SLAVERY AND ITS TENDENCIES.

A LETTER

FROM

GENERAL J. WATSON WEBB

TO THE

New York Courier and Enquirer.

WasmiNGgToN, May 24, 1856,

More than forty-eight hours have elapsed,
since a member of the House of Representa-
tives, committed an assault upon a mewmber of
the Senate of the United States, when in his
seat in the Senate Chamber, and in the dis-
charge of duties legitimately appertaining to
his official position, which has no parallel in
the history of our country. I would not permit
myself to write on this subject, while participa-
ting in the excitement which it was so well cal-
culated to produce, even here, where freedom
of speech, both in and out of the Capitol, is
only indulged in by the few, and even by them,
under the full conviction, that such indulgence
is at the peril of limb, if not at the hazard of
life. But the lapse of two days, and a careful
counsideration of the causes which have led to
the existing state of affairs, have given me all
of coolness, deliberation, and discretion, which
I shall gver exercise when discussing this sub-
ject; and I shall therefore, proceed to discharge
what T consider a duty—the neglect of wkich
would be a crime, so long as I retain my con-
nection with the Press o1 the United States, of
which I have become, with some half dozen
exceptions, the senior member.

First, then, let me repeat Mr. SuMNER's ver-
sion of this assault, as given to me by himself,
very shortly after his head had been partially
shaved, and two wounds, respectively three and
four inches long, and literally tearing the scalp
from the bone, had been sewed up. He says:
“ At the moment of adjournment, I was busily
‘ occupied in franking documents for my con-
¢ gtituents, preparatory to the closing of the
¢ mail; and to several gentlemen who approach-
¢ ed with a view to conversation, I pleaded the
¢ necessity of my accomplishing a large amount
¢ of work in the next half hour, as my apology
¢ for continuing my labors. Having got rid
¢ of nearly a dozen persons by pleading this
¢ excuse, about twenty minutes after the ad-

¢ journment, Mr. Brorks, of the House of Rep-
‘ resentatives, presented himself directly in
¢ front of my desk, and attracted my attention
¢ by the remark, ‘ Mr. SumyER, I have read your
‘ speech.” I looked up, and became conscious
‘it was Mr. Brooks, whom I kuew by sight,
¢ and exclaimed, ‘ Ah!’ when he added, ¢ Yes,
¢ T have read it twice carefully; and a more in-
¢ famous libel never’ At this moment, his
¢ blow descended upon my head,and I have no
¢ knowledge of anything that took place, until I
¢ found myself on the floor of the Senate Cham-
¢ ber, near the Clerk’s table, supported by some
¢ friends.”’ .

Those who witnessed the assault, say that
upon receiving the blows, given in quick suac-
cession and with terrible force, Mr. SumyER
attempted to rise from his seat, to which he
wa3 in a measure pinioned, by his legs being
under his desk—the legs of which, like all the
desks of the Senate Chamber, have plates of
iron fastened to them, and these plates are
firmly secured to the floor. His first attempt
to rise, was a failure, and he fell back into his
chair, and the blows of his assailant continued
to fall mercilessly upon his uncovered head.
His second attempt ripped up the iron fasten-
ings of his desk, and he precipitated himself for-
ward—but, being blinded and stunned, wide of
the direction in which Mr. Brooks stood. Pros-
trated on the floor, and covered with blood as I
never saw man covered before, the assault con-
tinued, until Mr. MurraY and Mr. Morcax,
both members of the House of Representatives
from New York, had time to come from the
extreme southeast angle of the Senate Cham-
ber; and who, forcing their way through the
crowd of Senators! and others, in the midst of
whom Mr. SuMNER was lying senseless and be-
ing beaten, they seized the assailant, and res-
cued the body of Sumner. Of course, I do not
speak from personal knowledge ; but Mr, Mur-
RAY informs me, that not only did the blows
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continue until he had reached the scene of ac-
tion, and forced his way through the crowd,
but when he first threw his arms around Mr.
Brooks, he failed to secure his right arm, and
at least one blow was inflicted upon the pros-
trate form of the insensible Senator, after he,
Mr. Murray, had laid hands upon his assailant.

