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No. Player Pos. WL

VALDOSTA
WILDCATS

Schedule

1 Greg Talley.......... ................................ OB 154
9 r><x ii r retrain..........  Hp
3 Charles Steward.................... W& qd-c i»»
4 Russ Rudolph...........................................TE 147
5 Derrick Folsom.......................................DB 170
6 Mike Martin..................... ......DB 152
7 Kevin Rawlins........................................ WR 145
8 Derek Shaw......:......................................DB 170
9 Hosea Heard...........................................WR 163

10 Ben Hayslip..............................................QB 145
11 Ernie Bishop............ ..............................DE 176
12 David Thomas........................................DB 159
13 Johnny Monroe.......................................WR 142
14 Keith Henry................................ DB 147
15 Berke Holtzclaw......................................QB 159
16 Eric PriMe................................................ RR 123
17 Guy Belue......... . ....................................WR 136
18 Troy Toth........... ....................................... LB 147
19 Randy Bell...............................................WR 152
20 Monroe Gamble.......................................RB 144
21 Tony Anderson......................................... RB 205
23 Trevor Shaw............................................. DB 144
24 Greg Johnson............................................DB 148
26 Mac Graham............................................DB 140
27 Lyn Johnson................ ........................... WR 145
28 Tony Manghrum..................................... RB 142
29 Antonio Henderson................................. RB 124
30 Don Ryan...................................................DB 157
31 Darrell Blair......................... DB 135
32 Dwayne Hart....................... ..................DB 160
33 William Jones......................................... WR 135
35 Scott Braswell........................................... RB 156
37 Anthony Bryant...................................... DB 162
38 William Dixon............................................RB 154
39 Elijah Holmes...........................................DB 155
41 Earnest Manghrum................................DE 170
43 Keith McClary...........................................LB 145
45 Freddie Richardson............ .................LB 189
46 Tony Johnson............................................. LB 164
47 John Porter................................. LB-RB-K 210
48 Willie Lewis................................................RB 164
49 Brian Dufek................................................ LB 141
50 Matt Stanaland........................................C-G 192
51 Steve Hazelhurst.......................................DL 180
52 Todd Holtzclaw............................................. T 146
53 Greg Bryant...................................................C 151
54 Jon Reaves.................................................... G 180
55 Michael “Doc” McBride...........................G 175
56 Michael Spencer........................................ DL 177
58 Joey Matchett............................................ DE 179
59 Charles Jascczak..........................................G 132

10 
’0
y

11
12
12
10
10
11
9

11 .
12

9
9

12
10
10
11
11
11
11
12
11
12
11
11
10
11
12
11
10
12
12
10
12
12
11
9

11
12
12
10
11
11
11
12
12
11
12
11
10

Aug. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov.

60
62
63
64
65
66
67
70
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84

31 Thomasville
7 At Waycross

15 At Monroe
21 Westover
28 At Bainbridge

5 At Tift County
12 Central, T'ville
19 At Colquitt County
26 Dougherty

9 Lowndes

Chris Diamonditis 
Eric Henderson.... 
Ronald Fleming • •• 
Herman Smith....... 
Jim Godbee............  
Jeff Davis................ 
Todd Hatcher.......  
Joey Tippett...........  
Michael Tolbert.... 
Ron Jones................ 
Marty Howell......... 
Johnny Crook.........  
Darryl Robinson ... 
Jodie Sprenkle........  
Mack McGuyrt....... 
Innis Davis...............  
Joe Paoletti............... 
Bruce Thomas........  
Bill Kirby...................

86 Mario Smallwood
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Seaborn Williams 
Darrell Leonard.. 
Andy Griffin.........  
Jimmy Lewis......  
John Wheeless.... 
Kelvin Miller........  
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Nick Hyder Ath. Dir. • Head Football Coach
Jack Rudolph Def Cord.
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Bob Bolton Receivers
Jerry Don Baker off. Line
Mike; Obrien off. Backs
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Wildcats Hobbling 
After First Week
15 Sidelined For Opening Scrimmage . //%7^S ^^-2^
^ By ROGER B. BROWN

Times Staff Writer
Depth was a major concern for Valdosta High 

head coach Nick Hyder before the start of 
summmer camp at Twin Lakes, and one of his 
main objectives was to find and develop some 
depth. Well, of the 81 players who started camp 
last week, 15 were sidelined for Friday s 
scrimmage, including six defensive starters.

About 250 Wildcat fans came out to see the 
first-team offense and defense outscore the rest 
of the team 27-13 in their first public apperance
of 1984. ,

“We wanted to look at some of the younger 
kids and we got a chance to do so tonight," said 
Hyder. “We had a few kids out with injuries, but 
that’s just the nature of the game. "

The first-team offense got on the scoreboard 
on its initial series when senior quarterback 
Berke Holtzclaw connected with Hosea Heard on 
a 70-yard scoring strike with 10:37 left in the 
oeriod

Charles Steward, who handled the kickoffs, 
extra points and punting for both teams was 
good on the first of four successful extra points 

I in the scrimmage. „ .
That advantage quickly jumped to 14-0, when 

the second team was forced to punt after three 
as and Heard returned it 53 yards to paydirt

8'47 left. They added another score with 
3:50 still to play in the initial quarter on a 
four-yard smash by fullback Scott Braswell.

Holtzclaw and Heard hooked up again with 
only 13 seconds left in the period on a 55-yard 
scoring toss to end the first period scoring blitz. 
John Wheeless blocked the conversion attempt 
following the last score and the first team 
settled for a 27-0 first period lead.

Greg Talley tossed a 23-yard scoring strike to 
Steward with 7:27 left in the first half, to climax 
a 53-yard, seven-play drive that took more than 
four minutes off the clock. Steward’s conversion 
made it 27-7, and that’s how the first half ended.

After a scoreless third period, William Jones 
caught a 25-yard touchdown pass from freshman 
quarterback Ben Hayslip with just 3:11 left to 
play. The try for two points failed when a pass 
attempt to Steward was batted away.

“I was real proud of the young kids tonight 
and I thought that our quarterbacks and 
receivers had a good night.” Hyder said. “I was

glad that we got a chance to play a lot of kids 
and this was a good experience tor them.' ’

Offensive backfield coach Mike O'Brien was 
also pleased with the play of the offense and he 
feels like they can only get better by going 
against the Wildcats defense.

“I thought our running backs had a good night 
and they are doing a good job of taking up the 
slack after Tony Anderson's injury. ’ said 
O'Brien. "We’re not real big, but we have good 
quickness and the kids are working extremely 
hard, , , , . ,.

"1 thought that Holtzclaw had a good night 
and did a good job of running the offense,' he 
said. “He did a lot of the things that we expect of 
him and he’s making steady improvement. ’

O’Brien also noted several other players for 
their play in the scrimmage, including running 
backs Willie Lewis, Tony Manghrum, amd 
Braswell. He was also pleased with the play of 
the young quarterbacks and the offensive line.

Another coach who was real pleased after the 
scrimmage was defensive coordinator Jack
Rudolph. , 

‘ There were two important things about
tonight’s scrimmage,” said Rudolph. “First, we 
got a chance to play a lot of young kids, which 
afforded them an excellent chance to get some 
game type of experience. And second, we hated 
to have so many guys out because we’d like for 
them to get used to playing to together as a unit 
to develop some cohesiveness.”

Rudolph also pointed out that the defense still 
has a long way to go and a lot of work ahead in 
preparation for the season opener against 
Thomasville Aug. 31. Defensive back Mike 
Martin, first-year player Darrell Blair and nose 
guard John Wheeless were some of the players 
Rudolph noted for their effort in the scrimmage

“The effort was there tonight and the kids 
tried real hard,” he said. “I thought James 
Wakefield had a good night and showed a lot of 
leadership in anchoring the defensive line with 
so many of our other players out.

“We have a lot of things to work on and it was 
good to find out about some of these things now 
instead of later,” Rudolph said. “This is 
probably the first time the young kids will get a 
chance to look at themselves on filing and now 
they’ll be able to see some of the mistakes that 
we’ve been talking to them about.”
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Wildcats, Vikings, Valiants

Ready For The Pads

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Staff Writer

It’s that time of year again. The equipment is packed, the 
trucks are loaded and Valdosta and Lowndes are ready to go to 
camp. Or Paris Island, as one coach prefers to call it.

For the next two weeks, two-a-day drills will swing into full 
force, with less than three weeks before the opening game of the 
season. Valdosta will travel to Twin Lakes for their two-week 
expedition, while Lowndes will hold its camp at the high school 
and Valwood will continue to practice at its regular site.

The teams have all been working out in shorts for the past 
three weeks with most of the work geared to fundamentals and 
conditioning. Both Lowndes and Valaosta have put in their basic 
schemes for the offensive and defensive units during this 
three-week period.

“The conditioning period went very well for us, but We’re ready 
to move on to the next phase,” said Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder, who is heading into his 11th season at the Wildcat helm. 
“We’ll be looking for depth when we go to camp, because you 
have to have it to play in our league. ’ ’

Hyder said the Wildcats will be looking for help in the offensive 
line and the secondary. There will be 81 players heading to camp, 
and he hopes to play between 55 and 60 during the season.

The ’Cats have also spent extensive time working on the 
kicking game after losing last year’s punter and most of the 
return people. John Porter returns to handle place kicking and 
David Thomas moves up to take over the punter’s slot after 
serving as the backup for the past two years. He will be backed 
by sophomore Greg Talley and treshman Charles Steward.

Hyder said the most impressive thing in condtioning workouts 
has been the leadership from several of his senior players. He 
cited several offensive performers, such as linemen Jon Reaves 
and Aerica Henderson, as well as tight end Darrell Leonard.

“Burke Holtzclaw has provided us some solid leadership from 
the quarterback position and he's been a real steady performer.” 
Hyder said. “Willie Lewis and Scott Braswell have both filled in 
admirably for Tony Anderson at running back.”

Hyder also praised several senior defensive standouts for their 
preseason work. Heading the list are Porter at the linebacker 
post and defensive backs Derrick Folsom, David Thomas and 
Elijah Holmes. He has also been pleased with the play of Earnest 
Manghram, James Wakefield, Jimmy Lewis and Darrel 
Robinson from the defensive line.

“When we put the pads on, we move into the next phase — the 
collision phase — which is the uniqueness of football.” said 
Hyder. “There’s just nothing else like it, and we would like to get

our first two units ready for the first game. ”
The Twin Lakes camp is sponsored by the Valdosta Touchdown 

Club and the ’Cats first practice is Monday morning at 9:30. They 
will hold a scrimmage every Friday at Cleveland Field in 
preparation for what Hyder calls “one the toughest high school 
schedules anywhere.”

For Joe Wilson’s Vikings, there are several question marks 
he’d like to clear up in camp. One thing he won’t have to worry 
about, though, is the quarterback. Highly-rated Randy Gay 
returns for his senior season.

Wilson is looking at several people for the depleted offensive 
and defensive line that graduation took a heavy toll on. He is also 
looking for a running back to step out of the pack and move to the 
front.

“We are looking at several youngsters and won’t be able to tell 
a whole lot until we put on the pads,” said Wilson. “Then we’ll 
see who wants to play Some guys have already shown that they 
want to play and just have to ao what’s necessary between camp 
and game time to maintain that posture. ”

Another position that had Wilson worried before the start of 
conditioning drills was tight end. That seems to be taken care of 
now with transition of former quarterback Bobby Eason to the 
position.

Wilson plans to cover all phases of the game extensively during 
camp ana will try to develop some depth in the offensive and 
defensive lines.

“There are several positions open right now and we are going 
to give everybody a shot,” Wilson said. “If two or three kids 
come through for us, we’ll be competitive.

“We’ve got some guys working and some that are not working 
the way they should, Wilson said. “But camp starts Monday, 
and we’ll be working all day from then on. ”

Valwood is preparing for their initial football season under the 
guidance of head coach Allen Fort.

The Valiants have been stressing fundamentals and Fort has 
also put in his offense. They will run from a multiple set, with a 
lot of option-type plays.

“The kids are ready to hit and are raring to go,” Fort said. 
“We’ve had some good workouts so far and are just trying to pul 
it all together.

“This is the next step in our phase to get the program going and 
we’re anxious to see now the kids will react with the pads on,” 
said Fort. “We have some good athletes and most of the kids will 
have to go both ways, which could cause a few problems with 
depth.”





It’s Super in South Georgia
By Daryl Bell
Sports writer

It’s that time of year again.
Another South Georgia high school football 

season is about to begin, and as usual, the area 
is loaded with talent

And in selecting this year’s Florida Times- 
Union/Jacksonville Journal annual Super 11 — 
an all-star team comprised of the 11 best players 
regardless of position in the newspapers’ circula­
tion area — there have been many players omit­
ted from the list

There were literally dozens of legitimate first- 
team Super 11 nominees, and a lot of those who 
weren’t selected to the elite 11 likely will wind up 
playing football in college next fall There’s that 
much talent in South Georgia, one of the nation’s 
prep football hotbeds.

As always, the 11 players chosen on this fall’s 
Super 11 team were picked after conferring with 
area coaches, sports writers and collegiate 
scouts.

Leading the parade of blue chip stars is John 
Porter, a 6-foot-l, 215-pound linebacker from Val­
dosta. A three-year starter, Porter is the only re­
peat member on the Super 11 team. He was also 
selected for last year’s season-ending Super 24 
team — an all-star team comprised of North 
Florida and South Georgia players. On top of all 
that, he was the only junior named to last year’s 
Georgia Class AAAA all-state team.

Valdosta, which is a threat to win another 
state championship, has another top prospect in 
junior Tony Anderson, who ordinarily would be 
included on the Super 11 team.

However, Anderson, a burly 6-foot, 208-pound 
fullback who rushed for 705 yards last season, 
underwent abdominal surgery over the summer, 
and will be hard-pressed to repeat those statis­
tics this season — he is expected to miss the first 
few games. He is expected back during the sea­
son.

Times-Union and Journal, Jacksonville, Saturday, August 25, 1984

-Staff
Valdosta linebacker John Porter is a repeat member of the Super 11 team.

GOOD LUCK

WILDCATS
YOU'REALWAYS

Valdosta 
Aus. 31-Thomasvllle 
Sept. 7-at Waycross 
Sept. 15-at Monroe-y 
Sept. 21-Westover 
Sept. 28-al Bainbridse-x 
Oct. 5-ot Tift Co. 
Oct. 12-Centrol, T'vllle 
Oct. 19-at Colquitt Co. 
Oct. 26-Douaherty 
Nov. 2-Open 
Nov. 9-Lowndes-x

WITH US
FOR THE FINEST IN HEATING & COOLING.

WALLER
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

SERVING THE GREATER VALDOSTA AREA SINCE 1963
405 ST. AUGUSTINE RD. 244-1200
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Just Who Is Tift's Quarterback
Massingill's Replacement 
Has Devil Of A Job To Do

By C ARLTON FLETCHER 
The Tifton Gazette

TIFTON — On Saturday, Dec. 10, the Tift County Blue 
Devils devastated the LaGrange Grangers 59-6 to win the 
state AAAA football championship.

On Sunday, Dec. 11. people began asking Tift head 
coach Gene Brodie “The Question.” And in the eight 
months that have followed, few days have gone by in 
which The Question has not been asked of Brodie.

So, Gene Brodie, who is going to be your quarterback 
next year? ,

“I need to hang a sign around my neck,” Brodie said as 
his team prepared to open its title defense. “It should say 
T don't know who’s going to play quarterback.’ Then, 
maybe I wouldn’t hear that same question dozens of times 
every day.”

While Brodie and his legion of inquisitive fans seek an 
answer to The Question, tne Tift coach and members of 
his coaching staff are busily trying to answer a series of 
questions that face the Devils.

When Tift opens its defense of the state crown Aug. 31 
against Warner Robins-Northside in Warner Robins, 14 
new faces will dot the Blue Devil lineup. And, while 
replacing departed all-state quarterback Brian Massingill 
is indeed a pressing problem, the Tift coaches are just as 
concerned about replacing an entire offensive backfield 
and three-fourths of a hard-hitting defensive backfield.

“Our chief concern going into camp is the entire middle 
of our offense,” Brodie said. “We’ve got to replace our 
center, fullback, tailback and quarterrback. Plus, we will 
go with an inexperienced group in the secondary.

“The biggest factor missing from last year's team, 
though, is the leadership. There were some great leaders 
on that team. We have very little leadership right now 
with this group. It will be important that we have some 
kids step forward and take on leadership responsibility.”

One factor working in Brodie’s favor as he and his staff 
try to restructure last season’s Region 1-AAA-leading 
offense which produced 208 yards rushing, 150 yards 
passing and 32 points per game, is an interior offensive 
line that has both tremendous size and experience.

Tackles Randy Brooks (250, sr.) and Andy Gill (240. sr.) 
arc both preseason all-state picks, while guards Bobby 
Bennett (210, sr.), Chris Waters (215; sr.) and James Cox 
(225, sr.) filled the guard slots well during the 1983 season.

The quartet of Trent Williams (197, sr.), Beau Byrd 
(192, sr ), Lawton Bassett (170, jr.) and Stan McKellar 
(215, jr.), who is also the Tift quarterback, are vying for 
the starting center berth.

Throw in Gene Walker (230, so.) at guard and backups 
Chad Golden (220, sr.), Glenn Willis (210, sr.), Michael 
Casey (217, jr.) and Al Copeland (255, sr.) at the tackle 
slots, and it's easy to see why the Tift line is expected to 
be one of the state’s best.

“This is by far the biggest group of linemen we’ve had 
here,” Brodie said. “They worked extremely hard with 
the weights over the summer, and there’s not a lot of fat 
in that group. They’ll have to carry our young backs until 
they get their feet wet. ’ ’

Another plus for Tift is its talent-rich receiving corps, 
led by returning all-stater Darrien Teals (150, sr.). Teals 
caught 39 passes for 665 yards last year, despite playing 
his final four (playoff) games with a dislocated elbow.

David Casper (145, sr.), who doubles as the Tift punter, 
had an excellent spring and is expected to join Teals as a 
wide receiver. Tight end Charlie Darrington (202, sr.) is 
also a returning starter.

Shawn Utley (190, sr.) and Kenneth Hicks (198, sr.) are 
backups for Darrington, while Russ Underwood (142, so.), 
Ray Ewing (166. so.) and Ronnie McKinnen (166, sr.) 
provide relief for Tift's wide receivers.

The Tift offensive backfield will be totally lacking in 
experience, although Wesley McGriff (180. sr.) had a good 
spring at the tailback position. Rodney Hill (202, ir.) and 
Lloyd Bozeman (169, sr.) are the leading fullback 
candidates; Teals, Dennis Coney (160, so.), Wayne 
Engram (185, so.) and Rob Rowe (175, so.) will be given a 
look at tailback.

As for The Question, Brodie has stood firm in his 
decision to wait until the last possible moment to pick a 
starting quarterback. ___________

Times Staff Photo

After Beating Valdosta For Region Title, Tift Was On Its Way To State

“We've got four guys who have worked extremely hard 
since Christmas,” Brodie said. “And all of them have the 
physical ability to play. The one that does the best job at 
camp when the hitting starts is the one that will play. ‘

“We may not decide on a starter until the week before 
our first game.”

Steve Nixon (160, sr.) and Tye Cottle (168, so.) were 
running close one-two in the quarterback race after Tift’s 
spring game, but David Hobby (175, sr.) and Rowe have 
gotten into the picture during summer workouts.

Of the four, only Nixon has varsity experience, having 
served as a backup to Massingill last year

Along the defensive front, me return of starters Cox and 
Waters at defensive tackles and Bozeman and Craig 
Haggins (175, jr.) at linebackers gives the Tift coaches a 
solid foundation on which to build.

Eldra Hughes (190, sr.) and Johnnie Lee Brown (168, 
jr.) are probably starters on the ends, while Andre 
Jackson (225, so.) will see action on the line as backup for 
Watersand Cox.

:er
Engram, Utley and David Dawson (193. sr.) will split 

playing time with Bozeman and Haggins at linebacx( 
positions.

In the secondary, McGriff, a preseason all-stater, is the 
only returning starter. Petrome Harris (150, ir.), Jarrod 
White (163, jr.) and Jay Cole (175, sr.) are likely to join 
McGriff in the secondary, but Brad Dun (132, so.), Hullett 
and Austin Scott (135, so.) will also get a look.

Brodie says that Valdosta and Lowndes should be the 
teams to beat in the Region 1-AAAA, but he expects to join 
those two teams in the playoffs.

“We should win our subregion,” Brodie said. “People 
say that this is a rebuilding year because we lost 14 
starters, but we are in a position where we don't re-build, 
we reload.

“We have got to win one of our first two games (against 
Northside and Clarke Central); we must have some kids 
step forward as leaders, and we have to have a minimum 
number of injuries. If all these things happen, and a few 
things fall in place, we have the potential to be a very 
goodfootball team.

'An important factor for us is going to be how well we 
take our first loss. We don’t want to lose — we don't 
expect to — but when it comes, we have to pick things up 
and go back over it. There’s a lot of pride in this program. 
We’re defending state champions. We'll fight to defend 
our title.”
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Best LBs: Wally Hubert of Lowndes. Lenny Parker of VSC, John Porter of Valdosta”

The 1984 List Off Top Recruits In Nation, South, State
Top 13 National — 1, Quintus McDonald, 6-3, 225, 4.6, 

Mt. Clair, N.J. (DE-LB); 2, Hart Lae Dykes, 6-4. 200, 4.6, 
Bay City, Texas (WR); 3, Melvin Gilliam, 6-2^, 190, 4.45, 
Tulsa, Wash. (CB); 4. Ray Heckestein, 6-2, 240, 4.8, 
Allegheny (Wexford), Pa. (DT); 5, Chris Osgood, 6-3, 195, 
4.6, Moss Point, Miss. (QB); 6, Ned Bolcor, 6-3, 210, 4.7, 
Phillipsburg, N.J. (LB); 7, Larry Rose, 6-4, 270, 4.9, 
Gadsden (Emma Sansom), Ala. (OT); 8, Andy Heck, 6-6, 
240, 4.8, Fairfax (Woodson), Va. (OT); 9, Chris Pettaway, 
6-5, 255, 5.0, Hialeah (American), Fla. (OT); 10, Reggie 
Davis, 6-2, 205, 4.45, Jasper, Texas (WR); 11, Sammy 
Smith, 6-2, 210, 4.45, Apopka, Fla.; 12, Jamie Bice, 6-3, 205, 
4.6, Lake Charles (LaGrange), La. (RB); 13, John Porter, 
6-0,215,4.6, Valdosta (LB).

Dixie Dozen, not including Louisiana — 1. Osgood, 
Miss.; 2, Rose, Ala.; 3, Pettaway, Fla.; 4, Smith, Fla.; 5, 
Keith Carter, 6-3^, 223, 4.7, South Miami, Fla. (LB); 6, 
Curt Mull, 6-5, 275, 5.0, Altamonte Springs (Lake 
Brantley), Fla. (C); 7, Anthony Butts, 6-6, 250, 4.9, Atlanta 
(Fulton), Ga. (DT); 8, John Porter, 6-0, 215, 4.6, Valdosta 
(LB); 9, Arthur Mitchell, 6-5, 215, 4.6, Montgomery (Jeff 
Davis), Ala. (TE); 10, James Dotson, 6-1^, 261, 4.8, 
Vicksburg (Warren Central), Miss. (NG); 11, Victor 
Adams, 6-3, 248, 4.9, Middlesboro, Ky. (OG); 12, Michael 
Timpson, 6-0,167,4.45, Miami Lakes, Fla. (WR).

Georgia Top 15 — 1, John Porter, 6-0, 215, Valdosta 
(LB); 2, Benji Rowland, 6-3, 250, Dodge Co. (Eastman) 
(G); 3, Darrell Kennebrew, 6-3, 175, Atlanta (Fulton)

(CB); Anthony Butts, 6-6, 250, Atlanta (Fulton) (DT); 5, 
Steve Davenport, 6-0, 185, Decatur (SW DeKalb) (WR); 6, 
Joey Hester, 6-0, 190, Cairo, QB; 7, Paul Giles, 6-4, 260, 
Monroe (Monroe Area) (L); 8, Keith Henderson, 6-2, 190, 
Cartersville, (RB-DB); 9, Charlie Hall, 6-4, 200, Col­
umbus, (Jordan) (LB); 10, Ron Geohaghan, 5-11, 215, 
Savannah (Jenkins) (RB); 11, Roderick Zanders. 6-0, 190, 
Dooly Co. (QB); 12, Randy Gay, 6-3, 200, Lowndes (QB); 
13, Chris Morocco, 6-0, 175, Athens (Clarke Central) 
(DB); 14, Bryce Cantrell, 5-10, 170, Buford (RB); 15, 
Derrick Folsom, 5-10,180, Valdosta (S).

Dixie Handbook, regional sneak preview — Offense: 
QB, 1, Chris Osgood, 6-3, 185; 2. Joey Hester, Cairo, 6-0, 
190, 4.55; RB, 1. Steve Bryant, 5-10, 195, 4.45, Hollywood 
Hills, Fla.; 2. Bobby Humphrey, 6-0,185, 4.5, Birmingham 
(Glenn), Ala. ; FB, 1, Sammy Smith; 2. Randy Kaiser, 6-1, 
220, 4.6, North Miami Beach, Fla. ; WB, Darryl Edwards, 
5-11, 190, 4.6, Enterprise, Ala.; WR, 1. Michael Timpson; 
2, Steve Davenport, 6-0, 185, 4.5, Decatur (SW DeKalb); 
QT, Larry Rose, 6-4, 270, Gadsden (Emma Samson), Ala.; 
QG, Benji Rowland, 6-3, 250, 4.9, Dodge Co. (Eastman); C, 
Curt Mull; SG, Eric Still, 6-2, 270, 5.0, Germantown, 
Tenn.; ST, Chris Pettaway; TE, Darrell Edwards; Power 
wide receiver, Tony Mack, 6-4, 180, Brandon, Fla.; Kick 
returner, Eugene Julks, 5-11, 180, Gadsden (Emma 
Samson), Ala.; Kicker, Johnny Clark, 5-11, 170, 
Birmingham (Homewood), Ala.; Top Athlete, Darrius 
Braison, 6-3,215,4.55, Greenville. Miss.
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Spotlight Shines 
On Linebackers

^ »

Stev 
Corrigan

Times Sports Editor

Va dosta's John Porter
Listed As Best In State

Most of the attention this year in the high school and 
college football ranks won’t be focused on a strong-armed 
quarterback, fleet-footed running back, or a sure-handed 
receiver. In fact, most action on the field during the 1984 
season won’t even be on that side of the ball.

No, this is the season of defense in general, and the year 
of the linebacker in particular.

From hamlets such as Auburn, Ala., to Atlanta to 
Athens, Ga., to Gainesville, Fla., and places in between- 
Valdosta for instance — the linebacker will be the 
steadying force on defense and a team leader. He will be 
the one grabbing the headlines this time around. After all, 
turnabout is fair play, especially on the gridiron.

Offensive players have had their day in the sun. Now 
it’s time for the defense. And what better place to start 
than linebackers? l

They have to do it all: rush the passer, stop the run and 
even drop back into pass coverage. They are the 
equivalent of the tight end on offense, and more.

More9 You bet. The defensive quarterback would be a 
more accurate term. They call plays in the defensive 
huddle, audible at the line of scrimmage — heck, they 
even stand over the line like a quarterback.

At Auburn, Florida, Georgia Tech and Georgia, 
linebackers are the main hope for all-America honors. Oh 
sure there is Bo Jackson at Auburn and Robert Lavette at 
Tech figuring in on some of the postseason accolades, but 
people such as Gregg Carr of Auburn and Dante Jones of 
Tech (who just happens to be a product of Valdosta High), 
will be in there pushing for recognition, too.

At Georgia, the best hope to make an all-star team is 
linebacker Knox Culpepper. Mark Korff is in much the 
same boat at Florida, although the Gator linebacker does 
have a better supporting cast.

A little closer to home, three of the top players for 
Valdosta State, Lowndes High and Valdosta High are 
linebackers: Lenny Parker for the Blazers, Wally Hubert 
for the Vikings, and highly-touted John Porter for the 
Wildcats. They represent the gamut of football — an 
established college player, a big-time college recruit and 
3 0™hfEj^^ Porter may be the most talked 
about going into this season. ,

“I d take him today.” says Auburn defensive 
coordinator Frank Orgel. ‘‘He’s a good football plaver, 
and he’d fit in fine at Auburn if he decided to come here.

That would please Porter just fine.
“I love Auburn,” he says. “I like the SEC teams.’
But Porter likes one school even better.
“I'd like to follow my dream to Penn State,” he says.
And Porter is no stranger to Penn State. When the ’Cats 

won the Class AAAA state championship in Im ­
porter's sophomore year, the Nittany Lions had singled 
him out from a film they received of one Valdosta s
games. , x „

“He’s the type of player all schools would love to have, 
Or gel says. .

And they show it with telephone r :11s, letters and. in the 
near future, visits to his home, school and practice field.

— Times Staff Photo

Porter Says Season Conies Before Recruiters
“He’s certainly deserving of all the attention, Porter s 

high school coach Nick Hyder says, “because of his hard 
work and teammanship. Any coach would love to have 
^Right now, though, Porter says all the attention hasn’t 
caused him any problems.

That suits him just fine. He’d rather spend his time 
concentrating on the upcoming season. “The season 
always comes first,” he says. . . -

If he can shake a nagging back injury suffered in the 
first week of camp, which put him in traction and out of 
practice for five days, this season should be his showcase.

“I’m looking to play better than I have all three years,” 
he says. “I’m looking forward to having a strong season.”

With all this attention he’s getting, you’d think having a 
great senior season would put a lot of pressure on him. 

ut that's just it — he’s not used to all this attention.
“It’s kinda frightening,” he says, “because I’ve never 

been looked upon as I am now. I was surprised. I always 
looked on myself as just a part of the tea m. ”

More than just a linebacker, though, Porter will be 
asked to play beyond the call of duty. With running back 
Tony Anderson sidelined for the first half of the season, 
Porter will be asked to play fullback, a position he 
excelled at in junior high. Porter looks at the added role 
as his duty.

“The team comes first,” he says.



TheValdosta Daily Times, Sun.. Aug. 26. 1984-16-

^^^swmhb^

JAMES WAKEFIELD 
Experience At DT

JOHN PORTER 
Top Recruit In State WILLIE LEWIS 

Powerful Running Back
BERKE HOLTZCLAW 

QB W ith Outside Threat

From Page 4
There will be all new faces in the 

backfield, at least until Tony Anderson 
(205, jr.) returns from offseason intestinal 
surgery. By then, though, the group that 
has filled in may be household names. 
Willie Lewis (164, sr.) seems assured of 
starting at one running back. Scott 
Braswell (156. sr.) has been used in 
Anderson’s position, as has Monroe Gam­
ble (144, jr.). Tony Manghrum (142, jr.) 
“has been a pleasant surprise,” at running 
back, Hyder says. Porter is also available

Berke Holtzclaw (159, sr.), a backup to 
Ted West the last two years, who started 
at wide receiver last year, is the starting 
quarterback.

“With Berke back there, we might be a

Valdosta High
little more of a gambling team,” Hyder 
says. “Berke’s exciting. He’s not afraid to 
turn up field at any time and run.”

If he chooses to pass he has speedy 
Hosea Heard (163, jr.), who started last 
year, to throw to. “Hosea has good speed 
and range,” Hyder says. “We need to 
utilize him more.”

Sure-handed Mac McGuryt (138, jr.) is 
likely to start on the other wide out. Mario 
Smallwood (170, sr.) and Charles Steward 
(199, fr.) have also looked good.

Steward will also be used as a reserve 
quarterback, as will Greg Talley (154, so.) 
and Ben Hayslip (145, fr )

Steward ana Porter will handle the 
kicking duties.

JOHNNIE CROOK 
245-Pound OT

JIMMY LEWIS 
Size. Speed At DT

DERRICK FOLSOM 
Range In Secondary JON REAVES 

Offensive Line Leader
MARTY HOWELL 

272-Pound OT

Undefeated Colqu itt 
Hosts No. 1 Valdosta
Packers Attempt Another Giant Killing

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Staff W riter

The stage is now set for the confrontation between the only two 
unbeaten teams in Region 1-AAAA when the top-ranked team in 
Class AAA A — the Valdosta Wildcats — visits the No. 8 Colquitt 
County Packers Friday at Mack Tharpe Stadium for an 8 p.m. 
clash.

The Wildcats have romped past seven opponents on the way to 
a perfect season so far. Meanwhile. Colquitt is 5-0-1. The only 
blemish on its slate is a 21-21 tie in the fourth game of the season 
with Thomasville.

‘This is a big game for us, but 
they’ve all been big considering the 
year we had last year. But this one 
seems to have attracted a little more 
attention than some of the other 
games.

Since that tie. the Packers have come back with resounding 
wins over Bainbridge and Albany Monroe — outscoring them 
66-19 — in the last two weeks. They also beat defending state 
champion Tift County, 21-16.

Colquitt officials are expecting a sellout for the contest which 
features the respective sub-region leaders in Region 1. Arid, 
according to Packer officials it should be one of the largest home
crowds in more than a decade.

in Region 1. Arid, 
of the largest home

“This is a big game for us. but they’ve all been big considering 
the year we had last year,” said Colquitt head coch Jim Hughes.

But this one seems to have attracted a little more attention than 
some of the other games.”

The Packers have yet to lose a game at home this season — 3-0, 
and they’re unbeaten in their last seven regular-season games 
dating back to a 20-16 win over Thomasville Central in the season 
finale last year.

The Packers were handed a 42-14 setback last year by the 
Wildcats at Cleveland Field, and the last time they beat Valdosta 
was in 1975 by a 28-20 count. Valdosta leads the overall series, 
which started back in 1913 by a 47-11-4 margin.

Hughes came to Colquitt from Thomasville where he compiled 
a 107-34-3 record, and his first Packer team finished with a 4-6 
record last year.

“I don’t know if there has been any one thing to turn things 
around for us this year.” Hughes said. “It has taken a collective 
effort from everybody and we’ve been pretty fortunate on a 
couple of occasions. ”

Offensively, the Packers are paced by running back T.J. 
Edwards, who leads the team with 496 yards on the ground. 
Edwards has also thrown four passes this season and completed 
(wo. with one going for a touchdown. Nathaniel Lewis follows 
closely behind Edwards with 379 yards on 48 carries.

The Packers have scored 15 touchdowns on the ground and has 
outscored their opponents in the first six games 140-70.

Another major force in the Packers’ offense is senior

— Jim Hughes

quarterback Darren Funderburk, who has completed 43.6 
percent of his passes for 257 yards and three touchdowns. Lewis 
is the top receiver with eight catches and Joe Bradford is close 
behind with six receptions

Colquitt is also second in the region in rushing offense behind 
the Wildcats, with an average of 197.67 yrds per contest. The 
offensive line is anchored by senior center Roger Hall and tight 
end Preston Cornelius.

John McCranie is the top defender for the Packers and he is 
third in the region in interceptions with three on the season. 
Another top defender is cornerback Grady Blackely.

Colquitt has allowed only one touchdown in' the last eight 
quarters, and the pass defense — which ranks No. 2 in the region 
— has not allowed a touchdown pass in the last three games, 
after surrending three in the first three games.

The Packers’ defense has allowed only five rushing touchdowns 
this season and ranks fifth against the run. and third in overall 
team defense.

“Our defense has gotten a little better as the season has 
progressed,” Hughes said. “But it hasn’t faced the type of 
challenge that Valdosta s offense will present Friday.

“It’ll be nice to be playing them at home but it won't make that 
much of a difference against Valdosta,” Hughes added. “The key 
in the game will be our running game against their rush defense. 
That is the strength of both teams and we have to control the 
ball.”

The two teams could possibly end up meeting again in the 
region playoffs if things continue as they are in sub-region play.

“If we can run the ball, we could control the game and maybe 
keep their offense off the field,” Hughes said. “You don’t want to 
give them too may opportunities to pull the trigger because 
sooner or later they're going to get you ”
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Porter Named Among 
Top 100 Prep Players

Valdosta Linebacker 
John Porter

From Staff, Special Reports
NEW YORK — Jonn Porter of Valdosta 

High is one of 100 rising seniors named today 
to the U.S. Army Reserve Junior All-Stars 
Football Squad.

Porter, a 6-foot, 210-pound linebacker has 
been a three-year starter for the Wildcats. 
He is one of two players from Georgia named 
to the team. The other is Ron Geonaghan, a 
5-11, 215 running back from Savannah 
Jenkins.

“He’s an excellent team player,” said VHS 
head coach Nick Hyder. “I think that was 
proven his junior year when his teammates 
elected him one of their team captians.

“He never misses practice, he understands 
the difference in a pain and an injury and 
he’s highly coachable. He’s a versatile

10-0-0
1984 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 

August 31................ Won 21-3 .........Thomasville High
September 7.......... Won 47-14.....................at Waycross
September 15.........Won 47-6...........................at Monroe
September 21..........Won 42-0.............................Westover
September 28..........Won 49-7................... at Bainbridge
October 5................. Won 28-0....................at Tift County
October 12............... Won 35-7.....Central, Thomasville
October 19................ Won 40-7.......... at Colquitt County
October 26..............  Won 68-0 ....................... Dougherty
November 9............Won 21-6..............................Lowndes

athlete. He can go on offense and defense but 
we use him on aefense. On offense, he could 
be anywhere on the line and he was a 
fullback in our junior high program.”

“The nature of football is collision,” Hyder 
added. “And he’s good at collision.”

Porter is also a member of the Wildcats 
track team.

This is the second straight year a commit­
tee of college recruiters selected by 
Scholastic Coach Magazine has selected the 
100 all-stars from the nation’s top high school 
football players. This year’s all-stars are 
high school juniors from 29 states.

California led the way with 10 players 
named to the team. Ohio had eight, and 
Illinois and Texas had seven all-stars each.

PLAYER OF THE WEEK

TONY 
ANDERSON 

RUNNING BACK 
Scored Two Touchdowns 

135 yds. — 29 carries 
Tony accepts the Player of 

the Week trophy from 
S. Go. Travel.



PLAYER OF THE WEEK

CONGRATULATIONS FROM

PLAYER OF THE WEEK

CONGRATULATIONS FROM

ACTION SHOTS FOR MONROE GAME

JOHN PORTER 
LINEBACKER

We're 
Here Member 

FDIC

1984 RECORD
7-0-0

Zeke Dorsey Presents 
Johnny Crook the C&S Bank 
Player of the Week Award.

One Pass Interception 
And One Fumble 

Recovery For Touchdown

These two guys were among many who were 
instrumerntal the the Valdosta High Wildcats 
45-0 thrashing of Statesboro for the South 
Georgia AAAA football championship held 
Friday night at Cleveland Field. Quarterback 
Berke Holtzclaw, left, threw for 108 yards and

had two touchdowns to his credit on the night, 
while Tony Anderson ran for 48 yards and a 
touchdown. The ’Cats host Clarke Central of 
Athens Saturday night for the statue crown. — 
AP Laserphoto.

JOHNNY CROOK
OFFENSIVE LINEMAN

Key Blocks Resulting 
In Big Gains.

Key Block on 30 Yd. 
TD Run.

Jay Christian, Manager of 
The Golden Corral Presents 

John Porter the Player of 
the Week Trophy!

1984 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
August31...............  Won21-3 .........Thomasville High
September 7..........Won 47-14.....................at Waycross
September 15......... Won 47-6..........................at Monroe
September 21...........Won 42-0............................Westover
September 28......... Won 49-7................... at Bainbridge
October 5..................Won 28-0...................at Tift County
October 12................Won 35-7 Central, Thomasville
October 19............................................... at Colquitt County
October 26.............................................................Dougherty
November 9..............................................................Lowndes

--------

IB GOLDEN CORRAL 
W FAMILY STEAK HOUSE

2801N. ASHLEY ST. 247-4626

?aM 
| CORRAU

VALDOSTA
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2-0 Wildcats Play Impressively In 47-14 Win Over Bulldogs
See Related Stories, Page 7 

ByEARLPERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

WAYCROSS - The tempera­
ture was 78 degrees, the sky 
was clear and there was that 
slight fall nip in the air — 
perfect conditions for a Friday 
night football game.

STATISTICS
VAL WAY 

First Downs 24 12
Yards Rushing 160 122
Yards Passing 116 113
Passes 5 10-0 10 17 1
Fumbles Lost 6 4 6 4
Punting 3-21.6 3 31.0
Penalties 3 45 12 85

And although the Valdosta 
High was still making 
mistakes, the Wildcats played 
impressively in a 47-14 win 
over the Waycross Bulldogs at 
Memorial Stadium before a 
crowd of 6,000.

Waycross scored first and 
was very much in the game 
throughout the first quarter, 
but couldn’t sustain any 
momentum in the second 
quarter and final half.

Early in the first quarter, 
Bulldog tailback Victor Daniels 
cut up the middle, broke two 
tackles and scored on a 41-yard 
run. The Bulldogs took four 
plays to drive 73 yards, with 
Tyler Faulk adding the extra

point for a 7-0 Waycross lead.
Waycross jumped to the 

early lead, but was unable to 
keep Valdosta from scoring, 
according to Waycross head 
coach Dale Williams.

“We played good the first 
quarter, but we just didn’t have 
enough depth to go after that,” 
said Williams, a former 
Wildcat standout. “And there 
were a lot of big turnovers.

“The difference was, when 
we got them (turnovers), we 
didn’t do much with them, but 
when Valdosta got their’s, they 
did something with them. ’ ’

Valdosta struck back with 
two touchdowns in the first 
quarter and three more before 
halftime. With 5:27 left in the 
first quarter, Hosea Heard 
caught a 12-yard pass from 
Berke Holtzclaw for Valdosta’s 
first score. The touchdown pass 
capped a 12-play, 83-yard 
drive, which was a highlight of 
the game for Wildcat head 
coach Nick Hyder.

“That (the first drive) is 
what I like to see,” Hyder said. 
“The kids didn’t panic when 
they got down.

“The defense got the ball 
back, and our offense came 
down to score a couple

touchdowns.”
After the first Valdosta 

score, Waycross fumbled the 
kickoff and the ball landed in 
Wildcat John Porter s arms. 
He grabbed it at the Waycross 
22 and was tackled on the 7. 
Valdosta scored in three plays 
with Willie Lewis going in from 
the 4. Holtzclaw passed to 
Lewis for the extra points, and 
Valdosta led 14-7.

Valdosta controlled the ball 
throughout much of the second 
quarter. Holtzclaw scored from 
the 1 with 5:42 left in the half, 
and he’d helped set up the 
score with a 46-yard keeper 
around the right end. Lewis 
also aided on the drive with 
runs of 18 and 19 yards.

The Bulldogs then ran a 
series of plays before having to 
punt, ana the Wildcats drove 
down for another score. The 
’Cats went 59 yards in two 
plays, aided by a 15-yard 
Waycross conduct penalty, a 
16-yard Holtzclaw run and a 
28-yard touchdown pass from 
Hotzclaw to Mario Smallwood.

The Bulldogs took over at 
their 19, but Daniel fumbled the 
ball on the second play from 
scrimmage, allowing ’Cat de­
fensive back Elijah Holmes to

fall on the ball at the 5. Monroe 
Gamble scored on the first play 
from scrimmage, and Porter 
split the uprights, making the 
score 34-7.

The Wildcats held the ball 
almost the entire third quarter, 
although their only score was a 
12-yard touchdown run by 
Holtzclaw with 2:39 left in the 
frame. During the final 
quarter, Hyder sent in every 
Wildcat he felt deserved play­
ing time.

“We played 79 people,” he 
said. “There are two players 
we didn’t get eligibility back 
on, and one is out for dis­
ciplinary reasons — everybody 
else played.”

The second- and third- 
stringers put on a fine perfor­
mance, with the offense scor­
ing almost twice and the de­
fense relinquished just one 
score. When Hyder pulled out 
his starters, the Bulldogs were 
able to score with 10:43 left in 
the fourth quarter. Ben 
Streeter scored on a 1-yard 
run. capping 10-play drive that 
went 80 yards.

The backup ’Cats got the ball 
back, fumbled it away, got it 
fumbled back to them, and 
almost scored on a nine-play,

71-yard drive. They drove the 
length of the field and almost 
went in on a perfect pass play 
down the rignt sideline from 
sophomore quarterback Greg 
Talley to sophomore wide re­
ceiver William Jones. But the 
35-yard pass gave the ’Cats a 
first down on the Waycross 
4-yard line, and they fumbled.

Score By Quarters
Valdosta 14 20 2 6—47
Waycross 7 0 0 7—14

Waycross - Daniels 4 run (Faulk kick) 
10.151st

Valdosta - Heard 12 pass from Holtzclaw 
(kick failed) 5:271st

Valdosta — Lewis 4 run (Lewis pass from 
Holtzclaw) 4 081st

Valdosta — Holtzclaw 1 run (Porter kick) 
5:42 2nd

Valdosta — Smallwood 28 pass from 
Holtzclaw (Porter kick) 3:42 2nd

Valdosta — Gamble 5 run (kick failed) 2:25 
2nd

Valdosta - Holtzclaw 12 run (Henderson 
kick) 2.39 3rd

Waycross — Streeter I run (Faulk kick) 
10:43 4th

Valdosta — Steward 22 pass from Hayslrp 
(kick failed) 3:00 4th

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing Valdosta - Holtzclaw 16-29, 

Lewis ’2 94, Braswell 12 94, Gamble 4-19, 
Talley 3 minus 12, Manghrum 2 4. Dixon 2 4. 
Henderson 1 4, Hayslip 1 minus 10, An 
derson 3 10. Waycross — Daniels 12 60, 
Streeter 9 39, Harris 4 minus-15, Butts 3-23, 
Evans 2-8, White 15, Roach 2 3, Edwards 1- 
minus 9.

Passing: Valdosta — Holtzclaw 6 3 0, 49, 
Talley 2 10, 35. Hayslip 2 10. 22. Waycross 
— Jones 10 6 0, 52; Saussy 110, 28; Harris 
6 3 1,33.

Receiving: Valdosta — Heard 2 32,
Smallwood 1 27 Steward 1 22, Jones 135. 
Waycross — Butts 4 40. Daniels 3-39.
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Cats Crowd Into Warner Robins

VHS Coach Nick Hyder

By EARL PERKINS 
times Staff Writer

Traffic on Intersate 75 should 
be more crowded than usual 
early this evening in south 
Georgia, but Valdosta football 
fans can come up with a good 
reason for the predicament.

Thousands of people will be 
heading north to Warner 
Robins for an 8 p.m. high 
school football game, with the 
No. 1 Wildcats playing the No. 
5 Warner Robins Demons in 
International Citv Stadium. 
And Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder seems to think Warner 
Robins coach Bob Davis is 
pulling a Vince Dooley routine.

“They’re trying to prepare 
. from the standout point of ‘Big 

Valdosta is coming up here to 
play little, old us,’ ” Hyder 
said. “Anytime you play 
Warner Robins, you better 
strap it on tight, because 
they re capable of winning.

“They always field an out­
standing team, and I don't 
think anybody can find a 
(Demons’) team in the last 15 
years they’ve had that hasn’t 
been outstanding.”

The year 1981 comes to mind 
when you start looking for 
confirmation in Hyder’s state­
ment. The Wildcats were 11-1

going into the south Georgia 
playoff game, but the Demons 
stood in their way, according to 
Hyder

“They did the same thing in 
’81 that they’re doing this year 
(underdog routine), and they 
beat us 17-14,” he said. “It was 
a great game, but they beat us.

“There was some con­
troversy (with official's calls) 
but it wasn't bitter, or any­
thing. There was just a dif­
ference of opinion. They earned 
it — they won the ballgame and 
went on to be state champi­
ons.''

Hyder came to Valdosta as 
the head coach 11 years ago, 
and Davis is also in his 11th 
season as the top man at 
Warner Robins. He’s been with 
the Demons for 19 years, 
starting out as offensive line 
coach in 1966. His record is 
10-1-1 this season, but it’s 
130-14-1 overall for the best 
winning percentage (90) of 
active coaches in the state of 
Georgia. And Hyder is the first 
to praise the Warner Robins 
coaching staff.

“They’ve put together some 
of the finest teams and greatest 
atheletes you can see, and 
that’s why they’re so good," he 
said. “They’re hard-working

and they put things together 
over there. They’re a total 
program from top to bottom.”

Former VHS head coach 
Wright Bazemore is the only 
man who can claim more 
mythical national champion­
ships (three) than Davis. 
Warner Robins won the 
state title in 1976 and 1981, later 
receiving the national honors. 
And those teams were cer­
tainly among some of the finest 
ever according to Hyder.

“Valdosta faced them in the 
playoffs in 1971, and that was 
coach Bazemore's last year (at 
VHS),’’ he said. “He 
(Bazemore) had probably the 
best team that’s ever been 
assembled on a high school 
football field.”

The Wildcats went 13-0 and 
scored 629 points that season, 
beating Avondale 62-12 in the 
state championship contest. 
But Davis has had several 
teams that have been among 
Georgia’s finest, according to 
Hyder.

“1976 was one of those 
(Warner Robins) teams that 
rivals coach Bazemore’s 
(1971),” he said. “I said rivals 
— I didn’t say they were better.

“They beat the world that 
year — several of those players

play in the NFL now. They had 
Ron Simmons, James Brooks. 
James Womack and three or 
four others. They beat Griffin 
something terrible that year 
(for the state title).”

The Wildcats met the De­
mons the following year, but 
they’d lost just enough 
momentum from 1976 to have 
then-senior quarterback Buck 
Belue engineer a 27-8 VHS 
victory. In 1982, the format 
changed from quarterfinal to 
semifinal playofis, and Valdos­
ta certainly didn’t get any 
breaks, according to Hyder.

“That was one of the hardest 
fought ballgames Valdosta’s 
been involved in in some 
time,” he said. “Hank “The 
Tank” Williams was a bull of a 
runner for them, and he’s 
playing for Jacksonville State 
now.

“We scored 14 points in the 
first half, and hung on to beat 
them 14-7. We went on to beat 
(Atlanta) Peachtree the next 
week (10-7) for state.”

Valdosta is the No. 1-ranked 
AAAA team in Georgia, but 
USA Today acknowledges the 
Wildcats as America’s No. 1 
team. But tonight’s encounter 
should be a tough one for 
Valdosta, according to Hyder.

“You re going to find one of 
the winningest teams over the 
last decade in Warner Robins," 
he said. “They're a hard­
working team, with excellent 
coaching. They're always a 
hard, tough game. They're like 
Thomasville, Colquitt County 
— all hard-nosed teams.”

And Warner Robins faced 
new challenges this season, 
created primarily through the 
realignment of state regions. 
The Demons were moved into
Region 
schools 
of the 
region.

Davis

4 with the Augusta 
and former members 
Region 2 East sub­

scheduled 1981 state
champion Newnan for the 
opening game, after the De­
mons went 10-2 last year. When 
this season started for the 
Demons, Davis said he was 
looking to begin with fresh 
hope, because his team had a 
burning desire to win every 
time they stepped on the field. 
The moment of truth for 
Hyder’s ’Cats and Davis’ De­
mons comes tonight at 8.

“Were going to be ready 
(tonight), just like Valdosta’s 
going to be ready.” he said. 
“Valdosta is an experienced 
team, and were a young, 
rebuilding team. "
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Colquitt faces No. 1 challenge in Valdosta
By Lawrence Dennis
Sports writer

Colquitt County football coach Jim Hughes will 
find out just how far his program has come tonight.

The Packers, at 5-0-1, are one of only five unbeat­
en teams remaining in South Georgia. Ranked No. 
8 in the state, they are in the driver’s seat for a Re­
gion 1-AAAA North title and a playoff spot after 
beating defending state champion Tift County 21-16 
two weeks ago and Albany Monroe 34-7 last week in 
a battle of sub-region unbeatens. •

But for all of that, Hughes says his team will find 
out just how good it is when it plays host to Region 
1-AAAA North power Valdosta at Moultrie tonight 
in what could well be a preview of the region cham­
pionship game. The Wildcats, who so far have 
proved to be perhaps more awesome than usual, 
are the state’s top-ranked team at 7-0.

“Well, they’ve gotten to their unbeaten condition 
with a lot more class than we have,” said Hughes, 
who took on the job of rebuilding Colquitt’s football 
program two years ago after turning out power­
houses for a decade at Thomasville High. “We have 
struggled. Our goal is to be able to play on a level 
with the best programs. This gives us a chance to 
assess how far we’ve gotten. It’s a chance for us to 
see if we’re even close to the caliber of program 
that they enjoy.”

The Colquitt-Valdosta game is one of several 
non-sub-region games on tonight’s slate, but there 
are a couple of key league games that will have a 
bearing on the playoffs.

Glynn Academy will play host to Statesboro in a 
game that’s crucial if the Red Terrors are to have 
any chance of repeating as Region 3-AAAA “B” 
champions. Despite a 2-4 overall record, Glynn is 
still in the sub-region race with a 1-1 mark, but 
can’t afford another loss.

The Terrors have already lost to sub-region lead­
er Savannah High, which is 5-0 and ranked No. 9 in 
the state. Statesboro, at 4-2 overall and 1-0 in the 
sub-region, also needs a victory to stay in the 
league race. The Blue Devils meet Savannah Nov. 
2.

GEORGIA PREPS

Tonight’s games
Tift Co. ot Lowndes 
Valdosta ot Colquitt Co. 
Appling Co. ot Camden Co.-x 
Ware Co. at Worth Co.
Waycross at Pierce Co.-x 
Bainbridge at Monroe 
Brunswick at Effingham Co.-x 
Statesboro at Glynn Academy-x 
Thomasville at Coffee 
Cairo at Lee Co.-x 
Irwin Co. at Bacon Co.
Berrien Co. at Brantley Co.-x 
Arnold at McIntosh Co. Academy 
Atkinson at Charlton Co.-x 
Clinch Co. ot Cook Co.
Thomasville Central at Dougherty 
Benedictine at Beach-x 
Jenkins at Groves-x
Savannah at Bradwell Inst.-x 
Windsor-Forest at Johnson-x 
Fitzgerald at Albany
X—Region or sub-region game.

Savannah is at Hinesville to play Bradwell Insti­
tute in another key 3-AAAA “B” game. Bradwell is 
in much the same position as Glynn, 2-5 overall but 
1-0 in the sub-region.

In Region 1-AAA East, one team will most likely 
be eliminated from sub-region contention when Ap­
pling County plays Camden County at St. Marys. 
Both teams are 1-1 in league play behind unbeaten 
(6-0, 3-0) and eighth-ranked Ware County.

In other games in South Georgia, Tift County is 
at Lowndes, Brunswick is at Effingham County in 
a 3-AAAA “A” game, Ware County is at Worth 
County, Atkinson County is at Charlton County in a 
Region 2-A matchup, Thomasville Central is at Al­
bany Dougherty, Thomasville visits Douglas to play 
Coffee and Waycross is at Pierce County in a 2-AA 
South game.

Valdosta and what was then known as Moultrie 
High were fierce rivals in the ’50s and ’60s, but the 
Packers have fallen on hard times since then. 
Hughes says he hopes to revive the rivalry.

“It hasn’t been much of a rivalry in a long time,” 
Hughes said. “The last time Moultrie whipped Val­
dosta was in 1975. It’s not a rivalry unless you have 
an equal chance of winning, and Hie state of the ri­
valry over the past 10 years has not r been very 
8°**” O

Hughes says that Colquitt has to run the ball and 
keep Valdosta from breaking the big play to have 
a chance against the Wildcats. ■ A i

“Our strength has been our rushing game,” the 
Colquitt coach said. “They [Valdosta] are giving up 
virtually no yardage to the rush. That’s going to be 
the key. We can’t possess the football if we don’t 
rush it well. We can’t give them an unlimited oppor­
tunity to pull the trigger. Preventing the long pass 
or run is the key for us.”

The keys to Colquitt’s rushing game are senior 
running backs Nathaniel Lewis and Howard Ed­
wards. Lewis, a 185-pounder, has gained 332 yards 
in 44 tries. Edwards, a 165-pounder, has 360 yards in 

•67 rushes. Lewis is also senior quarterback Darrell 
Funderburk’s main receiver, with eight catches for 
110 yards as a wide receiver.

The Packers will be facing an explosive Valdosta 
offense that has scored no fewer than 21 points in 
any game. Nick Hyder’s Wildcats demonstrated 
their big-play potential in their last two games, 28-0 
and 35-7 victories over, respectively, Tift and 
Thomasville Central.

In last week’s romp over Central, which came in­
to the game unbeaten in 1-AAAA South, ’Cat scores 
included 66- and 30-yard bombs from quarterback 
Berke Holtzclaw to Darrell Leonard and Charles 
Steward and a 30-yard run by Willie Lewis.

Against Tift, Valdosta broke 95- and 28-yard scor­
ing passes from Holtzclaw to Leonard and Hosea 
Heard and a 70-yard run by Lewis.

Valdosta’s victory over Central assured the Wild­
cats of no worse than a tie for the sub-region cham­
pionship and a state playoff spot.
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Class of ’84
Schools in the Times- 

Union/Journal circulation area 
reclassified by the Georgia High 
School Association:

• Ocilla '

Irwin 3

Here is the area served by the Florida Times- 
Union/Jacksonville Journal.

X Thomasville j
| • ; .Quitman

^ -^3_ Ranier (

\ Lowndes
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By Daryl Bell
Sports writer

When people talk about tradition­
al rivalries in the hotbed that is 
South Georgia high school football, 
they mention historic series like 
Valdosta-Thomasville and 
Way cross-Ware County.

This year, though, those tradition­
al grudge battles have had just a lit­
tle bit of the intensity stripped from 
them.

The Georgia High School Associ­
ation’s biennial reclassification, 
moving schools up or down in class 
and realigning regions and sub­
regions, has seen to that.

The GHSA, the state governing 
body of high school athletics, has 
four classifications ranging from 
AAAA to A. The classifications for 
schools participating in athletics 
are based on average daily atten­
dance. Schools competing in Class 
AAAA must have an ADA of 975 or 
more, while AAA schools have an 
ADA of 559-874. Schools participat­
ing in AA have an ADA of 325-549, 
while A schools are from 324-down.

This year, several South Georgia 
Schools have been moved either up 
or down in class, including perenni­
al powers Thomasville (from AAAA 
to AAA) and Waycross (AAA to 
AA) and Bainbridge (AAA to 
AAAA).

And while teams like Thomas­
ville and Waycross will continue to 
play their traditional rivals, the 
games won’t be quite the same, 
since they’ll have no significance in 
the region championship chases.

“There were many people op­
posed to the move,” said Waycross 
football coach Dale Williams. “They 
look at the higher classification and 
feel that it is more competitive. 
That’s not true. Football is football, 
and in our case, it was a move that 
was definitely for the better.

“You want to give your team a 
decent chance at competing, and 
we felt that we couldn’t do that 
playing in AAA. Many people like to 
play in the higher class just to say 
that they’re a AAA or an AAAA 
school, but what good does that do

School 1983 1984

Albany AAAA AAA

Bainbridge AAA AAAA

Charlton Co. AA A

Coffee AAAA AAA

Effingham Co. AAA AAAA

Mitchell-Baker AAA AA

Thomasville AAAA AAA

Waycross AAA AA

Wayne Co. AAAA AAA

if you aren’t successful? There are 
many teams that are just as good in 
the lower classes as there are those 
in the higher ones.”

According to GHSA bylaws, Way­
cross — and Thomasville — could 
have opted to remain in the higher 
classification, but chose not to do 
so. Bainbridge had no choice — its 
ADA was two students over the 
maximum for Class AAA, so it was 
forced to move up.

In some cases, there’s no ques­
tion that reclassification can mean 
success. Three years ago, Bain­
bridge was faltering in rugged Re­
gion 1-AAAA, where it now finds it­
self once again. The Bearcats fin­
ished the 1981 season with a 5-5 
record. The following^ear, Bain­
bridge went down to 1-AAA and the 
school promptly won its first and 
only state championship, finishing 
the season at 14-1. The Bearcats did 
well last year, too, going 10-2 after 
losing in the region title game.

But those days of glory may be 
over.

“The ADA that they [the GHSA] 
use is from two years ago,” said 
Bainbridge coach Ralph Jones.

“And by those numbers, we’re only 
two students over the mark. We pe­
titioned to try and remain in AAA 
but lost. Now, we’re back in AAAA 
and it’s a whole new bailgame for 
us. I’m not angry, just a little bit 
dissappointed.

“What it really boils down to is 
that we’re a AAA playing in AAAA, 
and that’s going to hurt us,” said 
Jones. “When you’re playing in Re­
gion 1-AAAA, you have to be ready 
every week. There are no weak sis­
ters there like there are in other re­
gions. When you have powerhouses 
like Lowndes, Valdosta and Tift, 
you have to be ready to go every 
week. You can’t afford to rest play­
ers like you can in AAA. The com­
petition in AAAA is just that keen.”

But both Jones and Williams 
agree that moving up and down can 
be a blessing as well as it can be a 
curse. For example, chances are 
slim that Bainbridge would have 
won a state title in 1982 if it were 
competiting in AAAA. That was the 
same year that Valdosta finished 
15-0 with a state title.

“In some cases, it helps to make 
the move down,” said Williams. “In 
1976, we were dropped to AA after 
playing in AAA [then the largest 
classification] for several years. 
Our first year in AA wasn’t that 
good. We finished 3-7 and there was 
a lot of flack but the following year 
we went 14-0 and won the state title.

“It’s funny but we never won a 
thing in AAA. People thought we 
should have stayed there, and we 
really caught a lot of flack when we 
had that bad season. But when we 
won the title, it was as if nothing ev­
er happened. I’m not saying that the 
same thing is going to happen this 
time around.

“Goodness knows, it would be 
nice if it did but what people don’t 
seem to realize is that you must 
compete on the level that you’re on. 
I have no qualms about playing in 
AA this year and I’m looking for­
ward to it. Prestige is nice, but foot­
ball is played with 11 players, and 
believe me, you don’t need to be in 
a higher classification to lose a ball 
game.”
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Valdosta — as usual — is loaded again
Times-Union and Journal, Jacksonville, Saturday, August 25, 1984

By Lawrence Dennis
Sports writer । [

Valdosta is loaded again.
Valdosta has another standout quarterback.
Valdosta is being touted as the team to beat in 

tough Region 1-AAAA and the probable state 
Class AAAA champion this year.

So what else is new?
The question is, can the Wildcats regain the 

state championship form that took them to the 
title in 1982 and get out of what is undeniably 
Georgia’s toughest region as the champion?

Last year, Valdosta won the North sub-region 
title and its first playoff game to extend its two- 
season win streak to 26 games. But then the 
’Cats ran into a Tift team that they had beaten 
14-10 in the regular season for the sub-region ti­
tle and were knocked out of the playoffs by a 
17-13 loss with an 11-1 record.

Tift, naturally, went on to win the state cham­
pionship.

This year, Valdosta won’t have to beat Tift for 
the regular-season title, since the Wildcats will 
be playing in the South sub-region as the result 
of the Georgia High School Association’s realign­
ment. Still, there’s little reason for Nick Hyder, 
entering his 11th season at the Wildcats’ helm, to 
rejoice in that.

Valdosta is in the sub-region with cross-town 
arch-rival Lowndes, which is always tough, a 
Bainbridge team that won the state Class AAA 
title in 1982 and made the playoffs last year be­
fore moving up to AAAA and a Thomasville Cen­
tral team that is expected to be rejuvenated un­
der new coach Charles Greene.

What Hyder can be happy about is that the 
Wildcats, as usual, will field enough top-flight 
football players to make two or three region­
championship-caliber teams in most leagues.

Leading the list is senior quarterback Berke 
Holtzclaw. Quarterback is the key position at 
Valdosta, and Wildcat teams have been famous

for all-everything signalcallers like Stan Bounds, 
Buck Belue, John Lastinger and Ted West, who 
led the region last year with 71 completions on 
132 attempts for 1,190 yards and 10 TDs.

Holtzclaw might ^m that select club. Hyder 
said he was good enough to be the starting quar­
terback last year, but the Valdosta coach, using 
his patented system of having his signalcaller of 
the future start at wide receiver, usually had the 
6-foot, 175-pound senior catching footballs, not 
throwing them.

Still, Holtzclaw, a second-generation Wildcat 
whose father Billy was an end on Wright Baze­
more’s 1960-62 state and national championship 
teams, is hardly a rank rookie under center — he 
hit on 14 of 41 for 233 yards last season.

“If you’re talking about taking snaps, Berke 
probably took as many as Teddy,” Hyder said. 
“Teddy was just older and had more experi­
ence.”

This year, Holtzclaw is expected to come into 
his own.

“He’s a good passer and a good ball handler, 
and he’s a little more mobile, foot-wise [than 
West],” Hyder said of Holtzclaw.

The rest of the Wildcats’ multiple offense is 
expected to be just as versatile as ever, but Hy­
der’s boys will have to do without their premier 
running back for at least the first few games.

Tony Anderson, a bruising (6-0,208-pound) full­
back who was fourth in the region rushing last 
year with 705 yards on 124 attempts for a 5.69 av­
erage and who is a Times-Union/Journal Super 
11 preseason pick, underwent an abdominal op­
eration in late July and will miss the first few 
weeks of the season.

But the Wildcats are as deep at running back 
as they are everywhere else. Willie Lewis, a 5-10, 
160-pound senior who ran behind Dana Brinson 
last year (Brinson signed with Nebraska), senior 
Scot Braswell (5-9, 165) and junior Tony Man­

grum (5-8, 145) will mind the store until Ande; 
son’s return. *

On the catching end, tight end Darrell Leon­
ard (6-0, 190) is back for his final year after 
catching 16 passes for 286 yards as a junior, and 
Hosea Herd, a 6-1, 170-pound junior who has 4.5 
speed in the 40, returns at split end. That’s not to 
mention Charles Steward, a 6-2,199-pound fresh­
man who, when he’s not playing wide receiver, is 
a backup — what else? — quarterback.

Up front, the offensive line has good size. John 
Reaves, a 5-11,190-pound senior, has been moved 
to guard from center, where he’ll be replaced by 
Jeff Davis, a 6-0, 200-pound junior who made the 
long snaps last year. Johnny Crook, a 5-11, 240- 
pound junior, is back at one tackle slot, while the 
other will be manned by Marty Howell, a 6-2,270- 
pound junior who was second-string last season.

The heart of the defense will be senior line­
backer John Porter. Porter has already been all- 
everything. The senior 6-0, 215-pounder was the 
only junior on the Class AAAA all-state team 
last year and is a Super 11 preseason pick this 
year.

“Porter is one of those once-in-a-lifetime play­
ers,” Hyder said, adding that he has also been 
the ’Cats’ regular placekicker for two years.

Porter is just one of eight starters back on the 
Wildcat defense. Other regulars include corner­
back Elijah Holmes, a 5-10, 170 senior; safety 
David Thomas, a 6-1, 175-pound senior who also 
does the punting (in the 36-37-yard range); safe­
ty Derrick Folsom (6-1, 175, senior); defensive 
end Ernest Mangrum (5-9, 180, senior); tackles 
Jimmy Lewis (6-1, 218, senior) and James Wake­
field (6-3, 210, senior); and middle guard Kevin 
Miller (5-10, 190, junior).

Also expected to see plenty of action, if not to 
start, is John Wheeless, a 6-0, 240-pound sopho­
more middle guard/tackle who logged quite a bit 
of playing time last year.

It looks like a battle for second
By Lawrence Dennis
Sports writer

Charles Greene is no stranger to 
Region 1-AAAA.

Greene, who is battling this year 
to restore Thomasville Central to 
respectability in the league as the 
Yellow Jackets’ first-year coach, 
played at Valdosta, was an assistant 
to the legendary Wright Bazemore, 
succeeded him at the Wildcat helm 
in 1972 and coached two seasons be­
fore leaving for Toccoa Stephens
County playoff spot and possibly a rematch

So you figure Greene knows of the title game two weeks later, 
whereof he speaks when he says
that Valdosta is the team to beat in 
the new, four-team 1-AAAA South
sub-region.

“I think that’s definitely right” 
Greene said when asked if it was a 
matter of a battle for second behind 
the Wildcats among Lowndes, Bain­
bridge and Central “He [Valdosta 
coach Nick Hyder] oughta be the 
state champion. I think us, Bain­
bridge and Lowndes are all pretty 
much equal to each other. I think 
any one of us can step in and play 
some sort of spoiler role.”

Of course, the new sub-region 
alignment could mean that for the 
first time in years, Valdosta and 
crosstown arch-rival Lowndes 
could settle the championship on 
the field in one climactic, season­
ending Armageddon.

REGION
1-AAAA SOUTH
head-to-head Wildcat-Viking clash 
was for was bragging rights for 
Lowndes County. Now, when the 
two meet Nov. 9 in the last game of 
the regular season, it could be for 
the sub-region title. And the loser 
could take second place, meaning a

As long as Valdosta remained in 
1-AAAA North and Lowndes in 1- 
AAAA South, the primary thing the



Times Staff PhotosSeaborn Williams (87) Threw Dog QB Alvin Le iks To Turf On One Of 3 Sacks

Valdosta Manhandles T’ville
Wildcats Win Season Opener, 21-3

By STEVE CORRIGAN time Thomasville beat Valdos- Hyder said, “and we got th:

First Downs 
Yards Rushing 
Yards Passing 
Passes 
Fumbles Lost 
Punting 
Penalties

VAL 
20 

198 
122 

18 7-1
5-3 

4-35.1 
4-25

THO 
4

40
52

7 3-0
10

7 28.0 
4-38

Hyde/ said, “and we got that 
long drive for a touchdown. ’ *

STATISTICS

Times Sports Editor
Mike Hodges hadn’t tasted 

defeat in a regular-season 
game in over two years. But 
the first-year Thomasville 
coach had his memory re­
freshed Friday night at Cleve-' 
land Field.

Top-ranked Valdosta handed 
Hodges and his Bulldogs a 21-3 
setback in the season-opening 
game for both teams before a 
crowd of over 8,000.

Hodges came to Thomasville 
from West Rome where his 
teams the last two seasons 
went 30-0 and captured two 
Class AA titles.

But after jumping out to a 3-0 
lead on a 34-yard David Ross 
field goal less than halfway 
through the first period, Thom­
asville could do nothing but 
watch as the Valdosta defense 
shut its offense down, while the 
Wildcat offense, which sput­
tered early with a rash of 
fumbles, cranked up for 
touchdowns in the first, second 
and fourth periods.

“Our defense was tough,” 
said Valdosta coach Nick 
Hyder, whose Wildcats have 
now won 26 straight regular­
season games spanning back to 
1981 when Thomasville up­
ended them 14-3. It was the last

ta. “Our defense has to play 
like that until our offense gets 
the execution down.”

Valdosta fumbled deep in its 
own territory on its first 
possession. Thomasville took 
over at the 18, but could only 
muster one yard before Ross 
came on to kick a field goal.

Valdosta again fumbled deep 
in its own territory on the 
ensuing kickoff at the 25. 
Again, though, the Wildcat 
defense stiffened and Ross was 
short on a 44-yard field goal 
attempt.

Thomasville never got that 
close to the Valdosta goal again 
in the game. In fact, the 
Bulldogs were limited to just 
four first downs — two in each 
half — and 92 total yards in the 
game.

Meanwhile, Valdosta, which 
fumbled five times in the game 
losing three and threw an 
interception, began executing 
on offense after the missed 
Thomasville field goal. Behind 
the running of quarterback 
Berke Holtzclaw, who led all 
rushers with 96 yards, tailback 
Willie Lewis, who was second 
with 79, and Scott Braswell, the 
’Cats drove 80 yards in 10 plays 
to go up 7-3. Braswell covered 
the final three yards with a 
plunge off tackle for the 
touchdown. John Porter, who 
converted all three extra-point 
attempts he tried, booted the 
PAT putting the ’Cats on top 
for good.

“The factor for us was they 
tired in the second quarter/’

Taking over at its 20 with 
3:55 left in the half, Valdosta 
ripped off runs of 20 and 10 
yards by Lewis, 17 by 
Holtzclaw and 11 by Braswell 
to reach the Thomasville 16 in 
seven plays. Holtzclaw 
sprinted around end, dodging 
two defenders and racing the 
final 16 yards for the score and 
a 14-3 lead with 1:55 left in the 
half.

Following a scoreless third 
period, Holtzclaw raced 31 
yards on the identical play he 
scored on in the second period 
for the Wildcats’ final 
touchdown. This time he got 
some help near the goal line on 
a block by wide receiver Randv 
Bell. ‘

“Randy made a beautiful 
block,” Hyder said.

To go along with his 96 
rushing yards, Holtzclaw 
completed six passes for 97 
yards with no .interceptions. 
The Ione interception was 
tossed by back up quarterback 
Greg Talley in the fourth 
quarter. But Holtzclaw did lose 
a fumble when he mishandled a 
snap from center.

Besides three extra points. 
Porter was in on 10 tackles, 
including one quarterback sack 
and two vicious licks. He also 
made a fine solo stop despite 
having to fight off two Thom­
asville linemen.

Earnest Manghram. Bill 
Kirby and Seaborn Williams all 
recorded sacks for 42 yards in 
loses.

Berke Holtzclaw Rushed For 2 TDs

Thomasville 
Valdosta

Score By Quarters

7-21

SCORING
T'ville - Ross 34 field goal, 7 411st
Valdosta - Braswell 3 run (Porter kick), 

l :421st
Valdosta - Holtzclaw 16 run (Porter kick). 

1 552nd
Valdosta - Holtzclaw 31 run (Porter kick) 

5.214th

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing; T'ville — Leaks 7, JBcKSon 11. 

Pittman 4, Williams 3, Clark minus 17, Ellis 
27, Donald 5. Valdosta - Holtzclaw 96. Lewis 
79. Braswell 25, Leonard 2, Manghram 1, 
Dixon 0, Talley minus-5.

Passing: T’ville — Leaks 6 2 0 17; Clark 
110. 35. Valdosta — Holtzclaw 14-6 0. 97; 
Talley 4 2 1.25.

Receiving; TMIte — Williams 19 Bush 
2-43 Valdos’- — Heard *64, Leonard 1 18, 
Bell 2 26. McGuyrt 1 14.



Keeps Rolling Along

Wildcats Fall Behind Early, Rally For 35-7 Win
See Related Story, Page7 
By STEVE CORRIGAN

Times Sports Editor
There’s something about 

early deficits that seems to 
bring out the best in the 
top-ranked Valdosta Wildcats. 
Ot the seven games the ’Cats 
have played so far this season, 
they have found themselves
trailing in the first quarter in 
three of them, only to come 
........................................... bigstorming back to win in a 

way.
STATISTICS

First Downs
Yards Rushing
Yards Passing 
Passes
Fumbles Lost
Punting
Penalties

Valdosta

VAL
20 

225 
175

27 11 2 
2-2

1 30.0 
765

the

CEN
9

40
82

9 5 0
30

6 31.0
997

followed
scenario to perfection Friday 
night at Cleveland Field 
against Thomasville Central in 
a Region 1-AAAA South sub­
region game.

Down 7-0 barely five minutes 
into the game, the ’Cats struck 
for touchdowns in each period 
— two in the third — to rout the

Yellow Jackets 35-7 before an 
estimated 7,500 fans.

“I wasn’t surprised,” said 
Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder of finding his team 
behind early. “Central has a 
good team. That’s a senior 
ballclub.”

The win kept Valdosta’s re­
cord unblemisned at 7-0 overall 
and 2-0 in the sub-region. 
Central fell to 4-2 and 0-1. 
Across town, Lowndes beat 
Bainbridge in another South 
sub-region game, 28-6. The loss 
eliminated Bainbridge from 
the playoffs with an 0-2 sub­
region worksheet. Lowndes is 
4-2 and 1-0.

“We thought Central was a 
fine football team," Hyder 
added, “and I thought our 
youngsters played well against 
them.”

Central’s touchdown, a 7- 
yard run by quarterback Mark 
Hunter with 7:03 left in the first 
period, was the first time the 
Yellow Jackets have scored on

Valdosta since the 1980 Region 
1-AAAA playoffs. Since then 
Valdosta nas outscored them 
93-0.

But first-year Central coach 
Charlie Greene, who coached 
Valdosta during the 1972 and 
’73 seasons, ended the scoreless 
string the first time his Jackets 
got the ball. After holding the 
Cats to three downs and a 

punt, Central marched 58 yards 
in eight plays capped by Hunt­
er’s touchdown run. Todd 
Wilson kicked the extra point 
and Central led 7-0.

That score only seemed to 
light a fire under the ’Cats, who 
responded with an 80-yard 
drive to paydirt following the 
ensuing kickoff. Fifteen plays 
(and a crucial Central offsides 
penalty at the Jacket 9) later, 
Willie Lewis swept right and 
scored on a 5-yara run with :23 
left in the first period. John 
Porter kicked the first of five 
successful extra points to knot 
the score at 7-all going into the 
second period.

Lewis finished the game with

85 yards on 11 carries. He also 
scored two touchdowns. The 
senior tailback now has 554 
yards rushing this season, 
which was enough to vault him 
into second place in the region 
rushing race.
Please See “Valdosta,” Page 7

Score By Quarters 
Thomasville Central 7 0 0 6—7
Valdosta 7 7 14 7-35

SCORING
Central — Hunter 7 run (Wilson kick), 7:03 

1st.
Valdosta — Lewis 5 run (Porter kick), :23 

1st.
Valdosta — Leonard 66 pass from Holtzclaw 

(Porter kick), 6:49 2nd.
Valdosta — Lewis 30 run (Porter kick), 9:33 

3rd
Valdosta — Steward 30 pass from Holtzclaw 

(Porter kick), :43 3rd.
Valdosta — Braswell 1 run (Porter kick), 

5:38 4th.

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing: Valdosta — Holtzclaw 15-33, 

Anderson 13-60, Lewis 11-85, Braswell 7 22, 
Manghram 2-3, Dixon 5-22. Central - Hunter 7 
minus 55, M. Davis 4-7, Brown 14 48, Jones 
640

Passing: Valdosta - Holtzclaw 23-9-2, 149. 
Anderson 1-0-0, 0, Talley 3 2-0, 9. Central — 
Hunter 9 5-0,82.

Receiving: Valdosta — Heard 5 63, Leonard 
3-82, Steward 130. Central — D Davis i n, 
Bean 1 19, Johnson 1 16, Jones 1 16 
Brown 1 20.

Times Staff Photo By Rick Bender

Jimmy Lewis And Valdosta’s ‘D’ Sacked Central QB 6 Times



Valdosta Rallies To Drop 
Determined ^TiR 16-7;

Revenge No Factor
For Brodie’s Blue Devils Vs. Valdosta

By KOGER B. BROWN 
Tinies Staff Writer

Tift County head coach Jim Brodie said revenge won't be a 
factor in Friday's first-round playoff encounter against the 
nation's top-ranked prep football team at Cleveland Field at 8 
p.m.

Both teams will have a score of sorts to settle among 
themselves come Friday night.

Last year, the top-ranked Wildcats saw their unbeaten season 
come to an a brunt end when the Blue Devils avenged a 14-10 
regular season setback by slipping by the Valdosta 17-13 in the 
Region 1 championship game.

This year, the Wildcats got a measure of revenge when thev 
Pa8/ ^ Blue Devils in Tifton by a 28-0 count enroute to 

another perfect regular season finish. ‘
That Joss dropped the defending state champion Blue Devils to 

the .500 level at 3-3. But, since then, they've been a different 
team. Tifton has run roughshod over three of the four opponents 
theyve faced since that game, including a 56-3 stomping of

Albany Westover last week.
“The important thing is. we’ve won more than we've lost, and 

this (the playoffs) is what we’ve been playing for all season 
long. ’ Brodie said. “We’ve been playing a lot better lately, and a 
lot of that has to do with the emergence of sophomore 
quarterback Tye Cottle as a team leader.

Cottle is playing with a lot of confidence right now, and he has 
really come on as of late.’’ Brodie added. “We re also in probably 
the best physical shape that we’ve been in all season, with only 
one starter — senior defensive back Wesley McGriff — out of 
action.”

Brodie said the regular season defeat is still lingers on his 
players minds, and that game let them know that “Valdosta was 
for real.”

Brodie also said that he was concerned with the Wildcats 
running game, and called the Wildcats’ Willie Lewis, “the best 
back in the entire region.”

“He really broke our back in the regular season game with a 
long 70-yard run at the start of the second half.” Brodie said. “I

heard that he was supposed to be hobbled a little bit with an ankle 
injury, which may be the only thing that’ll slow him down.”

As always, Brodie feels turnovers will be a key factor in 
Friday’s winner. It was a problem his team was hampered with 
in the early part of the season, but seemed to have rectified in the 
last four games.

“We just have to hope that they’ll make some mistakes, and 
that we can play a perfect game,’’ Brodie said. “We have played 
with a lot more consistency in the past few weeks which has 
helped our overall confidence.

“We can’t play an average ball game and expect to win,” 
Brodie added. “We have to play over our heads, and almost a 
perfect game just to be able to have a chance to win i t ' ’

Another thing that concerned Brodie in the earlv part of the 
season was his defense, which he said wasn’t playing like some of 
his previous defenses. But. he said they had a great game against 
Lowndes High as did the team, and things have kind of turned 
around since then.

According to Brodie, that Lowndes game was the best that his

team has played all season. He added that same kind of effort 
Friday would make for an interesting contest.

“I'm concerned about that Ghost at Cleveland Field, which will 
get you seven points before you even line up.” Brodie said. “As 
long as its not before the game, it’ll be alright

“I m expecting a tough, physical contest Friday night, and I’m 
excited about the opportunity to be coming to Valdosta.’’ Brodie 
added. “Their defense is so dominant, I just hope that we won’t 
be embarrassed by them like the last time. ’’

The winner of the Valdosta-Tifton game will take on the 
Lowndes-Colquitt County winner for the Region 1 championship 
next week. Tne winner of that matchup will visit the winner of 
Region 4 in third round playoff action.

In the fourth round, the winner of the game between Region I 
and 4 will host the winner of the game between Region 2 and 3 for 
the South championship in the semi-final round.

In final round action, the North Georgia champion will visit the 
the South Georgia champ for the state championsnip game.
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Wildcat
Fever

Valdosta High had 
strong competition from 
Lowndes High, but the 
Wildcats prevailed 28-6 in 
both team’s final regu­
lar-season contest. Val­
dosta finished with a 9-0 
overall record, 3-0 in Re­
gion 1-AAAA South sub­
region action, while 
Lowndes closed at 6-3 
overall, 2-1 in the sub­
region. The schools 
advance to the high 
school football playoffs. 
The ’Cats host the Tift 
County Blue Devils Fri­
day night at 8, while the 
Plow boys travel to 
Moultrie for a meeting 
with the Colquitt County 
Packers. See related 
story on page C2 for more 
details on Friday even­
ing’s game at Cleveland

Special Photo by DeRon Coppage

Field.

RB Andy Mansukhani Was Tackled By ’Cat Defender Jimmy Lewis

Special Photo by DeRon Coppage

Injured Roger Culpepper Was Consoled

The ’Cats Celebrated Another Win Friday Night
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the Valdosta

10-play drive thatrun

Valdosta’s Tony

5100 
6 4

3 21.6
3 45

10 171
6 4

331.0
1285

First Downs 
Yards Rushing 
Yards Passing 
Passes 
Fumbles Lost 
Punting 
Penalties

W^in S ^^ college enflra,n’ 
Brandon said in <^rg eve y py significant factor

went 80 yards.
The backup 'Cats got the ball 

back, fumbled it away, got it 
fumbled back to them, and 
almost scored on a nine-play,

^Efe—« ^ -

down the rignt sideline from 
sophomore quarterback Greg 
Talley to sophomore wide re­
ceiver William Jones. But the

And although
High was still making 
mistakes, the Wildcats playei

&8» on U« verbal seclion - ™ * ">»“■• ” ^ ^ 

in™?S!^ «'"■"■'•- 4,1 ”“'A

^a/X^X •» “’X pari o( the lea. and « «“»

”i:S'^^^ “”'“"81 "* “

touchdowns.”
After the first Valdosta 

score, Waycross fumbled the 
kickoff and the ball landed in 
Wildcat John Porter’s arms. 
He grabbed it at the Waycross 
22 and was tackled on the 7. 
Valdosta scored in three plays 
with Willie Lewis going in from 
the 4. Holtzclaw passed to 
Lewis for the extra points, and 
Valdosta led 14-7.

Valdosta controlled the ball 
throughout much of the second 
Quarter. Holtzclaw scored from 

le 1 with 5:42 left in the half, 
and he’d helped set up the 
score with a 46-yard keeper 
around the right end. Lewis 
also aided on the drive with 
runs of 18 and 19 yards.

The Bulldogs then ran a 
series of plays before having to 
punt, ana the Wildcats drove 
down for another score. The 
’Cats went 59 yards in two 
plays, aided by a 15-yard 
Waycross conduct penalty, a 
16-yard Holtzclaw run and a 
28-yard touchdown pass from 
Hotzclaw to Mario Smallwood.

The Bulldogs took over at 
their 19, but Daniel fumbled the 
ball on the second play from 
scrimmage, allowing ’Cat de­
fensive back Elijah Holmes to

from scrimmage, and Porter 
split the uprights, making the 
score 34-7.

The Wildcats held the ball 
almost the entire third quarter, 
although their only score was a 
12-yard touchdown run by 
Holtzclaw with 2:39 left in the 
frame. During the final 
quarter, Hyder sent in every 
Wildcat he felt deserved play-

impressively in a 47-14 win 
over the Way cross Bulldogs at 
Memorial Stadium before a 
crowd of 6,000.

Way cross scored first and 
was very much in the game 
throughout the first quarter, 
but couldn’t sustain any 
momentum in the second 
quarter and final half.

Early in the first quarter, 
Bulldog tailback Victor Daniels 
cut up the middle, broke two 
tackles and scored on a 41-yard 
run. The Bulldogs took four 
plays to drive 73 yards, with 
Tyler Faulk adding the extra

fmes Stall Photo

Anderson Made His Return With 11-Yard Run

point for a 7-0 WayCross lead.
Waycross jumped to the 

early lead, but was unable to 
keep Valdosta from scoring, 
according to Waycross head 
coach Dale Williams.

“We played good the first 
quarter, but we just didn’t have 
enough depth to go after that,” 
said Williams, a former 
Wildcat standout. “And there 
were a lot of big turnovers.

“The difference was. when 
we got them (turnovers), we 
didn’t do much with them, but 
when Valdosta got their’s, they 
did something with them. ’ ’

Valdosta struck back with 
two touchdowns in the first 
quarter and three more before 
halftime. With 5:27 left in the 
first quarter, Hosea Heard 
caught a 12-yard pass from 
Berke Holtzclaw for Valdosta’s 
first score. The touchdown pass 
capped a 12-play, 83-yard 
drive, which was a highlight of 
the game for Wildcat head 
coach Nick Hyder.

“That (the first drive) is 
what I like to see,” Hyder said. 
“The kids didn’t panic when 
they got down.

“The defense got the ball 
back, and our offense came 
down to score a couple

By SYLVIA COOPER v

“^Showever, still ranks 49th among the 50 states, rank.ng 

only above South Carolina. Lowndes High scored an average
1984 graduatings®™0^ from and Valdosta High School 

of 41 ^J^J^S^ average, although both 
IcS scored below the ^“^^^ SAT, the nation’s 

The College Board, which a^TXission, said Wednesday 
s^ring ^ i963'M sc y

(kick failed) 5.271st
Valdosta — Lewis 4 run (Lewis pass from 

Holtzclaw) 4.08ist .
Valdosta - Holtzclaw 1 run (Porter kick) 

5:422nd ' , _
Valdosta — Smallwood 28 pass from 

Holtzclaw (Porter kick) 3:422nd
Valdosta - Gamble 5 run (kick failed) 2:25 

2nd
Valdosta — Holtzclaw 12 run (Henderson

Waycross — Streeter 1 run (Faulk kick) 
10:43 4th

Valdosta - Steward 22 pass from Hayslip 
(kick failed) 3 00 4th

INDIVIDUALSTATS
Rushing. Valdosta — Holtzclaw 16 29, 

Lewis 12 94, Braswell 12 94, Gamble 4 19, 
Talley 3 minus 12, Manghrum 2 4, Dixon 2-4, 
Henderson 14, Hayslip 1 minus 10 , .^' 
derson 310. Waycross — Daniels 12 60, 
Streeter 9 39, Harris 4 minus-15, Butts 3 23, 
Evans 2 8, White 15, Roach 2-3, Edwards 1- 
minus 9.

Passing: Valdosta - Holtzclaw 6 3 0, 49; 
Talley 2-10, 35. Hayslip 2-10. 22. Waycross 
- Jones 10 6 0, 52 Saussy 11-0, 28; Harns 
6 3 1,33 . ,

Receiving Valdosta — Heard 2-32, 
'Smallwood 1 27. Steward 1 22, Jones 1-35. 
Waycross-Buttsi 40. Daniels3 39.

Top-Ranked Valdosta j 
Has Its Way With Waycross

2-0 Wildcats Play Impressively In 47-14 Win Over Bulldogs 
^x^t’ «ws?x, -sars«,.. van.... ^:h.^ |S^^“

times Staff Writer
WAYCROSS - The tempera­

ture was 78 degrees, the sky 
was clear and there was that 
slight fall nip in the air — 
perfect conditions for a Friday 
night football game.

STATISTICS

35-yard pass gave the Cats a 
first down on the Waycross 
4-yard line, and they fumbled.

Score By Quarters
V«W°sta J
Waycross 7 0 0 7—14

Waycross — Daniels 4 run (Faulk kick)
10 151st

Valdosta - Heard 12 pass from Holtzclawing time
“We played 79 people,” he 

said. “There are two players 
we didn’t get eligibility back 
on, and one is out for dis­
ciplinary reasons — everybody 
else played.”

