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ANNOUNCEMENTS.

The Gnostic is a Monthly Journal of Spiritual Science published under the auspices of the Mystic 
Lodge, Gnostic Schools and Societies of Psychic and Physical Culture ; edited by the Presidents.

It will appear each month, and contain not less than forty pages pertaining to the wo>k of the 
Mystic Lodge, Gnostic Societies and Schools, and all kindred interests that have for their end the study of 
Esoteric Christianity, Psychometry, Occult Science, Mental Therapeutics, Human Liberty, and the Culture 
of all that is Bivine in the Human Race.

During the temporary absence of the Editors from the Head Quarters at San Francisco, all orders 
and business with The Gnostic in America and other countries ("except Australia and New Zealand) must be
conducted with Mrs. M. E. CRAMER, 324, 17th street, San. Francisco, Cal.
In Australia or New Zealand, all orders can be sent to

GEORGE CHAINEY, 3, Carlton Terrace, Drummond street, Melbourne, Vic.

RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION.
America, §2.CO fin advance) Australia and New Zealand, 10s. (in advance) ; other countries,, the 

equivalent of $2.00, -with postage from America added. No single copies sold, and no subsciiption received 
for less than one year.

To all New Subscribers two numbers will be sent, containing the cabinet photographs of the Editors, 
ml the same to all present Subscribers who renew their subscriptions before January 1st, 1SSS.

All New Subscribers will receive the back numbers free, as long as our stock lasts.
No name will be kept on our books after the term has expired for which the magazine has been paid 

for in advance.
There will no doubt have been some changes of address during our suspension. "Will all w ho receive 

the magazine wrongly directed please notify our American agent of this change.
All exchanges must be sent to our American Agent. No sample copies will be furnished.
The story of “ The Idyll of the White Lotus” will be continued after our Christmas Number.
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\ Intuition is the only faculty in man through which Divine Revelation comes, or ever has come ”—I-K F Evans.
“ Intuition is the seed of the tree of life, and the various attributes of the mind, which lead to gifts of the Spirit, arc its trunk 

and branches.”—F. B. Dowd.
“ Intuition, being the knowledge which descends into the soul from above, excels any that can be attained by the mere exercise 

of the intellect.”—The Perfect Way.
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THE OHEIST O I H O E E

The Countess of Caithness, Duchesse da 
Pomar, in “ The Mystery of the Ages,” 
says:—

“ The Christ Circle in the Heavens is 
the sphere of Truth, the offspring of Love 
and Wisdom—the Dual Life, because fully 
blended in celestial being; and from that 
sphere the Divine Love and Wisdom is 
constantly impelling pure and holy souls 
to embody themselves for man’s redemption. 
Angels, who think nothing of their own glory, 
are continually impelled to go forth to benefit 
the multitudes on earth who need such in­
struction and assistance as can reach them 
when heaven comes down to earth in order to 
draw earth up to heaven, the Christ sphere 
being composed of myriads of souls whose 
special work is to protect and guide the earth. 
The impediments of those who are mediators 
between the lower states on earth and the 
celestial spheres are many; but once in a 
period or cyclo ‘ a Leader of the Angel Hosts, 
a Ruler of the Christ Circle of Angels is born 
on earth for an especial mission, and the birth 
of such an one is in reality the manifestation 
of God, or a Son of God, to the world, in no 
ordinary degree.’

“ ‘ The inner light ’ signified to the Gnostics, 
at the head of whom stood Marcion, the author 
of the Fourth Gospel—He who had earned a 
full right to be called Christ, having attained 
to the Christhood or Divine Humanity, when 
he received the Logos into his own spirit, and 
thus became the Anointed, or Chrestos. The 
Logos is the Adonai, the Voice of Divine Truth. 
Adonai is celestial, man is terrestrial, and the 

Christ is their point of j unction, without whom 
they would not meet; for man only under­
stands God when he receives the Christ-Spirit 
into himself. Then he can say: ‘ The Father 
and I are one.’ He must become a Son of 
God before he can say this or feel it; for 
Christ is the perfected Spiritual Ulan, Son of 
God. The Jesus of tlu? Gospels is one of the 
great souls who are at the centre of the Celestial 
Star which rules and shines on this otherwise 
forlorn and benighted planet. The Christ- 
name may be fitly borne by those who, while 
on earth, live in perfect union with celestial 
spheres, and are, in a peculiar sense, the 
messengers of the heavenly guardians, who, 
though always keeping watch over humanity, 
at frequently recurring intervals depute one of 
their number to inspire an earthly teacher 
with a fuller measure of celestial wisdom.”