These are the simple facts of the ease, as
they will undoubtedly be sworn to, by both Mr.
SuMNeEr and Messrs. Murray and MorcaN;
and I give them precisely as they are related
to me by those gentlemen, and without the
slightest desire to aggravate what I consider
the most inexcusable outrage upon the institu-
tions of the country of which I have ever be-
come cognizant.

In looking at this grave attack upon the con-
stitutional rights of a Senator—this violation of
the privileges of the Senate, and this most un-
pardonable outrage upon the sanctity of the
Senate Chamber—both Mr. Sumyer and Mr.
Brooxks, so far as they are individually con-
cerned, sink into absolute insignificance. Had
they met and fought, and both been killed on
Pennsylvania avenue, together with a dozen
friends of each, it would have been a melan-
choly event; but in my estimation, based upon
cool and deliberate reflection, such an event,
sad as it would have been to record it, would
not and should not have caused a tythe of the
feeling of indignation and horror, which will be
felt by every right-minded man in the nation,
when he hears of this terrible outrage upon
our institutions, and the freedom of debate and
liberty of speech, and gros§ violation of the
sanctity of the Senate Chamber ; and learns in
addition, that it was calmly witnessed and ap-
proved by certain Democratic Senators, and in-
directly sustained, approved, and justified, by
every friend of the present Administration in the
House of Representatives, and, with two honor-
able exceptions, by every member of that body
from the slaveholding States; one and all of
whom, voted to screen their colleague from the
punishment justly due to his conduct;—a vote
worthy of men who deliberately violated their
solemnly plighted faith by the repeal of the
Compromise of 1820, and whose only idea of
constitutional rights, constitutional obligations,
and constitutional requirements, appears to be
regulated by the one only consideration, of
what is required by the Slave Power to insure
jts extension over free territory, in order there-
by, to perpetuate forever the Government of
the United States in the hands of the Slaveocra-
cy which now controls and directs it.

It is not the assault upon Mr. Sum~ERr, per se,
which I feel called upon to deplore and to hold
up to the calm and indignant condemnation of
the people of the United States; but because
by this assault upon a Senator of the United
States, in his seat in the Senate Chamber, and
when 1n the discharge of his legitimate duties,
the Constitution has been trampled under foot,
the sanctity of the Semate has been violated,

freedom of debate has been attempted to be
suppressed by brute force, and Liberty itself—
constitutional liberty and freedom of thought
and action—has been ruthlessly assailed, and
the assault been justified and applauded by
grave Senators, and by every Representative
of the people save two, HumpHREY MARSHALL
of Kentucky,and Hexry W, Horruax of Mary-
land, living in the slave States, and by every
Representative of the people who speaks the
sentiments or sustains the measures of the ex-
isting Administration of the country.

After nearly thirty years of editorial labor,
always speaking my sentiments frankly and
fully, it is unnecessary to remind the daily read-
er of the Courier and Enquirer, that no man
in the United States, has ever been willing to
go farther in sustaining the constitutional
rights of the South in regard to their peculiar
local institution, than I have. I have repeat-
edly published and proclaimed, that I do not
look upon Slavery as a curse to the slave ; but,
on the contrary, in the aggregate, a great bless-
ing, and so, I think, designed to be by God; but
I have ever held and published, and every day
of my life I am more confirmed in the convic-
tion, that Slavery is a curse to the country
where it exists, and utterly demoralizing to the
people who tolerate it. Itis, however, a pure-
ly local institution, with nothing national in its
character ; and the reckless slaveholder who
seeks to extend this curse through the legisla-
tion of the General Government, and the equal-
ly reckless Abolitionist who would have the
General Government, directly or indirectly, in-
terfere with this purely local institution, whose
blighting influence I deprecate, are alike dis-
turbers of the public peace, and enemies to the
Constitution of our country.