The second- and third- 
stringers put on a fine perfor­
mance. with the offense scor­
ing almost twice and the de­
fense relinquished just one 
score. When Hyder pulled out 
his starters, the Bulldogs were 
able to score with 10:43 left in 
the fourth Quarter. Ben 
Streeter scored on a 1-yard

Well Above State Average

Brandon joined HU

school seniors take the SAT.
Spared nalfonally and Jost 3 percent in Iowa

went in on a
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Shf Valuta Pailg limes

Anderson Runs For 107 Yards And 3 TDs

Westover No Match For

Top- Ranked 1V aldosta

Times Staff Photo By Rick Bender

QB Berke Holtzclaw Pitches To Anderson On Option

The ’Cat Is Back
By EARL PERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High running back 
Tony Anderson may not be 100 
percent, but you couldn’t con­
vince the Albany Westover 
Patriots of that fact Friday 
night at Cleveland Field.

First Downs 
Yards Rushing 
Yards Passing 
Passes 
Fumbles Lost 
Punting 
Penalties

WES

53
4 6 )

3
8 32.0

5-51

VMS 
21 

3)7 
87

6 17 I 
1 

1 35.0
3 15

Anderson rushed 17 times for 
105 yards and three 
touchdowns to lead the 
Wildcats to a 42-0 non-sub­
region win over the Patriots, 
but the junior hasn’t fully 
recovered from intestinal 
surgery which was performed 
prior to the season, according 
to head coach Nick Hyder

“Tony is playing at 190 
(pounds) instead of 205, and 
playing 12 to 15 pounds lighter 
makes a difference,”, Hyder 
said. “His acceleration and 
velocity is hindered, so he can’t 
generate the power needed. 
But he's back — he’s ready to

go.”
The Wildcat offense was 

stagnant in the first quarter, 
but Anderson scored twice in 
the second quarter and helped 
the Valdosta rout However, 
Anderson wasn’t the only 
Wildcat who had an outstand­
ing night, as Hyder said 
quarterback Berke Holtzclaw 
“handled the offense real 
well.”

Holtzclaw completed 4 of 11 
passes for 70 yards, plus he 
carried the ball 10 times for 83 
yards. Holtzclaw drove the 
Wildcats down the field in the 
second quarter, but Anderson 
was the one who punched the 
ball in.

The 'Cats went 10 plays in 80 
yards, with Anderson scoring 
on a 7-yard run with 7:07 left in 
the first half. The ’Cats kicked, 
the Patriots ran three plays 
and then punted. Valdosta 
drove 60 yards in seven plays, 
with Anderson scoring on a 
2-yard run. He had helped 
sustain the drive with a 28-yard 
run.

Valdosta had trouble in the 
first quarter, but began coming

back in the second frame and 
fully regrouped during 
halftime, according to Hyder.

“The first quarter was a big 
problem for us,” he said. 
“They came out with loops and 
slants, and it was difficult to 
pick up the blocking angles.

“We were surprised, because 
they hadn’t shown that before. 
That was their (the Patriots’) 
best effort all year, to my 
knowledge.”

Hyder credited Valdosta’s 
offensive and defensive 
coaches with adjusting to 
Westover’s new look. The de­
fense shut down the Patriot 
offense in the second half, 
allowing the ’Cats’ offense to 
come back for four 
touchdowns, Hyder said.
“I don’t think their 

(Westover’s) offense sputtered 
— I think it was the Wildcat 
defense.” he said. ‘Tt was the 
same thing for them 
(Westover) — they did a good 
job against our offense.

“You can’t take anything 
away from their defense in the 
first quarter, but it was a good 
effort on our part to score two

touchdowns in the second 
quarter.”

Valdosta scored near the end 
of the third quarter on a 
55-yard yard run, and the 
Wildcats got the ball back on 
Westovers first play from 
scrimmage as John Porter 
intercepted the ball. The ’Cats 
went 69 yards in seven plays, 
with running back Scott 
Braswell capping the drive on 
a 1-yard touchdown.

The ’Cats set up another 
score as defensive lineman 
Jimmy Lewis recovered a 
fumble on the Westover 26. 
Two plays later Anderson 
scored on a 17-yard run. The 
Cats had gone up 35-0 with 6:58 
left in the game, but the 
weren’t through scoring. Val­
dosta drove 56 yards in six 
plays, with Greg Talley 
throwing a 13-yard scoring 
strike to Joe Paoletti.

Westover head coach Paul 
Lounsberry could have been 
more pleased with the score, 
which can be directly related to 
when his starting quarterback 
returns. Todd Northrup broke 
his wrist two weeks before the

season started, causing grave 
problems for the Patriot of 
tense, according to 
Lou ns berry.

“What counts is the score, 
and we didn't execute our 
offense enough to put the ball 
in the end zone,” he said. “I'm 
still displeased with the 
quarterback situation,

“He (Northrup) may be able 
to kick next week, but I don't 
think he’ll be able to throw for 
awhile. Hopefully, he’ll be back 
quarterbacking for the 
Doughery game in two weeks. ”

But Valdosta was 
Lounsberry’s biggest concern 
Friday night. The Cats’ de­
fense made Montrel Green 
Westover’s leading rusher with 
six carries for 27 yards.

Score By Quarters
Westover 0 0 0 0—0
Valdosta 0 14 7 2M2 I

VHS — Anderson7run(Por’er kick) 7.07 2nd I
VHS — Anderson 2 run (Porter kick) 2:17 

’nd
VHS — Holtzclaw 55 run (Porter kick) 3a 

3rd
VHS - Braswell I run (Porter kick) 9 12 

4th
VHS - Anderson 17 run (Steward kick) 6:58 

4tn
VHS - Paotefti 13 pass from Talley 

(Steward kick) 3:364th



Valdosta’s Still 
No. 1; Clarke Wildcats Nail
Is Closing Fast

ATLANTA (AP) - Lincoln County and Marist are newly 
anointed No. 1 teams in this week’s Associated Press poll of 
Georgia high school football teams, moving up to replace 
Palmetto and Americus, both of which lost Friday.

Clarke Central remains No. 2 in Class AAAA, although the 
Gladiators moved closer to top-ranked Valdosta. In Class AA, 
West Rome and Dooly County continued their recent one-two 
tradition. . . . ™

Gainesville, 3-0, received seven votes for first place in Class 
AAA, while Marist got only one. But the War Eagles. 2-0, piled up 
four second- and four third-place votes to go along with two for 
fourth and one for fifth, edging the Red Elephants by one point in 
voting by a panel of Georgia sportswriters and sportscasters.

Points are awarded on a basis of 10 for first, nine for second, 
eight for third and so on.

Americus had been ranked first, but the Panthers were 
defeated Friday by ninth-rated Cairo, opening the way for a new 
No. 1 team. And Marist’s 13-7 victory over then-fourth ranked 
Woodward Academy last weekend apparently impressed the 
panelists more than Gainesville’s 24-0 defeat of Elbert County.

Cairo, 2-1, moved into third and Americus, 1-1, dropped into a 
sixth-place tie with Thomson, 2-0.

North Springs continued its climb in the rankings. After 
debuting at eighth three weeks ago, the Spartans, 2-0, moved to 
sixth last week and fourth this week. Westside, 2-0, climbed to 
fifth- .

Cedartown’s Friday night victory over Dalton, then tied with 
Woodward for fourth, elevated the Bulldogs, 3-0, into the rankings 
for the first time this season.

Fitzgerald, 2-0, and idle last weekend, neverthless entered the 
poll at ninth this week, followed by Woodward Academy, 1-1.

It wasn't surprising that Lincoln County ascended to the No. 1 
position vacated by Palmetto in Class A.

Before last year’s reclassification dropped them to Class A, the 
Red Devils fielded a successful Class AA team, compiling a 42-7 
record in the last four seasons and making it to the state 
semifinals the last two years.

So even though idle last weekend, Lincoln County was in the 
best position to benefit from the Raiders' loss to Collins Friday. 
No. 3 Bremen might have been able to take advantage of a losing 
Palmetto and idle Lincoln to jump into first. But the Blue Devils, 
2-1, were defeated by Villa Rica and fell to 10th.

Greenville, 3-0, moved to second, followed by Wrens, 3-0; 
Chattanooga Valley, 3-0; Buford, 2-0; Wilcox County, 2-0; 
Palmetto, 2-1; Hogansville, 2-0 , and Commerce, 2-0.

Griffin’s 17-14 defeat of LaGrange caused the only change in 
the Class AAAA rankings.

Valdosta, 3-0, received seven of 11 first place votes to stay 
ahead of Clarke Central. Even though the Wildcats punished 
Monroe 47-6 Friday, Clarke Central's 13-0 shutout of a highly 
rated Jeff Davis. Ala., team caused the Gladiators, 3-0, to pick up 
two more first place votes than last week. Still it wasn’t enough to 
unseat Valdosta. , „ w

Following the Gladiators were Southwest DeKalb, 3-0; Warner 
Robins, 2-0-1; Tift County, 2-1; and Newnan, 1-0-1 — all the same 
as last week. , , „ . .

Griffin, 2-0, moved from eighth to seventh, followed by 
Bainbridge. 3-0; Wheeler, 3-0; and Central-Thomasville, 2-0 — 
each of which moved up one notch, with the exception of Central 
which was unranked last week.

Down No. 1
Unanimously

ATLANTA (AP) — There is 
little doubt this week as to 
which of Georgia's high school 
football teams are the best in 
their classification.

Valdosta is a unanimous pick 
as the best in Class AAAA, and 
West Rome and Lincoln County 
are one vote short of unani­
mous in Class AA and Class A. 
Class AAA Marist received 
seven of 12 possible first place 
votes to strengthen its position 
as the top Class AAA school.

In the previous poll, Clarke 
Central challenged Valdosta 
for the lead in Class AAAA, but 
the Gladiators were upset 31-6 
by Lowndes and fell to eighth 
in voting by a panel of Georgia 
sportswriters and 
sportscasters.

Six schools benefited from 
Clarke Central’s demotion. 
Southwest DeKalb moved from 
third to second, followed by 
Warner Robins, Tift County, 
Newnan, Griffin and 
Bainbridge, each up one notch 
from last week.

Wheeler remained in ninth, 
and Northside-Warner Robins 
returned to the poll in 10th. 
replacing Central-Thomasville 
which lost to Tift County Fri­
da v night.

Class AAA was the only place 
where more than two teams 
received votes for first place.

Marist was ranked No. 1 last 
week, even though the War 
Eagles had only one first place 
vote to No. 2 Gainesville's 
seven. But this week. Marist 
got seven and the Red Ele­
phants received three, solidi­
fying both teams’ positions. 
Cairo was third for the second 
week.

No. 4 North Springs and No. 5 
Westside received the other 
first place votes.

Thomson was in sixth, 
followed by Woodward 
Academy, Wayne County. 
Riverwood and Chamblee.

Weekend losses by Americus 
— which had been tied with 

I Thomson for sixth last week. 
Cedartown and Fitzgerald 
cleared the way for Woodward 
to move up from 10th and 
Wayne Countv, Riverwood and 
Chamblee to be ranked for the 
first time this season.

West Rome won its 37th 
consecutive game Friday night 
and was rewarded with 11 of 12 
possible first place votes in 
Class AA. two more than the 
Chief tans received last week. 
No. 2 Dooly County received 
the other.

Greene-Taliaferro’s loss to 
Oconee County Friday dropped 
the previously third-ranked 
Tigers from the rankings.

As a result Mary Persons 
moved to third, followed by

Class AAAA

1. Valdosta (4-0), 120, 12
2. Southwest DeKalb, (4 0), 93
3 Warner Robins (3-0 1), 80
4. Tift County (3 1), 67
5. Newnan (2 0 1), 66
6. Griffin (3 0), 59
7. Bainbridge (4 0), 46
8. Clarke Central (3 1), 45
9 Wheeler (3 0), 26
10. Northside W.R.(3 1), 16
Also receiving votes

alphabetical order): Benedictine, 
- 1 Gwinnett, ColquittCentral 
County, 
Lowndes,

Harper, LaGrange, 
Redan, Savannah.

Southwest Macon and Towers.

Class AAA

1. Marist (3 0), IK 7
2. Gainesville (4 0), 100, 3
3. Cairo (3 1), 95
4. North Springs (3 0). 76, 1
5. Westside (3 0), 71, 1
6 Thomson (3 0), 66
7. Woodward Acad. (2 1), 37
8. Wayne County (4-0), 18
9. Riverwood (3 0), 17
10. Chamblee (2 1), 10
Also 

Americus, 
Cedartown,

receiving 
Appling 
Dalton,

votes 
County, 
Dublin,

Fulton, Glenn Hills, Habersham 
Central, Monroe Area, Murray 
County, Northwest Whitfield and 
Screven County.

Class AA

1. West Rome (3 0), 119,11
2. Dooly County (3-0), 107, I
3. Mary Persons (3 0), 84
4. Manchester (4 0), 80
5 Mitchell Baker (3 1) 64
6. Duluth (3 0), 49
7. Central Carrollton (3-0), 45
8 Cartersville (2 1), 31
9. Oglethorpe County (4 0), 21
10. R E. Lee (3-0), 15
Also receiving votes; Berrien 

County, Greene Taliaferro, Irwin 
County. Jeff Davis, Lamar 
County, Oconee County, Rabun 
County, Villa Rica and Waycross.

Class A

1. Lincoln Co. (3 0), H9,11
2. Greenville (4 0), 104
3 Wrens (4-0), 90, 1
4. Chattanooga Valley (3-0), 84
5 Buford (3 0), 67
6. Wilcox County (3 0), 60
7. Hogansville (3 0), 48
8. Commerce (3 0), 35
9. Palmetto (2 1 1), 19
10 Bremen (3-1), 14
Also receiving votes Clinch 

County, Glennville, Louisville 
and Portal.

Mitchell-Baker and Duluth 
all up one position from last 
week

Central-Carrollton and 
Cartersville, tied for ninth last 
week, also moved up with 
Central making it to seventh 
and Cartersville taking eighth.

Oglethorpe County and R E. 
Lee rounded out Class AA. both 
ranked for the first time this 
season.

In Class A. Lincoln County 
also was picked first on 11 
ballots, an increase of two from 
last week. No. 2 Greenville held 
its position as did No. 3 Wrens, 
which received the other first 
place vote.

Next came Chattanooga 
Valiev. Buford. Wilcox County. 
Hogansville. Commerce. 
Palmetto and Bremen.
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Tues., Sept. 25, 1984—7 VALDOSTA
WILDCATS

$br Valitova Oaihj limes
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PLAYER OF THE WEEK 
' —- DARRELL LEONARD

5 Pass Receptions
1 For 89 Yd. TD

GO 
CATS!

Earl Copeland Presents 
Darrell the Player 

Of the Week Trophy

Roger B. 
Brown
Times Sports Writer

It’s Traditional 

At Valdosta High
According to Webster’s Dictionary, Tradition is: 1., the passing 

down of elements of a culture from generation to generation. 2., 
(a) A cultural custom or usage, (b) a set of such customs and 
usages viewed as a coherent body of precedents. 3. Any 
time-honored set of practices.

Well, some or all of that means one thing in the world of sports 
— winning.

Not just once in awhile, mind you, or every so often, but year in 
and year out. There is at least one such program right here in 
Lowndes County that could qualify with the best of traditions 
anywhere.

The Valdosta High football Wildcats.
Much has been said and made of the Wildcats football 

program, and for a fledgling sportswriter who stumbled into town 
from Mississippi almost four months ago, it has been an 
impressive sight.

Upon moving here, I had heard much about the program from 
a former Wildcat standout who just happened to be the most 
successful quarterback in the history of Mississippi State football 
— John Bond. , . t

He talked of the legend who had once coached here and set a 
precedent for winning that would be hard-pressed for any coach 
to match. He also talked about the new regime and how it kept 
things rolling right along. While tracing through the memories, 
he still seemed to be in awe of the accomplishments of the 
program. , L k

Not many high school programs anywhere can rival the 
accomplishments of the Wildcats through the years.

There has been 17 state championships since 1940. and several 
win streaks that seemingly go on and on. At least 23 former 
Wildcat players within the last five years are now playing in the 
collegiate ranks.

Only four colleges have won more than 600 games, and 
Valdosta is fast approaching that level in the high school ranks. 
The football program, which totally supports all the other athletic 
programs, made almost $100,000 last year. And the training 
room, which is a $100,000 facility, can rival any high school or 
small college weight room in the country.

What does all of this mean? And, does it put too much pressure 
on the coaches and players to win?

“No,” said Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder, who is the chief 
architect of the Wildcats’ fortunes. “The only pressure I feel, 
comes from within myself because I always want the players to 
do the best they possibly can, and it’s my job to make sure they 
do so.”

During my prep days, my high school football team won a total 
of seven games in three years, which won’t get you any cigars, 
but we really enjoyed winning. Of course everybody enjoys the 
taste of victory, but after the Wildcats opening win of the season, 
I heard some echoes among the crowd, “What’s wrong with the 
Cats^”

To my amazement, some people were disappointed in the score 
of the game. They felt a few more points should have been put on 
the left side of the scoreboard.

My only remark was, a win is win is a win, anytime.
Isn’t there enough pressure already on the 17- and 18-year-old 

kids just to get out there and perform, and worry about pleasing 
the coaching staff ? . „

“I think the fans need an outlet to vent their emotions, said 
Hyder. “We do not isolate ourselves from the community, and we 
try to involve an already totally committed community in our 
^Tlenfs one thing more to be learned from all this, and that’s 
Valdosta High football and winning are synonymous. They go 
hand in hand and there’s one constant that is a happening year in 
and year out: The ’Cats are always somehow playing or in the 
running for the state championship. L „

Only one word can describe the Valdosta High football 
program, Tradition.

1984 RECORD

5-0-0
1984 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

August 31................ Won 21-3 .........Thomasville High
September 7.......... Won 47-14.................... at Waycross
September 15......... Won 47-6...........................a* Monroe
September 21...........Won 42-0........................ Westover
September 28.........Won 47-0................... al Bainbridge
Octobers... .......... .......................................... a» Tift County
October 12 ......Central, Thomasville
October 19 ............................................at Colquitt County
October 26............................................................Dougherty
November 9.........................................................Lowndes

CONGRATULATIONS FROM
BARKER A COPELAND GARAGE

242-5795
1OOO North Ashley Street, Valdosta

ACTION SHOTS FROM BAINBRIDGE GAME





AfterATLANTA (AP)
onlyWest Rome wasn’t the

Hancock 
County, 
County,

Oglethorpe County, Vidalia and 
Villa Rica.

I.Dooly County (4 0). IV, 9
2.Manchester (5-0), 101,2
3.Mitchell Baker (3 1), 72
4.Central Carrollton (4 0), 70
5.West Rome (3 D,69, 1
6.Duluth (4 0),66
7 R.E. Lee (4 0),39
8.Lamar County (5 0), 35
9.Cartersville (3-1),32
lO.Mary Persons (3-1), 16
Also receiving votes: Collins,

1.Marist (4-0), 111, 8
2.Gainesville (5 0), 93, 2
3.Cairo (4 1),85
4,North Springs (4 0), 81,1
5.Thomson (4 0), 74, 1
6.Westside (4 0),64
7.Riverwood (4 0), 44
8.Woodward Acad. (3 1), 38
9.Habersham Central (4-0), 14
10.Ware County (4 0), 13
Also receiving votes: 

Americus, Appling County, 
Dalton, Dublin, Murray County, 
Northwest Whitfield, Screven 
County and Wayne County.

Greene Taliaferro.
Central, Irwin
Lakeshore, Oconee

Valdosta’s Still 
The One; LHS
Is Still Missing
almost a year playing second 
fiddle to West Rome, the Dooly 
County Bobcats have passed 
the Chieftans and sit on top of 
Class A A in the latest 
Associated Press poll of 
Georgia high school football 
teams.

Dooly County is the only new 
No. 1 team, as Lincoln County 
and Marist solidified their 
positions as the best in Class A 
and Class AAA. Valdosta, 
meanwhile, remained a unan­
imous choice as the No. 1 Class 
AAAA team in voting by a 
panel of Georgia sportswriters 
and sportscasters.

Since the middle of last 
season, the Bobcats have been 
one notch behind West Rome in 
the rankings, but that changed 
after Carrollton knocked off the 
Chieftans Friday night, ending 
West Rome’s winning streak at 
37.

The Bobcats have been a 
victim of that streak, losing to 
West Rome 35-0 in the state 
championship game last year.

That was Dooly County’s 
only loss last year and the 
Bobcats are once again on an 
unbeaten march, with victories 
over Perry, Crisp County, 
Washington County and Turner 
County.

Behind Dooly County came 
Manchester, 5-0; Mitchell- 
Baker, 3-1; Central-Carrollton. 
4-0; Duluth, 4-0; and R.E. Lee.

While Knth aline Morgan.
Cats ■

highly ranked Class AA team 
to lose during the weekend — 
Mary Persons was ranked 
third but fell to 10th after a 7-0 
upset by Lamar County. The 
victory propelled the Trojans 
into No. 8, the first time this 
season they have been ranked. 
Cartersville, 3-1, was up a 
notch to ninth.

Lincoln County's Red Devils 
have been increasing their hold 
on the No. 1 Class A ranking 
ever since they took over from 
Palmetto in the fourth poll of 
the season.

That control became com­
plete this week as Lincoln 
County received all 12 first 
place votes. The Red Devils 
nave built their 4-0 record on 
defense, allowing a touchdown 
in the first game of the year 
and nothing else since.

While the offense hasn’t been 
overwhelming, it’s hard to lose 
when your opponent doesn't 
score. Lincoln defeated 
Washington-Wilkes 20-7; Ab­
beville, S.C., 7-0; Harlem 24-0; 
and Greene-Taliaferro 6-0.

Greenville, 5-0, and Wrens, 
4-0, remained No. 2 and No. 3 
for the third consecutive week. 
Buford, 4-0, replaced Chat­
tanooga Valley in fourth, up 
one from last week. Wilcox

County. 4-0, was also up one tc 
fifth, followed by Hogansville 
4-0; Commerce. 4-0: 
Palmetto, 3-1-1.

Louisville, undefeated 
five games, debuted 
while Chattanooga 
dropped to 10th.

Valdosta has been 
No. 1 in Class AAAA all 
and this week the V 
were the unanimous j 
the second straight time

On Friday, the Wildcats 
rolled over previously un­
defeated and seventh-ranked 
Bainbridge 49-7. knocking the 
Bearcats from the rankings.

Southwest DeKalb, 5-0, and 
Warner Robins, 4-0-1, remained 
in second and third. Griffin, 
4-0, and Newnan, 3-0-1, were 
tied for fourth, followed by 
Clarke Central, 4-1, and 
Wheeler, 4-0.

Class AAAA
1.Valdosta (5-0), 120,12
2.S W. DeKalb, (5 0), 101
3 .Warner Robins (4 0 1), 86
4 .(Tie) Griffin (4 0), 71
Newnan (3 0-1), 71
6 .Clarke Central (4 1), 58
7 .Wheeler (4 0), 36
8 .Colquitt County (3 0 1), 30
9 .Savannah (4 0), 23
10.Northside W.R. (4 1), 21
Also receiving votes (in 

. alphabetical order): Cedar
Shoals, Central Gwinnett, La 
Grange, Lowndes, Redan, South 
Cobb, Southwest Macon and Tift 
County

Class AAA

Class AA

Class A
1. Lincoln Co. (4 0), 120,12
2. Greenville (5 0), 105
3. Wrens (4 0), 93
4. Buford (4 0). 76
5. Wilcox County (4 0), 62
6. Hogansville (4 0), 57
7. Commerce (4 0), 50
8. Palmetto (3 1 1), 38
9. Louisville (5 0), 14
10. Chattanooga Vai. (3 1)
Also receiving votes Bremen, 

Clinch County, Glennville, 
Gordon Lee, Miller County, 
Pacelli, Portal and Southeast 
Bulloch.



Wakefield, Lewis:
V. Times /o-S-X^

Defenders Elite
Duo Makes It Tough On Opponents

By EARL PERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

Down on the far end of the Valdosta High 
practice field, back where very few dare to 
tread, you’ll find “The Family^' pounding on 
each other in “The Boneyard.”

And two of the toughest members of “The 
Family,” seniors James Wakefield and Jimmy 
Lewis, wouldn’t trade their hangout for any 
place in the world. The defensive linemen are 
definite college prospects, but school isn’t the 
subject that comes up when you speak to 
Wakefield.

“The toughest part of the team is down there 
in the boneyard,” Wakefield said. “That’s where 
all the people get hurt — it’ll make a man out of 
you down there.

“It’s a unique group — we do everything 
different. Ana we’ve got just about the best 
coach (Freddy Waters, defensive line) out here. 
He’s shown me everything I know. He’s the first 
real coach I’ve had. I think the whole team 
really looks up to him. ”

Another group that will see Wakefield and the 
rest of “The Family” is the Tift County offense 
when the Wildcats travel to Tifon Friday night 
at 8 for a non-sub-region encounter.

The 6-foot-3, 210-pound starting right defensive 
tackle will give the Blue Devils plenty to look at, 
and he plans on being ready to play the whole 
game, although many ’Cats on defense have 
been sidelined due to injury this season.

They’re (trainers) not going to get me,” he 
said. “I work too hard in the weight room.”

Wakefield is a four-year starter at right 
defensive tackle, coming onto the Wildcat 
varsity as a ninth-grader. He played on the 1982 
team that won the state championship, and 
football isn't his only sport, according to head 
coach Nick Hyder.

“He’s a member of our wrestling team, and he 
was region champion last year,’’ Hyder said. 
“He’s a member of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, and I think he’ll make a good college 
athlete.”

The “aggressive” Wakefield is a team leader, 
holding down the title of defensive co-captain 
and helping to guide the Wildcat defensive unit. 
However, the football field isn’t the only place

Wakefield works hard.
“He’s a very intelligent youngster. He’s 

definitely a college prospect," Hyder said. “If 
he can hold up his grades, and work toward that 
end (good grades), he’ll do fine.”

As athletes, Wakefield and Lewis certainly 
“have as much potential as anybody we’ve had 
around here in a long time, ’ ’ Hyder says.

Lewis is a 210-pound right defensive tackle, 
and he’s been on the ’Cats varsity for three 
seasons. When he was a sophomore, Lewis 
played “a lot of football” behind Ricky Daniels, 
who has become a strong performer for the 
South Carolina Gamecocks. And Lewis is also an 
important link on Valdosta’s defensive line, 
according to Hyder.

“He’s also an excellent wrestler, and he is a 
region champion,” he said. “He’s a college 
prospect also. And he’s done a better job lately 
academically.

“He’s good enough to play (college football) if 
he keeps his grades up. Colleges are getting 
tougher on their admission requirements, but 
he’s capable of doing it. ”

But Lewis is still coming back from a shoulder 
injury he sustained prior to the start of the 
season. He’s played sparingly throughout the 
early part of the season, although he hasn’t fully 
recovered, according to Hyder.

“He bruised his shoulder in July,” he said. 
“He was there (working out), but he’s not full 
speed. He’s probably not 100 percent — probably 
80 or 90 percent.”

The two seniors have been guided through 
much of their football training by Waters, and 
he’s done his job well, according to Hyder.

“It’s tough and lonely down there in the 
boneyard, and where the folks get hungry, I 
guess,” he said. “Your defensive line is sort of 
the braces that hold up your structure.

“Without a good, sound defensive line, the 
secondary people are put under pressure and if 
there’s a mistake in the secondary, there’s six 
points on the board.

“Coach Waters has coached the defensive line 
for four years, and he’s done a great job. I know, 
from just scrimmaging against them — it’s 
awfully tough to move the bail on them.” Jimmy Lewis (L), James Wakefield — Valdosta Defensive Tackles

Valdosta, Tift Co. Rematch 
Should Be A Dandy

By EARL PERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High meets another major test Friday night at 8 
against the Tift County Blue Devils in Tifton, and Wildcats’ head 
coach Nick Hyder isn’t taking the opposition lightly

“We have an enormous amount of respect for the Tifton 
program,” Hyder said. “They’re the defencfing quad-A champi­
on, their record is 3-2, but they’ve lost to two good football teams 
(Colquitt County and Clarke Central).

“Coach (Gene) Brodie is an excellent coach. His staff has 
taken that system and won two state championships (last season 
and at Macon Central, 1975), so their system is proven.”

The Wildcats were the No. 1-rated AAAA team in Georgia 
before the season started, maintaining the ranking with victories 
over their first five opponents — Thomasville, Waycross. Albany 
Monroe, Albany Westover and Bainbridge. But Hyder isn’t 
looking back — he’s studying Tift, and the lOth-year Wildcat

leader doesn’t like what he sees.
“Tift features the leading rusher in the region (169-pound 

tailback Lloyd Bozeman) ana the leading pass receiver (split end 
Darrien Teal). Teal is a great one, and ne hurt us bad last year. 
He leads the state in passes caught (30).”

The Blue Devils also have the region’s leading punter in David 
Cosper, who’s been averaging 39.5 yards per punt. Their 
secondary is led by Wesley McGriff, who Hyder calls “a definite 
college prospect and a fine football player,” and the Blue Devils 
also have a ‘Tine offensive line.”

“We’re preparing to defend and stop those people,” he said. 
“We’ll try to do whatever they’ll let us do on offense.

“They (the Blue Devils) certainly have a well-conceived 
offense and defense, and they have a quality football team. They 
work very hard and the town backs them very similar to the way 
Valdosta backs us. We’re throwing our program — the team,

fans, band, faculty and administration against their team, fans, 
band, faculty and administration.”

And although Hyder’s team is off to an undefeated season thus 
far, he doesn t consider that fact very important as the Wildcats 
go on the road Friday night.

“We’ve been 10-0 in four of the last six years, so it’s nothing for 
us to win all our games during the regular season,” he said. “It 
doesn't matter in our system what your record is as long as 
you’re in the playoffs.

“It’s like in baseball — there are four teams now, there will be 
two next week and then one. What matters is if we can learn from 
it (regular-season play).

“Everybody has a chance to win it until they’re eliminated. 
The teams we’ve defeated — Bainbridge, Thomasville, 
Waycross, they could all still win the region they’re involved in.

“We don’t want to have any celebration when nothing’s been

earned to celebrate. The only thing that matters is what happens 
at the end of the season.”

The Blue Devils have lost two games so far this year, but 
they've also beaten Warner Robins Northside, Albany Dougherty 
and Thomasville Central. And Hyder noted that losing early 
doesn’t especially hinder a team.

“You could go 2-8 and still win the region," he said. “You have 
toplay two seasons — if you qualify

“When I played, each game really meant something — now the 
regular season is just an exhibition season.”

But Friday’s non-sub-region encounter has “statewide inter­
est,” according to Hyder, with No. 1 Valdosta facing a Tift team 
that has possibly played well enough to a Top 10 ranking.

Valdosta beat Tift 14-10 during the regular season last year, but 
fell 17-13 in the Region 1-AAAA playoff, putting its 1983 record at
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Cats Look For Senior Leadership Tonight
By EARL PERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

Senior leadership has helped the Valdosta 
High football team go 5-0 this season, and head 
coach Nick Hyder hopes the Wildcats continue 
their roll Friday at 8 p.m. against Tift County in 
Tifton.

“I’ve been very happy with our leadership — 
especially the seniors,” Hyder said. 
“(Linebacker) John Porter has given good 
leadership, alone with (safety) Derrick Folsom 
and (defensive lineman) James Wakefield — 
they’ve been honest with us, because sometimes 
its hard for coaches to know what’s really going

But the AAAA Wildcats, ranked No. 1 in this 
week’s state poll, will probably know plenty 
when they face the Blue Devils, who received 
votes in this week’s poll.

In other area games Friday night, Colquitt 
County travels to Bainbridge, Albany Monroe is 
at Thomasville Central and Albany Westover 
hosts Lowndes. Albany Dougherty is scheduled 
to host Albany on Saturday evening.

But Friday evening Hyder will be looking for 
some individuals to take charge in key situa­
tions. On offense he’ll have center Jon Reaves 
and quarterback Berke Holtzclaw, along with

REGION 1-AAAA 
SOUTH SUB REGION

Sub-region Overall
W L T W L T

Valdosta..........................100 500
T’ville Central............... 0 0 0 3 1 0
Lowndes.......................... 0 0 0 3 1 0
Bainbridge............. ........ 0 10 4 10

tight end Darrell Leonard, running back Willie 
Lewis, running back Scott Braswell and guard 
Eric Henderson. Other Wildcats who have 
shown leadership skills are defensive end 
Ernest Manghram, cornerback Elijah Holmes 
and safety-punter David Thomas, according to 
Hyder.

“We’ve had good senior leadership in all 
areas, and I think that is awful important to 
surviving in football,” he said.

Injuries should not be a primary factor for the 
Wildcats as they face a tough Tift team, 
according to Hyder.

REGION 1-AAAA 
SOUTH SUB-REGION

Sub-region Overall 
W L T W L T

Monroe....................  2 0 0 3 2 0
Colquitt Co....................... 1 0 0 3 0 1
Tift Co................................ 1 1 0 3 2 0
Westover.......................... 0 1 0 0 5 0
Dougherty........................ 0 2 0 1 4 0

“We’re pretty bruised up,” he said. “We’re 
coming off a real tough game last week (a 49-7 
win over Bainbridge).

“We’ve got an awful lot of walking wounded 
types, but we’ve just got to patch them up. 
Everybody out there who plays for us has been 
bruised up. ”

One phase of Valdosta’s game which had 
previously been disappointing was the kicking, 
but that attitude has changed, Hyder said.

“I’m extremely pleased with the morale of the 
team and the way the coaching staff has 
responded to continual challnges,” he said. “We

had problems with our punting and punt 
coverage, but we’ve worked hard on that.

“And we’ve continued to work on depth. We've 
got to get as many people ready to play as 
possible.”
aldosta’s opponent this week has also been 
preparing heavily for the game. The Blue Devils 
have already lost to Colquitt County and Clarke 
Central, but they’ve beaten Warner Robins 
Northside, Dougherty and Thomasville Central. 
And they are probably looking forward to 
meeting Valdosta, according to Hyder

“We’re going to play the defending state 
champion in front of a capacity crowd,” he said. 
“It should be a sellout — somewhere between 
13,000 and 14,000.

“It will certainly be among the games with 
statewide interest,” he said. “That could be due 
to good coaching on their part — they have a 
tough tradition.

“They’re mighty proud of what coach (Gene) 
Brodie's done since he’s been there (1976). He’s 
won the state championship at two different 
high schools (last year and at Macon Central, 
1975), and I think that's very significant.”

Valdosta’s Region 1-AAAA South record is 1-0, 
while Tift is at 2-0 in 1-AAAA North sub-region 
action.
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The Final Test
High School Seniors Must Pass New State Test Before Graduating This Year

By SYLVIA COOPER 
Times Staff Writer

Seniors graduating from city and county 
schools this school year say they are glad 
they had to take a test that is now required 
by state law for graduation.

“I think anybody who has graduated 
from high school should be able to pass it. 
It’s stun any high school graduate should

Like Ellis, Kristin Coleman is also 
graduating this year, but from VHS.

“I like the test. I’m not a good tester, but 
I feel like it prepared me for the PSAT and 
the SAT,’’she said.

why I had to learn ali hat stuff.”

checkbook or registering to vote “I think by the time you’re in the tenth
“The State Department began phasing grade, you ought to know the basic skills.”

VHS sophomore, Georgia Graves, took 
the test this week for the first time and

a three-phase Competency Based Educa­

know. It was not difficult,” said Blake 
Ellis Jr., a senior at Lowndes High School.

As a graduating senior in 1985, Ellis is 
one of thousands of students throughout 
Georgia who has had to pass the Basic 
Skills Test in order to receive his diploma 
this June.

The test is part of the restructuring of 
graduation requirements by the state 
Department of Education, according to 
Mrs. Virginia Wisenbaker, Valdosta High 
School guidance counselor.

The tests were given in city and county 
high schools here this week.

Rowland Hall, a Lowndes sophomore 
who took the test for the first time this 
week, said, “I think it’s a good thing. It 
sorts out people because it’s basic skills. 
It’s what you need to know to survive in 
the world.”

said, “It was hard. It was interesting 
™ ~ ™ n ™ . though, because I could see all the things
The Basic Skills Test is the last phase of rd accumulated through the years could .1 ^ put to use to ^^ a test J^e thjs That,s

tion program, a program designed to 
upgrade education in public schools.

During the first phase courses were 
added to the curriculum. The second phase 
included the addition to the curriculum of 
life-skill abilities, such as balancing a

in the program in 1978-79, beginning with 
the curriculum and every year something 
was added. This is the first year seniors 
have been required to pass the test before 
graduating although it has been given for 
several years, ’ ’ she said.

The test is first given to students when 
they are sophomores. If they pass it then, 
they are not required to take it again. If 
they fail it as a sophomore, they may take 
it twice a year through their senior year 
and even beyond the time the student has 
finished course work.

Most guidance counselors and students 
alike think the Basic Skills Test is a 
needed requirement, including those stu­
dents who haven’t yet passed the test. 
Most agree it is a fair test and measures 
skills that are necessary in getting along 
in the world.

Sheila Kearce, a senior who passed a 
similar test in Fla., took the test this week 
and said the Georgia test was much easier 
than the one she passed as a sophomore in

oto By Rick Bender

VHS Students Taking Basic Skills Test Last Week
The Basic Skills Test gives employers 

some measure of a high school graduate’s 
abilities, according to Mrs. Judy Quinif. 
Lowndes High guidance counselor.

“Several years ago employers were 
saying a high school diploma did not give 
any guarantee that this child could read or 
write, but now in the state of Georgia, at 
least employers know that a diploma

means something.
“It means the student can read and 

write and comprehend and think out 
problems.

“We’re seeing our students take pride in 
their diplomas. It’s not just a piece of 
paper they march down the aisle and get 
after 12 years. It means something, and 
they know it,” she said.

,1



Answer Call

Tfmes Staff Photo By Laura Harns

Willie Lewis Scored Two Touchdowns To Lead Valdosta Offensively
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lue Devils
Mere Shell
Of ’83 Team

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Staff Writer

TIFTON — Tift County head coach Gene Brodie is 
known for the scowl on his face and he has a haircut that 
seemingly is ready for war duty. Well, he had to bite his 
lip Friday night at his home stadium — the Devils’ Den 
and watch his team be whitewashed by the top-ranked 
team in Class AAAA, the Valdosta Wildcats.

Last year the two teams split their two confrontations, 
with Valdosta winning 14-10 in the regular season finale. 
But. Tift came back to win the big one in the semifinals of 
the state playoffs, 17-13.

The shutout was only the third in Brodie’s nine-year 
tenure at Tift, and the 'Cats have administered two of 
those. The other one came in 1977 when Valdosta won 31-0, 
with the only other shutout coming against Thomasville 
Central in 1976, Brodie’s second year at the school.

“This is a real disappointment and 1 thought our guys 
would make a better snowing than this.” Brodie said. “We 
were just totally outplayed in every facet of the game and 
their defense totally dominated us. ”

Brodie saw his team slip to a break even 3-3 mark after 
the loss to the Wildcats, including earlier losses to Clarke 
Central (15-9) and Colquitt County (21-16). His Blue Devils 
will have an open date before taking on the Lowndes High 
Vikings in two weeks at the Devils’ Den.

“This was the best Valdosta team that I ve seen in all 
the time that I've been here,” Brodie said. “Their kick 
coverage was the best I've seen of any high school and it 
was just outstanding all game long.

“They made a lot of big plays when they had to and the 
big bomb just killed us. It’s not going to get any easier for 
us and we have a tough road ahead ”

After the loss last week to Colquitt, the Blue Devils were 
knocked into a second place tie with Albany Monroe in the 
North sub-region of Region 1

“That puts us in a must win situation for the rest ot our 
sub-region games if we hope to make the playoffs,” 
Brodie said. “We still have the ability to improve and get 
better and I’m very disappointed in our record so far. ”

Brodie has said all along that his defense hasn't played 
well this year and the Blue Devils gave up almost 200 
yards on the ground, while the offense continued to be 
inconsistent, according to Brodie, mustering only 95 yards 
rushing.

“If we expect to be playing after the regular season, 
we re going to have to play a lot better than we did 
tonight.” Brodie added. “We have the players to do it -j 
thev just have to make up their minds to do so. and we 
will start on that Monday.” - -

Beef Brothers

In Trenches I
By ROGER B. BROWN

Times Staff Writer
TIFTON — When you need a hole, who you gonna call?
Beef Brothers’
Or better yet, the Valdosta Wildcats offensive line which I 

dominated Tift County’s defensive line as the offense I 
chewed up more than 300 total yards, including nearly 200 I 
on the ground.

During practice this week, the Wildcat coaches I 
designed a new play especially for the Tift game, and it I 
worked to perfection all night long. Well, actually the play I 
wasn’t all that new. It was just the people that were out I 
front leading it were new.

Two weeks ago, starting senior guard Jon Reaves went I 
down with an injury, and the coaches decided to move I 
nose guard John Wheeless over to the offensive tackle slot 
from his regular defensive position. Starting tackle 
Johnny Crook was then shifted to left guard alongside 
man-child Marty Howell. I

Now, nobody’s asking “Where’s the beef?” It’s all on 
the Wildcats offensive line. |

“By making that Wheeless switch, it gave us more bulk 
up front and Crook is just like a big old freight train when 
he gets out on the corner,” said offensive line coach Jerry 
Don Baker “We have made good steady progress all 
season long and we’ve gotten better with experience.”

In the last couple of contests, the Wildcats have rolled I 
up around 350 yards of offense, and Friday night the I 
coaches wanted to establish the run right from the start I 
against Tift County.

“We thought we could run on them and we decided to I 
lake it right at them after the first couple of drives.” I 
Baker said. “Our running game opened up our passing I 
game and that was the key for our offense. ”

After the game Baker praised several players for their I 
night’s work such as Crook, Howell, Wheeless. Eric I 
Henderson, Mike Stanaland and tight end Darrell 
Leonard. I

“We got good yardage all game long on the special trap I 
play and when we lined up in the unbalanced formation. J 
Baker said “We re also improving on our pass protection 
and set up a good pocket for Berke (Holtzclaw) on a 
couple occasions. ” ]

Tift County head coach Gene Brodie seemed to be in 
agreement with Baker and said the Cats offensive line I 
just whipped his defensive front and “won the battle of the I 
trenches. j

’ They gained good yardage on the trap play all game 
long and it was either a case of good blocking or bad 
tackling or maybe a combination of both,” Brodie said

know 1S . ey kicked our rear ends aN over the field 
and had holes big enough to drive a truck through ”

Bake.r said the “Beef Brothers” still have a lot of 
improving to do and will get better with experience

Say it ain't so coach.





ow Sweet It Is — Valdosta
’Cats Shut Out
Blue Devils 28-0

By STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Sports Editor

TIFTON — Revenge, they 
say, is sweet. After Valdosta 
High’s 28-0 rout of Tift County 
here Friday night before an 
estimated crowd of 11.500 in the 
Devils’ Den, the top-ranked 
Wildcats needed to keep an eye 
on their blood suga r. *

STATISTICS
VHS Tift

First Downs 12 16
Yards Rushing 181 95
Yards Passing 127 200
Passes 12- 3-1 28-18-1
Furnbles-Lost 0-0 5-4
Punting 4-34.5 5-33.4
Penalties 5-35 6-68

Tift was the only team to 
beat Valdosta last year and the 
first to knock off the ’Cats in a 
span of 26 games. It was the 
only loss suffered by this year’s 
junior class at VHS.

But the ’Cats made up for 
that defeat and more Friday 
night when they jumped out to 
21-0 halftime lead then staved 
off three Blue Devil scoring 
threats to hold on to the shut 
out, the first for a Tift team 
since 1980 when Lowndes ac­
complished the feat in the 
Region 1-AAAA playoffs. 31-0. 
Valdosta’s last shutout of Tift 
came in 1977,31-0.

“Naturally that loss was the 
bitter taste in the players’ 
mouth,” said Valdosta coach 
Nick Hyder, whose ’Cats are 
now 6-0 on the season and host 
Thomasville Central next 
Friday night.

Tift fell to 3-3 overall with its 
second loss in a row. The Blue 
Devils are idle this week then 
host Lowndes on Oct. 19.

“It’s a big win for us,” Hyder 
said. “I couldn't be prouder of 
the preparation, the coaching 
and the players.”

Despite two scoring op­
portunities early in the game 
thanks to Tift fumbles, the 
’Cats did not get on the 
scoreboard until late in the 
first quarter when they drove 
61 yards in 11 plays — all of 
which were on the ground — 
capped by a 13-yard sweep by 
Willie Lewis for the touchdown 
with :43 left in the first period. 
John Porter’s extra point, the 
first of four by the VHS All­
American, made it 7-0 and the 
’Cats never looked back.

They really didn't have to 
with the way the defense was 
playing. Jack Rudolph’s crew 
only allowed the Devils inside 
VHS territory once in the first 
half. Later, it turned away 
three Devil scoring op­
portunites with an Earnest 
Manghrum interception, a 
John Porter fumble recovery 
and a stalled Tift drive.

“Our defense was ready to 
glay,” said Tift coach Gene 

roadie, “but our offense 
couldn’t match their defense 
and that was the difference in 
the game. Their defense 
overpowered us and kept pre­
ssure.on our quarterbacks all 
game long, which took us out of

our offense.”
Following Valdosta’s first 

score. Tift mounted its only 
threat of the first half when it 
moved to the Valdosta 36. But 
the 'Cats stiffened and forced a 
Tift punt which was downed 
inside the VHS 1.

Two running plays moved the 
’Cats out of the shadow of their 
own goal and set up Tift’s 
death knell. On third and six 
from the VHS 5, Berke 
Holtzclaw launched a bomb to 
Hosea Heard, who had sprinted 
behind a Tift defender. Heard 
hauled the pass in near mid­
field and high stepped his way 
into the end zone that put 
Valdosta up 14-0 and sealed 
Tift's doom.

“The long pass, it’s a break I 
guess,” Hyder said, “although 
Hosea has great speed and 
Berke has the strong arm. I 
think that gave us the 
momentum we needed when 
we didn't score early in the 
game.”

Brodie agreed.
“That pass out of the end 

zone was the key play in the 
game and swung the 
momentum in their favor,” he 
said. “It was a gutsy call, but 
it’s the kind you have to make 
if you expect to win this type of 
ballgame. That pass play was 
just a real killer.’'

A 15-yard penalty was tacked 
onto the ensuing kickoff, 
allowing the Cats to line up at 
the Tift 45. Valdosta executed a 
perfect onside kick, which 
Jimmy Lewis recovered at the 
28. Five plays and two 
penalties later Holtzclaw, 
whose only other completion of 
the game went 95 yards for 
Valdosta's second score, found 
a wide open Darrell Leonard 
over the middle for a 28-yard 
touchdown and a 21-0 halftime 
lead.

Please See “Valdosta,' Page 7

Score By Quarters
Valdosta 7 14 7 0—28
Tift Co. 0 0 0 0—0

SCORING
Valdosta — Lewis 13 run 

(Porter kick),:431st.
Valdosta — Heard 95 pass 

from Holtzclaw (Porter kick), 
6:322nd.

Valdosta — Leonard 28 pass 
from Holtzclaw (Porter kick), 
2:54 2nd.

Valdosta — Lewis 71 run 
(Porter kick), 11:423rd.

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing: Valdosta — Lewis 

14-129, Anderson 12-44, 
Braswell 3-18, Holtzclaw 9- 
minus-10. Tift - Bozeman 9-18, 
Nixon 2- minus-5, Cottle 5-0, 
Engram 3-16, Hill 12-44.

Passing: Valdosta — 
Holtzclaw 11-3-1, 127; Anderson 
1-0-0, 0. Tift — Nixon 16-11-1, 
82; Cottle 12-7-0,118.

Receiving: Valdosta — 
Heard 1-95, Leonard 1-28, 
Steward 1-4. Tift — Teals 6-113, 
Darrington 6-34, Bozeman 4-34, 
Cosper 2-19.

Routs Tjft
V.Tt^^ ’O-u*^

From Page 5
Senior tailback Willie Lewis didn't wait long to 

get back in on the scoring act in the second half. 
On the second play of the third quarter, Lewis, 
behind beautiful trap blocking by the offensive 
line, raced 71 yards up the middle to make it 
28-0.

“That was the identical play Dana Brinson 
scored on Tifton last year that gave us a win in 
the regular season, ' Hyder said. “The only 
difference was that Willie’s run was to the

opposite side. "
Lewis finished the game with 129 yards on 14 

carries, the highest total of any Cat this season 
He also had two touchdowns. Backfield mate 
Tony Anderson, who was starting first game of 
the season, had 44 yards on 12 carries.

“The ground game tough," Hyder said. 
"Having (John) Wheeless over there puts 1.000 
pounds on the offensive line."

responded with a pair of drives to the 
Valdosta 11. but Manghrum turned the first

^^ an interception,which had been 
S Porter 'turning01'6 “ £" int0 his ha"d. 
"3° r . er turaed the second away with an TifTs^ T^'R^Chna^ Quite a stu* on the 
/J\ S • T^® 6 ue ^vils fans felt the olav hart 
b ePvan lncomPletepass before the fumble ‘ 
th W ve always felt that you’ve got to olav 
J™ aathe cha,lenS®s arise." Hyde? said -All 
w|,c?j doisgetoutselves ready ”
wash eVer’s^^^ met ihe cha^g? And



Jyder Wary Of
Greene’s Jackets

in
athletes with him. ”

The Wildcats stand at 5-0 overall. 1-0

Valdosta Hosts Central Friday

i2hl££

Valdosta Holds

Screven County and Westside •

votes: 
'Murray 

Whitfield

Also receding 
Americus, Lithonia, 
County. Northwest

Class AAAA

Class AAA

1 Marist (5 0). 115, 8
2. Cairo (5 D,93
3. Gainesville (6-0) 89, 2
4 North Springs (5 0), 81, 1
5. Thomson (5-0), 79,1
6. Riverwood (5-0). 52
7. Habersham Central (5-0) 35
8. Woodward Acad (4-1), 34
9 Ware County (5-0). 26
10 Appling County (4-1). 16

Class AA

1. Dooly County (5-0), 114, 8
2. Manchester (6 0). 100. 3
3. Mitchell Baker (4-1), 80
4. West Rome (4-1), 72
5. Central Carrollton (5-0) 68
6 Duluth (5-0), 57
7 R E. Lee (5-0). 51
8. Lamar County (5-0), 35
9. Cartersville (4 1), 26
10. Oconee County (4 1’, 12
Also receiving votes Early 

County, Hancock Central, Irwin 
County Lakeshore. Mary 
Persons, Vidalia, Villa Rica and 
Washington Wilkes.

Class A

I. Greenville (5 0), ill, 6
2. Wrens (6 0), 108, 3
3. Lincoln County (4 1) 94, 3
4. (Tie) Hogansville (5 0), 71
Wilcox County (5 0), 71
6 Buford (4 1). 54
7. Louisville (6 0), 47
8. Chattanooga Valley (4 1), 22
9 Glennville (6 O'. 21
10. Commerce (4 1), 16
Also receiving votes Bremen. 

Clinch County. Gordon Miller 
County. Palmetto Reidsville and 
Southeast Bulloch.

Joe Wilson: Must Game For Us

Nick Hyder: Central Can Beat Us

By EARL PERKINS 
times Staff Writer

Charlie Greene was a big name in Valdosta 
High football for many years, and Friday at 8 
p.m. he again steps under the lights at 
Cleveland Field.

But this time he’s bringing a Thomasville 
Central team to meet the Valdosta Wildcats in a 
1-AAAA South sub-region contest. The first-year 
Central head coach was the Wildcats’ offensive 
line coach for 10 years under Wright Bazemore. 
Greene took over for two seasons following 
Bazemore’s 1971 retirement, and VHS head 
coach Nick Hyder has a healthy respect for 
Greene.

“He was a member of the Valdosta coaching 
staff for 15 years, and this is an emotional factor 
I’ve been concerned about all year,” Hyder 
said. “I think this gives Central a definite 
advantage, because they’re going to play 
extremely hard for their coach.

“The enthusiasm at Central has been very, 
very high since coach Greene arrived, and we’re 
aware that they’ve developed many fine athletes 
over the past few years. ’ ’

And the Yellow Jacket team is heavily laden 
with seniors, listing eight on offense and eight on 
defense, which has Hyder very-much concerned.

“This team is capable of beating us,” he said. 
“The Valdosta system is that of a multiple 
system, and coach Greene was a part of that 
system for many, many years.

“He’s a very, verv thorough scouter, which 
makes him an excellent coach. And not only is 
he a fine coach, but he brings a fine group of

sub-region action, while the Yellow Jackets 
bring a 4-1 overall record (0-0 in sub-region) into 
town. And when Central lost 27-5 to Tift County 
on Sept. 21. the game could have gone either 
way, according to Hyder.

“I heard it was a hard-fought, evenly-fought 
game with Tifton,” he said. ‘T’ve been told the 
game was decided by breaks.

The Wildcats have the usual scrapes and 
bruises, but senior defensive back Darrell Blair 
will be the only VHS player not ready for action, 
Hyder said.

“Darrell has a broken fibula bone in his leg, 
but he should be back next week,” he said. 
“He’s been out a couple weeks.

“And (senior flanker) Mario Smallwood hurt 
his hand in a home accident the other day. He 
put his hand through a window’ and took 34 
stitches, but he should be back for the (Albany) 
Dougherty game in two weeks. ”

Going into Friday’s game you might think 
Hyder's biggest problem would be game 
preparation, out the llth-year Wildcat mentor 
stresses academics over athletic performance, 
and he won’t tolerate his players tailing behind 
in the classroom.

“I’ve been happy with the attitudes of our 
players, but I have to keep reminding them that 
they’re student-athletes,” Hyder saia. “The first 
mid-terms just ended, and our faculty is very 
good about telling us when a player gets 
behind.”

On To Top Spot 
For Sixth Week

1 Valdosta (6-0), 120, 12
2 , Warner Robins (5-0-1) 94
3 Southwest DeKalb (6 0), 88
4 . Griffin (5 0). 78
5 Clarke Central (5 1), 71
6 . Newnan (4 0 1), 69
7 Wheeler (5 0), 46
8. Colquitt County (4 0-1). 40
9 Savannah (5 0), 25
10 Northside W R (5-D, 17
Also receiving votes (in 

alphabetical order): Centra1 
Thomasville, Effingham County 
Redan, LaGrange and Till 
County.

ATLANTA (AP) - The 
Greenville Patriots nudged out 
Wrens to take over the No 1 
Class A ranking in the latest 
Associated Press poll of 
Georgia high school football 
teams. .

The Patriots were first on six 
of 12 ballots and received 111 of 
a possible 120 points. No. 2 
W’rens was first on three 
ballotsand got 108 points.

Lincoln County, a unanimous 
No. 1 pick last week before 
losing to Glenn Hills Friday, 
dropped to third, but still 
received three first place votes 
in voting by a panel of Georgia 
sport s wr i t e r s and 
sportscasters.

There was no change in the 
other three No. 1 teams - 
Valdosta remained a unani­
mous pick in Class AAAA: 
Marist held on in Class AAA 
and Dooly County continued to 
lead Class AA.

Greenville, 5-0. became the 
third team to be ranked first in 
Class A this year. Defending 
state champion Palmetto 
opened the season on top. but 
fell after losing to Collins in the 
third game of the season 
Lincoln County. 4-1. replaced 
the Raiders and held No. 1 until 
this week.

Wrens returned to the spot 
where it began the season. The 
Colts. 6-0. have slipped as low 
as a fourth place tie and had 
been ranked third for three 
weeks.

Wilcox County. 5-0, 
Hogansville. 5-0. were tied tor 
fourth. They were fifth and 
sixth respectively last week. 

* Buford. 4-1, dropped from 
fourth to sixth after losing to 

Duluth. . . ,

Valdosta. 6-0, received all the 
first place votes in Class AAAA 
for the third straight week. But 
the No. 2 and No. 3 teams 
swapped places.

Southwest DeKalb, 6-0, had 
been second and Warner 
Robins, 5-0-1, third for two 
weeks. Both had impressive 
victories Saturday - 
Southwest DeKalb shut out 
Douglass-Atlanta 42-0 while 
Warner Robins blanked 
Southwest Macon 44-0. But the 
Panthers fell to third while the 
Demons were second.

Griffin, 5-0, remained in

fourth while Clarke Central. 
5-1. moved from sixth to fifth

Next — in the same positions 
। as last week — came. Wheeler, 
i 5-0: Colquitt County. 4-0-1: 
Savannah. 5 - 0 : and 
Northside-Warner Robins. 5-1.

And in Class AAA. Marist. 
5-0. remained on top but as in 
Class AAAA. the second and 
third teams switched places.

Gainesville. 6-0. defeated 
Franklin County Friday and 
Cairo. 5-1, waflopped Thom­
asville 42-14. But the Syrup­
makers overcame the Red El 
ephants and moved into second 
while Gainesville was third.

North Springs, 5-0, was 
fourth in the fourth consecutive 
poll, and Thomson, 5-0. re­
mained in fifth.

Riverwood. 5-0, moved up a 
notch to sixth, replacing 
Westside, which was unranked 
following its 52-22 defeat by 
Thom sori. ________ '______



No. 1 Valdosta Routs Central, 
Keeps Rolling Along

Wildcats Fall Behind Early, Rally For 35-7 Win
See Related Story, Page7 
By STEVE CORRIGAN

Times Sports Editor
There’s something about 

early deficits that seems to 
bring out the best in the 
top-ranked Valdosta Wildcats. 
Of the seven games the ’Cats 
have played so far this season, 
they have found themselves 
trailing in the first quarter in 
three of them, only to come 
storming back to win in a big
way. .

STATISTICS
CEN VAL

First Downs 9 20 
Yards Rushing 40 225 
Yards Passing 82 175 
Passes 9 5 0 27 11 2 
Fumbles Lost 3 0 2-2 
Punting 6 31.0 130.0 
Penalties 9 97 7 65

Valdosta followed the 
scenario to perfection Friday 
night at Cleveland Field 
against Thomasville Central in 
a Region 1-AAAA South sub­
region game.

Down 7-0 barely five minutes 
into the game, the ’Cats struck 
for touchdowns in each period 
— two in the third — to rout the

Yellow Jackets 35-7 before an 
estimated 7,500 fans.

“I wasn't surprised,” said 
Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder of finding his team 
behind early. “Central has a 
good team. That’s a senior 
ballclub.”

The win kept Valdosta’s re­
cord unblemished at 7-0 overall 
and 2-0 in the sub-region. 
Central fell to 4-2 and 0-1. 
Across town, Lowndes beat 
Bainbridge in another South 
sub-region game, 28-6 The loss 
eliminated Bainbridge from 
the playoffs with an 0-2 sub­
region worksheet. Lowndes is 
4-2 and 1-0.

“We thought Central was a 
fine football team,” Hyder 
added, “and I thought our 
youngsters played well against 
them.”

Central’s touchdown, a 7- 
yard run by quarterback Mark 
Hunter with 7:03 left in the first 
period, was the first time the 
Yellow Jackets have scored on

Valdosta since the 1980 Region 
1-AAAA playoffs. Since then 
Valdosta nas outscored them 
93-0.

But first-year Central coach 
Charlie Greene, who coached 
Valdosta during the 1972 and 
’73 seasons, ended the scoreless 
string the first time his Jackets 
got tne ball. After holding the 
Cats to three downs and a 

punt, Central marched 58 yards 
in eight plays capped by Hunt­
er’s touchdown run. Todd 
Wilson kicked the extra point 
and Central led 7-0.

That score only seemed to 
light a fire under the ’Cats, who 
responded with an 80-yard 
drive to paydirt following the 
ensuing kickoff. Fifteen plays 
(and a crucial Central offsides 
penalty at the Jacket 9) later, 
Willie Lewis swept right and 
scored on a 5-yara run with .23 
left in the first period. John 
Porter kicked fie first of five 
successful extra points to knot 
the score at 7-all going into the 
second period.

Lewis finished the game with

85 yards on 11 carries. He also 
scored two touchdowns. The 
senior tailback now has 554 
yards rushing this season, 
which was enough to vault him 
into second place in the region 
rushing race.
Please See “Valdosta,” PageJ (

Score By Quarters 
Thomasville Central 7 0 0 0—7
Valdosta 7 7 14 7-35

SCORING
Central — Hunter 7 run (Wilson kick), 7:03 

1st.
Valdosta — Lewis 5 run (Porter kick), :23 

1st.
Valdosta — Leonard 66 pass from Holtzclaw 

(Porter kick), 6:49 2nd.
Valdosta — Lewis 30 run (Porter kick), 9:33 

3rd
Valdosta — Steward 30 pass from Holtzclaw 

(Porter kick), :433rd
Valdosta — Braswell 1 run (Porter kick), 

5:384th.

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing. Valdosta — Holtzclaw 15 33, 

Anderson 13-60, Lewis 11 85. Braswell 7 22, 
Manghram 2-3, Dixon 5-22. Central — Hunter 7 
minus 55, M. Davis 4-7, Brown 14 48, Jones 
6-40 

■ Passing Valdosta — Holtzclaw 23 9-2, 149. 
Anderson 10-0. 0, Talley 3 2-0, 9. Central — 
Hunter 9-5 0,82

Receiving Valdosta — Heard 5-63, Leonard 
3-82, Steward 130. Central — D. Davis 1 11, 
Bean 1 19, Johnson I 16, Jones 1-16 
Brown 1-20. ________________

Jimmy Lewis And Valdosta’s ‘D’ Sacked Central QB 6 Times
Times Staff PhotoBy Rick Bender



urry To Address Valdosta Hall Of _Tam^
By EARL PERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

Georgia Tech Coach Bill Curry has led the Yellow Jackets to a 
start their football program hasn’t seen in quite some time, but 
he’s still found time to address the seventh annual Valdosta- 
Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame banquet on Nov. 5.

The individuals slated for induction this year include John 
Copeland, Earl O’Neal, Bill Myddleton, Jack Rudolph and Giles 

I Smith.
Some fans may recognize some or all of the Valdosta sporting 

figures, but each has a unique story that bears telling.
Copeland was the first black athlete for Valdosta High, which 

required he fill a special role that few might be suited for.
His poise, grace and leadership withstood the test of time, and 

he helped lead coach Wright Bazemore’s 1966 Wildcat team to the 
state title — an honor few people thought the ’Cats would attain. 
The high point of his season was a punt return against Marietta 
that sealea a VHS victory.

Copeland eventually moved on to the University of Louisville 
on a football scholarship, where he starred in football and track, 
along with making the dean’s academic list.

Myddleton was known as “The Bombshell’’ because when he 
blocked or tackled, he seemed to explode. The Boys Club product 
became a standout for Bazemore’s 1960, 1961 and 1962 Wildcat 
teams which won three consecutive state championships.

Valdosta golfing legend Dynamite Goodloe recruited 
Myddleton, and he became a starting offensive guard for Georgia 
Tech. He played in the 1965 Gator Bowl and the 1967 Orange Bowl 
as a Yellow Jacket.

Myddleton is presently a Valdosta resident and a Boys Club

volunteer football coach. L . - . . . ..
O’Neal is a name that continues to be dominant when talk 

surfaces concerning area athletic teams. He was a standout 
guard at Valdosta High under Valdosta-Lowndes County Hall oi 
Farriers Bazemore and Buck Thomas. He eventually lettered 
three times at Florida State, where he was voted most valuable 
player his senior season. L . .

He joined the VHS staff in 1956, going on to become head coach 
and athletic director at Waycross High, where his team s won the 
state football championship in 1960 and 1961. He s presently 
principal at Conyers Middle School in Conyers.

Rudolph, possibly the most recognized individual of the 
inductees, is presently defensive coordinator for the Wildcats.

He was an all-state’linebacker for Atlanta Grady, where he was 
voted the best all-around athlete his senior season. He played for 
Georgia Tech in two Cotton Bowls and the Gator Bowl.

He went on to the National Football League’s Boston Patriots, 
where he starred for six seasons, moving on to the Miami 
Dolphins in 1966. He became an assistant to Bazemore at \ HS in 
1967, where he has remained to this date.

Smith’s story is quite interesting, with his most famous time 
being 1962, when he accepted a 5-yard penalty against Richmond 
Academy, then returned a booming punt 65 yards for a
touchdown. f

He played for the Wildcats from 1959 until 1962, before moving 
on to Georgia Tech. He lettered four years as a Yellow Jacket, 
playing in the Gator Bowl against Texas Tech and the Orange 
Bowl against Florida.

Giles is presently president of his own construction and
development company in Marietta.

Photc Special To The Times

Bill Curry Has Led Georgia Tech To A 3-1-1 Start

w Halilova Dails Simes
Mon.. Oct. 15, 1984—7—

Earl 
Perkins
Times Sports Writer

Wildcats’ Hyder 

Stresses Academics
Nick Hyder is in his 11th season as head coach at Valdosta 

High, where vou might believe his primary concern is on the 
football field, but it’s not.

The first mid-term examinations were recently concluaea at 
VHS, with the teachers and administration being quick to inform 
the football program of any backsliding in the classroom, 
according to Hyder. .... .

“I’ve been happy with the attitudes of our players, but 1 have to 
keep reminding them that they're student-athletes, Hyder said 
“I’ve spent a lot of time reminding them (the players) that 
academics can be a problem.

I “We’ve had some youngsters do great with football, but then 
' struggle to do equally well in the classroom. The problem is 
academic qualifications. We’ve had lots of youngsters who were 
good enough to play, but (they) didn t put forth the effort 
scholastically •M z

Players with poor grades don’t get taken out of games until the 
12th week but Hyder likes to catch the problem as soon as it 

, surfaces. Some players stay five or six years for their diploma, 
so Hyder finds stressing academics of primary importance.

“It (academics) is a constant struggle — it’s my biggest 
problem,” he said. “The Valdosta High program is very 
well-structured, particularly in academics, and that s a tribute to 
the school administration.

“It’s (success) what the community wants and what the 
community demands — I demand it. You get a (diploma) here, 
and it means something. We don’t give them the grades — they 
have to stay until they finish.

“I don’t want them to come back five years from now and say 
‘coach, you taught me how to block but not how to make a living. 
Procrastination is probably the worst thing. There are two 

।reasons they fail - either they don’t have the earning ability or 
they have lazy study habits, and most fall into the latter

Hyder noted playing football at VHS has its advantages 
because the administration tells the coach the day the player 
flunks a class, and the school even attempts to aid students after 
they fail. . .

“Our school administration offers a tutoring program an hour 
before and an hour after school,” he said. “And we excuse 
students from practice to attend these sessions. ’

Hyder doesn’t deny there haven’t been academic problems 
throughout the years at VHS, and he won’t sidestep the issue, but 
he’s just as quick to point out the athletes who’ve advanced to 
higher institutions of learning. , , L .

“We’ve had a few (players) that have been lost through 
attrition, and maybe a couple have had academic problems,” he 
said. “Like I’ve said many times before, the No. 1 problem with 
our youngsters is an academic one. ’ ’

Presently there is only one former Wildcat listed on the 
Valdosta State roster, although another is en route. Sophomore 
tight end Ben Reaves has been played sporadically for the 
Blazers due to a knee injury, and William Collier is in the process 
of transferring to VSC. The 235-pound offensive lineman will be 
returning to Valdosta from Bethune-Cookman College in Daytona 
Beach, Fla. Questions are raised with only one former VHS 
player’on the VSC roster, but Hyder easily explains the shortfall.

“VSC has a wide recruiting domain,” he said. “They go all 
across north Florida, over into Alabama, as well as Georgia.

“With their recruiting being so spread out, I guess it puts you 
thin locally.” • , ,. t

One list that’s anything but thin is the list of student-athletes 
who have gone on from VHS to play for major colleges. Notable 
former Wildcats attending national academic bastions include 
quarterback David Parker at Princeton and safety Jeff Lee at 
Dartmouth. Lee has also become an adept player on the 
Dartmouth lacrosse team, quickly picking up a sport he’d never 
played before joining the Ivy League.

Linebacker Dante Jones has started four years at Georgia 
Tech, while defensive end Ricky Daniels and defensive back 
Chris Major are making names for themselves at the University 
of South Carolina. Free safety Nathaniel Ceasar is doing well at 
Auburn, while running back Fred Motes is at Austin Peay State 
in Clarksville, Tenn. And noting the success of many former 
Wildcats, it’s no wonder Hyder continues to stress the VHS 
academic program. .

“It’s just tough out there - they’ve got to work for it, he said. 
“We don’t have any welfare grades out there.’’



Valdosta Has Stranglehold
On . Prep Poll

ATLANTA (AP) — Valdosta, riding reputation and reality, has 
a stranglehold on The Associated Press high school football poll. 
The Wildcats are the unanimous pick as the best Class AAAA 
team in the state for the fourth consecutive week.

Coach Nick Hyder’s team has built a 7-0 record almost without 
trying — they have outscored opponents 269-37 and have an 
average victory margin of 33.1 points a game.

The Wildcats number among their victims defending state 
champion Tift County (28-0) and Bainbridge, whicn was 
undefeated before being blasted 49-7 by Valdosta Sept. 28.

The rest of Class AAAA also remained the same from last 
week, No. 2 Warner Robins, 6-0-1, led the way; followed by 
Southwest DeKalb, 7-0; Griffin, 6-0; Clarke Central, 5-1; Newnan, 
5-0-1; Wheeler, 6-0; Colquitt County, 5-0-1; Savannah, 5-0; and 
Northside-Warner Robins, 6-1.

There was also little change in Class AAA as Marist, 6-0; Cairo, 
6-1; and Gainesville, 7-0, remained the top three.

Next came Thomson, 6-0; Riverwood, 6-0; Habersham Central,

Class AAAA Class AAA Class AA Class A
1. Valdosta (7-0), 120,12
2. Warner Robins (6-0 1), 97
3. Southwest DeKalb (7-0), 94
4. Griffin (6 0), 73
5. Clarke Central (5 1), 72
6. Newnan (5 01), 69
7. Wheeler (6 0), 47
8. Colquitt County (5-0-1), 38
9. Savannah (5-0), 32
10. Northside-Warner Robins 

(6 1), 15 .
Also receiving votes (in 

alphabetical order): Redan, 
Towers.

1 Marist (6 0), 115,9
2. Cairo (6 1), 98
3. Gainesville (7-0), 90, 2
4. Thomson (6 0), 89, 1
5. Riverwood (6 0), 67
6. Habersham Central (6-0),56
7. Woodward Acad. (5 1). 49
8. Ware County (6 0). 45
9. North Springs (5-1), 15
10. Westside (5 1), 12
Also receiving votes:

Americus, Dodge County. Glenn 
Hills, Murray County and 
Northwest Whitfield.

1. Dooly County (6 0), 114,8
2. Manchester (6 0), 102,3
3. West Rome (5 1), 8a
4 Mitchell Baker (5 1), 79
5. Central Carrollton (6-0), 76
6. Duluth (6-0), 62
7. R.E. Lee (60),51
8. Lamar County (6 0), 34
9. Oconee County (5 1), 16
10. Irwin County (5 1), 9
Also receiving votes:

Cartersville, Early County, 
Hancock Central, Lakeshore, 
Vidalia, Villa Rica and 
Washington Wilkes.

1. Greenville (6 0), 114, 7
2. Lincoln County (51), 105,5
3. Wilcox County (6-0), 86
4. Wrens (6 1), 80
5. Louisville (7 0), 67
6. Buford (4 11), 41
7. Glennville (6-0), 38
8. Commerce (5 1), 31
9. Bremen (5 1), 29
10. Hogansville (4-1), 24
Also receiving votes: Clinch 

County, Miller County, Palmetto. 
Reidsville and Southeast Bulloch

6-0; Woodward Academy, 5-1; and Ware County, 6-0, all up one 
notch from last week. North Springs, 5-1, was fourth last week 
but fell to ninth in the latest poll after losing to Marist. Westside, 
5-1, returned to the poll in 10th after a one-week absence.

Two 6-0 teams — Dooly County and Manchester - retained 
their Nos. 1 and 2 rankings for the third week. West Rome, 
meanwhile, took over third from Mitchell-Baker which moved 
into the fourth-place spot vacated by the Chieftains. West Rome,

^^ ^^ victory over East Rome last weekend while 
Mitchell-Baker, 5-1, was beating Thomasville 19-14.
r^hLn.e?Mour Postons were unchanged: Central-Carrollton. 
Duluth. R.E. Lee and Lamar County, all 6-0.

Oconee County. 5-1. moved from 10th to ninth, replacing 
Cartersville, 35-19 losers to Central-Carrollton. No. 10 Irwin 
County. 5-1, was ranked for the first time this year

Greenville, 6-0. retained its No. 1 Class A ranking with a 17-2 
defeat of Hogansville, dropping the Greenwaves. 4-1. from a 
fourth-place tie to 10th.

Lincoln County, 5-1, defeated Wrens on Friday and replaced the 
Colts, 6-1, in second. Wilcox County. 6-0. moved to third from a tie 
with Hogansville, followed by Wrens.

Louisville, 7-0, jumped over No. 6 Buford. 4-1-1, to take fifth 
place. Glennville, 6-0, moved from ninth to seventh while 
Commerce. 5-1, rose from 10th to eighth. No. 9 Bremen. 5-1. 
returned to the poll after a several-week absence on the strength 
of a 17-6 victory over then-No. 8 Chattanooga Valley.

Undefeated
Eight Unbeaten State Prep Teams Square Off Friday

By The Associated Press
The ranks of the undefeated will be thinned Friday night as 

four Georgia high school football games match opponents with 
unblemished records. _ t i u

While none of the eight teams have lost, Manchester hasn t 
even been scored against. Only R.E. Lee, Manchester’s opponent, 
approaches that perfection, giving up only two touchdowns this 
year.
* Two of the games involving undefeated opponents occur in 
Class AAA, where No. 3 Gainesville entertains No. 6 Habersham 
Central and No. 1 Marist travels to No. 5 Riverwood.

The fourth pits Valdosta, No. 1 in Class AAAA, against No. 8 
Colquitt County. „

Also, surprising Louisville, 7-0, and fifth in Class A, faces No. 2
Lincoln County, 5-1. „ , f >

This is the second straight year Manchester has faced R.E. Lee 
with an undefeated record and unscored-upon defense.

But the Rebels won last year 7-0 Manchester’s only regular 
season loss. The Blue Devils allowed only 34 more points the rest 
of the way, ending with an 11-2 record, losing to Dooly County in 
the state quarterfinals. .

Rebel Coach Tommy Perdue is even more impressed with this 
year’s team. “They’re the best Manchester team since we ve 
been playing them /he said. The series began in 1975.

Manchester’s Juby Shiver was equally complimentary of the 
Rebels. “They could be the best defensive team that Coach 
Perdue has had,” he said. „

“The only reason we’ve had success is because of our defense, 
Perdue agreed. “We’ve averaged turning the ball over four or 
five times a ball game. We’re not even close to ‘fair’ offensively. ’

But Perdue said, “I’ve been probably as pleased with this team 
as any I’ve ever coached.” Before the season began, he said the 
best he had hoped for at this point was a 4-2 record, but expected 
the Rebels to be 3-3.

He also doesn’t predict victory over Manchester.
“I think if we hold on to the ball, there’s a possibility of us 

playing with them for a while because of our defense. As far as 
beating them, that’s far-fetched,” he said.

Shiver points out. however, that R.E. Lee defeated Manchester 
on its own field last year and this year’s game will be in 
Thomaston. -

“R.E. Lee has a lot of tradition, and they have a lot of pride. 
They’re extremely hard to beat on their home field. You’ve got to 
be good and have a little luck on the way to do it. ’ ’

He said the Rebels gained 350 yards on the ground against 
Harris County last week, and use a veer offense similar to one 
that troubled Manchester against Pike County.

The winner will move to 3-0 in the Region 3-A A, arguably the 
best AA region in the state with three of its nine teams ranked in 
the Top Ten.

Meanwhile in Gainesville, Habersham Central will be trying to 
wrest control of Region 8-AAA away from the Red Elephants.

Gainesville is on top with a 5-0 region mark; Habersham 
Central trails closely at 4-0. ,,

■They’re probably the strongest team we’ve faced this year, 
said Gainesville Coach Bobby Gruhn, whose team is 7-0 overall. 
“I think they’re a real fine football team. They have done an 
excellent job.”

Gruhn is surprised at his team's success this year. We didn t 
know we were going to be in this position this time of year We 
lost all our skill people last year, including three backs who 
gained 3,000 yards.” The Red Elephants were 13-1, losing the 
North Georgia title to Marist by one point.

Defense has led the way for Gainesville, Gruhn said, but added. 
"We don’t know how good our defense really is. They haven't 
been tested like they will be tested Friday night. ’ ’

Larry Black, in his first year as head coach at Habersham 
Central, is hoping his team can provide that test.

“Our offensive line has played well and our backs have played 
well,” he said. “We’ve been able to drive it on people, but I don t 
know if we’ll be able to do that this week.' ’

Gainesville is “solid... We just haven’t been able to come up 
with any weaknesses,” he said.

Valdosta, 7-0, also is without apparent weakness, pummeling 
opponents by a combined score of 269-37.

“The scores, of course, look one way, but the games look 
another,” Wildcat Coach Nick Hyder insisted. “We have to battle 
for it, scratch for it. Our youngsters work awfully hard.

Colquitt Coach Jim Hughes reviews the scores, however, and 
sees trouble.

“According to comparative scores, they are better than we 
are,” he said. “We struggled with Tifton; they beat them bad. 
Valdosta is very good. They may simply be in a league all their 
own

Hughes is leading Colquitt, 5-0-1, back to respectability. The: 
Packers were 4-6 last year, his first after successful 13-year reign 
a t Thomasville, where he posted a 107-34-1 record.

Although the Packers are guaranteed of only their second 
winning season since 1975, Hughes cautions against high 
expectations against Valdosta.

*1 think folks ought to look at (the game) as a measure of how 
far we’ve come, not necessarily a final exam,'’he said.

Tt will be a measure of how much we’ve matured and how 
capable we are of playing with the very best our region and south 
Georgia has to offer,” he said. . u „

“We are very close to the point where our kids think they can 
line up and play with anybody,” he said. “The fears where Tifton 
were concerned and where Lowndes were concerned are behind 
us now. x „

“Now we need to do that with Valdosta.



From Surprising Colquitt
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Times Staff Writer
It seems as if the Valdosta Wildcats have trekked down this 

same road many times this season. Friday night the top-ranked 
’Cats will once again face the prospect of taking on another 
unbeaten team when they visit Colquitt County for an 8 p.m. 
encounter at Moultrie’s Mack Tharpe Stadium.

On four separate occasions, the Wildcats have pinned the first 
loss on opposing teams. The task will be the same when they take 
on the Packers in the “Hog Pen.’’

Colquitt is 5-0-1 on the season — including a 21-16 win over 
defending state champion Tift County — and leads the Region 
1-AAAA North sub-region.

The Wildcats sport a 7-0 ledger and have outscored the 
opposition by a 269-37 margin in the process. The Wildcats are 
averaging more than 38 points per outing and giving up just over 
five points per game defensively.

rises

‘(Colquitt) has one of the most 
talented backfields in the state and it 
will probably be the best that we’ll see 
all season long. They also have some 
good overall talent at other places and 
a good, balanced offensive attack.’

— Nick Hyder
VHS Head Coach

“It should be a tough, hard-nosed football game,’’ said 
Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder. “They have the best team that 
they’ve had in the last 10 years and Jim Hughes has done an

excellent job in just his second year over there.
“They have one of the most talented backfields in the state and 

it will probably be the best that we’ll see all season long,’’ Hyder 
added. “They also have some good overall talent at other places 
and a good, balanced offensive attack.’’

k The Packers are paced by running back Nathaniel Lewis, who 
Hyder describes as a “game-breaker,’’ along with backfield 
mates T. J. Edwards and Leroy Berry. Roger Hall and Cliff 
Barlow anchor the veteran offensive line and senior quarterback 
Darrell Funderburk engineers the attack.

“They obviously have a very fine running game, with good ball 
handling,’’ Hyder said. “They also have the potential to put the 
ball in the air and feature a good, balanced attack.” '

Another thing that could be a factor in Friday’s game is the 
kicking game, according to Hyder.

“It’s usually a deciding factor in all close games and we’ve 
improved in certain phases of our overall kicking game,’’ Hyder

added. “We have made steady improvement and have gotten 
better as the season has progressed. ’ ’

So far this season, the Wildcats have been able to avoid any 
serious injuries during the course of the season after a rash of 
them during the pre-season training drills.

“We have a lot of bumps and bruises, but we expect that and 
it’s just the nature of the game,’’ Hyder said. “We’ve been 
treating them and our trainer Jim Burris and team team doctor 
Jose Campa have both done an excellent job for us. ”

Hyder said the keys to Friday’s game will be the ability of the 
Cats to maintain a consistent and balanced offensive attack of 

running and passing the ball. Defensively, they will have to 
contain those same things and have a good night in the kicking 
game.

“Coach Hughes has his program in more solidly now and they 
have some fine athletes,’’ Hyder said. “They will be totallv 
prepared for us and we’ll have another tough fight on our hands. “ *

And The Bands Played On

t'^^^

preliminaries Saturday morning and the finals Saturday night. High school bands from 
Georgia, Alabama and Florida participated. — Times Staff Photo By Rick Bender.

The Largo (Fla.) High School Band was among the high school bands on hand at 
Cleveland Field Saturday for the ninth annual Southern Open marching band 
competition. The contest, which is hosted by the Valdosta Marchin’ Cats, began with



Valdosta Takes
Stand At Colquitt
Wildcats Pen Packers, 40-7

By STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Sports Editor

MOULTRIE — It s usually 
difficult to point out just one 
play as the turning point in a 
football game. But Valdosta 
High head coach Nick Hyder 
had no problem singling out a 
T.P. (turning point) in the 
Wildcats’ 40-7 rout of pre­
viously undefeated Colquitt 
County here Friday night.

Valdosta and junior running 
back Tony Anderson.

Anderson added his second 
touchdown of the night later in 
the fourth quarter to pace the 
Cats to 19 final-period points.

derson reached the line 
scrimmage, there wasn’t 
Packer in sight.

STATISTICS

First Downs 
/ards Rushing 
Yards Passing 
Passes 
Fumbles Lost 
Punting 
Penalties

VAL 
18 

288 
53 

16 3'2 
20 

3 35.0 
630

COL
8

46
169

25-7 0
4 3

7 311
8 61

The VHS fullback finished the 
game with a season-high 159 
yards on 20 carries. At the half, 
Anderson had 115 rushing 
yards.

In all, the ’Cats rushed for 
288 yards. Willie Lewis, who 
came into the game the sec­
ond-leading rusher in Region 
1-AAAA, added 85 yards on 13 
carries and also had a scoring 
run.

“All I had to do was run,” 
Anderson said. “The line did a 
great job all night long.

“The hole was wide open,” 
he added. “The team knew we 
needed this game. We pulled 
together and aid the job. ”

The win ran top-ranked Val­
dosta’s record to 8-0. The ’Cats 
host Albany Dougherty next 
Friday in their annual 
Homecoming game before 
taking the week off to get ready 
for Lowndes on Nov. 9.

“The goal-line stand,” he 
said, referring to ’Cats dogged 
defense which forced a Packer 
fumble on a first-and-goal play 
at the VHS 1 in the third 
quarter. “That turned it 
around. Beautiful defense ... 
Relentless ... Relentless de­
fense.”

Down 21-7 midway through 
the third period, Colquitt drove 
from its own 24 to Valdosta 
goal line thanks mainly to a 
57-yard swing pass from Dar­
rell Funderburk to T.J. 
Edwards. Two more comple­
tions and a Valdosta offsides 
penalty moved the ball to the 1.

“It had to be inside the 1,” 
Hyder said, “on the foot line.”

But the Packers were unable 
to punch it in when Funderburk 
fumbled and Valdosta 
linebacker Bill Kirby came up 

Jwith it. For all practical 
purposes the game was over 
then. That is for everyone but

“The offensive line blocked, 
extremely well and the running 
backs did an excellent job 
behind them,” Hyder said. “All 
the credit has to go to Coach 
(Jerry Don) Baker (offensive 
line coach) and Coach (Mike) 
O’Brien (offensive backfield 
coach). They had the kids 
ready and developed a fine 
game plan.”

The line blocking was no 
more evident than on An­
derson’s 34-yard touchdown 
run in the first period that put 
Valdosta up 7-0. A new forma­
tion called “Pro-Ton Right,” 
which was installed to take 
advantage of the ’Cats’ three 
massive tackles — 272-pound 
Marty Howell, 237-pound 
Johnny Crook and 273-pound 
John Wheeless — simply 
exploded off the ball and blew 
the Colquitt defenders five 
yards downfield. When An-

Colquitt is now 5-1-1 and still 
has Albany Westover, Thom­
asville Central and Albany 
Dougherty remaining.

Please See “Valdosta,” Page 7

Score By Quarters
Valdosta
Colquitt Co.

SCORING
Valdosta — Anderson 34 run (Porter kick), 

5:4? 1st.
Colquitt — Middlebrooks 19 pass from 

Funderburk (Parrish kick). 6:58 2nd.
Valdosta — Lewis 10 run (Porter kick), 3:44 

2nd. ‘
Valdosta — Bell 21 pass from Holtzclaw 

(Porter kick), 8:013rd.
Valdosta — Anderson 5 run (run fails), 10:08 

4th.
Valdosta — Leonard 22 run (Porter kick), 

6:004th.
Valdosta — Heard 15 pass from Tai£y (kick 

fails), 2:27 4th.
INDIVIDUALSTATS

Rushing: Valdosta — Anderson 20 159, 
Lewis 13 85, Holtzclaw 412, Leonard 1 22. 
Talley 3-10. Colquitt — Berry 8 46, Edwards 
8-6, Funderburk 7- minus 10, Mansfield 2-6, 
Lewis 2-minus 2.

Passing: Valdosta — Holtzclaw 14-2-2, 38, 
Talley 2-1-0, 15.Colquitt — Funderburk 
24-7-0,169; Edwards 1-0-0,0.

Receiving: Valdosta — Heard 1 15, 
Leonard 1 17, Bell 121. Colquitt — Lewis 
3-17, Middlebrooks 3-48, Edwards 4-92, Cor 
nelius2 12.

7 19—40

Of 
a

Times Staff Photo By Laura Harris

Senior Willie Lewis Rushed For 85 Yards And 1 TD

From Page 6

Valdosta

hit Hosea
-yard slant

lirt with 3:44 over the middle to closeyards to paydi 
left in the naif.

r the middle to close 
the ’Cats scoring.out

Porter’s extra point, his
extra point knotted the third of the game to that 
score at 7-all with 6:58 point, put Valdosta up 21-7
remaining in the half. with 8:01 left in the third

“Forty points (actually 
33) is hot the difference

Reserve quarterback 
Greg Talley hit ” 
Heard with * 15-’

Valdosta took the ensu­
ing kickoff and marched 53 
yards in 10 plays to go 
back on top 14-7. Lewis 
carried the ball the final 10

teams,” Hyder said, 
comparing the ’Cats with
Colquitt. “They have a fine 
football team. If they score 
down there in the third 
quarter it’s a different | 
game.’’

punt and had five solo 
tackles.

Porter’s extra point, his , • _ ,. ...
fourth of the night, made it between our football

10-io-W

The Packers responded 
to Valdosta's score with a 
touchdown of their own to 
start the second quarter. 
Mixing the pass and the 
run to perfection, Colquitt 
drove from its own 20 to 
the Valdosta 19 before 
appearing to stall. But on 
fourth down, Funderburk 
hit Stacy Middlebrooks 
with a 19-yard scoring 
strike. Bennie Parrish’s

After failing to complete 
a pass in the first naif, 
Berke Holtzclaw hit Randy 
Bell for a 21-yard 
touchdown toss to cap Val­
dosta’s opening possession 
of the second half. John

period.
Colquitt responded with 

that drive to Valdosta 1. 
But after failing to score, 
the momentum seemed to 
be drained from the 
Packers.

Valdosta went on to 
score three more 
touchdowns in the final 
period. The first was set up 
By Darrell Leonard’s re­
covery of Colquitt’s 
fumbled punt at the 
Packer 21. Three plays 
later Anderson burst in 
from five yards out with 
10:08 left. The ’Cats bot-

ched the extra-point at­
tempt but still led 27-7.

A short Packer punt 
allowed Valdosta to score 
on its next possession. 
Leonard, who also caught 
one pass for 17 yards, 
racea 22 yards on an end 
around for a touchdown.

34-7 with 6 minutes left in 
the game.

Michael Spencer’s fum­
ble recovery at the Col­
quitt 24 set Valdosta’s final 
score. Spencer, a senior 
nose guard, also blocked a
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Valdosta’s Offense Cheered Its Defensive Counterparts On During Goal-Line Stand In Third Quartet

Which Lowndes Team 
Will Show Up Friday Night?

By EARL PERKINS // s The Region 1-AAAA South sub-region standings are starting to
Times Staff Writer y take shape with this week’s results. Valdosta beat Colquitt

- ■ v ... County 40-7 in a non-sub-region contest, giving the Wildcats an 8-0
overall record, 2-0 in sub-region play. Valdosta hosts Dougherty 
Friday, and it could win the sub-region by closing its season with 
a victory over Lowndes at Cleveland Field.

In Friday’s contest, the Wildcats pulled away for a wide 
margin of victory, but this game was different in one way from 
past contests. Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder was able to single 
out one turning point in the game for his Wildcats.

In the third quarter, the Valdosta defense was able to stop the 
Packers on a goal-line stand, forcing Colquitt to fumble at the 
Wildcat 1. From that point on, the game was all Valdosta.