We cull from the pages of “ The Spirit of 
the New Testament,” by “A Woman,” the 
following passages :—

“Look deep enough, and that which seems 
a myth or world-wide legend—a scripture of 
the skies—is ‘ a voice crying in the wilderness,’ 
which is the herald of some eternal truth, born 
in a moment of inspiration, and winged with 
life to live in many forms in the minds of 
millions. A great event is, indeed, vaguely 
shadowed forth in many phases of religion, 
and for centuries before it occurs.

“ Every lesson that could -teach man how 
to conquer self, and to conquer matter, was to 
be taught. The kingdom so eagerly looked for 
by Jewish priests and rabbis, and which had 
been the hope of Israel for more than fifteen
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hundred years, was to be that of the interior 
life—the royalty of the spirit, strong in the 
strength of love and the divine law of its 
incarnation—and it was to crush and cast out 
all selfish expectations of that time or any 
other. And this was the design:

“ Woman was to be an instrument in the 
work.

“ She was to become a mother in pure 
liberty, which acknowledged neither human 
laws nor rites of priests.

“ The very birth of the Man was to be a 
hushed-up reproach.

“ His-cradle would be a manger.
“ A carpenter's workshop would be the scene 

of his childhood.
“ His home would be among a despised 

people, and in an uncultured province.
“ Seclusion was to be his lot until manhood.
“ The knowledge of his mission would be 

awakened by a reformer outside of the Jewish 
Church.

“ That reformer would be a martyr, who 
would taste of prison and of death.

“ Evil influences would assail him, though 
they should not prevail. s

“ Dishonour and insults were to attend the > 
success of his three years’ mission.

“ He was to associate with publicans and ’ 
sinners, and women of no repute. 8

“ To outrage orthodox and reverenced beliefs. 8 
“ To be charged with selfishly seeking an 

earthly crown, while absolutely disappointing s 
the self-same persons in his work for a king- 0 
dom not of this world.

“To be homeless, doubted by his own family, v 
and to know not where to lay his head. f

“ To be called ‘ mad,’ a ‘ deceiver,’ a * Sab- 
bath breaker,’ a ‘blasphemer,’ and one in c 
league with evil spirits. 1

“To be betrayed as disreputable by an ap- 1 
parent follower.

“ To be forsaken of every friend and falsely 1 
accused. '

“ To be disgraced and convicted as a common 
criminal, and to be crucified outside the walls 
of Jerusalem between two poor thieves.

“ And to achieve the result of the Sacrifice 
in the eternal victory of the Lord.

“ After this it is almost unnecessary to point

r out that the details of the life of the Nazarene, 
e as an ideal man, contains a symbolical history 
s of the destiny of the human race.
t “ The Virgin Woman represents the Soul 
f of Man.

The visit of the Spirit—the growth of 
5 Seership which awakens her consciousness.

“ The immaculate conception—the infusion 
। of the spiritual into the external, vitalising it 

with new life.
The birth of the Christ—the spiritualisa­

tion of man, or the ‘ seed of the woman,’ who 
conquers the ‘ dragon,’ or physical matter, 
and its evils.

“ The voice of the Baptist—the recognition 
of the coming development of Man, through 
prophesy, and minds free from creeds.

“ The wilderness—the lonely warfare of the 
spiritual before it can enter on its divine 
mission.

“ The works of love and mercy—the living 
and awakening power of the Soul.

“ The trial—the arraignment of the illumi­
nated soul by the reason.

“ The crucifixion—its temporary rejection, 
and final struggle with the blindness of the 
material nature.

“ The manifestation or at-one-ment—the 
union of the twain, the harmony of the inner 
and the outer, the open proof of immortality 
and of the way of life.

“ The ascension—the passing beyond the 
spheres of planetary life and the eternal reign 
of the soul.

“All Nature tells this beautiful story. The 
very husks of the seed dissolves as it bursts 
from the dark soil with its new germ of life. y 
The very winter heralds its victory. The death 
of the body sets free the spirit, and at last the 
penetration of the physical by the spiritual 
produces the final liberation of man.”

Joseph Rhodes Buchanan says: “ Chris­
tianity has a meaning which all history cannot 
destroy. ‘ Christian signifies resembling Christ, 
connected to Christ.’

“ Christ is an adjective expressing the 
quality and character of the inspired teacher.” 
It comes from the Greek, and is not a proper 
name, but an adjective, which may be applied 
according to merit. Find all the Christs you
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can in history, and give them love and honour, 
assist their works—become if possible a Christ 
yourself—that which constitutes the Christian 
is the following of heavenly-inspired teaching, 
or the highest teaching of heaven to mortals.