That Slavery is a curse to the country in which
it is. permitted to have a foothold, except in
those Southern regions where white labor is
impossible, is sufficiently demonstrated by the
present condition and future prospects of the
more Northern slaveholding States; that it is de-
moralizing in its influence upon the people
among whom it exists, is rendered equally appa-
rent by the habits and customs, the violence and
habitual disregard of life, and the whole tone of
thought and action, among the people who are
born and educated amidst its influences. That
it is an Aristocratic and Anti-Republican Insti-
tution, is proclaimed by the very terms of “ Mas-
ter” and “Slave,” by which alone it can be
described ; and, like all other aristocratic insti-
tutions, it produces specimens of the highest
refinement, the gentlest habits, and the greatest
culture, only to render more conspicuous the
general brutality and debasing recklessness
which it imposes upon the great mass of the
people. The Southern Gentleman and the
Southern Lady, are therefore, noble specimens
of humanity, well calculated to grace and adorn
every society in which they may be cast; and
nobody estimates more highly, or appreciate,



more thoroughly, this small class, than I do.
But I cannot shut my eyes to the fact, that the
superiority of the few to whom I allude, is pur-
chased at the expense of the many; and the
truth of this observation, will be conceded by
every candid person, who will ask himself the
question, where—in what section of our coun-
try—whether in the slave or free States—occur
the most street fights, homicides, brawls, and
acts of violence? I am safe in saying, that du-
ring the past five years, the deaths or injuries in
the slave States, from these causes, would aver-
age at least two a week ; while in the free States,
during the same period, they would not average
two per annum ; and, even in those cases, the
probability is, that the actors in them, would
prove to be inhabitants of the slave States.

I make this remark more in sorrow than in
any spirit of boasting, for the double purpose
of proving to my countrymen the true cause of
the demoralization which exists in this, the Cap-
ital of the Nation, and to rouse them to a sense
of their duty to themselves and their posterity,
in resisting, as one man, the extension of this
blighting curse into the now free Territory and

» aver the virgin soil of Kansas. And if any other
illustration of the truth of my position be re-
quired than that to which I have referred, let
me instance the occurrences of the kind alluded
to, within the last five months, which have
happened herein the Capital of the Nation,and
in which members of the House of Representa-
tives have been the principal actors. I confine
the record to them alone.

Flirst, then, WiLL1AM SMITH, an ex-Governor
of the State of Virginia, and member of the
House of Representatives, assailed and beat the
Editor of the Evening Star, in December last,
in the lobby of the House.*

Second, ALBERT RUsT, a member of the House
of Representatives, from Arkansas, assailed and
beat the Editor of the New York Zritbune, in
the grounds of the Capitol, immediately after
leaving the House of Representatives.

Third, PaiLevoN T. HerBert of 4labama, a
member of Congress from California, shot down
and killed an Irish waiter at WiLLARD'S, and is
now under bonds to appear before the Grand
Jury, and await his trial for such crime as they
may adjudge him to have committed.

Fourth, PrEsToN S. BRoOKS, a member of the
House of Representatives, from South Carolina,
assails and beats unmercifully, a Senator from
Massachusetts, when occupying his seat in the
Senate of the United States, and engaged in the
transaction of business legitimately appertain-
ing to his station.

Here, then, you have, in five months, four
flagrant breaches of the peace on the part of
members of Congress who were born and bred
in slave States, and who are necessarily, demor-
alized by that institution; while during the same

* This assault took place in the street, and not in the
lobby of the House, as appears by a correction in the
Couster and Enquirsr of the 209th.
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period, not & solitary instance has occurred of
members from the free States forgetting what
is due by public Legislators to law and order,
to civilization, and to the decencies and court-
asies of the society in which they live.