Valdosta is trailed in the sub-region by Lowndes at 1-0, with 
Bainbridge holding a 5-3 overall record, 0-2 in sub-region action. 
The Bearcats took a 38-23 non-sub-region win from Albany 
Monroe on Friday. Going into its non-sub-region game late

One of the biggest questions this week in South Georgia high 
school football will center around which team might appear 
Friday night at 8 in Thomasville to play Central.

Lowndes High is on the Yellow jackets’ Region 1-AAAA South 
schedule, but the Vikings seem to have almost brought different 
squads to certain games. They played exceptionally well in 
victories over then-No. 2-ranked Clarke Central and tough 
sub-region rival Bainbridge, but faltered in contests with 
then-winless Albany Westover and defending AAAA state 
champion Tift County.

The Plowboys may well have fallen on hard times with their 
38-7 loss to the Blue Devils Friday evening at Martin Stadium. 
Lowndes’ record dropped to 4-3 overall, but the Vikings will carry 
a 1-0 sub-region record into Friday’s key battle against Central.
The Plowboys then play Monroe at Martin Stadium and close out 
the season as the ‘visitor’ against Valdosta.

Lowndes attacked a worthy opponent in Tift, with the Blue 
Devils evidently being more hungry than the Plow boys. The Blue 
Devils had just come off two consecutive losses to Valdosta and 
Albany Dougherty.

In the win over the Plowboys, Tift was led by four touchdown 
passes from sophomore quarterback Tye Cottle, including three 
to wide receiver Darrien Teals, who is the heart of the Blue Devil 
team.

Tift head coach Gene Brodie noted the win was a long time 
coming, with the off-week prior to the contest helping his team 
get into the right frame of mind.

The victory lifted Tift’s overall record to 4-3, with its sub-region 
slate remaining at 1-1 in Region 1-AAAA North. Tift plays at 
Monroe Friday evening in a sub-region tilt.

Saturday evening against Dougherty. Central stood at 4-2 overall, 
0-1 in suf>-region play. .

looking at the Region 1-AAAA North sub-region. Colquitt s 
overall record stands at 5-1-1 after taking its first loss of the 
season against Valdosta, but the Packers’ sub-region slate stands 
at 2-0. Monroe’s overall record is 3-5. with a 2-1 sub-region slate. 
Tift has garnered a 1-1 sub-region record, with the two remaining 
Albany schools bringing up the rear. Colquitt’s schedule finishes 
against Westover, Central and Dougherty, with Monroe going 
after Tift at home and Lowndes on the road. Tift is looking at 
Monroe. Bainbride and Westover to finish its season.

Westover stands at 2-5 overall, having a 1-1 sub-region record 
during a week of rest. Prior to their Saturday evening game 
against Central, the Dougherty Trojans were 1-6 overall, 0-3 in 
sub-region action. Westover closes its season against Colquitt, 
Albany and Tift, while Dougherty has drawn tough encounters 
against Valdosta and Colquitt.
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Valdosta Hosts Dougherty; Lowndes At Central 
// e 5 /^^^ • ”v rr'4Di ncDvivc T nimziAc' i-AAnr/l 4 q nvaroll ciikrotiiAn aMinn while HpfpnHintf ctafp rhamninn Tift Cmintv (1R-71 rnimled wiBy EARL PERKINS

Times Staff Writer
Charley Greene was raised in Valdosta, being imbued with a 

winning tradition from childhood through his college years. When 
Greene stepped onto the football field, one coach seemed to be 
there —Joe Wilson.

“I’ve known Charley all his life,’’ Wilson said. “I coached him 
at the Boys Club years ago. When he was going to Valdosta State 
he used to help me coach tne B-team at Valdosta (High).”

Greene became a Wildcat assistant coach in 1963, eventually 
becoming head coach upon Wright Bazemore’s retirement in 
1971. After being an assistant at Valdosta from 1960 to 1975, 
Wilson moved on to the top spot at Lowndes High, where he’s 
remained for the past eight seasons.

Tonight at 8 Greene and Wilson step onto the same football field 
in Thomasville, but this time Greene will lead the Central Yellow 
Jackets against Wilson’s Lowndes Vikings in a pivotal Region 
1-AAAA South sub-region game.

Valdosta’s homecoming game is scheduled tonight at 8 on 
Cleveland Field when the Wildcats play Albany Dougherty in a 
non-sub-region contest, while Bainbridge is idle this weekend.

However, the Lowndes-Central matchup is one of the biggest in 
South Georgia, with both teams urgently needing a victory.

Lowndes’ record is A3 overall. 1-0 in sub-region action, while
Central is 5-2 overall, 0-1 in the sub-region.

The Plowboys’ sub-region win came over Bainbridge (28-6) two 
weeks ago. with the Wildcats dropping the Yellow Jackets 35-7 
the same evening. However, Wilson sees this year's Central team 
playing at peak performance.

“They’re a senior football team,” he said. “What people don’t 
realize is that 18 of 22 of their starters are seniors.

“Twenty-one of their first 25 players are seniors. They’ve got 
eight seniors starting on offense. They’ve got 10 starting seniors 
on defense.

“All their skill people are seniors. They’re a senior-dominated 
football team ana they’ll have to rebuild next year, so they’ll be 
going full-tilt this year.”

The Plowboys pulled out a 6-0 win over Central during the 
regular season last year, which helped them into post-season 
action. However, this game could lead to elimination from the 
playoffs for either team, according to Wilson.

“It’s a must game for them,” he said. “In a sense, it’s a must 
game for both of us, because we’d have to beat Valdosta in 
Valdosta (Nov. 9).”

The Plowboys’ victories came over Coffee (13-0), Clark Central 
(31-6), Dougherty (42-0) and Bainbridge. Lowndes was beaten by

defending state champion Tift County (38-7). coupled with losses 
to Colquitt County (22-6) and Albany Westover (11-7), the latter 
two of which might have been avoided, according to Wilson.

“I’m pleased with the effort (of the Plowboys), but not with the 
record/ he said. “We could have won either of those (Colquitt, 
Westover).

“But Tifton just had us outclassed. They were just too good a 
football team for us at that stage (of the season).”

Lowndes has also come under close scrutiny from certain irate 
fans, eliciting boos and jeers from the aforementioned 
individuals. However, Wilson claims the fans ought to show more 
compassion.

“We’ve been up and down this season, and we’ve been hearing 
rumblings from some fans out here,” he said. “They don't know 
the situation about injuries and what we re trying to do with the 
players out here.

Lowndes won eight games last year but 16 players graduated 
off that squad, forcing Wilson into a youth movement.

“That’s the problem with having a young team,” he said. 
“They play good at times and not so good at times.

“We’re just trying to win football games with very few seniors. 
We have 25 or 30 juniors out here. We’re trying to do as well as 
we can and build for the future. ”

VHS Homecoming Parade ^*^7 ^^
Valdosta High School students showed up en masse Friday to “The Wildcats Bring Out The Animal In Me,’’ which class floats 

celebrate their annual homecoming parade. Floats, marching exemplified. Evidently the spirit worked because the ’Cats 
bands and beauty queens streamed down Patterson Street in the trounced the Dougherty Trojans 68-0. For more on the game, see 
parade Friday afternoon. This year’s homecoming theme was page 8. — Times Staff Photo by Cas Shearin.



Not exactly. These students were among 
the many Valdosta High Schoolers who 
participated on “50s Day” at the school 
Wednesday. As part of homecoming 
festivities, VMS’s week features a different

way to dress for every day. Homecoming 
will culminate in the Valdosta WiMcat- 
Dougherty County Trojan football game 
Friday at Cleveland Field. — Times Staff 
Photo by Rick Bender.

s Valdosta Again 
Nobody Else Is Close

ATLANTA (AP) — Habersham Central 
helped itself and Marist last weekend when the 
Raiders knocked off previously undefeated 
Gainesville.

The victory enabled Marist to solidify its hold 
on No. 1 in Class AAA and boosted the Raiders 
two notches in The Associated Press poll of 
Georgia high school football teams.

Marist received all but one vote for first place 
in balloting by a panel of Georgia sportswriters 
and sportscasters to get 98 of a possible 100 
points. Cairo remained second and Thomson, 
which received the other No. 1 vote, moved to 
third, replacing Gainesville, which fell to sixth.

Habersham Central, meanwhile, jumped from 
sixth to fourth, continuing a climb it began four 
weeks ago.

Woodward Academy moved up a notch to 
fifth. North Springs was seventh, followed by 
Riverwood, Westside and Northwest Whitfield, 
ranked for the first time this year.

In Class AAAA, the dynamo otherwise known 
as Valdosta was a unanimous No. 1 choice for 
the fifth straight week. Southwest DeKalb 
moved to second, followed by Warner Robins,

Griffin, Newnan, Clarke Central, Wheeler and 
Northside-Warner Robins.

No. 9 Towers and No. 10 Central Gwinnett 
were ranked for the first time this season.

In Class AA, No. 2 Manchester moved closer 
to No. 1 Dooly County on the strength of its 
seventh straight shutout this season. The Blue 
Devils blanked previously undefeated R.E. Lee 
19-0 Friday night.

West Rome remained in third, but Central­
Carrollton moved to fourth, followed by Mit­
chell-Baker, Duluth, Lamar County, Oconee 
County and Irwin County. No. 10 Villa Rica was 
ranked for the first time this season.

Defending Class A state champion Palmetto 
moved back into the rankings after a two-week 
absence. The Raiders — ranked ninth this week 
— downed then-No. 6 Buford last weekend, 
knocking the Wolves from the poll.

Greenville again led the class, followed by 
Wilcox County. Lincoln County feel from second 
to third after being tied by No. 5 Louisville. 
Wrens was ranked fifth.

Glennville was No. 5, followed by Commerce 
and Bremen. Hogansville was in 10th.

So Long Valdosta, 

it s Been Fun”^
Just a week ago, the cloudy skies of mediocrity seemed to be 

parting to reveal the blue skies of accuracy. Picking winners of 
area high school football games was fun once again.

But Friday night fell and so did the dreams. By Saturday 
morning it was perfectly clear: 3-3 for the week for yet another 
.500 percentage, the third in eight weeks. The overall record, 
32-18 (.640), was nothing short of embarrassment.

With that, the crystal ball, the one which once knew all, 
strapped on its traveling shoes. The last I heard, it was heading 
toward South Bend, Ind., mumbling in its best Richard Nixon 
impersonation, “They won’t have me to kick around anymore.” 
Or was it, “I’m not a crook.” Whatever, he should feel right at 
home in Notre Dame country.

So I'm left to try Week 9 on my own. My swan song if you will. 
You see, I’ll be taking the same road out of town that my partner, 
the glass gazer, took. But I won't go quite as far North. My 
destination9 Athens, Ga. Mama’s calling. So long, Winnersville. 
But first... the picks. I’ll pick, you grin.

DOUGHERTY at VALDOSTA
Valdosta High will be celebrating Homecoming tonight. What 

that means is Dougherty will be wishing it was back at home.
The top-ranked Wildcats, who moved up to No. 2 nationally this 

week, have been nothing short of awesome. Just ask the folks in 
Thomasville, Tifton, Moultrie ... Dougherty, on the other hand, is, 
well, Dougherty.

Valdosta's only fear is a letdown. A letdown? Come 
on...Valdosta63, Doughertys.

LOWNDES at THOMASVILLE CENTRAL
Lowndes passed Test No. 1 in the Region 1-AAAA South 

sub-region by beating Bainbridge. Fortunately for the Vikings, 
who have flunked almost every other test this season, that’s all 
that matters in making the playoffs.

And the Plowboys can earn a spot in the playoffs by beating 
Central tonight in Thomasville. If they don’t, they’ll have to beat 
Valdosta at the end of the season. They better beat Central 
tonight, because the other possibility seems unlikely. Then again, 
beating Central will be no pushover... Central 24, Lowndes 14.

BULLOCH at VALWOOD
Valwood has tuned up for its home opener by playing its first 

six games on the roaa. Whoever made the schedule should be 
flogged. Then again a 5-1 record after that nightmare schedule 
has only helped toughen up the first-year Valiants. But will they 
be tough enough to beat defending state champion Bulloch? I 
hope so ... Valwood 21, Bulloch 19.

WAYCROSS at BERRIEN CO.
Waycross was supposed to ride roughshod over Region 2-AA, 

while Berrien was expected to be fair to middling. That shows 
what the experts know. Waycross is struggling and Berrien, at 
least before last week, was on top of the world. In a mild upset... 
Berrien 18, Waycross 14.

COOK at THOMASVILLE
Cook is on a roll. The Hornets have won one straight. After 

losing their first six games, the Hornets upended Clinch County 
last week.

Will they be able to carry that momentum into tonight’s game
with Thomasville? It’s not likely ... Thomasville 21, Cook 0.

BROOKS CO. at MACON CO.
Brooks needs this game in the worst way. The Trojans are 1-1 

in the Region l-AA East sub-region, so they must beat Macon 
County if they hope to make the playoffs. Macon will put up a 
fight before rolling over ... Brooks 12, Macon 10.

CLINCH CO. at ATKINSON CO.
This game and the Nov. 9 rematch in Homerville will decide 

the winner of Region 2-A. Atco must win, since it lost last week to 
Charlton County to stay in the hunt. After tonight, though, the 
hunt will be over... Clinch 24, Atco 12.

Class AAAA
Class AAAA

1. Valdosta (8-0), 100, 10
2. Southwest DeKalb (7 0), 81
3. Warner Robins (6 0 1), 78
4. Griffin (7 0). 65
5. Newnan (6 0 1), 61
6. Clarke Central (6-1),60
7. Wheeler (7-0), 43
8. Northside W. Rbns (6-1), 22
9. Towers (7-0), 19
10. Central Gwinnett (6-1), 7
Also receiving votes (in 

alphabetical order): Benedictine, 
Colquitt County, Morrow, 
Savannah and Statesboro.

Class AA
Class AA

1. Dooly County (7-0), 96, 7
2. Manchester (7 0), 89,2
3. West Rome (6 1), 75
4. Central Carrollton (7 0), 60
5. Mitchell Baker (6 1), 59
6. Duluth (7 0), 52
7. Lamar County (7-0), 41
8. Oconee County (6-1), 27
9. Irwin County (61), 20
10. Villa Rica (7 0), 14
Also receiving votes: 

Laurens, Mary Persons. 
Lee, Oglethorpe County 
Washington Wilkes.

Class AAA
Class AAA

1. Marist (7 0), 98, 9
2, Cairo(7 D.88
3. Thomson (7 0),77,1
4. Habersham Central (7-0), 73
5. Woodward Acad. (6-1), 62
6. Gainesville (7 1), 38
7. North Springs (6-1), 36
8. Riverwood (6 1), 22
9. Westside (6 1), 18
10. N.W. Whitfield (7-0), 14
Also receiving votes: 

Americus, Dodge County, Glenn 
Hills, Murray County and Ware 
County.

Class A

Class A

1. Greenville (7 0), 98, 8
2. Wilcox County (7 0), 84
3. Lincoln County (5-1-1), 72
4. Wrens (6-1), 68. 1
5. Louisville (7-0 1),62, I
6. Glennville (7 0), 45
7. Commerce (6 1), 38
8. Bremen (6 1),31
9 Palmetto (5-2-1), 23
10. Hogansville (5-1), 14
Also receiving votes: Buford, 

Clinch County, Miller County and 
Emanuel County Institue.

East 
R.E. 
and



Statesboro Could Be Devilish Problem 
For Valdosta

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High's last loss came against a bunch of Blue Devils 
at Cleveland Field's Death Valley Stadium on Nov. 18, 1983. 
Those Blue Devils were from Tift County and they went on to 
claim the state championship. . . . , .

Well Friday night, the Cats will once again play hosts to some 
Blue Devils at 8 p.m. for the South Georgia championship. 
However these Blue Devils are not from Tifton, but Statesboro.

Statesboro (11-2) has won its three games since the end of 
regular season by a combined 84-3 margin. They have compiled 
an 11-2 mark by winning their last 10 gams in a row. .

The Blue Devils stumbled out of the gates with a 1-2 record, and 
a lot of that had to do with coach Charles Winslett taking over the 
head coach position just a month befire the season started.

“By getting here just a month before the season started, it took 
us a while (the players and coaches) to get used to one another.

said Winslett. “We didn’t plav very well in the first three games 
but we made some personnel! changes and everything started to 
^Winslett went to Statesboro from Fayette County where he had 
won more than 80 percent of the time. In 1977 when Valdosta and 
Griffin tied for the state championship. Winslett s Fay^e ^n.^ 
team lost to Griffin 3-0 in the regular season and 10-6 in the 
P In 1980 when Lowndes defeated Griffin for the state title. 
Winsletfs team lost to Grifin 14-10. This wwas a team that had 
enjoyed only one winning season before Winslett took over the 

"since losing to Effingham County 27-24 in the third game fo the 
season, no other team has scored more than two touchdowns 
against the Blue Devils. In fact, they have shut out their 
opponents in four of the last six ballgames. . , in

Meanwhile, the Blue Devils offense has averaged almost 30

points per outing in the last eight games, while the defense is 
yielding just over four points per contest .,,,„.

“we are primarily a running-type of team, Winslett said. We 
have two fine runningbacks — Bobby martin and Reggie Perkins 
— who have had outstanding seasons for us.

“Ronnie Rivers, our sophomore fullback has also done a good 
job for us," Winslett added. “We’d prefer to run the ball because 
we don’t throw the ball very well.” x ,

Chris Johnson is the leader of the offense from his quarterback 
post and he has been a steadying influence according to Winslett 
“he’s done a real fine job for us and has been consistent with 
doing all the things that we’ve asked of him " . t u

Anchoring the offensive line is 6-1, 220-pound senior tight end 
Lonnie Bradley, who is also the top receiver on the team. 
Winslett says,“our interior line is not overly big, but tnjey re 
productive. , ,

“Anytime you come into a situation like we did you have a lot

of catching up to do, " Winslett said. “We only had four weeks to 
do what nirmally takes six to to eight weeks to accomplish

"The preseason workouts were more like spring practice for 
us " Winslett added. “We just tried a lot of differnt combinations 
at the start and we really didn't even know some the kids name.

Winslett is quick to point out that the success' of his team can 
be pointed outlike most other good teams - the defense.

Linebacker Leroy Mincy (6-0, 200) leads the stop troops, while 
Perkins also doubles as a linebacker when he e not running over 
tacklers. Sophomore Anthony Munford (6-0, 225) anchors the line 
^“Tn^Effingham game was a big disappointment but the kids 
gained a lot out of it,” Winslett said. “They felt like we should 
have won it and it got them in the right frame of mind.

“Thev now seem to have an idea of what it takes to► play with 
the type of competition that we face,” Winslett added. I don t 
know if any of that will help us against Valdosta though.





‘The Force’ To Be With ’Cats’ Defense

*

shut out.
“Our defense has played 

with a consistent, high 
level of intensity all year.” 
said head coach Nick 
Hyder. “They've made the 
big plav all season long 
and that has come through 
hard work in practice.

“We've stood the test of 
10 regular season 
challenges and four post 
season challenges and we 
haven't been able to look 
past any of them.” Hyder 
added.

“The guvs who took their 
place really matured and 
came through for us,” 
Rudolph said. “The 
togetherness of the unit 
probably compensated for 
some of the gaps until the 
guys gained some con­
fidence.

“You’re only as strong 
as your weakest link on 
defense, and the other kids 
were willing to pay the 
price while some of the 
youger guys came 
around,” Rudolph added. 
“You must make sure that 
you have other kids who 
can take up the slack, and 
help out to make the 
weakness a strength.”

In the last eight 
quarters. Valdosta has 
held its opponents score­
less, giving up just 14 
points in four games. De­
fending state champion 
Tift County got its only 
score when the Cats 
fumbled at their own 25. It 
took them nine plays to 
push it in for a score, with 
the drive being kept alive 
by a third-down pass inter­
ferencepenalty.

Colquitt County got the 
only other score late in the 
game (with 26 seconds 
left) on a 53-yard pass 
against the reserves in the 
region championship 
game, and those were the 
last points scored on the 
'Cats. In the last two 
weeks. Warner Robins and 
Statesboro have both been

challenge yet.”
The senior-laden defense 

will lose eight starters to 
graduation, and five of 
those have been playing 
together since the pee-wee 
league, according to 
Rudolph That, he says, is 
one of the keys to this 
year’s defense.

“They have a great feel­
ing of togetherness, which 
gives them outstanding 
chemistry and an inate 
ablility to blend together.” 
Rudolph said. “Since I've 
had them in the ninth 
grade, they’ve worked 
extremely hard to want to 
accomplish something 
before leaving Valdosta.

“They wanted to be 
remembered as one of the 
top teams to ever play 
here, and they are very 
close to attaining their 
goal,” Rudolph added. 
“We re at the point now 
where we have the un­
answered question. And, 
what lies in store is what 
Jeeps you wake at night 

wondering about it. The 
question that you ask 
yourself is if you have 
peaked already, or can you 
do it for one more week?

There were several 
question marks that Val­
dosta had to fill before the 
start of the season, with 
the departure of nose 
guard Leon Johnson, cor­
nerback Aundray Irvin 
and linebacker Frank 
Abney.

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Tinies Staff Writer

And may the force be 
with you.

Valdosta's defense has 
been that force all season 
long in its romp to a 
sparkling 14-0 record.

The “Portergeist” de­
fense, featuring “Kool and 
the Gang” in the second­
ary. has been through it all 
in four years of varsity 
play at Valdosta High. 
Tonight, they'll face 
Athens-Clarke Central in 
the state championship 
game at 8 p.m. at Cleve­
land Field's Death Valley.

This is the second time 
around for some the de­
fensive players such as 
John Porter, Derrick 
“Kool” Folsom, James 
Wakefield and David 
Thomas, who are going 
after the state title on their 
home field.

In 1981, the 'Cats de­
feated Atlanta-Peachtree 
10-7 to claim VHS head 
coach Nick Hyder’s first 
undisputed title at the 
school. Those guys, along 
with several others, were 
freshman on that team.

Now, four years later, 
they’ll try to conclude their 
careers the same way they 
started — by winning the 
state title. But it won’t be 
an easy task, according to 
VHS defensive coordinator 
Jack Rudolph, who says 
“Clarke Central is their 
(the ’Cats) biggest

ttSW^
Kool’ Folsom And John Porter Fly For VHS

t

Spe£^ai I o T he T • mps by DeRon Coppage

Bruising 
Runners
Valdosta running back 

Willie Lewis (I) and 
Wildcat tailback Tony 
Anderson (r) are among 
the leading rushers in Re­
gion 1, with many of their 
yards being gained by 
running through defend­
ers. The bruising backs 
are an integral part of the 
VHS offense, and they’ve 
saved many a drive by 
getting that valuable first 
down.
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Valdosta’s Backs | 
Are Hyder-Tough 
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colleges. Its broken down 
into four categories — 
strength, speed, agility 
and endurance — and 
points are awarded on how 
well the athlete does in
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When it comes to runn 
ing backs. Valdosta High 
head coach Nick Hyder 
gets offensive about how 
they're treated compared 
to most other positions on 
the football field.

• Running backs are the 
least-protected, according 
to the rules, than any other 
person on the field," Hyder 
said. “They can-get 
clipped from behind, 
socked below the waist and 
grabbed by anything other 
than their face mask.

C 0) 
^ x: «j

“You can kill the runn­
ing back by hitting him 
any wav that you can. but 
let's not block below the 
waist.” Hyder added. 
“That’s why we feel like 
our running backs have to 
be tough.”

As far as toughness goes, 
the Wildcats have a fit-

each category.

It goes even a little 
deeper than that, with 
added incentives such as 
t-shirts, trophies and pla­
ques. from the junior high 
ranks on up through the 
varsity. When a player is 
through with all of his 
tests, he’s placed in one of
six categories.

These are the TomCats 
(100 points), the Winners 
Club <125 points), the 
Champions Club (150 
points), the SuperCats (175 
points), the Superior CatsJ 
(200 points) and the Top 
Cats (225)
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The Top Cats category 
was just added when 
halfback Willie Lewis blew 
the system apart by scal­
ing out at 235 points - the 
highest total ever regis­
tered in Hyder’s 20 years 
at this type of conditioning. 
Defensive end Earnest 
Manghrum also topped 200 
points with a 215 total. 
Before Lewis’ feat, Superi 
or Cat was the highest 
level a player could attain.

“We've always believed 
in the theory that a top 
physical athlete can come 
back quicker from an inju­
ry. and to Survive they’ve 
got to be tough,” Hyder 
said. “Another thine that 
we believe in is quickness, 
and we feel like a well- 
conditioned athlete is 
much quicker than just 
your average player.

Lewis led the ‘Cats in 
rushing during the regular 
season, and finished third 
in the region, carrying 112 
times for 731 yards and 10 
touchdowns, For a team­
leading 6.5 average per 
carry. In post-season play. 
Lewis has carried 49 times 
for 235 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Tony Anderson, who 
missed the first two games 
and didn’t play in half of 
[two others, teams with 
.Lewis in the backfield to 
form a dangerous tandem. 
Anderson still managed to 
pick up 725 yards on 133 
carries, for a 5.9 average 
per attempt. He led the 
Cats in scoring with 14 
touchdowns during the 
regular season. In four 
post-season games. An­
derson has slashed for 406 

(yards on 69 totes and 
scored six touchdowns
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Valdosta Toasts
omecoming In Style

No. 1 Wildcats Thump Dougherty 68-0
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Times Staff Writer 
‘‘Cocktail Hour'’ came early 

here at Cleveland Field Friday 
night as top-ranked Class 
AAAA Valdoasta romped past 
Albany Dougherty 68-0 in a 
Homecoming game that was 
not as close as the score 
indicates.

First Downs 
Yards Rushing 
Yards Passing 
Passes 
Fumbles-Lost 
Punting 
Penalties

STATISTICS
DOU 

4 
97

27
11 33 

43
8 25.3 

5-45

VAL
18

294
30

12 3 0
10 

2-40.0
2 10

In fact, unfortunately for the 
Troians,, with 11:56 remaining 
in the first half, when halfback 
Willie Lewis slashed into the 
end zone from two yards out, 
opened the floodgates.

The Valdosta side of the 
scoreboard continued to light 
up for the rest of the period and 
the Wildcats added 33 more 
points before the half was out.

The win improved Valdosta 
to 9-0, while Dougherty 
dropped to 1-9 for the year

For the Wildcats, who led 
only 7-0 at the end of the first 
period, it was one of a number 
of big plays recorded in the 
first half. On virtually every 
opportunity that presented 
itself, the Wildcats were there 
to answer.

The ’Cats scored in every 
conceivable fashion as they

played near-perfect football. 
The defense put the clamps on 
the Trojans offense, dominat­
ing the game. Dougherty didn’t 
record its initial first down 
until midway of the third 
period.

The Trojans only crossed into 
Valdosta territory once. They 
weren’t able to put together 
consecutive first downs until 
their final series of the game. 
They reached the ’Cat 8, but 
ended the drive on the 15 after 
consecutive quarterback sacks.

Meanwhile, the Valdosta of­
fense put on a methodical 
showing. The ’Cats never had 
to drive further than 50 yards 
for any of their eight first-half 
touchdowns.

In fact, the first score of the 
game was a 30-yard intercep­
tion return by safety Derrick 
“Kool” Folsom.

John Porter came on to add 
the first of five extra points in 
what proved to be a busy night 
for Valdosta placekickers.

The ’Cats muffed two other 
scoring opportunities in the 
period when Willie Lewis came 
up two yards shy of a first 
down at the Dougherty 30 on a 
fourth and five play.

Valdosta started its n^xt 
possesion at the Trojan 49 
following a short punt, but was 
unable to move and punted I for 
the only time in the half.

“In the early going we had a 
little trouble getting cranked

up,” said Valdosta head coach 
Nick Hyder. “We seemed a 
little over-anxious and tried to 
force things at the start of the 
game.

“But we settled do’vn and 
just took advantage of what 
they were giving us. They 
played us very tough at the 
start and gave us a few dif­
ferent looks that we hadn’t 
worked on.”

Whatever the Trojans were 
doing it didn’t take the ‘Cats 
long to master it. They 
pounded Dougherty for 40 sec­
ond-quarter points.

Lewis’ score came on the 
first play of the second quarter 
and Porter’s kick made it 14-0.

Dougherty quarterback 
Steve Mitchum fumbled on the 
Trojans’ next play and Porter 
recovered at the 12.

Lewis scampered in for his 
second score of the game with 
11:29 left in the half. The snap 
from center was muffeo, 
making the scofe, 20-0.

Dougherty fumbled again on 
its next series at its own 19. 
Two plays later, quarterback 
Berke Holtzclaw hooked up 
with Hosea Heard for a 16-yard 
touchdown toss. Porter’s kick 
made it 27-0 with 9:40 still 
showing on the clock.

Folsom picked off his second 
pass of the game on the 
Trojans next series and re­
turned it 27 yards to the 
Dougherty 13. Four plays later,

Tony Anderson scored the firs 
of his three touchdowns in the 
game from six yards out. Th 
pass for two points was batted 
away and Valdosta led 33-0.

Dougherty got off three plays 
on its next series, but that also 
worked against them. An­
derson got touchdown No. 2 on 
a 52-yard punt return with 5:08 
left in the half.

Please See “Valdosta/’ Pace
10 x

Score By Quarters 
0 0 0 0—0 

7 40 14 7-48
SCORING

Valdosta — Folsom 37 interception return
(Porter kick) 10:451st

Valdosta - Lewis 2 run (Porter kick) 11 56 
2nd

Valdosta — Lewis 12 run (run failed) 
11 292nd

Valdosta — Heard 16 pass from Holtzclaw 
(Porter kick) 9:40 2nd

Valdosta — Anderson 6 run (pass failed) 
7 312nd

Valdista — Anderson 52 punt return (Porter 
kick) 5108 2nd

Valdosta - Dixon 2 run (Steward kick) 145 
2nd

Valddsta — Anderson 30 run (Porter kick) 
8 453rd

Valdosta — Leonard 11 run (Steward kick) 
7: )93rcl

Valdolta — Dixon 1 run (Steward kick) 3:30 
4th .

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing: Valdosta — Anderson 10109, I 

Lewis 9 54, Manghram 7 45, Dixon 7 2? Hen 1 
derson ^18 Dougherty — Sisroe 13 72. Covin 
9 24, Mdey 4 6, Mitchum 5 minus 10).

Passing: Valdosta - Holtzclaw 7-2-0, 23, 
Talley 5n 0, 7 Dougherty — Mitchum 7 3?,. 
27; Tayler 3-0-1,0.

Receiving Valdosta — Heard 2 25, Steward 
Glen Edwards 2-17, Cobbler

n . Times Staff Photo By Laura Harn!

Derrick Folsom Started Off Scoring Barrage With 37-Yard Interception Return



Valdosta Offensive Linemen (1-r) Darrell Leonard, Johnny Crook, Marty Howell, 

_JLl!£i£±----- Valdosta 68, Dougherty 0 '°-,>'--—
From Page 8

Dixon concluded the scoring for the evening 
when he plowed in from the 1 in the fourth 
period.

Valdosta piled up 324 yards of total offense, 
including 294 on the ground and had 18 first 
downs.

Dougherty finished with 124 yards in total

offense, 55 coming on a late run by Charles 
Sisroe. The Trojans managed just four first 
downs and only 27 yards passing.

Valdosta played 76 of the 81 players that 
dressed for the game and will have next week 
off before concluding its regular season at home 
against arch-rival Lowndes on Nov. 9.

“It was real fine effort for Homecoming and it 
capped off all the other activities that were

going on this week,” Hyder said. “We still have 
one more regular-season game to go and have to 
start preparing for it right away.

“We have to flush this one and put it behind 
us,” Hyder added. “We’ve arranged next week 
where we feel like it will be advnatage for us. 
We just have to maintain our intensity and keep 
striving to improve.”

30
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Wildcats Rest Up 
Before Lowndes

By EARL PERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

The Valdosta High Wildcats will not win a 
football game this week for the first time this 
season. However, their prospects of victory 
would rise dramatically if they’d scheduled a 
game Friday evening.

The Wildcats are off to an overall start, 
standing at 2-0 in the Regien 1-AAAA South 
sub-region action. And although mixed revues 
have come in about off weeks, head coach Nick 
Hyder claims the rest has done Valdosta good.

“I’ve heard coaches for 25 years say an off 
week can work for you or against you,” he said. 
“I feel some year’s one is true, and some year’s 
the other is true.

“But we had 12 of 80 players who didn’t even 
dress out last week because of injuries such as 
cuts, scrapes, concussions and fractures. We re 
just glad to have these youngsters healed.”

The Wildcats haven’t taken the week com­
pletely off, but their workouts haven’t been too 
strenuous in comparison to game weeks. They 
didn’t practice on Monday, they worked out for 
two hours Tuesday, and they’ll work out two 
hours today.

They’ll prepare P2 hours on Thursday, 
followed by a B-team game against Albany 
Monroe that afternoon at Cleveland Field. On 
Thursday evening they'll attend a season-ending 
supper sponsored by the Valdosta High 
Touchdown Club. Friday will be another off-day 
for the ’Cats, but Hyder says they deserve a 
break.

“We’re giving them some times with their 
families and to rest up,” he said. “Thev 
appreciated the time off, and I think it helped all 
of us — the coaches and players alike.”

Also, exams in the classroom are less than 
two weeks away, while “a lot of youngsters are 
battling to keep up in the classroom and this 
gives them the chance to catch up.”

Valdosta had been working “awful hard” for 
14 to 15 weeks, which included workouts five 
days each week. And the 'Cats can definitely use 
the off week anyway, with their final game

coming Nov. 9 against Lowndes at Cleveland 
Field. The game is not only between two strong, 
cross-town rivals, but is a decisive sub-region 
contest, according to Hyder.

“The winner will be the No. 1 team in the 
south sub-region, and it means the winner will 
have the home-field advantage in the opening 
game of the playoffs,” he said. “The loser wifi 
go on the road to Moultrie (Colquitt County), 
and I think the winner will play Tift County at 
home.”

Lowndes beat Thomasville Central 20-17 in a 
key sub-region game last week, with senior 
quarterback-kicker Randy Gay hitting a 27-yard 
field goal with :57 left in the contest. The win 
eliminated the Yellow Jackets from the playoff 
picture, but it pushed the Plowboys' overall 
record to 5-3 overall, 2-0 sub-region, which has 
Hyder concerned.

‘‘They’ve shown they're capable of playing 
championship football/’ he said. ‘‘In beating 
Central last week, they moved heavily into the 
playoff picture.

‘‘They’re hot when they have to be. I've only 
seen them plav one time — that was against 
Dougherty, and they looked great that night.

‘‘And they beat Clarke Central, so they’re 
capable of beating anybody.”

Hyder noted the Plowboys are a ‘‘highly 
competitive team, with a very fine coaching 
staff.”

But Lowndes' offense is the primary factor 
hat stands out when discussions of playing the 
Plowboys come up. Gay guided the Vikings' 
offense last week, not only hitting the winning 
points, but kicking another field goal, running 
for one touchdown, throwing for another and 
passing for more than 200 yards.

‘‘You have to respect the things they’re strong 
at, and they’re very strong in their passing 
attack,” Hyder said. ‘‘I don’t know of a better 
one in the state.

‘‘They throw the ball extremely well, they 
have a strong offensive line and a good defense. 
And their kicking game is the best all-around 
kicking game in the region. ”

^^^^ x-

Times Staff Pnoto

Hyder's Troops Are Taking A Break This Week

VHS, LHS Top South Sub-Region
Valdosta’s overall record stands at 9-0, and it’s 2-0 in the 

sub-region, haying beaten Bainbridge and Thomasville Central. 
Lowndes carries a 6-3 overall slate, also defeating Bainbridge 
and Central in the sub-region.

Colquitt’s North sub-region record is 3-0, and its last 
regular-season game is Friday night in a sub-region matchup 
against Albany Dougherty. Tift rests at 2-1 in the sub-region, 
having taken the No. 2 slot after falling to Colquitt.

But from a football standpoint, Hyaer isn’t looking at this game 
any differently than he would against any other team

‘‘We always consider our next opponent our toughest 
opponent,” he said. “You’ve got to look at it that way. because 
blocking and tackling is serious.

“They’re (the Plowboys) our next opponent, so they’re the 
toughest. They’ve got a great quarterback (Randy Gay) and a 
great offensive line, plus they ve improved the running-back 
situation.

“Both times I’ve seen them, they (the Vikings) looked 
tremendous. They certainly have done the area extremely proud. 
Coach (Joe) Wilson and his staff have done an outstanding job 
preparing them to play football. ”

Hyder also cited Lowndes’ kicking game as something his team 
will be preparing to counter this week in practice. Lowndes 
senior defensive back Calvin Orr will also be studied by the ’Cats, 
according to Hvder

“He’s one oi the finest football players I've seen in quite some 
time,” he said. “I believe every coach in the state would love to 
have him.”

CLASSIC COVERAGE - The Valdosta Daily Times will be 
running feature stories, comparisons and advances throughout 
the week in preparation for the game, which is scheduled Friday 
night at 8 on Cleveland Field.

VALDOSTA 1984 RECORD

WILDCATS ^
1984 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 

August 31............... Won21-3..........Thomasville High
September 7......... Won 47-14....... ............. at Waycross
September 15........Won 47-6............................ at Monroe
September 21........Won 42-0.............................. Westover
September 28......... Won 49-7................... at Bainbridge
October 5.................Won 28-0.............. ......at Tift County
October 12..............Won 35-7...... Central, Thomasville
October 19..............Won 40-7.............at Colquitt County
October 26.............. Won 68-0 ......................... Dougherty
November 9..............................................................Lowndes



Staff Is Heart Of ’Cat’s Team
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Times Staff Writer
They all have one single purpose each Friday night, which is to 
in football games. But it's hard to keep a good staff of assistants 
gether. Just ask Don Shula of the Miami Dolphins, or look at 
ie number of former assistants under the legendary Paul 
Bear’’ Bryant who are now head caoches.
If they were in an army, the general would get all the credit for 
ie war victories, but in this case it’s the head coach who gets all 
ie credit. However, don’t tell Valdosta High head coach Nick 
yder that, because he says a head coach is only as good as his 
aff of assistants.
The Wildcats’ staff has been together for a number of years 
)w. In fact, Charles Tarpley has been with Hyder through every 
ie of his coaching victories, which cover some 19-odd years.
The two started together as assistants at West Rome, and 
arpley came to Valdosta with Hyder. Tarpely is in his 11th 
jason at Valdosta, and he coaches the linebackers and defensive 
'‘ds.
Tarpley began his athletic career in high school at Richmond 
cademy in Augusta. From there he went on to play college 
aseball at Georgia Southern, which won the national champion- 
iipinl962. '
Tarpley also serves as the head baseball coach at Valdosta, 
fter serving in that same capacity at West Rome.
“It’s been a great experience for me here at Valdosta, and I 

on’t know why anybody would want to go anywhere else,’’ 
arpley said. “All the other coaches that we worked with in West 
ome are now head coaches somewhere, but I made a 
ammittment to come here with coach Hyder.
“This is the top of the line unless I wanted to be a head coach 

>mewhere,” Tarpley added. “It’s a lot of long, hard work 
ivolved, but I’m sure it would be the same anywhere that you 
ttempt to win consistently.”
Tarpley is also quick to point out that he and Hyder coached the 
rst black player — Chuck Kinnebrew — while at West Rome to 
ver play for Georgia. Tarpley also named his son (Brad) after 
nother former player — Brad Cescotti.
Another long-time Valdosta assistant is defensive coordinator 

ack Rudolph. He has been with the Wildcats for 16 years, 
sending his entire coaching career at the school.
Rudolph is a Georgia Tech graduate, and a recent inductee into 

ie Valdosta-Lowndes County Hall of Fame. He played seven 
ears of professional football with the Boston Patroits and the 
liami Dolphins.
Rudolph started his first stint at Valdosta under legendary 

Wildcat coach Wright Bazemore after completing his pro football

career. He coached for seven years before moving into private 
business for two years with his brother-in-law.

But, Rudolph got back on the field when Hyder took over the 
Wildcat reigns, and he’s now in the 10th season of his second 
Stl“Back when I played, the game was mostly involved with 
kicking and defense,” Rudolph said. “It was influenced a lot by 
Tennessee, and a 21-7 score was sort of a shootout back then.

“But, television has brought about a lot of changes because 
people want to see more offense, and the rules have been changed 
to afford this type of game,” Rudolph added. “Basically blocking 
and tackling hasn’t changed regardless of how technical offenses 
are today.” ,

Rudolph said the kids today are much bigger and faster than 
when he played, but he says “pride and the what’s inside the 
heart has been a constant through the years. ”

Rudolph said he isn’t concerned with the “burnout’’ that has 
sidelined some of the modern day coaches.

“There was a time when I was player when I realized that I 
had used up my usefullness, and I'm sure that the same thing will 
happen when it’s time to quit coaching.” Rudolph said. “I think 
we all want to continue as long as we feel like we can contribute 
something.”

Bob Bolton is the Wildcats receivers coach, and he’s a former 
player for Valdosta. He graduated college from Valdosta State, 
and has been on the Wildcat staff for 11 years. He spent two years 
as an asistant on the 9th grade and then sereved ashead 9th grade 
coach for two years.

“I have really enjoydemy time here and I really loveworking 
with the kids,” Bolton said. “We have a big game this week and it 
gives us a chance to complete a goal that we set backat the stat of 
practice.” , J ,

Jerry Don Baker is the offensive line coach, and the leader of 
the Wildcats “Blood Pressure” interior front. He’s also a 
graduate of Valdosta, and played on two state championships for 
the Wildcats. He was also on one national championship team, 
and he was on the first team which started the series against 
Lowndes. In his two years against the Vikings, Valdosta was 2-0.

Mike O’Brien is the offensive backfield coach, and he’s in his 
fourth year at Valdosta. He came over from Moultrie where he 
coached for four years. He also had coaching stints at St. 
Joseph’s High and Washington High in Greenville, Miss.

Freddie Waters is the defensive line coach for the Wildcats and 
he’s been with them for 11 years. He’s been in the coaching 
business for 25 years, including stints at Holly Grove High in 
Holly Grove, Ark. and A.S. Clark in Cordele.

H
VHS Staff Has Helped ’Cats Run To 9-0 Record

Maiors, Daniels Hit Hard. -
For No. 5 S.C. Gamecocks "^

By EARL PERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

Looking across the line at 
South Carolina’s defense, you 
might think you were viewing a 
Valdosta Wildcat football game 
from a few years ago. There's 
defensive end Ricky Daniels 
staring at you. and behind him 
stands Chris Majors at cor­
nerback.

Daniels was red-shirted last 
season, and he’s a second- 
stringer this year as a 
freshman. But Majors could be 
one of the biggest Gamecock 
playmakers, starting at his 
defensive back position as a 
freshman and sophomore.

“I've been coming up with a 
couple interceptions, fumble 
recoveries, blocked punts and 
game-saving tackles." Majors 
said. “In the Kansas State 
game I blocked a punt in the 
second half, and so did another 
guy.

“We put 14 points on the 
board, and it sort of gave us the 
game after that.”

South Carolina went on to 
win 49-17, and the 175-pounder 
was also instrumental in the 
Gamecocks’ 49-17 victory over 
The Citadel

“I made the game-saving 
tackle in that one, he said. “I 
was a safety, and a wall had 
set up.

“I saw all blue jerseys, and I 
knew I had to get by them. I 
got by a blocker and ran down 
their runner at the 18 yard line 
— it was a 72-yard kickoff 
return.”

The playing of Maiors and 
Daniels has helped lead the 
Gamecocks to a 7-0 overall 
record this season, along with a 
No. 5 ranking in The 
Associated Press poll this 
week. Their victory last week 
was a 42-20 win * over East 
Carolina, which helped 
spotlight Majors’ talents.

“I got an interception early 
in the game, and broke up a

CHRIS MAJORS 
Game-Saving Cornerback
pass," Majors said. “We play 
North Carolina State this week.

“We’ve been playing them 
game-by-game, instead of look 
ing past them, and it’s paid off 
pretty well for us. Last year we 
went 5-and-6, and at this point 
we were hoping to be 5-2, but 
we’re 7-0 and ranked fifth in 
the nation, and hoping to move 
upeven higher.”

Majors started “six or 
seven” games as a freshman, 
and the extended playing time 
has definitely helped him 
throughout the two seasons.

“The experience helped me a 
lot,” he said. “I know all the 
defenses, and I seem to be 
playing real well.”

But Majors’ winning attitude 
may be traced back to his days 
in Winnersville USA, when ne 
played defensive back for the 
Wildcats as a junior and senior.

In 1981, Valdosta finished its 
season at 11-2, finally losing to 
Warner Robins (17-14) in the 
south Georgia sub-region 
playoffs. Majors was named to 
the second-string all-region 
team that year

During Majors' senior year, 
the 'Cats went 15-0, winning the 
state AAAA title over Atlanta 
Peachtree (10-7).

RICKY DANIELS
Defensive End

“We won the state champi­
onship, I was first-team all­
region, I played in the all-star 
game and I was all-state that 
year." he said. “It was all right 
— I was glad to be a part of it

“Everybody we played was 
out to beat us. because that 
would have made their season 
We just played hard and tried 
to keep the winning tradition in 
Valdosta.”

Besides helping the 
Gamecocks retain their pre­
stigious ranking. Majors 
eventually hopes to play pro­
fessional football. His short­
range goal is to be nominated 
as an all-American during the 
next two seasons.

Daniels' goals are presently 
less grandiose, finding himself 
as backup to starting defensive 
end Willie Mclntee (so., Dooly- 
Co. ).

“I've been getting quite a bit 
of playing time." he said. 
“Like last week, I got a whole 
bunch of playing time

“I've been playing in each 
quarter. They might let the 
first-stringer go two series, 
then I'd go in for two series, or 
something like that. "



Curry To Address Hall Of Fame Banquet;
By EARL PERKINS U^™^, 
times Staff Writer

The Valdosta-Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame will induct 
five members at its annual banquet tonight at 7:30 at Valdosta 
Country Club, and the list reads like a Who’s Who in Area Sports.

Georgia Tech head football coach Bill Curry is scheduled to be 
the guest speaker, flying in from Atlanta following a Yellow 
Jacket practice today. . . „ > i

The inductees are Jack Rudolph. John Copeland, Earl 0 Neal. 
Bill Myddleton and Giles Smith, but all of their stories are 
inextricably entwined with the career of one legendary individual 
— Wright Bazemore. Bazemore was head coach at Valdosta High 
in 1941 and 1942, before joining the military service. He returned 
in 1946 to take back his old job, which he retained until his 
retirement in 1971. J z

Bazemore finished with 268 wins, 51 losses and seven ties for an 
.833 winning percentage. All the inductees except for Rudolph 
were players on Bazemore’s Wildcat teams, but the former 
professional linebacker may be one of the more colorful 
characters associated with the’Cats. . „ , .

“You could write a book on Jack,” he said. ‘ He played with the 
Patriots and the (Miami) Dolphins for about seven years, and 
then he coached with me for about 12 to 15 years.

“He’s probably about as knowledgeable about defenses as 
anybody in high school, college or professional football. I don t 
know anybody that’s more knowledgeable about defenses than 
him —1’0 put him up against anybody ” .

Rudolph was an all-state player for Atlanta Grady, being 
named all-around athlete his senior year. He played in two Cotton 
Bowl games and in one Gator Bowl for Georgia Tech, eventually 
signing with a team then known as the Boston Patriots. He played

six seasons in New England, including the 1964 league 
hip against the San Diego Chargers. He was traded to 

________Dolphins in 1966, and he retired following that season 
to join Bazemore’s VHS staff. .

John Copeland was the first black athlete to particioate in VHS 
sports and he was the primary reason the school had little 
problem when forced integration transpired, according to 
Bazemore.

"He played when there was freedom of choice — before forced 
integration,” Bazemore said. “I don't think he’d played much at 
Pinevale, but he wanted to play football for us.

chamj 
the M

“We took him to camp and put him on defense, and we couldn t 
get anybody by him. We put him on offense, and he could run. 
catch the ball and run back punts. He was an outstanding pass 
receiver and punt returner.”

But Copeland’s finest contribution to Valdosta athletics may 
well have been his deportment and personal attitude, according 
to Bazemore.

“I can’t say enough about him — he was a gentleman, he said. 
“We had he and John Carter, who was his running mate, and our 
integration was one of the smoothest of any school in the country 
because of them.
“Both bovs were so fun and likable, there was no problem when 

we integrated. John (Copeland) was a hero to Valdosta sporting 
^O’Neal was a standout guard for VHS under coaches Bazemore 
and Buck Thomas before moving on to Florida State. He lettered 
three years as a Seminole and was voted most valuable player 
his senior year. t , . . _

“He was on one of my first teams the year I came back from

5 ’Cats To

Inducted

BILL MYDDLETON 
Starred For Tech

GILES SMITH 
Could Do Everything

JACK RUDOLPH
Guides VHS Defense

the service (1946),” Bazemore said. “He played on the all-state 
team, he was captain and a team leader.

“He was a star down at FSU — he made all kinds of honors 
down there. They still consider him one of the best players ever 
to plav down there. , ,

“Then he came back and coached with me or three or tour 
years. And then he went over to Way cross (High) and had two or 
three state championships there.” I

During his coaching days at Waycross, O Neal s teams beat 
Valdosta two of four times the squads met. He is presently 
prinicipal of Conyers Middle School in Conyers.

The stories of Myddleton and Giles are so closely woven they 
could hardly be separated. They were members of a group of 
athletes who played on virtually the same football squad from 
seventh grade at Valdosta Junior High, at Valdosta High and 
then at Georgia Tech. And Giles was a sophomore at Tech before 
^T^roughoutall^the yearn Bazemore coached at Valdosta, there 
was one player who stood out from the rest — Giles.

“He might have been one of the toughest guys 1 coached 
Bazemore said. “He was a halfback on offense he punted, he 
kicked extra points, he ran back punts, kicked off, passed he 
could do everything. >

“He was a great athlete, and he was a character to go along

The character label came from his junior year in high school 
when the ’Cats won the state championship. The opposing team 
hit a 9-yard punt, which Giles refused so the team would have to 
kick to him again. The ’Cats would have taken over at the 45-or 
50-yard line, but instead the team’s punter hit a 60-yarder. and

Banquet 
Speaker 
Georgia Tech head football 

coach Bill Curry is sched­
uled to address the Valdos­
ta-Lowndes County Hall of 
Fame banquet this evening. 
— Photo Special to The 
Times.

EARL O’NEAL 
Standout At Guard

JOHN COPELAND 
First Black ’Cat

according to Bazemore, Giles "must have ran through all of them 
1 “He knew he was running for his life, because if Id have had a 
30-30 rifle, I’d have shot him,” Bazemore said He brought i 
back 25 or 30 yards, and all he had to do was go around one guy to 
score. But he ran over him and didn’t score. ,

"He said ‘Coach, you’ve got to stick em now and then. The 
next time he came down (returning a punt) he was in the same 
situation. This time he made like he was going to run over the 
euvaeain but he just faked past the man and scored.
8 Myldleton was an offensive guard, defensive ™ddle ^ 
tackle and linebacker on those fine squads with Giles He also 
was a kicker, a linebacker and an outstanding down-field blocker.

“He had tremendous speed and was just a real fine player. 
Bazemore said “I think he was all-state, all-Southern. 
al“^e started at guard for three years at Georgia Tech. He was 
on the coaching staff up there and here for a little while. He

John II Kinger. Valdosta-Lowndes County Chamber ol 
Commerce executive vice-president. . . , ...hot

“There’s room for about 300 out there, and we feel that s what 
we’ll have,” he said. “We’ve been very fortunate to have a lot of 
“'’•^tad’ceorgia coach Bobby Dodd the first year, and we had 

time of year. It speaks well of Valdosta and its sports P1'0^^ 
because they probably feel it (their appearance) indirectly helps 
sell their program.”





Hyder Has Winning Formula
Bv EARL PERKINS piavinn fnnfhnll at n vprv oarlv aua Tn Iho cavonfh nnrl ail

Times Staff Writer
The year was 1973. and West Rome head football coach Nick 

Hyder walked off Rome's Barron Stadium for the last time. He’d 
guided a perrenial powerhouse to a 53-12-3 record over six 
seasons, but he was headed south.

Hyder had accepted the head-coaching job at Valdosta High, 
where a Winnersville USA tradition had been built. The 
legendary Wright Bazemore had accumulated a 268-51-7 record 
for an .833 winning percentage. The average was the best in 
Valdosta’s history, and Bazemore’s career spanned from 1941 
until 1971.

Charley Greene moved up from assistant coach upon 
Bazemore’s retirement, and he finished with a 17-3 record over 
two seasons. So Hyder had some big shoes to fill, but that’s not 
how the llth-year Wildcat mentor feels.

“The game comes down to blocking and tackling,” Hyder said. 
“It involves collisions and you’ve got to prepare yourself for that. 
People enjoy the hitting — the collisions, f like to call it 
intelligent tenacity. There are 11 human being out there with 
brains and hearts, going against another 11 human beings with 
brains and hearts, and that’s what makes the sport unique.

“The language has become more sophisticated, but the 
fundamentals don’t change. And if you work hard, you’ll reap the 
benefits.”

And Hyder, in his 27th year of coaching, has compiled an 
overall record of 166-33-4. After coming here from Rome, his 
Wildcats have gone 113-21-4, making the playoffs nine times and 
winning the state championship twice. .

And Hyder’s storied career at Valdosta may never have come 
about if it weren’t for one phone call.

“I’m here at his (Bazemore’s) invitation — he called me,” 
Hyder said. “He represented the committee that was chosen to 
hire a coach.

“Coach Bazemore is a great backer — he’s helped me in every 
way possible. My success is just another chapter in his great 
career.”

And Hyder has no secret about how his teams win, except that 
they work hard. However, it doesn’t hurt that the Wildcats start

playing football at a very early age. In the seventh and eighth 
grade at Valdosta Junior High, players are broken into four 
classifications. The most experienced are placed on the Tomcats, 
while the remainder are drafted onto the Bobcats, the Alley Cats 
and the Stray Cats. These four groups include approximately 140 
to 150 players.

Norman Sainz leads the junior high players, with aid from 
seven other coaches. The ninth-grade team is led by AJ Akins. 
John Davis and John Bennett, who usually guide about 40 
youngsters .And the feeder program seems to have helped the 
Wildcats after they moved onto a higher level.

“W’e've been behind three times this year, and the youngsters 
didn’t panic — the fought back every time,” Hyder said. 
“They’ve proven they can handle that situation, and I think you 
can attribute that to senior leadership

“But the first thing you notice is the attitude. Attitude propels 
the effort, and that’s what makes things happen.”

And when it comes to giving credit for Valdosta’s victories, 
Hyder points to almost every individual involved with the Wildcat 
program except himself.

“We work hard on conditioning, and the youngsters show a lot 
of character,” he said. “It's their hard work and willingness to 
give the best according to the situation (that makes a winner).

The Wildcats have compiled a 9-0 overall record this year, 
facing Thomasville, Waycross, Albany Monroe. Albany 
Westover, Bainbridge, Tift County. Thomasville Central, Colquitt 
County and Albany Dougherty. The Bainbridge and Central 
games were Region 1-AAAA South sub-region encounters, and 
Valdosta has one more game. The Wildcats face Lowndes Friday 
night at 8 on Cleveland Field in both team’s final regular-season 
encounter.

CAT SCRATCHES — The Fellowship of Christian Athletes’ 
Christ Makes Winners Rally is scheduled Wednesday night at 
7:45 at Martin Stadium The event is part of the Chamber of 
Commerce Winnersville Classic Week activities.

There will be music and singing throughout the evening, with 
testimonials being given by athletes from Lowndes, Valdosta and 
Valdosta State. The guest speaker will be Cincinnati Bengal Ken 
Johnson.

Secondary Only Barrier 
Between Offense And TD

By EARL PERKINS 1/
Times Staff Writer //- 7' 2^

When a team gets desperate and decides it must begin 
throwing the ball long, there’s only one thing that stands between 
it and scoring — the other team’s defensive secondary.

If the secondary makes a mistake on coverage or tackling, six 
points are placed on the scoreboard. And one of the finer 
nigh-school secondary matchups is scheduled Friday night at 8 on 
Cleveland Field when Valdosta meets Lowndes.

Valdosta defensive coordinator Jack Rudolph has been 
preparing his deep men all season for this Region 1-AAAA South 
sub-region matchup, and the Wildcats’ defensive captain is 
Derrick (Cool) Folsom.

“He’s the leader of the secondary — he calls all the defensive 
changes when there’s a change in the (opposition’s) offensive 
set-ups,” Rudolph said. “He also leads the team with four 
interceptions, and he returned one of those for a touchdown 
against (Albany) Dougherty. He’s been back there (in the 
secondary) for four years with me. ”

The 175-pound, senior defensive back has “been a starter for 
three of the four years he’s been with us,” according to Rudolph.

“He shows fine leadership and he’s great to work with,” he 
said. “He acts like a coach on the field, and that’s very 
important.”

Mike Martin will be starting at left cornerback in place of 
Elijah Holmes. Holmes started seven of nine games this season, 
but has been plagued with a bruised knee.

“Martin’s been a replacement at left and right cornerback all

season, and he started two games (at cornerback),” Rudolph 
said. “He’s probably the biggest surprise coming out of summer 
camp.

“He’s probably the most improved player we've had in the 
secondary.”

Martin is a 160-pound senior, while Holmes is a 154-pound 
senior. Holmes will also be backup for both starting cornerbacks, 
according to Rudolph.

, “It’s not the kind of injury where it will keep him out of the 
ballgame,” he said. “It just put him behind, and Mike just moved 
ahead of him.

“So Martin will start, unless something changes between now 
and the bailgame — someone getting hurt or something we can’t 
see.”

David Thomas, a 160-pound senior, will start at left safety, 
according to Rudolph.

“He started last year and he's been a consistent player 
throughout the year for us,” he said. “He’s done a good job and 
had a couple key interceptions for us during the year.

“Maybe he's not spectacular, but he brings steady safety play 
to the position. And we especially need that this week, with the 
anticipation that Lowndes will throw the ball a lot. ”

Trevor Shaw, a 160-pound senior, is scheduled to be the first 
backup at safety, with his brother Derrick backing up the other 
safety position.' ‘

The Wildcats’ starting right cornerback will be Dwayne Hart, a 
160-pound junior. This is his first year as a starter, and he’s the

only starting underclassman in the secondary.
“He came on the varsity as a ninth-grader, so he's had an extra 

year to learn what region play is like,” Rudolph said. “You’ve 
got to experience the game sensation.

“It's easy to look good in practice, but vou ve got get that game 
experience. He’s been consistent and shown a good, workman­
like job over there.”

Donald Ryan, a 156-pound junior, is scheduled to be the backup 
at cornerback for Valdosta.

But Lowndes will be coming out with a few big guns of their 
own. according to Vikings' defensive secondary coach O.C. 
Williams.

“(Senior cornerback) Calvin (Orr) is the key man back there,” 
Williams said. “He’s been playing that positions for three years.

“He’s got more experience than anybody else back there. 
Calvin gives everything he’s got. He’s not very big in size, but 
he’s got a big heart.

“And he keeps the guys straight back there. He works with the 
guys, and they’ve done a pretty good job of coming around 
(maturing).”

However, when starting free safety Brad Almon went down 
with a shoulder bruise last week, the Plowboys were forced to 
shuffle their starting lineup. Sophomore David Hargett will be 
starting at free safety, according to Williams.

“Hargett’s been playing the corner, and after moving him to 
free safetv, we put (Roger) Culpepper at strong safety,” he said. 
“We re playing people that have played these positions before,

and they played them well.
“The only difference is they’ll have to go the whole game, 

instead of pulling them out for rest.”
Junior Dale Baker will be starting at cornerback, although he's 

been slowed by an injury. But Lowndes is planning to start Baker 
not only because he should be able to plav, but because he's a 
team leader, according to Williams.

“He got his back hurt in the Bainbridge game, and he's not in 
the best of condition,” he said. “But we're going to have to go 
with him anyway, because he’s the only other experienced 
secondary man we have (besides Orr). He’s gone to the doctor 
and he’s not 100 percent physically, but we re going with him 
because we can depend on him to get the job done.”

Senior Terry Hogan will probably alternate at one of the 
cornerback positions, along with seeing action at free safety.

Culpepper will probably start at roverback for the Plowboys, 
although ne’ll be seeing action throughout the game, according to 
Williams.

“Roger’s been playing both ways — he’s more or less a utility 
man,” he said. “He can play tight end, running back, 
cornerback, linebacker. He’s oeen alternating on offense and 
defense because of the injuries we've had. ”

Tight end Dirk Harrell had his ribs injured earlier in the week, 
and Benny Pierce has been playing sporadically at the position 
throughout the year. He had a thigh muscle bruised three to four 
games ago, and “has been going back and forth from the 
whirlpool to the practice field,” according to Williams.



Wildcats Take Edge Over Vikings
In Friday’s Sub- Region Game

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High will put its 
unbeaten record (9-0) and 
top-ranked status on the Une 
Friday when it hosts cross­
county rival Lowndes High 
(6-3) at Cleveland Field at 8 
p.m. for the Region 1-AAAA 
South sub-region title.

Both teams go into the con­
frontation with 2-0 sub-region 
records. Valdosta blasted 
Bainbridge 49-7 and Thom­
asville Central 35-7 for its two 
wins. Meanwhile, Lowndes 
whipped Bainbridge 28-6 and 
slipped by Central 20-17 in 
overtime.

Valdosta leads the region in 
rushing offense with an

l/ A ‘^v^a^e^of 2^ yakis per game, 
while Uwndes ranks last with 
an average of 86.1 yards per 
contest. However, the Vikings 
have the top passing team in 
the region, with 17 touchdowns 
and an average of more than 
160 yards per game The 
Wildcats rank fifth in the 
region with a 113-yard average.

As far as defense, the 
Wildcats give up only 52 yards 
per game on the ground, while 
Lowndes is third with a 109.6 
average. Valdosta ranks third 
against the pass and has given 
up just two touchdown passes. 
Opponents average only 98.6 
yards against the Tats through 
the air. •

Lowndes is fifth against the

pass and gives up 110 yards a 
game. Six touchdowns have 
been scored on the Vikings 
through the air.

Both teams have several 
players who rank near the top 
of the region in individual 
statistics.

Valdosta senior running back 
Willie Lewis is second in 
rushing with 693 yards on 101 
attempts for a 6.8 average per 
carry. Junior Tony Anderson is 
sixth with 590 yards for a 6.3 
average per attempt. Andy 
Mansukhani is the top runner 
for the Vikings, and he ranks 
11th in the region with 414 
yards for a 4.1 average.

Lowndes senior quarterback 
Randy Gay tops the region in

passing with 15 touchdowns 
and 1,132 yards. Gay has hit on 
80-of-204 attempts for a 39 
percent average. He has also 
Been prone to the interception 
and has suffered 15 in in nine 
games.

Valdosta quarterback Berke 
Holtzclaw ranks fifth in pass­
ing with 36 completions in 96 
attempts. Holtzclaw has tossed 
10 scoring strikes and has been 
picked off just five times. He 
nas hit on 37 percent of his 
passes for 688 yards.

The Vikings have two of the 
top three receivers in the 
region in the form of Eric 
Blades and Todd Williams. 
They both have 29 receptions 
apiece to tie for second in the

region. Blades has 384 yards 
receiving and has caught four 
touchdowns. Williams is the big 
play receiver, with seven 
touchdowns for 744 yard.

Hosea Heard is the top pass 
catcher for the Wildcats, with 
23 receptions and five 
touchdowns for 448 yards. 
Darrell Leonard is seventh 
with 13 catches for 271 yards 
and five touchdowns.

Defensively, Lowndes has 
two players in the top five in 
interceptions. Brad Almon is 
second with six, while Roger 
Culpepper is tied with Valdos­
ta’s Derrick Folsom with four 
swipes.

In the kicking game, Valdos­
ta’s David Thomas is sixth in

the region with a 35-yard 
average, while Gay is just 
behind Thomas in seventh 
place with a 34-yard average.

Lowndes has two players 
ranked in the top five in punt 
returns. Blades is second with 
152 yards on 10 returns and 
Calvin Orr is fourth with 113 
yards on five returns. Valdos­
ta’s Tony Manghram is seventh 
with 45 yards on eight returns.

So, just what will be the keys 
in Friday’s encounter?

“This is the most pressure- 
packed and intense game that 
we’ll play in the regular 
season, said Valdosta assis­
tant coach Bob Bolton, who is 
also a former Valdosta player. 
“This game means so much, 
because the winner will win the

region and have the home-fjeld 
advantage in the playoffs. K’s 
also for the bragging rights in 
the county against people that 
we'll see every day.’

Valdosta offensive line coach 
Jerry Don Baker said the key 
will be the team that can win 
the war in the trenches. Baker 
is also a graduate of Valdosta, 
and was on the first two VHS 
teams that played against 
Lowndes.

“The intensity of this game 
has gotten fierce over the 
years, especially with the 
competition between the two 
schools evening out,” Baker 
said. “Anything can happen in 
this type of game, ana that 
wasn't always the case in the 
tprly years/

Matchups
L V

Offensive Line ^ 
Quarterbacks / 
Running Backs 
Wide Receivers 
Defensive Line 
Secondary 
Kicking Game /
Intangibles /

Gay, Holtzclaw Meet Again
And 1983 was an even less-pleasing experience for theBy EARL PERKINS

Times Staff Writer
The bell rang and the first-grade class at Pine Grove 

Elementary filed from the classroom. Randy Gay passed Berke 
Holtzclaw in the hall, and little did either realize they’d someday 
face each other on the football field.

Holtzclaw moved from the neighborhood after that school year, 
but the two met again in junior high, according to Holtzclaw.

“I played one year for the YMCA, and then we played against 
each other in the eighth grade,” he said.

Gay was quarterbacking the Hahira Junior High team against 
Holtzclaw’s Valdosta Junior High squad. The Valdostans beat 
Hahira that year, so a win against Holtzclaw would be a sweet

the fortunes of
game Friday at 8

victory for him.
The senior quarterbacks will be guiding 

opposing high school teams in a major football u ,
p.m. Gay will lead the Lowndes Vikings against Holtzclaw's 
Valdosta Wildcats at Cleveland Field.

This game would be another feather in Holtzclaw’s cap after 
helping the Wildcats make the region playoffs each season he's 
been at Valdosta.

“It seems like it's (making the playoffs) a tradition,’ 
Holtzclaw said. “Every vear I’ve been up here, we’ve been in the
playoffs, and that's when it counts.

“Everybody plays together, and I think that’s the main thing 
that puts us in the playoffs.”

But Gay would like to make the ’Cats go into the region playoffs 
with a loss in Friday’s Region 1-AAAA South sub-region contest.

“This will be the last chance I'll get to beat him (Holtzclaw),” 
he said. “My freshman year (at Lowndes) they beat us 20-13, and 
that was a heartbreaker.

“We were going into the fourth quarter, and we had them beat. 
They led 6-0 at halftime, but they fumbled a punt in the third 
quarter and we scored. They fumbled another punt, and we drove 
down and scored again. But in the fourth quarter they started 
moving the ball really well. The last time they scored, they ran a 
two-minute drill. We were unable to do anything offensively, and 
all we had to do was lay on the ball.”

The score was even closer the following season, with Valdosta 
taking a 2-0 halftime lead. However, a Lowndes player “dropped 
a pass in the end zone to kill a drive, and it was all Valdosta after 
that,” according to Gay. Valdosta went on to win 22-0, eventually 
beating Atlanta Peachtree (10-7) for the state championship.

Plowboys, according to Gay.
“Last year was so bad I don’t even remember,” he said. “I 

didn’t play a whole lot in that game.”
Lowndes was beaten 35-6, with Bobby Eason playing much of 

the game as the Plowboys’ signal-caller. Gay is scheduled to 
start Fridav, with Eason being the backup quarterback.

This season the Vikes are off to a 6-3 overall start, including 
two sub-region victories. And the encouraging record has been 
done with a fairlv-inexperienced squad, according to Gay.

I credit the losses to a lack of maturity at some of the key 
positions,” he said. “We’ve got a lot of young people at the skill 
positions, and that hurt us. But when the adrenalin starts flowing, 
they seem to get more consistency.”

But win or lose Friday night, Gay hopes his football days aren’t 
over. He definitely plans on playing college ball, finding 
encouragement by phone calls and letters from many major 
universities.

“I plan to continue playing football on into college and 
thereafter, if that's where I endup.” he said. “I’ve been getting 
calls from Georgia Tech, Florida State. Vanderbilt, Florida and

uti;

Alabama ”
Gay didn’t care to hazard a guess as to which university he 

might attend, although he’s likely to go with one that will best 
utilize his style. Gay is known for his strong passing out of the 
pocket rather than rolling out, although he s had several good 
runs this season.

Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder offered an incisive analysis of 
Friday night’s quarterback matchup, which reads like a scouting 
report for a major game.

"Berke is very mobile — he’s got good foot speed and he’s a 
good passer.’’ Hyder said. “He led the region in total yardage 
last week, but I think Randy passed him after the Monroe game.

“Randv is a drop-back quarterback. He’s not a running 
quarterback, but he flat puts it (the ball) out there. He's lost 
quite a bit of yardage this season, but many times when that; 
happens, your protection has broken down.”

Every football team seems to center around the quarterback, i 
and Hyder noted the Valdosta and Lowndes signal callers have ’ 
been a credit to their schools. . . . „p

“The quarterback and head coach have to weather criticism.’ 
he said. T think both of them have done well, and I think that’s a
credit to them and their families.”



Berke Holtzclaw Has Led VHS To 9-0 Record Lowndes Is 6-3 With Randy Gay At The Helm

Smaller Crowds Just As Vocal '

aldosta-Lowndes Rivalry
By EARL PERKINS [/^'^ e 5 
times Staff Writer //^^^^U.

Thousands of eyes are trained on every movement you make as 
you stand on the sideline at Cleveland Field, and the decisions 
you make will lead them to either cheer or boo.
* The job of being the head football coach of a high school team 
in Valdosta is an awesome responsibility, but Valdosta’s Nick 
Hyder and Lowndes’ Joe Wilson relish the task. The coaches 

•meet Friday at 8 p.m. when the Wildcats and the Vikings play 
their final regular-season game. It’s a Region 1-AAAA South 
contest, although both teams have made the playoffs with 2-0 
sub-region records. But come game time, coaches can “honestly 
feel the crowd,” according to Hyder.

“My job is to mentally function as a coach, but I feel the 
response of the crowd,” he"said. “They do a great job for us.

“The fact that they’ve been there for support really impresses 
me. They were there for all five of our out-of-town games — 
Waycross, Albany (Monroe), Bainbridge, Tifton (Tift County) 
and Moultrie (Colquitt County). And I mean there in large

“But when you think about it, the cheerleaders, the band, the 
fans, all the people, all the fans, the former players — they all 
make up the Valdosta Wildcats. ”

However. Wilson’s cross-town team has had to contend with a 
younger squad, which has brought inconsistency to the Plowboy 
effort. Most fans understand that inexperienced players are 
prone to make mistakes, but there are always a few who find 
they must criticize, according to Wilson.

“For the most part, a large majority of our fans are there for 
entertainment and to support the team and coaches,” he said. 
“But we have a few (fans) who are disappointed no matter what 
we do.

“If we don’t win they're unhappy, and if we win then we didn’t 
win by enough. The real fans are those that know these are 16- 
and 17-year-olds out there playing a game — and that’s what it is 
— a game. Those are the true supporters.” *

The Plowboys’ 6-3 overall record has drawn fair fan support
this season, but crowd size has dropped off markedly the past few

numbers — often more than the home crowd.”
However, Hyder couldn’t talk about fan support without 

discussine two other factors related to Wildcat spirit — the 
cheerleaders and the band.

“Their support is unbelievably effective,” he said. “The fight 
song is unique to Valdosta — it will grab you. They put on a very 
entertaining halftime show, and they (band members) play all 
during the game.

“The cheerleaders are highly organized, and they're the best 
I’ve ever seen. They work extremely hard — they do a class act 
for us. It’s quite an honor to be selected (cheerleader), and they 
have to maintain a very high academic average.”

Hyder also included the works of the Valdosta Touchdown Club, 
the VHS administration and the school board as being vital to the 
Wildcat effort. And when it comes to spirit. Valdosta really puts 
forth some energy, according to Hyder.

“Our pep rallies are famous everywhere,” he said. “I don’t 
know anybody who can top our pep rallies.

years, according to Wilson. *
“Fan support has fallen off all over in high school football,” he 

said. “I remember when we’d go on the road we’d send off 10,000 
or 15,000 tickets. This year we’ve been lucky to send off 200 or 3 00 
dollars.”

One sure sign of dimmed interest is the fact that Friday night’s 
game hasn’t sold out. Tickets may be obtained from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. today at the superintendent’s office on Slater Street, at The 
Ticket Outlet from 8 a m. to 4 p.m. Friday and at the South gate 
of Cleveland Field on Friday at 6:30 p.m. And the smaller crowds 
were duly noted by Wilson.

“The stands have been emptying,” he said. “I guess fans have 
got other things to do. Maybe they’re watching television, but I 
expect the economy may have something to do with it (lower 
attendance).

“You can still buy tickets Thursday to the Lowndes-Valdosta 
game, and it used to be you couldn’t buy a ticket Tuesday 
morning of game week. ’' ____________



Wildcats May Be 

No. 1 Nationally
(J. t\^i|kj I »v>a^5 ^ll^^^
Cincinnati (Ohio) Moeller lost a high school football game to 

Centerville (10-7) on Friday night, which will probably have local 
ramifications in this week’s* 1/S4 Today national rankings.

The Valdosta Wildcats were ranked No. 2 in the nation last 
week, and will probably move into the No. 1 slot. The ’Cats 
topped the Lownaes Vikings 28-6 on Friday for their 600th win.

A national ranking should be a source of pride, but it should be 
taken in a different context from that of a nationally-ranked 
college team.

I’m not knocking the high school rankings of a paper that is 
among America’s top three in circulation. But I’d like to note the 
rankings are reached by one man who gets on the phone each 
week and calls high school coaches around the nation.

He talks to them about their team, individual players and how 
they performed that week against a given opponent. I’m not 
saying the rankings are bad. but they shouldn t be looked to as 
confirmation that America’s finest prep football team resides in 
Valodsta. .

The ’Cats may well be America’s best, but there’s no real way 
of knowing everything about each high school team in the 
country. And the decision is made by one person, and not by 
scores of people constantly studying the progress of each team.

At one time, someone suggested Moeller and Valdosta meet on 
the same football field. However, the proposal was quashed by 
uncooperative high school associations that noted how much time 
might be missed by students.

An interesting fact about the ’Cats is that they recently became 
television stars in the metropolis of Jacksonville, Fla.

The Region 1-AAAA South sub-region game between Valdosta 
and Thomasville Central (Oct. 12) was broadcast on Area 
Cablevision in the Bold New City of the South, and the show was 
evidently well-received by all concerned parties.

There are 110,000 subscribers to the Florida cable company, 
and the response has been all positive, according to David Reid, 
Area Cablevision director of community relations.

“We were impressed by the caliber (of football) and fervor (of 
the fans),’’ he said in a recent phone interview. “It’s nice to see a 
game where there are 9,000 or 10,000 people in the stands. You 
don’t see that down here (Jacksonville).

“We were really impressed with the football teams, and I think 
now there are some teams down here that would like to go up 
there and play.’’

And although Reid’s time has been monopolized recently with 
negotiating rights for the basketball season, he voiced concern 
over covering the Georgia high school AAAA championship 
contest, should it be held in Valdosta this year.

“We’d love it if it were in Valdosta, from a production 
standpoint,’’ he said. “It’s something we’d be interested in doing 
if the state and school system approve.

“We’d love to get several markets in the state to buy the game, 
and we’d like to show it live or taped. But I don’t know if we’ve 
got the time to put it all together. I’ve got to do my homework 
and find out what’s involved with doing it. ’

A primary stumbling block could be the $20,000 that must be 
paid for broadcasting rights. According to the Georgia High 
School Association, each team must receive $10,000 for allowing 
the company to film. But Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder would 
love to see the game broadcast.

“I think they ought to do it,’’ he said. “It’s going to be a classic 
game, but it (the broadcaster) will more than likely be a station 
in Georgia.’’

Hyder cited the high cost of purchasing rights and the short 
time to acquire sponsors as the primary reasons Area 
Cablevision probably won’t carry the game. However, he had no 
problem witn the company’s handling of the Valdosta-Central 
game.

“I’ve seen the tapes, and they did a real fine job,’’ he said. “I 
think they had three cameras, they did their research and their 
graphics were good.

“They had timely comments (about the game), and they were 
real professionals. I enjoyed dealing with Reid and the whole 
crew.

“Everybody I’ve talked to around town really liked it (the 
broadcast). And everything I heard from people down in Florida 
was positive. I think the people who saw it really enjoyed it.”

Valdosta Looks Forward

. Going Down
Lowndes Defensive lineman Ronald Warren (93) tackles regular-season game. The win was No. 600 for the Valdosta

Valdosta tight end Darrell Leonard in Friday night football team.— Times Staff Photo by Laura Harris.
action. The Cats topped the Vikes 28-6 in both team’s final

To Tift Co. In Playoffs
A ^KeARL PERKINS 

Times Staff Writer
As the balloons rose into the stratosphere and 

the plastic cups fell to the turf of Cleveland 
Fiela, the scoreboard read Valdosta 28, Lowndes 
g

The Wildcats were once again rolling into the 
Region 1-AAAA playoffs with a victory, but the 
Vikings also found themselves in post-season 
play cfespite the loss. , „ . t j

And VHS senior linebacker John Porter found 
next week’s meeting with Tift County a very 
interesting subject.

“I’m looking forward to next week, he said. 
“It’s time to pay them (the Blue Devils) back.

“It’s a game that means a lot to us. It means a 
lot to me, because it’s my last year. We re going 
to be even more fired up next week (than 
Friday). We’re going to be there — every snap, 
every whistle, every down of every quarter. And 
when that one’s over, we’ll be looking forward to

out in the first half

the week after that. .
Quarterback Berke Holtzclaw is another 

senior who’s a team leader for the Wildcats, but 
he preferred to discuss Valdosta s play last 
night, rather than their upcoming matchup.

“I feel like we didn’t play the way we should 
have the first half,” he said. “But the defense 
did a great job the whole night.

“We kept the ball on the ground because we 
have a pretty sound running game. But we 
didn’t run many plays tonight.

“They (the Vikings) came - 
ready to play — they came out in the second hall 
ready to play. Now we’ve just got to get ready 
fornextweek.” . ,

All of Friday night’s action revolved around 
VHS center Jon Reaves, whose cousin Stan 
plays for the Plowboys. However, both are 
offensive linemen, so the only chance they get to 
hit each other is on special teams.

“In the first half, all of us came out ready he 
said. “But they (the Plowboys) were ready for it 
too - they came out and played good ball in the 
second half. , . ,

“We were overconfident and our minds 
weren’t right. But you’ve got to commend our

- - -— - -

defense. They strapped it on (in the second half >• 
and we won, but we can play a bettei

The win was a satisfying one for VHS head 
coach Nick Hyder, who watched his charges up 
their overall record to 10-0. 3-0 in sub-region 
action. But the game started off on a poor note. I 
according to the llth-year VHS mentor.

“In the first half we lost the opening kickoff on 
poor judgment,” he said. “Im the head coach B 
and I’ve got to take responsibility. B

“But it was alert, heads up coverage by ■ 
Lowndes. I don't blame the youngsters because 
it’s my job to follow through and show them how 
to react in these situations. ”

The Plowboys recovered the ball on tne 
Valdosta 19-yard line, but failed to convert the 
golden scoring opportunity. Ran^ Jay 
on a field-goal attempt, and Valdosta came 
down for a score before the halftime in- 
G“lt (the early mistake) didn’t destroy us. 
because we fought back.” he said. “We drove 
down and scored, and then Derrick (Folsom) 
intercepted a pass and went 85 yards for a 
touchdown.” ,,

First-half scores for Valdosta besides 
Folsom’s return were Holtzclaw’s 2-yard 
touchdown run and running back Tony An­
derson’s 1-yard touchdown trot. However, Val­
dosta’s offensive effort wasn’t the only group 
Hyder felt had a good night I

“The defense was fantastic, he said They 
hit well, covered well and did a great jeb all 
night. Berke hit a couple passes and Tony had a 
good night.

■ David Thomas hit some good punts and 
(center) Jeff Davis had some fine snaps.

The game looked like it might be a ™l® *^" 
the Cats scored three touchdowns in the i r 
half but the Plowboys came back after 
halftime. And Hyder was quite impressed by the

out,” he said. “This was south Georgia football 
at its finest.” I



Times Staff Photo

’Cat Boys, Girls Open Vs. Tift

’Cats Are Flying High

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta opens its roundball season at home tonight against 
Tift County at 7 p.m. in girls and boys tilts.

The Wildcats return three starters, and will be looking to 
improve on its 15-8 slate from last year.

Mike O’Brien is heading into his fourth season in charge of the 
Wildcats, and he’s excited about the work of his team so far in 
preseason drills.

Last year, the Wildcats won the sub-region championship^and 
O’Brien is hoping for more of the same this time around. There 
isn’t very’ much height to work with, since the tallest player is 6-4 
senior center Wallace Campbell.

Campbell will be joined in the lineup by seniors Victor Walker 
(6-0) and James Edwards (6-3), while juniors .Anthony Brown 
(6-2) and Sylvester Kitchens (5-5) will fill out the rest of the 
lineup.

Several nemcomers have been impressive in preseason 
workouts and is expected to provide some immediate help. 
Sophomore Kyle Lowe (5-10) moves up from the B-Team and 
classmate Adolphus Kimmons (5-6) steps up from the 9th-grade 
team.

Juniors Howard Wright (5-6) and Moses Madison (5-9) are 
expected to provide some added depth. Wright played on the 
B-Team last year, while this is Madison’s first year out for the 
team.

Senior Fredrick James (5-9) who gained some experince last 
year with the varsity will help out at the guard position. Glenn 
Lapointe (5-10) is a newcomer to the school and is also expected 
to help out in the backcourt.

Valdosta also has two players on the football team — Derrick 
Folsom and Monroe Ga mole — who are expected to see extensive 
playing time once the season is completed.

“Were not very big, and our outside shooting may be 
questionable at this point,’’ O’Brien said. “We basically try to run 
a patterened offense, but We’ll take the (fast) break if it s there.

“We try to have a disciplined-oriented team on both offense and 
defense, and a big key for us will be patience,*’ O’Brien added. 
“Quickness is probably our strong suit right now, but we won’t 
really know how quick we are until we get a few games under our 
belts.’’

The Lady Wildcats’ also return three senior starters, including 
top scorer and rebounder Felicia Henderson. Lisa Irvin and 
Wendy Irvin are the other two returning starters for Valdosta.

Last year, coach James Studstill’s Lady Wildacts’ finished with 
a 7-15 mark. However, Studstill is looking for improvement in this 
his third season at Valdosta, with the influx of new talent from 
the B-Team and 9th-grade teams.

Aimee Bass and Avis Weatherspoon fill out the rest of the 
starting lineup for the Ladv ’Cats, while depth will come from 
Pam Gardner and several other underclassmen

“The girls have a very good attitude this year, and it has 
showed in their work habits,” Studstill said. “We have a young 
team with only six seniors and juniors, with the rest being 
underclassmen.

“We have some good outside shooters, but our lack of height 
will hurt our inside game,” Studstill added. “The girls are 
working very hard, and we’ve had some spirited workouts so far 
in our preseason drills. ’ ’

Stuostill also said he was plesed with the schedule this year. 
His squad won't have to play anv region games before the 
Christmas break, which he says will give them time o develop a 
personality.

“We’re hoping to build some early momemtum before the start 
of sub-region play,” Studstill said. “By not having to play any 
sub-region games before the Chrismas break, it gives a chance to 
experiment with some things in the early going.

“We’re fortunate to have some depth this year, which has been 
a problem with some of our past teams,” Studstill added. “We 
won’t be afraid to substitute at all this year because we have a lot 
of girls who are just about even as far as talent goes.”

Valdosta is No. 1
in high school poll
By Jack Carey, ^^ \ 
USA TODAY (jcV. i^z I /

Valdosta, Ga., a town with a 
rich high school football tradi­
tion, can add to its long list of 
accomplishments — the school 
is now No. 1 in the nation in the 
latest USA TODAY Super 25 
high school football poll.

David Waller, three-time 
past president of the school’s 
1,200-member Touchdown 
Club, said: “We had heard that 
(Cincinnati) Moeller (former 
No. 1) lost, and the town will be 
thrilled at the news that we’re 
No. 1. This is a town that takes 
its football seriously.”

Valdosta’s first test as the 
No. 1 team will come Friday 
against Tift County in their 
opening game of the Class 4A 
state playoffs.

Moeller, which finished 10-1, 
fell to 13th after being upset 10­
7 by Centerville in the first 
round of the Ohio state play­
offs. Moeller had held the top 
position since preseason.

"This is something the team 
has been working for all year,” 
said defensive tackle James 
Wakefield, a four-year Valdos­
ta starter.

“Our town is very much

By Marcy Eckroth Mullins, USA TODAY

aware of the poll and very 
proud of the situation,” said 
coach Nick Hyder, 114-21-1 in 
11 years at Valdosta.

“Two years ago, we were 
ranked No. 2 (behind Moeller). 
It’s quite an honor. We’re glad 
for the recognition, but we 
have to earn it on the field.”

Valdosta has averaged 41 
points and 350 yards a game 
this season, while allowing 4.9 
points and 140 yards.

■ Super 25,10C

Valdosta football at a glance
■ City population: 43,000; school enrollment: 2,000, Class 
4A (largest)
■ National Sports News Service national champions: 
1962(12-0), 1971 (13-0)
■ 17 Georgia state championships
■ Touchdown (booster) Club with 1,200 members
■ Average attendance: 10,000 fans per home game
■ 1984 team has 81 players on varsity squad, 40 on junior 
varsity
■ 25 graduates now playing major college football
■ Former players to go on to major college or pro football 
include Buck Belue (Georgia). John Lastinger (Georgia), 
John Bond .(Mississippi State and the Canadian Football 
League), Bruce Bennett (CFL), Rhett Dawson (Houston 
Ollers and Boston Patriots)

High Schools Prepare 
For Games That Count

By The Associated Press
The second phase of Georgia’s high school 

football season gets under way this weekend as 
region playoffs begin, matching many teams 
that already faced each other this year — a 
factor Lincoln County Coach Larry Campbell 
believes makes the region playoffs doubly 
difficult.

Lincoln, ranked second in Class A. plays host 
Friday to No. 10 Wrens, a team it defeated 22-14 
on Oct. 12 when Lincoln was ranked third and 
previously undefeated Wrens was second.

Another rematch on tap Friday is No. 6 
Riverwood facing No. 9 Henderson in Region 
5-AAA Both teams are 9-1, with Henderson’s 
only loss coming to Riverwood 30-10 in the third 
game of the season.

A third game Friday also has ranked Class 
AA opponents fighting for the right to continue 
playing. In Camilla, No. 4 Mitchell-Baker, last 
year’s Class AAA champion, entertains No. 4 
Dooly County, runner up to West Rome for the 
state AA title last year.

Also. Valdosta. 10-0 and first in Class A AAA. 
entertains defending state. champion Tift 
County. The Wildcats defeated Tift 28-0 in the 
regular season. In the other Region 1-AAAA 
game. Lowndes 6-4. plays No. 10 Colquitt 
County. 8-1-1, on the road in Moultrie. Colquitt 
beat Lowndes 22-6 in the Packers’ first game of 
the year (Lowndes second).

Elsewhere, Manchester, first in Class AA, 
entertains Man Persons for the second straight 
week. The Blue Devils defeated Bulldogs 9-0 last 
Friday, running their shutout string to 10 
straight games.

“It s harder, by all means,” to win the second 
game if you’ve also won the first one, Lincoln’s 
Campbell said. He said last year, when Lincoln 
was in Class AA, the Red Devils lost to 
Greene-Taliaferro in the regular season, but 
defeated the Tigers in the region playoffs. The 
year before, Harlem defeated Lincoln in the 
playoffs after losing in the regular season.

“To high school football players, motivation

means so much,” Campbell said. “The football 
team that’s motivated the most wins more 
football games.”

Campbell said it’s easier to motivate a team 
to play a school that already has beaten it.

But Campbell said playing at home will 
negate Wrens' advantage.

Lincoln, 8-1-1, needed two fourth quarter 
touchdowns to overcome Wrens on the Colts' 
home field, a game that ended with Wrens, 8-2, 
on the 3-yard line.

This time around. Campbell has decided to 
start different defensive ends.

“We're replacing some big, strong folks with 
some people who've got a little experience, but 
who are quicker,” he said. The quickness is 
needed to contain Wrens quarterback Kevin 
Thomas, who Campbell described as “maybe 
the finest athlete in the region.”

He admitted the move was a gamble, “but 
that’s what the playoffs are. ”

Henderson’s earlier loss to Riverwood “is a 
little bit of an advantage to our kids, that being 
the only game we’ve lost,” Henderson Coach 
James Parham said. “How much of an 
advantage that will be, no one really knows. 
(But) we’ll be prepared mentally.”

Riverwood used a option offense to beat 
Henderson and Parham said he expected to see 
it again, although he has realigned his defense 
to counter Riverwood’s backs.

“We’ll change our coverages, and our 
assignments,” he said. “Hopefully we can get 
enough people there — different people at 
different times — to stop it.”

While trying to contain the Riverwood runners 
on defense, Henderson will look offensively to 
quarterback Chuck Owen. A 6-foot-l, 185-pound 
senior, Owen has run for 749 yards ana nine 
touchdowns and completed 55 percent of his 
passes for 1,375 yards and seven touchdowns.

While Mathis said Henderson may have a 
slight motivational advantage, he said his team 
would gain from knowing it already had beaten 
the larger Cougars.

^0



Super 25 high school football teams
The USA’s top 25 high school football teams, as ranked for USA TODAY by consulting highschool editor Dave Krider: 
-----------------c ‘ Defeated Charleston Burke in1 Valdosta Moved into No. 1 spot with 28-6

Valdosta Ga victory against Valdosta Lowndes
rS im' before 12,300. Junior Tony Ander-
Last week: 2 son ran 24 times for 135 yards and

two touchdowns. Safety Derrick Folsom had 10 solo tackles 
and scored on 85-yard pass interception return. Opens state 
playoffs Friday against Tift County.______ ,_____________

14 Summerville
Summerville, S.C. 
Record: 11-0 
Last week: 15

state playoff opener 60-30 for 
22nd consecutive win. Darrell Mid­
dleton rushed for 63 yards on six

carries and scored two touchdowns. Steve Williams also 
scored twice. Plays host to Conway (10-1) Friday.

Beat previously undefeated Ro­
meoville 30-13 in state playoffs be­
fore 10,000 for 24th consecutive 

Last week: 3 victory. Ronnie Cameron complet­
ed 10 of 17 passes for 190 yards and one touchdown and 
also ran for one TD. Plays host to Buffalo Grove Saturday.

2 East §t Louis 
East St Louis, IN. 
Record: 11-0

15 Snohomish 
Snohomish, Wash. 
Record: 10-0

Defeated Seattle Roosevelt 55-7 
as Pat Thompson ran for 98 yards 
and three touchdowns on nine 
carries. Kevin Nelson added 70Lq§I week: 16 - - -_ _ - ___-

yards on eight tries. Will play state’s No. 2-rated team, Kirk­
land Juanita (10-0), Friday at Memorial Stadium in Seattle.

3 Manatee 
Bradenton, Fla. 
Record: 9-0

Posted 23rd consecutive victory. 
38-22 against Sarasota. Alfonso 
Clark ran 13 times for 83 yards 
and one touchdown. RonnieLast weak: 4 _..__..__ __

Mitchell scored on 7-yard pass and 95-yard kickoff return.
Plays host to Bradenton Bayshore Friday.

16 Woodham .
Pensacola, Fla. 
Record: 9-0 
Last week: 17

Shut out Gonzalez Tate 35-0 be­
fore 6,000 to complete third con­
secutive undefeated regular sea-

______ son. Charlie Krasnosky completed 
eight of 12 passes for 197 yards and three touchdowns. Rob­
ert Gaddy rushed for 112 yards. Does not play this week.

4 T C Williams Defeat Lake Braddock 28-0 as 
Alexandra Va Glenn Williams completed 10 of 13 

Record? 10-0 passes for 172 yards and two
Last week: 5 touchdowns. Rodney McNeil ran

for 131 yards and Bren Lowery 127 yards. Opens state play­
offs Saturday at home against Fort Hunt._______________

17 Harrison
Farmington, Mich. 
Record: 10-0
Last week: 18

Gave previously unbeaten Bir­
mingham Seaholm its first loss, 
17-6, before 12,000. John Miller 
ran 28 times for 150 yards. Will

5 Permian
Odessa, Texas 
Record: 10-0
Last week: 6

Beat Odessa 34-7 before 16,000
play Dearborn Fordson (10-0) in state quarterfinals Saturday 
at Pontiac’s Wisner Stadium._________________________

as Alton Holloway completed nine 
of 15 passes for 121 yards and 
four touchdowns. Greg Anderson 

for 88 yards and two TDs. O|caught five passes for 88 yards and two TDs. opens state 
playoffs Saturday in Lubbock against Amarillo Palo Duro.

18 Oak Grove
San Jose, Calif.
Record: 10-0

Edged San Jose Independence 
14-6 before 10,000 as Shannon
Mornhinweg completed nine of 12

Edged Cranford 14-13 before 
6,500 as Tony Stewart ran 12 
times for 95 yards and scored on 

Last week: 7 5-yard run. Todd Simonson added
35 yards and 3-yard TD run on 10 carries. Opens state play­
offs against Montclair Saturday at home.________________

6 Union
Union, N.J.
Record: 8-0

Last week: 19 passes for 104 yards and one 
touchdown of 35 yards to brother Brad. Will play Cupertino 
Friday at San Jose Independence Field.________________

19 Warren Central
Indianapolis 
Record: 12-0

7 Page
Greensboro, N.C. 
Record: 10-0

Defeated North Forsyth 50-8 for 
16th consecutive victory. Keith 
Welborne scored touchdowns on

Defeated Indianapolis North Cen­
tral 19-9 in state playfoffs as Jeff 
George completed 14 of 22 

Last week: 20 passes for 227 yards and one 
touchdown and ran for two TDs. Ron Clark rushed 15 times 
for 101 yards. Plays host to Martinsville Saturday.

Last week: 8 20-yard pass from Todd Eliis and 
77-yard punt return. David Smith had TD runs of 2 and 4 
yards. Begins state playoffs Friday at Northern Durham.

8 McClintock
Tempe, Ariz. 
Record: 10-0

Shut out Tempe Corona del Sol 
14-0 as Art Greathouse ran 14

20 Centerville
Centerville, Ohio 
Record: 11-0 
Last week: NR

Recorded biggest victory in school 
history with 10-7 upset of USA’s 
top-rated team, Cincinnati 
Moeller, in state playoffs. Jason

times for 79 yards and scored on
Last week: 9 40-yard screen pass. Kent Kiefer 

completed 11 of 20 passes for 100 yards. Begins state play­
offs Thursday at home against Tempe Marcos de Niza.

Zeller kicked 27-yard field goal for winning points. Will play 
Toledo St. Francis Saturday at Welcome Stadium in Dayton.

9 Brockton
Brockton, Mass. 
Record: 9-0

Defeated Quincy 51-8 as Odell 
Wilson scored five touchdowns

21 Lincoln County
Fayetteville, Tenn. 
Record: 10-0
Last week: 21

Defeated Chattanooga Baylor 36­
18 before 6,000 as Ricky Blake 
ran 17 times for 188 yards and 
three touchdowns. Benny Jen-

and had 194 yards rushing on
Last week: 10 eight carries. Tom Colombo com­

pleted three of five passes, all for TDs, for 184 yards. Pat 
Khoury was in on 12 tackles. Does not play this week.

nings returned kickoff 74 yards for another TD. Opens state 
playoffs Friday against Murfreesboro Oakland.

10 Catholic Defeated Chicago Julian 36-0 and
. u t in Orland Park Carl Sandburg 22-13
Record’*11-0 in state playoffs. Against Sand­
Last week: 11 burg. Steve Pullara scored two 

touchdowns. Against Julian, John-Gromos passed for three 
TPs. Plays host to Peoria Richwoods (11-0) Saturday.

22 Natick USA’s longest winning steak
Natick Mass reached 32 games with 21-7 vic­
Record: 9-0 tory against previously undefeat­
Last week: 25 ed Framingham North. Paul Ghi- 

lani completed 11 of 13 passes for 148 yards, and Joel Crisa- 
fulli ran 28 times for 179 yards. Does not play this week.

11 Berwick
Berwick, Pa.
Record: 11-0
Last week: 12

Recorded fourth shutout, 27-0 
against Shamokin, before 6,000. 
Berwick has posted perfect regu­
lar-season record last four years

23 Gallatin
Gallatin, Tenn. 
Record: 10-0 
Last week: 22

Beat Rhea County 20-14 in two 
overtimes to avoid upset. Charlie 
Jenkins scored all three touch­
downs on runs of 2, 2 and 16

and has won 24 consecutive games. Billy Knorr ran 18 times 
for 102 yards and one touchdown. Does not play this week.

yards. Begins state playoffs Friday at home against Dickson
County (10-0).__________ _____ _____________________

Defeated Houston Worthing 30-13 
as Ronald Jiles completed 11 of 
17 passes for 184 yards and one 

Last week: 13 touchdown of 40 yards to Pat 
Overshown. Opens state playoffs against Alief Elsik Friday in

12 Madison
Houston 
Record: 10-0

24 Ridley
Folsom, Pa.
Record: 9-0
Last week: 23

Defeated Lower Merion 23-8 as 
Rusty Richter ran for 225 yards 
and one touchdown on 35 carries. 
Kevin McNicholas ran 7 yards for

Houston Astrodome.

13 Moeller
Cincinnati 
Record: 10-1

one TD and passed for another. At Springfield Saturday.

Season ended with 10-7 upset 
loss to Centerville in state playoff 
opener before 12,100. D’Juan 
Francisco scored one touchdownLast waak: 1 • ~ _

but did not play in second half because of knee injury. Mark 
Kamphaus completed 10 of 24 passes for 145 yards.

25 John Ehret
Marrero, La. 
Record: 10-0
Last week: 24

Beat New Orleans Brother Martin 
21-13 as Leonard Valentine ran 
for 157 yards and scored touch­
downs on runs of 69 and 20 yards.

He also kicked three extra points and averaged 40.1 yards 
punting. Plays host to New Orleans St. Augustine Friday.

Also under consideration: Banning, Wilmington, Calif. (7-1); Barboursville, W.Va (10-0); Central Bucks West Doyles­
town, Pa. (9-0); Central, Phenix City, Ala. (11-0); Corvallis, Ore. (10-0); De Matha Hyattsville, ^d. (1^^ Manhatan, Kari 
HO-OV Picavune Miss. (8-0); Plano, Texas (10-0); Poly, Baltimore (9-0); Southington, Conn. (9-0), South Kitsap, Port 
Orchard, Wash. (10-0); South, Williamsville, N.Y. (9-0); Southwest DeKalb, Atlanta (10-0); Thomas Jefferson, Denver

(1 Dropped out Steel Valley, Munhall, Pa. (10-1), No. 14, lost to Franklin Regional 7-6.

^1
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To Ed Reform Measures
By SYLVIA COOPER 

Times Staff Writer
Governor Joe Frank Harris 

and members of the Georgia 
Education Review Commission 
are saying full speed ahead to 
school reform, while local 
school officials are saying 
proceed with caution.

The review commission 
presented its $859 million edu­
cational reform package to 
Gov. Harris Monday afternoon. 
The proposals outlined in the 
24-page report are designed to 
upgrade the teaching pro­
fession and improve the 
Georgia school system through 
26 ’’critical" reforms which 
include:

—full day mandatory kin­
dergartens

—an increase in the present 
$14,329 base teaching salarv to 
$16,750

—a career ladder for teach­
ers

—pay incentives for prin­
cipals, superintendents and 
other certified personnel

—a statewide sequenced 
core curriculum

—a vocational education 
program that de-emphasizes 
job specific training and em­
phasizes basic skill mastery in 
reading, math and English

The proposals, to be phased 
in over a four-year period, will 
be presented to the legislature 
who will have to appropriate 
$158 million in 1985 to begin 
implementing them.

Although Gov. Harris said 
the improvements will require 
’‘significant commitment in 
new and improved funding," he 
reiterated his “commitment to 
providing those funds without a 
tax increase."

Review commission
chairman Edward C. Harris 

। said the funding proposals will 
generate “equalization of

Ifer Valdosta Daito ^imts

J+2

RALPH BRANDON 
City Superintendent

BILL SE ARS
County Superintendent

property tax wealth." School 
systems with millage rates 
under 5 mills will be required 
to raise them, Harris said.

However, local school super­
intendents express skepticism 
that the program can be im­
plemented without a tax in­
crease on some level.

Superintendent of Valdosta 
City Schools Ralph Brandon 
said, “I think everybody should 
understand that it is going to 
require additional funding, and 
if Gov. Harris is not going to 
increase taxes, the funding of it 
will depend on economic 
growth. While he says econom­
ic growth will pay for it, that is 
a v?ry big question. What if it 
doesn’t?

“A tax is a tax whether it 
comes from the state or the
local people. They’ve got an

equalization plan built in, but 
some of the poorer schools 
won't be able to participate. 
Some won’t be able to pass 
additional millage rates. The 
rich get richer and the poor get 
poorer.

“I think that equalization 
formula they’re talking about 
should be part of state funding 
and not dependent on local 
systems. Wnat makes them 
think these poorer schools that 
can’t do it now will do it on 
their own later? I just don’t 
think it’s going to happen.

Bill Sears, superintendent of 
Lowndes County schools said 
he would have to take “a long 
look" at the commission’s 
funding proposals to see how it 
would affect Lowndes County. 
“I would have to have a copy of 
the commission’s report to see 
how the various students would 
be weighted before I could tell 
whether it would be an advan­
tage or disadvantage to the 
Lowndes County School 
system.

Sears said the governor and 
the legislature would “hold the 
line" on spending at the state 
level, knowing that the local 
school systems will be forced to 
make up the difference be­
tween money received from the 
state and the amount needed 
for school operation.

“It makes them look like 
heroes and makes us look like 
the bad guys," Sears said.

Brandon and Sears agree 
that a statewide sequenced 
core curriculum is a bad plan 
although Brandon said he can

see some advantages in a basic 
statewide curriculum.

“The legislature should not 
get into the business of offering 
courses and content because 
you leave out local input. 
Curriculum is much better 
developed on the local level by 
local teachers because if they 
have input into it they have ah 
interest to see that it works," 
Brandon said.

“These canned programs 
that you buy from other people 
just don’t work. A program 
may work fine for Oregon, but 
it might not work here.

“At the same time I un­
derstand that some school 
systems won't develop an ade­
quate curriculm for their peo­
ple unless there is some pre­
ssure from the state level or 
the legislature to do so. "

One of the most controversial 
of the review* commission's 
recommendations is its pro­
posals for drastically altering 
the state's vocational education 
orograms.

Review’ commission member 
Alton C. Crews said the com­
mission's recommendations to 
limit vocational programs to 
110 hours in grades 6-8 and 
limit hands-on job training to 
the 12th grade is an effort to 
keep vocational education 
classes from becoming “dum­
ping grounds" for academic 
non achievers.

The vocational education 
recommendations are viewed 
with dismay by both Sears and 
Brandon.

Sears said the commission’s 
recommendations will severely 
limit the program at the junior 
high level. “A student couldn’t 
take a quarter of home ec, 
industrial arts, and agriculture 
during the three years. They 
would have to give up one or 
the other," Sears said.

“I think Gov. Harris and his 
review commission need to 
leave our vocational program 
as is. Georgia is known as a 
leader throughout the U.S. for 
its vocational program in the 
high schools," Sears said.

Brandon said he thinks 
“everybody can live with" the 
modifications at the junior high 
level, but that limiting specific 
job training in vocational edu­
cation to the 12th grade is a 
mistake.

“Lm against that. That’s 
wrong," Brandon said. “De­
cisions like that should be left 
up to local svstems. At that age 
a lot of students drop out. You 
must have courses they are 
interested in and have an 
aptitude for. I think they’re 
making a tragic mistake doing 
this."



Walker Scored 24 Points For VHS

Valdosta Boys’ in Opener, Girls Fall To Tift
Bv EARL PERKINS 
Tinies Staff Writer

The Valdosta boys’ basket­
ball team was a little rusty in 
its season opener Tuesday 
night at VHS, but guard Victor 
Walker came through with 24 
points to pace the Wildcats' 
56-50 win over Tift County.

The Lady Wildcats were not 
as fortunate, dropping a 55-44 
decision to the Lady Devils 
after trailing by one point at 
halftime.

In the boys’ game, Walker hit 
four field goals in the first 
period, which equaled Tift's 
output for the entire frame. 
Head coach Mike O’Brien's 
'Cats jumped to a 14-8 lead as 
the first period finished, but 
were unable to retain the 
margin. And although the 'Cats 
will be working hard following 
Thursday’s exams, their effort 
was a strong one, according to 
O’Brien. *

“I was well-pleased with the 
kids,’’ he said. “We had some 
kids who were untested, and

they stepped forward and did a 
good job.

“I saw a lot of mistakes I 
hope to correct, and if we don’t 
correct them, we’re going to be 
in trouble."

The third period was hotly 
contested, but Valdosta out­
scored Tift 12-8 to extend its 
lead to 37-32 as the third frame 
finished. .

“At the half we were ahead 
25-24," he said. “We came out 
in the third quarter and tried to 
change the tempo, and we 
jumped out on them.

“But they came right back in 
the fourth quarter. If we hadn’t 
hit some free throws at the end 
— even though they (the ’Cats) 
did miss 10 foul snots — they 
were very big. We hit nine 
(free throws) — they scored 18 
points and we hit 19 in the 
fourth quarter. Our main pro­
blem was wHidn;t hit our foul 
shots."

The fourth frame was the 
pivotal one for both teams, 
with Walker and center

Wallace Campbell canning two 
field goals apiece, while 
forward Kvle Lowe added one 
for Valdosta. Valdosta received 
a boost as guard Howard 
Wright pumped in 4-of-5 free- 
throw attempts, aided by guard 
Sylvester Kitchen (two). 
Campbell (two) and Walker 
(one). However, the ’Cats 
could certainly use improve­
ment in some departments, 
according to O’Brien.

“We’re going to have to hit 
the boards and work on our foul 
shots, and we’ve got to con­
tinue working on defense,'’ he 
said. “That (better defense) 
would have helped us a lot, 
because we got in some dif­
ficulties we shouldn ’ t have. ’ ‘

In the girls’ game, if losing 
can provide answers, then the 
Lady Wildcats are learning 
quickly, according to head 
coach James Studstill.

“We did a lot of substituting 
and we learned a lot of things.

he said. “I know what each one 
of them can do under pressure 
now.

“I’m real proud of them for 
the way they came back. We 
were down bv quite a score at 
halftime (29-16), but as long as 
the girls have heart and come 
back, we've got a chance down 
the road."

The Lady Wildcats pushed 
three players into double fig­
ures, with Wendy Irvin hitting 
19, aided by Felecia Henderson 
(12) and Lisa Irvin (11). Tift’s 
leading scorer was Tracie 
Carter with 24 points, while no 
other Lady Devils hit in double 
figures. And the game was 
vital as a teaching tool for 
Valdosta, according to 
Studstill.

“We got two or three unec- 
cesary fouls under their 
(Tift’s) boards, and one or two 
under ours, but that comes 
with inexperience," he said. 
“We had several ninth-graders 
out there tonight, so we had a 
lot of young kids.______ _____

“1 know I’m going to be weak 
as far as a pivot player, but I 
played evervone I had. so at 
least I know what they can do."

Henderson is Valdosta s 
captain, and she was taken 
from the game several times 
with stomach cramps. Terry 
Longiere and Yolanda Chestnut 
did not dress out for the Lady 
Vikings last night, but Studstill 
wasn't complaining.

“There are no excuses — we 
just learned a lot," he said. 
“And we don't play another 
game until Nov. 30, so those 
girls should be well by then."

Henderson and Pam Gardner 
pulled down eight rebounds 
apiece, while Wendy and Lisa 
Irvin had five steals each.

Valdosta’s basketball games 
scheduled here Friday night 
against Albany Westover have 
been moved to Jan. 12. because 
of the high school football 
plavoffs. The ’Cats' next game 
is Nov. 27 vs. Colquitt County in 
Moultrie, starting with the

girls' game at 7 p.m., followed 
immediately by the boys.

BOYS
Tift Co. 8 16 8 18—50
Valdosta 14 11 12 19—56

INDIVIDUAL STATS
SCORING — Tift: Dennis 7 

4-4 18. Bailey 2 0-0 4. Engram 4 
0-0 8. Revels 2 0-0 4. Smith 2 0-0 
4. Spurlin 2 1-2 5, Johnson 3 1-6 
7: Totals 22 6-12 50. VHS: 
Kitchen 0 2-3 2. Walker 11 2-8 
24, Campbell 6 2-5 14. Brown 3 
0-0 6, Wright 1 4-5 6. James 1 0-0 
2, Lowe 1 0-0 2; Totals 23 10-22 
56.

GIKLb
Tift Co. U 15 6 20—55
Valdosta 7 9 IX 10—41

INDIVIDUAL STATS
SCORING - Tift: Carter 8 

6-14 24. Simmons 3 0-0 6. 
Robinson 4 1-3 9. Bennett 2 4-6 
8. Brooks 2 0-4. Burr 2 0-0 4: 
Totals: 21 11-27 55. VHS: L. 
Irvin 3 5-8 11. W. Irvin 8 3-7 19. 
Henderson 5 2-3 12. Gardner 1 
0-0 2. Ceasar 0 0-2 0. Shown 0 0-1 
0; Totals: 1710-2144.
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Valdosta Comes Back To Top Tift
By ROGER B.BROWN 

Times Staff Writer
There are four moral fibers 

Valdosta coach Nick Hyder 
likes to stress to his team. 
Spiritual guidance, moral 
character, mental toughness 
and physical toughness. Friday 
night at Cleveland Field, the 
nation’s top-ranked high school 
football team needed every one 
of them to pull out a 16-7 
first-round playoff win over 
defending state champion Tift 
County.

The ’Cats had to overcome a 
7-0 halftime deficit against a 
fired-up Tift team, which they 
had romped past 28-0 earlier in 
the season. The Blue Devils 
seemed to have everything 
going in their favor at the half, 
when they stuffed a Valdosta 
drive inside the ’Cats' own 5 as 
time expired in the first half.

“We knew that we would 
have to score again to have a 
chance to win it though," said 
Tift head coach Gene Brodie. 
“We told our guys that at the 
half, but we couldn’t take 
advantage of our chances and 
Valdosta came back like true 
championswill.’’ .

That could have been a real 
critical point in the game

according to Hyder.
“We turned from panic to 

poise in the second half when 
we took the kickoff and 
marched back down the field 
for the Porter field goal," 
Hyder said. “The crowd got 
into the game then, and it sort 
of gave us some momentum.

“That was a real big drive 
for us, and we neeeded some 
points at that time,” Hyder 
added. “The youngsters re­
sponded extremely well under 
the conditions, and rose to the 
occasion.” .

Once again the Wildcats’ 
defense proved to be a domi­
nant factor, holding the Blue 
Devils to 17 yards rushing. 
Tifton finished with just 141 
yards total offense in the game.

Tift’s only score was set up 
by a Tony Anderson fumble at 
the Valdosta 26 in the second 
period.

It took the Blue Devils seven 
plays to push the ball in. The 
big* play was a third-down pass 
interference call on Derrick 
Folsom at the Valdosta 5, 
which gave Tift a 
first-down-and-goal.

Three plays later, sophomore 
Quarterback Tye Cottle hit 
Charlie Darrington on a 5-yard

scoring pass with 5:19 left in 
the first half. Stan McKeller 
added the conversion to com­
plete first-half scoring, but 
those were also Tift’s final 
points.

“The kids played as hard as 
they can play and you couldn’t 
ask them to give anything 
more,” said Valaosta defensive 
coordinator Jack Rudolph. 
“We had a good team effort, 
and the defense rose to the 
occasion when they had to.”

Two series later, Valdosta 
came back with its best drive 
of the half. Moving from its 
own 44 to a first-and-goal at the 
Tift 10. The big play was a 
14-yard quarterback keeper by 
Berke Holtzclaw on a bootleg, 
which seemed to work all game 
long. Tift was also hit with a 
15-yard late-hit penalty on the 
play which put the ball on the 
24- .

Holtzclaw connected with 
Hosea Heard, who finished 
with eight catches in the game, 
including an 11-yard first-down 
pass at the Tift 10. But three 
plays netted only five yards, 
and with time running out, 
Anderson was caught behind 
the line for an eight-yard loss 
as time expired in the half.

“We gathered our composure 
in the second half, but so did 
Tifton," Hyder said. “This 
game was very reminiscent of 
the two we played last year, 
and this should have been for 
the state championship.

“Our youngsters came out 
and played with great emotion 
and showed a lot of character. 
We just told the guys to go back 
out and play to their 
capabilites in the second half, 
and we also made some minor 
adjustments in our passing 
game.”

After driving for the Porter 
field goal on their first 
possession of. the second half, 
the Wildcats came right back 
the following series. They co­
vered 56 yards in nine plays, 
with Holtzclaw getting the 
honors on a 1-yard sneak. 
Porter added the conversion 
with 1:48 left for a 10-7 lead, 
and Valdosta would never be 
headed again.

However, on the series 
before that, Tift had a 63-yard 
scoring toss from Cottle to 
Teals called back due to an 
illegal-procedure penalty. Four 
plays later, they were forced to 
punt, and Valdosta drove in for 
the go-ahead score.

“That was a real big play, 
and it was at a critical point in 
the game," Hyder said. “If 
they get that score, there’s no 
telling what might happen."

Valdosta iced the game on a 
4-yard smash by Anderson with 
1:07 left in the contest. The 
score was set up when de­
fensive tackle Jimmy Lewis 
recovered a fumble

Porter missed the extra point 
and the score remained 16-7 for 
the final count.

I’m disappointed that we 
lost, but the best team won,” 
Tift head coach Gene Brodie 
said. “We had our chances, but 
their defense was just too 
dominant."

Valdosta improved its record 
to 11-0 with the win and will 
host Colquitt County (9-1-1) in 
the Region 1-AAAA title game 
next week. Tift finished its 
season with a 7-4 mark, and 
had a four-game winning 
streak snapped.

“It’s never easy to unseast 
the defending state champions 
and Tifton played a great 
game," Hyder said. Our 
coaching staff did an outstand­
ing job of preparing the kids 
for this game, and that was a 
key factor in the game."

STATISTICS 
TIF VAL

First Downs 12 12
Yards Rushing 17 153
Yards Passing 124 77
Passes 29-12-1 16- 9-1
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1
Punting 7-31.2 5-31.4
Penalties 14-106 4-20

Score By Quarters
Tifton 0 7 0 0-7
Valdosta 0 0 10 6—16

SCORING
Tift — Darrington 5 pass 

from Cottle (McKeller kick), 
5:19 2nd

Valdosta — Porter 30 yard 
field goal. 8:00 3rd

Valdosta — Holtzclaw 1 run 
(Porter kick), 1:48 3rd

Valdosta — Anderrson 4 run 
(kick failed), 1:07 4th

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing — Valdosta: An­

derson 20-54, Holtzclaw 8-55, 
Lewis 13-38, Leonard 1-5. Tift: 
Engram 7-17, Hill 5-17, Cottle 
9-(-7), Nixon 2-(10).

Passing — Valdosta: 
Holtzclaw 16-8-0,77. Tift: Cottle 
28-11-1,116; Nixon 1-1-0,4

Receiving — Valdosta: 
Heard 8-72, Lewis 1-5. Tift: 
Stokes 5-58, Darrington 3-20, 
Utley 1-15, Hicks 1-12, Teals 
1-11, Cottle 1-4.



All eyes were on the ’Cats Saturday night as they claimed their 
fourth national title, but there was action on the sidelines as well. 
Above left, a Valdosta High School cheerleader applies some

lipstick before the game using a foil balloon as a mirror. /It right, 
two youngsters w ho were lucky enough to view the game from

the sidelines take a break from their own game. Photos by 
De Ron Coppage,

West Rome Takes Top Honor 

fe^Se s AA High School Poll

Willie Lewis Pounded Out Yardage For Valdosta

ATLANTA (Ar) — West Rome became a 
nearly unanimous choice at the top of Class AA 
high school football teams in Georgia with an 
overtime playoff victory over Central­
Carrollton.

West Rome, seeking a third straight state 
championship, received 11 of 12 possible first- 
place votes in balloting bv a panel of Georgia 
sportswriters and sportscasters in the latest 
Associated Press poll.

The Chieftans moved into the top spot last 
week after an eight-week absence.

Meanwhile, Valdosta made it 10 straight 
weeks as the unanimous pick for the No. 1 in 
Class AAAA and Greenville was No. 1 with 11 of 
12 first-place votes again in Class A.

Marist retained its top ranking in Class AAA, 
although No. 2 Thomson took a first-place vote 
away from the War Eagles to edge closer.

Central-Carrollton, 11-1, had been named first 
on three ballots last week in taking second to 
West Rome’s first place. The two met Friday 
night for the Region 7-AA championship, 
how ever, and the Chieftans, 11-1, overcame a 7-0 
deficit in the fourth quarter to take a 20-7 victory 
in overtime.

The loss dropped the Lions to sixth place.
Dooly County, 11-1, received the other first- 

place vote this week and climbed from fourth to 
second, followed Oconee County, 10-1-1; 
Lakeshore, 11-1; and Mary Persons, 9-3.

Waycross, 9-3, vaulted into the poll at No. 7 by 
virtue of a 19-0 shutout of Irwin County in the 
2-AA championships. Manchester, 10-1, fell to 
eighth, followed by Greene-Taliaferro. 9-3, and 
Duluth, 10-1-1.

In Class AAA, Thomson’s impressive

back-to-back victories in the Region 2-AAA 
playoffs caused the shift of one first-place vote, 

■ giving the Bulldogs 111 points to Marist's 117.
Both teams are undefeated and have held 

their respective spots for three weeks. They will 
not meet on the playing field unless they reach 
the state championship Dec. 15.

Habersham, 11-1, was in third place after its 
second victory this year over old nemesis 
Gainesville in the Region 8-AAA title game. 
Gainesville, 10-2, dropped to sixth.

Worth County, 9-3, was unranked three weeks 
ago. and eighth last week.

Murray County, 11-1, also made a big jump, 
climbing from 10th to fifth.

Valdosta continued to dominate Class AAAA 
which includes the state’s largest schools. The 
closest the 12-0 Wildcats have come to losing this 
season was in the first game of the year when 
then beat Thomasville 21-3. Valdosta rolled 
against last weekend, beating then-No. 10 
Colquitt Co. 35-7 in the Region 1-AAAA champi­
onshipgame.

The rest of Class AAAA was: Southwest 
DeKalb. 12-0; Griffin, 12-0; Clarke Central, 11-1 
Warner Robins, 10-1-1; Statesboro. 10-1-1■ 
Campbell-Smyrna 10-2; and Wheeler, 11-1 
Newnan, 9-2-1, and Northside-Warner Robins 
10-2, w ere tied for 10th.

In Class A, Greenville, 12-0. again led the way. 
followed by Lincoln County, 10-1-1, which 
received the other first place vote.

Miller County, 11-1. was third, followed by 
two-time defending state champion Palmetto 
8-2-1; Reidsville. 11-1; Buford, 8-2-1: Louisville 
10-1-1; Clinch County, 7-2-1; Wilcox Countv. 10-2 
and Bowdon. 9-3.







PLAYER OF THE WEEK

CONGRATULATIONS FROM

Jack O. Howell presents 
Willie the Player of the 

Week Trophy from 
Langdale Ford.

^ X

WILLIE LEWIS
Led Wildcat rushers 

for second consecutive 
week, gaining 94 yards 

on the ground and 
one touchdown.

GO CATS!
ACTION SHOTS FROM WAYCROSS GAME

LANGDALE FORD CO
"Irgest IMav Fri tutor to Suto turpi M Itortt Flarili"
Comer Oak & Magnolia 242-8320

’Cats’ Pat Hand
Packs In Colquitt County 35-7

S^- j/Viwt->*f,/WY . *
By ROGER B. BROW N 

Times Staff Writer 
And the beat goes on and on. 
Friday night at Cleveland 

Field, the nation’s top-ranked 
Valdosta Wildcats slammed 
Colquitt County 35-7 before 
10,500 fans for the Region 
1-AAAA championship in sec­
ond-round playoff action, 
pushing their record to 12-0 for 
the season.

STATISTICS 
COL VAL

First Downs 12 23
Yards Rushing 104 253
Yards Passing 200 105
Passes 37-13-1 14- 6-1
Fumbies-Lost 0-0 1-1
Punting 4-39.2 3-34.0
Penalties 4-47 2-10

If the Cats had been playing 
cards, they would have had a 
pat hand as they rolled a lucky 
seven (plays) on four of their 
five scoring drives.

Tailback Tony Anderson 
paced the Wildcat victory with 
148 yards on 18 carries and two 
touchdowns as Valdosta 
churned up 253 yards on the 
ground. The ’Cats also chalked 
up 23 first downs and had 360 
yards in total offense.

Once again the 'Cats defense 
— which is tops in the region — 
proved to be a dominant force, 
limiting Colquitt to less than 
200 yards after three quarters, 
before the reserves took over.

“The thing that I was most 
proud about was that we didn't 
give up the big bomb,’’ said 
Valdosta defensive coordinator 
Jack Rudolph. 4‘We gave up 
some yards, but I thought it 
gave us a big lift early to stop 
them those two times deep in 
our territory.

“If we had given up a quick 
touchdown, it could have given 
them some early momentum, 
which would have been 
dangerous,’’ Rudolph added 
“Our safeties did a good job of 
covering deep and we got a 
good team effort from 
everybody.”

Colquitt opened the game 
like it meant business, driving 
to a first down at the ’Cats 12 
on its second possession of the 
game. From there however, 
the door slammed shut as the 
’Cats defense rose to the oc­
casion and stuffed the Packers’ 
scoring threat.

On first down, fullback Leroy 
Berry picked up one yard, and 
T.J Edwards was stopped for 
no gain on second down. 
Nathaniel Lewis picked up just 
two yards on a third-and-nine 
on the ’Cats 11. Lewis made a 
big play earlier in the drive on 
a 29-yard pass reception which 
put the ball on the Valdosta 11.

On fourth down, the Packers 
decided to go for the field goal, 
which was wide left. But a 
motion penalty against Colquitt 
before the snap gave it a 
second chance, and this time 
kicker Bennie Parrish was 
wide left again from 31 yards 
out.

After Valdosta was forced to 
punt on its following possesion, 
Colquitt drove down the field, 
w’ith the big play coming on a 
30-yard draw by Berry. Berry's 
run moved the ball to the 
Valdosta 27. However, from 
there the Packers’ offense was 
again stuffed by the 'Cats’ 
awesome defense. Four plays 
netted a minus two yards, and 
Valdosta took over on downs at 
its own 29.

Valdosta ran off one play 
before the quarter ended in a 
0-0 tie.

“The thing started to swing 
in our favor a little bit after we 
held them on that fourth-down 
play,” Rudolph said. “When 
they missed that field goal, it 
gave us a big lift and we played 
w ith confidence from that point 
on.”

Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder concurred with Rudolph 
and lauded the defense for its 
play.

“Our defense did a great job 
and they really took charge

after the first two Colquitt 
drives/’ Hyder said. “I thought 
it was a total team effort and 
the staff did a tremendous job 
of preparing the kids, and they 
deserve a lot of credit for the 
win ■

From the second period on, it 
was all Valdosta as the ’Cats 
ambushed Colquitt for 35 con­
secutive points in the next two 
periods.

Anderson got the first Val­
dosta score on a 1-yard smash 
with 10:28 left in the half. The 
entire 71-yard drive was on the 
ground, with Willie Lewis 
picking up 37 and Anderson 
garnering 33. John Porter 
added the conversion to give 
Valdosta a 7-0 and they never 
looked back.

After forcing the Packers to 
Kin three plays, Valdosta 

over possesion at its own 
26. Once again, it took the ‘Cats 
seven plays to cover the dis­
tance.

.Anderson had big gains of 18 
and 12 yards before senior 
quarterback Berke Holtzclaw 
connected with junior wide out 
Mack McGuyrt on a t24-yards 
socring toss on a third down 
and six play with 6:01 left in 
the half. Porter came on to add 
the second of five sucessful 
extra point attempts for a 14-0 
lead.

Colquitt was able to pick up 
one first down on its next 
possesion, but was forced to 
give up the ball with 3:32 left 
inthe half. That proved to be 
plenty of time for the ‘Cats to 
put another score on the board 
before the close of the half.

Anderson set up the final 
score by returning a punt 43 
yards to the Packers’ 43. Once 
again, it took the ’Cats seven 
plays to covur the distqnce, 
with Holtzclaw getting the 
honors on a l-yaro sneak with 
43 seconds left in the half. 
Porter’s kick made the count 
21-Oat the half.

“Our offensive line really

took charge in the second 
quarter ano we did a good job 
of controlling the ball, Hyder 
said. “We mad a few adjust­
ments and did a good job of 
mixing our running and pass­
ing games.

“we just tried to take 
advantage of what they were 
giving us and we finally got 
some decent field position, 
which has hampered us in the 
last couple of weeks,” Hyder 
added. “We felt like we were in 
control of things with a 21-point 
halftime lead, but you never 
know because football is a 
48-minute game.”

Valdosta stormed down the 
field on its first possesion of the 
second half with the big play 
coming on a 42-yard run by 
Anderson. However, Anderson 
fumbled four plays later on at 
the Packers’ 14 and Johnell 
Walker recovered for Colquitt.

“I thought that fumble might 
give them a little extra spark 
and fire them up,” Hyder said. 
“But our defense did a good job 
of contaning them and keeping 
them backed up, which gave us 
the ball back in good field 
position.” ।

Valdosta roared 51 yards in 
what else — seven plays — 
capped by a slashing 11-yard 
run by Anderson with 5:32 left 
in the third quarter. Porter’s 
kick made gave the 'Cats a 28-0 
advantage

Colquitt suf ferrod more hard 
luck on its next posseison when 
the snap from center was high 
on a fourth down punting situa­
tion and Scott Penners de 
sparation pass was kncoked

Valdosta took over at the 
Packers’ 25 and took only four 
plays to add to its margin on a 
11-yard reverse run by tight 
end Darrell Leonard with 2:54 
left in the quarter. Porter’s 
conversion ended the scoring 
for the ’Cats as the reserves 
took over for the rest of the 
game.

“Football is a game of field 
position and when we are able 
to start a drive at the 50 we 
usually score every one out of 
two possesions,” Hyder said. 
“On the other hand’ when we 
have to go more than 50 yards, 
we only score every one in 
seven times.

“We got a chance to play a 
lot of people tonight which was 
very pleasing because we guys 
hung in there and practiced in 
20 degree w hether for most of 
the week.’’ Hyder added

Score By Quarters 
Colquitt 0 0 0 7—7
Valdosta 0 2! 14 0—35

SCORING
Valdosta — Anderson I run 

(Porter kick), 10:28 2nd.
Valdosta — McGuyrt 24 pass. 

from Holtzclaw (Porter kick). 
6:01 2nd.

Valdosta — Holtzclaw I run 
(Porter kick), :43 2nd.

Valdosta — Anderson II run 
(Porter kick). 5:32 3rd.

Valdosta — Leonard 10 run 
(Porter kick). 2:54 3rd.

Colquitt — Edwards 53 pass 
from Funderburk (Parrish 
kick), :24 4th.

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Rushing. Valdosta - An­

derson 19-148, Lewis 12-55. 
Leonard 2-20, Holtzclaw 7-17. 
Dixon 2-8, Braswell 2-6 Tallex 
2-3, Manghram 4-M). Colquitt 
- Berry 10-56. Edwards 10-35, 
Lewis 3-8, Mansfield 1-3, Fun 
derburk 2-2.

Passing: Valdosta - 
Holtzclaw’ 6-4-0, 72, Talley 8-4-0. 
28. Hayslip 2-1-1, 5. Colquitt - 
Funderburk 36-14-1. 206. Oenuel 
1-0-0,0.

Receiving: Valdosta 
Rudolph 2-14, McGuvrt 1-24. 
Steward 1-22. Lewis 115, Heard 
1-11, Belue 1-10. Davis f-5 
Dixon 1-4. Colquitt — Edwards 
5-58. Middlebrooks 4-51. 
Edwards 2-63, Holland 1-19. 
Mansfield 1-9. Funderburk 1-6.





Valdosta Boys Split Hoop Tilts, 
While Girls Fall To Colquitt County

1/ 77^ e^ ''T'^/'s^
From Staff Reports

MOULTRIE — Valdosta split a aoubleheader here Tuesday 
night as the boys squeeked by the Colquitt County Packers 54-52 
in a thriller, while the girls were rapped 77-38 by Lady Packers.

In the boys action, Victor Walker took an inbounds pass and 
dribbled the length of the court before putting up a game-winning 
bank shot with only 3 seconds left to give the Wildcats the win 
over the packers.

Colquitt then misfired on a desparation attempt from near 
midcourt as the clock expired.

Johnny Hawk had just tied the game by hitting the first of two 
freethrow attempts for Colquitt. On his miss, the ball rolled out of 
bounds off a packer player and gave Valdosta the last-ditch 
chance.

Valdosta
Colquitt Co.

BOYS
10 15 15 14—54
15 10 12 15—52

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Valdosta: Wallace Campbell 6 10-14 22, Victor Walker 6 2-4 

14, Anthony Brown 3 0-0 6, James Edwards 2 0-0 4, Howard
Wright 2 1-4 5, Sylvester Kitchens 1 1-5 3. Totals: 20 14-31 54; 
Colquitt: Johnny Hawk 8 5-7 21, Pat Harper 6 0-0 12, 
Harper 3 1-2 7, Alvin Spivey 1 2-2 6, David Harrison
Willie Slaughter 10-0 2. Totals: 21 10-14 52.

GIRLS
Valdosta
Colquitt Co.
INDIVIDUAL STATS

12 15 4
17 18 17

:, Erwin 
1 2-2 4,

7—38
21—77

Valdosta: Lisa Irvin 5 1-3 11, Felicia Henderson 4 3>3 11,

“I’m pleased with the way the kids fought and batttied the 
entire game,” said Valdosta head coach Mike O’Brien. “But, I 
was disappointed in the number of foul shots that we missed and 
the floor mistakes that we made ”

The win improves the Wildcats slate to 2-0 for the season, while 
Colquitt sufferred its initial setback to drop to 2-1.

Wendy Irvin 4 1-1 9, Casandra Ceasare 1 0-0 2, Pam Gardner 0 
1-1 1, Avis Weatherspoon 1 0-0 2, Terri Longieliere 1 0-0 2. 
Totals: 16 6-8 38; Colquitt: Brenda Christopher 9 0-0 18, Angie 
Richardson 8-0-0 16, Venessa Taylor 2 1-1 5. Kendra Lyons 4 
0-0 8, Missy Criss 3 1-1 7. Donna turner 1 0-0 2. Melanie Yates 
1 1-1 3, Lisa Stallings 4 1-1 9, Sabrina Hadler 1 0-0 2, Carla 
Hurst 10-0 2. Totals: 34 4-4 77.

Meanwhile, the Lady Packers hammered the Lady ’Cats 77-38 
to hand them their second straight setback.

Colquitt led just 35-27 at the naif, but Valdosta’s top scorer Lisa 
Irvin (11) went dowm with an ankle injury and didn't play in the 
second half. Colquitt outscored the Lady ’Cats 38-11 in the second 
half to pull away tor the win.

Irvin and Felicia Henderson topped Valdosta with 11 points 
apiece, with Wendy Irvin adding nine. Brenda Christopher led the 
Lady Packers with 18, while Angie Richardson added 16.

Colquitt won both of the B-Team games in earlier action.
The Packer boys B-team raced past Valdosta 54-27 asCasey 

Williams led Valdosta with eight points, with Reginald Butler and 
Bernie Grimes adding six points each.

Colquitt won the girls B-Tem game 45-27 as Terri Longieliere 
and Abra tine Hill score eight points apice to pace the attack.

The Lowndes boys beat Berrien County 68-41, while the 
Vikettes won 80-46 on the road in Nashville.

In the boys’ game, Eric Davis scored 19 points for Lowndes, 
Paul March hit tor 12 and Undrae Mitchell canned 10.

In the girls’ game, Beverly Williams pumped in 11 points for 
Lowndes.

Lowndes
Berrien Co.

BOYS 16 26 9—68

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Lowndes: Eric Davis 7 5-5 19, Paul March 6 0-1 12. Undrae 

Mitchell 4 2-3 10, Chuck Cooper 4 1-1 9. Earl Gray 2 1-3 5. Greg 
Kirk 1 1-2 3. Todd Williams 1 2-2 4, Kirk Robinson 0 2-3 2. 
Walter Montgomery 1 0-0 2, Chris Shroyer 1 0-0 2; Totals: 27 
14-20 68. Berrien: Anthony Newsome 5 0-0 10. Andre 
Newsome 4 1-3 9, Alphonso Boone 4 0-0 8, Trace Stovall 1 2-3 4, 
Dan Knight 2 0-0 4, Dexter Fuller 1 0-0 2. Darren Russ 10-0 2. 
Tommy Clark 10-02. Totals: 19 3-7 41.
Lowndes
Berrien Co

GIRLS 17 28 27 8—80
3 17 8 18—46

Colquitt Co
’Cats Punish

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Lowndes: Pam Walker 1 0-0 2. Debbie Richardson 3 1-2 7, 

Pansy March 3 1-2 7, Sherice Willis 7 3-5 17, Natasha Horn 9 
4-5 22, Jennifer Griffin 1 0-0 2. Cindv Hall 3 0-1 6. Beverly 
Williams 3 5-6 11, Angela Wood 3 0-6 6. Totals: 33 14-21 80 
Berrien: Tracy Mackey 7 3-7 17, Annette Mapp 3 4-7 10. 
Rhonda Walker 0 3-6 3, Jennifer Leland 0 3-4 3. Fanny Greene 
3 1-4 7, Latrelle Smith 2 0-1 4. Molly Clark 0 2-4 2. Totals: 15 
16-33 46.

or ____7 ^e5 //-&-&
one thing we've toe 

VaitoU donated ^ W « tailgates to
both ends of the court as the ** ^ 1 do last year and
Wildcats opened Region 1- 
AAAA South Sub-region play 
with a 73-51 win over Colquitt 
County in the second game of a 
high school basketball 
double-header at VHS Tuesday 
night.

The win was the second in a 
row for the Cats who improved 
to 2-1. Colquitt, the defending 
sub-region champion, fell to 
1-3.

The Lady ’Cats found 
themselves outgunned as the 
Colquitt County Packerettes 
rolled to a 57-41 win. The win 
improved Colquitt’s record to 
4-0 overall and 2-0 in sub-region 
play. The loss, Valdosta’s sec­
ond* straight, dropped the Lady 
’Cats to 1-2.

“I was pleased with the way 
the kids played,” said ’Cats 
Coach Mike O’Brien. “We’ve 
been striving for consistency 
on offense and defense and we 
got it tonight. —

didn’t do in the game against 
Monroe (the ’Cats’ only loss) is 
we continued it through four 
quarters.”

The contest was virtually 
over after the first four 
minutes of the first quarter. 
Colquitt led briefly, building up 
a 5-2 lead with 5:30 remaining 
in the opening period. But 
Victor Walker hit three
straight baskets to give Valdos­
ta a 10-5 margin with 2:57 
remaining and Colquitt never 
came closer than three points 
after that.

Valdosta led 18-12 at the
quarter and the ’Cats got their 
fast break going in the second 
period to race to a 41-20 
halftime lead.

“We started getting on the 
boards heavy and we went 
down on the fast break a couple 
of times,” O’Brien said. “Plus 
he (Packers head coach Bob 
Bray) pulled his first bunch 
out. I don’t know if he was 
trying to rest them or dis­
cipline them.”

The Colquitt starters re­
turned in the second half, but 
things had long since gotten out 
of hand. Valdosta led by 31 
points at the end of the third

quarter. The Packers were 
unable to make any real dent in 
Valdosta's lead until O’Brien 
put his starters on the bench in 
the fourth quarter.

Valdosta’s Wallace Campbell 
and Jerome Berrian both had 
big nights. Campbell had 26 
points and 14 rebounds. Ber­
rian scored 18 and had 12 
boards. “I thought Campbell 
and Berrian dominated the 
boards,” O’Brien said.

Walker had 12 points for the 
Cats and Moses Daniels had 

eight.
Colquitt didn’t have a single 

scorer in double figures. Erdis 
Anderson led the Packers with 
nine points.

“We won and I’m pleased,” 
said O’Brien. “But there are 
still a lot of things we need to 
iron out ...We missed a lot of 
free throws we don't need to be 
missing (the ’Cats were 17 of 28 
from the line) and we missed a 
lot of layups.

“...Hopefully we can build 
from these first two games 
we’ve won and continue 
through the season.”

In the girls’ game, Colquitt 
was pretty much of control of 
things from the outset. The 
Packerettes led by just 19-12 at 
the half but they never let the 
Lady ’Cats get any closer than 
that.

Colquitt ballooned its lead to 
34-22 at the end of the third 
quarter. The Lady ’Cats stayed 
within 12 until nine quick points 
in the final two minutes gave 
Colquitt is final 16-point 
margin.

Connie Weatherspoon led 
Valdosta with 14 points and 
Shevon Peeler had 10. Col­
quitt’s Vanessa Stewart led all 
scorers in the game with 19
points and 
had 12.

Gwen Richardson

Girls Game 
Colquitt Co. 
Valdosta

Boys Game _ „
Colquitt CO. 12 * 12 9-51
Valdosta 18 23 22 10-73

INDIVIDUAL STATS
CC — E. Anderson 9, Blakely 8, Me Burrows 

7, Spivey 7, Lewis 5, Hawk 5, Eddie Anderson 4. 
Simpson 4, G Anderson 2.

VHS - Campbell 26. Berrian 18, Walker 13, 
Daniels 8, Register 3, Edwards 2, Bradley 2, 
Blair 1. ____

8 11 15 23-57

INDIVIDUAL STATS
CC _ slewart 19, G. Richardson 12, Logan 

8, Christopher 8, A. Richardson 4, Johnson 3, 
Seay 2, Taylor 2, Jenkins 1. o

VH$ _ c. Weatherspoon 14, Peeler 10, 
Elder 7, Henderson 4, W. Irvin4, L. Irvin 2.
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'Cats Set For Statesboro

Valdosta Discovers Keys To Success Over
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Times Staff Writer
WARNER ROBINS — There were three 

keys in top-ranked Valdosta High s 28-0 
first-rouna playoff win over Warner 
Robins Friday night at International City 
Stadium before 11.000 fans.

The first key was and always is the 
rough-house wildcat defense, which 
turned back repeated Warner Robins 

I scoring threats early in the game. The 
other keys were senior leadership and a 
few halftime adjustments.

“Our senior leadership was great at 
halftime, and the guys really came back to 
do an outstanding job of shutting down 
their (Warner Robins’) offense in the 
second half,” said Valdosta defensive

coordinator Jack Rudolph. “They really 
chewed up some big yardage on us in the 
first half — 154 yards — but we made a 
few adjustments by putting our tackles on 
the outside shoulders of their guards and it 
helped us to slow them down.”

The adjustments slowed the Warner 
Robins offense down to a walk as the Cats 
defense held the Demons to just 36 yards 
on the ground in the second naif. Warner 
Robins never advanced any further than 
its own 48 in the second half and the 
Wildcats defense set up two scores for the 
offense.

Dewayne Hart picked off a Lane 
Maddox pass at the Demons' 35 and raced 
back 20 yards to set up the third Wildcat 
touchdown. And on the next series,

Valdosta stopped Joe Butler on a 
fourth-down-and-three play at the De­
mons' 45 to set up the final score of the 
game

“That was a very big interception by 
Hart and it kind of put the icing on the 
cake." said Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder. “We were able to tack on another 
score and pretty much put it out of reach.”

Hart was elated in the dressing room 
about the interception and said it was all 
just a matter of being in the right place at 
the right time.

“I was just doing what the coaches told 
me to do and thank God for giving me the 
opportunity to help the team,” said Hart. 
“The entire team did a great job. and we 
knew that we had to pull together to get

out of here with a win.”
That seemed to be a theory echoed by 

the rest of the Wildcats in an elated 
Valdosta dressing room.

“They came out like gangbusters and 
were really fired up in the first half,” said 
senior defensive tackle James Wakefield. 
“We dug a hole for ourselves at the start of 
the game by letting them return the 
opening kickoff to our 38, but we were up 
to the challenge”

Warner Robins’ offense featured a 
mixed variation of reverses, traps and 
options in the first half, which kept the 
Cats’ defense off balance. The Demons 

raced up and down the field on their first 
four possessions, chalking up big yardage 
but coming away each time with no points.

Robins
W arner

»w®

Hard Hitters
The No. 1-rankcd Valdosta Wildcats battered the No. 

5 Warner Robins Demons 28-0 in first-round state 
playoff action Friday night at International City 
Stadium in Warner Robins. Strong rains soaked the 
field and players, but certainly couldn’t dampen the 
spirits of Wildcat faithful who drove two hours to 
watch the game. However, Vai wood Valiant faithful 
weren’t quite as fortunate, watching their team lose 
40-6 to Tiftarea in the Southeast Association of 
Independent Schools championship game in Chula. But 
the Valiants have shown a strong effort in their initial 
season, winning all their games except for their two 
encounters with the Panthers. VHS tailback Tony 
Anderson (near left) carried 19 times for 134 yards and 
two touchdowns, running through holes opened by Jon 
Reaves (far left) and the remainder of the Wildcat 
line. However. Valwood running back Maurey 
Copeland w as held to 41 yards.

“We knew' that if we were going to win 
this game, we would have to stop their 
running game” said senior defensive 
tackle Jimmy Lewis. “I was kind of 
scared at the start of the game, because 
they came out and really moved the ball 
weft on us.

“But they didn’t score any points and 
that kept the crowd out of the game." 
Lewis added. “They did a good job of 
trapping and getting outside on us early, 
ana we made some adjustments at 
halftime to stop that.”

Derrick “Kool" Folsom, who made two 
touchdown-saving tackles for the ’Cats, 
said it was just a matter of getting through 
that initial surge by Warner Kobins.
• “Everybody we play comes out fired up

at the start, and it s important that we 
don’t get caught up in the other team’s 
excitement,” Folsom said. “We knew we 
had a job to do and it was just a matter of 
doing what we had practiced all week 
long.

“I was glad to get a' chance to make a 
few tackles in this game, but it’s kind of 
scary al times, because I am the last man 
back there," Folsom said. “We came out 
and just did what we had to do in the 
second half, which was to shut off their 
running game."

Valdosta's defense closed the door shut 
on the Demons’ offense in the second half, 
repeatedly dropping them for losses in the 
backfield, which is highly unusual, ac­
cording to Rudolph
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Statesboro is next hurdle for Valdosta
By Lawrence Dennis
Sports writer

Valdosta’s Nick Hyder could per­
haps be forgiven for being a bit eu­
phoric after his football team’s 28-0 
win over always tough Warner Rob­
ins Friday night landed the Wildcats 
in this week’s state semifinal game.

But Hyder, whose charges are not 
only now 13-0 this year, but are 42-1 
over the past three years and ranked 
No. 1 in the state (AP) and the nation 
(USA Today), is characteristically 
wary of Statesboro, Friday night’s op­
ponent in the South Georgia cham­
pionship game.

“I don’t know much about them,” 
Hyder said of the Blue Devils, who 
won the Region 3-AAAA champion­
ship and beat Columbus Hardaway 
34-0 last Friday night to earn a berth 
opposite the Wildcats at Valdosta this 
Friday night. “This I do know — 
Statesboro is one of those communi­
ties like Moultrie, Tifton and, hopeful­
ly, Valdosta, where the [football 
team] gathers the support and loyalty 
of the community.”

The winner of the game will play 
host to the victor of the North Geor­
gia title game between Athens Clarke 
Central and Decatur Southwest De­
Kalb in the state championship game 
Dec. 15 (Saturday night).

Elsewhere in the Georgia state 
playoffs, surprising Clinch County, 
ranked No. 10 in the final poll of the 
regular season and fresh off a 31-15 
win over No. 7 Reidsville in last Fri­
day night’s Class A quarterfinals, 
travels to Lincoln County to deter­
mine who will meet the winner of the 
Palmetto-Greenville game in the 
state title contest; Worth County is at 
home to Thomson and Murray Coun­
ty is at Atlanta Marist in Class AAA; 
and Forsyth Mary Persons is at 
Greensboro Greene-Taliaferro and 
West Rome is at College Park Lake­
shore in Class AA.

Mary Persons made the semifinals 
by routing Region 2-AA champion 
Waycross 29-12, while Greene- 
Taliaferro beat Dooly County 14-0,

PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS
GEORGIA 

State semifinals 
(Friday night) 
Class AAAA 

Statesboro (11-2) at Valdosta 
(13-0)

Decatur Southwest DeKalb 
(13-0) at Athens Clarke Central 
(12-1)

Class AAA
Thomson (13-0) at Worth Co. 

(11-2)
Murray Co. (12-1) at Atlanta 

Marist (13-0)
Class AA

Forsyth Mary Persons (10-3) 
at Greensboro Greene- 
Taliaferro (10-3)

West Rome (12-1) at College 
Pork Lakeshore (12-1)

Class A
Clinch Co. (8-2-1) at Lincoln 

Co. (11-1-1)
Palmetto (10-3) at Greenville 

(12-0)
(State championship games 

will be played Saturday night, 
Dec. 15.)
Friday's quarterfinal results 

Class AAAA
Valdosta 28, Warner Robins 0 
Statesboro 34, Columbus 

Hardaway 0
Athens Clorke Central 45, 

Smyrna Campbell 18
Decatur Southwest DeKalb 

27, Griffin 20
Class AAA 

Worth Co. 21, Lithonia 13

Thomson 13, Crisp Co. 7 
Atlanta Marist 13, Cornelio 

Habersham Central 12
Murray Co. 18, Atlanta 

George 16
Class AA

Forsyth Mary Persons 29, 
Waycross 12

Greene-Taliaferro 14, Dooly 
Co. 0

College Park Lakeshore 30, 
Oconee Co. 15

West Rome 41, Atlanta BossO 
Class A

Clinch Co. 31, Reidsville 15 
Lincoln Co. 21, Miller Co. 7 
Greenville 29, Buford 15 
Palmetto 21, Bowdon 20

FLORIDA 
State semifinals 
(Friday night) 

Class AAAA 
Pensacola Woodham (12-0) 

at Lakeland (10-2)
Miami Southridge (11-1) at 

Winter Park (11-1)
Class AAA

Bartow (11-0) at Pensacola 
Escambia (10-2)

St. Petersburg (12-0) at 
Homestead (9-2)

Class AA
Port St. Joe (11-1) at Alachua 

Santa Fe (10-2)
Wildwood (8-4) at Riviera 

Beach Suncoast (11-1)
Class A 

(Championship) 
Baker (12-0) at Belle Glade 

Glades Day (10-2)

Lakshore downed Oconee County 
30-15 and West Rome blasted Atlanta 
Bass 41-0.

In Class AAAA, Clarke Central 
trounced Symma Campbell 45-18 and 
Southwest DeKalb edged Griffin 
27-20.

In AAA, Worth County advanced by 
beating Lithonia 21-13, Marist nipped 
Cornelia Habersham Central 13-12, 
Thomson downed Crisp County 13-7 
and Murray County eliminated Atlan­
ta George 18-16.

In Class A, Lincoln County beat 
Miller County 21-0, Greenville stopped 
Buford 29-15 and Palmetto edged 
Bowdon 21-20.

As has been the case in many of its 
games this year, Valdosta had a 
tough first half against Warner Rob­
ins, only to blow the game open in the 
second half.

The Wildcats were only ahead 7-0 
at the half, thanks to a 2-yard run by

Friday's sectional results 
Area 

Section 1-AAAA
Pensacola Woodham 33, 

Lake City Columbia 6
Section l-AAA

Pensacola Escambia 28, 
Jacksonville Lee 25, (4 OT) 

Section ll-AA
Alachua Santa Fe 20, Dayto­

na Beach Lopez 3
Section l-A

Baker 39, Trenton 0 
Other 

Section 11-AAAA
Lakeland 19, Bradenton

Manatee 14
Section 111-AAAA

Winter Park 13, Vero Beach 
10

Section IV-AAAA 
Miami Southridge 24, Hiale­

ah American 14
Section I l-AAA

Bartow 20, Orlando Jones 13 
Section 11 l-AAA

St. Petersburg 22, Titusville 9 
Section IV-AAA

Homestead 26, Lantana Son- 
taluces 14

Section l-AA
Port St. Joe 21, Milton Pace 7

Section 11 l-AA
Wildwood 25, Mulberry 0 

Section IV-AA
Riviera Beach Suncoast 17, 

Ciewiston 0
Section I l-A

Belle Glade Glades Day 6, 
Tampa Berkley Prep 2

fullback Tony Anderson and a goal­
line stand inside their own 5 by the 
Wildcats that kept the Demons off the 
scoreboard.

Then Valdosta went to work in the 
third period, scoring three touch­
downs on a 5-yard Anderson run and 
12- and 2-yard scampers by halfback 
Willie Lewis.

Though the offense put up 28 points, 
Hyder said it was the Valdosta de­
fense that won the game, despite the 
fact that Warner Robins moved the 
ball with more ease than most of the 
Wildcats’ opponents have this year.

“They moved the ball pretty well 
on us,” Hyder said. “They had about 
200 yards of [rushing] offense, but it 
was all in between the 20s.”

Clinch County and Statesboro also 
used big second halves to roll up their 
lopsided margins of victory.

At Statesboro, the Blue Devils 
(10-2) scored 20 points in the third pe-

nod in its 34-0 romp over Region 2- 
AAAA champ Hardaway, which was 
playing its first game in three weeks 
after wrapping up the title in its 
league, which isn’t sub-divided, and 
doesn’t have a playoff.

Clinch was in much the same situa­
tion as Hardaway, but the Panthers 
showed few effects of the three-week 
layoff in their 31-15 rout of Reidsville. 
Dewayne Gainey ran for 118 yards on 
12 carries and quarterback Hosie Wil­
liams threw touchdown passes of 17 
and 66 yards and ran 32 yards for an­
other score as the Panthers exploded 
for 18 points in the final period.

Valdosta 28, Warner Robins 0

Valdosta
Warner Robins

0 7 21 0—28

V—Anderson 2 run (Porter kick)
V—Anderson 5 run (Porter kick) 
V—Lewis 12 run (Porter kick) 
V—Lewis 2 run (Porter kick)

Statesboro 34, Hardaway 0

Hardaway 0 0 0 0—0
Statesboro 7 7 20 0—34

S—Cone 25 pass from Johnson (Rafter kick)
S—Perkins 4 run (Rafter kick)
S—Johnson 1 run (Rafter kick) 
S—Atmore 26 pass from Johnson (run failed) 
S—Martin 6 run (Rafter kick) 

Mary Persons 29, Way cross 12

Waycross 
Mary Persons 0 16 0 12—29

W—Roach 57 run (kick failed)
MP—Ogletree 7 run (kick failed) 
MP—Grier 20 run (Green kick) 
MP—Green 31 field goal 
W—Daniels 34 run (kick failed) 
MP—Ogletree 29 run (kick failed) 
MP—Ogletree 1 run (Green kick)

Clinch Co. 31, Reidsville 15

Clinch Co. 
Reidsville

7 6 0 18—31

C—Williams 32 run (Gainey kick)
C—Edmons 66 pass from Williams (kick faiiled)
R—Johnson 1 run (Alexander kick)
C—Gainey 32 field goal
C—McBride 17 pass from Williams (Gainey 

kick)
R— Anthony 3 run (Alexander pass from Brow 

der)
C—Browser tackled in end zone
C—Gainey 4 run (kick failed)

LHS, VHS Runners Reach Finals
JEFFERSON — Four local runners qualifed for the 

Class AAAA finals of the Georgia Olympics here 
Saturday, two from Lowndes and two from Valdosta.

Valdosta's Derrick Folsom reached the finals with a 
time of 39.81 in the 330-yard hurdles. Teammate Hosea 
Heard made it in the 440-yard run (49.64).

Lowndes 120 hurdler Casey Footman (14.78) and 440 
man Jonathan Lazard (49.25) also reached the finals.

In all, 11 spots in the AAAA finals went to Region 
1-AAAA runners.

Albany High was the only Region 1 school to place more 
than two individuals or teams in the finals. Steve 
Robinson made it in the 100 with a time of 9.95, despite 
stumbling out of the blocks. Robinson's teammate, 
Alexander Wright qualified in the 220 ( 22.20) and the 100 
(9.97). Both ran legs on Albany’s 440 team which won its 
qualifying heat with a time of 42.85.

Other 1-AAAA qualifiers included: Albany Westovers 
mile relay team and Tift County’s mile relay team.



VHS Boys Win; Girls Fall To Coffee
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Times Staff Writer
It was a game of spurts and 

surges and in the end Valdosta 
had one more spurt than Coffee 
County, which proved to be the 
difference in the ’Cats 47-39 win 
here Saturday night.

The Lady Wildcats’ saw their 
record dip to 0-3 as Coffee 
County handed them a 62-43 
setback.

In the boys’ tilt, Valdosta 
jumped out to a eight-point 
advantage at 31-23 with 3:44 
left in the third period on a 
20-foot jumper by Howard 
Wright, Coffee County reeled 
off nine straight points to take 
the lead at 32-31 with 51 
seconds left.

Wallace Campbell, who 
topped all scorers with 17 
points, hit a turn-around 
lumper to give the Cats the 
lead for good at 33-32 as the 
quarter ended.

The two teams traded a 
couple of baskets to start the 
final period, but Valdosta out­
scored Coffee 10-3 down the
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stretch to pull out the win.
““I’m happy that we got the 

win, but we re still not playing 
up to our capabilities,” said 
Valdosta head coach Mike 
O'Brien. “Were not playing 
consistent at all and it’s caus­
ing us to have mental lapses, 
which let other teams get back
in the game.

“We’re very happy to be 3-0 
at this point, but there is still 
an awful lot of improving to 
do,” O’Brien added. :‘However, 
we are making strides in the 
right direction and we im­
proved a lot from our first two 
games.” , t 4 .

Coffee got the first basket in 
the game, but Valdosta came 
back to score the next eight 
points. Then, Coffee came back 
to take the lead with eight 
consecutive points before Val­
dosta tiead the score at the end 
of the quarter on jumper by 
Victor Walker.

The second quarter went Weatherspoon 1, 1-2, 
pretty much the same way and Cassandra Ceasar 2, 0-0, 4,
Valdosta finished by outscoring Terri Longieliere 2, 0-0, 4,
Coffee 8-3 in the final three Ellen Shown 0, 0-1, 0,

minutes to take a 22-17 lead at 
halftime.

Valdosta went to a three-two 
zone defense after Coffee 
fought back to take the lead in 
the third period. It proved to be 
very effective as it shut down 
some of Coffee’s outside bom- 
t*ing.

The move also helped the 
'Cats to take control of the
boards, which proved to be a 
key factor down the stretch.

“I thought James Edwards 
did a good job for us down the 
stretch and he gave us a big lift 
when we really needed it,”
O'Brien said.

GIRLS 
20 12 13 9—62Coffee

Valdosta 8 13 13 9
INDIVIDUAL STATS

Valdosta — Felicia Hen­
derson 11, 0-0, 22, Wendy 
Irvin 3, 2-5, 8, Avis
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Tangelia Lowe 1, 0-1, 2. 
Coffee — Donna Braswell 4, 
2-3, 10, Sandra Brockington 
3, 2-2, 8, Michelle Wilkerson 
3, 0-0, 6, Janet Cole 4, 0-1, 8,
Jackie Bryant 7, 1-7, 
Denetra Peacock 4, 3-5, 
Leigh Simmons 1, 1-3, 
Leigh Kirkland 0, 0-0, 
Donna Osteen 0,1-2.1.

BOYS

15, 
11, 
3, 
0.

Coffee 10 7 15 7—39
Valdosta 10 12 11 14—47 

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Valdosta — Sylvester 

Kitchen 1, 0-1, 2, Victor 
Walker 2, 0-1, 4, Wallace 
Campbell 7, 3-4, 17, Anthony 
Brown 4, 1-1, 9, James 
Edwards 3, 0-0, 6, Moses 
Madison 0, 0-0, 0, Howard 
Wright 4,1-2, 9. Coffee — Joe 
Jordan 5, 1-2, 11, John Royal 
1, 0-0, 2, Nate Collins 3, 0-3, 6, 
Pat Carter 4, 1-3, 9, Michael 
Wilkerson 1, 1-2, 3, Stacey 
Turner 0, 0-0, 0, Danny Ross 
2, 0-0, 4, Jeff Williams 2, 0-0, 
4, James Gifford 0,0-0,0.

COVER STORY

A town that 
bleeds black 
and gold
Valdosta's 
love affair 
with its 
championship 
football team

“I moved away for a year, back to Tennessee. But my 
long distance phone bills got too big because I’d call down 
here every Friday night and listen to the entire game,” said 
Bob Spradlin, 46, who first came to Valdosta 17 years ago 
while stationed at Moody Air Force Base at the edge of 
town. ‘T decided to get back here even if it meant having to 
take a job pumping gas.”

Ken Garren, planning director of Valdosta and surround­
ing Lowndes County, boasted: "My son enters high school 
next year, and I’m buying a second house, one in the city 
limits so he will be eligible to go to Valdosta High and play 
for coach (Nick) Hyder.”

“It’s amazing,” said Hyder, a Tennessee native lured to 
Valdosta 11 years ago to take the reigns of one of the coun­
try’s most successful high school football programs. "I don’t 
know when people earn a living, because they talk football 
all day long.” j

The nearly 40,000 folks in this south Georgia town tucked 
among flat sandy tobacco fields four hours south of Atlanta 
don’t just talk football. They bleed black and gold, the colors 
of the Wildcats team.

And this week, the town is bleeding anxiously until Satur­
day, when the Wildcats play Clarke Central for a 15-0 sea­
son and their 18th state title since 1940. A victory also would 
clinch a fourth national championship. The Wildcats al­
ready top USA TODAY’S Super 25 high school teams.
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Lady Wildcats Dropped 62-43 Decision

By D.I. Strunk 
USA TODAY

VALDOSTA, Ga. — After 
the coach exhausted the game 
films and the lights in the high 
school auditorium flickered 
back on, several good ol’ boys 
from the Touchdown Club 
quickly fell into their favorite 
pastime: bragging about who’s 
the biggest Wildcats fan.
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Porter Won’t Leave ’Cats Behind
This story is the second installment in a two-part series on 

VHS linebacker John Porter,

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Staff Writer

There will be a last time for John Porter to put on his 
Wildcat uniform, and it’s a task that he’d just as soon put off 
for another couple of weeks at least.

Porter and his senior classmates won the rubber game in 
i their final confrontation against Warner Robins by shutting 

out the Demons 28-0 Friday night. In 1981, (Porter's 
freshman season) the Demons tripped the ’Cats 17-14 at 
Cleveland Field for the south Georgia championship on the 

-I way to the state title.
However, the two teams met again the following year for 

the south Georgia championship at Cleveland Field. Valdosta 
eliminated the Demons from tne playoffs by a 14-7 count on 
the way to a perfect 15-0 mark and the state championship.

“Winning that state championship was one of the biggest, 
thrills of my life,” Porter said. “The guys who were a part of 
that know how it is to feel like you’ve accomplished 
something and I want to get that same type of satisfaction 
this year.

“It’s within our reach, but we have to go out and get it 
because nobody is going to just give it to us,” Porter added. 
“It’s important that we stay in the right frame of mind, 
because when we’re clicking on both sides of the ball it’s hard 
to beat us.”

Porter says he’s a “sports freak,” and when he’s not 
playing football he’s usaully playing some other sport. 
Whenever he gets the time, he liKes to go fishing and hunting 
to just relax and think to himself.

When playing football, Porter says a force or something 
just seems to take over inside him, but off the field he’s quiet 
and reserved. While he’s constantly encouraging others to do 
better on the field, off the field he’s lust one of the boys. He’s 
being recruited nationally, but tnat hasn’t changed his 
personality one bit, according to Valdosta head coach Nick
Hyder.

“He wants to do well in life and get a good education.” 
Hyder said. ‘‘Football will give him the opportunity to do so 
Contrary to what some people might say or believe, we’re in 
the business of educating young people.

“I think football is a valuable education, and it helps the 
kids to be able to deal with a lot of different situations,”

He wants to do well in life and get a good education.” 
...................................... le opportunity to do so.

Hyder added. “Competition is the best teacher in the world.

go the 
tillable

Times Staff Photo by Laura Harris

and you move up if you can handle it. The higher you go the 
more delicate the risk are, but you gain even more vaLJ™ 
lessons.”

Most of this season, opponents have run the opposite 
direction from Porter, but it hasn’t hindered his aggressive­
ness. He says it is frustrating at times, but the key is patience 
and sticking to his regular style of play.

“I think it just gives him a chance to showcase probably 
the best part of his game, which is his knack for being around 
the ball/’ said Valdosta defensive coordinator Jack Rudolph. 
“He’s a great team leader and a very knowledgeable football 
player at this point in his career.

“He’s fundamentally sound and has lived up to what’s been 
expected of him,” Rudolph added. “He’s a physical and 
inspirational leader, and has made the big plays whenever 
weneeededthem.”

Porter has worked awfully hard on his study habits, and he 
says increased study time has made him a better student . He 
adds that he was always conscious of making good grades, 
but he has gotten a little more serious about them in tne past 
two years.

“He has developed some good study habits, which hasn’t 
always been the case,” Hyder said. “The definition of student 
is to study or at least to try and have some sort of study 
habits.

“John knows that as easy as the recognition comes, it can 
all go away in a heartbeat,” Hyder added. “He’s not perfect 
though, and we have to remind him of a few things 
sometimes. Strangely enough though, he reminds me of some 
things also.”

Porter is getting a chance to fulfill a boyhood fantasy by 
playing for the ’Cats, and he figures all the recognition he's 
received is just a part of the Wildcat tradition.

“It’s very hard to get the big head at Valdosta because 
there have been so many other great players before me,” 
Porter said. “Maybe I’ve just been at tne right place at the 
right time.

“But we have plenty of other guys who can do the job who 
contribute equally,” Porter added. “I have really enjoyed my 
four years on the varsity and I wouldn’t trade them for 
anything in the world ”

Porter, who doubles as the placement kicker for the 
Wildcats, says he will just try ana relax a little following the 
end of the season. The time will then come for Porter to 
decide just whict direction he wants to take his football 
exploits. And there are plenty of coaches who are hoping that 
he is pointed in their direction. *

VHS LB Porter Backs Valdosta

Campbell Hits For 29

Valdosta Boy^Top Monroe; Lady ’Cats Fall
other games.”From Staff Reports

Valdosta 
Monroe

Valdosta 
Monroe

Lisa Irvin 
Longieliere

27-23 at the half. The ’Cats

day 1 0 0 2, Molly Terrell 
Totals: 23 25 44 71

BOYS
12 15 19
12 11 19

ALBANY - The Valdos­
ta High boys stretched 
their unbeaten streak to 
four games with a 68-65 
win over Monroe Tuesday 
night, while the girls were 
not as lucky and came up 
short in a 71-45 setback.

Wallace Campbell paced 
the ’Cats to the win with 29 
points, while Victor 
Walker and James 
Edawrds added 17 and 13 
respectively.

The teams battled to a 
12-12 standoff in the initial 
period, but Valdost took 
the lead for good in the 
second quarter and led

maintained that four-point 
advantage by the end of 
the third period leading 
46-42.

Things remained close 
all through the final period 
and Vldosta hung on for 
the win to remain un­
beaten for the season.

‘‘I thought we played our 
best game of the seaon and 
we got a total team effort 
from everybody,” said 
Valdosta head coach Mike 
O’Brien. “The kids 
performed well from the 
opening whistle until the 
end of the game and we 
didn’t have any lapses this 
time like we have in some

Monroe placed four 
players in double figures. 
Joseph Edwards led the 
way with 14 points, while 
Ernest McGill added 13, 
with Joe Stone and Cedrick 
Williams chipping in 10 
apiece.

The Lady ’Cats trailed 
the entire game and was 
behind 39-20 at the half. 
Wendy Irvin topped the 
Lady ’Cats with 21 points, 
while Felecia Henderson 
chipped in 12.

Monroe had four players 
to hit the double-digits, 
with Martha Collins’ 24 
points leading the way.

Aundray Driskell knocked 
in 16, while Ingram
Driskell and Norma King 
had 12 and 10 respectively.

GIRLS
8 12 13

18 19 13
12—45 
21—71

INDIVIDUALSTATS
Valdosta: Felecia Henderson 4 

4 10 12, Wendy Irvin 9 3 6 21,
3 8 5, Terry
0-0 2, Avis

Witherspoon I 0 0 2, Michelle 
Johnson 0 14 1, Amy Bass 0 2-2 
2. Totals: 16 13 36 45. Monroe 
Martha Collins 9 6-13 24, Norma 
King 4 2 4 10, Audrey Driskell 5 
6 14 16, Cheryl Cheeks 0 14 1, 
Ingram Driskell 2 6-6 12, Trina 
Browner 1 4 4 6, Kojevana Holi-

1 0 0 2.

22—68
23—65

INDIVI DUAL STATS
Valdosta: Wallace Campbell 6 

17-24 29, Sylvester Kitchens 0 2 2 
2, Victor Walker 6 5 6 17, James 
Edwards 6 12 13, Anthony 
Brown 2 115, Howard Wright 
1 0-0 , 2, Lennis Williams 0 2-2 2. 
Totals 20, 28-37 68. Monroe. 
Ernest McGill 6 12 13, Roswell 
Smith 2 0 0 4, Joe Stone 4, 2 3 10, 
Joseph Edwards 6, 2-7 14, 
Charles Henderson 2 0-0 4, Devin 
Kelley 1 0-0 2, Cedrick Williams 
4 2 4 10, Adam Lewis 3 0-0 6 
Totals: 29 7 16 65.

VALWOOD DROPS 
PAIR — The Valwood girls 
fell 41-19 to Brookwood, 
while the Valiant bovs lost 
64-40.

10 points. Brookwood’s top 
scorer was Laura 
Dunaway with nine points.

In the boys’ game, the 
leading scorers for 
Valwood were Jamey 
Willis with 14 points and 
Jeff Hall with 10. 
Brookwood was led by 
Ross Singletary with 18 
points.

In the girls’ 
Valwood's leading

iris’ game.

This was both team’s 
season opener. Valwood 
plays at Lumber City 
Ocmulgee in a region con­
test on Friday night, while 
the Valiants host Douglas 
Citizen’s Christian on Sat­
urday.was Jackie Marcous with

scorer



Life Has Been Peaks And Valleys For Rome
By ROGER B. BROWN p /1 " still lost6-0. that making it was just a matter of being at the right pla
Times Staff Writer

For Stan Rome, life has been a trip ... and his odyssey isn’t 
complete yet.

He’s 28 years old, and if ’Cats have nine lives, Rome says he’s 
lived a few already. Rome holds several high school records that 
are phenomenal even in this day and age of pass-happy offenses.

After five years of playing professional football, Rome is 
settling down to live a “normal life.” He’s working as a retail 
salesman in a local store and is just trying to find his niche in 
society.

Rome’s life has had its share of peaks and valleys, and now 
he’s coming out of one of the valleys.

It’s hard to give up on a life-long dream and see it crumbling 
before your eyes, which is how Rome says he felt when he had to 
accept the fact that his football career was a thing of the past 
when he was let go by the Washington Federals of the United 
States Football League*

That was one of the valleys...
“It really put me in a state of depression and I got involved in 

some things that weren’t good for me,”' Rome said. “I got to 
feeling sorry for myself and sulking and just had to work my way 
out of it.

“It’s still a day-to-day process for me and I’m all the time on 
guard,” Rome added. “I lust had to turn to God for guidance and . 
my family gave me a lot of moral support. ”

Rome starred at Valdosta High from 1970 until 1974. He played 
his first two years under the legendary Wright Bazemore, and 
completed his career under Charlie Greene.

He compiled 4,477 yards receiving in his four years of varsity 
play, which is still a national high school record*. His 201 career 
receptions is third on the national charts, and he’s also third in 
touchdown receptions for a career with 45.

In his sophomore year at Valdosta, Rome snatched 75 passes 
for more than 1500 yards as the Wildcats captured the mythical 
national title. In the state championship game against Avondale. 
Rome caught 12 passes against double- and triple-team coverage 
in the 62-12 Valdosta win.

That win helped to soothe some of the pain from the previous 
campaign when the heavily favored Wildcats were upset 17-14 by 
Richland Academy in the championship game during Rome’s 
freshman year.

But, Rome’s most memorable football game came during his 
final year against Thomasville in the season opener when he 
doubled as a starting linebacker on defense. He caught 14 passes 
for 278 yards and was in on 19 solo tackles, and vet the Wildcats

Football Coach Wins Award
Nick Hyder Receives Communication Award From Club

he

mini-service is held 
ducted by the Rev. 
and his staff, the 
Mack Weaver, the 
Robin Roush and

con- 
Pitts 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Roy

sometimes fills the

Times Staff Photo by Laura Harns

Former Wildcat Was A Pro _

However, football wasn't the only sport Rome could play, and it 
wasn’t his first love. Rome’s first love was basketball, and he 
was every bit as dangerous on the courts as he was on the football 
field. *

Rome led the Wildcats to three consecutive state tournaments 
and averaged more than 35 points in his final season, The ’Cats 
went 26-2 that year and Rome ended up playing in the high school 
all-star game.* He ended up being named the Most Valuable 
Player of the game after scoring 29 points.

So after the illustrious prep career, Rome had to make a 
decision.

He was being recruited nationwide from all of the biggies from 
across the land, such as UCLA, USC, Notre Dame, Georgia. Penn

le
State and Georgia Tech, just to name a few. But, he wanted to go 
to a school that was offering him a shot at both sports, and hi 
ended up choosing Clemson.

“I lust narrowed it down to what I wanted to do, which was to 
give basketball a shot first,” Rome said. “If that didn’t work out, 
I always felt like I could still play football.

“Also Clemson wasn’t too far from home and I felt like I could 
get the exposure that I needed to get a shot at pro basketball by 
playing in the Atlantic Coast Conference,” Rome added. “It was 
the best basketball conference in the nation then, and still is at or 
near the top.”

After going to Clemson, Rome ended up playing just one year 
of football (his sophomore season), but gave up the sport 
completely to concentrate on basketball after that.

“Everybody was trying to tell me what to do and that I was 
crazy picking* basketball over football,” Rome said. “But, it was 
something that I wanted to do and it was my decision.”

After completing his college career at Clemson, Rome was 
picked in the fourth round of the National Basketball Association 
draft by the Cleveland Cavaliers. Ha made it all the way until the 
last cut, but was let go because of no-cut contracts by Walt 
Frazier and Austin Carr. .

He spent the next year bouncing around playing semi-pro 
basketball in Las Vegas, Nev. He finished third in the league in 
scoring and was offered another shot in the NBA with Los 
Angeles, Cleveland and Golden State.

That didn’t materalize though, because Rome was drafted in 
the 11th round by the Kansas City Chiefs of the National Football 
League. *

Rome ended up signing with the Chiefs and made the team as a 
wide receiver. “I felt like I had proved that I could play pro 
basketball and that it was time to move on,” Rome said. “I knew

By Times Staff Writer
A * football coach who 

sometimes fills the pulpit 
for his pastor was awarded 
the Toastmasters Com­
munication Achievement 
Award.

Head Coach Nick Hyder 
of Valdosta High School 
was presented the award 
by the Valdosta 
Toastmasters Club at a 
Spouses Night banquet 
Saturday at the Holiday 
Inn. “That was one of the 
most pleasant surprises 
I’ve had in quite some 
time,” he said. “My wife 
(June) and I were de­
lightfully impressed.

“I’m very impressed 
with Toastmasters. The 
club is there for com­
munication, public speak­
ing and the ability to 
communicate from one 
person to another or to a 
group. The personality of 
the group was most im­
pressive. Some of the most 
outstanding people in Val­
dosta were there. I felt 
very humble yet very 
honored.”

Toastmaster member 
Dick Stewart, who pres­
ented the award, said 
Hyder was chosen because

NICK HYDER 
Toastmasters Award

Refering to a verse in 
the Bible, Stewart said he 
who would be chief is a 
servant of all. “Nick 
Hyder has been a math 
teacher and has communi­
cated to the greatest assets 
we have in our community 
— our young people. ’’

Stewart said the parents 
of one of his football 
players asked their son 
who, outside of home, in­
fluenced him more than 
anybody else and the 
teen-ager replied, “Coach 
Hyder.”

Before each game a

pulpit for the Rev. Jim 
Pitts of First Baptist 
Church here, speaks to 
civic organizations and 
promotes and communi­
cates effectively with the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.

Dobyns. If the game is 
held out-of-town, the 
service is held before they 
go-

“Our youngsters respond 
very positively to the 
teachings,” Hyder said 
earlier. “They only take 
eight or 10 minutes, it’s 
well-outlined and it adds a 
dimension to what we’re 
trying to do.

“We need to acknowl­
edge our Creator, whom 
we're approaching, which

that making it was just a matter of being at the right place at the 
right time.”

Rome stayed with the Chiefs for four seasons, but was 
frustrated with limited playing time. It took him two years to 
catch his first NFL pass and three years to score his initial 
touchdown. The frustrations continued to build, and in his final
season he got caught up in a whirlwind of the fast life that 
professionalsports has to offer.

“My last year with the Chiefs was a real downer, and I felt like 
I deserved a better fate than what I got so, I let it get to me and 
ended up doing some things that are totally against my beliefs.

“Life became a 24-hour party for me ana all I wanted was to 
get out of Kansas City,” Rome added. “I got to where I didn't 
care about anything or anybody.”

That was another valley ..
Rome eventually caught on with the Federals at the tail end of 

the of the USFL’s inaugural season. But once more he found 
himself in a state of depression after the Federals released him 
at the beginning of this past season.

With the help of his family and strong religious faith, Rome 
realized he had fulfilled a dream that many poeple can only 
fantasize about. He had said all along that he just wanted to play 
five years of pro ball, and that’s exactly how long he played.

“I just had to get back to the basics of what my parents had 
instilled in me when 1 was growing up,” Rome said. “I got a lot 
out of playing sports and accomplished a lot of things, but now 
it ’s time for me to settle down and find a wife.

“I really feel like I needed to go through all of those things to be 
able to appreciate some of life’s simple pleasures like I do now,” 
Rome aaaed. “I’ve really matured over and I basically feel like 
I’m just starting to grow up.

Now, he’s trying to reach another peak ...
“Sports was good to me and gave me the opportunity to do 

some things that I probably wouldn't have been able to do if I 
hadn’t played,” Rome said. “I’m content and have some peace of 
mind with the way things are going now.

“God has showed me a new light and direction and it enabled 
me to get stronger,” Rome added. “I feel like everything that 
happened, happened for a reason, and it was something that I 
had to work out myself.

“Things won't ever be the same for me again and all I want to 
do is to grow a little every day,” he said. “I never did play for the 
money, but only because I loved the game. If I had to go through 
it all over again, I’d probably live the same way.”

With that in mind, there will be a lot more peaks on down the 
road in Stan Rome’s odyssey.

is what we were put here 
to do. I have no other 
explanation for our being 
here than to serve our 
Creator.”

Hyder’s efforts have 
been blessed. Stewart 
pointed out his record as a 
varsity coach is 170 wins 
with only 33 losses and four 
ties. “We could possibly be 
honoring a future legend 
who is following a legend 
Wright Bazemore,” he 
said.

Stewart said a poem 
which typifies what Hyder 
stands for is “Four things 
a man must learn to do if 
he would keep his record 
true — to think without 
confusion clearly, to love 
his fellow man sincerely, 
to act with honest motive 
purely, to trust in God and

Also at the banquet new 
member certificates were 
presented to Monica 
Brown, Carolyn Duncan. 
Marsha Dutton, Bob 
Jabon. Richard Ressinger 
and Liska Wetherington. 
New members not in at­
tendance were Mona 
Grinstead. Mark Bohan 
and Larry Baggett Jr.
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VHS Dedicated
EDITOR S NOTE: The Sept. 10 edition of The well-liked by Valdosta 

following storv is reprinted Valdosta Daily Tinies. High students and faculty, 
in its entirety from the Mark Carmichael was and h®id a promising

this season to his memory, 
and all VHS fans know the 
’Cats have won every 
game thus far.

But Carmichael’s un­
timely death brought sor­
row and grief to many 
friends and relatives 
whose lives the young man 
touched.

By EARL PERKINS
Mark Carmichael was 

laughing and singing at 
home with his family at 
9:30 on the evening of 
March 31, when he decided 
to visit friends in Valdosta.
Midnight was 

approaching as the Valdos­
ta High sophomore headed 
his older sister s gray MG 
convertible back from the 
city toward Hahira. He 
drove out North Valdosta 
Road, taking the north fork 
onto U.S. 41. There were no 
curves and the ground was 
level as his car ran off the 
road, traveled 263 feet and 
struck a tree.

Doctors said he died 
from an aneurysm (dila­
tion of a diseased blood 
vessel), but Mark’s father 
Wayne doesn’t even want 
to know what the word 
means, for he knew he'd 
never again be able to 
share good times with his 
16-year-oldson.

“It (the death) was a 
bitter shock,” the elder 
Carmichael said Sunday 
evening. We are a real 
close family.

“I don’t know how to 
explain it — it was a big 
loss. I love our lord and 
savior, and it was his
decision. I ask why, and 
it’s hard to understand. 
It’s just one of those things 
that happens — I can’t 
answer tne questions.

But Mark Carmichael 
will not be forgotten by his 
family and friends. The 
trophies he won as a boxer 
are still in the family 
home, and nothing has 
been moved in his room 
since that fateful evening 
six months ago, his father 
says.

rT think about him every 
minute of the day," 
Carmichael said “We 
drove to Adel tonight, and 
we talked about him.

“His sisters write to him 
every night, and his 
friends at school pray for 
him every night. They visit 
him at the cemetery 
(Riverview Memorial 
Gardens in Valdosta) and 
talk to him there.”

Being a Christian was a 
major part of Mark’s life, 
and he also loved being a 
farm boy. Mark was 
always wearing his 
cowboy hat and chewing 
tobacco, so it only seemed 
right when his friends 
buried him with a can of 
Copenhagen in his hand.