You must next look to the manner in which
these flagrant breaches of the peace, by those
whose duty it was, above all others, to respect
the laws, have been treated by the House of
which the offenders are members. The first
and second outrages—whipping Editors who
failed to protect their persons from pollution,
by promptly resisting force by greater and
more decisive force—were considered such
trivial offences, that the subject was not even
referred to in the House which was outraged
by such conduct on the part of its members.
The third offence—the shooting down and kill-
ing an Irish waiter at Willard’s Hotel—was
gravely considered by the House of Repre-
sentatives, and voted to be an occurrence not
meriting investigation even; and every Rep-
resentative from a slave State, and every sup-
porter of this Administration save one, united
in suppressing inquiry; and the offender daily
takes his seat in Congress, and legislates and
aids in the passage of Laws for the government
of the country, while he himself, is about to be
tried for the gravest crime which man can per-
petrate against his fellow-man.

The last offender, Mr. Brooks, of South Caro-
lina, will at least have his conduct inquired
into; but it must not be lost sight of, that such
inquiry by the House of which he is & member
was strenuously resisted by every member of
that body, save two, who represents the slave
States, and by all who sustain the present Pro-
Slavery Administration. Nobody who knows
the parties, and has a proper respect for what
he writes, would be willing to charge that the
Southern members of Congress voted corruptly
in thus striving to prevent an investigation into
the aggravated assault upon a Senator of the
United States, by one of their own body, and
that, too, when the Senator assaulted, was in his
seat in the Senate Chamber, and as much under
the protection of the Senate as ke would have
been if that body had been in session. I say
that no considerate person would presume to
call this deliberate corruption on the part of
the members of Congress from the slave States.
What, then, was it? How is this extraordinary
vote to be accounted for or explained? I
answer, by the demoralizing tendencies of the
Institution of Slavery, which not only compels
its representative to vote as its instincts demand,
regardless of the Constitution and the Laws,
but which equally requires of the members from
the free States who have loaned themselves to
this Administration in doing the behests of the
Slave Power, to disgrace and stultify themselves
in the eyes of the whole American people. If
there be on God’s footstool one human being,
more entitled than all others, to the contempt
of honest men, it is the member of Congress
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from a free State, who, entertaining the senti-
ments which all our Northern members do, and
without a solitary one of the excuses for his
vote which naturally cluster around those who
are born and educated amid the influence and
tendencies of the peculiar institution, yet, in
miserable subserviency to this Administration,
and the Pro-Slavery doctrines to which it is
committed, dares not vindicate the Constitution
of the country by punishing one who put at de-
fiance its provisions most dear to freemen and
most essential for the preservation of our liber-
ties. I may mourn over the demoralization of
Slavery, and the overbearing violence and dis-
regard of law and civilization which it engen-
ders in the masses, while it exalts and refines
the favored few; but it rarely calls forth a
feeling of contempt. Even its vices and its
crimes, are in the main, manly ones; and
whatever of contempt the late votes in the
House of Representatives may have engendered,
it belongs solely, to the unscrupulous members
from the free States, who consented to do this
dirty work of party, and who have been so apt-
ly denominated “ Doughfaces” by the very
men who, having benefited by the treason, turn
from the traitors with loathing and disgust.

To attempt to describe the actual state of
affairs here, in the Capital of the Nation, would
be a hopeless task. It would not be believed,
were one from Heaven to proclaim it trumpet-
tongued through the land; and yet no one can
live here, as I have for the last six months,
without feeling his blood boil at witnessing the
fears and apprehensions of fatal consequences,
on the part of our Northern men, if any one
ventures openly and manfully to speak the
truth in the bar-rooms, on the corners of the
streets, and on the floor of Congress. And
there is reason for these fears. This is a city
in a slave District; its tone is the tone and
sentiment of Slavery; its visiters are mostly
from the slave States, and a large majority of
them (not the better portion,) carry pistols and
bowie-knives; and what is more, they have,
both here and elsewhere, proved that they
will not hesitate, on occasion, freely to use
them. They are overbearing, threatening, and
defiant in their manner; and our people have
been overawed and cowed. SUMNER, a man of