“He loved his horses, the 
feed yard and the 
tractors,’’ Carmichael 
said. “He’d been with me
(around the farm) ever 
since he was old enough to 
toddle.

To Carmichael

’ We're from the 
Midwest, so we've always 
worn Western hats and 
boots and jeans, and Mark 
was no different.”

Another part of the 
Carmichael legacy 
followed Mark home after 
his death. It seems he 
loved being an auctioneer 
— just like his father. He’d 
only started working auc­
tions at 15, but the people 
began appearing at the 
Carmichael farm when 
Mark passed away.
‘People from the 

western part of the state 
came here the day after he 
died.” Carmichael said. 
“They cried their hearts 
out to us.”

But Mark’s death may 
have been a long time 
coming, as “he was a sick 
boy,” according to his fa­
ther.

“Mark went into the 
hospital in December with 
mononucleosis,’’ 
Carmichael said. “He had 
hepatitis, and an infected 
liver and spleen — the 
doctors wouldn’t let him do 
any lifting whatsoever.

“But if they’d been right 
there, there’s nothing they 
could have done for him. 
They said wher that hap^ 
pens (an anleurysm)/ 
you’re going to die.”

But dying wasn’t on 
Mark's mind as he grew up 
in the Winnersville USA 
tradition. In junior high 
school he was a member of 
the Tomcat football team, 
moving on to the Wildcat 
varsity as a right cor­
nerback in ninth grade. 
Mark started during that 
1981 season, and the ’Cats 
weren’t scored on.

He played for the 1982 
state champion Wildcats, 
continuing at defensive 
back during 1983 until his 
hospitalization. Mark was 
also very popular on the 
Valdosta High campus.

“He touched them all 
down there (at VHS),” 
Carmichael said. “He was 
very well-liked, and I 
didn't know just how well.

“I didn’t understand ev­
erything about my own 
son, but we didn’t try to 
pry into his personal life. 
They all liken him — old, 
young, black, white.”

At Wildcat Picture Day 
two weeks ago on Cleve­
land Field, a special cere­
mony was held to honor 
Mark. His jersey and the 
helmet he wore were pres­
ented to his parents as a

token from the team. The 
84 Wildcats are dedicating 
this season to Mark, 
wearing his number (14) 
on the back of their 
helmets, and he won't soon 
be forgotten, VHS head 
coach Nick Hyder said.

“He was a real favorite 
with everybody down at 
the school,” Hyder said. 
“The youngsters were 
quite shaken.

“He was pretty close to 
the junior class, and there 
are about 30 of them on the 
squad. It still strikes a 
serious tone with any of 
them if you mention his 
name.

“I’ve been coaching 27 
years, and this was the 
first time I lost a player 
while he was a member of 
the team — it was quite an 
emotional experience.”

Mark had come a long 
way since starting as a 
Tomcat in the seventh 
grade, and Hyder said “he 
figured to be one of our 
outstanding players.”

“At times like these, you 
stop and take a good, long 
look (at life),” Hyder said. 
“You find out that life is 
not permanent.

“Everybody's got to stop 
and take a hard look at 
themselves. You ask who 
picks (who will die)? Who 
decides who is taken, and 
when you go?

“It's not for us to ques­
tion — there's a divine 
being somewhere who de­
cides.”

But there's one judg­
ment nobody will probably 
make in the near future. 
That decision is the one to 
ever drive the gray MG
convertible — which will 
never happen, according to 
his father.

“I still have the car right 
out there in the yard,” 
Carmichael said. “The 
windshield wipers work 
and his side is pretty-much 
undamaged.

“The car is driveable, 
but I don’t want it fixed up 
and put on the road.

“Some people don't un­
derstand that, but that’s 
the way I feel.”

SPECIAL NOTE — The 
following exerpt was taken 
from this season’s VHS 
program, which in part 
explains the teams feelings 
about the situation.

Mark was a member of 
the 1982 state champion­
ship team, and continued

Former ’Cat Died Earlier This Year

playing for the Wildcats 
throughout the 1983 season.

While in junior high, 
Mark was a member of the 
1980 and 1981 Tomcat 
football teams. During the 
1981 season, Mark was the 
starting right cornerback 
and was a major reason 
that this defense went 
throughout the season 
without being scored on.

The death of Mark 
touched all our lives. 
Because of Mark’s dedica­
tion to the Wildcats and the 
inspiration he gave us, we 
have decided to dedicate 
the 1984 season to him. To 
keep Mark’s memory with 
us, we will wear his 
number, 14, on the back of 
our helmets. J





Hyder Preaches Four Dimensions To
’Cats’ Football Preparation

By ROGER B. BROWN ./-x,. „/ / „ 
Times Staff Writer r /< ^^ ^ ^v/y^ 

Every team has its own little idiosyncracies about winning 
football games. Well, it s no different at Valdosta High where hed 
coach Nick Hyder "preaches" four dimensional guidelines that 
he sets up for his team.

This is the key to their preparation for tonight’s 8 p.m. kickoff 
at Cleveland Field in second-round state playoff action

All season long. Hyder has talked of'the spiritual, moral 
physical and mental preparation that his team goes through from 
the very first day of practice.

They are not’something that he just thought of one day. but 
] rather a way of life that has developed since early childhood. It 

really started to shape up when Hyder was an eighth-grade 
football player on his junior high team.

After leading his eighth-grade team — which went through the 
entire season unscored on — in rushing and scoring, Hvder was 

(promoted to the varsity his 9th grade year.But, things turned out 
to be little different with the big boys and he soon found himself 
on fourth or fifth string.

“I was cocky when they moved me up. but it hurt when I found 
out how far I had to go to earn some playing time.” Hyder said. 
“I thought 1 was being mistreated so I went home and told my 
parents. -

“Well, my mother — who had three brothers to play college

football — came out to see me practice one day and she didn't sav 
anything about if for a week.” Hyder added. “So. I got tired of 
waiting and finally asked her what was she going to do about it.

I expected her to call the coach and tell him that I should be 
playing, but she didn’t. She said that the coach was right and that 
I had a bad attitude which was not helping the team. ” "

Hyder went on to say that his mother came in to wake him 
before the crack of dawn the next day and started him on a 
training program that he still uses to this day

“She asked me if I was really serios about plaving and when I 
said yes, she made sure I was.” Hyder said, “fran up a hill 10 
times, moved rock piles from the house to the street back to the 
house.
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“And, I even pushed the car around some, which really helped 

build my strength. By the time fall practice rolled around. I was 
ready to play after months of training under my mother and I 
ended up starting. It was the greatest lesson that I learned in my 
life, which was I had to do it for myself and stand on my own.

Hyder s high school team lost only two games in his last two 
years and went on to play in two bowl games. He ended up going 
to Carson-Newman as a running back-defensive back.

That’s how the mental and physical toughness started...
“Football gives you the opportunity to develop in a lot of 

different ways, and it may be the bridge at Valaosta High to 
allow us all to be a witness for God,” Hyder said. “Clevejand

VHS Reschedules Hoop Tilt
From Staff Reports

Valdosta’s basketball game that was scheduled for here 
Tuesday night, has been moved to Monday night.

There will be a girls’ and boys B-team game along with 
the two varsity games. Action gets under way at 4 p.m. 
with the girls B-team game.

I Ih^g^ 
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’Cats’Power
Valdosta Coaches (1 to r) Nick Hyder, Jerry Don 

Baker, Mike O’Brien And Bob Bolton Honed Wildcats’ 
game to perfection in practice, helping VHS stomp 
Statesboro 45-0 Friday night for South Georgia’s 
championship. Darrell Leonard (i) was slowed by a 
Blue Devil defender, but not enough to keep the ’Cats 
from victory. Valdosta meets Clarke Central Saturday 
at 8 p.m. for the Georgia AAAA state title, and if VHS 

I comes out the victor, the ’Cats will almost certainly be 
| ranked as America’s No. 1 team by USA Today. The 
Associated Press has placed the ’Cats atop its Georgia 
rankings throughout the season. — Staff Photos By 
Laura Harris.

Field doesn't have a top over it, but it is the biggest church in the 
V aldosta because every body is there for one common goal.

“We're not perfect and we don't profess to be.” Hvder added. 
We make our share of penalties and mistakes, but just try to be 

spiritually tough enough not to do it again. ”
Hyder likes to refer to another story when he talks of spiritual 

fitness.
“It a kind of like falling out of an airplane without a 

parachute,” he said. “Instead of just giving up. vou search all the 
time for a heystack to fall on. It’s a constant battle to do the best 
you can all the time.

“The best chance we have to win Friday night is to do the best 
we can with what we have.” he said. “We don't berate our 
players for their mistakes, just try to look for the postives. ”

Hyder points out that his staff is always trying to maintain and 
build on the players charcter through the spiritual toughness. “I 
think that gives us values which is a combinatin of moral and 
spiritual toughness ” Hyder said.

Hyder also uses the four diemensions in other ways like 
incentives for the players during the season and in the post 
season playoffs. One such incentive is the players will get to keep 
their raod and home jerseys if they win the state. But. if thev 
come up short, they only get to keep one of them for winning the 
Region 1- AAAA title.

“We try to be consistent with our objectives and priorities.”

Hyder said. “1 reality feel like the only team that can beat 
Valdosta is Valdosta.

“What I mean is. the only way we can lose is if we beat 
ourselves.” Hyder said. “But all things are possible and that's 
why we play the game because its a proving ground.

“Unless vou have the spiritual, moral, and mental, the physical 
is not much help,” he added. “There may be a lot of other teams * 
that are bigger and more physical than we are. but that's when 
the other dimensions take place.”

When talking about the mental prep; 
refers to yet another saying. “whi

►aration of his team. Hyder
refers to yet another saying, “when the whip strikes the 
thouroughbred. he strides forward. But when it strikes the mule, 
hebalks, sulks, lays down and quits. And a mule never won a
thourouehbredrace.”

‘You nave to be mantally preppared to take whatever situation 
is dealt to you.” Hyder said 'You can t be mentallyu tough and 
make excuses for losing. You have to find a way to win

“God gave us two ends, one to think with and one to sit on.” he 
added, “success is determined by the one you use the most 
Heads you w in. tails vou lose. ”

All of that is the four dimensions, which comes from the four 
priroities. God. family, academics and Wildcats . . but let's not 
get into that because that's a story for another place and time

‘They're the key to any success (hat we have.” Hvder said. 
“When you hit on all of them, you then have KODC (kick, offense, 
defense and collision).”

^^m^^e
^^^
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Statesboro Test Biggest 
Of Season For Valdosta?

/c7 VB/EARLPERKINS
✓ Times Staff Writer

The Valdosta Wildcats seem to stress everything in preparation 
for their football games, but conditioning has to be one of the 
biggest concerns of the No. 1 -ranked 'Cats.

Valdosta never really stops preparing for competition, with 
training going almost all the way back to when a miniature 
football was dropped into the crib at South Georgia Medical 
Center The Cats host the Statesboro Blue Devils tonight at 8 on 
Cleveland Field for the south Georgia championship, and v HS 
head coach Nick Hyder hopes his charges are up for the 
challenge

“We exchanged films, and they look better every time we look 
at them ” he said. “They’re very deserving to be in the south 
Georgia championship, and they've got several college prospects

“Tight end Ronnie Bradley <6-3. 230) is a good blocker, and 
Leroy Mincey is a real good, tough player. He had 10 tackles, four 
assists and two interceptions against Hardaway — he s very 
exclusive” *

Mincey is a halfback, blocking back and middle linebacker for 
the Blue Devils, garnering mention in the Atlanta Constitution s 
prep honor roll for his outstanding play against Columbus 
Hardaway. The Big Blue Wrecking Crew stomped the Hawks 34-0 
in the state quarterfinals, taking their 10th consecutive victory 
this season. . < u

However the Blue Devils have a number of other players who 
have helped them to an 11-2 record thus far under first-year head 
coach Charles Winslett. according to Hyder. . ,

“Bobby Martin and Reggie Perkins are both close to LOW 
yards rushing, and they have a tough offensive line, he said

I “They fire off the line very well. They have two real good 
blockers there (offensive tackle Ron Shellenberger. offensive 
guard David DeSmith). 4

“They prefer to run the ball, but they can throw it. They 
protect their passer real well, and he's (Chris Johnson) a real 
fine quarterback.” ,

Perkins has carried 140 times for 906 yards and 14 touchdowns, 
while Martin has ran 183 times for 868 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
Wide receiver Daniel Harrison is Statesboro’s leading pass 
catcher witrh 19 receptions for 407 yards and three touchdowns. 
Mincey not only is an outstanding wingback. but he also leads the 
Blue Devils in tackles at the middle-linebacker position.

Hvder also noted Statesboro has an exceptional defensive 
squad, led by defensive ends Anthony Mumford and Stephen 
Franklin. Mumford tackles hard with his 230 pounds, while 
Franklin is a good pass rusher and penetrates well. But Hyder 
can’t say whether the ’Cats are any more fired up for this game 
thanany the rest of the season. o

“Things have been pretty even all year, he said. Ine

Tackle Charles Winslette s Blue Devils

The Wildcats beat regular-season opponents Thomasville 
Wavcross. Albany Monroe. Albany Westover. Bainbridge. Tift 
County. Thomasville Central. Colquitt County. Albany Dougherty 
and Lowndes. Valdosta’s post-season wins came against Tilt. 
Colquitt and Warner Robins

4IM^<

Nick Hyder's No. 1 Wildcats ...
and “they’ve played well ever since. ’

But the Devils will certainly have their hands full when they 
attack the No. 1-rated Wildcats. Valdosta stands at 13-0 with most 
of their games being tough in the first quarter or two and the 
final frames being practice for the backups.

pressure and intensity in practice is so strong, it’s hard to tell it 
thev’re more up for this game. .

“Blocking and tackling is a serious business. You ve got to 
stand up and pav attention to what you’re doing. But the kids 

- have had their usual good attitude, cooperating with us and doing 
the things we ask them to do. But they’ve done that all year 
there's nothing unusual about that.’’ .

Charles Winslette came to Statesboro just 14 months prior to 
the start of this season, which is quite late for a head coach at 
anv AAAA school. This may be a primary reason for the Devils 
rocky start. Statesboro lost its opener to Benedictine 21-7. beat 
Swainsboro 28-10 and was dumped by Effingham County 27-24.

However, then they ran off a string of 10 consecutive victories, 
with the scores becoming greater after regular-season play 
concluded. They jumped Screven County 21-12. Coffee 17-0. 
Windsor-Forest 33-6. Glynn Academy 27-11. Johnson County 47-0.

‘ Savannah 14-13 and Hinesville Bradwell Institute 30-0.
Their post-season slate included wins over Savannah Jenkins 

(20-0), Bradwell Institute (20-3) and Hardaway (34-0). So the Blue 
Devils have garnered five shutouts this season, with three of 
those coming in their last four games. Bradwell was able to kick 
a lone field goal in second-round playoff action to avoid a shutout.

But the Blue Devils will be showing a healthy respect for the 
No. 1 ’Cats when both teams hit the field this evening, according 
to Winslett. „ . ,

“Looking at Valdosta on film, they’re a well-coached team and 
they take away the things you know you do well,” he said. “We re 
just working hard on the things we do well, and we 11 certainly 
have to play our best against Valdosta. .

“They’re very potent on offense, and defensively they ve just 
stifled everbody this year — they haven't given up many points, ’

Winslette came over to Statesboro from Fayette County, where 
he'd compiled a 57-26-1 record in eight years at the Tigers helm 
And the Fayetteville team was playing in the same region as 
perennia powers Griffin, LaGrange and Newnan..

Winslett brought defensive coordinator Marvin Barton over in 
the migration, and they've teamed with secondary coach Clark 
Collins and offensive line coach Greg Sikes. But Winslett notes 
that he could certainly use a much larger group of coaches

“We have basically a small staff, ' he said. “We have mvself 
and three others on the varsity, and that's not exactly what I 
want

“We’d like to have seven or eight coaches to handle 60 to 70 
young men. It’s hard to do the job with four people, but I'm real 
pleased with our staff." , , ...

Winslett noted that his defense has come through especially 
well in the playoffs, although there were some changes made 
earlier in the season. After losing two of their first three games, 
the Blue Devils replaced “three or four " key players on defense>
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GO CATS!
ALL THE WAY

TO STATE!

SOUTH GA
CHAMPIONSHIP 

VALDOSTA 
WILDCATS 

vs 

STATESBORO 
BLUE DEVILS 

FRIDAY NIGHT, DEC. 6 
8:00 P.M. CLEVELAND FIELD

PLAYER OF THE WEEK

HOSEA HEARD

3 Passes
47 Yards

Hosea accepts the 
Player of the Week 
Award from C&S Bank.



Glads Set For Death Valley Shootout
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Times Staff Writer
What? A shootout. Where? Cleveland Field ... Death Valley 

Stadium. When9 Saturday night at 8 p.m. Why? It's for the 
Georgia state prep football championship in Class AAA A.

There’s a lot at stake Saturday night at Cleveland Field, and to 
the victor goes the spoils — the state title — while the loser will 
go home with an empty feeling — agony of defeat.

Clarke Central of Athens, takes on top-rated Valdosta High in a 
classic championship matchup. Both schools are rich in tradition 
and have a storied past down through the years.

Clarke Central is coached by the man who's the most 
| successful coach ever against the Wildcats — Billy Henderson.

Henderson has been in the business for more than 30 years, and 
his last 10 teams at Clarke have all made it to the state playoffs. 
He says every one of them had a legitimate shot at going all the 
way, and in a couple instances — 1977 and 1979 — they did just 
that.

In the 1977 season, Clarke defeated the Buck Belue-led Wildcats 
16-14 in Athens, in the last meeting between the two schools. The 
Cats trailed 16-0 at the end of the first quarter, but fought back to 

within two points of Clarke before missing on a last-second 
field-goal attempt, which could have won the game.

“I have a great deal of respect for (VHS head coach) Nick 
Hyder,” Henderson said. “He s a real credit to our profession 
and standstall.

[/ /> ^^^ ^/^^^.enwve. In the past, the two had a fierce coaching rivalry, 
according to Henderson, “But, I was just a young squirt, just 
trying to win the best way I knew how. ”

“I liked the way he approached the game and I still use the 
platoon system that he used wav back then,” Henderson said. “I 
liked the way he wanted his defense to just line up and get after 
the other team. I also liked the way he stressed the kicking game, 
which is the key to any good team — along with defense.”

Speaking of defense, that is one of Henderson's favorite 
subjects and he has a lot to talk about with eight starters 
returning from last year.

Linebackers Barry Glenn and William Stevens led the stop 
troops, and the secondary is full of experience with an all-senior 
corps. The cornerbacks are Amp Foster and Darryl Brown, while 
Steve Law and Brock Rowe are tne safeties.

Major college prospect. Derrick Little (senior) leads the front 
wall from his end post, and is joined in the line by seniors Jerry 
Harris (nose guard) and tackle Marvin Walker.

Juniors Rick Evans and Scott Mitchell share the other tackle

ight back to 
last-second

“I also have great respect for the Valdosta community, which 
developed when I was coaching at (Macon) Willingham years 
ago,” Henderson said. “They have a great winning attitude and 
some very knowledgeable fans who are a model for the entire 
country.”

According to Henderson, one of the biggest influences of his 
coaching career has been legendary VHS coach Wright

slot, with Reggie Pratt and Clint Bennett working the end 
position opposite Little.

“The big key, like it is any other game, will be field position, 
defense and the kicking game,” Henderson said. “Both teams’ 
strong points are their defenses, so the team that can move the 
ball effectively offensively and have the least amount of 
urnovers. should have a good shot at winning the game.”
Since an early-season loss (31-6) to Lowndes High at Martin 

Stadium, the Gladiators have rolled off 11 consecutive wins, 
including a smashing 42-13 win over previously and No. 2-rated 
Southwest Dekalb last Friday for the North state championship.

“Both teams are very similar and throw only when they want 
to." Henderson said. “We hit some key passes early last week, 
which opened things up for us and our offense just had a good

night. . „ • , . .
“We only had three starters returning offensively and we knew 

they had a lot of room for improvement,” Henderson added. 
“They have a made a lot of progress through hard work and 
desire. And, lately they've really come on to a good job.1 ’

Senior quarterback Chris Morocco spearheads the Gladiators 
offense, and gets plenty of help from fullback David Perno • jr ) 
and a trio of tailbacks - Doug Davenport (sr.). Richard Jewell 
and Randv Prater.

Juniors Carl Pratt and Tommie Stewart split time al the 
flanker spot, while seniors Willie Green and Daryl Hood share the 
split end position. a

Center Stan Wilbanks anchors the offensive line, while the 
tackles are Kent Jordan and Greg Pope, a pair of juniors. David 
Nelson (sr.) and Cedrick Thomas share the strong guard slot, 
with Randy Williams at the other guard post. Derek Dooley is the 
starting tight end.

“We try to play a lot of people over the course of the game, and 
that was another little something that I picked up from coach 
Bazemore.” Henderson said. “We run something close to a 
platoon system and try to keep fresh people in the game all the 
time. , , , i . .“We have faced a tough schedule this year and I think it has 
helped us prepare for a game like this when there 11 be an 
overflow crowd going for the opposition,'' Henderson said “It 
helped develop our level of mental toughness to an even higher 
level and we are looking forw ard to the challenge."

Henderson also said that his team's early-season loss to 
Lowndes really helped his team’s mental preparation for games. 
He said that his squad picked up its intensity and became 
recommitted to the rest of tne season.

Henderson is just hoping that his second trip to Valdosta this 
year w ill be a much better trip than the first time around.

Times Staff Photo

Henderson Guides Tough Clarke Central

Cat Varsity Opens
// ^nrvL^ / ^^/^

Valdosta's High’s first varsity wrestling matches are scheduled 
at 10 a.m. Saturday against Atlanta-Sprayberrv at VHS.

Four-of-five Wildcat starters are still playing football, so will 
be substituted for this weekend’s matches. The Cats were 14-2 
last year, losing to eventual state champion Atlanta-Redan.

Wrestling V

Valdosta JV 
Wrestlers Win

From Staff Reports
The Valdosta junior varsity wrestling team beat Lowndes 51-14, 

and the Vikings fell 39-27 to Cook in a double-dual meet Thursday 
at Lowndes’ gymnasium.

The Valdosta-Lowndes results were — 98: Greg Hebner (V) p. 
Chandler Griffin .51, 105. Jimmy Mallory (L) d. Kennith Gonis 
15-8; 112: Mike Woodruff (L) p. Mike Schmier 1:27; 119: Scott 
Young (V) p. Mike Harris 2:50; 126: John Marconi (V) p. Koby 
Knight :44; 132: Steve Wyrick (V) p. Scott Roberts 1:56; 138’ Art 
Bass (V) p. Mike Huff 2:57; 145: Bret Tinney (V) d. Jodv Platt 
8-7; 155: Zane Coats (V) p. Darren Broome 2:56: 167: Tim 
Mitchell (V) p. Brett Eason 1:00; 185: Carl Johnson (V) p. Padon 
Hurst :50; Hvy: Kenny Marquis (L) by forfeit.

The Lowndes-Cook results were — 98: Marese Wright (Op 
Chandler Griffin :24; 105: Jeff Fiveash (C) d. Jimmv Mallory 
6-2; 112: Brad Bush (C) p. Mike Harris 3:07; 126: Spencer 
O’Quinn (C) p. Koby Knight 3:26; 132: Scott Roberts (L) d. Harry 
Hansen 10-8; 138: Chris Holton (C) p. Mike Huff 5:41; 145: Jody 
Platt (L) p. David Payne 2:10; 155: Robin Tippins (C) p Darren 
Broome 1:00; 167: Brett Eason (L) p. Earl Joiner 2:33; 185: 
Jerome Tucker (C) p. Padon Hurst 1:47; Hvy: Kennv Marquis 
(L) by forfeit.

Lowndes' junior varsity record falls to 0-2 overall on the 
season, and its next matches are scheduled at home on Jan. 10 
against the Brooks County Tro jans.



’Cats Should Be In Classic Matchup
Bv EARL PERKINS i/ ^/n^^ 1^1/^/^ in the second half. The Vikings beat the Gladiators 31-6, which 
times Staff Writer t f t proved to be Clarke’s only loss this season. , J L •
.......................................  * - * — The Gladiators stand at 13-1 through last weekend, having won

11 consecutive contests after falling to the Plowboys. Clarke won 
the north Georgia championship last Friday, beating then-No. 
2-rated Decatur-Southwest Dekalb 42-13. The Wildcats are at 14-0, 
having beaten playoff opponents Tift County, Colquitt County, 
Warner Robins and Statesboro.

Henderson’s teams are usually known for their powerful 
defense, but this year’s squad seems to have an impressive squad 
on offense as well, according to Hyder.

“We’ve reviewed the films and checked our scouting reports, 
and they've got some tough, big backs,’ he said. “I don t think 
Doug Davenport (sr., 190) played in the Lowndes game, but he s 
a bruising, Earl Campbell-type runner - he gets the yardage for

When it comes to classic matchups, this Saturday’s AAAA 
Georgia high school football championship should go down in the 
books as one of the finest on record.

Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder leads his undefeated Wildcats 
against Billy Henderson’s once-beaten Athens-Clarke Central 
Gladiators at 8 p.m. on Cleveland Field. The game seems to have 
more twists than the world’s largest pretzel, and Hyder sounds 
like Georgia coach Vince Dooley as he tries to untangle the 
puzzle.

“Today (Tuesday) we’re getting ready for the first of three 
days of collision work for a very outstanding Clarke Central 
team.” he said. ‘‘Coach Henderson is the dean of high school 
coaches in Georgia.

“He’s been doing it for 34 years, and I don't know if any other 
coach has been at it longer. He’s got a really fine program, and 
unlike some teams we’ve played (this year), these folks have 
playoff time. And they’re a talented team. By coach Henderson’s 
own admission, this is one of the most talented teams he’s ever 
had.”

The Gladiators are led in the rushing department by tailback 
Doug Davenport, who's carried 167 times for 1,048 yards and 11 
touchdowns. He’s backed by tailback Richard Jewell (122 
carries, 762 yards, six touchdowns), fullback David Perno (74 
carries, 370 yards, two touchdowns) and quarterback Chris 
Morocco (73 carries, 245 yards, seven touchdowns).

This is the second consecutive season the 175-pound (6-2) senior • 
has started as Clarke’s signal caller, completing 66 of 131 
attempts for 1,172 yards, eignt interceptions and 14 touchdowns. 
When Morocco goes down with-an injury, the Gladiators look to 
backup Robbie Kamerschen. who's completed 27 of 63 attempts 
for 464 yards, two interceptions and four touchdowns.

Kamerschen came on to quarterback much of Clarke’s game 
against Lowndes this season, although Morocco played sparingly

them. , . . L „
"And for a change of pace, they bring in Richard Jewell. He 

plays very low (to the ground) - he’s quick and he’s got great 
balance. These two backs are frightening. '

The Gladiators are led in the receiving department bv split end 
Willie Green, who’s caught 29 passes for 664 yards and 10 
touchdowns. He’s aided by Vince Dooley's son, Derek who’s 
hauled in 17 receptions for 245 yards and three touchdowns. 
However, the Gladiators just don’t seem to have a weak spot in 
their armor, according to Hyder. „

“The line of scrimmage on offense and defense is strong, he 
said. ‘‘It looks like the best we’ve seen all year They’ve got two 
major college prospects on the defensive line.’’

Defensive end Derick Little (6-4, 226) runs the 40-yard dash in 
4.8 seconds, while middle guard Jerry Harris is a three-year 
starter who wreaks havoc on the opposition s backfield, 
according to Hyder. , J ,

The llth-vear Wildcat mentor claims nobody has been able lo 
block the 190-pound senior this season. The Gladiators’ defensive 
tackles are Scott Mitchell (6-2, 235) and Marvin Walker (5-9. 256)

with Clint Bennett (6-0, 180) anchoring the defensive end slot 
opposite Little.

Clarke’s defensive line is backed up by linebacker Barry’ Glenn 
(5-9. 165), who runs the 40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds. Henderson 
was recently quoted in The Atlanta Constitution as saying the 
third-vear starter is the best hitter he’s ever coached.

And the Cats won’t be able to run the other way, because 
they’ll be going at linebacker William Stephens (5-10, 176), who's 
known as an extremely good tackler.

A quick, all-senior secondary returned from last year, and it's 
led by cornerbacks Amp Foster (6-1,165) and Daryl Brown (5-10. 
160). The safeties are senior Brack Rowe (6-1, 175) and Steve 
Law (6-0. 170). And Hyder certainly isn’t underestimating the 
potential of Clarke’s deep defenders.

“This may be the best secondary we’ve seen in some years,' 
he said. “They’re well-coached, very fast, aggresive and 
experienced.”

A major Gladiator threat comes not from their powerful 
offense or awesome defense, but from two players who kick the 
football like they’re playing soccer, according to Hyder.

“Maybe the most outstanding thing on special teams their 
kickers,” he said. “They’ve got a long-range kicker and a 
short-range kicker.

"The long one is John Kasay, and we’ve seen films of him 
kicking a 50-yard field goal. He works out with (Georgia’s) Kevin 
Butler. * <

“They can come away with three points. He (Kasay) can put 
the ball down at the 40-yard line and blow it through there And 
he kicks off into the end zone. But they’re (Kasay and Chip 
McGinley) very, very good kickers.”

Sophomore Kasay has kicked 12-of-15 field-goal attempts, 
including a 50-yarder and one for 51 yards to set an Athens city 
record. McGinley is the short man. splitting the uprights on 
47-of-50 attempts for the Gladiators.

18th State Title

In ’Cats’GrasP
U^r^ ^/^Hy x ,

Victory is at hand, ana all the Valdosta Wildcats have to do is 
reach out and grab it. Oh, if it were only so simple. The ’Cats 
(14-0) are The Associated Press's No. 1-ranked AAAA team in 
Georgia, and they’re atop the national rankings published by 
USA Today. •

However, ihe Clarke Central Gladiators (13-1) are rated No. 4 
in the state and they’ve got a shot at the state championship 
Saturday at 6 p.m. on Cleveland Field. The Athens teams wants a 
victory in the worst way, and head coach Billy Henderson even 
admits this group is one of the best he’s coached in quite some 
time. And the Clarke mentor is his 34th season of coaching, which 
could be the most of any active coach in Georgia.

The more I start to write about this game .the more excited I 
get. There’s just so much history behind both programs and 
people across Georgia and around the nation are beginning to 
take notice. I was over at the ticket office yesterday afternoon 
pnd the passes were selling like hotcakes to a hungry audience.

And tnen there’s USA Today. Approximately 3 million people 
woke up yesterday morning and opened their paper to the smiling 
faces of Valdosta players John Porter and Marty Howell. Porter 
is an all-America senior linebacker for the ’Cats, while Howell is 
a 270-pound junior lineman.

But there they were yesterday, busting through a Winnersville 
poster to point at another victory. The each had one finger held 
up to signify the ’Cats’ ranking and how many more wins their 
fans expect this season.

And VHS head coach Nick Hyder was certainly not left out of 
the picture, proclaiming that he carries “a rule book in one hand 
a bible in the other.”

But let’s get down to the nuts and bolts of this championship 
contest. It depends on how you look at it as to what their records 
are while playing each other. The Gladiators didn’t really even 
exist until 1970, when old Athens High (a racially white school) 
and Burney-Harris (a racially black school) merged to form 
Clarke Central.

According to the Valdosta people, the teams have met six times 
with both team’s records standing at 2-2-2. In 1920, the Wildcats 
beat Athens High 20-13 in a North-South playoff game which was 
never actually acknowledged as the state championship.

The teams met again in 1939, at which time they tied 0-0 in 
Valdosta’s first regular-season game that year. This game was 
the only regular-season matchup between the teams, with all 
other meetings being state title games.

. In 1955, Fran Tarkenton led Athens to a 41-20 victory in Athens’ 
’Sanford Stadium. In 1965, Valdosta won 14-13 as Athens scored 
late in the game and kicker Chuck Perry missed the extra-point 
attempt. Perry had made split the uprights 62-of-63 times before 
missing that fateful shot. /

In Athens’ last year of existence (1969), the teams tied 26-26 as 
quaraterback Andy Johnson engineered a touchdown drive in the 
closing minutes of the game. The Trojans scored the two-point 
conversion to tie the game, and Johnson went on to fame and 
fortune with the Georgia Bulldogs and the New England Patriots.

But the big game came on a bitterly cold night in 1977. when the 
Gladiators took a 16-0 halftime lead and finished 16-14 victors. 
The Gladiator people claim their defense threw’ VHS quarterback 
Buck Belue out of the end zone and into the stands for a safety 
and the win.

Some fans are probably prone to exagerate, but Belue is said to 
have never forgotten the one that got away. He may have gone on 
to lead the Georgia Bulldogs to a national championship and 
international recognition, but he's supposed to nave driven 
different routes around Athens to avoid going past the stadium 
where he’d played his last game for VHS.

But the teams this season are truly almost mirror images of 
each other. They have tradition, they throw the ball well, they 
run it even better, their defenses are tremendous, they have 
great coaches and some of the finest athletes around.

Which brings me back to tell you why I’ll not be picking this as 
a 0-0 tie. For one thing, I don't want the entire western world's 
wrath to come down upon my head. For another, you don’t 
become a prognosticator to tell people there won’t be a winner or 
a loser.

But you don’t know how close I came to picking this contest as 
a tie. But that’s neither here nor there, because I'm here to tell 
you the the Gladiators will pound on the 'Cats, and the Cats will 
pound on the Gladiators. However. Valdosta just wants this game 
too bad to give it up to anybody. So look for the 'Cats to dig down 
deep one more time. Valdosta 17, Clarke Central 10.

AROUND GEORGIA — Looking at the remainder of state 
championship games from state schools should be no problem. 
On second thought...

In Class AAA, No. 2 Thomson (14-0) is on the road against No. 1 
Marist (14-0, which should give Marist the nod, 23-17.

The Class AA championship should be a little easier to pick, 
with No. 1 West Rome (13-1) travelling to No. 5 Mary Persons 
(11-3). The Chieftains from Rome beat Mary Persons a few years 
ago for the title, and they’d have truly brutalized them if the field 
hadn't been wet. Look for the Chiefs to scalp Mary 35-7.

In Class A, anybody who could beat Clinch County has to have 
some merit. So look for No. 2 Lincoln County (12-1-1) to defeat 
No. 1 Greenville (14-0) in this week's upset special.



State
Cliches Fitting For Saturday’s Valdosta

All the old football cliches can be pulled out of the bag for Our practices and routines have been the same as they were all 
iaturdav’s AAAA championship final between Valdosta and yearlong........................

All the old football cliches can be pulled out of the bag tor 
Saturday’s AAAA championship final between Valdosta and 
Clarke Central at 8 p.m. in Cleveland Stadium.

The last time the two teams met in 1977, it was under the same
type of conditions. The Gladiators pulled out the win 16-14 when 
Valdosta missed a last-second field goal attempt to oull out the 
win. ‘

That was the only time that Valdosta's Nick Hyder and Clarke 
Central’s Billy Henderson teams have ever met.

Valdosta will be sporting a 14-0 mark going into the contest and 
will be putting its No. 1 ranking by USA Today on the Jine against 
the 13-1 Gladiators, whose only loss came at the hands of 
Lowndes High 31-6 in the fourth game of the season.

Since that loss, the Gladiators have reeled 10 consecutive wins 
enroute to the North state championship. After the loss to 
Lowndes, no team has come any closer than 17 points of the 
Gladiators.

“They present a very tough challenge for us and we ll hasve to 
play our best game of the season,” Hyder said. “They are a 
well-coached and very physical football team, with an outstand­
ing defense.

“They have some fine athletes on offense a^make very few

AP Laserphotu

Henderson’s Glads Are Set

5

year ivuk. , . _ .
The AAAA finals feature two of the stete s most successful 

football programs. The series between the twi schools is 
deadlocked at 2-2-2. Sataurday’s game will be the fifth time for 
the two powers to meet in the final game of the season.

Valdosta has a 15-3-2 slate in the state finals, but two of those 
losses came against Clarke Central. The championship game in 
1969 was probably one of the more talked about games in the
rivalry. . . _

Henderson has compiled a 179-71-15 record in 30 years as a 
coach, claiming four state titles along the way. Henderson s last 
championship team was in 1979. x <

Hyder is 171-33-4 overall and a sparkling 118-21-4 at Valdosta in 
11 years. The Wildcats have won 18 state titles since 1940, with 
last one coming in 1982 against Atlanta Peachtree (10-7).

“The game is what you might call a classic matchup between 
two of the state’s better football programs,” Hyder said. “The 
tradition at both schools and the strength of the two teams 
involved should make this game a pretty good matchup ’

If the 'Cats can pull off the win, it would tie them for the best 
record in the schools storied football tradition. The senior class is

Clarke Matchup
hoping to add its second state title to its sparkling 51-3 record 
over the last four years. .

“They have played against some good competition and this is 
what both teams have been shooting for all season.” Hyder said. 
“This series has featured some of the nations finest athletes 
through the years and the case will be the same Saturday.

“We feel like the keys will be the same as it was in all the other 
games, good defense* good field position and a sound kicking 
game/’ Hyder added. “We are looking forward to the challenge 
and this is what we set out for way back at the start of the year . *

Clarke Central was ousted’ouf od the playoffs last year by 
Lagrange 28-24, while Valdosta was upset by Tift County — the 
eventual state schampions — 17-13 at Cleveland Field. Before the 
Gladiators’ lost to Lagrange, they had held the No. 1 ranking in 
the nation by USA Today for 13 weeks.

Valdosta’s loss to Tifton, is the only blemish on its record in two 
years. The ’Cats have won 35 consecutive regular season 
encounters. But, all of those records and history data won't mean 
a thing Sautrday night. Thse two teams have been on a collision 
course all year and somebody’s dream will come to a crashing

The game Saturday is expected to draw a sellout crowd of 
12,500 fans and most of them will be hoping that the end results 
will be more like 1982 than say, 1983.

Times Staff Phom by Laura Harris

... But So Are Hyder’s ’Cats

Glads Get Message:
’Cats. Are.For Real

If you drove by Cleveland Field on Sunday, all the subliminal 
clues were still there from Saturday night’s game. Businesses 
around Valdosta may have put up sighs welcoming Athens Clarke 
Central to the Azalea City, but the Gladiators must not have 
gotten the message. On Sunday, the football field across from 
Drexel Park ana the surrounding area didn’t seem overly

4?

welcoming.
There were “No Trespassing” signs at every gate, barbed wire 

around the top of the concrete walls, a caution sign on a tree 
outside the stadium and numerous barricades with flashing 
caution lights. Signs in our near the stadium said “Parking By 
Permit Only,” “Construction Area, Keep Out,” and “Please 
Show Ticket, No Out Passes Issued. ”

The No. 4-ranked Gladiators (14-1) were surely wondering what 
happened as they were beaten 21-14 by No. 1 Valdosta (15-0) for 
the Georgia AAAA high school state championship. The ’Cats 
have been ranked No. 1 in Georgia by The Associated Press 
throughout the season, and they took over the top national spot in 
USA Today’s Super 25 listings near the end of the year

The state title win should also mean they’ll be No. 1 nationally 
when this week’s rankings come out, unless a meteor hits every 
USA Today facility around the world. Three million people will 
probably be hearing about America’s top high school team when 
that national newspaper hits the streets.

It seems that everything came together for the Wildcats when 
the chips were down, but it sure looked like Central had a good 
shot at winning when it took a 14-7 lead late in the third quarter.

But VHS running back Tony Anderson ran back a Central punt 
to the Gladiator 3-yard line, and scored on touchdown runs of two 
and one yards in the fourth quarter.

Clarke head coach Billy Henderson cited key penalties as the 
deciding factor in the game, but coach Nick Hyder’s Valdosta 
team almost always figures out a way to win. Hyder says football 
is a game of field position, but it seems likes his team always 
exploits mistakes made by the opposition.

BuTthe Wildcats deserve any recognition they receive locally 
and nationally, because they earned the victory - throughout the 
season and on the practice field. To be the best, you’ve got be 
driven to your limit and perform your best on the field of battle. 
And warfare seems to be how the Cats and their fans look at the 
sport of football. .

Emphasis will obviously be on one factor in a town that s called 
Winnersville USA, and it’s been thus for several decades. Losing 
is neither condoned nor allowed in this football-crazy area, where 
almost everyone seems to judge the year on a gridirion calendar. 
They look at what part of the football season it is this week or 
when camp is coming up or when there’s a banquet scheduled — 
or when they can win a national championship.

This was Valdosta’s fourth mythical national championship 
and their 18th official state title. Winning the title probably won’t 
change the way the ’Cats prepare for a season, but it certainly 
won’t dampen their enthusiasm for the game. But people are so 
crazy about the sport around here that, when they do lose, they 
just startpreparing for nextyear.

Which Brings me to another point — my preparation for next 
year I try to rarely bring up subjects of a personal nature in 
print, but this forum now affords me the opportunity to say a 
couple things I want said.

This will be my last column for the Valdosta Daily Times, 
because I’ve taken a job for another publication in the bustling 
metropolis of Monroe, La. I’ll deeply regret leaving Valdosta and 
the south Georgia area, if for no other reason than the people 
have been so good to me. . * j

The coaches, players and many fans I’ve been associated with 
have helped me in my endeavors and given me the encourage­
ment to improve, which is probably the reason we’re all here on 
Earth. At any rate, I want to take this opportunity to thank all 
those people who were so good to me and to give the coaches and 
players the recognition they deserve for their unselfish giving.

And I’ll also miss all the good sports in this area, because I 
didn’t dream I’d really have the opportunity to see some of the 
contests I’ve seen. There were some fantastic football and 
basketball games I’d never have witnessed, and I got to see a 
local high school team win the national championship. These are 
rare opportunities, and I consider myself lucky to have been 
associated with Winnersville USA and its people.
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Winnersville Fans Take Football Serious

Times Staff Photo

Lewis (1). Wakefield Anchor Defensive Line

By RICHARDSELLERS 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta Wildcat Head 
Coach Nick Hyder is quite 
fond of saying people in 
Winnersville USA “take 

I their football serious,” and 
this has been quite true 
since the 'Cats started 
winning games in 1913.

That year. Turner 
Rockwell quit being editor 
at The Valdosta Daily 
Times to lead VHS to a 

’ 3-2-1 season, with the 
’Cats’ only loss coming 
against Sparks Junior 
College. Valdosta scored 54 
points and relinquished 33 
in that initial season.

Since the Wildcats first 
stepped on the football 
field, they’ve piled up 594 
victories across eight de­
cades. And everything’s on 
the line this Saturday nighti 
at 8 for Hyder and his 
charges. The llth-year 
Wildcat mentor could lead 
the ’Cats to a 15-0 record, 
an 18th Georgia state 
championship (since 1940), 
USA Today's No. 1 na­
tional ranking and a fourth 
mythical national cham­
pionship.

Following is a synopsis 
of each game Valdosta nas 
played this season, in­
cluding the four playoff 
matchups and synopsis of 
the ’Cats’ year.

Valdosta 21. Thomasville 
3 _ The 1984 season 
started with great hope 
and expectation for Val­
dosta. Although the 
Wildcats were plagued 
with an early rash of 
fumbles, they cranked up 
for touchdowns in the first, 
second and fourth periods.

VHS quarterback Berke 
Holtzclaw had a good night 
in his first game as start­
ing quarterback for the 
top-ranked Wildcats. He 
scored two touchdowns to 
lead the ‘Cats to a 21-3 
season-opening victory 
over the Bulldogs at Cleve­
land Field. .

. VHS team captain 
(linebacker-kicker) John 
Porter also added to the 
Wildcat drive, converting 
on three extra-point kicks.

Valdosta 47, Waycross 14 
— Although Valdosta was 
still making mistakes 

• through its second game of 
the season, the Wildcats 
played impressively in a 
47-14 win over the 
Waycross Bulldogs at

Memorial Stadium.
The Bulldogs scored first 

and dominated the first 
few minutes of the first 
quarter, but were unable 
to keep Valdosta from 
scoring after that.

The Wildcats struck 
back with two touchdowns 
in the first quarter and 
three more before 
halftime. , 4 .

Valdosta then kept ad­
ding points to the board, 
holding Waycross in a 
no-scoring position until 
early in the fourth quarter 
The Bulldogs finally hit 
pay dirt after a 10-play 
drive before the clock ran 
out .Valdosta 47, Albany 
Monroe 6 — Valdosta 
jumped to a 20-0 first- 
quarter advantage over 
Monroe to romp past the 
Tornadoes on its home turf 
with a 47-6 win.

In their third game 
against a previously- 
unbeaten opponent, the 
Wildcats dominated 
Monroe statistically, 
turning in more than 300 
yards in total offense and 
having 10 players carry 
the ball at least three 
times.

The win improved the 
’Cats' overall record to 3-0 
and their Region 1-AAAA 
slate to 1-0, while Albany 
fell to2-1 (0-1 region).

Valdosta 42, Albany 
Westover 0 - VHS running 
back Tony Anderson 
rushed 17 times for 105 
years and three 
touchdowns to lead the 
Wildcats to a 4 2-0 
non-sub-region win over 
the Westover Patriots, who 
had not won a game this 
season. „ ,

Quarterback Holtzclaw

also handled the Westover 
defense well, completing 
4-of-ll passes for 70 yards 
and carrying the ball 10 
times for 83 yards.

Valdosta 49, Bainbridge 
7 — The Valdosta defense 
was as strong as ever 
during its game against 
Bainbridge, keeping the 
Bearcats away from their 
initial first down until 
halfway into the third 
quarter, and from their 
first score until the fourth 
period. -------

Meanwhile, the Wildcat 
offense stamped out a 
21-point lead in the first 
quarter in a span of seven 
minutes/ ana scored 14 
points in both the second 
and third stanzas.

The 49-7 win left no doubt 
that the ’Cats had come to 
S after playing what 

jh Hyder termed a 
“somewhat lackadaisical 
game’’ the week before.

Valdosta 28, Tift County 
0 — Tift was the only team 
to beat Valdosta in 1983, 
and the first to knock off 
the ’Cats in a 26-game 
span.

But the ’Cats made up 
for that when they jumped 
out to a 21-0 lead and 
staved off three Blue Devil 
scoring threats to retain a 
shutout. The Wildcats 
walked off with a 28-0 win 
over the defending state 
champion.

The shutout was only the 
third in Tift head coach 
Gene Brodie’s nine-year 
tenure, and the Wildcats 
were responsible for two of 
those.

Valdosta 35, Thomasville 
Central 7 — Central racked 
up seven points early in 
the first quarter for the 
first and last time during 
this game. This contest 
marked the first time the 
Yellow Jackets had scored 
against the ’Cats since the 
1980 Region 1-AAAA 
playoffs.

Wildcat running back 
Willie Lewis hit pay dirt 
with 53 seconds left in the 
first period, tying the score 
at 7-7. Valdosta followed 
the scenario laid by Lewis

with the
in the following quarters. 
.. '.1 2__ ’Cats outscoring 
Thomasville Central 35-7
for their seventh consecu­
tive win in ’84.

Valdosta 40. Colquitt 
County 7 — Coach Hyder 
had no problem singling 
out one play as the turning 
point in the Wildcats’ 40-7 
rout over the Colquitt 
Packers. It came on a 
defensive play against 
Colquitt in the third 
quarter, when the Packers 
had worked their way 
down to the Valdosta 1- 
yard line.

The 'Cats' defense 
forced a fumble, and Val­
dosta linebacker Bill Kirby 
came up with the ball.

Valdosta 68. Albany 
Dougherty 0 — The 
Dougherty Trojans had the 
misfortune of reaching 
Valdosta on the heels of 
the Colquitt game, and this 
was also the ’Cats’ 
homecoming. The result 
was a 68-0 Valdosta victo­
ry

The win was was as solid 
as it was convincing, and 
the ‘Cats played near­
perfect football. Dougherty 
didn’t record its initial 
first down until midway 
through the third quarter. 
Valdosta scored 47 points 
by halftime, 40 of those in 
the second quarter.

Valdosta 28, Lowndes 6 
— The Lowndes High 
Vikings put up a gamely 
battle in the Winnersville 
Classic, before succumb­
ing to the top-ranked 
Wildcats 28-6 at Cleveland 
Field before an overflow 
crowd of about 12,300 fans.

The win topped off an 
unbeaten regular season 
for the Wildcats, improv­
ing their slate to 10-0. The 
win also gave Valdosta the 
South sub-region title with 
a 3-0 record.

Darrell Leonard, Johnny Crook And Marty Howell Show Game Fac

। Taking a quick look at 
stats tells the crux of the 
game. Valdosta rushed for 
182 yards, while Lowndes 
managed a total of 
minus-6. Lowndes had 
seven first downs to Val­
dosta’s 14.

PLAYOFFS
Valdosta 16. Tift County 

7 — Things got tough for 
the nation’s top-ranked 
high school football team 
in the ’Cats’ first-round 
playoff game, as they en­
countered Tift for the sec­
ond time. j a

The ’Cats were forced to 
overcome a 7-0 halftime 
deficit against a fired-up 
Tift team, which Valdosta 
had romped past 28-0 
earlier in the season.

The Wildcats held the 
Blue Devils back for a 
no-score second half and 
added 16 points to their 
side of the board, emerg­
ing victorious 16-7.

Once again the ’Cats 
defense proved to be a 
dominant factor, holding 
the Blue Devils to 17 yards 
rushing. Valdosta chalked 
up 153 yards.

Valdosta 35, Colquitt 
County — The Wildcats 
slammed Colquitt 35-7 
before 10,500 fans for the 
Region 1-AAAA champion­
ship in second-round 
playoff action, pushing 
their record to 12-0.

Valdosta led 21-0 at the 
half, and 35-0 at the end of 
the third quarter.

Anderson paced the 
Wildcat victory with 148 
yards on 18 carries and 
two touchdowns, while 
Valdosta churned up 253 
yards on the ground. The 
’Cats also chalked up 23 
first downs and had 360 
yards in total offense.

“We got a chance to play 
a lot of people, which was 
very pleasing because the 
guys hung m there and 
practiced in 20-degree 
weather for most of the 
week." Hyder said.

Valdosta 28, Warner 
Robins o — Valdosta 
opened defense of its sub­
-region championship with 
a convincing 28-0 victory 
over Warner Robins

For most of the first 
half, the Demons played 
the Wildcats to a near 
standoff, except for one 
Valdosta drive which re­
sulted in the first half’s

only touchdown.
The Wildcats exploded in 

the second half with 21 
second-half points en route 
to a shutout win before 
about 11,000 fans.

Valdosta 45, Statesboro 0 
— Valdosta all-American 
Porter intercepted 
Statesboro quarterback 
Chris Johnson’s first pass 
of the game, racing back 
35 yards untouched for a 
score. That was the first 
indication of how the rest 
of the south Georgia state 
championship game would
shairape up.

Tne ‘Cats defeated the
Blue Devils by a 45-0 
margin. Valdosta chalked 
up six points in the first 
quarter. 22 at the half and 
17 by the end of the third 
quarter. Signal-caller 
Holtzclaw added two 
touchdowns to the 
Wildcats’ rally.
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Holtzclaw Helped ’Cats Smash To 
Shot At State

By EARL PERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

Before each football 
reason, a piece of tin is 
jailed tightly above the 
ocker room door at Val- 
losta’s Cleveland Field.

It’s snug and flat when the 
season begins, but now the 
nails are coming out and 
it’s smashed beyond rec­
ognition.

Before the Wildcat 
coaches release their

The Valdosta Dat I v Times, Sat Dec. 1.gH91 * ^-

. Game Lineups
. Here’s Saturday's AAAA state title starting lineups.

I VHS r- offense: QB Berke Holtzclaw (170, sr.), RB 
Tony Anderson (205, jr.), RB Willie Lewis (165, sr.), 

*SE Hosea Heard (165, jr ), FL Mack McGuyrt (160, 
ir.) or FL Charles Stewart (200, fr.), TE Darrell 
Leonard (190, sr.), OT Marty Howell (270, jr.), OT 
Todd Hatcher (205, jr.) or John Wheeless (275, so.), 
OG Eric Henderson (190, sr.), OG Johnny Crook (245, 
jr.) and C Jon Reaves (190, sr ).

’ VHS — defense: DE Ernest Manghram (175, sr ), 
DE Seaborn Williams (155, so.). DT James Wakefield 
(220, sr.), DT Jimmy Lewis (220, sr.), MG Michael 
Spencer (180, sr.) or John Wheeless (275, so . LB John 
Porter (215, sr ). LB Tony Johnson (170, ir.) or Bill 
Kirby'(170, so ), CB Elijah Holmes (160, sr >, CB Mike 
Martin (165, sr.) or Dwayne Hart (160, jr. S Derrick 
Folsom (175, sr.) and S David Thomas (165,: ■).

Clarke — offense: QB Chris Morocco (1 >. sr.), RB 
Richard Jewell (165, sr ), RB Doug Davi nport (190,

charges prior to a game, 
the ’Cats get fired up by 
beating the tin with their 
helmets. And one VHS 
player who’s always up 
near the front is senior 
quarterback Berke 
Holtzclaw.

“Something special 
happens when you hear the 
helmets hitting that tin 
coming out of that locker 
room/ he said. “I can go 
home at night and think 
about hearing the helmets 
hitting, and (I’ll) have 
chill bumps all over me.”

The offensive co-captain 
noted the action gets the 
’Cats fired up and signifies 
togetherness on the team.

“To me, it lets me know 
we’re ready to go out there 
and play,” he said. “I just 
want to go out there and 
^the best I can — I

v everybody else is. I 
think both (VHS and 
Clarke) of us will be fired 
up, but we want to bring it 
(the title) home.”

Speaking of home,

^^^ir^.

Cats

■-^ 
w*

Clarke —_____________ *
Clint Bennett (180, jr ), DT Marvin Walkei (230, sr ), 
MG Jerry Harris (205, sr.), LB Barry Glenn (160, sr.), 
LB William Stevens (190, sr.), CB Darryl Brown (165, 
sr.), CB Amp Foster (170, sr.), FS Steve Law (170, 
sr.), SS Brack Rowe (175, sr.).

■

Holtzclaw recently had his 
car radio and speakers 
stolen from his pickup 
outside his house. Howev­
er, that’s one of the few 
things going wrong in 
Holtzclaw’s life right now.

He’s helped lead the No. 
1-ranked Cats to a 14-0 
record so far this season, 
and all the chips are down 
this weekend. VHS hosts 
Athens-Clarke Central 
Saturday at 8 p.m. on 
Cleveland Field for the 
Georgia AAAA high school 
football championship, and 
the Cats have been antici­
pating this game for a long 
time.

“Being in this system for 
these four years, plus 
another couple years in 
junior high, has been an 
experience,” he said. “It’s 
something you’ll never 
forget. There’s been a lot 
of good and a lot of bad, 
but it’s all going to pay off 
(Saturday night).

“We’ve worked too hard 
to stop now. We’ve go* 23 
seniors on this team, and 
we all came up together. 
They know what it’s like, 
because they’ve been in 
playoff action before. 
Some even started as

<

“I took a liking to it. and 
when 1 got over to the high 
school, I started taking a 
lot of art classes from Mrs. 
Patsy Smith/’

Mrs. Smith is known as 
the Wildcat Lady/ having 
gone to VHS many years 
ago and being associated 
with VHS ano its art de­
partment through the 
years. And she's not only a 
good teacher, but a “great 
person, a great lady and a

freshmen, like 
(linebacker) Join Porter 
and (safety derrick) 
“Kool” Folsom.

“This i§ our last game 
being able to play on 
Cleveland Field and in 
Death Valley. This is it — 
our last time around, our 
last chance to say we’re 
No I ”

But other people have 
been saying all along that . 
the 'Cats were No. 1. 
Valdosta has been the No. 
Prated AAAA high school 
team in Georgia 
throughout the season, 
according to The 
Associated Press poll And 
USA Today boosted VHS 
into the highly-vaunted No. 
1 slot in the nation during 
the latter part of the 
season.

But this football year 
ends Saturday night, 
whether Valdosta wins the 
state championship or not. 
And Holtzclaw is beginning 
to look ahead, although he 
doesn't have any firm 
plans about his future. 
Numerous colleges have 
contacted him about at­
tending their schools to 
play football, but he still 
plans to carefully examine 
all his options.

“I want to get the best 
education and the best 
opportunity I can get.” he 
said. “Hopefully, I'll be 
able to play pro ball some­
day.

4It’s a childhood dream 
of mine. Look at (Boston 
College quarterback) Doug 
Flutie. People said he was 
too small to play pro ball, I 
and people have told me 
I’m too small (for college 
or pro ball)/’

However, football isn’t 
the only facet of his life 
that Holtzclaw has 
excelled in. He loves to 
draw and paint, going so 
far as to do a work for VHS 
to hang at the school.

“I guess it goes back to 
my stepfather (Jerry 
Dodds)/’ he said. “He 
draws around the house, 
and I kind of drew a little 
bit every once in awhile.

great friend,” according to 
Holtzclaw.

Holtzclaw says the past­
time helps him relax, with 
his favorite works being 
animals, deer, ducks, still 
lifes and landscapes. He 
draws quite a bit, but his 
favorite is painting with 
acrylics.

But Holtzclaw and his 
Wildcat teammates have 
drawn one more contest.
Cleveland Field. 8

Saturday night. And the 
'Cats are fired up, ac­
cording to Holtzclaw.

“Saturday night it’s go­
ing to come down to wh< s 
the best,” he said. 
“Whichever team proves it 
can play under pressure 
will win.”

The Wildcats have made 
great strides in progress 
this season, which proba­
bly wouldn’t be possiblep.m.

Times Start Photo

VHS Senior QB Guided ’Cats To 14-0 Slate Through Last Weekend
without the VHS coaching 
staff, according to 
Holtzclaw.

“We’ve got a great 
bunch of coaches out 
here,’’ he said. “They've

given us everything 
they ve got, and we’re go­
ing to give them every­
thing we’ve got Saturday 
night — just like we’ve 
done all year/'
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Bruising 
Runners
Valdosta running back 

Willie Lewis (1) and 
Wildcat tailback Tony 
Anderson (r) are among 
the leading rushers in Re­
gion 1, with many of their 
yards being gained by 
running through defend­
ers. The bruising backs 
are an integral part of the 
VHS offense, and they’ve 
saved many a drive by 
getting that valuable first 
down.

Valdosta’s Backs
Are Hyder-Tough

By ROGER B. BROWN ^" po<<A ra i n i n a rnnrlifin

Times Staff W riter
When it comes to runn­

ing backs, Valdosta High 
head coach Nick Hyder 
gets offensive about how 
they’re treated compared 
to most other positions on 
the football fiela.

“Running backs are the 
least-protected, according 
to the rules, than anv other 
person on the field,“’Hyder 
said. “They can get 
clipped from behind, 
socked below the waist and 
grabbed by anything other 
than their face mask.

“You can kill the runn­
ing back by hitting him 
any way that you can, but 
let's not block below the 
waist,” Hyder added. 
“That’s why we feel like 
our running backs have to 
be tough.”

As far as toughness goes, 
the Wildcats have a fit-

ness-training condition
system that rivals many 
colleges. It's broken down 
into four categories — 
strength, speed, agility 
and endurance — and 
points are awarded on how 
well the athlete does in 
each category.

T imes staff Photo

It goes even a little 
deeper than that, with 
added incentives such as 
t-shirts, trophies and pla­
ques, from the junior high 
ranks on up through the 
varsity. When a player is 
through with all of his 
tests, he’s placed in one of 
six categories.

These are the TomCats 
(100 points), the Winners 
Club (125 points), the 
Champions Club (150 
points), the SuperCats (175 
points), the Superior Cats 
(200 points) and the Top 
Cats (225)

orce’ To Be With ’Cats’ Defense
The Top Cats category 

was just added when 
halfback Willie Lewis blew . 
the system apart by scal­
ing out at 235 points — the 
highest total ever regis­
tered in Hyder’s 20 years 
at this type of conditioning. 
Defensive end Earnest

Lool’ Folsom And John Porter Fly For VHS

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Staff W riter

And may the force be 
with you.

Vaidosta's defense has 
been that force all season 
long in its romp to a 
sparkling 14-0 record.

The “Portergeist” de­
fense, featuring “Kool and 
the Gang” in the second­
ary, has been through it all 
in four years of varsity 
play at Valdosta High. 
Tonight, they’ll face 
Athens-Clarke Central in 
the state championship 
game at 8 p.m. at Cleve­
land Field's Death Valley.

This is the second time 
around for some the de­
fensive players such as 
John Porter, Derrick 
“Kool” Folsom, James 
Wakefield and David 
Thomas, who are going 
after the state title on their 
home field.

In 1981, the Tats de­
feated Atlanta-Peachtree 
10-7 to claim VHS head 
coach Nick Hyder’s first 
undisputed title at the 
school. Those guys, along 
with several others, were 
freshman on that team.

Now, four years later, 
they’ll try to conclude their 
careers the same way they 
started — by winning the 
state title. But it won’t be 
an easy task, according to 
VHS defensive coordinator 
Jack Rudolph, who says 
“Clarke Central is their 
(the ’Cats) biggest

challenge yet. ”
The senior-laden defense 

will lose eight starters to 
graduation, and five of 
those have been playing 
together since the pee-wee 
league, according to 
Rudolph. That, he says, is 
one of the keys to this 
year's defense.

“They have a great feel­
ing of togetherness, which 
gives them outstanding 
chemistry and an inate 
ablility to blend together,'' 
Rudolph said. “Since I’ve 
had them in the ninth 
grade, they’ve worked 
extremely hard to want to 
accomplish something 
before leaving Valdosta.

“They wanted to be 
remembered as one of the 
top teams to ever play 
here, and they are very 
close to attaining their 
goal,” Rudolph added. 
“Were at the point now 
where we have the un­
answered question. And, 
what lies in store is what 
keeps you wake at night 
wondering about it. The 
question that you ask 
yourself is if you have 
peaked already, or can you 
do it for one more week?'

There were several 
question marks that Val­
dosta had to fill before the 
start of the season, with 
the departure of nose 
guard Leon Johnson, cor­
nerback Aundray Irvin 
and linebacker Frank 
Abney.

“The guvs who took their 
place really matured and 
came through for us,” 
Rudolph said “The 
togetherness of the unit 
probably compensated for 
some of the gaps until the 
guys gained some con­
fidence.

“You’re only as strong 
as your weakest link on 
defense, and the other kids 
were willing to pay the 
price while some of the 
youger guys came 
around.” Rudolph added. 
“You must make sure that 
you have other kids who 
can take up the slack, and 
help out to make the 
weakness a strength.”

In the last eight 
quarters, Valdosta has

shutout
“Our defense has played 

with a consistent, high 
level of intensity all year,” 
said head coach Nick

Manghrum also topped 200 
points with a 215 total. 
Before Lewis’ feat, Superi 
or Cat was the highest 

I level a player could attain.
“We've always believed 

big play all season long in the theory that a top 
and that has come through physical athlete can come 
hard work in practice. back quicker from an inju- 

“We've stood the test of , ry, and to survive they’ve 
10 regular season got to be tough,” Hyder 
challenges and four post said. “Another thing that 
season challenges and we we believe in is quickness, 
haven't been able to look and we feel like a well-

Hyder. “They’ve made the 
big play all season lonp 
and that has come througl

past any of them,” Hyder 
added.

said. “Another thing that
we believe in is quickness.

conditioned athlete is 
much quicker than just 
your average player.

held its opponents score­
less, giving up just 14 
points in four games. De­
fending state champion 
Tift County got its only 
score when the Tats 
fumbled at their own 25. It 
took them nine plays to 
push it in for a score, with 
the drive being kept alive 
by a third-down pass inter­
ferencepenalty.

Colquitt County got the 
only other score late in the 
game (with 26 seconds 
left) on a 53-yard pass 
against the reserves in the 
region championship 
game, and those were the 
last points scored on the 
Tats. In the last two 
weeks, Warner Robins and 
Statesboro have both been

Lewis led the Tats in 
rushing during the regular 
season, and finished third 
in the region, carrying 112 
times for 731 yards and 10 
touchdowns, for a team­
leading 6.5 average per 
carry. In post-season play, 
Lewis has carried 49 times 
for 235 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Tony Anderson, who 
missed the first two games 
and didn’t play in half of 
two others, teams with 
Lewis in the backfield to 
form a dangerous tandem. 
Anderson still managed to 
pick up 725 yards on 133 
carries, for a 5.9 average 
per attempt. He led the 
Cats in scoring with 14 

touchdowns during the 
regular season. In four 
post-season games, An­
derson has slashed for 406 
yards on 69 totes and 
scored six touchdowns



Wildcat History
Fan Has F^na Mei■emeries >f Storied Past

BvJOHN B. LASTI N G EK 
Special To The Times

At first, I was quite 
flattered that The Times 
asked me to do this piece, 
but then I realized I was 
one of the few guys old 
enough to remember any 
of this stuff.

I have always been 
somewhat of a “nut” about 
Wildcat football, a disease 
I came about honestly. 
You see. I was born at the 
old Little-Griffin Hospital 
which was one block from 
Cleveland Field; Dad was 
a former Wildcat and 
mother a teacher at Val­
dosta High School. It must 
have been osmosis.

Valdosta's first state 
championship was in 1940, 
that is, the first recognized 
by the Georgia High School 
Association.

However, back in 1920 
the team journeyed to 
Athens and defeated 
Athens High in a “post­
season" contest.

Maxwell Oliver, a 
former Valdosta mayor, 
remembered it well 
because in those days it 
took wo days to drive to 
Athens.

My first recollection of a 
championship was, of 
course, the 1940 team that 
defeated Cedartown 21-0. 
Although too young to be in 
attendance, I’ve heard it 
discussed many times.

“Big Lou" Blanton, our 
giant tackle, picked up the 
opening kickoff and pro­
mptly fumbled it to 
Cedartown. Lou still eats 
with those hands which 
have served him well over 
the years.

The 1947 champs were

on that team. Billy Grant 
and Sonny Stephenson 
were the stars, but tackle 
Sam Register provided 
most of the laughs.

We played Gainesville 
High in Albany for the 
state championship and 
spent the night at Radium 
Springs famous resort.

It was there that Sam 
Register and I attempted 
to fight a gas space heater 
in one of the cottages.

After many unsuccessful 
attempts with a match it 
finally caught with a loud 
pooof!! I looked up in time 
to catch Sam Register 
bursting through a latched 
screen door. Fortunately, 
Sam was not as fearful of 
Gainesville as we won 
24-12.

Valdosta followed with 
consecutive champion-

ship in 1952 and 53, play­
ing m two Peanut Bowls in 
Columbus. Familiar 
names like Joe Wilson. 
Noel George, Sonny 
Shroyer, Sammy Hardin 
and Bobby Renfroe made 
names for themselves.

All of them were once 
good-looking guys, but 
plaving without face 
masks finally got ’em

Two straight champion­
ships followed in 1956-57. 
When names like Robert 
Johnson, Dale Williams 
and Ben Smith were 
household words. We de­
feated Rockmart for the 
state behind. QB Bozey 
Thomat who .replaced 
starter Dale Williams who 
suffered a kidney injury 
the week before against 
Thomasville. .

The 1960-61-62 era saw 
the Cats roll to 36 consecu­
tive wins and three state 
crowns behind such names 
as Billy Schroyer, Bi) 
Myddleton, Bruce Bennett 
aiidSj^Oves.

Perhaps the funniest in­
cident was halfback Giles 
Smith ^ho accepted a 
five-yard penalty, negating 
a 9-yard Richmond 
Academy punt and 
excellent field position.
’ Giles promptly returned 
the ensuing unit 65 yards 
for a touchdown. Coach 
Bazemore later said, 
“Giles scored because he 
was running for his hfeF’

1965 and 1966 brought 
two more state c hampions 
to VHS. I rode in Woack 
of a chartered bus to 
Athens in 1965 with Billy 
Grant and the late Julian 
Tucker to see the Cats 
defeat. Athens 14-13. 
Marietta was the victim in 
1966, 14-3 highlighted by 
John Copeland’s 
monumental. 76-yard punt 
return.

We journeyed to Grant 
Field in Atlanta in 1968, 
defeated Forest Park 37-12 
and absolutely froze to 
death. I have never been 
so cold in my life as the 
WAGA-TV thermometer 
showed 17 degrees at 
kickoff-

We settled for co-champs 
in 1969 as Andy Johnson 
led a furious Athens High 
comeback to tie us 26-26. 
An eight-year-old John 
Lastinger cried all the way 
home.. Who said a tie was 
like kissing your sister?

Who can forget the 1971 
title game, Bazemore’s 
last, a 62-12 triumph over 
Avondale. Stanley Bounds 
packed them silly with 
Stan Rome on the receiv 
ingend.

That team scored 629 
potato in 13 ballgames and 
became national champi­
ons.

Nick Hyder’s 1977. team 
made it to the finals 
against Clarke Central 
losing a heartbreaker 16-14 
as they hissed a last sec­
ond field goal try.

The Cats were right back 
in the championship fight 
in 1978 winners of 13 games 
straight, but again settled 
for a co-chairmanship 
when the Griffin Bears 
rallied for a 7-7 tie.

Valdosta fans were dis­
appointed, but respectful 
for a fine Griffin team with 
athletes like Willie Gault 

■^‘M^i^U., .

1982 became Valdosta’s 
finest year ever as the 
Cats rolled to a 15-0 record, 
the most games ever won 
in a season, highlighted by 
Herbert Lowe s last 
minute field goal to defeat 
Atlanta Peaentree 10-7.

Georgia’s great kicker. 
Kevin Butler, spent the 
night with us and was 
among the first to reach 
Herbert" Lowe as the game 
ended.

As a kicker, he re- J 
cognized the pressure on 
that kick, but a$ al 
longtime fan, I appreci­
ated what that victory 
meant f8r Nick Hyder ... 
an albatross haa been 
removed from around his 
neck.

Valdosta’s record has 
truly been amazing. Think 
of it in terms of this 
senseless piece of trivia. 
Anybody who entered VHS 
since 1943 and played on 
the football team all four- 
years was involved in slate 
playoff games

w
3*1

■i^
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Doctor. . <
By EARL PERKINS

Trainer Most Important ’Cats?
Times Staff Writer

One of the primary reasons 
the Valdosta Wildcats win so 
many football could be the fact 
they ve got such a good doctor 
and trainer, according to VHS 
head coach Nick Hyder.

“At all points you've got to 
be concerned with the physical 
aspects of the players,” he 
said. “They're human beings 
and not machines.

“And we’ve got to be con­
cerned about preventive as 
well as corrective medicine. 
This is where Dr. (Jose) 
Campa, (trainer) Jim Bur­
roughs and the other physi­
cians come in.”

Campa, Burroughs and a 
host of Valdosta doctors have 
been closely studying the Cats’ 
health throughout the season, 
and they should be doing so up 
to kickoff Friday night Kickoff 
is set for 8 p m. at Cleveland 
Field, where the ’Cats play the 
Statesboro Blue Devils for the 
south Georgia high school 
championship.

Valdosta is the No. 1-ranked 
■ team in Georgia according to 
The Associated Press, and it’s 
No. 1 in the nation in this 
week's USA Today list. But the 
llth-year VHS mentor knows 
everything comes back to the 
health of his athletes.

“I’d like to stress that Dr. 
Campa is an orthopedic sur­
geon who specializes in sports
medicine,” he said. “He’s with 
us every ' -day to take care of

anybody’s problems. And he 
helps set up things with
specialists, if that’s what is 
needed.”

Hyder also noted the athletes 
aren t forced to use Campa as 
their doctor, although almost 
every athlete at Valdosta 
works through the man who’s 
been with the ’Cats for 12 
vears. Campa has certainly 
been an asset in many ways to 
the Valdosta football program 
and the health of its athletes, 
according to Hyder.

“We try to rehabilitate as 
much as we can, but prevent­
ing injuries is our primary 
concern,” he said. “It all ties 
together, and that’s why Dr. 
Campa always has input into 
our conditioning program.

“We had a youngster with a 
neck problem, and he saw 
where we didn’t have enough 
neck exercises. So now we 
work on the Nautilus machine 
in the high school and junior 
high. But that’s just one 
example of how he helps us. ‘’

Hyder made the point that 
many Wildcat athletes.recover 
quickly from injuries, and he 
attributed this to their in­
tensive training which goes 
throughout the year. He also 
said extremely sIqw recovery 
usually means the player was 
in poor condition, although he 
noted there are exceptions to 
the rule.

Campa came into the Wildcat 
program in 1972, when Charley 
Greene had just taken over for

retiring head coach Wright
Bazemore. And the job of
helping Valdosta players as a 
physician can be a challenging 
and rewarding experience, 
according to Campa

“Usually I’m the one in­
volved with the physicals, and 
this means that about 98 per­
cent of the athletes on the high 
school and junior high level 
come to my office,” he said. “I 
check their eyes, look for 
deformities, check their teeth. 
And if I find anything, I report 
it to the parents and the 
coaches.”

C^mpa is aided in his en­
deavors by many doctors at 
South Georgia Medical Center.
Dr. Briggs Smith helps with 
ears, nose and throat, while Dr.
Ben Moye is consulted on the 
eyes and Dr. William Broad­
foot studies teeth. But when 
you talk about winning football 
games and good health, the 
program must begin at a very 
early age, according to Campa.

“We start a conditioning 
program on the junior high 
level — that’s the time to 
initiate the program on the 
players, not the in high 
school.” he said. “That’s the 
way we’ve developed some of 
the great athletes we have. ”

Coaches, trainers and man­
agers are lectured at South 
Georgia Medical Center on 
first aid, cardiopulmonary re- 
scucitation and taking care of 
the athletes' nutrition. The 
‘Cats receive aid from all

sectors of the community and
the players always give 100 
percent, but there s still more 
to building a program, ac­
cording to Campa.

“It would be useless if we 
didn't have a good trainer like 
Jim Burroughs, along with the 
managers and student

is.
trainers,” he said. “I get great 
help from Mr. Burrough:

"We keep a record of all 
injuries that happen in 
practice, what position the 
player was in, when it hap-
pened and the time of recov­
ery.”

These factors have certainly
the 

of on
contributed to keeping 
’Cats on the field instead
the training table, but there are 
a few other aids the doctor and 
trainer employ. They help 
supervise the weight training, 
provide medications and even 
counsel on emotional problems 
on occasion.

And concern for the well­
being of Valdosta’s football 
players is no less apparent 
when you talk to Burroughs 
than when discussing the sub­
ject with Campa.

“What we try to do is prevent 
injuries before they get 
started,” he said. “If you do 
that, you don’t have to treat 
them as long (when they do
happen).

“As the season progresses, 
the number of injuries in­
creases, and this is usually due 
primarily to a letdown on the

player's part.”
The letdown almost certainly

comes from the lengthy season 
in Georgia high school football. 
The Wildcats have won all their 
games thus far, but the im­
portant fact could be that 
they've played in 13 ballgames. 
Burroughs noted the Wildcats 
are probably in better condi­
tion than they were last year, 
but that injuries are still a part 
of the game.

Tf an injury does occur. I 
make my evaluation and I 
forward it on to Dr. Campa.” 
he said. “What we trv to do is 
put their health and welfare 
above all else.

"We’ve held some people out 
who probably could have 
played, but it was probably to 
their, advantage to hold them 
out until they were fully- 
recovered. And all the coaches 
have the welfare of the players 
in mind. They want the players 
to play, but they realize if 
they're injured they can’t play 
up to their capability.”

Burroughs also said he and 
Dr. Campa would have a dif­
ficult job if it weren't for South 
Georgia Medical Center physi­
cal therapist Andy Whither, 
along with the Wildcat student 
trainers and managers. Seniors 
Martine Campa and Allen 
Robinson were singled out as 
being of utmost assistance 
when aid was demanded in key 
situations this season.

&0
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Trainer Jim Burroughs Assists LB John Porter Times Staff Photo
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Champions
1984 Wildcats Moving Into Realm Of Legends

By The Associated Press 
Valdosta High's 1984 football 

team has moved into the realm 
of legend with other Wildcat 
squads, and West Rome has 
become only the second school 
to win three consecutive state 
championships.

The top-ranked, undefeated 
Wildcats added to. their lore 
Saturday night as Tony Ah 
derson scored two fourth­
quarter touchdowns to give 
them a 21-14 victory over No. 4 
Clarke Central in the Georgia 
High School Association's Class 
AAAA championship game.

West Rome got two TDs from 
Joe McCluskey within 1:25 of 
the third quarter, and the 
Chieftains held on to wyi the 
Class AA title with a 14-7 
victory over No. 5 Mary 
Persons, tying Valdosta’s re­
cord of three consecutive state 
titles.

In Class AAA, No. 2 Thomson 
made No. 1 Marist a brides­
maid for the fourth time in six 
yehrs as the Bulldogs came 
away with a 27-17 victory.

No. 1 Greenville finished an 
undefeated season by beating 
No. 2 Lincoln County 19-7 for 
the Class A title.

Valdosta had been a unani­
mous pick as the best Class 
AAAA team in the state since 
late September. But it was 
Clarke Central which appeared

on the verge of the state crown 
Saturday night on Valdosta’s 
home field.

The Gladiators were leading 
14-7 in the fourth quarter when 
Anderson went to work, scoring 
from 2 yards out with 9:57 left 
in the game. John Porter’s 
extra point tied it.

Penalties stalled Clarke’s 
next possession, and when 
Brack Rowe got off a short 
punt, Anderson returned it 32 
yards to the Gladiators’ 3-yard 
line.

From there it took four 
plays, but with 6:22 left An­
derson leaped into the end zone 
from the 1, giving the Wildcats 
the victory.

“This was a special ball 
game.” said Anderson. “This is 
what you work for all summer 
long. You always work toward 
a state and national champion­
ship — and tonight, we got 
both.” Valdosta is ranked No. 1 
in the nation by USA Today.

Anderson, a junior, also 
scored the Wildcats’ first 
touchdown on a 1-yard run in 
the first quarter.

After Anderson’s third TD, 
Clarke Central had another 
opportunity, but on a 
fourth-and-2 at the Valdosta 45, 
Seaborn Williams stopped 
Richard .Jewell for a 1-yard 
loss and Valdosta was able to 
run out the clock.

Times S»aff Photo by Laura Harns

James Wakefield (IMP And Ernest Manghram Chased Down Glads AH Night

as he scored twice on offense 
and intercepted two passes on 
defense. Matthews’ second in­
terception and second TD 
sealed the victory and the 
Patriots’ undefeated season.

Lincoln trailed 13-7, but was 
marching to a potentially 
game-winning touchdown when 
Matthews stepped in front of a 
Steve Harmon pass, giving the

“We had a chance. I’m really 
proud of our boys’ effort,” said 
Clarke Central Coach Billy 
Henderson. “But give credit to 
the Valdosta offense. They did 
the iob; they deserve it.”

This year’s championship is 
the 18th for Valdosta, and the 
Wildcats’ second undefeated 
season in two years. Clarke 
Central finished the year at 
13-2.

Earlier this year, West Rome 
saw its winning streak snapped 
at 37 games, one short of an 
apparent state record. But the 
Chieftains recovered from that 
loss to win their next 10 games, 
most by decisive margins, and 
head to Forsyth for the cham­
pionship game against late- 
blooming Mary Persons.

The game also had West 
Rome Coach Rodney Walker 
facing Mary Persons' Dan 
Pitts, who coached Walker in 
high school.

After the victory, Walker 
said, “I knew we were going to 
have to earn it. It's a great 
feeling, the best feeling I've 
ever had in athletics.”

Mary Persons held the 
explosive Chieftain offense 
scoreless until 6:16 remained in
the third quarter, but Mc­
Cluskey capped a 62-yard, 13- 
play drive with a 12-yard re­

quarterbackcaption from 
David Grier.

Patriots the ball at their own 40 
yard line.

Seven plays later. Matthews 
took off on a 37-yard TD run, 
giving Greenville an insur­
mountable 19-7 lead with only 1 
minute left in the game.

The victory capped 
Greenville’s first-ever un­
defeated year, a goal set before 
the season by Coach Dwight

West Rome took the lead 1:25 
later, set up by Spencer 
Hammond’s recovery of Albert 
Brown's fumble on the ensuing 
kickoff. .

McCluskey again scored, this 
time on a 12-yard run and the 
Chieftains had their third 
straight title.

After a first half filled with 
fumbles and penalties, Walker 
said, “I told them we couldn't 
self-destruct. We were self­
destructing in the first half. We 
were moving the ball and we 
needed to keep doing that.’’

Mary Persons’ Pitts said: 
“We weren't able to get the 
ball back and when we did get 
it we weren’t able to do any-
thing.”

West Rome, which finished 
at 14-1, began its championship 
string in 1982 with a 7-6 victory 
over Mary Persons. The 
Bulldogs closed the season at 
11-4.

Marist has been in the Class 
AAA championship four of the 
last six years and entered 
Saturday’s game at home 
ranked first and undefeated.

But just as in the other three 
finals, the War Eagles came 
awav with second place.

After giving up three first- 
half fumbles, Marist appeared 
ready to stage a comeback in 
the second half, closing to 
13-10. Mike Ingram re-

Hochstetler.
Lincoln Coach Larry 

Campbell said the Red Devils 
lost the game when they fell 
behind 13-0

“We had never been in that 
situation before." he said. 
“When we did get behind, we 
got away from our game plan, 
and I'll take full responsibility 
for that.

established Thomson’s 
momentum, however, when he 
caught a tipped pass and 
eluded the secondary for a 
66-yard touchdown early in the 
fourth quarter.

“That was the one that took 
us out of the game.” said 
Marist Coach Dean Hargis. 
“Our kid hit him (quarterback 
Terry Pettis) right before he 
released the ball, our 
linebacker batted the ball, and 
he (Ingram) still catches the 

• thing.
“I look up, and I can’t 

believe it. I can’t ask any more 
from our kids than that.’’

Thomson also got a 31-yard 
scoring pass from Pettis to 
Jerry Mays and a 32-yard run 
by Pettis to take a 13-3 halftime 
lead.

“Marist did play the run, like 
we knew they would, and we 
had the kid open two times 
deep in the first half,’’ said 
Thomson Coach Luther Welsh. 
“They just dropped back, we 
threw underneath... All year 
long we’ve had a big-play 
offense. They’ve come through 
when they’ve had to.”

The Bulldogs ended the year 
at 15-0 and with their first state 
championship since back-to- 
back Class A titles in 1967 and 
1968. Marist finished at 14-1.

In Class A, Willie Matthews 
gave Greenville its state title
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Valdost Coach Nick Hyder after the Wildcats 
clinched the state championship.

RUDOLPH VS, REFEREE — Defensive the referee as wide receiver Randy Bell looks

^nuBMtfSfirit 
Edge For Wildcats

Riding North on Ashley Street on Saturday, there was a neon 
sign flashing brightly in the early evening, and it was directed 
primarily at a group of visitors from the north Georgia town of 
Athens. .

It read “Welcome To Death Valley, Clarke Central Gladiators, 
Until 8:01.” The welcome was certainly there, but the veiled 
threat of doom hung strongly in the misty December night. No. 1. 
It has a beautiful ring to it, doesn’t it?

Football fans in Winnersville USA expect nothing less and 
they’ll tolerate nothing less. But they’ve found cause to rejoice 
this weekend, with Valdosta High’s 21-14 win over Clarke Central 
for the Georgia AAAA high school championship.

The Saturday night contest was witnessed by a more-than- 
capacity crowd at Cleveland Field, which goes by the appellation 
Death Valley — the place that swallows victims who VHS fans 
call outsiders. The No. 4-ranked Gladiators may have been 
invited to spend a short time in the gloaming of Valdosta, but the 
welcome was anything but heartwarming for Central fans.

The ’Cats have been ranked No. 1 in Georgia by The Associated 
Press poll throughout the 1984 season, and they were moved atop 
USA Today's Super 25 national rankings late in the season.

Few high school football fans are more rabid than those living 
here, where the Valdosta Touchdown Club claims approximately 
1.200 members. People who attend the weekly meetings during 
the season might be treated to anything from watching game 
films to discussing the ’Cats’ storied past, according to president 
Jon Burch.

“This one was started in 1945, and has grown through the 
years,” he said. “And the members come from all over. Last 
year we had a lady visit her daughter (in Valdosta), and she lives 
in London, England.

“We have one fan who was at Moody (Air Force Base), who 
lives in Virginia. He’s been one of our biggest backers for 15 or 20 
years. But the large concentration (of members) is here in 
Valdosta.”

The group’s primary functions are taking care of housing and 
feeding the Valdosta team at camp, holding a midseason cookout 
and holding the major banquet after the season ends.

But the beginning of the season might be traced to March, 
when the touchdown club provides a supper for the team during 
spring practice. This teed comes on the night of the 
has-been-will-be game. This gridiron encounter has the seniors 
battling the younger players, and it’s scheduled midway through 
the spring workouts. However, the touchdown club had a very 
narrow view of its function going into Saturday’s game, 
according to Burch.

“Our main project right now is to win (state),” he said. “We've 
been contacting people about marquee signs around town 
welcoming Clarke Central. And we had some Paw Power signs 
printed up to hand out to some people at the game. ”

The club rarely holds meetings during the offseason, unless you 
count banquets and special sessions as convocations. But the 
Wildcat spirit lasts year-round in Winnersville USA, according to
Burch. t ,

“It’s quite interesting to go to out-of-town games where the 
interest is greater for the out-of-town team than for the home 
team,” he said. “And coach (Nick) Hyder certainly gives us a lot 
of credit (for helping the team) every chance he gets. We try to 
do as much as we can for the team when they need something. ’ ’

SPIRITUAL ’CATS — One facet of the Wildcat program that 
hasn’t been overly publicized over the years is the spiritual 
aspect of the team, which could be the single most important, 
according to Hyder.

“Reverend Jim Pitts of the First Baptist Church of Valdosta, or 
one of his staff, conducts a devotion before each game which is 
always verv timely and appropriate ” he said. “They’re held at 
Cleveland Field at 7 p.m. when we play at home, and in the VHS 
Little Theatre before leaving on road trips. The topics always 
relate to Christian values, and moral and ethical standards.’

Pitts’ assistants, also all reverends at First Baptist, are 
education director Mike Weaver, music director Robin Rousch
and youth and activities director Roy Dobyns.

But when looking to win football games consistently in a 
bruising sport that injures many people, it might be hard for 
some to draw parallels between the gridiron and God, but not for 
Hyder.

“Our No. 1 objective is to teach Christian character, which is 
consistent with their priorities,” he said. “We place God first, 
family second, academics third and the Wildcats fourth. We’ve 
worked real hard to keep those priorities in the proper order.”

AND EVEN MORE CATS — All the coaches over at VHS, and 
on the junior high level, certainly deserve singling out for 
outstanding jobs in developing the talent that’s made Valdosta 
No. 1 in the nation. But Hyder would surely want two staff 
members to be pushed to the forefront as the season ends.

Jose Campa nas been team doctor to the ’Cats for 12 seasons, 
and Jim Burroughs has been their trainer for more than seven 
years. And Hyder notes these two Wildcats could be among the 
most important he relies on for support.

“At all points, we’ve got to be concerned with the physical 
aspects of the players,” he said. “You’ve got to realize those are 
human being out there, and not machines.”

And there certainly won’t be a true loser emerging from the 
weekend contest. These teams are so into football that a loss just 
gives them a bigger reason to come back stronger the next 
season. , L x .

So the boys riding the bus back to Athens will have a long trip 
to think about next year, while America’s No. 1 team rejoices in 
victory. Long live the ruling ’Cats - until next year.

^.

POST-GAME HANDSHAKE — Clarke Central 
Coach Billy Henderson and Valdosta Toun-

CONGRATULATORY PAT — Wildcat Jeff Davis gets con-
gratuiations after the ’Cats fought back from a 14-7 deficit in the 
third quareter to defeat Clarke Central 21-14. .
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CRUSHING THE INTERCEPTION — Valdosta Wide Receiver 
Mack McGuyrt pulls down Clarke Central Defensive Back Amp 
Foster after Foster intercepted a Valdosta pass in the second

W quarter

TENSE MOMENT FOR HYDER - Wildcat Head Coach Nick

4QW'«^

ANDERSON IN FLIGHT 
i — Wildcat running back 
। Tony Anderson dodges a 
I Clarke Central Defender 
। enroute to picking up 
I yardage for VHS in its 

21-14 conquest for the 
state crown.





Anderson Man Of The Game 
Hauling In Winning Reception

By ELLIS POPE 
Special to the Tinies

Game-breaker Tony Anderson did it one 
more time Saturday night and it was, by 
far, the biggest play-buster of the season. 
The state championship was waiting in 
the endzone.

With Valdosta and Clarke-Central 
locked jaw-to-jaw, 14-14, and 8:11 left to 
play, Anderson hauled in a punt at the 
Gladiator 40-yard line, weaved his way to 
the right side line and unleashed his 
bruising speed through the Clarke-Central 
defense to the Gladiator three-yard line. 
With the ball sitting just three yards away 
from the go-ahead touchdown, the Valdos­
ta stands erupted with enough enthusiasm 
to wake the dead, or in the case of 
Valdosta, a ghost or two.

.“It was a short punt and I knew I would 
have a chance to run it back,’’ Anderson 
said. “When I cut to mv right, I saw it 
open up and I just turned it on I thought I 
was going to be able to run it in the 
endzone, but I didn’t see the punter 
coming over until it was too late. He got 
me at the there, but I knew we were going 
to score then.”

Valdosta did socre, although it took 
several plays to maneuver the three 
yards. Anderson got the call from the one 
on third down and dove over for the 
go-ahead TD.

Anderson got the chance to be a 
game-breaker when this Wildcat defense 
kept the Gladiators backed up near their 
own endzone and forced a punt from the 
Clarke-Central four-hard line. Clarke 
Central was trying to overcome a holding 
penalty by attempting a pass from their 
16 when they found themselves in even 
worse shape. Wildcat defensive tackle 
Jimmy Lewis chased Gladiator 
quarterback Chris Morocco out of the 
pocket and drove him out of bounds for an 
eight-yard loss. But Morocco com­
pounded the situation by attempting to 
pass before Lewis nailed him. The 
problem was Morocco having no receiver 
in sight and being flagged for intentional 
grounding.The ball was moved back to 
the three-yard line setting the stage for 
Anderson’s punt return.

“We were in a defense where I was 
supposed to read and react,’’ Lewis said. 
“I saw the quarterback roll out a little so 
( just went with him. We came out ready

to play the second hall.
After Valdosta’s initial scoring thrust in 

the first quarter, the Wildcats had done 
little the remainder of the first half that 
would lend themselves to being called 
national champs. Clarke-Central had 
driven the ball tor the tying score in the 
second quarter and had marched 78-yards 
to take a 14-7 lead in the third period with 
3:51 left.

“I think the thing that scares me the 
most about Clarke-Central,” said Valdos­
ta defensive coordinator Jack Rudolph 
before the game, “is their ability to drive 
the ball on us with sustained drives and 
keep the ball away from us. We don’t 
know who can out-muscle who. You can t 
tell that by looking at a film. ”

After Clarke-Central had taken the lead 
following the 78-yard drive that Rudolph 
had feared, the Wildcat offense decided it 
was time to show the muscle that had put 
them in the state title game with a 14-0 
record. The Wildcats, behind the running 
of Anderson and Willie Lewis, and the 
passing of Berke Holtzclaw, put together 
a nifty 80-yard drive for a touchdown 
following the Gladiator’s score that took 
the steam out of Clarke-Central.
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Gladiators Not
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Times Staff Writer
There's an old cliche that says, “When 

the going gets tough, the tough get 
going.”

The going got plenty tough for the 
Valdosta Wildcats here Saturday night at 
Cleveland Field, and they had to 
overcome a 14-7 third-quarter deficit to 
pull out a 21-14 win over Clarke Central in 
a classic championship matchup to claim 
the class AAAA state title before 12.500 
fans.

Tony Anderson scored all three of 
Valdosta’s touchdowns to lead the 
Wildcats to their 18th state title since 
1940, and fourth national championship 
since 1962.

“This was a great win for our team and 
it culminates everything that we’ve 
worked on since our loss to Tifton last
year," Hyder said. “We are very proud of 
these youngsters and they worked very 
hard for this championship.” 

Clarke Central seemed Ito have things
well in hand about midway in the third 
quarter when Doug Davenport dove in 
from two yards to give the Gladiators the 
lead for the first time in the game. Chip 
McGinley added the conversion attempt 
to give Clarke a 14-7 advantage with 3:51 
left in the third quarter.

But, that's when the Cats went to work 
and showed what they're worth, putting 
together a classic 18-play, 80-yard drive, 
which started in the third period and 
finished in the fourth period.

The drive consumed almost eight 
minutes off the clock and featured several 
big passing plays from senior 
quarterback Berke Holtzclaw . Anderson 
got the honors on a two-yard dive with 
9:57 left to play.

On a fourth down and four play at the 
Gladiators' 24, Holtzclaw connected with 
Hosea Heard for seven yards and a first 
down at the 17.

Three plays later. Hotzclaw did it again 
on a third down and seven on the 13. when 
he hit Willie Lewis for 11 yards a first 
down in the 1. Anderson got the honors 
three plays later with 9:57 left in the 
game. John Porter came on to add the 
conversion and tie the game at 14-14.

That's when old momentum decided to 
sw itch sides.

Clarke Central took over at its own 20 
following the kickoff on what both head 
coaches called the most crucial series of 
the game. David Perno picked up 10 
yards on first down, but from that point 
bn the Gladiators moved steadih 
backward.

On first down at the 30, Clarke was 
charged with a holding penalty, moving 
the ball back to the 15. On the very next 
play. Quarterback Chris Morocco was 
chargea for intentional grounding and the 
ball was moved back to the three 
following the penalty.

Clarke Central picked up only one yard 
in two plays and was forced to punt. 
Punter Brack Rowe got off a low, short 
kick and Anderson raced the punt back 37 
yards to the Gladiators three-yard line.
* It took the 'Cats three plays to push it in 
for the score, with Anderson getting the 
honors once again on a one-yard dive with 
6:22 left in the contest. Porter added the 
final points of the game with his con­
version to give Valdosta the final 21-14 
verdict

“I can't explain exactly what happened 
to us in the final quarter.” said Clarke 
Central head coach Billy Henderson. 
“Penalties proved to be the biggest 

• difference in the game and we made them 
at the wrong time.

“You have to give Valdosta credit for 
hanging in there and taking advantage of

Tough
nation in pulling out the win.

"We made some clutch plays and that 
showed a lot of character alter falling 
behind in the second half,” Hyder added. 
“Our priorities held firm and true and we 
stayed on course with what we wanted to 
do. This was a maximum team effort 
from everybody involved.”

Valdosta got on the scoreboard first on 
its initial drive of the game by driving 44 
yards in five plays. Anderson smashed in 
for the touchdown from 1-yard out with 
8:43 left in the first period. Porter added 
the conversion and Valdosta led 7-0.

Clarke Central came back to knot the 
count in the second period by moving 67 
yards in eight plays. Morocco capped the 
drive on a 1-yard sneak and John Kasay 
added the point after to tie the game at 7-7 
with 6:07 left in the first half.

Clarke Central had one other scoring 
opportunity slip away in the first half 
when Morocco threw a bad pitch to 
Davenport on a third down and eight play 
from the Valdosta 19 and James 
Wakefield recovered for the ’Cats.

“They hit some big passes on us in the

“This was a great win for our team 
and it culminates everything that 
we’ve worked on since our loss to 
Tifton last year. We are very proud of 
these youngsters and they worked 
very hard for this championship... 
Our spiritual fitness and three other 
dimensions were very much in evi­
dence tonight...We just hung in there 
and the kids showed great determina­
tion in pulling out the win.” — 
Valdosta Head Coach Nick Hyder.

the opportunities when they got the 
chance." Henderson added. “They have a 
fine football team and deserved to win the

Clarke Central came back with one last 
drive, but tailback Richard Jewell was 
thrown for a one-yard loss by Valdosta 
defensive end Seaborn Williams at the 
'Cat 45 with 3:28 left in the game.

Valdosta's offense controlled the ball 
for the rest of the game and ran out the 
clock to claim its second state title in 
three years.

“Our spiritual fitness and three other 
dimensions were very much in evidence 
tonight." Hyder said. “We just hung in 
there and the kids showed great determ i-

first half and it kind of surprised us." said 
Valdosta defensive coordinator Jack 
Rudolph. “We made some big plays like 
we have all season long and that showed 
great determination by our kids.

“They did a good job of executing, but 
we started putting good pressure on the 
quarterback and it helped our second­
ary,” Rudolph added. “It was a total 
team effort because our offense really 
turned it (the game) around for us in the 
second half and helped the defense to get 
its second win."

With the win. the 'Cats improved their 
seasonal slate to a perfect 15-0 and it ties 
them with the 1982 team for the best 
record in the history of the school s rich 
football tradition.

Enough For No. 1 ’Cats
l/DZi

“We are very proud of this team and 
they've had an outstanding season." 
Hyder said. "This is the wav a state 
championship game ought to be played 
and we beat a very good football team 
tonight.

“I thought both teams gave the max­
imum effort and we just made a few more 
more big plays.” Hyder said. “The teams 
were very evenly matched and we just 
made the most of our breaks, which is the 
mark of a good team.

“We got a supreme effort from the guys 
and we feel like everybody that is 
associated with our program has a part in 
this championship win." he added. 
“These guvs have done everything that 
we've asked of them all year long and our 
senior leadership really came through for 
us. The youngsters just not stopped 
believing that they could pull this one

out. ’
For the senior class, who finished with 

a 52-3 mark and second state champion­
ship, it culminates a remarkable career. 
It was the Cats first national champion­
ship since 1971. VDTL |-^-4& Y

STATISTICS

Clarke — .Morocco I run (Kasai kick 
6:07 2nd

Clarke — Davenport 1 run 
kick). 3:51 3rd

< Kasai

First Downs 
Yards Rushing 
Yards Passing 
Passes 
Fumbles-Lost 
Punting 
Penalties

Clarke
Valdosta

Valdosta

(LA 
14 

138
150

16- 9-0 
3-2 

4-35.5 
5-38

VAL
10

65
10- 3-1

2-0 
1-30.2 

6-50
Score By Quarters 

0 7 7
7 0 0

SCORING
11—21

— Anderson 1 run (Porter
kick). 8:131st

Valdosta - 
kick) 9:57 Itli

Valdosta - 
kick) 6:22 I th

Anderson 2 run

Anderson I run

(Porter

(Porter

INDIVIDUAL STATS
RUSHING Valdosta - Anderson 18-63. 

Holtzclaw 15-23. Lewis 15-85. Heard 143. 
Leonard 2-5. Clarke — Morocco 10-20. 
Sewell 4-14. Perno4-15. Davenport 18-69

PASSING: Valdosta — Holtzclaw 10-5-1. 
65. Clarke — Morocco 16-9-0. 129. Green 
2-1-0.21.

RECEIVING: Valdosta - Heard 2-18. 
Leonard 1-16. Steward 1-7. Lewis 1-11. 
Clarke Dunn 1-8. Dooley 6-92. Stewart 
1 -24. Broen 1 -29. Green 1-11.



Si

Clarke’s Defense Rarely Caught VHS QB Berke Holtzclaw Times Staff Photo by Laura Harris

Recruiters Found Death Valley 
Temporary Home Saturday Night

By CAS SHEARIN
Tinies Staff Writer

It’s probably no surprise that Cleveland 
Field was crawling with college re­
cruiters Saturday night. Anytime there's 
a showdown between the top two high 
school teams in a state, there's bound to 
be some guys around looking for new 
talent.

More than a dozen recruiters were seen 
last night, but naturally, none were 
talking about just who they were

tonight.” he said.
Mississippi State Head Coach Emory 

Bellard was also at Death Valley Satur­
day night looking for prospects.

“We were looking at about four on VHS 
and at three or four fellows on Clarke 
Central,” he said. Mississippi State 
wasn’t looking to talk to the players last 
night, though. “We’ll be taking out visits 
at an appropriate time. ”

Like Goff, Bellard naturally wouldn't 
say who he was viewing during the game.

eyebailing.
‘ NCAA rules, you understand.
Georgia's Recruiting Director and Of­

fensive Assistant Ray Goff said he was 
looking at ‘ four or five guys but I can't 
mention their names. There’s a lot more 
guys out there, though, that are juniors 
and sophomores, underclassmen.”

He said while Georgia plans to sign 
players in most every position this year 
rOur biggest need this year is linemen. 
And of course, there’s no doubt we need to

or at anv other game.
“We’ll be recruiting people we think are 

good football players We try to get as 
many as we can to give the kind of depth 
we need and also to have consistency,” he 
said. Mississippi State is looking at high 
school ball players all over the Southeast 
to fill the 20 to 21 spaces it has open this 
year, Bellard said.

Both Bellard and Goff commented on 
the game itself, as well as the players. 
“There’s a lot of good players on the field

sign a quarterback. ” Georgia likes to sign 
as many positions as it can because it 
keeps players working to play, Goff said.

“It keeps them trying,’ hesaid.
This is prime recruiting time. Colleges 

weren't able to talk to any possible 
recruits until December 1 and the last day 
to sign is February 13, so Saturday night's 
game gave colleges a chance to do some 
talking. Goff said.

“John Porter (VHS all-Amercian 
linebacker), for example. Nobody's been 
able to talk to him until after the game

tonight. There are two good teams here 
It's truely a classic game so far.” Goft 
said at half-time, when the score was tied. 
7-7. .

After the game. Bellard said “It was a 
real fine game. II was well-coached and 
they played competitively.

“ Both are good teams and both played 
well. Except for that 15 yard penalty 
(against Clarke Central for holding) it 
was an even game. I would say it was an 
even game, even with the penalty.
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Champions
1984 Wildcats Moving Into Realm Of Legends

By The Associated Press 
Vafdosta High’s 1984 football 

team has moved into the realm 
of legend with other Wildcat 
squads, and West Rome has 
become only the second school 
to win three consecutive state 
championships.

The top-ranked, undefeated 
Wildcats added to their lore 
Saturday night as Tony An­
derson scored two fourth­
quarter touchdowns to give 
them a 21-14 victory over No. 4 
Clarke Central in the Georgia 
High School Association’s Class 
A AAA championship game.

West Rome got two TDs from 
Joe McCluskey within 1:25 of 
the third quarter, and the 
Chieftains held on to win the 
Class AA title with a 14-7 
victory over No. 5 Mary 
Persons, tying Valdosta’s re­
cord of three consecutive state 
titles.

In Class AAA. No. 2 Thomson 
made No. 1 Marist a brides­
maid for the fourth time in six 
years as the Bulldogs came 
away with a 27-17 victory.

No. 1 Greenville finished an 
undefeated season by beating 
No. 2 Lincoln County 19-7 for 
the Class A title.

Valdosta had been a unani­
mous pick as the best Class 
AAAA team in the state since 
late September. But it was 
Clarke Central which appeared

on the verge of the state crown 
Saturday night on Valdosta’s 
home field.

The Gladiators were leading 
14-7 in the fourth quarter when 
Anderson went to work, scoring 
from 2 yards out with 9:57 left 
in the game. John Porter’s 
extra point tied it.

Penalties stalled Clarke’s 
next possession, and when 
Brack Rowe got off a short 
punt, Anderson returned it 32 
yards to the Gladiators’ 3-yard 
line.

From there it took four 
plays, but with 6:22 left An­
derson leaped into the end zone 
from the 1, giving the Wildcats 
the victory.

“This was a special ball 
game,” said Anderson. “This is 
what you work for all summer 
long. You always work toward 
a state and national champion­
ship — and tonight, we got 
botn.” Valdosta is ranked No. 1 
in the nation by USA Today.

Anderson, a junior, also 
scored the Wildcats’ first 
touchdown on a 1-yard run in 
the first quarter.

After Anderson’s third TD, 
Clarke Central had another 
opportunity, but on a 
fourth-and-2 at the Valdosta 45, 
Seaborn Williams stopped 
Richard Jewell for a 1-yard 
loss and Valdosta was able to 
run out the clock.

• “We had a chance. I’m really 
proud of our boys' effort,” said 
Clarke Central Coach Billy 
Henderson. “But give credit to 
the Valdosta offense. They did 
the job; they deserve it.”

This year’s championship is 
the 18th for Valdosta, and the 
Wildcats’ second undefeated 
season in two years. Clarke 
Central finished the year at 
13-2.

Earlier this year, West Rome 
saw its winning streak snapped 
at 37 games, one short of an 
apparent state record. But the 
Chieftains recovered from that 
loss to win their next 10 games, 
most by decisive margins, and 
head to Forsyth for the cham­
pionship game against late- 
blooming Mary Persons.

The game also had West 
Rome Coach Rodney Walker 
facing Mary Persons’ Dan 
Pitts, who coached Walker in 
high school.

After the victory, Walker 
said, “I knew we were going to 
have to earn it. It’s a great 
feeling, the best feeling I’ve 
ever had in athletics.”

Mary Persons held the 
explosive Chieftain offense 
scoreless until 6:16 remained in 
the third quarter, but Mc­
Cluskey capped a 62-yard, 13- 
play drive with a 12-yard re­
ception from quarterback 
David Grier.

West Rome took the lead 1:25 
later, set up by Spencer 
Hammond’s recovery of Albert 
Brown’s fumble on the ensuing 
kickoff.

McCluskey again scored, this 
time on a 12-yard run and the 
Chieftains had their third 
straight title.

After a first half filled with 
fumbles and penalties, Walker 
said, “I told them we couldn’t 
self-destruct. We were self­
destructing in the first half. We 
were moving the ball and we 
needed to keep doi ng tha t. ”

Mary Persons’ Pitts said: 
“We weren't able to get the 
ball back and when we did get 
it we weren’t able to do any­
thing.” ,

West Rome, which finished 
at 14-1, began its championship 
string in 1982 with a 7-6 victory 
over Mary Persons. The 
Bulldogs closed the season at 
11-4. .

Marist has been in the Class 
AAA championship four of the 
last six years and entered 
Saturday’s game at home 
ranked first and undefeated

But just as in the other three 
finals, the War Eagles came 
away with second place.

After giving up three first- 
half fumbles, Marist appeared 
ready to stage a comeback in 
the second half, closing to
13-10. Mike Ingram re-

established Thomson’s
momentum, however, when he 
caught a tipped pass and 
eluded the secondary for a 
66-yard touchdown early in the 
fourth quarter.

“That was the one that took 
us out of the game,” said 
Marist Coach Dean Hargis.. 
“Our kid hit him (quarterback 
Terry Pettis) right before he 
released the ball, our 
linebacker batted the ball, and 
he (Ingram) still catches the 
thing. ,

“I look up, and I can’t 
believe it. I can't ask any more 
from our kids than that. ’ ’ .

Thomson also got a 31:yard 
scoring pass from Pettis to 
Jerry Mays and a 32-yard run 
by Pettis to take a 13-3 halftime 
lead.

“Marist did play the run, like 
we knew they would, and we 
had the kid open two times 
deep in the first half,” said 
Thomson Coach Luther Welsh. 
“They just dropped back, we 
threw underneath... All year 
long we’ve had a big-play 
offense. They’ve come through 
when they’ve had to.”

The Bulldogs ended the year 
at 15-0 and with their first state 
championship since back-to- 
back Class A titles in 1967 and 
1968. Marist finished at 14-1.

In Class A, Willie Matthews 
gave Greenville its state title

Hochstetler
Lincoln Coach Larry 

Campbell said the Red Devils 
lost the game when they fell

offenseas he scored twice on

^r

and intercepted two passes on 
defense. Matthews’ second in­
terception and second TO 
sealed the victory and the 
Patriots’ undefeated season.

Lincoln trailed 13-7, but wis 
marching to a potentially 
game-winning touchdown when 
Matthews stepped in front of a 
Steve Harmon pass, giving the

Patriots the ball at their own 40 
yard line.

Seven plays later, Matthews 
took off on a 37 yard TD run. 
giving Greenville an insur­
mountable 19-7 lead with only 1 
minute left in the game.

The victory capped 
Greenville’s first-ever un­
defeated year, a goal set before 
the season by Coach Dwight

behind 13-0.
“We had never been in that 

situation before.” he said. 
“When we did get behind, we 
got away from our game plan, 
and I'll take full responsibility 
forthat.

Times Staff Photo by Laura Harris

James Wakefield (96) And Ernest Manghram Chased Down Glads All Night







Continue Slump, Lose 58-42

Valdosta’s Derrick Folsom I ries The Alley-Oop

Koss 7 3 4 17, Craig Van Horn 3 
5 7 11, Pierre White 0 0 0 0, 
Greg Mulberry 2 01 5. Totals 23 
12-22 58. 
Valdosta (42) — Wallace 
Campbell 6 4 4 16, Sylvester 
Kitchens 1 11 3, Victor Walker

Boys' Game 
Buchholz 15 15 14 14—58
Valdosta 4 20 9. 9—42

Buchholz (58) — Mike Brown 3 
4 6 10, Tom Hammer 3 0-0 6,
Steve Walker 5

Bv KOGER B. BROWN
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High continued its slump by losing 
for the third time in the last four games as the 
Buchholz (Fla.) High Bobcats handed the 
Wildcats a 58-42 setback Saturday night.

After jumping out of the blocks with a 6-0 
record, the Wildcats now stand at 7-3 for the 
season following the loss to the Bobcats.

In the girls* game, Buchholz held off a frantic 
fourth period rally by the Lady Wildcats to pull 
out a 60-58 victory.

• We came out kind of sluggish at the start of 
the game and dug ourselves a deep hole/' said 
Valdosta Coach Mike O’Brien. “We couldn’t hit 
anything at the start of the game and had to 
spend a lot of time just trying to catch up from 
that point on."

Buchholz controlled the game from the 
opening tap by scoring the first 13 points of the 
game before Valdosta finally got on the board on 
a 15-foot jumper by Derrick Folsom. The 
quarter ended with Buchholz ahead 15-4 as 
Valdosta was able to hit on just two-of-15 shots

it all at once." ■ a . ... ..
But the third quarter started out just like the 

start of the game and Valdosta came out 
shooting poorly. Buchholz scored the first four 
points in the third period to pull out to an 
eight-point advantage at 32-24. But \aldosta 
came back with a pair of baskets by Campbell 
and Anthony Brown to cut the deficit back to

in the period.
Valdosta caught fire in the second period and 

pulled within four points of the Bobcats lead 
(24-20) with 3:10 left to play in the first half.

iriod and

Buchholz added a pair of baskets to push the 
lead back up to eight at 28-20, but Valdosta cut 
the lead in half on a pair of baskets by Wallace
Campbell and Folsom.

Following a Buchholz miss shot, the Wildcats 
tried to hold on to the ball for the final shot in

Following ;
tried to hold ~--------------
the half, but Mike Brown picked up a steal and
scored on a layup with just five seconds left for
a 30-24 advantage.

“We came back in the second quarter and did 
some of the things that we wanted to do at the 
start of the game,” O’Brien said. “Our intensity 
picked up on defense and it helped to turn things 
around for us.

“I really felt like we had a chance to pull it out 
at the half. After playing so poorly in the first 
quarter, I was pleased to see the kids get back in 
the game in the second quarter and not try to do

four points. ,, .
However, Valdosta would get no closer as 

Buchholz scored 10 consecutive points to stretch 
the lead to 14 points at 42-28 with 2:43 left in the 
third quarter. Folsom finally broke the ice for 
Valdosta when he hit a 15-foot jumper with 1:28 
showing on the clock.

Bill Koss, who topped all scorers in the game 
with 17 points, popped in a 20-foot baseline 
jumper for Buchholz before \ aldosta s 
Campbell came back to hit a three-point play at 
the end of the quarter. r *

Valdosta made one final run at the Bobcats at 
the start of the fourth period by scoring the first 
four points to cut the lead down to seven at 44-37 
with 7:05 left in the game. But, Buchholz 
outscored the Wildcats 14-3 the rest of the way to 
coast to the decision.

In the gir;ls’ game. Valdosta battled Buchholz 
to a 12-12 first period deadlock. And that was 
just the start. The game and stayed even 
throughout.

Buchholz outscored the Lady Wildcats 10-16 in 
the second period to move out to a 31-28 halftime 
advantage and stretched that lead to six points 
at the end of the third quarter at 46-40.

Valdosta fought back in the final period to tie 
the game at 58-58 with just over a minute left to 
play, but Pam White hit a 20-foot jumper to ice 
the win for the Lady Bobcats.

Felicia Henderson paced the Lady Wildcats in 
scoring with 21 (points, while Lisa Irvin and 
Wendy Irvin added 16 and 14 respectively. White 
led the Lady Bobcats with 26 points. The loss 
dropped the Lady Wildcats record to 2-8 for the 
season.

Valdosta will swing back into action Tuesday 
at Lowndes High.

Bill

0 0 0 0, James 
Anthony Brown

Edwards 2 12 5, 
3 0 0 6, Howard

Wright 0 0 0 0 Derrick Folsom 6
0 0 12, Lennis Williams 0 
Totals 18 6 7 42.

Girls' Game
Buchholz 12 19 15
Valdosta 12 16 12

Buchholz (60) — Pam

0 0 0

14—60 
18—58 
White

11 4 7 26, Patty Zimmerman 4 
0 0 8, Tina Tomlin 5 5 11, Vivian 
Knappenberger 3 0 1 6, Janet

Wevin 1 0 0 2, Angela Davidson 
1 0 1 2, Denise Cantliff 0 0-0 0, 
Mary Wells 0 0 0 0, Brenda 
McLatcher 0 1-2 1. Totals 25 
10 22 60. 
Valdosta (58) - Felicia Hen 
derson 8 5-6 21, Wendy Irvin 4 6-7 
14, Cassandra Ceasar 1 0 2 2, 
Terri Longieliere 1 0 0 2, Ellen 
Shown 0 0 0 0, Lisa Irvin 7 2 2 16, 
Avis Weatherspoon 1 1-2 3, 
Tangelia Lowe 0 0-0 0, Rita 
Barnett 0 0 00 Totals22 14 20 58.

Winning Attitude Gains Parker Recognition
By MIKE C OLOMBO We ran the option the first three games, and I wasn't familiar ^™gi« 1 'inMMW^hihiWiiii1^^^

Times Sports Writer
Valdosta has been known as “Winnersville” for many years 

Maybe there is something in the water here that stimulates 
atheletic competition or personal pride, but it seems that many 
youngsters absorb this winning attitude and carry it throughout 
their lives.

Such a winner is David Parker. You remember David. He was 
the Wildcat's quarterback until his graduation in 1982.

Those of you who tend to stereotype all athletes as 
empty-headed and vain had better not stop reading here. David 
Parker is neither an average athlete nor a below average 
student.

As a student, David was the valedictorian of his class, and he 
recieved the prestigious Scholar Athelete Award of Georgia, 
given each year to a student who excells both in and out of the 
classroom.

Parker is now a junior at Princeton University, where he is 
doing quite well as a football player and as a student.

Majoring in Biology, the 155-pound Parker has a 3.7 grade point 
average. He has considered entering medical school, ana has 
already taken all pre-med requirements.

As Princeton’s quarterback. David was selected to the 
All-League Team of the Eastern Lightweight Football League. 
The 50-year old league includes Princeton. Harvard. Cornell. 
Rutgers, Navy, and Penn.

The ELFL has an imposed weight limit of 158 pounds These 
lightweight teams are not a part of the regular varsity football 
teams, but they are considered a varsity sport.

Although the Tiger team had a disappointing season at 3-4, 
Parker was happy with the team's play, as well as his own.

The Tigers started off 0-3, but Parker contributed the slow start 
to the unfamiliar option offense.

with it." said Parker.
The Tigers then changed to a split-back offense, an alignment 

that Parker had played with before. The Tigers won three of their 
last four games.

Parker was pleased with his passing ability.
“I averaged 165 yards a game, and that includes the first three 

games when we ran the option," said Parker.
Parker attributed his success both on and off the field to his “ 

extreme ability to concentrate on what I am doing."
“I don’t consider myself an emotional player," Parker said.
Parker was also complimentary of the training he received as 

a Valdosta Wildcat. Parker said that Valdosta's “unparalleled 
discipline” had been a major reason for his success.

Parker spoke well of past coaches who had helped him with his 
game.

“Coach (Butch) Brooks (former Valdosta assistant who is now 
the head coach at Washington-Wilkes High School) probably 
influenced my ability to concentrate on what I’m doing, ’ Parker 
said.

“Coach (Mike) O’Brien (a current Valdosta assistant) taught 
me a lot about the intangibles of quarterbacking," said Parker.

Parker was constantly making the connection between 
competition on and off the football field.

“It is very competitive here. Every student was valedictorian 
of his class," said Parker about Princeton’s competitive 
academic atmosphere.

“ Actually, I think that football helped me in this respect too. ”
David Parker has achieved much at Princeton.
David Parker is truly a hero in an age where professional 

atheletes are beset by drug problems and too many students are 
apathetic about the world around them. Former Valdosta Star David Parker



Basketball Running Full Steam
Area Boys’, Girls’ Teams

have fine teams. Moving

slightly north are some more competitors 
such as Monroe, Westover, Tift, Colquitt, 
and Dougherty.

Excite Faithful Followers
January marks the rise of basketball sh^htiv north are <nnw mnm mmnotit

Valwood all

I A Wildcat Defender Stands In The Way Of Progress BucketValdosta Wildcats Attempt A Jumper For A

o w^

into the limelight as football season is 
wrapped up and baseball is months away .

Many people begin to hibernate during 
this time of year, but true sport fans know 
that there are good times waiting at 
basketball courts throughout the area.

Basketball has deep roots in this part of 
Georgia. Last week, Lowndes played host 
to the 33rd Lowndes Christmas Invita­
tional tournament, the oldest Christmas 
tourney in the state.

There are some excellent basketball 
teams in our area. Valdosta, Lowndes, 
Bainbridge, Central of Thomasville.and

Lanier, Berrien and Echols also have 
some exciting basketball to offer, and 
these three teams came to town to 
participate in the Christmas tournament, 
along with Valdosta and Lowndes.

We here in Valdosta have good reason to 
be supportive of our basketbail teams.

Both Lowndes and Valdosta have com­
petitive boy’s and girl's teams, and don't 
forger the Blazers and Lady Blazers from 
Valdosta State College.

Basketball is getting into gear, so get out 
and take in a game,

Tn Lowndes



Valdosta Looking To Brea 
Slump Against Vikings

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High will be looking to break out of a slump and get 
back on the winning track tonight at 8:30, but it won’t be an easy 
task going against tne once-beaten Lowndes High Vikings at their 
own place.

Valdosta jumped off to a 6-0 start at the beginning of the 
season, but has stumbled in the last two weeks, losing three of 
four-games to drop to 7-3.

Valdosta Coach Mike O’Brien cites several different reasons 
for the slump, but pointed out two major causes. O’Brien said 
inconsistent outside shooting and lack of floor leadership top the 
list.

“The effort is there and the kids are really trying very hard, 
but we just can’t get anything going consistently,” O’Brien said. 
“Everytime we seem to oe ready to snap out of it, something else 
happens and we hit another lull period.

“We’ve had a problem with mental lapses all season long, but 
we were able to overcome them earlier in the season,” he said. 
“However, we’re not playing with much confidence right now and

it’s showing up in play .”
In other action tonight, Lanier County travels to Cook County. 

Tift County will visit Colquitt, Echols County will play host to 
Clinch County, Pineland will visit Valwood, and Atkinson travels 
to Long County.

Berrien County and Brooks County are both idle tonight.
All girls’ games will start at 7 p.m. with the boys’ games 

starting at 8:30.
O’Brien aaded that Lowndes is not the ideal team to try and 

break out of a slump against, but he said a win would could really 
help to restore his players confidence.

According to O’Brien, there will be two keys in the game for the 
Wildcats if they hope to win.

“We have to cut down on their second shot oportunities and we 
have to shoot the ball better outside to open up our inside game,”
he said. “They have some tremendous leapers and a pair of 
outstanding shooters and present a lot of different problems for 
the opposistion.

“We haven’t been doing a real good job of rebounding lately 
and it has killed us in all of our losses. Our season C*

Valdosta Wrestlers Win, Lose
The Valdosta Ararat wrestlers traveled to Wheeler 

High School in Atlanta Saturday to compete with the top 
two teams in Class AAAA, Wheeler and Berkmar. 
Wheeler is ranked No. 1 and Berkmar is No. 2.

Also participating were Wills and Fitzgerald.
The Wildcats defeated Wills 55-5, but lost to Wheeler 

and Berkmar by the scores of 50-10 and 49-3.
Ira Wence scored the only victory in Valdosta’s loss to 

Wheeler. Wence defeated Wheeler’s Scott Straiter in the 
140-pound weight class.

In the win over Wills, Valdosta’s Michael Schmier tied 
Paul Casey (107), Louis Gonis defeated Freddy Boyles 
(114), Chris Gray lost to Maurcia Mendez (121), Craig 
Clement defeated Kirk St. Clair (128), Andre Kaiser

and this is the most important game of the year for us and we

Jeff Finnegan to record the only Wildcat win.
The Wildcat wrestlers will play host to Lowndes and 

Coffee Co. Saturday at 1 p.m.

decisioned Chris Sparwell (134), Ira Wence pinned Joe 
Grimaldi (140), Ron Rowe defeated Milton Michols (147), 
Ashley Morrmon won by forfeit (157), Tony Johns pinned 

>unding lately Shawn Timberlake (169), Carl Johnson pinned Billy
starts tonight Fisher (187), and James Wakefield pinned Billy Fishe-

r(Hvy. Weight).
In Valdosta’s loss to Berkmar, Carl Johnson decisioned

need a win very badly.
Starting for the Wildcats will be top scorer and rebounder 

Walace Campbell at center, Sylvester Kitchen at point guard and 
Victor Walker at the other guard, while James Edwards and 
Derrick Folsom open at the forward slots.

The last time the two teams met was in the Lowndes Christmas 
tournament. The Vikings fell behind by 11 points at halftime after 
hitting only one of its first 13 shots before pulling out a 60-51 
victory.

“We caught them kind of cold in the first half the last time, but 
I don’t expect that will be the case this time,” O’Brien said. 
“They did a good job of coming back and we just couldn’t hold on 
to the lead.

slump is Walker, the ’Cats top outside scoring threat. His outside 
shooting could take some of the heat off Campbell on the inside 
and give him some room to work with. In recent weeks teams 
have back off Walker, double ^nd triple-teaming Campbell 
inside.

“He is fine shooter, but he’s been reluctant to shoot and isn’t
playing with much confidence right now,” O’Brien said “This is 
the case with a lot of our players right now though and I don’t 
know what it will take for us to break out of this. ”

Starting for the Vikings will be Paul March and Earl Gray at 
the guara positions, while Eric Davis will open at center. Undrae 
Mitchell and Chuck Cooper will open at forward.

“They have a well-balanced team that can beat you a lot of 
different ways and we’ll have to show more patience in offense 
and control the tempo of the game. Lowndes likes to run the 
break, but so do we. We’ll just nave to show better presence on 
the floor and know when to run and when to pull the ball back 
out.”

One of the players who O’Brien is looking to break out of a

“It’s a big game for both teams and you can throw out all the 
reords because the real season starts tonight,” said Lowndes 
Coach Terry Wilkes. “It’s important for botn teams to start out 
on the right foot and both teams will do whatever it takes to pull 
out the win.”

The Lady Vikings crushed the Lady Wildcats in their only 
previous meeting this season 98-31 and they’re rolling with an 11-0 
slate. Meanwhile, the Lady ’Cats are 2-8.

VHS Selected
As 1985 School

VHS Named 
To Ga. School

Of Excellence
<YLV1^ (fj^EK ment, the nominations were

submitted to a panel of Ten­
nessee educators for judging.Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School has 
been selected as a 1985 Georgia 
School of Excellence and will 
be one of the six Georgia high 
schools to represent the state in 
the national secondary school 
recognition program.

Valdosta High was chosen 
from among 155 Georgia public 
schools nominated to vie for 
the 1985 School of Excellence 
title.

Valdosta High School prin­
cipal Bill Aldrich said Valdosta 
High was chosen as the high 
school to represent the second 
congressional district, and then 
chosen from the top state high 
schools to represent Georgia 
nationally.

The schools were selected 
based on their administrative 
leadership, teacher effective­
ness, academic goals and 
achievements, school curricu­
lum, discipline and community 
involvement and support.

Of the 30 schools chosen in 
the state, only 11 were selected 
to represent Georgia at the 
national level.

“Georgia was given a quota 
of six high schools and five 
middle scnools,” Julia Martin, 
coordinator of special projects 
with the state Department of 
Education said.

Applications were previously 
sent to all superintendents in 
the state, who nominated one 
elementary, one middle and 
one high school from their 
systems. After screening by 
the state education depart-

The judges selected one ele­
mentary, one middle or junior 
high school and one high schoolAs well as garnering the state honor. 

VHS has been selected as one^ of six 
Georgia high schools to compete in the 
national School of Excellence competi­
tion, the results of which will be an­
nounced sometime this spring. Aldrich 
said.

Each school in the competition was first 
recommended by it’s county school super­
intendant and then had to complete a 
20-page application outlining various

from each of Georgia’s 
Congressional districts to 
1985 Georgia Schools 
Excellence.

The 30 schools will

10 
be 
of

be
honored by the Georgia De­
partment of Education, the 
State Board of Education, Blue 
Bird Body Company and Gov­
ernor Joe Frank Harris at a 
banquet April 10 in Atlanta.

“The Schools of Excellence 
program is designed to identify 
and honor successful public 
school programs throughout 
our state and to encourage 
excellence in all schools,” said 
Charles McDaniel, state super­
intendent of schools. w

“This is not necessarily a 
ranking of the top schools in 
our state, but a showcase of 
outstanding programs from 
various regions of Georgia.”

Georgia’s program is an 
expansion of the national Sec­
ondary Schools Recognition 
Program sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Education to 
honor schools at the mid- 
dle/iunior high and high school 
levels.

McDaniel expanded 
Georgia’s program to include 
outstanding elementary 
schools as well.

In 1984 five Georgia Schools 
of Excellence were named Na­
tional Schools of Excellence.

/ A^WIK’KHENDEKSO.X 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School’s recent selection 
a Georgia School of Excellence marks a 
first-time event for the institution.

The school is one of 30 middle, junior 
and high schools around the state to be 
honored by the state Board of Education 
as a School of Excellence for 1985.

The schools were selected based on 
their administrative leadership; teacher 
effectiveness; academic goals and 
achievements; school curriculum; dis­
cipline; and community involvement and 
support.

“It involved all aspects of the school's 
programs.” said VHS principal Bill 
Aldrich. “There wasn't any emphasis on 
any particular one.

“We re delighted.” he said. “I think 
this award is a reflection of the communi­
ty’s attitude toward education. ”

Aldrich said the School of Excellence 
program was initiated in 1983 as the 
result of a 1982 study of education in this 
country by a group known as the 
Education Council., appointed by Presi­
dent Reagan.

The program is designed to identify 
and honor successful school programs 
throughout the state and to encourage 
excellence in all schools,” according to a 
state Department of Education news 
release.

programs, according to state department 
of education official Mike Tenoschok.

He said many of the questions in the 
application were “open ended” so the 
schools would have the opportunity to 
fully exdplain their particular programs.

The final nominations, consisting of one 
elementary, middle and high school from 
each school system, were then submitted 
to as panel of Tennessee educators for 
judging.

Tenoschok said the slate has a recipro­
cal agreement with Tennessee involving 
school competitions to insure objectivity.

He said the final nominees were judged 
in such areas as clear academic goals; 
high expectations for students; order and 
discipline for students; and rewards and 
incentives for students and teachers.

Valdosta School Supprintendant Ralph 
Brandon said the award “is a tremendous 
honor for the faculty aniktudents and for 
the community as well

“We’re very pleased at being re 
cognized in such a manner.” he said, 
adding that the inclusion in the national 
competition is “an even more distinctive 
honor ”
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Wildcats Face
Crucial Game

l/7^ne5 t'fi-W ^/
By ROBERT L. BRADLEY 

Times Sports Editor
Having just six Region 1-AAAA South games on the 

schedule, makes every game very important for the four 
teams in the subregion. .

With the regular-season winner getting an automatic bye 
into the region playoffs, each games means that much more.

Valdosta boys’ Coach Mike O’Brien was looking for a good 
season this year, especially since the Wildcats jumped out to 
a 6-0 start. , t .

But then came trouble in the form of four losses in their 
next five outings, including a 12-point loss to cross-town and 
subregion rival Lowndes Tuesday night.

And although the loss hurt the Wildcats in their drive for 
the top spot in the subregion, O’Brien said they aren’t out of 
the race yet. But with Bainbridge the next team on 
Valdosta’s schedule, Valdosta will have to come out of its 
slump very quickly.

The Wildcats will play host to Bainbridge Friday. Other 
games scheduled for Friday will have Clinch County at 
Atkinson County, Cook County at Worth County, Dougherty at 
Colquitt County, Lowndes at Tift County, Pelham at Brooks 
County, Southwood at Valwood, and Georgia Christian at 
Ravenwood.

Saturday’s games will have Westover at Valdosta. Cook 
County at Berrien County, and Georgia Christian at 
Fullington.

The Lowndes-Tift game is a region matchup, but will not 
affect the subregion standings.

Atkinson at Clinch is a Region 2-A game, while the 
Cook-Worth matchup is a Region 2-AAA West game. The only 
other region games will be Dougherty at Colquitt (1-AAAA 
North).

All girls’ games are scheduled to start at 7 p.m. with the 
boys’ games starting at 8:30.
“Bainbridge is a subregion game and it’s real important for 
us,” O'Brien said. “There are only three other teams in the 
subregion — Bainbridge, Central-Thomasville, Lowndes and 
us. The loss to Lowndes didn’t knock us out of the subregion 
title chase. We’re still shooting for the first or second seed.

“But Bainbridge presents a problem. They are huge — I 
6-foot-6, 6-6 and 6-5 across the baseline. They’re one of the top 
contenders in the region. We’ve got to have a strong showing. 
I feel like we can and I feel like we can play with them, 
especially after the defeat to Lowndes. We’ve got Bainbridge 
twice, Lowndes once and Central twice. Anything can
^^Wildcats started the season 6-0, but enter Friday’s 

game 7-4 and 0-1 in the subregion. But even with the quick 
start, O’Brien was not pleased.

“I told the kids then that I was not pleased with the way we 
were playing,” O’Brien said. “We were just playing well 
enough to win. We weren’t playing like we're capable of 
playing. Then we took a nose-dive before the holdiays. We 
played ’real poor against Colquitt and they beat us. We planed 
much better against Berrien, and then played a great first 
half against Lowndes. But we played the worst we’ve played 
since I've been here in the second half.

Even with the poor second-half performance, the Wildcats 
only lost by 12 points.

“Anytime a team (Lowndes) shoots 25 of 29 from the foul 
line and shoots the percentage they did from floor, I don’t 
think anybody’s capable of beating them. We gave them the 
poor percentage shots, and they still made them.

“We wanted our kids to have confidence. We wanted them 
to have more movement on offense, which we got, to rebound 
better, which we got, to play aggressively and with pride, no 
matter what the score was, and we got that. And we still lost 
by 12 points.”

For Clinch boys’ Coach Allen Robbins, the challenge of 
getting his 4-5 Panthers ready for 7-2 Atkinson is a big 
challenge. , „ „

“We’re going to have to play extremely well, as well as we 
possibly can play,” Robbins said. “We’ve got a chance, but 
it’s going to be extremely tough.”

Forward Terry Swinson is leader for the Panthers, scoring 
18 points a game. Robbins has faced opponents who 
double-team Swinson.

“They’ve tried some, but he’s very difficult to double­
team,” Robbins said.

We’ve struggled so far this year, we really have. We got off 
to a late start because of football. Half the team wasn’t here 
for a while, but we’ve been trying to put it together since that 
point.”

“We’re beginning to get what we’re trying to do. We’ve won 
our last two games but this is going to be a rough weekend. 
We’ll find out a lot about this team this weekend.

Robbins said his biggest concern about Atkinson was 
Atco’s rebounding ability.

“They’ve got a pretty good bit of experience and are a real 
strong rebounding team,” Robbins said. “They also shoot 
well.”

The biggest game in the Clinch County gym will take place 
before the bovs’ game, however.

The Atkinson County girls' are undefeated on the season, 
9-0, while the Clinch County girls’ are 8-1.

With Clinch and Atkinson being just two of the three teams 
in Region 2-A. the game will have a lot of bearing on the state 
playoffs, more than a month before the region tournament

Campbell Works Boards 
At Both Ends Of Court

1/77^5 ^7/^5
. < ' By ROGER B. BROWN

times Sports Writer
Valdosta’s Wallace Campbell is a miniature 

Moses Malone on the basketball court.
And he works the boards just as hard on both 

ends of the floor.
“He's one of the best offensive rebounders 

I’ve ever been associated with,” Valdosta Coach 
Mike O'Brien said. “For his size (6-feet-4), he’s 
the strongest rebounder that I’ve seen also.

“It’s that combination of strength and 
quickness that makes him so tough on the 
boards,” he said. “He gets off the floor so 
quickly and can rebound time after time 
because of that.”

Campbell is a two-year starter for ’Cats and 
was named the Valdosta Daily Tinies all-area 
Player of the Year last year after leading 
Valdosta to a 15-8 record and the Region 1-AAAA 
South championship.

With the graduation of two starters from that 
team, more of the scoring burden fell on his 
shoulders this year. And he’s responded to the 
challenge by averaging almost 20 points per 

- outing and adding another nine rebounds per 
game.

Campbell is rated as the top player in the area 
in the first Daily Times Area Top 10.

“I really didn’t know what to expect this year.
• Teams we play put a lot of pressure on me by

double and triple-teaming me,” Campbell said. 
“Everybody was out to stop just me, but we 
have plenty of other guys who can do the job, 
too.

“It’s my job to look for them when teams 
double-up on me and that makes it even better 
becuase the other guys will get their share of 
open shots,” he saia. “We don t have a one-man 
team because it’s important that everybody 
plays together and contribute in any way they 
can.”

After jumping out to a 6-0 start, the ’Cats have 
lost four of their last five games to drop to 7-4 
for the season, but Campbell says there is no 
reason to fret just yet.

He’s been the one steady influence throughout 
the dry-spell and O’Brien said there was a time 
when Campbell felt like he had to do it all.

VHS Selected
As 1985 School
Of Excellence1/ /< ^ /-7-^

By SYLVIA COOPER 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School has 
been selected as a 1985 Georgia 
School of Excellence and will 
be one of the six Georgia high 
schools to represent the state in 
the national secondary school 
recognition program. *

Valdosta High was chosen 
from among 155 Georgia public 
schools nominated to vie for 
the 1985 School of Excellence 
title.

Valdosta High School prin­
cipal Bill Aldrich said Valdosta 
High was chosen as the high 
school to represent the second 
congressional district, and then 
chosen from the top state high 
schools to represent Georgia 
nationally.

The schools were selected 
based on their administrative 
leadership, teacher effective­
ness, academic goals and 
achievements, school curricu­
lum, discipline and community 
involvement and support.

Of the 30 schools chosen in 
the state, only 11 were selected 
to represent Georgia at the 
national level.

“Georgia was given a quota 
of six high schools and five 
middle schools.” Julia Martin, 
coordinator of special projects 
with the state Department of 
Education said.

Applications were previously 
sent to all superintendents in 
the state, who nominated one 
elementary, one middle and 
one high" school from their 
systems. After screening by 
the state education depart-

ment, the nominations were
submitted to a panel of Ten­
nessee educators for judging.

The judges selected one ele­
mentary, one middle or junior 
high school and one high school
from each of Georgia s 
Congressional districts to 
1985 Georgia Schools 
Excellence.

The 30 schools will

10 
be 
of I 
be I

honored by the Georgia De­
partment of Education, the 
State Board of Education, Blue 
Bird Body Company and Gov­
ernor Joe Frank Harris at a 
banquet April 10 in Atlanta.

“The Schools of Excellence 
program is designed to identify 
and honor successful public 
school programs throughout 
our state and to encourage 
excellence in all schools,” said 
Charles McDaniel, state super­
intendent of schools. w

“This is not necessarily a 
ranking of the top schools in 
our state, but a showcase of 
outstanding programs from 
various regions of Georgia.”

Georgia's program is an 
expansion of the national Sec­
ondary Schools Recognition 
Program sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Education to 
honor schools at the mid- 
dte/iunior high and high school 
levels.

McDaniel expanded 
Georgia’s program to include 
outstanding elementary 
schools as well.

In 1984 five Georgia Schools 
of Excellence were named Na­
tional Schools of Excellence.

“He got kind of frustrated at first and started 
to force things,” O’Brien said. “But he settled 
down and just tried to take advantage of his 
opportunites when he got the chance.

“He has accepted his role and it has made him 
a better player as a end result,” O’Brien said. 
“In our defeat against Lowndes Tuesday night, 
he demonstrated nis ability to take over a game, 
eventhough he didn’t get in very much playing 
time because of foul trouble. But while he was in 
there he was a terror on both boards. ’ ’

Campbell is one of four senior starters for the 
’Cats — Derrick Folsom, Victor Walker and 
James Edwards are the others — and he says 
that senior leadership has been the key to the 
early season success.

“We’ve lost four in a row, but I feel like we’re 
coming out of the slump that we were in because 
we played a pretty good game Tuesday,” 
Campbell said. “We just have to go out and try 
and give it our best shot every time out and help 
each other any way that we can because only 
teams win games, not individual players.

“I try to give 100 percent everytime out 
becuase I want to set an example for the young 
guys and let them know how important it is to 
hustle at all times,” Campbell said. “We still 
have a long ways to go in this season and there’s 
plenty of time for us to get things turned around. 
But there’s no better time than the next game.”

Campbell has been contacted by several 
colleges and he figures that he’ll be shifted to an 
off-guard slot or small forward position once in | 
college.

Because of that, he worked hard on his 
ball-handling skills during the summer. That 
has helped this year. When the oppostion 
pressures the ’Cats, he has been used on 
occasions to bring the ball upcourt.

“His ball-handling has really improved and it 
has been a plus factor for us,” O’Brien said. 
“His outside shot is a little suspect though, and 
he needs a little more work on it.

“He can hit it from out there, and just needs to 
be a little more consistent,” he said. “He has to 
take charge for us in the game and give the 
team somebody to rally around.
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Valdosta's Wallace Campbell



’Cats Come Up Short
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By ROBERT L. BRADLEY
Times Sports Editor

The Valdosta Wildcats “played just well 
enough to lose,” Friday night against 
Bainbridge.

The Wildcats trailed by 10 points with more 
than two minutes to play and cut the margin to 
five with 52 seconds left But six consecutive 
free throws by the Bearcats enabled Bainbridge 
to escape the Valdosta gym with a 56-47 Region 
1-AAAA South victory.

The loss was the fifth in the last six outings for 
the Wildcats. Valdosta, which opened the season 
with sixth consecutive victories, is 7-5 overall 
and 0-2 in the subregion. Bainbridge is 11-3 and 
1-0.

“We’ve tried to keep the team’s morale up 
(during the losing streak),” Valdosta Coach 
Mike O’Brien said. “At the first of the season, 
we just played well enough to win. Now, we’re 
just playing well enough to lose. We can’t get 
over the hump.”

“We were five points down tonight and 
Wallace (Campbell) missed a shot inside. They 
didn’t score and we got the ball back but threw 
it out of bounds. From there, they started hitting 
free throws and that was it.

• We just turned the ball over too many times,” 
O’Brien said. “I don’t know how many times, 
but it w as too many.”

In the girls’ game, the Lady Wildcats turned 
the ball over three consecutive trips down court 
with a chance to tie the game before losing, 
40-37.

It was obvious from the start of the boys’ 
game that Bainbridge had the height advantage. 
The Bearcats’ had two players who are 6-feet-6 
and another who is 6-5.

They kept setting up (on offense) inside the 
lane and stayed there the whole game,” O’Brien 
said. “They were iust too big for us.”

“I was scared they would dominate us inside. 
Then they started tutting the outside shots and 
made us come outside to cover them. That’s 
when we lost our inside game. ”

Wallace Campbell, at 6-4, was about the only 
Wildcat who could compete inside with the 
Bearcats. Campbell finished with 22 points and 
16 rebounds.

“We had some other people who helped out 
some, but they didn’t do as well as they need 
too,” O’Brien said.

Bainbridge put it’s height advantage to work 
early, blocking seven Valdosta shots in the first 
half.

But O’Brien said the players were ready for 
that.

“I don’t think they really intimidated us that 
much,” O’Brien said. “We knew that they were 
going to block shots and that we would just have

Times Staff Photo By Nadine Shochet

Ronnie Gaines (30) Blocks Shot By Valdosta’s Wallace Campbell (42)

Boys' Game
Bainbridge (54) — R. Gaines 3 

5 8 11, Smiley 6 2 2 14, Green 5 
2-9 12, Williams 2 0-0 4, T. Gaines 
7 11 15, Screen 0 00 0. Totals 
23 10 20 56.

Valdosta (47) — Campbell 9 4 7 
22, Kitchens 0 0 0 0, Walker 7 0-0 
14, Edwards 1 1-3 3, Brown 1 
0-1 2, Wright 1 GO 2, Folsom 2 
0 0 4, Williams 0 0-0 0, McGuirt 0 
0-00. Totals 21 5-11 47.

Bainbridge 13 8 16 19 —
56
Valdosta 11 10 8 18 — 47

Records — Bainbridge 11-3, 
10, Valdosta 7 5,0 2.

Girts' Game
Bainbridge (40) — Bryant 2 3-8 

7, Malone 4 0-1 8, Thomas 1 0 0 
2, Markinson 3 1-3 7, Baulkman 5 
2-2 12, Rogers 1 1-2 3, Lewis 0 
1-2 1, Powell 0 0-0 0, Brock 0 0-0 
0. Totals 16 8 18 40

VHS Students Offered

will be given to the parents and instruc­
tions will be given to them on how to fill 
them out.’’ Mrs. Wisenbaker said.

“It is for all area high school seniors and
________________ ____  their parents wherever they may be 

we’re going to do Mondav night. The firms planning to go to school,” she said.

Financial Aid Workshop
LV IA COOPER will bp PlVPn tn thp narnntc and inctr

Times Staff Writer
A financial aid workshop for students 

who will need money to attend college or 
technical school will be held at Valdosta
High School Monday a 17:30 p. m.

VHS guidance counselor Virginia 
Wisenbaker will conduct the workshop 
which is open to all area students and their 
parents.

“With the cost of post-secondary school 
rising every year as evidenced by the 
Georgia University system going up 10.5 
percent next year, more and more parents 
are needing financial assistance to send 
their children to school. One of the ways to 
get financial help is through programs set 
up by the federal and state governments.

“The paperwork necessary to receive 
these funds must be done, and that’s what

Tommy Moore, Valdosta State College 
financial aid director and Mary Ann 
Witholte, Valdosta Area Technical School 
financial director will assist Mrs. Wisen­
baker in showing parents how to fill out 
the forms.

Mrs. Wisenbaker emphasized that the 
financial assistance forms were the same 
for . all institutions and that instruction 
concerning their use was not limited to 
those applying to VSC or Vai-Tech.

She also emphasized that the workshop 
is not limited to VHS students and their 
parents.

to try and get the ball under, set up the shots 
and keep going at them. We had to look for the 
open shots, but they were there

“We also missed free throws when we had to 
have them.”

The Wildcats converted on just five of 11 shots 
from the foul line. Bainbridge, meanwhile, 
connected on 10 of 20 from the line.

The Bearcats led 37-29 heading into the final 
period and gradually increased their lead to 10, 
50-40, with 2:04 left in the game.

But the W ildcats came back to score the next 
five points. Victor Walker scored on a tip-in with 
1:51 left, Campbell hit a free throw with 1:27 left 
and Walke score on a layup 30 seconds later to 
pull Valdosta within five, 50-45.

Bainbridge, which had hit just four of 14 free 
throws in the first 31 minutes of the game, then 
got hot at the line. The Bearcats hit six 
consecutive free throws to earn the victory.

Campbell was the game’s leading scorer wit 
22 points. Teammate Walker added 14. 
Bainbridge was led by Tommy Gaines with 15. 
Clint Smiley had 14, Daryl Green 12 and Ronnie 
Gaines 11.

“Right now, it’s to our advantage to be lucky, 
rather than good,” O’Brien said. “But bad 
luck’s the only Kind of luck we have. ”

For the Lady Wildcats, the loss was the fourth 
this season by three points or less.

“We were close again, but just couldn’t pull it 
out,” said Valdosta Coach James Studstill.

Bainbridge jumped out to a 15-4 lead at the 
end of the first quarter and led 25-13 at half.

But the Laay Wildcats rallied in the third 
period. They outscored the Kittens 9-4 to pull 
within 32-22 heading into the final period 
Valdosta continued to shut down Bainbriage and 
closed the gap to four, 36-34, with less than two 
minutes left.

A free throw by Valdosta’s Windy Irvin cut the 
deficit to three with 1:37 left. Bainbridge 
retaliated with a free throw by Felicia Bryant 
with 1:19 left. Another basket by Irvin with only 
20 seconds left pulled the Lady Wildcats to " 
within two, 39-37.

Valdosta had a chance to tie the game and 
send it into overtime, but Lisa Irvin’s shot was 
off the mark. Bainbridge’s Pake Markinson was 
fouled on the rebound and sank the front end of a 
one-and-one with one second left to seal the 
victory.

Windy Irvin led Valdosta with 12 points with 
Lisa Irvin getting 10.

Gloria Baulkman was the leader for the 
Kittens with 12 points.

“We’ve got a bunch of young kids who are 
helping out, but as of yet they Haven’t jelled,” 
Studstill said. “They’re scrapping, their en­
thusiasm is high and the desire is there ’ ’

Valdosta (37) — Henderson 4 
0 2 8, W. Irvin 5 3-7 13, L. Irvin 5 
0-2 10, Ceasar 1 OO 2, 
Weatherspoon 1 00 2, Bass 0 GO 
0, Hill 0 2 2 2, Longieliere 0 0-0 0,
Gardner 0 OO 0, Shown 
Totals 16 5 13 37.
Bainbridge 15 10 
40 
Valdosta 4 9 9

o oo o

15—37
Records — Valdosta 2 10,0 2
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’Cats Hit Valley
Against Patriots
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By ROGER B. BROWN 

Times Sports Writer
This season has been full of peaks and 

valliess for the Valdosta Wildcats’ 
basketball team, and right now they’re in 
the midst of a deep valley after 
Albany-Westover handed them a tough 
31-30 setback Saturday night at Valdosta.

It was a loss Wildcat coach Mike 
O’Brien called the toughest all year, after 
he saw his team drop its third consecutive 
game, and sixth in the the last seven 
outings to fall to 7-6.

Westover’s Lady Patriots won the 
opener 46-41 in the girls’ game to give the 
Patriots a sweep.

Valdosta led nearly the entire game 
after catching Westover early in the first 
period, but couldn’t hold on to the 
advantage. One of the major reasons was 
the ’Cats lack of scoring punch in the final 
quarter — scoring just two points.

Despite all of that, the ’Cats still had a 
chance to pull out the win in the final five 
seconds after Westover’s Ricky Harp 
missed the front end of a bonus free 
throw.

Wallace Campbell received the in­
bounds pass and drove the length of the 
floor before passing to a wide open 
Anthony Brown under the, Patriots 
basket, but the ball slipped through his 
hands as the buzzer sounded and so did 
Valdosta’s chances of snapping its cur­
rent losing slide.

and we
“The kids showed great poise in the end 

_ 2 . _ got the ball exactly where we 
wanted it,” O’Brien said. “It was perfect

VMS’s Felicia Henderson Drives Past A Westover Defender

execution and Campbell was the guy we 
wanted with the ball.

“Campbell used good judgement in 
passing the ball and if he had to do it all 
over again, we’d tell him to do the same 
thing. We had the opportunity to win the

game, but it just wasn’t meant to be
“The kids never gave up, and hung in 

there all the way,” O’Brien said. “ They
did a great job of executing our game 
plan and showed great patience.”

The teams combined for only six points 
in the entire fourth period of the low 
scoring affair, but (he Patriots’ four 
points proved to be enough to pull out the 
win.

“I thought Coach O’Brien did a fan­
tastic job of coaching and his kids showed 
outstanding patience in running their 
offense.” Westover Coach Willie Boston 
said. “They controlled the tempo for most 
of the game and forced us to play the type 
of game they wanted.

“They forced us out of the zone defense, 
which we like to play, and we had to go to 
a man defense. Fortunately we didn’t 
give up too many easy baskets and our 
^g guys were a^e t° 8^ some big 
rebounds.

“I thought this was a very good win for 
us coming on the road against an 
outstanding Valdosta team,” Boston said. 
“We like to run with the ball, but our guys 
showed a lot of patience themselves and 
I’m very proud of them for that.”

Boston wouldn’t get much argument 
from O’Brien about that fact as ne saw 
the Patriots hold the ball for nearly the 
entire fourth period.

Campbell was the only player to hit 
double figures for the ’Cats with 12 points. 
Michael Green paced Westover with 10 
points and Harp added nine.

Wendy Irvin led Valdosta’s girls with 18 
points, while Felicia Henderson added 14 
in a losing cause. Latonya Wilson topped 
Westover with 12 points, while Cynthia 
Dixon and Teresa Akins added 11 and 10, 
respectively.

Hyder, 4 ‘Cats To Lead Georgia All-Stars
RenertsFrom Staff, Wire Reports -

MACON — Nick Hyder, who guided the Valdosta Wildcats to 
the Class AAAA football championship in December, will guide 
the Georgia All-Stars when the team meets the Florida All-Stars
June 22. . .

Hyder, and at least four of his players, will join 31 other players 
and coaches from the state for the game. Hyder also will take two 
of his assistant coaches and two other coaches to be named at a 
later date

A 10-member committee of coaches met Wednesday in Macon 
to choose 26 Georgia players for the first Georgia-Florida high 
school all-star football game, to be played in Orlando.

Hyder will add nine more players later to fill out the 35-man 
roster. .

The players selected from Valdosta, which was 15-0 this year, 
include running back Willie Lewis, linebacker John Porter, 
defensive end James Wakefield and defensive back Derrick 
Folsom.

“Being able to take my top defensive and offensive assistants 
with me will really save us a lot of time and work, ’ ’ Hyder added.

Other offensive players named were quarterback Chris 
Morocco of Clarke Central; running backs Keith Henderson of 
Cartersville and Bryce Cantrell of Buford; wide receivers Steve 
Davenport of Southwest DeKalb, Vincent Bostick of Cairo and 
Darien Teals of Tift County; tight end Jerome Williams of 
Gainesville, and offensive linemen Bob Hodge of Marist, Benji 
Roland of Dodge County, Tony Smith of Waycross, Todd Wheeler 
of Pepperell and Troy Holland of Warner Robins.

Others chosen on defense include linemen Michael Tanks of 
Southwest DeKalb, Jimps Cole of Manchester, Chris Warren of 
Terrell County and Jerry Harris of Clarke Central; linebacker 
Kevin Salisbury of Marist; backs Wayne Harps of Griffin, Cedric 
Stallworth of Southwest DeKalb, Al Maxwell of Warner Robins 
and Johhny Cash of Newnan, and kicker Joey Hester of Cairo.

The squad was selected from nominations turned in by region 
champion coaches, who met Tuesday and Wednesday to choose 
teams for the annual Georgia North-South all-star game to be 
played July 25 in Athens. Two 30-member teams were selected 
for that game, and the head coaches, who will be named later, 
will add six more players to each roster.

I
I

DERRICK FOLSOMJOHN PORTERWILLIE LEWIS JAMES W AKEFIELD

Restrictions which apply to the state all-star game, including a 
limit of two players from a single school, were waived for the 
Georgia-Florida game, indicating the coaches are taking the 
game seriously.

“After all, Florida challenged us,” said Hyder. “I have a lot of 
coaching friends in Florida, and they’ve been talking about 
something like this for years. They hope to embarrass us. ”

Valdosta’s Lewis was the leading rusher in Region 1-AAAA 
during the regular season with nearly 800 yards. He averaged 
more than six yards per carry and scored 15 touchdowns.

Porter, who is being nationally recruited by almost every 
major college, was a four-year starter for the Wildcats at 
linebacker. Porter topped the ’Cats with more than 100 total 
tackles during the '84 season, including 11 behind the line of 
scrimmage.

Porter also picked up four fumbles and three pass intercep­
tions, and was only the second player in the history of the school

to be named as a permanent Co-Captain for two years.
Folsom was another four-year starter for the National 

Champion Valdosta team in the secondary. He played cornerback 
and safety and was recognized as the ’Cats top coverage 
defender

Folsom picked off only three interceptions during the season, 
despite rarely being thown at by the opposition. He was named as 
the defensive captain last season, ana is also headed for major 
college play.

Wakefield rounds out the foursome from Valdosta and he too 
was a leader of the hard-rock Wildcat defense, which held the 
opposition to less than 50 yards per game and just six points per 
outing during the season.

Wakefield, who was also a four-year performer for Valdosta, 
collected six quarterback sacks and had nine stops behind the 
line.



Lowndes Downs Wildcats
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Tinies Sports Writer
Before Lowndes and Valdosta met Tuesday night at Lowndes in 

the initial Region 1-AAAA South encounter, Viking Coach Terry- 
Wilkes thought it was important that his team got off to a good 
start in the game.

Wilkes watched his team hit four of its first five shots and miss 
only two in the entire quarter. The Vikings led from start to finish 
and calimed a 77-67 victory over the ’Cats.

In the first head-to-head confrontation two weeks ago in the 
Lowndes Christmas tournament, the Wildcats jumped out to a 
quick first-half advantage when the cold-shooting Vikings opened 
tne game by making only one of their first 13 shots.

Lowndes eventually overcame an 11-point halftime deficit to 
pull out a 70-61 decision.

But Tuesday, they didn’t need any comebacks as four players 
scored in double figures and the Vikings led by as many as 19 
points during the game.

The Vikings boys’ win completed a four-game sweep as the 
girls romped past the Lady ’Cats 44-18 in earlier action. Lowndes 
also won both junior varsity games.

Lowndes made more than 70 percent of its shots from the field 
to set a blistering pace, and also outscored the ’Cats 18-7 from the 
free throw line by hitting 25-of-29 to only 7-of-12 for Valdosta.

“We played very well in all aspects of our game and the kids 
were really excited and fired up for this game,” Wilkes said. “We 
were ready the last time we played them, but we were a little too 
high and if worked against us at the start of the game.

“We just wanted to come out and play a good, steady game for 
four quarters and play the way that we know we’re capable of 
playing. I thought our kids played extremely well under the 
pressure-type of situation and it was a game that we had to 
have.”

Lowndes jumped out to a 4-0 lead at the start of the game, but 
Valdosta came back to tie the game at 4-4 on a jumper by 
Wallace Campbell with 5:21 left in the first quarter.

The Vikings came back to score seven-consecutive points to 
take the lead for good and led 21-12 at the end of the first quarter. 
Lowndes maintained that nine-point edge throughout most of the 
half, and led by as many as 16 points (35-19) with 4:00 left before 
taking a 45-32 advantage into the dressing room.

Valdosta came out fired up in the second half and made run at 
the Vikings lead, getting within seven points at 51-44. but that’s 
when Campbell picked up his third foul and had to leave the 
game. .

The Cats still didn't fold and stayed within seven points of the 
Lowndes' lead (53-46) over the next three mintues. But Vikings’ 
center Undrae Mitchell took over, scoring eight consecutive 
points to put them comfortably ahead 61-46 with 1:00 left in the 
quarter.

Valdosta made another run at Lowndes, scoring five of the final 
seven points in the period and trailed 63-53 at the end of the 
quarter.

The ’Cats never got any closer than 10 points the rest of the way 
as Campbell eventually fouled out with more than six minutes

left in the game. Lowndes stretched the lead to as much as 19 
points (76-57) before settling for the final margin.

Mitchell paced Lowndes in scoring with 21 points, and also 
grabbed nine rebounds. Paul March added 16 points, while Earl 
Gray and Eric Davis collected 12 and 11 respectively.

Victor Walker broke out of his shooting slump to lead the Cats 
with 16 points, while Anthony Brown came oft the bench to add 
15. Campball rounded out the double figure scorers with 11 points.

“I thought our kids played well and with a lot of intensity 
throughout the game,” said Valdosta Coach Mike O’Brien. “We 
battled them the entire game, but they just wouldn't miss any 
shots and just killed us at the free throw line.

“Lowndes got off to a good lead and kept the pressure on us 
throughout the contest. They just played a tremendous game and 
not many teams will be able to play with them if they play like 
they did tonight.

“They continously came up with the big shots everytime they 
needed it and we just ran into a superior team tonight,” O’Brien 
said. “We played about as well as we could and the kids did a 
good job. This is the best that we've played in a while and 
hopefully we’ve put that slump behind us now. ’’

Lowndes improved to 11-1 with the victory. Valdosta dr oped to 
7-4, after losing for the fourth time in five outings.

Lowndes' top-rated Class AAAA girls’ team polished off the 
Lady ’Cats by controlling the game from start to finish, limiting 

Valdosta to just three points after three quarters of play and 
coasted to its 12th win against no losses.

Pam Walker was the only Lowndes girl to score in double 
figures with 14 points as the Lady Vikings were without the 
services of one of their top players — senior Natasha Horn. 
Felecia Henderson led Valdosta with eight points.

“I thought our girls showed a lot of poise, and we got good 
contribution from everybody who played.” Lowndes Coach Steve 
Kebler said. “They were a little impatient at times, but did what 
I asked of them and that’s all you can expect.

“We played excellent defense all game long and I thought our 
full-court pressure really bothered them. It was the first time all 
year that we had played without Horn and I thought the girls 
responded to the challenge very well.

“We didn’t know how7 the girls would react without Horn in 
there, but we felt like they would play a good game,” Kebler 
added. “We still have a lot of room for improvement and just try 
to do the best we can with what we’ve got.”

Lowndes will be on the road Friday against Tift County, while 
Valdosta will be at home against Bainbridge.

Boys'Game
Valdosta (67) - Wallace Campbell 5 1 4 

11, Sylvester Kitchens 0 0 0 0, Victor Walker 8 
0 0 16, James Edwards 1 2 2 4, Anthony 
Brown 6 3 3 15, Moses Madison 2 0 0 4, Derrick 
Folsom 4 0-0 8, Lennis Williams 4 13 9. Totals 
307 1267. (32fouls)

Lowndes (77) - Earl Gray 4 4 4 12, Paul 
March 3 10 11 16, Undrae Mitchell 7 7 8 21, 
Chuck Cooper 2 0 0 4, Eric Davis 5 11 11, 
Kirk Robinson 2 0-0 4, Todd Williams 3 3 5 9 
Totals 26 25 29 77. (14fouls).

Valdosta 
Lowndes

12 20 21 14—6;
21 24 18 14—71

Girls’ Game
Valdosta (18) — Henderson 2 4 8 8, W. Irvir 

1 2-4 4, L. Irvin 1 0 3 2, Wetherspoon 1 0 0 2 
Lowe00-00, Ceasor 10-02. Totals 66 1567

Lowndes (44) - Walker 7 0 0 14, Richardson 
4 0 0 8, March 2 2 3 6, Willis 3 2-2 8, Hall 0 1 3 
1, Williams 1 0-2 2, Griffin 112 5 Totals 19
612 
Valdosta 
Lowndes 2 14

77. 
15—18 
19-44

W2&

Timts Staff Photo by Nadine Shoe het

The Top Ten

Boys9 Top 10
1. Wallace Campbell, Valdosta
2. Eric Davis, Lowndes
3. Undrae Mitchell, Lowndes
4. Terry Swinson, Clinch Co.
5. Cedrick Monds, Brooks Co.
6. Johnny Hawk, Colquitt Co.
7. Dexter Fuller, Berrien Co.
8. Curtis Greer. Open Bible
9. Paul March, Lowndes

10. Kenny Tippins, Cook Co.

Girls9 Top 10
1. Natasha Horn, Lowndes
2. Deb Richardson, Lowndes
3. Marla Lupo, Clinch Co.
4. Tracy Mackey, Berrien Co.
5. Pam Walker, Lowndes
6. Sherice Willis, Lowndes
7. Yoma Carter, Lanier Co.
8. Tonya Honaker, GCS
9. Flcia Henderson, Valdosta

10. Wonda Ellis, Clinch Co.

Valdosta’s Sylvester Kitchen Goes Up For A Shot Aginst Lowndes
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The First High School Awards
Jrime flies when you’re having fun.
Dr is it, fun flies when you’re doing time.
Sometimes I feel one way, and then again, sometimes it s the 

season has had it’s share of both these feelings and they 
were both good and bad. ... r .This football season has been the year of the Cat. .

Valdosta High won its first national championship since 1972 by retordifig the best record in the history of tne school (along with

Young slowly or.pl to the Wot 
thl national rankings in the colleges and concluded its year by 
whipping long-standing power Michigan in the Holiday bowl to 
clam the national title after a perfect 13-0(campaign.

JVith the ’84 football season finally laid to rest, it s time f°r me 
to*give out my rewards to some of the teams for their great

» K - Who would hove ever thought tb.l
Colquitt County would rise from the ashes and come back to have 
^Tli^Packer^stormed through the regular-season, losing just 
one game. They whipped the defending state champions from Tift 
Cdpnty early in the season on the way to claiming the Regio

th. region pl.yolfs *f ”fflZ 
Lowndes. It was the second time; this year-that- Colquitt hadig 
thfi Vikings — who were rated a tad better by the so-can 
experts eventhough the Packers had a better overall record.

However, the Packers’ Cinderella season came to a screaching 
hat the following week when they ran into an express train, 
belter known as the Valdosta Wildcats, in the region fina s. ,
• Rookie Of The Year — This one must be given to the Valiants 

from Vai wood in a runaway chioce

V

Valwood finished its initial season with a remarkable 10-2 slate 
ari made it all the way to the SEAIS state championship finals 
bilore losing to Tiftarea.

Maurey Copeland raced through, around and over the 
orbosition all year. He received plenty of help from Don 
Faircloth. Jamie Willis and several other Valiants to pace a 
potent offensive attack, which averaged more than 30 points per 
8^et s give a lot of credit to Coach Allen Fort, also, for putting 
together a team in less than three months, which ascended to the 
topof the ratings during a portion of the season

That feat is even more remarkable when you consider the fact 
that the Valiants were on the road for a good part of their 
schedule due to the lack of a home field. .....

• Most Disappointing Team — This one goes to the Vikings 
from Lowndes High. During an inconsistent season the Vikings 
hid their ups and downs. However, the main reason for this, was 
the youth of the Vikings. Having just five seniors on the squad the 
inexperience showed in several games. .

After opening with a victory in a surprisingly close contest 
a Ainst Coffee County, the Vikings were upended by Colquitt, and 
from then on, it was a roller-coaster year. r^i^rc’

was a year that saw the Vikings hand the Gladiators from 
Clarke Central their worst defeat at Martin Stadium. It was also 
a year that saw the Vikings fall to a previously winless Albany 
"Lowndes'completed the regular season with a 6-4 mark and 
th6n lost to Colquitt in the first round of the region playoffs. But, 
this was a team that featured 26 juniors and should be one of the 
top teams in the state next year with most of its fireworks

The biggest loss to overcome will be that of four-year starting 
Quarterback Randy Gay, who will more than likely sign with a 
four year college when national signing day rolls around.

• Most Valuable Team — Who else but the 1984 National 
Chfc wasTVemTrt^ for Nick Hyder and his Wildcats that 
concluded on a brisk, wintry night at Cleveland Stadium when the 
Cats rallied in the second half to whip Clarke Central 2144.

Clarke Central lost only twice all season — and both occassions 
came within the boundaries of Lowndes County.

It was a fitting climax to a season that some long-time Valdosta 
faithful have called the greatest Wildcat team in the history of 
the school. The championship was the second outright title for 
Hyder at Valdosta in three years and his third since coming to 
the school 11 yearsago. « u^wa

• Quote of the Year — This one goes to a former Valdosta High 
assistant coach. , . x u ,

“ I tell you , this is probably going to be one of the toughest 
games we’ve played this year. They have quickness and they are 
huge. They’re a heck of a lot bigger than we are I’m really 
worried about this game becasue they can explode so quick and 
are just ready to explode right now.” . „ , .

Tnose words of wisdom came from Butch Brooks, who is now 
the head coach at Washington-Wilkes High. But what Brooks 
failed to mention was the team his Tigers were playing were 1-8 
and probably the worst team in Region 4-AA.

Needless to say, the Tigers rolled to an easy victory and Brooks 
looked like a great coach because Washington beat such a 
“hjgh-caliber“team. ,. / £ .

I wonder where Brooks learned that bit of coaching technique 
from It must have come from his days of working as assistant 
under the old-bluesman himself — Valdosta’s Hyder.

.. ’65 Class Meets
Memters^of^ 1965 graduating class at Valdosta

High School will hold a meeting to make plans for their 
reunion. The meeting will be held today at 8

High School will noia a meeting । 
20th class reunion. The meeting 
p.m. at the home of Lynn Sehiton Drumheller al 
Winding Way.



High School Basketball *
^Valdosta/Faces Tough Bainbridge Tonight
// <^5 4iW^^o n»nwM The Bearcats have two of their final three subregion games at ^‘^^^S^^ Tay^r’S’Z and

Abound category, while Lyles paces the team in steals and■y ROGEK B. BROWN h°l'nValdosta’s loss to Lanier Co., Wallace Campbell and Victor 
Walker combined for 33 of the Wildcats' 47 points, including all 12

Times Sports Writer . ,
If Valdosta High thought it was in the frying pan Tuesdaymgh 

following its 49-47 upset loss to Lanier County, the Wildcats * ill 
be jumping into a fire Friday on the road against Region 1-AAAA 
South leader Bainbridge. . . ,

In an earlier game at home against Bainbridge, Valdosta 
plaved the much taller Bearcats almost on even terms for three 
quarters before succumbing, 56-47 in the final period.

Tuesday’s loss against the Bulldogs continued the Cats plunge 
and dropped them to 9-7. which includies six losses in the last 
seven games, after getting off to a 6-0 start.

In other area games Friday, Brooks County visits Dooly 
County Brantley is at Berrien County, Colquitt County travels to 
Central-Thomasville, Lanier County is the road against Nichols 
and Echols County visits Broxton , A.u,„„

In games Saturday night, Colquitt County visits Albarty-
Dnuehpretv Atkinson County travels to Adel to take on cook voiquiu is 10-0 uv^i an om^ *^«**^ v**^ •’—©-''•-------
Countv Hawkinsville visits Brooks County and Open Bible meets an 4,n reC0rd. Two of the Lady Packers two losses came against 
MaranthainTallahasse,Fla d ,k „a„,b all -------------^^ici„cia« AAAAandAAA.

With the exception of the Open Bible-Marantha game, all girls 
games are scheduled to start at 7 p.m., with the boys games 
starting at 8:30.

“We’re really not looking forward to this trip at all,’ Valdosta 
Coach Mike O'Brien said. “We know what they're going to try 
and do and we know what we have to do to have a chance to win.

“We will have to execute very well and make as few mental 
mistakes as possible. We’ll definitely have to play our best game 
of the year to have a real chance of winning.”

In Bainbridge’s last subregion game, the Bearcats slipped by 
Lowndes 64-62 behind 31 points from sophomore Ronnie Gaines, 
and took control of the lead in the subregion with a 3-0 record.

“That was our most disappoiting loss of the season ^cause I 
thought we were finally coming out of this vallley that we seemed 
to be traped in, especially after our big *"> °™' ^eiitral 
(Thomasville),” O'Brien said. “Hopefully. weU ^,able t0 
regroup and play that same type of game against Bainbridge.

“We’re going to try one or two things against them to try and 
control the tempo. We might try to keep constant pressure on the 
ba?l and then try to maintian that pressure where we know they 
want to get the ball (inside)." „ . , , ...

The Colquitt County-Central Thomasville girls game will 
feature a rematch of an early season game which Central won 
after pulling away from a 24-24 halftime deadlock, and the Lady 
Packers will be out for revenge. . ... A m .„;th

Colquitt is 13-3 overall and leads the Region 1-AAAA North with

“We like to play a running type of game and score as quick!) a. 
nossible ” Colquitt Coach Julian Grantham said "We like to put 
a lot of pressure on the ball defensively and try to create 
turnovers and a lot of easy baskets. , , . a

“We’re not real strong on the boards and that has been a 
weakness of ours all season. We also have a tendency to s ack-up 
after a half and that has cost us in a couple of the games that we

High School Basketball

the top-ranked schools in Class A AAA and AAA.
Colquitt lost a one-point decision against Lowndes 

top-ranked AAAA school, and '"‘•' •" ,’’“ f,nalc nf thp
Kentucky Fried Chicken C. —-------- - —
County (13-1) of Dawson —the top-rated AAA team. ,

Angie Richardson leads the Lady Packers offensive attack, 
which features four players scoring in double figures, with a 
16-point average. Ricnardson also leads the team in free throw 
shooting, hitting more than 80 percent of her shots from the line/

Brenda Christopher follows Richardson with an average of just 
over 12 points per outing, while Venessa Taylor and Kendra Lyles 
are just bejind with 11- and 10-point averages

Sophomore Missy Criss has been the first player off the bench

Valdosta Loses By
From Staff Reports 

BAINBRIDGE - The 
Bearcats from Bainbridge 
remained unbeaten in Re­
gion 1-AAAA South plav by 
slipping past a stubborn 
Valdosta team, 54-48, 
Friday night. .

Bainbridge improved its 
subregion record to 4-0 
with the victory, with only 
two more subregion con­
tests left, and one of those 
will be at home.

It was a close contest 
from start to finish, and

Valdosta Coach Mike O’B- “You can t take any- 
rien said. “I thought the thing away from 
kids played an excellent Bainbridge, though, 
game, but Bainbridge just becasue they played a 
killed us at the free throw good, sound, steady game.

It’s real disheartning to 
lose one like this becauseline. . .

“They hit the big shots 
when they needed to, and 
that’s what counts in the 
end. That’s also the mark 
of a good team, but we 
know that we can play with 
them.”

Bainbridge led 11-9 at 
the end of the first period, 
but Valdosta cut that lead
to one point by halftime, 
20-19. The Bearcats out­
scored Valdosta 17-15 in 
the third period to take a 
three-point lead, 37-34, into 
the final quarter.

Valdosta scored the first 
basket of the period and

the Bearcats made 10 con­
secutive free throws in the 
final period to preserve the 
win. For the game, 
Bainbridge connected on 
14 of 18 attempts, while 
Valdosta was only 8-for-17.

Bainbridge led 46-44 with .<—.
just over two minutes left stayed within two to three 
in the game, and Valdosta points of Bainbridge until 
stepped to the free throw the final minute of the 
line with a chance to tie

we felt like we had this one 
and let it slip away. How­
ever, we do know that if we 
play well, we can play with 
anybody.”

Valdosta, who travels to 
Gainesville, Fla. Tuesday 
to play Buchholz, drops to 
9-8 overall and 1-4 in sub­
regionplay.

No details were avail­
able on the girls’game.
Boy's Game

Valdosta (48) — Campbell 15, 
Kitchens 3, Walker 7, Edwards 4, 
Brown 12, Folsom 7. Totals 20 
8 17 ~ x

Bainbridge (54) — R. Games 
21, Smiley 12, Green 7, 
Williams 6, T. Gaines 6, Clemons
2. Totals 20 14-18.

Valdosta 9 10 15 14—48
Bainbridge 11 9 17 17—54

__igainst Lowndes — the 
md lost in the finals of the Albany 
Christmas Classic against Terrell

*0!“ We’re not at full strength right now because a lot of our girls 
have b^n hit by the flu lug I think we’ll be allright by game

hoping that his .earns big upsei 
victory over Valdosta will be a “shot in the arm for his team

“Anytime that we win, it’s a big thing for us. and it s alw«,ivs 
i good to come out on top against a team as well-known as the 

Cats ’’ Felts said. “It was one of our better efforts of the season, 
but the key was the fact that we didn't end up beating ourselves, 
like we have in some of our other games.

“We didn’t make the crucial turnovers that have cost us in 
other games and we played a good overall game. There have 
been other games that we’ve shot the ball better, but we just put 
it all together in that one. . ,, .

“We played with patience, poise and very intelligently, he 
said. “Our shot selection was was excellent, and this win came at 
^The^win improved Lanier’s record to 7-8, but 3-2 since the 
Christmas break. The Bulldogs’ only losses came in a one-point 
decision at Cook Co. and a double overtime defeat against Clinch
last Friday.

Six To Bainbridge
Boys' Game

Albany (71) — Fred Pickett 
15, Swann 5, Tim Washington 
17, Keith Pry 12, Darren Holley 
14, RichardsB.

Cook County (72) — Kenny 
Tippins 10, Hart 2, William 
Smith 21, Robert Wood 16, 
White 3, Pitts 2, Jerome Calloway 
18
Albany 18 35 53 66 71
Cook 20 33 45 66 72

Records — Cook County 10-6,

the game. However, Der­
rick Folsom missed both 
attempts and Bainbridge 
added to its lead on the

game
Campbell paced Valdos­

ta with 15 points, while 
Ige Anthony Brown contrib-
Ke uted 12. Gaines topped

Bainbridge with 21 points.
Smiley had 10.

“The difference in the 
game came at the free 
throw line and we just

next possesion with a pair 
of free throws to make the 
count 50-46.

After a Wallace
Campbell basket cut the ---- -
lead back to two points, couldn t convert ours,
50-48, Ronnie Gaines was while they made us pay for
fouled and hit a pair of free everything, O Brien said, 
throws with only 34 sec- “We had the opportunity to 
ondsleft. . ’ - - win it in the end, but we

Following another Vai- just couldn t pull it otf. 
dosta missed shot. Clint “We eould ^ye con- 
Smiley hit two free throws trolled the tempo if we had 
to put the game out of hit some of those tree 
reach. throws and maybe could

“We played real good have forced them into do- 
ball, but just came up on ing some things that they 

] the short end of the score,” don’t normally like to do.

Nicholls 4 10
Lanier 12 10 

Records: Lanier Co. 7 9
Next game: Lanier vs. Cook 

Co. Tuesday.

VHS Wrestles ^4^< 
Atkinso Co.^7'^5

The Valdosta Wildcat 
wrestlers defeated the 
Atkinson County Rebels 
39-17, Friday.

Winners for Valdota 
were Mike Schmeir (100
pounds), Louie 
(114), Chris Gray 
Craig Klement 
Andrew Kaiser 
James Wakefield

4 Lady Wildcat Makes It Tough Going For A ViketteGonis 
(121), 

(128), 
(134), 
(187),

and Jimmy Lewis (Un- 
lim.).

Valdosta will play host to 
Favette County, Cook 
County, and Lowndes 
County in a four team 
match Saturday.



Sports_______
V ikings To Battle Central omasville

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Sports Writer 

“Knock on wood.”
That's the attitude Lowndes High basketball Coach Terry 

Wilkes is taking about his teams upcoming Region 1-AAAA South 
battle at home against Central-Thomasville.

Wilkes says he’s not one of those superstitious-type people, but 
adds that he's “wary of the fact that his club will be going against 
the Jackets for the second time in a week.

“This is a tough assignment, but it’s a game that we have to 
have,” Wilkes said. “Everyone of them are important now, and 
we are in an uphill battle to get the No. 1 spot in the subregion. ”

In other area games tonight, Valdosta travels to Gainesville, 
Fla. to take on Buchholz, Berrien County visits Bacon County, 
Albany-Monroe is on the road against Colquitt County in 
Moultrie, Cook County meets Lanier County in Lakeland and 
Madison County (Fla.) visits Echols County.

All girls’ games are scheduled to start at 7 p.m., with the boys’ 
games starting at 8:30.

Lowndes, which beat Central 88-68 last Tuesday, is 15-2 overall* 
and 2-1 in the subregion. Wilkes said the big 20-point victory over 
the Jackets last week could work one or two ways.

“It could help our confidence because we know what we did to 
beat them last time,” he said. “However, it could backfire 
against us and the guys could get over-confident, which would be 
a big mistake. - -

“It’s kind of scary because they’ve been up and down all year, 
but we know how good they can be because they took Bainbridge 
to overtime at their place two weeks ago. We're expecting a 
tough battle, but if it turns* out like the last one. we ll be more 
than pleased.”

With four of the last five regular season games coming on the 
road, including the next three in a row following tonight's contest. 
Wilkes said his Vikings desperately need to win.

“We re pleased with our progress at this point, and the kids 
have done an outstanding job of coming to the game prepared to 
play throughout the year,” Wilkes said. “We have to take them 
one step at a time and if we win the rest of them everything else 
will fall in place.”

In the girls’ game, it will be a repeat of last week’s 
confrontation of unbeaten teams that had top-ranked Lowndes 
coming out on top, 45-44. The Lady Vikings had to overcome a

seven-point deficit to claim the victory, and played without the 
services of senior starters Natasha Horn and Pansy March.

“We’re expecting another tough battle against Central,” 
Lowndes Coach Steve Kebler said. “They came back and beat a 
tough Colquitt County team last Friday, and will be out for 
revenge tonight.”

The Lady Vikings are 17-0 overall and 3-0 in subregion play.

igether 
had to

Centralis 13-1 and 2-1. ...
Once again, the Lady Vikings will have to tangle with the 

Jackettes without its full forces; Horn and March are still out of 
action. Sophomore point guard Beverly Williams, who has taken 
over for March, may also miss the game due to a virus

However, three definites for Kebler is the senior trio of Debbie 
Richardson, Pam Walker and Sherice Willis. The rest of the 
lineup will come from Jennifer Griffin, Angela Woods, Cindy 
Hall, Sadie Strothers and Williams.

“Our seniors are the backbone, and they have held us together 
through all of the injuries and everthing else that we’ve had to 
face,’ Kebler said. “In our last game against them, they did a 
good job of slowing things down and controlling the tempo.

•We’d like to kick the ball out and run with every chacne that
we get, but we can play the half-court same too. We play better 
when we're running, and we look like a different team. We re just 
hanging by a thread right now and just have to give it our best 
shot. . .

“Our seniors have to play well for us to win. This is a scrappy 
bunch, and they aren’t worried about our win streak. We re just 
trying to hold oh until we can get everybody healthy.”

Valdosta will be out for revenge against the Bobcats from 
Buchholz, who beat the Wildcats58-42 earlier in the season.

The Cats, 9-8 overall, will be trying to break out of a slump 
which has sent them reeling to eight losses in the last nine games.

“We played good ball in our last game (a 54-48 loss at 
Bainbridge) and made some improvement,” Valdosta Coach 
Mike O’Brien said. “We missed some key free throws at the end 
and they hit all of theirs, which proved to be the difference in the 
game. *

“It was a real disheartening loss for us because the kids gave 
such an outstanding effort, but we just have to forget about that 
one. We’ve just got to tighten up our straps and give it another 
try. We've got to be a little more consistent and continue to play 
strong defease, which could turn things around for us.”

Times Staff Photo By Nadine snocne\

Valdosta's Derrick Folsom Leaps For Layup

7

VHS Named
To Ga. School
Excellence List

Bv MICK HENDERSON 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School's recent selection 
a Georgia School of Excellence marks a 
first-time event for the institution.

The school is one of 30 middle, junior 
and high schools around the state to be 
honored by the state Board of Education 
as a School of Excellence for 1985.