eace, ventured to beard them, and we perceive

is fate. WiLsoN put them at defiance; but
at the same time he put pistols in his pocket,
and publicly declared that he held his person
sacred from assault! GREELEY carried a re-
volver during the latter part of his sojourn
here; and then, and then only, even he, pro-
fessedly a non-combatant, was no longer mo-
lested; and since the brutal assault on Mr.
SUMNER, two-thirds of the Anti-Nebraska mem-
bers of Congress, and all who claim and exer-
cise the right of free speech as distinct from
abusive language, or a bullying, threatening
manner, have arrived at the conclusion, that
the time has come when it is a duty they owe

alike to themselves and to the country, to as-
sert, and, if necessary, to vindicate, this great
constitutional privilege, and to be in a situation,
at all times, effectually to protect themselves
from the Bully and the Assassin.

This is not a flattering picture to go abroad;
but it is true, and recent events prove it. No
reasonable man should doubt, that the Slave
Power have unalterably determined to extend
the area of their now merely local institution;
and, if possible, to render it national. The
bowie-knife, the pistol, and the bludgeon, are
all elements to be used in effecting this result;
the latter practically, and on the most trivial
occasion—the two former, only theoretically,
and except under extraordinary circumstances.
They are designed to operate upon the fears
of the free States; and our people may as well
be told at once, that when they visit this city,
they should come determined, at all proper
times and in all preper places, openly and man-
fully, but quietly and in gentlemanly and cour-
teous language, to speak their honest convic-
tions of the heinous crime perpetrated by the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise; of the in-
iquitous projet of forcing Slavery into Kansass -
of their regard for the Constitution and the con-
stitutional rights of every section of the coun-
try; of the wickedness of Slavery Extension;
of its being a merely local institution, with which
the General Government may not, and shall
not, meddle; of the right of every slave State
to be protected in the enjoyment of this and
every other merely local institution they may
establish, not incompatible with the Constitu-
tion; and of our unalterable determination, to
stand by that great charter of our Liberties,
and the liberty of speech which it guarauties,
and never to yield to Southern fanatics or North-
ern demagogues, one foot of territory north of
36° 30” to the blighting curse of Slavery.

It is the right of Freemen boldly to express
these sentiments here, as well as elsewhere ; and
I tell them, in all sincerity, that the time has
arrived when they must do so, courteonsly but
fearlessly, on all proper occasions and in all
proper places, or we shall all, and speedily too,
become as completely the slaves of the Slave
Power, as are their plantation ckattels ; or, what
is far more degrading, we shall become the same
pliant, cringing, and sycophanticinstruments of
the Slaveocracy, as are the Northern dough-
faces, who are made by the present Administra-
tion, to discourse just such music as their South-
ern masters may be pleased to dictate for the
time being.

It must not be forgotten, that I am writing
against the Institution of Slavery, and its demor-
alizing and debasing tendencies; and not
against the many honest, honorable, intelligent,
and high-minded gentlemen and pure Chris-
tians, who, being the aristocracy of the instjtu-
tion, are the inheritors of all the good it dispen-
ses, and the recipients of its profits, while its
baneful influences are the legitimate inheritance
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of the masses among whom it exists, producing
everywhere the same fruits of violence, blood-
shed, and a disregard of law and order, and the
peaceful habits and practices of civilization.
Aside from the favored few, in the slave States,
nineteen-twentieths of their population, carry
arms—Dbowie-knives, pistols, and sword-canes!
And against whom are they thus armed?
Against a common enemy or against their
slaves? By no means; but against each other.
And this solitary fact, and the consequences
which naturally flow from it, is conclusive as
regards the demoralizing tendencies of an in-
stitution, which the present Administraton, act-
ing under the dictation of the Slave Power, and
aided by unscrupulous politicians of the North,
are endeavoring to force upon the free people and
free soil of Kansas. To this end, the entire influ-
ence and patronage of the Government—its civil,
military, and moral power—are all directed ; and
alongside of these, prominent and threatening,
stands the Bullying of the Slaveocracy, boasting-
ly pointing to the bowie-knife, the pistol, and the
bludgeon, and impudently taunting the entire
North with cowardice! 1 cannot blame them
for their love of power and their desire to ex-
tend it; I do not quarrel with their ruder civili-
zation, the natural offspring of their peculiar
ingtitution; and I do not wonder at their believ-
ing, that the doughfaces of the North, who so
meekly do their behests, are but a type of our
whole people, and that we can be bullied, whip-
ped, and “kicked,” into any course or policy
which they may please to dictate to us. But I
do wonder that intelligent men among them,
presume to talk of their devotion to the Consti-
tution, when, with a unanimity unexampled in
the history of the North, their united represent-
ation in Congress, justify by their votes, an
open disregard of that plainest and all-impor-
tant provision of the Constitution, which was
intended to secure to members of both Houses
of Congress, entire immunity for words spoken
in debate.