The schools were selected based on 
their administrative leadership: teacher 
effectiveness; academic goals and 
achievements; school curriculum: dis­
cipline; and community involvement and 
support.

“It involved all aspects of the school’s 
programs,” said VHS principal Bill 
Aldrich. “There wasn't any emphasis on 
any particular one.

“We re delighted,” he said. “I think 
this award is a reflection of the communi 
ty’s attitude toward education.' ’

Aldrich said the School of Excellence 
program was initiated in 1983 as the 
result of a 1982 study of education in this 
country by a group known as the 
Education Council, appointed by Presi­
dent Reagan

The program is “designed to identify 
and honor successful school programs 
throughout the state and to encourage 
excellence in ail schools,” according to a 
state Department of Education news 
release

As well as garnering the state honor. 
VHS has been selected as one of six 
Georgia high schools to compete in the 
national School of Excellence competi­
tion. the results of which will be an 
nounced sometime this spring. Aldrich 
said.

Each school in the competition was first 
recommended by it s county school super­
intendant and then had to complete a 
20-page application outlining various 
programs, according to state department 
of education official Mike Tenoschok.

He said many of the questions in the 
application were “open ended” so the 
schools would have the opportunity to 
fully exdplain their particular programs

The final nominations, consisting of one 
elementary, middle and high school from 
each school system, were then submitted 
to as panel of Tennessee educators for 
judging.

Tenoschok said the state has a recipro­
cal agreement with Tennessee involving 
school competitions to insure objectivity.

He said the final nominees were judged 
in such areas as clear academic goals, 
high expectations for students: order and 
discipline for students; and rewards and 
incentives for students and teachers

Valdosta School Superintendant Ralph 
Brandon said the award “is a tremendous 
honor for the faculty anckstudents and for 
the community as well.

“We’re very pleased at being re 
cognized in such a manner." he said, 
adding that the inclusion in the national 
competition is “an even more distinctive 
honor ’ __ I



From Staff Reports 
ALBANY - Valdosta High 
continued on its roller­
coaster ride this season, 
falling to Albany- 
Dougherty 51-50 Saturday 
night.

Dougherty came back 
from a 25-22 halftime defi­
cit to pull out the win. 
However, Valdosta had 
several chances to pull out 
the win, but failed to 
capatilize on the op­
portunites.

The Cats trailed the 
Trojans 48-46. but were in 
possesion of the ball with 
just over a minute left to 
play. However, Valdosta 
was hit with a charging 
foul, and Dougherty made 
both free throws for a 50-46 
lead with only 32 seconds 
left

Valdosta came back to 
score on its next possesion 
and cut the lead to two 
points, 50-48. but 
Dougherty iced the game 
by hitting one of two free 
throws for a 51-48 advan­
tage with only seven sec­
onds left. Valdosta added a 
basket as time was runn­
ing out for the final 51-50 
verdict.

“We had our chances, 
but didn’t take advantage

that's all that I can ask of 
the guys.” O'Brien said. 
‘ Dougherty hit some key 
free throws in the end and

ju£rSt?fle$l us at the tree 
throw line.

“They hit something like
24 free thows and that's

we made some crucial just too much to overcome 
We are improving and 
have a voung team, and 
everybody got a chance to

turnovers that turned the 
game around. It gave them 
the momentum, but we 
kept after them all the way 
until the buzzer sounded.*'

Wallace Campbell was 
the only Cat to hit double 
figures with 12 points, 
while Glenn Edwards 
topped Dougherty with 19 
and Tim Merritt added 10.

In the girls’ game, 
Dougherty made it a 
sweep, racing by the Lady 
Wildcats 78-63.

Wendy Irvin and Felecia 
Henderson combined for 38 
points for the Lady Cats, 
but it wasn’t enough as
their record dipped to 3-18.

‘J thought we did a 
pretty good job of shooting 
the ball,” Valdosta Coach 
James Studstill said. “We 
made more than 50 percent 
of our shots, but got in 
early foul trouble and they

of them, which was le

Valdosta will play host to 

Lowndes. Tuesday.
Boys' Game

Valdosta 
Dougherty

7 18
10 12

Valdosta (50) —

14 11—50
12 17—51 

Campbell 12,
Kitchens 7, Edwards 4, Walker 6, 
Folsom 6, Wright 4, Brown 7, 
Lowe4 Totals226 11 50.

Dougherty (51) — Johnson 6, 
Edwards 19, Merritt 10, 
Marshall 9, Smith 6, Kittle 1. I 
Totals 23 5 8 51.

Record: Valdosta 10 10.
Girls' Game

Valdosta 10 17 18 18—63
Dougherty 21 19 24 14—78

Valdosta (63) — Henderson 18, 
Irvin 20, L.Irvin 7, Ceasare 4. 
Bass 3. Longieliere 0, Weathers 
poon 6, Lowe 0. Shown 2, Gardner
1, Barnett- 2 Totals 26 11 22 
fouls) 63

Dougherty (78) — Whitlock 
Baisden 2, Fisroe 2, Davis 
Edwards 0, Davis 2, Brown

(24

10
25
13

Smith 4, Hall 18, Rouse 2. Total? 
27 24 35 (18 fouls) 78.

Record: Valdosta 3 18
Next game: Tuesday v

Lowndes.

VHS Closes Season With Victories
difference in the game.” 
Valdosta Coach Mike 
O’Brien said. ‘‘We got a 
tremendous effort from all 
of the kids, but we just 
came up short this time ”

Dougherty led 10-7 at the 
end of the first period, but 
Valdosta outscored the 
Trojans 18-12 in the second 
quarter to take a three- 
point lead into the dressing 
room

Valdosta pushed its lead 
to 39-34 by the end of the 
third quarter, but couldn’t 
maintain the advantage. 
The Trojans outscored 
Valdosta 17-11 in the final 
period to pull out the win.

“We played all out and

The Valdosta High Wrestlers capped off the regualar 
season in grand style Saturday, winning two matches. The 
Wildcats beat Westover 32-22, and Dougherty 49-12.

In the Westover Match, Jimmy Lewis of Valdosta 
scored a 39 second pin to remain undefeated at 15-0. Chris 
Gray and Tony Johnson also pinned their opponents. 
Winning by decision for the Wildcats were Mike Schmier, 
Louie Gonis, Andrew Kaiser, and Ira Wenze.

Against Dougherty, Louie Gonis scored the quickest pin 
of the match, beating his opponent in just 51 seconds.

Wildcat James Wakefield was out of state, checking on 
a football scholarship, and Craig Klement is still out with 
a knee injury.

The Wildcats’ will 
weekend Febuary 8-9.

host the Area Tournament next

Valdosta vi Westover
im pound class — Double Forfeit. 107 - Schmier >Vi dec Thanh. 114 - Gonis .V 

dec Snapp. 121 - Gray । Vl pinned Goree. 128 Green " dec Hebner 134 - Kaiser 
i V> dec Burkett. 140 - Wenze (V) dec Tommy Lacy. 147 - Redding W* pinned 
Tinney. 157 Branch < W i pinned Moorman. 169 Tony Johnson < V1 pinned Goree. 187

Northrop i W1 won by forfeit. UNL Lewis < V • pinned Bishop
Valdosta vs Doughcriv

loo pound class Schmier I V> won by forfeit. 107 Double Forfeit. 114 Gonis V. 
pinned Green. 121 Gray iV) dec. Smith, 128 Hebner ‘Vi pinned Moran, 134 
Kaiser (Vi pinned Sanders. 140 - Wenze iV» pinned Drew. 147 Tinney <Vi won by 
forfeit, 157 Russell D) pinned Moorman. 169 Johnson *Vi det Walker. 187 
Lyons • Di won by forfeit. UNL. — Lewis (V* won by fnrfA”

ikings To Face Valdosta1?
Rv nncFR r RpnwK In the eirls* came. Lowndes will be coming back from its firstBy ROGER B. BROWN

Times Sports Writer
The sports world is full of cliches, but there’s one in particular 

that Lowndes High basketball Coach Terry Wilkes likes to stickigh basketball Coach Terry Wilkes likes to stick 
[bout his Vikings, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”to when talking al _ . ,

In 18 of their 19 games, the Vikings have started the same 
lineup of Earl Gray and Paul March at the guard spots, Chuck 
Cooper on the wing, with Eric Davis and Undrae Mitchell filling
in the low post slots.

That group will have a chance to break the school’s single 
season record for victories tonight against Valdosta in a key 
Region 1-AAAA South matchup.

In other area games, Berrien County visits Clinch County, 
Cairo travels to Cook County, Colquitt County is on the road 
against Albany-Westover, Lanier County takes on Brooks 
County in Quitman, and Tiftarea visits Valwood.

All girls’ games are scheduled to start at 7 p.m. with the boys’ 
game starting at 8:30.

“We shouldn’t have any problems getting up for this one,” 
Wilkes said. “There are a lot of incentives involved and we need 
to win this game to have any chance at gaining the top spot in 
the subregion.

“It’s tough enough trying to beat a team twice in the same 
season, but this is our third time playing one another and the 
task won't be any easier this time. We’ve come out ready to play 
in all of pur games, but we didn’t play particularly well in out 
last game (against Colquitt Co.). We did just enough things to 
pull out the win and stay in control of the game.

Lowndes is 17-2 overall and 5-1 in the subregion. Two of those 
victories came against Valdosta, but one of the losses came at

In the girls’ game, Lowndes wilt be coming back from its first 
loss of the season — 151-32 decision to at Colquitt County.

That game marked the return to action of senior scoring 
leader Natasha Horn.

“It’s always a big game when we play Valdosta and we 
shouldn’t have any problem getting up for this one,” Lady 
Vikings Coach Steve Kebler said. “We’ve been taking them one 
game at a time all season, and there’s no reason to think that our 
girls won’t be able to come back from that last game.

home against subregion leading Bainbridge. The loss snapped a 
nine-game winning streak for the Vikings. The Vikings have wonnine-game winning streak 
four-in-row since that loss.

“We’ve been playing with confidence all season, but I still 
don’t feel like we’ve reached our peak,” Wilkes said. “Our play 
has been consistent all year, and I don’t know if there’s a way to 
prepare for a letdown except hard work.

Valdosta, 10-10, has been on a roller-coaster ride all season. 
Wallace Campbell leads the ’Cats in scoring, averaging nearly 
18 per game, while seniors James Edwards, Victor Walker and 
Derrick Folsom lend support.

“They’re more disgusted with themselves than anything else 
right now. We’re not feeling sorry for ourselves. We’re not going 
to change anything that we’ve been working on. We just have to 
do a better job of executing those things.”

Lowndes is 18-1 overall and 6-0 in subregion play. Valdosta is 
3-18 overall.

“We know they’ll be high as a kite coming in here, especially 
after losing their first game last week,” Valdosta Coach James 
Studstill said. “They’ll be out for blood and all we can do is just 
hang in there and give it our best shot.

“I don’t know how much of a challenge we ll be able to present 
them, but we’re going to fight them all the way. We’ve been 
playing a lot of girls in recent weeks in what has been a 
rebuildingyear. .

Clinch County will be trying for its second win in just over a 
week’s time against the Rebels from Berrien County. The 
Panthers are 10-8 for the season and clinched the Region 2-A title 
last Friday against Atkinson County.

“We’re playing with a lot of confidence right now. but we stil 
have a lot of things that we need to work on,’ Clinch Coach Allen 
Robbins said. “We beat them (Berrien) pretty good last time, so 
I’m sure they’ll be out to make up for that.

“As I’ve said many times before, We’ve been playing 
extremely well since the Christmas break and I just hope that 
we don’t get too overconfident. We’re trying to build some 
momentum heading into the tournament, but a lot of things can 
happen in two weeks time.

“If we can continue to work hard, I think we’ll be all right. 
We’re going to put in some extra practice time on our 
ball-handling and rebounding techniques. We’ve got to do a 
better job in both those areas Io become a complete basketball 
team.”



VHS Upset Sidetracks 
Lowndes’ Title Dreams

Times Staff Photo By Nadine Shochet

.owndes9 Chuck Cooper Tries To Pass Over Valdosta's Sylvester Kitchen

By ROGER B. BROWN U f 
times SportsWriter

Before Lowndes and Valdosta met Tuesday 
night, Lowndes’s Terry Wilkes and Valdosta’s 
Mike O’Brien agreed that records didn’t count 
for very much in the key Region 1-AAAA South 
game as Valdosta upset Lowndes 55-51 before a 
capacity crowd at Valdosta.

It was the final home game for Valdosta 
seniors Wallace Campbell, Derrick Folsom , 
James Edwards, Sylvester Kitchen and Victor 
Walker.

Meanwhile, Lowndes was shooting for a school 
single season record of 18 wins, hoping to 
remain in the thick of the subregion title chase 
with Bainbridge.

But, the third time proved to be the charm for 
Valdosta, who had lost in two previous meetings 
against the Vikings.

However, it didn’t come easy by any means as 
Valdosta saw a seven-point lead, 48-41, with 2:35 
left evaporate into a 51-51 tie in less than a 
minute and a half when Todd Williams hit a 
baseline jumper with 1:10 left.

Valdosta had been through this routine too 
many times before though, with seven of its 10 
losses coming by less than five points. The 
Wildcats raced back up the court and scored on 
a follow shot by Anthony Brown, who had his 
first attempt blocked by the Vikings’ Eric 
Davis.

Brown’s follow up came with 49 seconds left, 
but Lowndes had plenty of time to decide to play 
for the final shot or try to score early. The 
Vikings didn’t have any more time outs left 
though, and seemed confused about which 
strategic role to take.

They decided to go for the shot, but Paul 
March’s jumper was short. He got his own 
rebound, but it was slapped away. The ball was 
inbounded to Undrae Mitchell, but his 10-foot 
turn around was off and Campbell rebounded 
the errant attempt.

Campbell was fouled immediately with five 
seconds left to play. He calmly stepped to the 
foul line, and hit both ends of his bonus free 
throws to seal the game and end the Vikings 
dreams of finishing in top spot of the subregion 
tournament, which will be played at Lowndes.

“We just got beat,” Wilkes said. “We got the 
shot that we wanted at the end, but it just 
wouldn’t drop for us.

“There were three big keys in this loss 
tonight. We didn’t shoot well from the outside or 
indside. We had to play most of the game 
without our top scorer and rebounder (Davis) 
who was on the bench due to foul problems. And 
our free throw shooting, which has been our 
achilles heel all year, was once again just 
terrible.

BAS

Sorry, Coach
Lowndes High School roundball Viking Head Coach Terry 

Wilkes tries to convince the officials an an error in their ways, as 
Wilkes saw it, Tuesday night at Valdosta High School. The VHS

Wildcats upset the Vikes 55-51 before a capacity crowd in the VHS 
gymnasium. — Times Staff Photo by Nadine Shochet.

“Those things in a nutshell is what cost us this 
game. But you have to give Valdosta credit 
because they had a lot to do with how we played. 
We came back in the end and showed a lot of 
character, but we just couldn't pull it off. We 
didn’t shoot any free throws in the last quarter, 
while Valdosta was five-of-six.”

Campbell, Folsom and Brown combined to 
score 42 of Valdosta’s 55 points, with Campbell 
leading the way with 15 points and 14 rebounds 
Folsom follwed with 14 points, while Brown 
added 13 along with 12 rebounds.

Mitchell led Lowndes with 14 points, but 
March was the only other Viking to score in 
double figures with 10 points. Davis, who 
averages more than 16 points per game, was 
held to just eight points.

“The big thing that we got out of this game is 
that our kids now’ know that we can win some of 
these close games after being on the other end of 
so many of them,” O’ Brien said. “This can 
serve as a real shot in the arm and the kids have 
regained their confidence.

“We had to play super basketball to beat them 
because I feel like Lowndes has one of the best 
teams in the state. We made some costly mental 
mistakes at the end, but we regained our poise , 
and pulled out a big win. '

“Lowndes will never be out a game because 
they are so explosive and have the total team 
They can hurt you inside or outside. We just 1 
tried to maintian our composure and stick to the 
things that got us the lead. '

Lowndes led 15-12 at the end of the first 
quarter, but Valdosta fought back to take a 24-22 
lead by halftime. Lowndes biggest advantage of 
the game came at the start of the second 
quarter when Mitchell hit one of two free throws 
fora 16-12 lead.

Valdosta came back and eventually took the 
lead for good on a three-point play by Brown 
with 1:38 left in in the first half for a 24-21 
advantage. Lowndes’ Kirk Robinson hit a free 
throw with 1:06 left to complete the scoring in 
the half.

Valdosta opened the third period by scoring 
the first four points to lead 28-22, but Lowndes 
came back to cut it to 28-27 on a jumper by I 
Chuck Cooper with 4:57 left. The margin stayed 
between one and three points for the rest of the 
period and Valdosta led 36-33 going into the final 
quarter.

Lowndes (51) — Gray 3, March 10. Cooper 8, Mitchell 14, Davis 8, 
Robinson8, Williams2 Totals22 7 1 5(13fouls) 51.

Valdosta (55) — Campbell 15, Kitchens 4, Walker 6. Edwards 2, Wright 0, 
Brown 13, Folsom 14. Totals 23 9 16 (14 fouls) 55

Lowndes 
Valdosta

15 7 It 18-51
12 12 12 19—55

Records: Lowndes 17*2, Valdosta 11 10
Next Game: Lowndes at Bainbridge. Friday, Valdosta at Central

Thomasville, Friday. ■







VHS Hosting Area Wrestling Tournament
Bv Mike Colombo -^v^5' tournament sewed up, and knows that there is more than enough ——
Bv Mike Colombo

Times Sports Writer
Anyone who’s anybody has heard the adds for Georgia 

Championship Wrestling. You know the ones. They usually end 
with something really catchy like “Be There ”

The place to be this weekend is the Valdosta High gym.
No Andre the Giant won’t be there, or the Anderson Brothers, 

but some of the area's finest wrestlers will be there because 
Valdosta is hosting the Area High School Wrestling Tournaments.

Traveling to Valdosta will be Lowndes, Tift County, Monroe. 
Effingham County. Dougherty, Colquitt County, and Westover.

The tournament will be split, with round one starting at 7:30 
Friday night, and round two starting at 11:30 Saturday morning.

The championship round will begin at 7:30 Saturday night.
The Wildcats, who have won the tournament for the last four 

years, are hoping for a repeat performance and have several 
wrestlers coming back who did well in last year’s Region 1-AAAA 
meet Louie Gonis won last year in the 108-pound class: Wildcat 
captain Craig Klement won in the 122-pound class: James 
Wakefield placed third at 188: and Jimmy Lewis won at 198. 
Lewis is undefeated, 15-0, and is a strong contender at 
^Wildcat Coach Jim Landrum knows his team does not have the

»

Times Staff Photo by Laura Harns

hints past lOOluaii season, aumiij uvnw 
helped lead the Valdosta Wildcats to a 

15-0 record, the Class AAAA state cham-
pionship and the mythical National
Championship.

And Lewis hasn't stopped there. He was 
still 15-0 Friday. The only difference is the 
sport. And after this weekend's Class 
AAAA Area Wrestling Tournament at 
Valdosta High. Lewis has yet to be beaten 
this year. He walked away with the 
heavyweight championship after beating 
Lowndes Jimmy Lolley in the finals.

_ Lewis, like many

Lewis.
“We start all the wrestlers on just the 

basics,” Landrum said. “Him and 
(James) Wakefield came out together as 
sophomores because they wanted to help 
their football with agility work in wrestl­
ing. We showed Jimmy the basic moves 
just like we do everybody He just fell into 
it. All of sudden he woke up one morning 
and he was a wrestler. He wasn't like a 
kid you take for four years and hope you 
develop him. He came out and beat a kid 
who was region champion, and just beat 
him to death. He went on from there and 
did well in the state.

The Clans AAAA Area Wrestling Touma innet Will Be Held At Valdosta Friday And Saturday

earner
This past football season. Jimmy Lewis

Lewis 
something that

football players, 
decided to 
participate in 
another sport to 
try and keep in 
shape. The only 
difference is the 
way he has terror- | 
ized opponents this 
year.
* And that, ac- I 
cording to Valdos­
ta wrestling coach 
Jim Landrum, is 

just came natural to

tournament sewed up,
competition for his team.

“I think Westover is going to be our competition. I thought 
Lowndes would be up until the last couple of weeks. (Lowndes 
Coach Newnan) Sancnez has had some tough luck. He lost three 
of his best wrestlers. I feel bad for Newnan because he’s worked 
so hard,” Landrum said.

“Westover has a bov at a 101 (Stanley Roberts) and they have 
Thanh Lv at 107, and lie’s tough. They’ve got a kid named Todd 
Northrup at 187 who plaved quarterback for them, a super kid 
from up North. He won ‘the Cook County Tournament. They’ve 
got some other kids who are real tough. ’ ’

Reginald Swan, who placed fourth at 115, will return for 
Monroe.

Lowndes has two wrestlers returning who placed last year. 
Mike Woodruff placed third at 101, and Jimmy Lolley lost in the 
finals to Valdosta’s Lewis. Lewis and Lolley stand a good chance 
to meet again this year in the heavyweight class. Lolley has lost 
only one match all year, a three point decision to Lewis.

Effingham is new to the tournament
The admission price will be $3 per round, and the final round 

will cost $4. $2 for children under 12. A tournament pass costs $10.

That was Lewis' sophomore year Last 
vear, he was the runnerup in the state in 
the 198-pound class. But this year. Lewis 
is having to compete in the unlimited 
class since the Georgia High School 
Association did away with 198.

“If they still had the 198-pound class, 
Jimmy would walk through the state this 
year/' Landrum said. “The problem he's 
going to run into is that Berkmar just has 
an animal that weighs about 285 and 
placed fourth in the state last year and is 
tough. Jimmy can beat him. though. He 
can out-quick him and out-manuever him. 
Wheeler has a good kid that weighs about 
225-230. Jimmy beat him last year at 198. 
That ’s the main competition right there. I 
also understand there's a good boy from 
LaGrange that's real tough. But we feel 
he has an excellent chance of winning it 
He’s a light-heavyweight. But Leon 
Johnson placed second up there and only 
weighed 206. We re looking forward to 
seeing what happens.”

Lewis is looking forward to state meet 
as well.

“As a senior, I decided I should try and 
go undefeatged and w in the state. Lewis 
said. “I just made up my mind and 
decided I was going to go all out and give 
it my best shot. I think I've got a good 
chance of winning the state this year.

Although Lewis will be signing a 
football scholarship later this week, he 
said wrestling is a little bit tougher.

Competitors
Records Are In Parenthesis

Colquitt
iic _ Daniels (9-2); 122 — Fetterman (12 4 1); 129 — Goodnu (2 6); 135 - While. 

141 - Mitchell (4 3) 148 - Revier (13 2); 158 Yarbouarh (12 2). 170 - Oakw.w 
(12 2) 188 - Jackson (7-7); UNI. — Caldwell (4 5)

Dougherty
115 _ Darren Green (4 10); 122 - Corey Smith Corey (9 5); 129 - Robel Morgan 

(7 7); 135 _ Travis Sanders (0 3), 141 - Stacy Drew, (3 8); 148 - Steve Brooks 0 8 ■ 
158 - Johnny Russell (5 6 1); 170 - Scon Walker (8 3). 188 - Patrick Lyons (9 3). 
UNL — Ronnie Woodworth (0 5).

Effingham County
129 — Scott Peavy (0-2); 148 — Robert Griffin (0 1); 158 — Randy Caldwell (1 2)

170-Edward Johnson (ID. •
Lowndes

101 _ Holly Frye (6 6). 108 - James Mallory (10-3) 115 - Michael Woodruff 
(6-3); 122 - Chase Gregory (4-3); 129 - Barry Broome (36); 135 - Michael Miley 
(45). 141 _ Richard Brunston (2 6 1); 148 - Jody Platt (5 5). 158 - Darren Broome 
(0 2); 170 — Ryan Broome (4-7); 188 — Dwayne Kelley (0 8), UNL — Jimmy Lolley

(51).
Monroe

115 - Michael Waters (3 5). 122 - Reginald Swan (5 2 1) 129 - Christopher 
Floyd (3 1). 135 — Gromasky Albritten (5 2), 141 Greg Peterson (6 11), 148 
Eddie Roberts (3 4); 158 — Mark Vickers (0 4 1) 170 — David Medlock (5 3), 188 - 
Anthony Reed (15).

Tift County
101 _ RiCky Frambo; 115 - B Irwin; 122 - L Alexander; 129 L Sears; 135 

- Thomas Dorsey; 141 - Dave Rogers. 148 Petrone Harns, 158 - Chris Osby 
170-Sammy Tuff; 188- Bobby Gordon; UNL-Jackson.

Valdosta , e
101 - Mike Schmier (17 4), 108 - Greg Hebner (0 D; 115 - Louis Gonjs (175D 

122 - Chris Gray (13-6); 129 - Craig Klement (18 2), 135 - Andrew Kaiser (6-8 , 
141 - Ira Wenze (15 5), 148 - Bret Tinney (0 2); 158 - Ashlev Mourman (5 ID 
170 —Tony Johnson (8 7); 188 —James Wakefield (9 1); UNL- Jimmy Lewis (15 0) 

Westover
101 - Stanley Roberts (5-0), 108 - Thank Ly (4 1); 115 - Steve SnjPP 

122 - Ken Goree (15); 129 - Johnny Green (8 1); 135 - Adam Burkett (46); 141 
— Tommy Lacy (8 1); 148 - Arcillious Redding (7 1); 158 - Anthony Branch (6 2). 
170— Steve Goree (2 4); 188-Todd Northrop (7 0); UNL - Curtis Kimbrell (3 2).

How They Score
Individual

Take Down ••••••••••••••••••• 2 Points
When a wrestler gets behind or on top os his opponent from the neutral or standing 

position „ . a
Escape* ••••••••••••••••••*•’ Point

Gettin out from underneath an opponent to a neutral position
Reversal* ••••••••••••••••••• 2 Points

Getting out from underneath the opponent and behind or on .op of him
Near Fall ••••••••••••♦••••••2 or 3 Points

A near fall is a position in which the offensive wrestler has control of his opponent in a 
pinning situation with: . .

1) Both shoulders of the defensive wrestler held momentarily within four inches of the 
mat or less, or when one shoulder of the defensive wrestler is touching the mat and the 
other shoulder is held at an angle of 45 degrees of less with the mat. - 2 points

2) The criteria for a near fall having met uniterupted for five seconds. The visual hand 
count is to be used in determining a three point near fall - 3 points
StFirs? offense — 1 point; Third offense - 2 points; Fourth offense Disqualified. 

Stalling is avoiding wrestling in any position.
Illegal Holds, Technical Violations, Roughness

First and Second offense - 1 point, Third offense - 2 points. Fourth offense
Disqualified. „ .

A) Pulling back on thumb or less than four fingers on opponent s hand
B) Any holdover nose, throat or mouth that restricts breathing.
C) Locking hands behind the back in nuetral position.
D) Bending, twisting or forcing the head or any limb beyond normal limits nr 

movement
E) Double Arm Bar locking hands
F) unsportsmanlike conduct.
G) Unnecessary roughness.
H)Full Straight-Back Suplay
I) Head Scissors.
J) Full Nelson.
K) Slams.

“I enjoy football more, but just a little 
bit over wrestling, because that’s what I 
grew up on. playing football.” Lewis said. 
“But in wrestling, you have to get a little 
more serious than you do in football. You 
have to take a lot of time by yourself to 
think. In football, you have to worry about 
holding your position down and doing 
your best In wrestling, it’s just one-on- 
bne. It's really different from football.

“Trying to be prepared both physically 
and mentally is tough. You have to be 
ready physically and you have to get it in 
your mind what you're going to do on the 
mat.'

But for Lewis, that’s not much of a 
problem. He’s had very little trouble 
getting by his opponents this year. His 
closest match was a 5-4 decision over 
Lolley this year. The rest have been 
walk aways. And that’s because he thinks 
while he’s on the mat.

“You've got to think when you're on the 
mat,” Landrum said. “And Jimmy does. 
He moves into his moves real natural. 
Probably the biggest two factors that help 
him are he’s verv quick, quicker than any 
heavyweight in Georgia, and his strength.



National Signing Day

Randy Gay, John Porter* 
Go With Georgia Tech

vD^ , . Bv ROGER B. BROWS
<2-/3-^ Times Sports Writer

The national signing date is finally here. Coaches at all levels 
have been busy sweeping the country on the hunt of prospects 
who could help either maintain the staus of their program or turn 
it around.

Georgia, considered by many recruiters to be one of the top 
five states in the nation for high school talent, is no exception this 
year. Valdosta and Lowndes high schools alone have more major 
college talent than the entire state of South Carolina.

Put that with many other top programs in the state and it’s no 
wonder 1985 will be a banner season for college recruiters.

The area’s top recruit. Valdosta all-America linebacker John 
Porter signed with Georgia Tech Wednesday afternoon after 
narrowing his choices to Tech, Georgia and Pittsburgh.

“I think education is the most important thing,” Porter said. T 
wanted to play big-time football. I feel like I’ll fit in better there 
(Tech). They stuck with me the whole time (recruiting) and 
seemed to really care.”

Other area players who signed Wednesday are Lowndes 
quarterback Randy Gay, who is headed for Georgia Tech, 
Berrien County quarterback Clay McCall, who is going to Tulane, 
and Lowndes defensive lineman Jimmy Lolley, who will be going 
to Southwestern Louisiana.

Also headed to Southwestern Louisiana is Valdosta defensive 
lineman James Wakefield. In addition. Valdosta quarterback 
Berke Holtzclaw and running back Willie Lewis are both headed 
for East Carolina. Colquitt County’s Nathaniel Lewis is 
considering South Carolina or Georgia, while Central- 
Thomasville’s Jessie Small has several different schools still in 
the picture.

While Georgia. Georgia Tech. Clemson, South Carolina and 
Auburn will get their share of the wealth in the state, Valdosta 
State is also cashing in.

The Blazers have gotten off to a fast start under first-year head

Central-Thomasville.
Wide receivers Tony Ross (6-1. 185) of LaGrange. Anthony 

Mitchell (5-10. 182) of Griffin, and linemen Dana Fender (6-0. 220) 
and Macon-Northside product Bennie Laverette (6-5, 250) also 
signed with the Blazers.

Other players in the state who are expected to sign with the 
Blazers are a pair of linemen from Campbell-Fairburn. Jim 
Brooks (6-6, 290) and Kyle Jones (6-3. 260). Defensive lineman 
Hershel Wooten (6-2, 235) of Waycross. Savannah running back 
Tony Grant (5-11, 170) and Jonesboro fullback Bobby Seals also 
joined the fold.

Oliver BlountCounty, and lineman

John Porter 
Ga. Tech

Monticello, Fla., is another runner who signed with VSC

Willie Lewis 
East Carolina

Clay McCall 
Tulane

Jimmy Lolley 
SW Louisiana

Berke Holtclaw 
East Carolina

James Wakefield 
SW Louisiana

Darrell Leonard 
VSC

<5-7. 170) of Middleburg. Fla., turned down several major 
olleges to cast his lots with VSC. William Massey (6-0. 195), of ----------------------- . • . , ... —. this

Tift County defensive back Wes McGriff (6-1. 180) and all-state 
wide receiver Darrin Teals (5-8, 165) of Tifton, along with 
lineman Stewart Sauthall (6-2, 240) of Millidgeville-Brooks are all 
till considering VSC and won’t sign until later in the week.
Running back Tony Williams (5-10, 170) of Perry, Fla., heads 

the lists of out-of-state signees for the Blazers.
Highly-regarded running back-defensive back. Donnie Harrell

morning.

coach Jim Berryman in the recruiting season.
On Wednesday, the Blazers signed Valdosta center Jon Reaves, 

Lowndes corner back Calvin Orr. Colquitt County quarterback 
Darrell Funderburk. Albany Monroe quarterback-defensive back 
Lee Mathis, tight end Darrell Leonard of Valdosta, running back 
Stonewall Jackson of Thomasville, lineman Mike Sellers of Lee 

’ (6-feet-2. 240-pound) of

John Reaves 
VSC

Calvin Orr Randy Gay 
Ga. Tech

Charles Brooks of Chrystal River High in St. Petersburg. Fla.. 
(6-0 235) is a fullback-nose guard prospect and defensive backs 
Alphonso Williams (6-3. 195) - a teammate of Massey’s - and 
Wayne Gallman (6-1. 170) of Parker are both expected to sign 
with the Blazers.

Orange Park High linebacker Troy Copeland (6-2. 220) is also 
expected to ink with the Blazers today.

Teammates Scott Brady (6-6. 220), Richie Giddens (6-2. 260) 
and Jim Mankins (6-1, 255) of Sandalwood High are expected to 
sign with VSC later in the week. Defensive end Michael Porter 
(6-2, 185) of Jacksonville Raines is also being looked at bv the 
Blazers.

Several other out-of-state performers with some impressive 
credentials have the Blazers listed in their top two choices

Wide receiver Teffin Benedict (5-11. 160) of Jacksonville 
Raines is considering VSC and Central Florida. Defensive end 
Godfrey Story (6-3. 215) of Jacksonville Ribault is considering 
VSC and Central Florida also.

The Blazers have also raided the junior college ranks for a pair 
ol new editions, Albert Gant (5-11. 170) is a defensive back out of 
Tennessee Military Institute and Terrance Green (6-1. 230) is a 
sophomore transfer from Cowley (Kansas) Junior College. They 
are both already enrolled in school and will participate in the 
upcoming spring drills. f

According to Berryman, the Blazers are recruiting across the 
board this year, with emphasis on running backs, wide receivers 
and linemen.

T feel good about how things are progressing right now 
despite the fact that we started a little late with the coaching 
change, ’ Berryman said. “We are making good progress, and 
we’re excited about our chances with some of the people.

“We have some definite areas of concern, but return a good 
nucleus of people to work with. We've got to get some players in 
here who we feel will be around for the next four years We feel 
like we are on solid ground, but we have to continue to build as 
we grow. ”

The Blazers are still hoping to land several other area 
prospects. Valdosta defensive back Derrick Folsom is looking at 
VSC. Pittsburg. East Carolina and Tennessee-Chatanooga 
Defensive lineman Jimmy Lewis is considering VSC. along with 
several junior colleges. Cook County Linebackers. Kenny Tippins 
and Rodney Hart are also still on the shopping list.

.^*^



Today's Area Signings
Name Pos. Hgt Wgt High School College

John Porter LB 6-0 215 Valdosta Georgia Tech
Randy Gay QB 6-3 205 Lowndes Georgia Tech
Calvin Orr DB 5-7 150 Lowndes Valdosta State
Darrell Funderburk QB 6-1 165 Colquitt County Valdosta State
Darrell Leonard TE 6-1 190 Valdosta Valdosta State
Jon Reaves C 6-1 180 Valdosta Valdosta State
Clay McCall QB 6-2 190 Berrien County Tulane
Jimmy Lolley DT 6-3 230 Lowndes Southwestern La
Berke Holtzclaw QB 6-0 160 Valdosta East Carolina

Willie Lewis RB 5-8 170 Valdosta East Carolina

James Wakfield DT 6-3 210 Valdosta Southwestern La

I Valdosta Begins Title Fight
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Tinies Sports Writer
A new day has dawned on the high school basketball 

season. It's playoff time, and now you either do or don't.
Region 1-AAAA South play gets under way tonight at 

Lowndes High when the Valdosta Lady Wildcats, who are 
seeded No. 4, takes on No. 3 Bainbridge in the opening-round 
girls’ game at 7 p.m and the Valdosta boys, seeded No. 3, 
meets Central-Thomasville, seeded No. 4, in the nightcap at 
8:30.

The winner of the Valdosta-Central contest will take on No. 
2 seed Lowndes Friday night at 8:30. Before that encounter, 
the girls No. 2-seeded team, Central Thomasville (17-2 and 
4-2), will meet the Bainbridge-Valdosta winner at 7 p.m.

The Bainbridge boys’ (18-4 and 6-0) and Lowndes girls' 
(21-1 and 6-0), the respective subregion winners, will swing 
into action Saturday in the finals against the survivors from 
the first two rounds. The final two teams get an automatic 
bid to the region tournament next week.

The Valdosta boys have suffered through an up and down 
season, and finished with an 11-12 overall mark and 2-4 
subregion racord. In the regular-season, Valdosta and 
Central split their two games. Valdosta won the first time 
around by 20 points, but Central came back to win the second 
time by 15 points.

“We have to play with a lot more intensity and enthusiam 
than we did the last time,” Valdosta Coach Mike O'Brien 
said. “It was hard to get up for them that second time after 
coming off a big win over Lowndes earlier in the week.

“We weren’t ever mentally in the game, and they just 
killed us on both ends of the court on the boards.

“Rebounding will probably be the key, because we feel like 
we’ll be able to stop their outside shooting, which iust killed 
us in the last game. Hopefully, playing on a neutral gym will 
have some kind of effect on them.”

which lust killed 
neutral gym will

The Cats have been hampered by poor free throw 
shooting, and are hitting less than 40 percent of their shots 
from the field. In the last meeting with Central, the 'Cats shot

less than 35 percent from the field.
“We had the shots in that game, but we just couldn't 

convert them,” O’Brien said. “We have just got to do a better 
job of hitting those shots. Most of our shooting liabilities has 
to do with confidence.

“We know that this is it, and there’s no tomorrow. We 
expect the kids to go all out, and if they do, we feel like we 
can win. If we’re not in the right frame of mind now, then we 
never will be. Every game will be our last one until we reach 
the subregion final.”

Starting for the ’Cats will be Sylvester Kitchens at point 
guard, Victor Walker and Derrick Folsom on the wings, with 
James Edwards and Wallace Campbell on the low post.

“Our inconsistent shooting has hampered our playing 
style,” O’Brien said. “We like to kick the ball out and run 
with it. but we haven’t been able to do much of that this year.

Lowndes Coach Terry Wilkes is cautiously-optimistic about 
his team's chances. The Vikings just completed the most 
successful season in the history of the school as far as wins in 
a single season —18.

“That’s all behind us now, even thuogh this has been a good 
year,” Wilkes said. “It's a one-game season now from here 
bn out. I just hope that we're lucky enough to make it to 
Saturday, so we can keep our season going

“We’ve played well at home all year (the only loss came in 
a 64-62 setback against Bainbridge) and I would rather be 
playing here than anywhere else.

“All the teams know each other pretty well right now and it 
won’t be easy. The team that has the best chance of winning 
is the one that can relax and play its game. We hope that it 
will be us, but you never know just how things will turn out.

“We try to look at our situation as an advantage. I d much 
rather finish second than fourth. I’m kind of worried about 
this bye. Playing at home will be a big boost for us. We won’t 
have to make a bus ride and will be playing in familiar 
surroundings. Our guys won’t have to break up their regular 
routine. But, it’s the time of the year that if you mess up, you 
pack up and go home. ’ ’
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Club Sweethearts Display Emblem

DECA Emblem

More Than Logo
The DECA emblem is much more than a simple logo 

offering a focal point for the club.
Rather it is a symbol demonstrating the essence of 

DECA. Each of the points on the diamond represent a 
particular aspect of DECA as does te wrapped package in 
the center.

The first point of the diamond represents vocational 
understanding. The MDE program at VHS is designed to 
help students understand their working conditions and 
how to handle unusual situations.

The second point of the diamond represents civic 
consciousness. MDE classes at VHS provide guidance 
toward and stress awareness of community needs. 
Projects are then planned to meet these needs.

The third point of the diamond represents social 
intelligence. This aspect of DECA is taught through 
activities and social events sponsored by the club

The fourth point of the diamond represents leadership 
development. This point is the most heavily stressed by 
the MDE program at VHS. Activities sponsored by the 
club give students an excellent opportunity to practice 
what they have learned.

The center of the DECA diamond is occupied by a 
wrapped package. This package represents the student 
well prepared by a thorough education, who is capable of 
doing a good job.

This process is one that is begun with the young student 
and carried through by the teachers, administrators, 
parents and the businessmen who influence the student 
through his pre-college life.



Nothing^ Easy About Being Recruited
Editor’s Note: John Porter was one of 

the most highly-recruited high school 
football players in the nation this year. 
From getting mail as a sophomore up 
until this past Wednesday, Porter led a 
very public life. Wednesday, he signed a 
national letter of intent to attend Georgia 
Tech.

Although Porter was constantly re­
ceiving posters, calendars and stickers 
from schools recruiting him. he said he 
was glad it’s finally over. He was looking 
forward to the national signing date when 
he could officially get everyone to leave 
him alone for some much-needed peace 
and quiet.

Following is his story as told to 
Valdosta Daily Times Sports Editor 
Robert L. Bradley about the ups and 
downs of being recruited by just about 
every major college in the nation.

I’m glad it’s over. I was tired of the 
phone calls and the coaches showing up at 
the high school three times a week just to 
see me, leaving me notes, writing me post 
cards from what seemed like every little 
town they stopped in on their journey 
back to college. It really got boring, 
tiresome and aggrevating. The phone 
calls were very aggrevating.

At first, it kinda made me feel like I 
was in an elite group. As I read my mail 
and talked to my teammates even more, 
and they sat down and showed me what 
they had received. It made me really sit 
down and think about the opportunities I 
had in front of me. It macfe me more 
mature than I was because there were a 
lot of people looking at me and I really 
didn’t nave to impress anybody. I thought 
being myself would be good enough tor 
anybody. If it’s not, we'd go different 
ways. It helped me to be myself a little 
more. .

After we won the national champion­
ship, I got a little rowdy. It helped me 
calm myself down and think about the 
opportunities that were presented before 
me and what was in my reach, what going 
to college, any college, and getting a 
quality education could do for me and my 
life after college.

When I first received any literature 
from a college was in my sophomore 
year, about the middle of the season. 
Later on that year, we went all the way in 
the state championship. By that time, I 
began to receive a lot — from Clemson, 
from University of South Carolina, Uni­
versity of Florida, Florida State, Georgia, 
along with Tech.

By Times Staff Writer
Students at Valdosta 

High School will have to 
take an additional class 
once each year if they plan 
to graduate on time.

The change came after 
state regulations increased 
the current credit system,

John 
Porter

Over the summer, I got letters, posters, 
stickers, and clippings from some of the 
papers their alumni would send me to 
build up their school. By the start of my 
junior season, I made the Super 11 team 
tor the first time. There was a big picture 
they took in Way cross. As the season 
started, we were picked No. 1 in the state. 
I believe, and therefore that helped me 
get a little more publicity. _

I’ started receiving letters from 
Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas, UCLA. Pit­
tsburgh, Penn State. That's the year Joe 
Paterno saw me on film and said if I was 
a senior he would sign me. After we got 
beat by Tifton. I kinda felt down and went 
into track and participated in the shot put 
and the discus. I started receiving letters 
from track coaches. My first year out, I 
was No. 1 in the region.

I received mail from the University of 
Georgia. Florida State and Auburn. I 
received some more from South Carolina.

My senior year, I got mail from 
everywhere. I have been asked several 
times where I have gotten letters from 
and I can't tell because it's been Division 
I. II and III schools. All the big-time 
colleges especially .

I had to narrow it down by the middle of 
the season because I had to look forward 
to my next year of playing football. I was 
still receiving literature from the Univer­
sity of South Carolina, heavily, the 
University of Georgia, Florida, Florida 
State, Clemson, Pittsburgh, Penn State 
and UCLA and several more big schools, 
along with Nebraska.

After we won the state championship 
and national title, more letters. I couldn’t 
believe it. I couldn’t believe I could get 
more letters. But I did. So everytime I’d 
come home from school, my mother 
would tell me my mail was in my room. 
I'd walk in there and my whole bed would 
be covered with mail. I took it all and 
shoved it under my couch. A week ago, I
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VHS Adds Credits For Graduation
requiring Georgia high 
school students to com­
plete 300 credit hours, to 
315.

Only this year’s 
freshman class will be 
affected by the change, 
Bill Aldrich, principal of 
VHS,said.

The additional credits 
will work out to about one 
additional class for one 
12-week quarter each year, 
Aldrich said.

went back and dug all of it out and 
counted up. I had about 325 letters. That 
may be over a period of a month from 
about 10 schools.

I could possibly receive five letters a 
week from one school, maybe two letters 
a day. Maybe two posters, two calendars, 
stickers, just anything. Sometimes it was 
just a word of encouragement.

By that time, after the season, I knew 
all I had to look forward to was next year 
and where I wanted to continue my 
education, continue my athletic career. I 
had to start looking at my offers and my 
chances to go on higher. From my first 
evaluation of all the schools, I narrowed it 
down to 10. I don’t know what that 10 is 
now, because I'm trying to forget it. Some 
of them were Florida, Florida State, 
Auburn, Penn State, Pittsburgh, Georgia, 
Georgia Tech, South Carolina, and UCLA.

I wanted to be recruited by Nebraska, 
but it never really happened, heavily — 
as heavily as others recruited me. It was 
kind of a downer because they’ve got one 
of my teammates up there, Dana Brinson, 
he's doing real good. I thought since Dana 
was doing real good in their system and 
came from a good system here, maybe 
they’d think the same thing about me and 
think I could progress as fast as Dana’s 
progressed.

That was about the only real letdown 
over the whole experience.

My next big experience was how it 
affected me, being a senior and senior 
class president. A Tot of people would say 
‘Hey Mr. Newspaper Man; or ‘Hey Mr. 
TV Man,’ because I was all the time in the 
paper or on TV. That got to be a problem. 
The biggest problem I had with the 
television was one day in class, I turned 
around and there was a man with a 
camera filming me in math class. That 
made me feel unequal to the rest of my 
classmates. I didn t want all that atten­
tion. It made me feel like I was a step 
apart from everyone else. That took me 
off balance a little bit

I don’t like feeling that any of my 
classmates are under my level because I 
know they’re not. There were a lot of 
banquets, announcements, speeches, ap­
pearances. After all that, I had to sit 
down, calm down and keep my head on 
straight. It started getting to me because 
I started to neglet my homework, my 
studies. I just thank God my mother was 
there to push me and to show me that all 
of this is great, but you gotta study. She 
was the one who really motivated me to 
study, more than I was during this period

Sophomores and 
classman will not 
fected, because
wouldn’t be able to 
graduate under the new 
requirements. _

of recruiting.
As the recruiting season progressed and 

I narrowed it down to six schools — South 
Carolina. Auburn. Pittbsurgh. Penn State, 
Georgia and Georgia Tech. I started 
getting phone calls, at least three a night. 
That would interupt my studies, family 
discussions, eating, shower, sleeping. 
They would wake me up at 11 at night or 
6.30 in the morning. That really irritated 
me. All I could do was ask them not to 
call me at 6 in the morning.

All of them did their part in not calling 
at that time.

From there. I started my visiting. First 
I went to Pittsburgh and I was very 
impressed with their program and all the 
opportunities their program offered in the 
Pittsburgh area. But I really didn't want 
to live in the Pittsburgh area. That’s why 
I scratched them.

From there I went to Georgia Tech. I 
knew what to expect at Georgia Tech, 
that’s why I wasn’t very impressed. But I 

id by knowing whatwas already impresses . _
to expect It lived up to all the expecta­
tions I had for it — all the opportunities, 
not only in Georgia, but all across the
country.

From Georgia Tech, I went to Georgia 
on my last visit. I was scheduled to go to 
Auburn the weekend after Georgia, but I 
cancelled it because I made up my mind 
that weekend. I like the University of 
Georgia a lot, but I think one of the main 
points that should be considered in 
making the decision is the atmosphere of 
the college. The atmosphere at the 
University of Georgia was great if that’s 
the kind of atmosphere you want to be in. 
But it really didn’t suit me as a student to 
be in their atmosphere. As a football 
player, yes. As a stuuCnt, not really. That 
is really what made me scratch the 
University of Georgia.

Back to Tech, everything and even 
more than I expected to be at Tech, or to 
be offered at Tech, or to be offered after I 
finish Tech, is there. I saw evidence of it. 
I saw the material evidence of it. Big 
business men coming in — the president 
of Coca-Cola, Sheraton and some other 
big plant near the school. That really 
impressed me because all of them are 
Tech graduates and doing real good for 
themselves. That’s really what I m look­
ing for out of a college was a quality 
education that could open spots for me not 
only in Georgia, but all across the 
country. I felt Tech was the place that 
could open those spots for me. That was 
really my main reason on choosing Tech.

upper 
be af-
some







This Referee lakes A Break Between The Action

No Ropes, Just 

Physical Athletes 
VpT^-77-^

If vou happen to be a wrestling fan. you probably had a 
good time at the Area Wrestling tournament held at the 
Valdosta gym.

Valdosta won the tournament, sending 11 out of 12 
wrestlers to the state tournament held at Stone Mountain 
this weekend. Lowndes sent two wrestlers to the 
tournament.

Wrestling is fairly new to this area of Georgia, 
especially compared to the amount of time football and 
basketball have been around.

The Wildcats have had a wreslting team eight seven 
years, while Lowndes has had one for three years.

In terms of world history, wrestling is one of the world’s 
oldest sports. Some sport historians trace wrestling all the 
way back to 3,000 B.C., where it was popular with the 
Egyptians and Babylonians. In the west, wrestling was a 
favorite with the Greek and the Romans, where it was the 
most important part of the Olympic Games.

Wrestling is a sport basea on all-around physical 
qualities. Not only must a wrestler be strong, but ne must 
be agile and swift.

Standard wrestling matches are divided into three 
two-minute periods, with a short break in between to set 
the wrestlers in top and bottom positioning.

Wrestling may be confusing to watch, out the scoring is 
fairly simple.

Two points are awarded for taking the opponent of his 
feet. Two or three points are awarded for for turning the 
opponent on his back. One point is awarded for escaping 
from the grasp of the opponent, if the wrestlers are on the 
mat. Two points are awarded if a wrestler can reverse his 
positioning. Pinning occurs when a wrestler holds his 
opponent’s shoulder blades to the mat for three seconds. A 
pin automatically ends the match.

Unlike professional wrestling, high school wrestling is 
divided into strict weight classes, so that no wrestler will 
have a significant advantage because of his size. Also, 
high school does not permit the striking of the opponent.

Story By Mike Colombo



bil
tai

Lowndes and Valdosta will both start up 
spring practice Monday with a host of 
talented returning from the respective

• ‘ - travel to Tifton oh Mar. 21 to take on the

Lowndes’ Janies Carter

Mrs Janeen Josey, VOTstate Department of Edu

K i m b e
Lorean Brown. Most De­
pendable VOT’er, Susie

Mosy Conscientious 
VOT’er; Ginna Pilcher,
Most Improved VOT’er. 
~L..berly Rowe and

Rykard introduced all 
special guests in atten­
dance.

Most Appropriately 
Dressed; Tina Tucker,

Spring Trailing Is Here

Valdosta’s Marty Howell

Bv ROGER B. BROWN 
Times SportsWriter

In some places they say there is football 
and more football.

Well, in Lowndes County, the saying 
‘ must go something like this, “there’s 

football and spring football."
With the area high school basketball 

season just winding down and baseball 
teams throwing out the bats, gloves and 
balls.

teams.
The Vikings lost only six seniors from 

last year’s 6-5 squad, but three of those 
signed college scholarships. Lowndes 
* iggest hole, will be finding somebody to 
uke over for departed four-year starting 
quarterback Randy Gay.

Coach Joe Wilson is expecting some 
150-160 players from the 9th-through 12th 
grades to come out for spring practice

“We have a good nucleus to work with 
returning from last year,’’ Wilson said. 
“But, we lost six good ball players and 
somenody is going to have to step forward
to replace them.

“In the* first couple of weeks, we re 
going to try and run them three-deep so 
we can get a look at a lot of diffeent 
people. The kids have worked hard in the 
off season drills. Anytime you lose only- 
six plavers that means you have a good

nucleus returning.
“We may put in a few new rinkles on 

both offense and defense. We have to see 
how it fits with our new personnel. We re 
hoping to have a little more speed than 
last year, but that’s something that you 
can’t coach. Our kids will be a year older 
and step stronger, and maybe that’ll 
makeaaifference.”

Some of the top performers returning 
for the Vikings are linebacker Wally 
Hubert, who Wilson calls a major college 
prospect., to lead the defense along with 
lineman James ‘Wildman’ Carter.

Offensively, the Vikings return wide 
receivers Eric Blades. Todd Williams and 
Ronald James, while Jimmy Rodgers will 
be switched from linebacker to tight end.

Several promising newcomers have 
caught Wilson’e eye. Sophomore Eddie 
Pierce (6-3, 215) will be tried at fullback 
and linebacker, and quarterback Rhett 
Aikins and runningback Anthony Wright 
have also looked good in off season 
workouts.

“I’m real eager to get started and so 
are the coaches.’’ Wilson said. “It has 
been a long winter, but it looks like we re 
going to have an early spring. If the 
weather stays as beautiful as it was last 
week, we hope to get in as many work 
days as possible.

Lowndes will conclude its spring 
workouts with a game Mar. 22 at 
Thomasville The 8th and 9th-graders w.ill

junior Blue Devils. t t t
Valdosta High will welcome back a host 

of offensive returnees, but defensive 
coordinator. Jack Rudolph will have his 
hands full with the departure of several 
starters from last year’s top defensive 
unit in Region 1-AAAA.

Offensive linemen. Marty Howell and 
Johhny Crook are returning along with 
several other offensive linemen from last 
year’s 15-0 National Championship team. 
John Wheeless, who started on both 
offense and defense. Matt Stanaland. Jell 
Davis and Todd Hatcher are other 
starters returning in the offensive front

Wide Receivers Hosea Heard. Charles 
Steward. Randy Bell and Mack McGuirt 
also return as does top running threat 
Tony Anderson, who scored 23 
touchdowns and rushed for more than 
1.600 yards. Greg Talley, who will be a 
junior is expected to take over for the 
departed Berke Holtzclaw at 
quarterback.

Defense is the big question mark that 
Valdosta has to answer. Cornerback 
Dwayne Hart, lineman Kelvin Miller, end 
Seaborn Williams and linebackers Bill 
Kirby and Tony Johnson are the top 
returnees.

Valdosta will start workouts with 135 
players, and concludes spring practice on 
Mar 22 with its spring game at Cleveland 
Field against Newnan

With maximum lengths 
of nearly 100 feet, blue 
whales easily outstrip di­
nosaurs as the largest 
animals ever to live on 
earth, according to Na­
tional Geographic While 
nursing, blues gain weight 
at the rate of about 200 
pounds a day.

Employer Appreciation Lunch Held
- —----- ------------- ^^AxMA c-j.. v.-mt mu an(j Latonya Lately. VatHnsta Hieh School.

Best Attitude; and MicheleBy FRANKIE KEELING
The Valdosta High 

School Vocational Office 
Training Program held its 
annual Employer Appreci­
ation Luncheon Friday. 
Feb 22 at the Sheraton 
Inn. Approximately 100 
people were in attendance.

Pam Williams presided 
over the luncheon. Kim­
berly Rowe gave the in­
vocation.

After lunch, Frankie 
Keeling introduced the 

' guest speaker, Mrs. Helen 
Cofer McLain, state 
supervisor of business and 
office education at the

cation in Atlanta.
Mrs. McLain spoke to 

the group on the VOT 
program in general, but 
most of her presentation 
was geared toward leader­
ship among young people.

After the presentation by 
Mrs. McLain, Angela

Employers were then 
honored with certificates 
presented to each of them 
by Cheryl Anderson, Gigi 
Gayle, Dee Dee Harris and 
Chandra Kinlaw.

coordinator, then pres­
ented several special 
awards to eleven VOT 
students.

Students receiving the 
award were:

Pam Williams. Most In­
dustrious VOT’er; Frankie 
Keeling. Most Congenial 
VOT’er; Dee Dee Harris.

Valdosta High School, at

Alligood and Gigi Gayle, 
VOT Student of the Year.

VOT (Vocational Office 
Training) is a cooperative 
work study program at the 
high school level.

Students take regular 
classes four (sometimes 
five) hours per day and 
then go to work in an office 
in the afternoons.

Any office in Valdosta 
that * needs a part-time 
employee to do clerical or 
secretarial work should 
contact Mrs. Janeen 
Josey, VOT coordinator.

242-8116.



loo



News In Brief
VHSStudent Runner Up

j/%>rres-^05 From Staff. Wire Reports
A Valdosta High School senior placed first runner-up in the 

district Student and Teacher Achievement Recognition 
(STAR) program, at a banquet Monday night at Valdosta

Laura faussone, daughter of Mr and Mrs. Wayne 
Faussone, will be traveling to Atlanta where she will attend 
the State STAR banquet, Valdosta guidance counselor 
Virginia Wisenbaker said. Ms. Faussone is sponsored the 
Kiwanis Club of Valdosta. . , .

The winner of the STAR district competition is a student at 
Albany High Schoo) That student will go on to compete at the 
State level in Altanta in May.

STAR is a academic recognition program sponsored by the 
Business Council of Georgia. The competition is based on the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test. u ^. . ., > n

The student with the highest score at the district level wi I 
compete against other district winners at the state level. 
From there, a national competition will be set.

VHS One Of 273 Finalists
In Recoginition Program
l/y,'/#<?:> /b/garysoberay 

times Staff W riter
Valdosta High School has been named one of 

the nation’s 273 finalists in the United States 
Education Department’s Secondary School Rec­
ognition Program, a department spokesman 
said. .

The program will select the best schools in the 
country osed on academic goals, student 
progress, teacher leadership qualities, curricu­
lum and a host of other areas.

This is the first time the school has been 
named to the final list since the program’s 

• inception three years ago.
“I think we have a good chance at winning,” 

said Valdosta High School principal William 
Aldrich.

The decision as to which schools will be 
honored will be decided following a visit to the 
school by a group of private education experts, 
Aldrich said.

The group will tour the school in May.
Valdosta High was chosen from a list of 509

Valdosta Sweeps Cook 
l/^’̂ es ^z^-1-

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High bovs’ swept past Cook County 12-0 Tuesday at
Valdosta high and the girls also made a clean sweep of things - 
9-0 - at McKey Park to give both teams 2-1 records.

Valdosta High top plaver and one of the top players in the state. 
Eric Anderson led the wav with a 6-0.6-0 smashing of Cook s Tom
Thomas , . , , . . ,

Anderson is considered one of the top players in the region and 
is No. 6 in the state. Against Colquitt County last week. Valdosta 
managed only three wins during the entire match and Anderson 
picked up one of those in the top boys’ singles match.

It was no contest against Cook’s Thomas Tuesday. Anderson 
dominated the match from start to finish and it was over in less 
than an hour. Anderson used a strong service and net gain to 
control the match and go on to the easy straight-set victory.

After winning the opening game of the match without losing a 
point. Anderson went on to complete the first set in 30 minutes 
Anderson did even better in the second set. as his net game 
continued to dominate and the second set was completed in even 
less time than the first set.

In other boys' matches. Valdosta's Kibby Wagner blanked Gagi 
Fulp 6-0, 6-0. Gabe Hotard beat Jason Walker 6-0, 6-0. Rob Mason 
defeated Tracy Green 6-0, 6-0 Simon Lee defeated Tom Facett 
6-0.6-0 and Michael Furkawa beat Jeff Fiveash 6-0,6-0.

In single sets, Graydon Peirce beat Greg Fiveash 8-0 and Paul 
Alvarado beat Chris Newburn as Valdosta won all the singles 
matches without losing a game in the process.

In the doubles, Valdosta’s Jim McIntyre and Alvarado teamed 
for a 10-9 victory over Thomas and Fulp. Michael Walker and 
Glenn Knowlton teamed to brat Walker and Green 6-0, 6-0. Matt 
Winters and Jaff Knotts of Valdosta defeated Cook's Faucett and 
Jeff Fiveash 6-1. 6-1 And in the final match, Kevin Breeden and 
Erik Johnson of Valdosta beat Newburn and Greg Fiveash 8-0 in 
one-set.

The Valdosta girls improved to 2-1 by losing only match to 
Cook

Top Valdosta singles player Kristy Stabell beat Becky Holt 6-1. 
6-0 to get things started. No. 2 Ethel Mitchell beat Wanda 
Whitaker 6-2, 6-1, Mandy Smitherman defeated Melanie Mathis 
6-2. 6-2, Christie Pierce defeated senya Taylor 6-0. 6-0, Margaret 
Anne Sineath beat Judy Shannon 6-1, 6-1 and Teresa Carswell 
beat Menda McCrainie 6-0, 6-1. Kathy Farley suffered Valdosta's 
only loss of the day. as Cook’s Dana Griffin beat her 6-2,1-6,6-3.

Stabell and Smitherman beat Holt and Mathis in the featured 
doubles match 6-2, 6-2. Mitchell and Pierce defeated Taylor and 
Shannon 6-0, 610 and Ronni Bartholomew and Ginna Pilcher beat 
Griffin and Mctrannie 8-2 in one set.

“They both need a little work on their approach shots and 
doubles strategy, which will come with more time and playing 
experience Right now we re just working on the basics. Cook has 
a young team and is just trying to establish thier program and 
‘ ^T fe?t iFke we needed a sweep today to give our morale a boost 
after getting trampled by Colquitt last week. We came pretty 
close to it, and I'm happy we got back on the other side.”

^a^sw^w^^.
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Times Staff Photo bv Laura Mams

Eric Anderson Of Valdosta Romped To An Eh*) Victon

Washington Concert Set

Valdosta High School Student 
Chosen For Sousa Honors Band

schools throughout the country. That list was 
gathered from each state’s School of Excellence 
program.

Aldrich said there will be no changes in school 
procedures when the group visits.

“We seem to have impressed them with our 
written report.’’ Aldrich said. The tour of the 
school, he said, will only show more clearly 
what the 21-page report was about.

Aldrich said the biggest assest the school has 
to offer is the well-rounded programs.

“Curriculum, student achievement and activi­
ties” working together is what put Valdosta 
High on the list,” he said.

If the school wins the competition. Aldrich 
said, it will mean “a great deal of pride” for the 
students, teachers and community people.

Students at the school have expressed to 
Aldrich their interest in the competition.

“They (the students) are very proud as they 
would be of any other other part of our 
programs in which we have success,” Aldrich 
said.

By Times Staff Writer
A member of the Valdos­

ta High School Band has 
been selected for mem­
bership in the Sousa Na­
tional High School Honors 
Band.

He is percussionist Keith 
Quarles, son of Jim and 
Linda Stephan of Valdosta. 
This is one of the highest 
honors in the nation which 
can come to a high school 
musician, a spokesman 
said.

Quarles was recom­
mended for participation 
by Debbie Bradley, based 
on his outstanding musical 
accomplishments.

The band, sponsored by 
the John Phillip Sousa 
Foundation, a non-profit 
organization, is composed 
of more than 100 students, 
representing most states in

KEITH QI ARLES 
Band Percussionist 

the nation. The band will

perform in Washington’s 
Departmental Auditorium 
at 8 p.m. May 11, following 
3’1 clays of rehearsals.

Conductor for the band 
will be Col John R. 
Bourgeois, director of the 
United States Marine 
Band.

Dr. Al Wright, director 
of the symphony band and 
director of bands emeritus 
at Purdue University, and 
Col. George S. Howard, 
former conductor of the U. 
S. Air Force Band, will be 
guest conductors. Louis 
Sudler, prominent Chicago 
baritone and businessman, 
will appear as vocal 
soloist.

Also appearing on the 
same concert with the 
Sousa Honors Band will be 
the United States Marine 
Band.

'/a/
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Annual Banquet Held ^/^/^e^ ^/^/f^

VHS DECA Honors 6 Students,
ByGARYSOBERAY 
times Staff Writer

Six Valdosta High School 
student were honored 
Thursday night at the an­
nual Distributive Educa­
tion Banquet at the high 
school

The students are all part 
of the school’s work-study 
program in which students 
attend high school classes 
while working in career- 
related jobs.

The winners are:
— Jennifer Harrell, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

William Pearson, 
Coordinator s Award 
(most improved.)

— Rouse Vallotton, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Vallotton. Rookie of the 
Year Award.

— Steve Lowe, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy 
Lowe. Most Dependable 
Award.

— Jane McLeod, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs: John 
McLeod, Most Valuable 
Student Award.

— Karmen Lyons, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

Charles Lyons, Warren 
Horton Memorial Award 
(most outstanding in club 
activities.)

— Kevin Lancaster, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Lancaster, Student of the 
Year Award.

Valdosta community 
leaders were also honored 
for their support of the 
distributive education 
program.

Coaches Jack Rudolph 
and Charles Tarpley re­
ceived life memberships to 
the education club for their

support of the group.
Among other things, the 

two have been arranging 
the banquet and working 
as cooks to prepare for the 
banquet for a number of 
years, Greene said.

Former city councilman 
and school board member 
William Eanes also re­
ceived a life membership 
to the club.

Greene said Eanes has 
supported the club for 15 
years and had 5 children 
go through the work-study

Others
program.

Also honored at the 
banquet was the First Na­
tional Bank. Greene said 
the bank had helped the 
program by offering a 
four-year scholarship to 
students to Valdosta State 
College for 25 years.

The bank also employs 
students at the bank. 
Greene said.

Vice President of the 
bank, Ray Chitty, accepted 
the award on behalf of the 
bank.

LHS First
By Times Staff Writer

Students representing 
Lowndes High School 
placed first in a regional 
literary meet while Val­
dosta High placed third 
this past weekend.

The competition involves 
a number of activities 
from business skills and 
speaking to music and 
writing.

Lowndes scored 67 points 
in the event, followed by 
Tifton High School with 48. 
Valdosta High followed 
closely with 37 points.

In the spelling competi­
tion, Lowndes' Laura 
Goforth placed first, while 
Todd Tillman, also of 
Lowndes place fourth.

In Extemporaneous 
Speaking, Andy Phillips of 
Lowndes High placed 
third. The extemporaneous 
category involves speaking

, VHS Places High
impromptu on a ran­
domly-selected topic, with 
45 minutes of preparation.

Gavin Barnette and 
Laura Johnson, both of 
Lowndes, placed second 
and fourth respectively in 
oral interpretation.

The interpretation event 
is a reading of a dramatic 
monologue or a poem.

Essay divisions were 
won by Curt Starling and 
Penny Branem of 

.Lowndes.

Chris Wood finished first 
in boy’s solo singing, while 
Michelle Ricks placed sec­
ond in Girls' solo singing. 
Both are from Lowndes
High. ______

Lowndes students also / • 1 1 j nTI • T HH^u*^'^ Wildcat tennis Loses Iwo
S S ^> ^f... ................................................... =___

Kelly.
Larry Black, Jason Cox, 

Andy Cantrell and Larry 
Taylor placed first in the 
boy's quartet competition.

llA

From Staff, Wire Reports
The Valdosta High boys' and girls’ tennis teams 

dropped a pair of matches to Colquitt County Saturday
The boys lost 6-3 while the girls suffered a 9-0 setback.
Four of the boys' singles matches went three sets, with 

Valdosta gaining all three of its wins on three of them. 
The girls, meanwhile, lost all their matches in straight 
sets.

Winning for the boys were Kibby Wagner over Gary 
Woods, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3; Rob Mason over Stacey Hallaway, 6-1, 
3-6. 6-4. and Michael Furukawa over Darin Merritt. 6-3 
5-7,6-3.

The Wildcats will play host to Cook County Tuesday.
Boys'Match

Singles - Hiers (CO d. Anderson, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2; Wagner (V) d Woods. 4 6, 6 3 6 3 
Carlton (CO d. Hotard. 6 2, 6 2, Mason (V) d Hallaway, 6 I, 3-6, 6 4. Browning (CO 
d Lee,6 0.6 I. Furukawa (V) d. Merritt,6 3,5-7,6 3.

Doubles - Woods Merritt (CC) d. Wagner-Hotrad, 7 6, 6-4, Hiers Hallaway (CO d 
Anderson Lee. 6-4,7-5,7-6, Carlton-Bradley (CC) d. Mason-Durukawa, 6 3.6 3

Girls'Match
Singles - Funderburk (CO d Stabell, 6 0, 6-0. Jolley (CC) d Mitchell, 6 1. 6 I 

Layfield (CO d. Smitherman, 6-0, 6 1, Brock (CC) d. Pierce, 6-0, 6-2; Strickland (CC) 
d. Bartholomew, 6-4,6 4; Marchant (CC) won by forfeit.

Doubles — Jolley Layfield (CC) d. Stabell-Smitherman, 6 3. 6 3 Brock Marchant 
COd Mitchell Pierce, 6-2,60; Colquitt County won by forfeit

Sports Roundup
Sessions finished second overall with a score of 33.5 

She was second on bars (8.60) and beam (8.10) and thir 
in floor exercise (8.75).

Davis was fourth on bars (8.50) and qualified with a 
all-around score of 31.90.

The state competition will be held in two weeks at th 
Atlanta School of Gymnastics.



Lowndes, Valdosta Preparing 

rorSpring-Game]

exj

Ed Falgout (jr.) at center. Homer Butler (jr.), Ron Jones (soph.) 
and Jody Platt Gr.) are pushing for time. Barry Curtis (jr.) isid Jody Platt dr.) are pushing for time. Bi „ .

cpected to lend a hand on both sides of the ball.
AWe will be tested Friday against Thomasville,” Wilson said.

By ROGER B. BROWN .y n 
Times Sports Writer 1/^7

Come Friday night. Lowndes and Valdosta will both get a look 
see at their 1985 football editions, with both playing their annual 
spring games.

Lowndes travels to Thomasville to take on the Bulldogs at 8 
p.m., while Valdosta plays host to Newnan for the fourth 
consecutive year.

For Lowndes, the script reads almost the same, since most of 
the entire starting cast from last year is returning on both offense 
and defense. The Vikings return a strong nucleus of experienced 
seniors on both sides of the ball and according to Coach Joe 
Wilson, “this is the most players that I’ve ever had that can go 
both ways.”

“We nave a good nucleus returning and we wanted to build 
around that,” Wilson said. “We wanted to take a look at a lot of 
different kids to get a look at the overall picture and that’s 
exactly what we’ve done

Lowndes’ entire offensive line returns from last year, which 
includes Bill Miller (sr.) and Stan Reaves (jr.) at the tackle 
spots, Tommy Hayes (sr.) and Danny Clark (sr.) at guard and

They lost only six starters from last year and will be one of the 
top teams in Class AAA They’re talking about winning the state 
championship over there. ”

One of the major areas of concern before the start of spring 
practice was at the running back position and at quarterback 
according to Wilson.

Andy Mansukhani, who was a starter last year, will miss 
Friday’s game due to an injury as will Billy Pierce. Ben Wright 
and James Carter have been sharing the fullback slot, while 
Mark Jones and Anthony Wright are in the tailback slot.

Four year starter Randy Gay has moved on to Georgia Tech 
and Bobby Eason is running No. 1 right now. Dirk Harrell is the 
backup, while Brad Almon and Rhett Aikins (soph.) are also 
taking some snaps. All-region receivers, Eric Blades and Todd 
Williams both return and are backed by Ronald James and 
freshman John White.

“Our major concern is the defensive secondary right now,”I 
Wilson said. “We feel like we are pretty strong up the middle and 
hopefully that will stabilize things/’

Three starters return in the secondary headed by David 
Hargett, “He’s a premeir-type player, Wilson said. “He's the 
only one back there with any size (6-1, 180). All the others are 
kind of small, but they’re all good athletes. ”

The other starters returning are Dale Baker and Almon. Matt 
Reaves (fr.) and White are the top newcomers who will see a lot 
of action.

V/ally Hubert, Roger Culpepper and Chris Jones are the 
linebackers, while Ron O’Neal (6-4, 230), Jimmy Gay (6-2 250) 
and Joey Parker (6-0,225) are all on the line.

“We didn’t do as much work on the basics and fundamentals as 
we would have liked to because of the limited amount of time," I 
Wilson said. “We worked on them to a point, but not nearly as 
much as we have in the past. ”

As for Valdosta, the ’Cats are coming off a perfect 15-0 and 
national championship season. But it will be the start of a brand 
new season Friday at Cleveland Field at 8 p.m. against Newnan.

However, most of those players have departed and the Cats

I

have some big gaps to fill. The holes got even bigger with the 
dismissal of three all-star calibre players Tony Anderson, Johnny 
Crook and Hosea Heard.

“Anderson is probably the best high school back in America. 
Crook was oust experienced offensive lineman returning and 
Heard was our big-play receiver who was just timed at 4.3 in the 
forty,” Coach Nick Hyder said. “We had to let them go for 
disciplinary reasons, the players have picked up the challenge 
since, and we have put that behind us.”

Meanwhile, there is a heated battle being waged for the 
vacated quarteback post between sophomore Charles Steward 
and junior Greg Talley.

“We’ve been plesantly surprised with the competition at 
quarterback,” Hyder said. “It’s the best competition we’ve had 
in three of four years and right now Steward has pulled ahead of 
Talley.”

Steward, who started at receiver last year as a freshman, also 
handles all of the kicking chores, along with soccer-style kicker 
Dan Tillman. Steward or Tally will be moved to wide out when 
the other one is quarterbacking. Other recievers are Randy Bell, 
Mack McGuyrt, Guv Belue and Lynn Johnson.

Anchoring the offensive line is senior Marty Howell. Jeff Davis, 
Todd Hatcher, Matt Stanaland and Jody Sprinkle are the other 
linemen. Newcomer Jeffrey Holmes (6-1, 220) is the front runner 
at tight end.

Several newcomers are also expected to see plenty of action, 
including sophomores Jackie Morgan, Reggie Thomas, Tommy 
McMillan and Ben Lane, plus 9tn-graders Andy Richard and 
Bobby Benefield. Dock McBride, Jeff Hasty and Charles Jasccak 
will also be vying for playing time.

“I feel like the offensive Tine will be the key no matter who you

are,” Hyder said. “We have to get good play out of them if we are 
going to have any success at air we’ve stressed the kicking game 
and defense in most of our practices and have lust tried to get as 
much work in as possible on noth sides of the ball.”

Wiliam Dixon and Tony Manghram are the top runnngbacks. 
but freshmen Lawrence Sharpe (6-1, 210) and James Roberts 
(5-11, 190) are also expected to see plenty of action. Sophomores 1 
Antonio Hinson and Anthony Johnson along with junior Bernard 
Hitson round out the running back chart

“Our objective as always was to develop depth and find out 
who can perform consistent collision course/’ Hyder said 
“We’ve had to work a lot harder on the basics and fundamentals. 
Last year, we returned a veteran team, but this year, we re 
returning a lot fo backups with limited experience.

Defensively, Seaborn Williams, Dwayne Hart, John Wheeless. 
Tony Johnson and Kelvin Miller are the top returnees Joey 
Matchett is another returnee who saw a lot of action last year

Ennis Davis, a convert from wide reciever. Derrick Shaw and 
Walt Gill are vying for the safety spots in the depleted 'Cats 
secondary, which returns only one starter (Hart). Steve French 
and Reginald Dandy are a pair of sophomores who will see plenty 
of action at cornerback.

Brian Dufek. Zabri Bell. Scott Barton. Coronzo Green. Willie
Sauls, Eric Larry, and Joe Ethier are other newcomers who have 
been impressive in spring drills.

“We expect to be fully challenged by Newnan (Valdosta has 
won all three previous meetings).” Hyder said. “We've has d an 
excellent spring so f J * 
don’t like the 15 da
or more kids in sucl 
want to.”

far, with good competition at every position. I 
ivs to work because it’s hard to work with 100 
in a short time and get the things done that you

/OS



Wildcat Defense Shows Promise
In Spring Game Victory

By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Writer v U ' V

When an agitated football fan wants the other team stopped, he 
usually yells “defense, defense!” How often do the fans cheer on 
the offense in the same manner? So often in football, it is the 
defense that makes the difference.

It took a while for the Valdosta offense to get rolling, but the 
Wildcat defense rose to the occasion to lead trie defending state 
and national champs to a 26-7 decision over the Newnan Cougars 
in Valdosta’s spring game Friday.

The Wildcat defense completely shut down Newnan’s running 
game, holding the Cougars to only 45 yards. Tailback Jason 
Olvey was the top rusher for the Cougars with 34 yards. Fullback 
Joey Boozer had 21 yards while quarterback Dexter Holiday, who 
was sacked twice, had minus 19 yards rushing.

“I thought Marty Howell led the defense,” Valdosta Coach Nick 
Hyder said. “Jeff Davis and Matt Stanaland did good jobs. The 
whole defense worked extremely hard. We’ve got three or four 
youngsters who are considered front runners who weren’t there 
because of injuries, and they played a lot last year.

“The ones who were there played extremely well. Ends Joey 
Matchett and Willie Sauls were tough. They continually threw 
them for losses. Also Andy Anderson did a find job,” Hyder said.

“Coach (Jack) Rudolph did a fine job adjusting along with 
Coach (Charles) Tarpley and Coach (Freddie) Waters. They 
changed into a different situation well. Other than (Newnan’s) 
one score, there weren’t any real threats.”

The two teams played scoreless through the first quarter, but 
the Wildcats finafiy broke the ice early in the second Quarter. 
Walt Gill intercepted a Holiday pass and returned the ball to the 
Cougars’ 29-yard line. The Wildcats punched the ball down to the 
10-yard line on short runs by William Dixon and Tony Manghram.

The Wildcats scored when quarterback Charles Steward threw 
a flare pass to Lyn Johnson on the right side, who ran the ball in 
for the score. Steward added the conversion kick to give the 
Wildcats a 7-0 lead with 10:22 left in the first half.

Steward and Greg Talley, who played two quarters each at 
quarterback, are competing for the starting spot, and both 
players are considerea top athletes by Hyder. Steward also 
punted for the ’Cats and punted four times for distances of 30, 54, 
51, and 38 yards. His 30-yarder rolled out at the 1-yard line while 
his 54- and 51-yarders went into the end zone.

“I can’t remember someone who can boom a howitzer like

Steward can,” Hyder said. “He got one out on the 1-yard line and 
had another one down there that was close. Both he and Talley 
did a fine job at quarterback. When one is at quarterback, the 
other’s at wide receiver. They’re both starting players.

The second half opened with good fortune for the Wildcats. 
Reginald Dandy ran the kickoff back 74 yards to Cougar’s 14-yard 
line. The Wildcats scored five plays later on a 1-yard run by 
Dixon. The point after was missed and the ’Cats had a 13-0 lead.

“Manghram gave us several good runs
“Wiliam Dixon had a real fine, hard nosed night,” Hyder said. 

“Manghram gave us several good runs and blocked extremely 
well. The line blocked well too. Their defense was supposed to be 
the strength of their team, and it may be, but we moved the ball 
pretty well.”

The ’Cats did move the ball successfully on the ground. Dixon 
carried the ball 12 times for 65 yards to lead in the rushing 
department. Manghram had 30 yards on 10 carries, and 
Lawrence Sharpe had 20 yards on nine carries.

Newnan scored its only points with 8:01 remaining in the 
second half. Boozer took a lateral to the right side and threw a 
72-yard touchdown to Clifford Moreland. The point after was 
good, and the Cougars appeared to be back in the game at 13-7.

But the Wildcats'were not done vet. Steward punched the ball 
in from the one after a long drive, but Valdosta failed on the two 
point conversion attempt, and the ’Cats led 19-7.

Valdosta scored again late in the fourth period. With a 
first-and-10 from their own 47, Talley hit Randy Bell for with an 
11-yard pass. Steward then took a lateral from Talley and threw a 
39-yard pass to Bell, moving the ball down to Cougars’ 3-yard 
line. Sharpe ran the ball in two plays later to give the Wilcats the 
26-7 victory.

Steward ended the night with three completions in as many 
attempts for 61 yards. Talley was 4-of-9 for 42yards.

The Cougar passing attack was not much more effective than 
their running game. Holiday was 3-of-10 for 32 yards, and backup 
Jay Adcock had two completions in five attempts for 18 yards. 
Boozers threw for the most yards with only one throw, the 
72-yard pass to Moreland
Newnan
Valdosta

V — Lyn Johnson 10 pass from Charles Steward (Steward kick)
V — William Dixon 3 run (kick failed)
N — Clifford Moreland 72 pass from Stanley Boozer (Tom Hudson kick)
V — Steward 1 run (run failed)
V — Lawrence Sharpe 1 run (Dan Tillman kick)

0070—7
0 7 12 7-26

Times Staff Photo by Laura Harr
Wildcat Reginald Dandy {23) Return* Kickoff For Rig Gain Against Newnan Cougars
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At State DECA Competition
By GARY SOBERAV 

Times Staff W riter
Three Lowndes High and 

five Valdosta High School 
Distributive Education 
Clubs of America students 
won awards at the state 
competition this past 
weekend, DECA 
coordinators for the 
schools said.

The competition in 
Atlanta was attended by 
eight students from 
Lowndes High School and 
11 from Valdosta. .

Students who were, win­
ners at the district levels 
throughout the state vied 
for the state titles.

Winners at the state

levei will travel to San 
Francisco for the national 
competition.

Lowndes winners are .
— Mike Farmer, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne 
Farmer. Farmer won the 
competition in petroleum 
marketing.

— Kay Garner, daugh­
ter of Ms. Betty Butler. 
Garner won the* competi­
tion in apparal and acces­
sory marketing.

— Mark Shappaugh. son 
of Jr. and Mrs. R. C. 
Shappaugh. Shappaugh 
won the competition in 
general marketing and 
student of the year.

Valdosta winners are:

— Karmen Lyons, 
duaghter of Mr and Mrs. 
Charles Lyons. Miss Lyons 
won second in apparel and 
accessories marketing.

— Lynn Peace, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Mack Peace. Miss Peace 
won third in food market­
ing.

— Kevin Lancaster, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Lancaster. Lancaster won 
third in the Student of the 
Year competition.

Michele Golivesky, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lamar Golivesky, placed 
in the top six in the 
Reporter of the Year 
competition for Valdosta.

Jane McLeod, daughter 
of Mf. and Mrs. John 
McLeod, was elected as 
state Vice President for 
DECA.

In addition to Miss 
Lyons, Miss Peace, Lan­
caster and Miss McLeod, 
Robin Weeks will also 
travel to San Francisco for 
Valdosta as a district Vice 
President.

Others who competed in 
the state program were:

— Terry Rentz, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Rentz, 
Lowndes High.

— Greg Smith, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald 
Smith. Lowndes High.

— Walter Page, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Steven R. 
Page, Lowndes High.

— Melisa Brown, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman Brown, Lowndes 
High. r

— L. V. Fiege. son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Margie 
Wilson, Lowndes High

— Jennifer Harrell, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Pearson. Valdosta

High.
— Maria Moore, daugh­

ter of Mr. Leland S. Moore 
Jn., Valdosta High.

— Terri Worful, 
duagher of Ms. Susan 
Tibus, Valdosta High.

— Rouse Vallotton, son

E..of Mr. and Mrs. J. 1 
Vallotton. Valdosta High.
- Robert Bagley, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Bagley,

Valdosta High.
— Scott Williams, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen J. 
Williams, Valdosta High.

Wildcats Lose Twice
In Berrien

l/^£^ V^y^'
By ROBERT L. BRADLEY 

Times Sports Editor
It just wasn’t one of those days for the 

Valdosta High baseball team Saturday.
Madison County, Florida, scored five 

unearned runs in the second inning en 
route to an 11-8 victory while Berrien 
County pitcher Ray Garner turned hack a 
late Valdosta rally to lead the Rebels to a 
6-4 victory during action in the Berrien 
County Baseball Tournament at Blazer 
Field.

The two losses left the Wildcats with an 
0-3 record. Berrien is 2-1 while Madison 
improved to 5-5.

“We've been to the playoffs 11 straight 
years and have never started like this,” 
Valdosta Coach Charles Tarpley said. 
“We had two players who were gone 
taking their SAT another one who got sick 
and missed today.

“The region games don’t start until 
April 8. We’re going to play a lot of folks 
between now and then to find out what 
we’ve got. We wanted to play these games 
just to see.”

Madison started the first game when 
pitcher Reggie Washington hit a two-run 
homer. Valdosta came back to take a 3-2 
lead in the bottom of the first when one 
run scored on an error and two more 
crossed the plate on a single by Steve 
Malani.

The Cowboys took the lead for good in 
the top of the second inning with six runs. 
Madison took advantage of three Valdosta 
errors in the inning and Washington’s 
second two-run homer of the game. Only 
one run was earned in the inning as the 
Cowboys sent 10 batters to the plate.

From there, Vadlosta played catchup 
the rest of the game. The wildcats scorea 
three runs in the second, including two on 
a double by Trevor Nance. In the third, 
Martin Campa reached on a walk, went to 
third on a two-base error and scored when 
he stole home. Valdosta’s final run came 
in the fifth when Campa walked and 
scored on a triple by Jon Reaves.

Madison, meanwhile, had scored two 
runs in the fourth when Jim Flournoy 
walked and David Stephens was hit by a 
pitch. Flournoy scored on a single by 
Reggie Graham with John Burnett scor­
ing Stephens with a single. The Cowboys 
added one more run in the sixth when 
Stephens singled, went to third on consec­
utive singles by Washington and Graham,

Tourney
and scored on a sacrifice fly by Burnett.

Reaves, Nance and Malani each had 
two hits for the Wildcats. Washington led 
Madison with three hits while Flournoy, 
Graham and Burnett had two each.

In the second game. Valdosta fell 
behind Berrien 4-0 after the first two 
innings. Although the Wildcats rallied to 
within 5-3, a two-out in the sixth gave the 
Cowboys another run.

“We re just not producing,'’ Tarpley 
said. “Our people are not very good right 
now.

“We had a chance to come back, but let 
a ball go through our legs when they 
scored another run. We were down 5-3 at 
the time, then scored a run in the seventh. 
With the runner on third, we would have 
tied the game.”

The Wildcats started a rally in the 
seventh. With one out, Joey Crosby 
walked. He scored on two-out triple to 
center by Brad Coleman. Coleman had a 
chance to score when a pitch got by 
Berrien catcher David Pope, but was held 
up at third by Tarpley.

At the time, the run wouldn’t have 
helped the Wildcats. A hit would have 
scored Coleman anyway and if he had 
tried to score and was thrown out, it 
would have been the end of the game.

Garner went the distance for Berrien to 
even his record at 1-1. He scattered sevne 
hits, struck out five and walked only two. 
Ralph Guarino, 0-2, went four innings, 
gave up seven hits and five runs.

“He (Garner) has really improved 
since Tuesday (a 9-8 loss to Cook 
County,” Berrien Coach Bart Shuman 
said. “He was getting his curveball and 
slider over, and that was helping his 
fastball. I knew he was capbale of 
pitching this way. He didn't throw that 
bad Tuesday. I think he’s really going to 
get better as the season goes on.

Valdosta and Berrien will play again 
Tuesday at Nashville, beginning at 4 p.m.

Madison County-Valdosta 
Madison County....................................260 201 0—11 11 4
Valdosta................................................33) 010 0 - I 8 3

Washington (W, 3-1) and Burnett; Ja. Crosby (L, 0 1). Gdl 
(2) and Reaves HR — Washington 2 (MC) 3B — Reaves (V). 
2B — Nance (V).

Records — Madison County 5 5, Valdosta 0-2.
Valdosta Berrien County

Valdosta...................................................001 002 1-4 7 3
Berrien County....................................... 221 001 x 6

Guarino (L. 0 2), Jo Crosby (5) and Moore, Garner (W, 
11) and Pope. 3B - Jo Crosby (V). Coleman (V) 2B — 
Simmons < BC)

Records — Valdosta 0 3; Berrien County 2-1 IO7



Fight Follows
Wildcat Game
Friday Night

i/fr/WS ^sfri Ry Times Staff Writer
A fight involving at least a few students broke out Friday night 

following a Valdosta High School spring football game at 
Cleveland Field. £ l .

Valdosta Police Chief Rov Little said officers were sent to the 
stadium after Valdosta Head Football Coach Nick Hyder called 
the police department. ............. „ u

“Some boys were trying to pick a fight, Little said. But when 
the officers arrived, they (the brawling students) were already 
gone,” he said. , .......

Little said the officers kept an eye open after the incident, but 
The fnciSent occurred about 10 p.m., following a spring football 

game between Valdosta High School and Newnan High School.
A witness said few were fighting, but a greater amount of 

people were watching. Little said no complaints were filed with 
the police department, and no arrests were made.

Valdosta High School Principal Bill Aldrich said the fighting 
was restricted to the Brookwood Plaza parking lot adjacent to the 
stadium. . . .. f n

Aldrich also said the incident was not connected to the football 
^ame, which he said had been over for some time before the 
^ut one witness said the incident followed the game by about 

20-30 minutes. The witness also said the fighting was in the street 
and close to Cleveland Field. _________________________ ___

High School Spring Sports

VHS Student 
I Awarded —

Scholarship
By Times Staff Writer

Laura Bailey, a Valdosta 
High School student, was 
recently awarded a 
Brevard Music Scholar­
ship, sponsored annually 
by the Georgia Federation 
of Music Clubs and 
Georgia Power Co.

Georgia Power Valdosta 
division vice-president Joe 
Cordova said one Brevard 
scholarship is awarded 
annually from each of the 
company’s seven geo­
graphical divisions.

Ms. Bailey, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh C. 
Bailey of Valdosta, will 
spend six weeks this 
summer at the Brevard 
Music Center in North 
Carolina studying under a 
staff of about 100 outstand­
ing music teachers from 
across the nation.

’Cats% Down Berrien For First Victory
Baseball

From Staff Reports
NASHVILLE - Valdosta 

High won its first game of 
the year behind the pit­
ching of Ralph Guarino, 
who struck out nine, giving 
up two walks and seven 
hits in a route-going per­
formance that paced the 
Wildcats to a 3-2 victory 
over Berrien County 
Tuesday.

Berrien, which had de­
feated Valdosta 6-2 last 
weekend in the Berrien 
County Invitational, 
opened the scoring with a 
run in the bottom of the 
first inning.