Wilil the North—the free and educated, and
civilized, and peace-loving North—tamely sub
mit to the impudence and the bullying of the
Slave Power? This is the question which I de-
sire to put directly to every law-abiding and
Union-loving freeman of the North. I would
be the first to punish those who wish to withhold
from our Southern brethren, one jot or tittle ot
the protection to which the institution of Sla-
very is coustitutionally entitled in the locali-
ties where it exists; but I would have the en-
tire North awaken to the attempt of the Slave
Power, to extend the institution into free territo-
ry; and to the means resorted to, to accomplish
that nefarious purpose. I would have them
teel that the time for action has arrived; and
that not only must that action be prompt and
efficient, if we would protect ourselves from the
encroachments of Slavery, but that, if we tamely
submit to the blustering and bullying habitually
resorted to here, in the Capital of the Nation, we

shall very soon be taught, that liberty of speech
is a boon which we hold, subject to the caprices
of the Slave Power ; and to indulge in it equally
with themselves, may at any time be visited
by the discretionary application of the pistol
and the hludgeon.

Of the purposes of the Slave Power and its
Northern allies in the coming Presidential elec-
tion, there is no longer any doubt. It is openly
proclaimed by the Democratic press, from Maine
to Texas; and only this day, the Government
organ, published in this city, boldly declares, that
“achatever other question may enter into the com-
¢ ing contest, THE SLAVERY ISSUE, as tncluded in
¢ the Kansas measure, must and will take prece-
¢ dence. In comparison with 1T, all other
¢ questions are of minor tmportance.” And in
allusion to Mr. BucraNaN’s past Federalism,
and the suspicion only, that it may cause him
to prefer his country and the rights of Free-
dom, to mere party, it adds—* they want no
* man whose record is not thoroughly Demo-
“cratic”” These declarations are significant ;
and richly will the people of the free North
have merited the outrages and contumely which
are daily heaped upon them by men immeasu-
rably their inferiors in all that constitutes man-
hood and civilization, if they hesitate to vindi-
cate their right to freedom of speech, or falter
in their determination to drive back into the
fens and marshes, where it properly belongs,
the institution which WasmINgTON, and JEF-
FERSON, and Mapisox, alike condemned, but
of which, P1ErcE and DovucLas and the Dough-
faces of the North, acting under the lash of -
the Slave Power, have become the willing prop-
agandists,

In my comments upon the recent outrage in
the Senate, I have intentionally kept out of
view both Mr. SuMNER and Mr. Broors—look-
ing at it solely as an insult to the Country, a
trampling upon the Constitution, and an out-
rage upon the sanctity of the Senate Chamber,
which merited death on the spot from any Pa-
triot present who was in a position to inflict
the punishment. Neither the character of the
party assailed, nor that of his assailant, which
was heretofore, without spot or blemish, nor the
nature of the provocation, have any weight with
me in wriiing this letter. The Constitution has
been trampled upon, a Senator has been assailed
in the Senate Chamber for words spoken in
debate, the Country has been disgraced, and
the Representatives of the Slave Power in the
House of Representatives, have, with two honor-
able exceptions, justified the outrage:—and for
these wrongs I invoke the spirit of Freedom at
the North to demand redress. It is due to Mr.
SUMNER, however, to say, as a fact familiar to
all who are accustomed to read the Debates in
the Senate, that in each and every of the last
five sessions of Congress, Messrs. SEWARD,
Hare, and SuMNER, have received, at the
hands of Senators from the slave States and
their pliant tools of the North, ten times—nay,