But Valdosta came back 
to tie the game in the third. 
Mike Martin led off the 
inning with a walk, 
advanced on a sacrifice 
and scored on a double by 
Brent Moore.

Berrien came right back 
to go ahead with a run in 
the bottom of the inning to 
lead 2-1.

Both teams went score­
less in the fourth, but 
Valdosta came back to 
score the winning runs in 
the fifth.

winning run.
Moore led Valdosta at 

the plate with three hits, 
including a pair of doubles. 
Shaw tripled and Brad 
Coleman singled to round 
out the hitting attack.

“It’s good to win one,” 
Valdosta Coach Charles 
Tarpley said. “Guarino 
(1-2) has been a real 
stabilizer for us. He has 
really done the job when 
we’ve called on him. All of 
his games have been on­
e-run contests. He’s been

David Thomas started 
the rally when he was hit 
by a pitch. Thomas moved 
to second on a sacrifice 
and scored on a Brian 
Parker double. Then, three 
consecutive walks by Re­
bel pitcher Ray Garner 
groved to be his undoing, 

rad Coleman and Jon 
Reaves walked to load the 
bases for the Wildcats, 
while Trevor Nance drew 
the walk that drove in the

l^\

our strength.
“We had 

score more 
wasn’t the
earlier games. But, we left 
a lot of runners because we 
couldn’t ever get the clutch 
hit, and we did a terrible
job of running the bases. 
We’re about at the
where I thought we 
this time of the season, and

le point 
d oe at

a chance to 
runs, which 

case in our

Berrien.......101 000 0 — 2 7
^Jx':^- • -^

Best Time Of The Day
Most students probably would agree that their 

favorite part of the school day is its end. Here,
Valdosta High School students depart the campus on 
one recent rainy day. — Times Staff Photo.

the real games (sub­
region) don’t count for 
another couple of weeks.”

Valdosta improved to 1-3 
with the win and will play 
host to Tift County Friday 
at7p.m.
Valdosta 001 020 0 — 3 5 3

Guarino (W, 12)) and Moore, 
Gill (5); Garner (L, 1-2) and 
Pope 3B — Shaw (V). 2B — 
Moore 2 (V). E — Guarino (V), 
Nance (V), Shaw (V), Garner 
(BC). SB — Shaw 2 (V), Kendrick 
2 (BC), McCall (BC),
Hunkapillar (BC)

Records — Valdosta 1-3, Ber 
rien 2 2.

'>^^^^1^ • A
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Wildcats Drop One To Tift, 8-6
B\ ROGER B BROWN 

times Sports Writer
Valdosta High came up short once again in high 

school baseball action Friday at Bazemore Field, and 
this time the bearer of bad news was a 8-6 victory for 
the Blue Devils

v “Everything is just going against us right now and 
we just can’t seem to get anv kind of break.” Valdosta 
Coach Charles Tarpley said “We just can't seem to 
rhake the big play when we need it, while our 
opponents always come up with four or five

“We’re not going to give up though It gets 
discouraging at times, but the big thing today was the 
kids kept on battling. Some more good news, was 
finding a regular catcher and another pitcher*

“Our lack of aggressiveness caused us today, too, ” 
Tarpley said. “We didn’t have good outfield play and 
still are making too many base running errors to win 
these closes games. All of our losses have been in close 
ballgames/'

Tift scored five of its eight runs following Valdosta 
errors. The Blue Devils opened the scoring w ith three 
runs in the first on a solo homer by David Cosper and 
consecutive run-scoring singles by Chris Taylor and 
Jay Cole.

Valdosta got two of the runs back in the bottom of 
the inning when Mike Martin ripped a two-run homer 
after Brent Moore led off the inning with a single to

left
After a scoreless second inning, Tifton added a pair 

of runs in the third on a two-run homer by Lawton 
Bassett. Andy Cross had reached base ahead of 
Bassett when Valdosta leftfielder Trevor Shaw 
drooped his fly to left.

Trailing 5-2, Valdosta came right back to cut the lead 
to 5-4 in the bottom of the inning when Steve Malina hit 
a two-run homer following a walk by Joey Crosby.

Tift pushed its lead back up to 7-4 in the fourth by 
scoring two runs with two outs. Taylor started the rally 
with a double to left, and Cole followed with a two-run 
homer Steve Nixon then lined a single to center, but 
Cross flied out to left field.

Valdosta refused to fold though, coming back with a 
single run in the bottom of the fourth on Martin's 
second homer of the game to cut the deficit to 7-5.

However, Tift got that run back in the very next 
inning when Darrien Teals blasted a solo homer for 
some insurance.

After going down in order in the fifth, Valdosta got a 
rally startea in the sixth on three consecutive singles, 
but Moore was thrown out at the plate.

Valdosta tried one last-ditch effort in the seventh by 
scoring one run, but it wasn't enough as Tifton held on 
for an 8-6 victory. With we out. Brian Parker reached 
on a walk. He advanced to second on a balk and third 
on a wild pitch. Two other Wildcats also reached base

after Jon Reaves hit a run-scoring single to bring 
Parker home Moore ened the game by flying out to 
left field.

Martin led Valdosta. 1-4, at the plate with three hits, 
including a pair of homers. Nance. Moore and Reaves 
also has two hits apiece Tifton. 9-1. was led by Teals, 
Cosper. Taylor. Cole, Nixon and Bassett with two hits 
apiece.

“We've lost to some good teams, but we haven’t been 
out of anv of the games.” Tarpley said. “If we would 
play good and up to our potential. I feel like we d start 
winning.

“That play at the plate in the sixth was a very big 
play. But if I had the same situation to come up again, 
I'd do the same thing. We needed some runs, and there 
was never any doubt in my mind to send the runner on 
home.

“I think we'll be all right with a little more 
experience.” Tarpley said “We re trying a lot of 
things and a lot oi different people, just trying to get 
the right combination on the field. I was pleased with 
(Guy) Belue s pitching performance, and the way 
(Walt) Gill handled himself behind the plate. ’'

Tifton 300 210 0— 8 13 3
Valdosta 202 100 0— 6 12 4
Hamilton (W) and Cole Guriano (L I 3) Belue 15) and Gill HR - Martin (V) 2, 
Malani (V), Teals (T), Cosper (T), Cole (Ti, Bassett (T) 2B — Taylor (T).



Two Valdosta High Students
Compete In Driving Tests
By RICH ARD SELLERS 

Times Staff Writer
Two Valdosta High 

School Students were 
chosen to compete in 
‘‘Operation Driver 
Excellence,” a national 
program to encourage 
teenagers to be superior 
drivers to be held in 
Atlanta.

Kathy Harris, an 11th 
grader* and Yves Owens, a 
10th grader, traveled to 
Atlanta this weekend to 
compete in state level 
competition.

Sponsored by the 
AM VETS national veter­
ans organization and the 
Dodge Division of the 
Chrysler Corporation. 
Operation Drive 
Excellence is a type of car 
rodeo that strives for safe 
driving through local, stale 
and national competition.

The two VHS students 
were chosen by Student 
Driver Instructor Robert 
Bolton at Valdosta High, 
said J.C. Williams, stale 
president of the Georgia 
Chapter of AMVETS.

“Some schools have 
local drivers’ tests for the 
competition, but I told 
them (the high school) to 
send me the best, and they 
said these two were the 
best they had ” Williams 
said.

The program’s emphasis 
is on good driving citizen­
ship and defensive driving 
skills necessary to create a 
superior driver who can 
adapt quickly and safely to 
emergency situations.

At every level of com­
petition Operation Driver 
Excellence is geared to 
test the knowledge and 
driving ability of teenagers 
in critical phases of 
automobile operations, in­
cluding: (1) driving citi­
zenship. (2) general driv­
ing ability; (3) knowledge 
of driving theory and traf­
fic laws, and (4) ability to 
handle an automobile in 
emergency situations.

Students participating in 
the competition must take 
written exams on motoring 
law's and driving theory. 
They are tested on actual 
over-the-road driving and 
are required to manuever 
a car through a serpentine 
course.

The final phase of Dera­
tion Driver Excellence

Times Staff Photo by Nadine Shoe het

Y ves Owens, Kathv Harris Practice Driving Skills

competition involves car 
handling in emergency sit­

//o

nations. In the emergency 
stop segment, a special 
“ gun” is mounted on the 
front bumper of the car. 
The student drives the car 
through a lane and the 
course judge, who shares 
the front seat, triggers the 
“gun” when the car is 
cruising at a steady 30 
milesan hour.

The sound of the shot 
alerts the driver to make 
his emergency stop while 
the “gun” marks the spot 
by firing a chalk pellet to 
the ground.

Scores are determined 
by the driver’s ability to 
stop within the shortest 
distance. Should the car 
swerve out of the stopping 
lane, penalty points are 
assessed.

But. other than practic 
ing safe driving, what does 
all this mean for students 
competing in the driving 
competition?

Georgia's top winners 
win $1000 for first place. 
$600 for second, ana $400 
for third, then have the 
chance to move up to 
national competition.

Also, Operation Driver 
Excellence competitions 
will award more than 
$25,000 in prizes and schol­
arships to teenage safe 
drivers.

The national champion 
will win a $5,000 scholar­
ship and the use of a new 
Dodge car tor a year plus a 
second new Dodge car to 
be used for a year by the 
champion’s high school.

Runnersup in the na­
tional event will receive 
scholarships of $4,000. 
$3,000. $2,000. and $1,000 
respectively.

The national finals will 
be held in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
on May 18,19 and 20.

Kathy is the daughter of 
William and Kathryn 
Harris, of 922 Buncne 
Street.

Yves is the son of Cor­
nelio us and Brownie 
Owens, of 715 South Troup

^'^^Times Staff Reports
- With Valdosta City School students 
out of the classroom this week on 
spring break, school officials have 
found the ideal time to get some repair 
work done on five school buildings.

Walter Altman, school superin­
tendent elect, said paint is being 
touched-up at Valdosta High School 

' and Pinevale Lomax Elementary 
• School.

In addition, carpeting is being re­
placed at an entrace hall to the high 
School.

' - Crews are repairing roofs at Sallas 
Mahone Elementary, Valdosta Junior 
High and the food services building at 
Cleveland Field, Altman said.

Funding for the roof work comes 
from the roof bond issue, Altman said.

All of the projects, however, are 
small-scaled and don’t involve more 
than $3,000 each, Altman said.

School officials chose to have the 
work done during break, because most 
of the projects would have been 
difficult with students in school, 
Altman said.

But because the jobs are small, he 
said the work should be completed by 
the time school starts next week.

'Cats Finish 2nd In Track Meet
From Staff Reports

TIFTON — The Valdosta boys track team opened its 
1984 season with a second-place finish in a tri-meet 
Thursday afternoon at Tift County High School.

Tift won the meet with 934 points with Valdosta 
second at 644 and Berrien third at 11.

Valdosta won six individual events and two team 
events.

Individual winners for Valdosta included. Hosea 
Heard, 440-yard dash and 330-yard intermediate 
hurdles; Aundra Irvin, 100-yard dash and 220-yard 
run; John Porter, Discus and Randy Bell, long jump

Bell, Heard, Derrick Folsom and Irvin combined to 
win the mile relay and Heard, Irvin, Bozie Sirmans 
and Willie Lewis teamed up towin the 440-yard relay.

Valdosta also had six second-place finishers, in­
cluding: Sirmans, 100-vard dash; Lewis, 220-yard run; 
Porter, shot put, Charles Sullivan, high jump; Earnest 
Manghram, long jump and Bell, triple jump.

Third-place finishers for Valdosta included Bell in 
the 120-yard high hurdles and Folsom in the 330-yard 
intermediate hurdles.

Fourth-place finishers were Eric Sharp in the high 
jump and Lewis in the triple jump.

And fifth-place finishers included Folsom in the 
440-yard dash and John Wheelis in the shot put.

Valdosta will return to action April 10 against Cook.
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VHS Student 
Bailey Nabs 
Scholarship
By Times Staff Writer

A 15-year-old Valdosta High School 
student was recently named winner of 
a scholarship to attend a six-week 
music course at the prestigious 
Transylvania Music Camp at North 
Carolina’s Brevard College.

“I was pleased and very excited 
because it will be a great chance for 
me to learn,” said Laura Bailey, who 
was selected from a group of musical 
performers who auditioned in Febru­
ary for the scholarship at Valdosta 
State College.

Ms. Bailey is the daughter of Hugh 
Bailey, president of the college and 
plays in the marching and symphonic 
bands at Valdosta High.

A student of the flute for the past five 
years and “an exceptionally talented 
young musician,” according to VHS 
music teacher Regine Wiley, Ms. 
Bailey said she’ll be performing in 
different groups at the camp and 
taking private lessons as well.

She’ll also have the opportunity to 
rehearse with other high school stu­
dents for weekly performances of the 
‘ ‘ Brevard Symphony Orchestra. ”

Ms. Bailey said the material 
practiced and played at the camp will 
include “a little bit of everything,” 
including classical and contemporary 
selections.

The 40-year-old music camp, which 
will be staffed by professional musi­
cians from around the country for the 
six - weeks, is located near the

Laura Bailey Transylvania-Bound
Transylvania Mountain range in North 
Carolina.

Major guest artists not yet an­
nounced are expected to visit and 
perform at the camp during the six 
weeks.

Seven of the music scholarships are 
awarded by Georgia Power Company 
annually to music students from each 
of the company’s seven districts in the 
state. The Georgia Federation of Music 
Clubs is also a sponsor.
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Bearcats Down Valdosta
By ROGER B. BBROWN
Times Sports Writer

Bainbridge hasn’t been playing well 
all season, but Tuesday the Bearcats 
put it all together Tuesday in an 8-3 
Region 1-AAAA South victory over the 
Valdosta Wildcats at Bazemore Field.

Jason Hutchins handcuffed the 
Wildcats on four hits as Bainbridge 
jumped out to an early advantage and 
held the lead throughout the game.

Bainbridge scored two runs in the 
first inning, and added two more in the 
second before Valdosta finally got on 
the board with a single run in the third 
inning.

“Hutchins pitched an outstanding 
game for us today and that’s exactly 
what we needed,” Bearcat Coach Stan 
Killough said. “He threw strikes and 
was consistently around the plate all 
game long and that was another key 
factor.

“He didn’t allow very many walks 
(three) and made them earn their way 
on, which is a sign of good pitching. We 
also had good defense behind him (no 
errors) and that’s always good to see.”

Bainbridge opened the scoring when 
Bennie Weathersby reached on an 
error. He moved to third on a wild pick 
off attempt and scored on a fly to 
center by Hutchins.

Shawn Strickland then singled to 
center, advanced to second on a wild 
pitch and scored on a double by Tom 
Kelley after Kent Hatton had walked. 
Brian Calhoun the lined out to center to

end the inning leaving two runners 
stranded.

The Bearcats added two more runs 
in the second on four hits, including 
three consecutive singles. Bobby Duke 
led off the inning with a single to 
center. After Curt Wingham popped 
out to third, Ken Loeffler singled to left 
to move Duke around to third.

Weathersby came up next and lined 
a run-scoring single to center. Hutchins 
followed a run-scoring single to right to 
make the score 4-0, leaving runners at 
second and third and one out, but 
Valdosta’s pitcher, Ralph Guriano got 
out of the inning by striking out 
Strickland and getting Hatton to fly out 
to right to end the inning.

Trailing 4-0 in the third, Valdosta got 
one of the runs back when Trevort 
Shaw, who had two of the four hits for 
Valdosta, doubled to right. He 
advanced to third on a passed ball and 
with two outs stole home when Brent 
Moore was trapped in a run-down 
between first and second on an appar­
ent planned play.

Bainbridge came back with two 
more runs in the fourth on one hit and 
three Valdosta errors.

Whigham walked to lead off the 
inning and advanced to third on an 
error. After weathersby flied out, 
Whigham scored on a groundout by 
Hutchins. Strickland reached on an 
error and Hatton followed with a 
run-scoring single to give the Bearcats 
a 6-1 advantage.

Valdosta scored a single run in the 
fifth to close within 6*2 on a pair of hits. 
With two outs, Jon Reaves reached on 
a single and scored on a double by 
Shaw. Brian Parker stepped up next 
and he struck out to end the inning.

Bainbrige put the game away by 
adding two insurance runs in the 
seventh inning on two hits. Kelley 
reached on a walk, stole second and 
advanced to third on a wild pitch. 
Calhoun then hit a ground-rule single, 
which hit the base umpire. He was 
thrown out at first, but the umpires 
ruled that it was hit because the ball 
hit the base umpire after it had got 
past the pitchers mound.

After Duke flied out, Whigham 
singled to center to score both runners 
and complte the Bearcats scoring for 
the game.

Valdosta came back to score a run in 
the bottom of the inning to make up the 
final 8-3 count.

Steve Milani led off the inning with a 
single to center. Gill walked and 
Reaves hit into a force play. Both 
runners advanced on a wild pitch and 
Gill scored on a groundout by Shaw. 
Joey Crosby then grounded out to 
second to end the game.

“It’s a big win for us,” Killough said. 
“It’s the first time all year that we’ve 
hit the ball like this. For our kids this 
should be a real shot in the arm. We 
took on the challnege and came 
through. Valdosta is a well-coached 
team and everybody knows about their

program, which is well-stocked in 
winning tradition.”

Meanwhile, Valdosta Coach Charles 
Tarpley was disappointed with his 
team, which dropped to 4-6 overall and 
0-1 in subregion play.

“We didn’t execute very well, 
especially in the clutch. We gave them 
five unearned runs and just killed 
ourselves with mental mistakes. I 
thought Guriano pitched good enough 
to win this ball game. We just didn’t 
give him much help in the field or at 
the plate. The seniors are going to have 
to come through for us.

“ We’re playing people who are just 
not producing, and they have until 
Friday (at Lowndes) to show that they 
can do the job,”- Tarpley said.
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They Won’t Forget 

Wildcats’ Passing
Mark Carmichael was laughing and singing at home with his 

family at 9:30 on the evening of March 31, when he decided to 
visit friends in Valdosta.

Midnight was approaching as the Valdosta High sophomore 
headed his older sister’s gray MG convertible back from the city 
toward Hahira. He drove Out North Valdosta Road, taking the 
north fork onto U.S. 41. There were no curves and the ground was 
level as his car ran off the road, traveled 263 feet and struck a 
tree

Doctors said he died from an aneurysm (dilation of a diseased 
blood vessel), but Mark’s father Wayne doesn’t even want to 
know what the word means, for he knew he’d never again be able 
to share good times with his 16-year-old son.

“It (the death) was a bitter shock,” the elder Carmichael said 
Sunday evening. “We are a real close family.

“I don’t know how to explain it — it was a big loss. I love our 
lord and savior, and it was his decision. I ask why, and it’s hard 
to understand. It’s just one of those things that happens — I can t 
answer the questions.”

He’s Remembered By Family, Friends

But Mark Carmichael will not be forgotten by his family and 
friends. The trophies he won as a boxer are still in the family 
home, and nothing has been moved in his room since that fateful 
evening six months ago, his father says. . , , .,

“I think about him every minute of the day, Carmichael said. 
“We drove to Adel tonight, and we talked about him.

“His sisters write to him every night, and his friends at school i 
pray for him every night. They visit him at the cemetery 
(Riverview Memory Gardens in Valdosta) and talk to him

Being a Christian was a major part of Mark’s life, and he also / 
loved being a farm boy. Mark was always wearing his cowboy 
hat and chewing tobacco, so it only seemed right when his friends 
buried him with a can of Copenhagen in his hand. „

“He loved his horses, the feed yard and the tractors, 
Carmichael said. “He’d been with me (around the farm) ever 
since he was old enough to toddle. .

“We’re from the Midwest, so we’ve always worn Western hats 
andbootsand jeans, and Mark was no different.”

Another part of the Carmichael legacy followed Mark home 
after his death. It seems he loved being an auctioneer — just like 
his father. He’d only started working auctions at 15, but the 
people began appearing at the Carmichael farm when Mark 
^“People &om the western part of the state came here the day 
after he died,” Carmichael said. “They cried their hearts out to 
us.’* ,

But Mark’s death may have been a long time coming, as “he 
was a sick boy.’ ’ according to his father.

‘‘Mark went into the hospital in December with 
mononucleosis,” Carmichael said. “He had hepatitis, and an 
infected liver and spleen — the doctors wouldn’t let him do any 
lifting whatsoever. , 5

“But if they’d had been right there, there s nothing they could 
have done for him. They said when that happens (an aneurysm), 
you’re going to die.” , . .

But dying wasn’t on Mark's mind as he grew up in the 
Winnersville USA tradition. In junior high school he was member 
of the Tomcat football team, moving on to the Wildcat varsity as 
a right cornerback in ninth grade. Mark started during that 1981 
season, and the ’Cats weren’t scored on.

He played for the 1982 state champion Wildcats, continuing at 
defensive back during 1983 until he was hospitalized. Mark was 
also very popular on the Valdosta High campus.

“He touched them all down there (at VHS),” Carmichael said. 
“He was very well liked, and I didn’t know just how well.

“I didn’t understand everything about my own son, but we 
didn’t try to pry into his personal life. They all liked him — old, 
young, black, white.” _ _ / - 

’Cats Dedicate Season To Him

At Wildcat Picture Day two weeks ago on Cleveland Field, a 
special ceremony was held to honor Mark. His jersey and the 
helmet he wore were presented to his parents as a token from the 
team. The ’84 Wildcats are dedicating this season to Mark, 
wearing his number (14) on the back of their helmets, and he 
won’t soon be forgotten, VHS head coach Nick Hyder said.

“He was a real favorite with everybody down at the school,” 
Hyder said. “The youngsters were quite shaken.

“He was pretty close to the junior class, and there are about 30 
of them on the squad. It still strikes a serious tone with any of 
them if you mention his name.

“I’ve been coaching 27 years, and this was the first time I lost a 
player while he was a member of the team — it was quite an 
emotional experience.”

Mark had come a long way since starting as a Tomcat in the 
seventh grade and Hyder said “he figured to be one of our 
outstanding players.”

“At times like these, you stop and take a good, long look,” 
Hyder said. “You find out that life is not permanent.

“Everybody’s got to stop and take a hard look at themselves. 
You ask who picks (who will die)? Who decides who is taken, and 
when you go?

“It s not for us to question — there's a divine being somewhere 
who decides.”

But there’s one judgment nobody will probably make in the 
near future. That decision is the one to ever drive the gray MG 
convertible — which will never happen, according to his father

“I still have the car right out tnere in the yard,” Carmichael 
said. “The windshield wipers work and his side is pretty much 
undamaged.

“The car is driveable, but I don’t want it fixed up and put on 
the road.

“Some people don’t understand that, but that’s the way I feel.”



Jr ormer Cat QB Buck Belue
Is Fighting For His Life

By ROGER B. BROWN 
Times Sports Writer

Buck Belue is fighting for his life these 
days.

that is, his football life as a pro­
fessional quarterback for the Jacksonville 
Bulls of the United States Football 
League.

Belue is listed behind three other 
quarterbacks on the Bulls’ roster. Matt 
Robinson, Robbie Mafouz and Ben Ben­
nett. Robinson was the starting 
quarterback for most of the season last 
year, while Mafouz signed a big-monev 
contract, as did Bennett.

Belue is facing some mighty tough 
odds. Rarely do professional teams keep 
three quarterbacks, let alone four of 
them. But, the Bulls did last year and 
Belue filled out that last role by keeping 
the charts and only seeing action in just a 
couple of pre-season games.

Now, as far as a career in pro football

stands, Belue may be facing tie second 
crossroads in the last three years. ‘

Two years ago, while* playing pro­
fessional baseball in the Montreal Expos’ 
minor league organization, Belue decided 
to give up the sport when the newly-found 
USFL started up its spring-summer 
league.

While playing for the University of 
Georgia, Belue led the Bulldogs to their 
first National Championship in 1980. But 
he was overlooked by. the National 
Football League because the scouts said 
he wasn’t the prototype quarterback. In 
other words, he was too short and was 
said to not have the big-league arm to 
throw it 60 or 70 yards by just the flick of 
the wrist.

So. he had no other choice but to try 
baseball after an outstanding baseball 
career at Georgia as an outfielder.

He tried it for two years, but wasn’t 
making the kind of progress that he

anticipated.
Then the USFL came along.
He spent most of last year getting back 

in the swing of playing football after a 
two-year absence. He didn't get very 
much playing time, and mostly just kept 
a chart of the plays the Bulls ran in the 
games.

“My career has been on balance the 
last couple of years, and just getting back 
into football was a big step for me,”.Belue 
said. “I learned a lot last year, and was 
just glad that they decided to keep me 
around.

“Life on the professional level is 
different. It’s a business and you have to 
be prepared for anything. I don't know a 
whole lot about my situation and just 
what their plans are at the present. I just 
know that I’m more prepared for this 
season than any other that I’ve been in 
my life.

T was always taught to be ready when

my time came, and I just want to make 
the best of the opportunity whenever I do 
get the chance. It has happened for me on 
every level so far. The professional level 
has been the only time tnat things haven’t 
fallen into place.”

Belue is what coaches call a winner. He 
doesn't have the flashy stats or big-time 
arm. and he’s not very big. However, he 
has that unique quality that always seems 
to find a way for his team to come out on 
the winning side. Those are the numbers 
that count to a coach who wants to 
maintain his job on any level of coaching.

As a mere freshman at Valdosta High, 
Belue found himself thrust into the 
starting lineup in Nick Hyder’s first 
season at the school. It was a tense 
situation for Valdosta football, with a new 
coach and a 15-year old quarterback.

It was a lough year. Valdosta finished 
3-7.

But Belue survived and went on to lead

Continued From Page 13A
felt like there was no other place for me.

“I had a pretty good career there and 
got a chance to play with some outstand­
ing athletes. We had a lot of success while 
I was there and it seemed strange to me 
that some pro teams didn’t want to give 
me a shot.

“I guess my playing baseball had a lot to 
do with it and some of the teams just 
figured that I would go that route. But. I 
always wanted to be able have the chance 
to choose one or the other.

“I feel like I’m in great shape right now,
probably the best of my career because 
this will probably be my last shot. Things 
have gone pretty well in camp so far, and 
” been getting in a lot of work. I came 

i early with the other quarterbacks
I’ve
down early with the other quarterbacks 
and some running backs so that I could get 
in some extra work and be prepared tor

“If things don't work out for me here, | 
I'm looking to get into broadcasting,” 
Belue said. “The offense that we run here 
suits me fine, but in pro football, the name 
of the game is being in the right place at 
the right time.

“The love of the sport has been the only 
thing that has kept me going. I’ve also 
gotten a lot of support from my family and 
friends, which keeps me going and helps 
me to stick it out. I enjoy the competition, 
and it’s a great feeling to start out as 
individuals and end up accomplishing 
something together as a team.

“I would just like to prove it to myself 
that I do belong up here and that I can 
play on this level,’’ne added. “It’s easy to 
give up on something when people are 
doubting vou, but I’m not a quitter.”

Belue has been working out since the 
fall, anticipating his shot at making the 
Bulls’ roster. He lifted weights to build his 
arm strength and ran three times a week 
to help his speed.

However, Belue is looking at several 
other options if it doesn’t work out with the 
Bulls. During the off-season, he worked as 
the play-by-play announcer for Valdosta 
High football, and he’s thinking of making 
a career out of it.

Belue has also had the opportunity to 
work with USA cable network as a color 
analyst. While attending Georgia, he 
worked for WSB in Atlanta as a reporter.

“I’m not looking past the immediate 
training camp,” Belue said. “I’m physi­
cally and mentally prepared for anything 
that comes of it, and will just go from 
there.”

And though Belue does have his foot in 
the door as a broadcaster, he’s still 
fighting for his true love.

the Cats offense for the next three years. 
In his senior season, Belue led Valdosta to 
the Class AAAA state finals against 
Clarke Central and rallied the 'Cats from 
a 16-0 deficit to within 16-14 before a last 
second field goal failed and ended the 
championship dreams.

“That was one of the biggest disap­
pointments of my athletic career,’’ Belue 
said. “It used to hurt so bad that I 
couldn’t even drive by that stadium 
(Clarke Central’s, where the champion­
ship Was played) all the time that I was 
playing at Georgia. ’’

One of the biggest influences on Belue’s 
career other than Hyder was Lowndes 
Coach Joe Wilson, who served as an 
assistant at Valdosta during Belue’s 
career.

“He (Wilson) taught me a lot about the 
mechanics of quarterbacking and I really 
learned a lot from him,” Belue said. “He 
knew a lot about offense and was very

knowlegeable about the passing game.
“Coach Hvder stuck with me that first 

year, and that took a lot for him to do 
that. That year was probably the turning 
point in Valdosta football, and it was a 
dream come true for me to be able to 
quarterback the ’Cats.

“That was an adjustment period, but 
we all learned from it and it helped me to 
keep other things in the proper 
perspective throughout my career. It 
helps me now in the situation that I’m 
here and keeps me from just giving up. ’ ’

By the time his senior year rolled 
around, Belue was being nationally re­
cruited and he narrowea his choices to 
Georgia, Tennessee and Florida State 
before settling on the Bulldogs.

“That was another dream come true for 
me and I had thought about playing for 
Georgia since early childhood,” Belue 
said. “I grew up a true Bulldog fan, and

See Belue, Page 15A

anything.”
Belue is in an uphill battle for the 

quarterback position, but he just wants to 
go out firing his best shot if he doesn’t 
make it this time. Despite the fact 
Robinson is the No. 1 quarterback, 
Robinson has been plaqued by injuries 
throughout his career, and didn’t complete 
the season last year.

Mafouz had a chance to take charge of 
the position, and was given every opportu­
nity to do so, but he had a sub-par year. He 
never did fit the mold of the moveable, 
pocket-type quarterback that Bulls Coach 
Lindy Infante wants.

Bennett signed a big contract late in the 
year and got in some playing time at the 
end of the season, but ne too was 
unimpressive. With that in mind, Infante 
says the quarterback position is wide open 
and will be given to tne man who can get 
the job done



No. 1 Wildcats Seemed To Be Reading 
The Blue Devils’ Thoughts

By EARL PERKINS 
Times Staff Writer

The Statesboro Blue Devils had been thinking about playing the 
Valdosta Wildcats for several weeks now. In fact, the team had 
been thinking about nothing else since the Georgia high school 
football playoffs began, according to Statesboro head coach 
Charles Winslette.

But no matter what the Blue Devils were thinking Friday night 
at Cleveland Field, the ’Cats were one step ahead as they dumped 
Statesboro 45-0 for the south Georgia championship and the right 
to play Athens Clarke Central for the state title.

Ana although all-America linebacker John Porter didn’t say so, 
the game may well have been over with less than 2:00 gone off 
the clock. Statesboro received the opening kickoff, but 
quarterback Chris Johnson decided to tnrow on the highly- 
vaunted Valdosta defense, which could have been a mistake.

‘We were looking for that play (tight end pass over the 
middle), and we were going to be watching for it the whole 
game,” Porter said. “It was six quick, easy points. We were all 
just converging on them, and I guess I was at the right spot at the 
right time. Ana it was a clear shot into the end zone.”

Porter may have missed the ensuing extra-point attempt, but 
his interception return early in the first quarter may have put the 
Blue Devils away. Only 1:35 had rolled off the clock, but 
Statesboro was already en route to losing the south Georgia 
crown. And everything was working out like Valdosta had 
planned throughout the week, according to Porter.

“Our game plan was to come out quick and have a great first 
quarter, he said. “That was a great first quarter, and it 
established what we were going to do. I guess they (the Blue 
Devils) were intimidated, and I don’t think they were ready for 
us to get six points that quick. ”

But the 210-pound senior says there’s a good reason the 
Wildcats always seem two steps ahead of their opponents. 
Valdosta works year-round on conditioning and planning for 
games such as Friday’s, but Porter claims the coaching staff 
Knows everything that could possibly happen.

“The coaching staff did a great job of preparing us for every 
offensive and defensive set, he said. “Fifty-one percent of the 
credit (for the win) has got to go to the coaching staff

“It seems like every time they tell us something, it happens — 
and we’re ready for it. And it seems the ball has bounced our wav 
all season. If we can get the ball bouncing our way next week, it 
would be great.”

Team captain Porter may have made the play that started the 
rout, but defensive lineman James Wakefield and safety Derrick 
“Kool” Folsom also had outstanding nights on defense. The 
senior defenders were expecting one of the most difficult tests of 
their season, but ended up rolling over much weaker competition.

“They just weren’t as tough as everybody thought they were,” 
Wakefield said. “We had a hard rush on (the Porter interception) 
them, and the dude (Johnson) just couldn't handle the pressure.

“Maybe it was because they just hadn’t been in a (semifinal) 
playoff game, and they couldn’t handle the pressure. We had a 
good game — I think it’s one of the best games we’ve had as far 
as defensive-wise.”

The defensive co-captain also noted that the ’Cats want to win 
badly next week, which would give them their first national 
championship since the coaching days of the legendary Wright 
Bazemore (1971). And Bazemore was there last night, cheering 
on the ’Cats he’s loved since his coaching days during World War 
II. A war could easily have broken out if Statesboro’s running 
game had blasted through Valdosta’s line as some football
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Seniors

VHS Senior Offensive 
Leaders Include (1, 1 to r, 
top), Scott Braswell, Willie 
Lewis, Eric Henderson, 
Mario Smallwood, (1 to r, 
bottom), Darrell Leonard, 
Jon Reaves And Berke 
Holtzclaw.



watchers thought, but Folsom and his defenders were ready.
“We were here to play and we were ready to play,” he said. 

“We'd heard so much about them, what their offense was going 
to do and how quick they were. They never showed it.

“I guess their defense couldn’t hold up their offense. And 1 was 
a little disappointed (the game wasn’t better), but you’ve got to 
take what they give you. . . .. . ,. ^

“But this has been a great season for me, and on behalf ot the 
rest of the team and the seniors on this club, we’re No. 1 in the 
nationandwe’regoingforit(Friday vs. theGladiators).’’ ,

Folsom is definitely a college prospect, and the schools he s 
been considering are Nebraska, South Carolina, Florida State, 
Georgia and Florida. Folsom has close ties to this area, which 
could make Nebraska a longshot just on distance, but all the 
other teams could be in the running for his services - except for 
Florida.

When the Gators were put on probabation for dozens of 
violations, they were all out scratched from Folsom s list. 
Georgia hasn’t shown a great deal of interest in the senior leader, 
so South Carolina and Florida State seem to be the frontrunners 
in pursuing Folsom.

One young man who was interested in preventing pursuit last 
night was offensive lineman Jon Reaves. The 180-pound senior is 
offensive captain for the ’Cats, and he found the victory as one of 
his sweetest.

“We worked as one team — we’re one team — we’re one 
person,” he said. “The backs ran their hearts out and the 
linemen played their hearts out.

“We were a complete team tonight defensively, offensively, at 
every position. We’ve been playing long enough (together) now to 
where each one knows what the other’s going to do and how

they’re going to react.”
Anytime a team scores 45 points, the offensive line has to be 

doing something right, and last night was no exception. But it 
seems the entire Valdosta team had a great night, according to 
Reaves

“Us being so close and being together, and playing together — 
no one could have beaten us.” he said. “But we ll find out next 
week (if the ’Cats can lose).

“But the way we played tonight is the best we ve played this 
year. We came out with new sets and things, and they were very 
hard to adjust to. I’m not trying to sound cocky or anything, but 
we just drove them off the ball. We took control, our backs ran 
their hearts out and they just can’t stop us when we re like that.

Speaking of unstoppable, quarterback Berke Holtzclaw had a 
strong hand in leading the Cats to their 14th consecutive victory 
this season. He was mixing his passes well when not handing off 
to Anderson or running back Willie Lewis. Lewis, a 164-pound 
senior, also had a brilliant night for Valdosta. But Holtzclaw was 
the one who kept talking about those ’Cats.

“It was togetherness — the whole team played together, just 
like we have all year,” he said. “We’re not having any problems, 
and we had a great week of practice. t „

“Everybody’s working together for one thing, and that s to go 
to state and win. The only way we felt like we could be stopped 
was by ourselves. Once we really get going good, it’s just hard to 
stop us. •

“We’re going to have a tough game (next weekend), but we ve 
just got to go out there and do it like we’ve dont it all year, and 
play together.” . .

Together, together. And one game at a time, every week, as 
Holtzclaw and VHS head coach Nick Hyder always say.

Wildcat Senior Defenders
Include (r, 1 to r, top), John 
Porter, Michael Spencer, 
James Wakefield, Jimmy 
Lewis, Ernest Manghram, (1 
to r, bottom), Mike Martin, 
Trevor Shaw, Derrick 
“Kool” Folsom, David
Thomas And Elijah Holmes.
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Sports
Lowndes’ Rally
Can’t Catch VHS
By ROGER B. BROWN
Times Sports Writer

Close is only good enough in horse­
shoes.

The Lowndes Vikings were close, but 
it wasn’t enough Tuesday. The Vikings 
trailed Valdosta 12-2 heading into the 
seventh inning and scored eight runs. 
But the rally fell short with the tying 
run at the plate and all Lowndes had 
was that feeling of being so close.

After the game, Valdosta had a 12-10 
victory, had given Lowndes its first 
Region 1-AAAA South loss of the 
season, and Lowndes Coach George 
felt like he’d been pitching horseshoes.

Tony Hart represented Lowndes’ 
tying run in the seventh. Hart had 
connected on a two-run homer earlier 
in the inning off of starting Wildcat 
pitcher Guy Belue. However, Walt Gill, 

. who had come in one batter earlier in 
relief of Belue, got Hart on a called 
third strike to end the Vikings’ rally 
and the game.

“We just played terrible and made 
too many mistakes to expect to win this 
one,” George said. “That’s been our 
problem all year. We gave them 
everything before we decided to play. 
We gave it our best shot in the seventh, 
but it was too late then. Wejust fell too 
far behind and had tee-mUCTf^round tu 
try and make up.

“Our pitching was off and we didn’t 
field the ball at all. Once again, errors 
killed us and we didn’t hit the ball until 
the last inning. I thought Belue did a 
good job of pitching for Valdosta until 
he tired in the last inning.

“He kept our hitters off balance for 
the most part and we couldn’t get any 
solid shots off him,” George said. “It 
reallly hurt us when we failed to score 
in the first inning after having the 
bases loaded. That was a tough call at 
home plate.”

With one out in the first, Lowndes’ 
Hart, Bobby Eason and Chuck Cooper 
drew consecutive walks. But Valdosta 
got out of the jam when Hart was 
thrown out at home on a force play.

Still, with the bases loaded, Bradford 
struck out to end the inning and end the 
scoring threat.

The seventh-inning uprising started 
innocently with Shawn Hiers flying out 
to right.

Then the rally started. Mike Lansdell 
reached on a single and Hart connected 
with his homer to make the score 12-4.

Eason walked and Cooper singled. 
After Vincent Brunson filed out for the 
second out, Wayne Bradord reached on 
a walk to load the bases. Trammell 
Reed then reached on a error by 
Valdosta shortstop Brad Coleman and 
two runs scored to make the score 12-6.

Jimmy Gay followed with a run­
scoring single and Hiers cleared the 
bases with a grand slam over the left 
field fence to make the score 12-10.

That was all for Belue, and Gill came 
in to face Lansdell, who greeted him 
with a single to center, which set up the 
final scenero.

“We played a good game and Belue 
did an outstanding job,” Valdosta 
Coach Charles Tarpley said. “We just 
started making too many errors in the 
last inning and gave them too much in 
that last inning.

“I wanted Belue to finish this one 
because he had done such a fine job. 
They fought back and you have to give 
them a lot of credit for that. We got two 
outs and relaxed and couldn’t get the 
final out. I knew Belue was tired, but 
Gill came in and did what he’s 
supposed to do.

“We were fortunate to get out to that 
big lead and it was just barely 
enough,” Tarpley said. “We did things 
today that we haven’t done all year. As 
a matter of fact, we have’t hit the ball 
this well at any time in any game.”

After dodging the first-inning bullet, 
Valdosta came in to score a run and 
was never headed. Gill reached on a 
single, advanced to second on a 
groundout and scored on a single by 
Steve Milani.

Valdosta padded the margin to 2-0 in 
the second when Trevor Shaw led off

Times Staff Photo by Laura Harns

After Settling Down, Guy Belue Pitched Effectively

^5 w. W# >

with a single and scored two outs later 
on a double steal, with Brent Moore 
taking second and Shaw stealing home.

Lowndes cut the deficit to 2-1 with a 
single run in the third when Hart 
reached on a force play and scored on 
a two-out single by Cooper.

After two scoreless innings, Valdosta 
scored five runs in the fifth inning by 
sending 10 batters to the plate and 
collecting four hits.

Milani and Nance paced Valdosta 
with three hits each.

Lowndes dropped to 4-1 in the 
subregion, one game ahead of Valdos­
ta, 3-2. Lowndes is 11-7 overall and

Valdosta is 7-9. Lowndes will play host 
to Bainbridge Thursday, while Valdos­
ta will visit Central-Thomasville to 
close out the subregion race, also on 
Thursday.

“I don’t know what happend to us 
today,” George said. “Maybe we were 
too relaxed or something. That’s un­
usual because most times when we 
play Valdosta, we’re too high. But that 
wasn’t the case at all today.”
Lowndes W1 001 8—10 8 2
Valdosta 110 055 x —12 13 4

Nichols (L), Harrell (5), Hagan (6) and Bradford, Belue 
(W, 4-0), Gill (7) and Moore. HR — Hart (L), Hiers (L). 2B 
— Reaves (V),Milani (V).

Records — Lowndes 11-7, 41; Valdosta 7 9,3-2.
Next Game — Bainbridge at Lowndes, Thursday, 7 p.m.;

Valdosta at Central Thomasville, Thursday, 4p.m.

MusiciansTake^ 
To Cleveland Field
By Times Staff Writer •

About 190 musicians and 110 singers 
will take to Cleveland Field tonight at a 
benefit performance by the Valdosta 
High School Band and Chorus.

The 8 p.m. event will feature the 
band’s field show which band members 
perfected at last week’s competition in 
Mississippi.

The chorus will perform songs the 
group plans to use in a competition 
they will be in next week.

Band director Dan Gaultney said the 
band will perform the popular musical 
number, On a Clear Day, Count Basie’s 
One O'clock Jump, a percussion 
feature and a patriotic medley.

’75 Class Meets
"^e Valdosta" High School class 

1975 will meet today at 7:30 p.m. 
discuss plans for its 10-year reunion.

of 
to

The meeting will be held at South 
Georgia Regional Library.

Further information is available 
from Scott Aiderman at 244-1992 or 
Anthony Payton at 244-7331.

Valdosta High won the girls champi­
onship and the Columbus Blue Devils 
won the boys title in the Region 1-AAA 
tennis tournament here Saturday.
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Boys Win; Girls Fall To Coffee
By ROGERS. BROWN 

Times Staff Writer
It was a game of spurts and 

surges and in the encl Valdosta 
ha (Tone more spurt than Coffee 
County, which proved to be the 
difference in the ’Cats 47-39 win 
here Saturday night.

The Lady Wildcats’ saw their 
record dip to 0-3 as Coffee 
County handed them a 62-43 
setback.

In the boys’ tilt, Valdosta 
jumped out to a eight-point 
advantage at 31-23 with 3:44 
left in the third period on a 
20-foot jumper by Howard 
Wright, Coffee County reeled 
off nine straight points to take 
the lead at 32-31 with 51 
seconds left.

Wallace Campbell, who 
topped all scorers with 17 
points, hit a turn-around 
jumper to give the ’Cats the 
lead for good at 33-32 as the 
quarter ended.

The two teams traded a 
couple of baskets to start the 
final period, but Valdosta out- 
scoreu Coffee 10-3 down th

stretch to pull out the win.
““I'm happy that we got the 

win. but we re still not playing 
up to our capabilities,” said 
Valdosta head coach Mike 
O’Brien. “We’re not playing 
consistent at all and it’s caus­
ing us to have mental lapses, 
which let other teams get back
inthegame 4 . „A

“We’re very happy to be 3-0 
at this point, but there is still 
an awful lot of improving to 
do,” O’Brien added. “However, 
we are making strides in the 
right direction and we im­
proved a lot from our first two 
games.” ....

Coffee got the first basket in 
the game, but Valdosta came 
back to score the next eight 
points. Then, Coffee came back 
to take the lead with eight 
consecutive points before Val­
dosta tiead the score at the end 
of the quarter on jumper by 
Victor Walker.

The second quarter went 
pre” / much the same way and 
Vaidosta finished by outscoring 
Coffee 8-3 in the final three

Tangelia Lowe 1, 0-1, 2. 
Coffee — Donna Braswell 4, 
2-3, 10, Sandra Brockington 
3, 2-2. 8, Michelle Wilkerson 
3, 0-0, 6. Janet Cole 4, 0-1, 8,
Jackie Bryant 7, 1-7, 
Denetra Peacock 4, 3-5. 
Leigh Simmons 1, 1-3, 
Leigh Kirkland 0, 0-0, 
Donna Osteen 0,1-2,1.

15, 
11, 
3, 
0.

minutes to take a 22-17 lead at 
halftime.

Valdosta went to a three-two 
zone defense after Coffee 
fought back to take the lead in 
the third period. It proved to be 
verv effective as it shut down 
some of Coffee’s outside bom­
bing. j L

The move also helped the 
’Cats to take control of the 
boards, which proved to be a 
key factor down the stretch.

“I thought James Edwards 
did a good job for us down the 
stretch and he save us a big lift 
when we really needed it,” 
O'Brien said.

GIRLS
Coffee 20 12 13 9—62
Valdosta 8 13 13 9

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Valdosta — Felicia Hen­

derson 11, 0-0, 22, Wendy 
Irvin 3, 2-5, 8, Avis 
Weatherspoon 1, 1-2, 3, 
Cassandra Ceasar 2, 0-0, 4, 
Terri Longieliere 2, 0-0, 4, 
Ellen Shown 0. 0-1, 0,

BOYS
Coffee 10 7 15 7—39
Valdosta 10 12 11 14—17 

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Valdosta — Sylvester 

Kitchen 1, 0-1, 2, Victor 
Walker 2, 0-1, 4, Wallace 
Campbell 7, 3-4, 17, Anthony 
Brown 4, 1-1, 9, James 
Edwards 3, 0-0, 6, Moses 
Madison 0, 0-0, 0, Howard 
Wright 4,1-2, 9. Coffee — Joe 
Jordan 5, 1-2, 11, John Royal 
1,0-0.2, Nate Collins 3,0-3,6, 
Pat Carter 4, 1-3, 9, Michael 
Wilkerson 1, 1-2, 3, Stacey 
Turner 0, 0-0, 0, Danny Ross 
2, 0-0, 4, Jeff Williams 2, 0-0, 
4, James Gifford 0,0-0,0.

Special Photo B - ’po^c

Lady Wildcats Dropped 62-43 Decis m z

Vikettes Roll Again Defeat Valdosta
By ROGER B. BROWN 

Times Sports Writer
It took a little longer than Lowndes Coach 

Steve Kebler would have liked, but his Lady 
Vikings finally regained their shooting touch in 
the second half of their 77-39 romp past Valdosta 
Tuesday. .

The Lady Vikings proved they had the right 
stuff, by connecting on more than 70 percent of 
their shots in the second half, outscoring the 
Lady Wildcats 43-13 to cruise to the win.

Lowndes was coming off its first loss of the 
season last Friday against Colquitt, and shot 
only 30 percent from tne field in that game. For 
two quarters Tuesday the shooting woes of the 
Lady Vikings continued, but they still led 
Valdosta 34-26 at halftime, despite shooting just 
over 40 percent.

However, that all changed in the second half. 
The Lady Vikings caught fire behind Sherice 
Willis and Natasha Horn, who combined for 26 
second-half points to ease to their 19th win in 20 
games. .

“We started playing a little defense in the 
second half and that proved to be the difference 
in the game,” Kebler said. “We were shooting 
the ball pretty good in the first half, but we were 
makingsomany floor mistakes.

“I told them at halftime to get their act 
together because Valdosta had come ready to 
play. In the second half, we went back to playing 
the way we’re accustomed to and the girls 
pulled together.

“It took us a half to get that last game out of 
our heads, but I think we’ll be okay now. It’s 
always tough playing over here, and I would 
have* been glad to get out of here with any kind 

I of win, period.” .
Lowndes led throughout the game scoring the 

I first four points of the game before settling for a 
19-10 lead at the end of the quarter. Willis and 

I Debbie Richarson scored baskets to open the 
second quarter, giving the Lady Vikings their 
biggest advantage of the half, 23-10.

But, Valdosta fought back, creeping within 
seven points (27-20) of Lowndes with 3:00 left on

a 15-foot jumper by Wendy Irvin. Lowndes came 
back to score the next five points br - r” ~‘ 
baskets by Horn, and a free throw/by Jennifer 
Griffin to push the margin back up (o 32-20 with

»n a pair of

1:45 left. , ,
However, Valdosta refused to wilt, and 

outscored the Lady V ikings 6-2 in the last minute
to trail just 34-26.

Lowndes quickly put the game away m the 
third period by outscoring the Lady ’Cats 14-2 in 
the first four minutes. The lead continued to 
build throughout the half, and Lowndes took a 
56-33 advantage into the final period.

ked the third period surge by theWillis sparked the third period surge by me 
Lady Vikings by scoring 14 of her game 23 points 
in the quarter as Lowndes outscored Valdosta 
22-7 in the period. , , _

Horn took over in the final period to score 12 of 
her 17 points as Lowndes outscored Valdosta 
21-6 Lowndes continued to roil in the final 
period, building a steady lead until the final 
winning margin of 77-39. .

Two other Lowndes players also scored in 
double figures, Pam Walker contributed 13 and 
Richardson added 10. Willis and Horn also 
pulled down 11 rebounds apiece, while Walker 
nad nine and Richardson seven.

Richardson also picked up three steals to lead 
Lowndes and handed out seven assists. Horn, 
Walker and sophomore Beverly Williams all 
contributed two steals apiece. Williams added
five assists to back Richardson.

“We just decided to get the ball inside in the 
second half becasue they were fronting Willis, 
Kebler siad. “We got good games from Horn 
and Willis inside and Walker hit some key shots 
outside to open things up.

Lowndes (77) — Walker 13, Richardson 10, Willis 23. Hom 17, Griffin 3, 
Williams 6, Hall 3, Woods 0, Maine 0. Campbell 0, Dennis 0, Trenor 0, 
StraughterO Totals 3017 36 (14 fouls) 77 .

Valdosta (39) — Henderson 10, W Irvin 8, L. Irvin 7, Caesar 6. Johnson 2, 
Weatherspoor 2, Gardner 0, Hall 0, Barnett 0, Bass 4, Shown 0, Longieliere 0.
Totals 15 9 20 ( 23 fouls) 3 9 _ „
Lowndes 19 15 M ^ V
Valdosta 10 16 7 6-39

Records: Lowndes 19 1; Valdosta3 19 . .
Next Game: Lowndes at Bainbridge, Friday. Valdosta at Central- 

Thomasville. Friday. ______ _

Valdosta's Felicia Hendet on (15) Battles With Jennifer Griffin (.
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THE SOCIETY OF 
DISTINGUISHED 
AMERICAN 
HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS

Has Awarded

VALDOSTA HIGH SCHOOL
this certificate acknowledging the listing of the following students

BRIAN ANDERSON STANLEY NEWMAN
LOREAN BROWN ERIC ANDERSON
MARTIN CAMPA LOUIS GON IS
TOM CARROLL BETH HARRIS
KRISTIN COLEMAN KATHRYN HARRIS
LAURA FAUSSONE FRANKIE KEELING
MICHAEL FURUKAWA JUNE POWERS
PAIGE GREEN VETA MOBLEY
KEVIN HARPER DANITA ROSSER
SHARON HART MELANIE SEALS
BERKE HOLTZCLAW JASON YOST
ANDREW KAISER CHALANA MC FARLAND
CRAIG KLEMENT DEBRA BAILEY
SUSAN LOUTTIT GINNA PILCHER
NATALIE MOORE KEITH QUARLES
KATHLEEN MORGAN GAYLE ROBINSON
EHTEL MITCHELL STEPHANIE SMITH
CATHY MC ELWAIN BRUCE SUMNER

DAVID THOMAS

as Members Of Distinction in The Society of Distinguished American High 
School Students in recognition of excellence in Leadership, Scholarship 
And Civic Contribution as attested to by the signatures affixed hereto

^985





Carver Proves Can Play With Wildcats for Half
hey arrived with a state 
police escort, like royalty, 
like a president, like Vince 

Dooley.
Once off their bus, they 

marched into Kinnett Stadium, 
clapping in cadence and strutting 
not so much like grunts on 
maneuvers, but Clydesdales.

Then they took the field for 
calisthenics, lining up in a neat 
little square and performing their 
routine as if they not so much 
were taught it, but were born 
with it.

This was Valdosta, the No. 2 
high school football team in the 
nation, according to USA Today, 
which has some audacity to

they couk. play with these Lions 
for a half, a 0-0 half, because they 
found they could block and tackle 
and tak * the football from 
newspaper clippings.

When Valdosta’s Wildcats 
strolled into the arena, Carver’s 
Tigers were “supposed” to pick 
up their hats and their coats and 
leave. Fifty points and Carver 
wasn’t considered a safe bet.

Then, on Valdosta’s first play 
from scrimmage, running back 
James Roberts was tackled for 
no gain. And on Carver’s first 
play from scrimmage, running 
back Tyrone Shaw dashed for 12

against a team that barely 
receives any respect in 
Columbus, much less the state.

This was Georgia’s Region 
1-AAAA champion, come to play 
Carver, the Region 2-AAAA 
champion, the best team 
Columbus had to offer.

This was the proverbial Lions 
vs. Christians.

These Lions won, 28-0. But 
these Lions did not devour.

THESE LIONS merely proved 
themselves human, proved that 
the publicity and reputation that 
proceeded them could not block, 
could not tackle, could not hold 
onto the football.

These Christians proved that

man 
1985

College Honors
Valdosta Coach
By Times Staff Writer

JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn. — A Valdosta, Ga., 
has been named recipient of Carson-Newman’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Samuel Nick Hyder of the Class of 1957 was chosen for 
the award which recognizes outstanding alumni whose 
personal lives, professional achievements and commu­
nity service exemplify the objectives of the college, a 
spokesman said. , ,

Hyder attended Carson-Newman on a football scholar­
ship and played four years for the Eagles under Coach 
Roy Harmon. He led the team in scoring in 1956 and was 
voted Most Versatile Man by his fellow seniors in 1957.

After obtaining a masters degree from the University 
of Tennessee in 1958, he began a career which continues
to this day as a leader of young men through secondary 
school coaching. , , •

Hyder’s first job was at West Rome High School in 
Georgia where he served as assistant football coach for 
10 years and head coach for six. He became head 
football coach at Valdosta High School in Valdosta in 
1974 and has built the Wildcat team into one of the most 
productive in the United States. .

In 1982 and 1984 Valdosta won the Class AAAA Georgia 
state championship and in 1984 the Wildcats were named 
National High School Champions by USA Today and 
Sporting News. Hyder was selected as National Coach of 
the Year by USA Today at the conclusion of the 84
campaign. , x ,

Hyder is a much sought after lecturer at college and 
high school football climes across the country. He spoke 
at a national convention of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and also addressed the American Football 
Coaches’ Association in Dallas, Texas, last year.

Coach and Mrs. Hyder are active members of First 
Baptist Church in Valdosta where he serves as deacon.

STEVE ADAMEK
presume it can compare a high 
school football team in Georgia 
against high school football 
teams from 49 other states.

THIS WAS the all-time 
winningest football team in the 
country, winner of 18 state titles, See ADAMEK, Page B-3

ADAMEK

Hyder Receives Distinguished Alumni Award

Tournament Honors
VaSniWi School students placed

Annual Coastal Plains CESA Main 
Tournament in Tif ton.__ _____ _

The event steeped students against 
each other in such subjects as Algebra 
I, Algebra 11, Geometry and Com­
prehensive mathematics.

Individual winners are:
— Carl Seglem, Valdosta, took first 

place in the Algebra I competition.
— Julie Anderson, Valdosta, took 

third in the Algebra I competition.
— Timothy Lee, Valdosta, took first 

place in the Algebra II competition.
— Peter Mikovitz, Lowndes, took 

second in Algebra II.

— Rhonda Brown, Lowndes, took 
third in Algebra II.

— Louis Gonis, Valdosta, took first 
place in the comprehensive competi­
tion.

— Laura Faussone, Valdosta, took 
second in comprehensive.

— Brian Anderson, Valdosta, took 
third in comprehensive.

Schools that participated in the event 
were from Berrien, Brooks, 
Fitzgerald, Irwin, Lanier, Lowndes, 
Tift and Valdosta.

Continued From Page B-1
yards and almost broke away for more

This was not “supposed” to happen. The No. z 
team in the nation was “supposed” to pick up 
20 yards a clip, maybe score a touchdown every 
time it handled the ball. The No. 2 ^ m the 
nation was “supposed” to throw up ^ bnck wal 
every time the No. 1 team in Columbus tried to

But these expectations Valdosta marched in with 
were their undoing, their burden. An mterception, a 
drive-stopping holding penalty, a wretched pitchout 
that ultimately was lost, missed tackles erm 
passes - this is not the stuff of which No. 2 
in the nation is “supposed” to be made

But this is the stuff that provoked stern words 
from a coaching staff and impatient grumbling 
from fans who have come to expect only the 
best ,

“There’s so much expected of our kids, there’s so 
much pressure, sometimes we don’t handle i 
right,” Valdosta coach Nick Hyder said.

“Newspapers, publicity. Carver coach Wallace 
Davis started to say about Valdosta’s first half. 
Then he stopped, for he claims some of his words 
this season have gotten him in hot water with his 

SUEVentually, Carver stopped and Valdosta started 
to prove its superiority. By the end of the 
third quarter, with the score something like it was 
“supposed” to be (21-0), reality set in and 
burst Carver’s balloon. But Valdosta did it not with 
reputation, not with publicity, not with news­
paper clippings, but with a long touchdown pass, a 
fumble recovery to set up another touchdown 
and a blocked punt to score a third.

Bv the fourth quarter, with another touchdown in 
the bank, the Wildcats let their hair down. 
Several danced to the beat of their band - a killer 
band, of course. Some exchanged signals and words 
with their cheerleaders - killer cheerleaders, of 
course .

Then, after adjourning to the center of the field to 
exchange the obligatory greetings, they walked off 
the field, out of cadence, out of routine. And out 
of expectations. Until next week.

Steve Adamek is Ledger-Enquirer sports editor.





By Times Staff Writer

VHS Selected 
As 1985 School
Of Excellence

By SYLVJA COOPER 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School has 
been selected as a 1985 Georgia 
School of Excellence and will 
be one of the six Georgia high 
schools to represent the state in 
the national secondary school 
recognition program.

Valdosta High was chosen 
from among 155 Georgia public 
schools nominated to vie for 
the, 1985 School of Excellence 
title.

Valdosta High School prin­
cipal Bill Aldrich said Valdosta 
High was chosen as the high 
school to represent the second 
congressional district, and then 
chosen from the top state high 
schools to represent Georgia 
nationally.

The schools were selected 
based on their administrative 
leadership, teacher effective­
ness, academic goals and 
achievements, school curricu­
lum, discipline and community 
involvement and support.

Of the 30 schools chosen in 
the state, only 11 were selected 
to represent Georgia at the 
national level.

“Georgia was given a quota 
of six high schools and five 
middle schools.” Julia Martin, 
coordinator of special projects 
with the state Department of 
Education said.

Applications were previously 
sent to all superintendents in 
the state, who nominated one 
elementary, one middle and 
one high school from their 
systems. After screening by 
the state education depart-

VHS

News

ment, the nominations were 
submitted to a panel of Ten­
nessee educators for judging.

The judges selected one ele­
mentary, one middle or junior 
high school and one high school 
from each of Georgia’s 10 
Congressional districts to be 
1985 Georgia Schools of
Excellence.

The 30 schools will be
honored by the Georgia De­
partment of Education, the 
State Board of Education, Blue 
Bird Body Company and Gov­
ernor Joe Frank Harris at a 
banquet April 10 in Atlanta.

“The Schools of Excellence 
program is designed to identify 
and honor successful public 
school programs throughout 
our state and to encourage 
excellence in all schools,” said 
Charles McDaniel, state super­
intendent of schools. #

“This is not necessarily a 
ranking of the top schools in 
our state, but a showcase of 
outstanding programs from 
various regions of Georgia.”

Georgia’s program is an 
expansion of the national Sec­
ondary Schools Recognition 
Program sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Education to 
honor schools at the mid- 
dle/iunior high and high school 
levels.

McDaniel expanded 
Georgia’s program to include 
outstanding elemlentary 
schools as well. I

In 1984 five Georgia'Schools 
of Excellence were na ned Na­
tional Schools of Excellence.

1/ 7Nm5 ^>///sb'Compiled, Written By VHS:Students

VHS Nabs Excellence Award
By DAVID GOMBAS

The Valdosta High School Naval 
Junior Reserve Officers Training 
Corps has again won the Chief of Naval 
Education and Training Award for 
Excellence. This award ranked the unit 
as one of the best five units in Georgia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Tennessee.

The CNET Excellence award is 
based upon academics, military bear­
ing, athletics, personnel inspection and 
community/school activities. The Val­
dosta High NJROTC has won the 
Excellence award three out of the past 
four years. Winning is accredited to an 
active program of community events, 
such as helping at blood drives, as 
honor guard for dignitaries and charity 
dances, and marching in community

NJROTC Team 
10th In Nation

parade/flag pageants, along with 
numerous school activities. The unit 
has participated in over 50 such events 
during the least school year.

Valdosta High School NJROTC 
again excels as the academic team 
is ranked 10th in the nation.

The Valdosta team competed 
against 445 qualified teams. The 
postal exam was given to all teams 
in the nation March 11. The tests 
were sent to the Chief of Naval 
Education and Training (CNET) 
who is in charge of all the NJROTC 
units in the nation.

The team consisted of cadets 
Melanie Seals, team commander; 
Derrick Cain, Anne Clark, Joseph 
Gombas and Jerry Smart.

Valdosta High School Announces
1985 Candidates For Graduation

Bv Times Staff Writer ^ ^ '^^ ^^^nn Coleman, Johnie Lee Collins, Steven Lynn Conyers, Ethel Scott Mitchell, Tina Lawanda Mitchell, Tyrone

More than 300 Valdosta High School 
seniors are are expected to graduate 
Tuesday at the Physical Education 
Complex at Valdosta State College.

The program, scheduled for 8 p.m. 
will be highlighted with speeches by 
Valedictorian Andrew Parks Kaiser 
and Salutatorian Laura Ann Faussone.

Board of Education members will 
present the diplomas as principal Bill 
Aldrich introduces the class.

Candidates for graduation are:
HONOR GRADUATES

Brian Leland Anderson, Travis Scott Braswell, Joanne 
Brown, Thomas Glenn Carroll, Julie Parker Dennard, 
Laura Ann Faussone (salutatorian), Michael Fumio 
Furukawa, James Wendell Godbee, Jr., Sandra Annette 
Graves, Marshall Kevin Haroer, Sharon Lynn Hart, 
Geoffrey Carl Hebner, Thomas Gabriel Hotard, Jr., 
Andrew Parks Kaiser (valedictorian), Erin Lynne Kirk, 
Craig Kenneth Klement, Susan Arledge Louttit, Julie Ann 
Moritz, Virginia Louise Pilcher, Michael John Rainey, 
Patricia Gayle Robinson, John F. Smith, Shannon Elaine 
Tinney.

GRADUATES
J Eric Abel, Brian Christopher Aldrich, Roy C. Allen, 

Tearhester Allen, Laura Ellen Anderson, Amy Anthony, 
Richard Timothy Aultman, Karrie Jo Bailey, Angela 
Marie Bajaiia, Timothy Ronald Balch, Lawanna Renee 
Barron, David Downing Bassford, James David Beaty, 
William Douglas Beaty, Danny W. Becton, Sonya Renee 
Bellamy, Dana Michelle Bennett, Sheila D. Berrian, 
Yolanda Dannette Berrian, Stanley Barnard Bess.

Arnita Bines, Darrell D. Blair, Tylene Latonya Blake, 
Mark Howard Blanchard, Donna Faye Blankumsee, Terri 
Boatright, Gussie M. Boone, Harrietta Boyd, Melinda 
Brandon, Rebecca Ellen Braswell, Regina Elizabeth 
Braswell, Renea Antonnette Brawner, Denice L. Brown, 
Kimberly Johnette Brown, Lorean Yvonne Brown, An 
thony Jerome Bryant, Eloise Bryant, Jennifer L. 
Brzezienski, Pamela Chris Buie, William James Burns.

Carroll Butler, Elizabeth Lynn Butler, Franklin David 
Butler, Tracy Lavette Butler, Martin Castillo Campa, 
Wallace Campbell, LaShonda Milissa Carrington, Sharon 
Evette Carter, Johnny L. Christopher, Jr., William M. 
Clark, Jr., Tamara Nichelle Cody, Bradley W. Coleman,

Jacquelyn Renee Cook, Stephanie Diane Cooper, Subrene 
Millette Copeland, Marvin W. Courson, III, Thomas Mason 
Cox.

Jewell H. Crowder, Jr., Timothy Hunter Crown, Joseph 
A. Culverhouse, Earnest Neal Curtis, Theresa Marie 
Danapilis, Tammye Phyllis Daniel, Moses Daniels, Ila 
Denise Daye, James Fredrick Deloach, III, Jerry L. 
Demott, Jr., Melissa Gayle Denmark, Mary LaGwendolyn 
Denson, Tony Len Dinkins, Anita Donahue, Samantha 
Felicia Donaldson, Alden Alexandria Dowling, Susanne 
Mane Dufek, Glenda Leniece Duncan, James Vincent 
Edwards.

Randolph Ellis, Benita Michell Evans, David Lee Evans, 
Lori Ann Evans, Denise Fay Fields, George Marshall 
Fleming, Derrick Jerome Folsom, James H. Fountain, 
William Bret Ganas, Leesa Jane Garrett, Thomas Walton 
Gay, Helen Gracyn Gayle, Patricia Annette Gibbs, Linda 
Gibson, Terry Lee Godwin, Jr., Kim Michele Golivesky, 
McDonald Graham, Jr., Elaine Lucile Graves, Paige 
Greene, Debbie Griffin.

Stephanie Ann Guess, Joann Guyton, Steven Eric Hall, 
Tony L. Hall, Barbara Lynn Hamilton, John L. Hamilton, 
Valerie Lynne Hampton, Vicki Rotrese Harden, Janice 
Denise Harrell, Jennifer Lynne Harrell, Susan Elizabeth 
Harrington, Allen Quentin Harris, Marshatta Rovanne 
Harris, Anderson Hart, Jr., Andrea Natash Hart, Aerica A. 
Henderson, Felicia Henderson, J. Darren Henderson, 
Moranda Denise Henderson, Jennifer Henkels.

Preston Hester, Jr., Susan Elizabeth Hill, Shontell 
Janine Holsendolph, William Berkeley Holtzclaw, James 
Howell, Elvoid Hunter, James Timothy Hutto, Rhonda 
-Lynn Ingram, Lisa Garnette Irvin, Mia Arnette Irvin, 
Wendy Louise Irvin, Fredrick James, Regina M. James, 
Trevis L. James, Jana Lynn Jenkins, Karen Ann Jenkins, 
Anthony J. Johnson, Becky Lynn Johnson, Linda Grey 
Johnson, Terry Bernard Johnson.

Yvette Colleen Jolley, Cynthia Denise Jones, Sheila 
Yvette Kearce, Dana Andrew Kelly, Ethan Lynwood King, 
Litenette Regina King, Chandra B. Kinlaw, Cynthia Diane 
Lamar, James E Lamb, Jr., John Kevin Lancaster, 
Latonya Yvette Lately, Jane Lee, Darrell B. Leonard, 
Allen Matthews Lester, Anthony Mark Lester, Debra A. 
Lewis, Georgiana A. Lewis, Willie James Lewis, April 
Michelle Linder, Steven Watson Lowe.

Jeffrey Paul Lynch, Karmen Renee Lyons, Kent N. 
Mallow, Earnest Manghram, Antonette Marshall, Keith 
Wayne Marshall, James Albert Martin, Michael E. 
Martin, Lorenza Matchett, Walter Dan McCranie, Dexter 
Bernard McDougal, Geneive McDougle, Catherine L. 
McElwain, Lynette McGee, Deverra McHelien, Kyle 
Stephen McLeod, Phillip N. Meeks, Steve E. Milani, 
Timothy M. Mills, Matthew W. Mink.

Mitchell, William Anthony Mitchell, Victor Floyd Mobley, 
Charles Brent Moore, David Gerald Moore, David Gerald 
Moore, Maria Lynne Moore, Natalie Sharone Moore, 
Valerie Denise Moore, Heidi Elizabeth Moorman, Mary 
Kathleen Morgan, Sherry Barbara Murajda, Milton 
Stephen Myddelton, Melinda Sue Neeley, Sean C. Neilly, 
Scotty L. Netter, Stanley D. Newman, Carolyn Denise 
Norwood, Carolyn Jean Oliver.

Brian Martin Parker, Callie Dennette Parker, William 
Timothy Parker, Shawn Allen Parrish, Shweta Patel, 
Marvin Lee Paul, Linda Elaine Peace, Carol Louise Peak, 
Patricia Ann Peak, Alfred Peek, Daniel Joseph Phillips, 
Christie Hill Pierce, David Thomas Pitts, John Timothy 
Porter, Brad Powell, Dan Millard Price, Jennifer Emily 
White Purvis, Frederick Keith Quarles, Sharon Ann 
Quarterman, Jonathan Allen Reaves.

Diane Denise Reed, Julie Rae Rensenhouse. John 
Patrick Tetterbush, Alex N. Revels, Ronald Lee Rhue, 
Degail Lynnja Rice, Mark Alan Rigdon, Felicia Wanda 
Renee Robey, Jammie Denise Roberts, Stefanie Renee 
Roberts, Allen Michael Robinson, Nicholas A. Roehm, 
Pamela Dawn Rogers, Shelly Delaine Roop, David Glenn 
Rowland, Brenda Joyce Royal, Phyllis Yvonne Ryan, 
Mary Elizabeth Saeger, Christine Lynn Scharf.

Karen Lanetta Scott, Reginald Scott, Sharon Annette 
Scott, Willie James Scott, Jr., Angelia Cherie Sellers, 
Yvette Monique Sharp, Jeffery E. Sharpe, Sheila Renee 
SHarpe, Donna Shirelie Sharper, Trevor Kyle Shaw, Mario 
Randal Smallwood, Darwin K. Smith, Mary Annette 
Smith, Melionie K. Smith, Michael Alan Smith, Stephanie 
Leigh Smith, Car. S. Smithson, James A. Spates, Lisa 
Darsula Stacks, Rebecca Lynn Staley.

Pamela Annette Stanley, Victoria Stevenson, Deborah 
Jean Stone, Bruce Roy Sumner, Sheryl Lynn Supp, Robbie 
Lynn Taylor, Elizabeth Farris Templeton, Barbara Ann 
Thomas, David Marshall Thomas, Pamela Yvette Thom­
as, Tyrone Thomas, Kim Delisa Thompson, Tina Lynn 
Tucker, Kimberly Joyce Tyler, Robert Rouse Vallotton, II, 
Charles Eric Vinson, Scott Sanders Waddell, James 
Christopher Wakefield, Jacquelyn Evetty Walker, Michael 
Steve Warren.

Sypenski LaRonda Washington, Pamela Renee Watson, 
Amanda Dawson West, Horace Reaves West, Jr., William 
Warren Wetherington, James Carl Williams, Jr., Joseph 
Nathan Williams, Jr., Pamela Darlene Williams, Stacey P. 
Williams. Tina Marie Williams, Tony Williams, Tracey 
Ann Williams, Roger V. Willis, Pamela Edmond Wilson, 
Sherry Elaine Wilson, Tammy Lynn Wilson, Theresa Sue 
Worful, Jerome Anthony Wright, Tara Michelle Wright, 
Susan Jane Wyatt, Jimmy Don Yeager, Jr., Jacqueline 
Marie Younger, Jeffrey Rudolph Zeigler.

Both joy and sorrow ruled the 
thoughts and words at Cleveland Field 
here Monday night where 230 Valdosta 
High School seniors received their 
diplomas.



Bay City, Texas.
A 21-14 victory against 

Clarke Central gave Hyder his 
third state Class 4A champion-

By Dave Krider 
USA TODAY

By H . Darr Beiser. USA TODAY 
a 15-0 record and the No. 1 ranking, he feels 
at “all

Valdosta (Ga.) High School 
football cc-ich Nick Hyder, 
who upheld his town’s claim of 
“Winnersville, USA” by guid­
ing his team to a 15-0 record 
and the No. 1 ranking in the 
nation, is USA TODAY’S high 
school football coach of the 
year.

Hyder is joined on the third 
annual USA TODAY All-USA 
team by defensive player of 
the year Quintus McDonald, a 
linebacker from Montclair, 
N.J., and offensive player of 
the year Hart Lee Dykes, a 
multitalented receiver from

ship. He has a 119-21-1 record 
in 11 years as head coach at 
Valdosta.

“It’s humbling,” Hyder said 
of the national coaching hon­
or. “I am deeply appreciative. 
I am very thankful on behalf ■ 
of a great coaching staff, 90 
unselfish young men and a 
grateful community. We’re 
proud that high schools are 
getting their recognition."

His credo as a coach is 
"God is to be first, family sec­
ond, academics third and then 
come the Wildcats. Every de­
cision we make we can consid­
er those priorities. We don’t 
have to have any rules with 
these priorities.”

11
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By H. Darr Beiser, USA TODAY 
John Porter, LB, Valdosta, 
Ga., 6-0, 215: Had 181 solo 
tackles, including 16 sacks, 
in leading team to USA's 
No. 1 ranking. Also had five 
fumble recoveries, three 
pass interceptions and 
made 55 of 59 extra points.

The 1984 USA TODAY 
All-USA high school football 
team was selected by con­
sulting high school editor 
Dave Krider, after confer­
ring with college recruiters, 
high school coaches, 
sportswriters and profes­
sional scouts. Krider, who 
has selected the All-USA 
football team the last three 
years, has done free-lance 
work for a variety of national 
publications for 16 years. 
He has been a sportswriter 
in Indiana for 24 years.



Golf
^77’^5 5-7-&

Region 1-AAAA Tournament
TIFTON — Tift County’s Tye Cottle 

won a playoff with Jim Lofton of 
Westover on the first hole to win the 
medalist honors as the Blue Devils 
captured the Region 1-AAAA champi­
onship at Sunset Hill Country Club.

Tift County finished with a 291 while 
Westover was second with a 328.

Colquitt County was third with a 336 
and Valdosta finished fourth with a 339. 
Lowndes placed fifth with a 344.

Dean Studdard topped Valdosta with 
an 81. Walter Altman had an 83 while 
David Shadrick shot an 87 and Matt 
Stanlinfiredan88.

For Lowndes, Clint Holland was 
medalist with an 82. Eric Kilgore shot 
an 83 while Leslie Folsom had an 87 
and Richard Pluchinsky had a 92.

Trailing Lowndes was Dougherty 
with 350, Bainbridge with 379 and 
Central-Thomasville with 437.

Both Tift County and Westover will 
advance to the state match Monday to 
be played at Jekyll Island.

jump while Williams claimed seconds 
in the 100-yard dash and the 220.

Edwards placed third for Valdosta in 
the high jump and Jimmy Lewis was 

‘ the discus and fifth in thesecond in 
shot put.

Monday, April 29,1985

Miss Valdosta High School
w*^un^ Powers» extreme left, smiles after being chosen Guess, junior and the 17-year-old daughter of Billy and 

*a^osta High School in a pageant at Mathis city Ann Guess, second, and Kim Kitchens, 16-year-old 
au™^rium- The junior is the 17-year-old daughter of Mr. junior and the daughter of Judy Quinif and William H. 
and Mrs. Charles Powers. Runners-up were, from left to Kitchens, third. The pageant was sponsored by the 
right, Jennifer Purvis, a senior and the 17-year-old junior class. Emcee was junior class President John 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Jerry G. Purvis, first ; Billie Jo Dowd. — Photo By Nadine Shochet.

Anderson In FinaL,^ 5
Valdosta’s Eric Anderson^ th^ 

schools only player to qualify for state, 
will face Kyle Hiers from Colquitt 
County today in the final of the South 
Sectionals.

Anderson defeated two opponents on 
the way to the final round. He defeated 
C. J. Lang of Benedictine 6-2, 6-3 in the 
first round. Anderson downed Alex­
ander Tolle from Macon, 4-6,7-6, (7-1).

Hiers is the only player who has 
beaten Anderson this year, and both 
players will represent the South in the 
state final in Macon.

Wrestlers Battle Florida
Several area wrestlers competed in

^.eor^a vs- Florida Freestyle 
Wrestling Championships. Frees vie 
wrestling is bascially th form used in 
the Olympics. It is open to persons of 
all ages. The South Georgia Takedown 
Club entered 20 wrestlers and 10 
managed to place in the meet.

Ashley Moorman (165-pound class) 
of Valdosta High placed second in the 
Cadet division. Clarance Ryan (95) of 

j.^ ^r High placed second in the 
Kids division. Ryan Moorman (130) of

Bell Leads Wildcats
To Invitational Title
From Staff Reports r

THOMASVILLE — Randy Bell set a 
school and meet record en route to 
being named the top performer at the 
Yellow Jacket Invitational Friday.

Bell set his record in the 120-yard 
high hurdles with a time of 14.36. He 
finished the meet with 26% points. In 
addition to his first place in the high 
hurdles, he was also second in the 
triple jump and third in the 330-yard 
intermediate hurdles.

The Valdosta mile relay team of 
James Edwards, Bell, Kennith 
Williams and Hosea Heard also set a 
meet record with a time of 3 :23.84.

The Wildcats finished with 112 points. 
Host Central-Thomasville was second 
with 103 points. Tift County was third 
with 93 points.

Lowndes had 20 points in the meet, 
which featured 11 teams.

Heard was also first in the 440-yard 
dash with a time of 49.24 and the 
220-yard dash with a time of 22.22. 
Edwards also claimed a first in the 
880-yard run with a time of 2:00.53.

Willie Lewis was second in the long

Both Lowndes and Valdosta will 
compete in the Region 1-AAAA meet at 
Alabany Tuesday beginning at 10 a.m.

Individual Results
High Jump — Small (Central) 66, Revels (Tift) 

Edwards (Valdosta), Robinson (Central), Foster 
(Lowndes).

Long Jump - Stokes (Tift) 22-6, W. Lewis (Valdosta), 
Drew (Central), Knight (MBaker), Montgomery 
(Lowndes).

Discus - Cox (Tift) 144-Vi, J. Lewis (Valdosta), 
Jackson (Tift), Burton (Bain) Austin (Bain).

Shot Put — Barnes (M-Baker) 50-2, Peterson 
(Westover), Morman (MBaker), Cox (Tift), J. Lewis 
(Valdosta).

Triple Jump - Stokes (Tift) 45-8V2, Bell (Valdosta), 
Wright (Bain), Vickers (Monroe), Dixis (Central).

Pole Vault — Haberline (Westover) 13-3'/2, Cassey 
(Central), Mosely (Central), Lockett (Tift), Spencer 
(MBaker).

330 yard Intermediate Hurdles — Clarke (Bain) 39.21, 
Holton (Central), Bell (VaLdosta), Vincent (M-Baker), 
Moore (Lowndes).

440-yard Relay - Central No. 1 42.80, Monroe No. 1, 
Central No. 2, Valdosta No. 2, Bainbridge No. 1.

Mile Run - Tyson (Tift) 4:32.95, Tanner (Westover), 
Luke (Tift), Brown (Central), Daniels (Colquitt).

440yard Dash - Heard (Valdosta) 49.24, Bridges 
(Monroe), Smart (Central), Harris (Tift), Brown (Tift).

100 yard Dash — M. Davis (Central) 9.77, Williams 
(Valdosta), Jones (M-Baker), Clarke (Bain), Mitchell 
(Brooks).

120-yard High Hurdles - Bell (Valdosta) 14.36, school 
and meet record, Holton (Central), Ross (M Baker), 
Hargett (Lowndes), Bennett (Tift).

880 yard Run - Edwards (Valdosta) 2:00.53, Shefford 
(Westover), March (Lowndes), Smart (Central), Sherman 
(Westover).

220 yard Dash — Heard (Valdosta) 22.22, Williams 
(Valdosta), Williams (M-Baker), Kelly (Brooks), Michael 
(Monroe).

Two-mile Run — Tyson (Tift) 10:09.0, Tanner 
(Westover), Young (Dougherty), Daniels (Colquitt), 
Bryant (M-Baker).

Mile Relay — Valdosta (Edwards, Bell, Williams, 
Heard) 3:23.84, meet record, Westover, Central, Mit­
chell Baker, Valdosta, Lowndes.

Pam Gardner jumped 
16-4 in the long jump in the 
1-AAAA meet to qualify as 
the only Valdostan for the 
state meet.

Gardner’s distance is one 
of the best in this area in 
girls’ track.

Valdosta finished with 24 
points.
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LAURA ANN FAUSSONE

Valdosta High Honors Top Students

evening at tl

Mrs.

By TOM M ATHER 
Times Staff Writer

team, 
state

MICHAEL HERRIN 
Third Honor Grad

BRET BL SCH 
First Honor Grad

JERRY PURVIS, JR 
Third Honor Grad

JOEL WEAVER 
Second Honor Grad

Lee University in Virginia, 
where he was awarded a Na­
tional Merit Scholarship.

Herrin was also a Georgia 
Scholar and a member of the

Purvis, son of Dr. and

Valdosta High’s top students 
were recognized Tuesday 

:ne school’s annual

ANDREW PARKS KAISER

Honors Programs Held

Honor’s Night.
Ceremonies included senior 

superlatives, honor graduates, 
National Merit Scholars, schol­
arship winners, departmental 
honors, community awards and 
many others.

Bret Busch, son of Dr. and 
Mrs. Trent Busch, was named 
first honor graduate for the 
1983-84 school year.

Busch plans to attend Emory

Valdosta High Honor Seniors
At Valdosta, Andrew Parks Kaiser placed first 

among honor graduates. Laura Ann Faussone placed 
second, and Patricia Gayle Robinson placed third. 
The three maintained the highest academic 
achievement among all other classmates at the high 
school. _______ ______ ____ — —---------

Valdosta listed 20 seniors to graduate with honors.
They are Brian Leland Anderson, Travis Scott 

Braswell, Joanne Brown, Thomas Glenn Carroll, 
Julie Parker Dennard, Michael Fumio Furukawa, 
James Wendell Godbee Jr., Sandra Annette Graves, 
Marshall Kevin Jarper, Sharon Lynn Hart, Geoffrey 
Carl Hebner, Thomas Gabriel Hotard Jr., Erin 
Lynne Kirk, Craig Kenneth Klement, Susan Arledge 
Louttit, Julie Ann Moritz, Virginia Louise Pilcher, 
Michael John Rainey, John F. Smith and Sannon 
Elain Tinney.

University, where he was 
awarded a National Merit 
Scholarship.

Among his other honors, 
Busch was a senior superlative 
winner, most outstanding se­
nior English student, and 
winner of the Elks Essay 
Contest.

Other honor graduates in­
cluded Joel Weaver, second, 
and Michael Herrin and Jerry 
Purvis. Jr., who tied for third.

Weaver, son of Mr and Mrs 
Mac Weaver, also won top 
honors in the senior

superlatives by being voted 
“Best All-Round Senior.”

Weaver plans to attend 
Sam ford University, where he 
was awarded a scholarship.

Among his other honors, 
Weaver was a National Merit 
Scholar, a U.S. National Lead­
ership Merit Award winner, a 
Georgia Scholar, most out­
standing calculus student, and 
most outstanding senior social 
science student.

Herrin, son of Mrs. Jean 
Williams and Dr. Glen Herrin, 
plans to attend Washington and

Valdosta High debate 
which placed third in 
competition.

Jerry Purvis. Sr., plans to 
attend Emory University or 
Valdosta State College.

He was also senior 
superlative winner and sec­
ond-place winner of the Elks 
Essay Contest.





RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the 1984 VALDOSTA WILDCATS football tea under

Coach Mick Hyder*a guidance were 1984 State and National Chaw­

pions, compiling a record of 15-0, and

WHEREAS, Coach Nick Hyder was 1984 National and State 

Coach of the Year, and

WHEREAS, the 1984 Seniors on the Wildcat team have cow- 

piled a four year record of 52-3, winninq two State Chawpionahipa 

and One National Championship, and

WHEREAS, the outstanding record and accowpliahitents of

the 1984 Valdosta wildcata Coach Nick Hyder and hia ataff have 

brouqht honor and recoqnitlon, not only to thewselves, but to the 

City of Valdosta and the cowwunity as well.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the

City of Valdosta, for thewselves and on behalf of the citizens of 

the City of Valdosta, that they do hereby recoqnite, honor and 

conqratulate Coach Nick Hyder, his stiff and the 1984 Valdosta 

wildcats as National chawpion and State chanpions and in honor of

the 1984 team do hereby proclaim Friday, May 24, 1985, "Valdosta 

wildcat Day" in the City of Valdosta, Georgia.

Council

Counci ipejson

ouncilperson



relay.
“They can both run all day, and

Running ’Cats
For years now fans have been 

subjected to the same old, poor­
mouthing routine from the coaching 
ranks about how bad their teams are or 
will be in whatever season they’re 
about to embark. In some circles it is 
known as Dooley ism, while in others, 
it’s been called the Bear Bryant 
trainee at work.

You’ve heard the sad story before 
when the coach says how bad his team 
will be, and how they won’t have a lick 
of a chance. And, in most cases the 
teams usually end up tearing the heads 
off of their opponents and outscore 
them by some outrageous number.

Time usually tells the real story.
So, with that in mind, it’s now time to 

pay tribute to the Valdosta High track 
program and Coach Freddie Waters, 
who said before the season that his 
team had the potential to be region 
champs, and guess what, he was right.

Valdosta won the region 1-AAAA 
championship, and went on to finish 
sixth in the state meet for the best 
season ever in the history of the school. 
However, the scary thing about it all 
for the rest of the region, is the fact 
that the bulk of the talent will be 
returning. .

“I thought we’d do much better in 
the state than we showed, but that’s a 
lot of pressure once you advance that 
far,” Waters said. “I’m still proud of 
the guys for taking the region, and 
coming through the way they did.

“We had a good year and a few 
surprises and everybody carried their 
share of the load. Overall, I was very 
satisfied with our performance. I just 
wish we could have placed better in the 
state

“With a little more experience, I 
think we could have,” Waters said. 
“We were nudged out of a couple 
events and that can make a big 
difference. We had good depth, but that 
wasn’t the main thing for us. We were 
very skilled in the long jump, triple 
jump, the hurdles and the sprints, and 
picked up an awful lot of points in all of 
those events.”

After finishing second in the region 
for the last two years, the region 
championship this spring was the first 
for the ’Cats since 1982. Two players 
also won the state in their respective 
events for the ’Cats, and one of them 
will be returning next year.

At the start of the year. Waters was 
concerned about the field events, 
because in past years, it had been the 
difference in the two-consecutive sec­
ond-place finishes. But he had a couple 
of surprises this spring that made up 
the difference and returned the region 
championship to Valdosta.

“I knew we’d be strong in the sprints 
because we had some people returning 
that were second last year to people 
who had already finished at other 
schools,” Waters said. “We needed a 
distance runner bad, and some people 
to step forward in the field events so 
we could pick up a few points in those 
areas.”

Randy Bell won the state in the triple 
jump, while James Edwards won the 
region in the 440-run after being the 
regular 880-yard runner. Edwards, who 
is being recruited by Georgia Tech and 
Albany State, set a school record in the 
440-run at the state meet with a 48.3 
time.

Edwards’ showing really surprised 
Waters, who felt Hosea Heard would 
win the 440, but he finished in third 
place.

Heard along with Bell, Mark Baker 
and Kenneth Williams were the top 
four runners for Valdosta, and all will 
be back next year. Baker and Williams 
run the 100, while Bell handles the high 
hurdles, intermediates, the triple jump 
and the long jump. Heard and Williams 
run the 220, while Heard will also run 
the 440.

Waters is also thinking of trying 
Heard as a long jumper, which Heard 
hasn’t done since junior high. Baker, 
Williams, Bell and Heard also make up 
the region-winning 440 and mile relay 
units.

Other top returnees will be Johnny 
Crook in the shot put and discus, along 
with freshmen Chad Burroughs, Willie 
Demps and Paul McClain. Jimmy Bell 
is another freshman who Waters is 
high on, but he was dropped from the 
team this spring due to academic 
problems.

Adron Curry and Dewayne Singleton 
are a pair of juniors who will also be 
counted on heavily according to 
Waters. Curry will run the mile, two 
mile and on the relay team, while 
Singleton will run the 440, 880 and mile

would be a tremendous asset to the 
experienced players we have return­
ing,” Waters said. “We want to 
develop a good second unit relay team, 
plus do a little bit better in the field 
event areas, which could put us right
back into contention next year . ”

Some coaches feel like the pressure 
of being picked as favorite causes a 
tendency for a letdown, but not Waters. 
He likes the role and believes that it 
shows the type of talent that is in 
storage. Waters said all along his team 
would be the odds on favorite to win the 
region, despite excellent runners from 
Tift County.

“I felt like if we performed up to our 
capabilites, we could win the region 
and we did,” Waters said. “Last year, 
we finished second, but most of the 
people that we were running against 
from the other schools had graduated.

“We have a lot of people returning 
from this squad, but you never know 
how they’ll do from one year to the 
next. The kids could get senioritis or 
something like that and get the big­
head.