a hundred times the abuse which, in his late
incomparable speech, he so scathingly hurled
back upon his assailants. All this has here-
tofore, been submitted to in silence; and, in
my judgment, too long submitted to; and
now, when forbearance ceases to be a virtue,
and the member for Massachusetts, in vindica-
tion of his manhood and in the exercise of his
privilege, retorts upon his assailants a tythe
only, of the abuse they have so long and so
unsparingly heaped upon him and his friends,
he is told that his “audacity” is absolutely in-
comprehensible, and his purpose inconceivable!
Alike astounded that the man of peace, and the
meek, modest, and retiring scholar, should dare
to repel any attack whatever; and, cowed and
crushed by its scathing severity, Mr. Dovcras
exclaims, under the smart of the wounds in-
flicted, “ What does the Senator mean by this
attack upon the majority of this body? What,
I ask, does the Senator mean? What does he
want us to do? We already refuse to know
him socially. Does he want us t¢ Xick him?
1 ask again, Does he want us to KicK him 2"
Mr. Masow, of Virginia, follows, in a similar
vein; and Mr. Brooks, of South Carolina, a
member of the House of Representatives, re-
sorts to the bludgeon, and assails him in his
seat in the Senate Chamber of the United
States.

I am not prepared to defend the language
used by Mr. SUMNER, except that it was retalia-
tory. The wrong lies at the door of those who
commenced the use of these personalities, under
the miserable plea, that because the person thus
violating the decorum of parliamentary rules
was willing to back his language by the duel,
he was justified in his assaults, while his ad-
versary, if not thus willing to follow up his re-
tort, is bound to submit in silence. Such, I
say, ig the plea of the Slave Power in defence
of their attacks, and in condemnation of Sun-
NER'S resorting to the same weapon of defence.
They proclaim everywhere, that their attacks
upon the non-combatants of the North are just-
ifiable, because those making them are willing
o fight ; and that unless the assailed Senator
will adopt the law of the Slave Power, thus
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manufactured for him, he must submit in si-
lence, or be beaten to death with bludgeons,
even in the Senate Chamber of the nation!

Have we no remedy for this? Are there not
among us, can there not be found in the great
North, mn of qualifications for both the Senate
and the House of Representatives, who possess
also the necessary moral daring and physical
courage, to meet and put down this disgusting
bullying, either with pistol or with bludgeon,
as circumstances may require? If there be
such, let them be sent here as your Represent.
atives, until the Soutn are taught, after their
own fashion, that there not only is a North,
but that it is unalterably determined to assert
all its rights, and to maintain all its privileges,
at the same time that it will, in good faith, at
all times and in all places, promptly discharge
all its duties to the Union, and hold sacred the
rights of every section of country, (whether sec-
tional, local, or national,) under that Constitu-
tion, to which the allegiance of all is equally
due.

The time for submission has pa.ssed;. and that
for action, presses forcibly upon us. Our oppo-
nents have made, and present to us, the one
great issue, of extension of Slavery into Terri-
tory now Free. It is our duty to meet it; and,
that every Freeman in the land may understand
this great issue, and, at the same time, know
precisely why a Senator of Massachuasetts has
been beaten in the Senate Chamber of the
Union, and almost killed, by this arrogant and
overbearing Slave Power, let Mr. SumMyER'S
great and elogquent speech, be printed by hun-
dreds of thousands and scattered broadcast
through the entire North. Let it be read at
our public meetings; let it be proclaimed from
the house-tops, and from the corners of our
streets ; and, if needs be, let it be preached
from our pulpits and explained in our lecture-
rooms. Let the people be thus taught what
this Slave Power is, and the character of the
exposure which was deemed to have merited
the bludgeon, and which, the supporters of the
present Administration in the House of Repre-
sentatives, unanimously sustain and justify.

J.W. W,

WASHINGTON, D. €.
BUELIL & BLANCHARD,; PRINTERS.
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TO THE OPPONENTS OF SLAVERY-EXTENSICN.

A Presidential Canvass of unusual significance is about to open—one of which
. the result must go far to determine whether Liberty or Slavery is to be the pole-
star of our National course—whether the vast unpeopled regions, confided by
Providence to our keeping, shall be subdued and cultivated by intelligent, happy
freemen, or by lashed and blinded slaves. It is most important that the true
bearings of this contest be set forth and diffused, not in the heat of the struggle,
after every one shall have taken his position and resolved to maintain it, but
now, while the popular mind is measurably calm and unprejudiced. In view of
these considerations, the National Publishing Committee have issued, and will
continue from time to time to publish, the most important Speeches and Essays
which have appeared and shall appear on the side of Free Labor and Human
Rights, which, we trust, those who love the cause will purchase for gratuitous
circulation among their friends and neighbors, with an eye to the struggle be-
fore us.

Eight page documents will be furnished at the rate of 62cts. per 100 copies,
and 16 page documents at $1.25 per 100 copies, free of postage. Where 500
or more copies are ordered of any one document, a discount of 20 per cent. will
be made from these rates.

In order to facilitate their circulation, no extra charge will be made for en-
veloping and directing them to such names as may be furnished.

The very low price  at which these documents are furnished, puts it within the
reach of every one to aid in their distribution.

L. CLEPHANE,

Address,
Secretary, Washington, D. C.

LIST OF DOCUMENTS ALREADY PUBLISHED.

At 62 cents per 100 copies—( free of postage.)

Defence of Kansas. By Rev. H. W. (Reasons for Joining the Republican
Beecher. Party. By Judge Foote of New York.
Letter of Francis P. Blair to the Re- | Kansas Contested Election. Speech of

publican Association. Hon. John A. Bingham of Ohio.

The Poor Whites of the South. By |Kansas Contested Election. Speech of
Geo. M. Weston of Maine. Hon. John Hickman of Pa.
Southern Slavery Reduces Northern | Kansas Contested Election. Speech of

Wages. Address by Geo. M. Weston, de-
livered in Washington City.

Circular Accompanying the Call of the i
National Committee appointed at the Pitts- | The Slavery Question.
burgh Convention. John Allison of Pa.

At $1.25 per 100 copies—( free of postage.)

Hon. J. Washburn, Jr. of Me.
Kansas Affairs. Speech of Hon. H.

Waldron of Michigan.
Speech of Hon.

Address of the Pittsburgh Republican
Convention.

Organization of the Free State Govern-
ment in Kansas and Inaugural Address and
Message of Gov. Robinson.

Judge Collamer’s Minority Report on
Kansas Affairs.

Oration at Plymouth. By Hon. Wmn.
H. Seward.

Affairs in Kansas Territory. Speech
of Hon. L. Trumbull of Ill.

The Dangers of Extending Slavery, and
the Contest and the Crisis. Two Speeches
of Hon, W. H. Seward.

Immediate admission of Kansas into the
Union. Speech of Hon. W. H. Seward.

Admission of Kansas. Speech of Hon.
Jag. Harlan of Iowa.

The Wrongs of Kansas. Speech of Hon.
John P. Hale.

IN THE GERMAN LANGUAGE.

Letter of Francis P. Blair to the Re-
publican Association.

Address and Declaration of Principles
of the Pittsburgh Convention.

The State of Affairs in Kansas. Speech
of Hon. Chas. Sumner.
The Contest and the Crisis. Speech of

Hon. W. H. Seward. .
The Dangers of Extending Slavery.
Speech of Hon. W. H. Seward.