“ ‘ Chres’ or ‘ Chris’ is the Greek expressionfor 
that which is just, good, and beautiful, or 
which comes from Heaven; and the word 
‘ Chrestos ’ was so closely associated with 
divinity that it was often applied by the Greeks 
to Apollo and other gods. ‘ Chrises ’ or 
‘ Chreseos ’ signifies anointing ; and ‘ Ohris- 
terion ’ the ointment; and the words 
‘ Chrisma ’ and ‘ Chrism ’ are used for the 
oil of baptism, ordination, and unction, which 
was anciently used all over the body, and not 
confined to the head.”

In like manner the physical process o 
anointing, which carries with it the magnet­
ism of him who anoints and leaves the oil 
to retain it, corresponds to the spiritual pro­
cess of anointing or imparting spiritual 
power. And this process is peculiar, as it 
differs from Inspiration, which may be inspired 
to-day, and to-morrow in the gutter. The 
medium may be grandly eloquent, but when 
left to himself puerile and unreliable. Thus 
Inspiration is variable and unequal, and comes 
to many; but the anointing which makes the 
Christ is a permanent development of the god­
like elements in man, possible only with 
those who have been born with the noblest 
capacities. It becomes a part of his nature 
and never leaves him. He walks with God in 
all things, and becomes a safe and reliable 
leader for humanity.

“In this we see that Jesus was not only an 
Inspired Medium, but a Christ or Messiah—a 
Man fitted to call men up to a divine life.

“ I do not reject history because it is 
mingled with myth; I have a profound rever­
ence for Quetzacoatl, for Krishna, and for 
Jesus ; for these were real men, real heroes, 
real Christs, fitted to lead us to a higher life. 
But the Man of Nazareth is the one who 
comes nearest to us as an inspired teacher. 
My soul goes out to him in love, and I hope to 
see the Church of Christ, the martyr, yet rule 
the world ; for I see the mighty Church of 
Constantine, the murderer, is tottering to its 

fall, and upon its. ruins the good men of all 
nations who look to heaven for guidance may 
unite in the true church universal.

“ Christianity in Palestine, Christianity in 
India, and Christianity in Mexico are all 
inspired from Heaven through a grand leader 
or Christ, and are all substantially the same 
thing, and all running through human debase­
ment into the same forms . and errors, but 
perhaps less debased in that most ancient 
Church in Mexico than in any other; for there 
was not wickedness enough in the original 
Mexican nature to suggest the idea of hell, 
which has been the debasing element of the 
Church of Constantine. We thus arrive at the 
conclusion that there is one great religion of 
all humanity, and that its proper name is 
Christianity.

“When we revert to fundamental principles, 
when we follow the principles of Christ in 
their purity, and open our souls to the direct 
influence of the Divine and all the hosts of 
Heaven, which is the aim of spiritual religion, 
we have relieved ourselves of errors, solved the 
problem, and established the Universal Church 
of Humanity.”

J. W. Colville, says
“ The Christ is a priest forever of the Order 

of Melchisedek. ‘ The priests of that Order 
being without beginning of days or eud of 
life ’ because they deal with the eternal prin­
ciples of right, which are ever the same 
througout all dispensations and cycles of 
change. It is indeed time that the reign of 
the Spirit of Truth should come, who, Christ 
told us will ‘ guide us into all truth.' ‘ He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance.’

“ Jesus is only one out of many highly in­
spired and wondrously developed teachers, who 
have from time to time blessed the earth with 
revelations from the spheres supernal.

Whosoever the ‘ parents of Jesus may 
have been, and whoever Jesus may have been 
Himself, even if He were “ God the Son ” the 
Second Person of the ever blessed and Eternal 
Trinity, assuming flesh for man’s redemption, 
as orthodox Christians teach, may not His con­
ception have been immaculate, and yet in all 
things natural.’ The Bomish Church teaches
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the ‘ immaculate conception of the blessed 
Virgin Mary,’ and thereby brings before us a 
truth that Protestantism has not admitted, and 
that is the possibility of a child having parents, 
and yet coming stainless into the world. 
Joachim, her father, and Anna, her mother, are 
said to have been, saints, holy people, and that 
the immaculate conception of their daughter 
was accomplished through a special operation 
of the Holy Spirit. Why then should it not 
be credited that the time has been, and may be 
again, when a child could be born without 
hereditary taint, free from the evils occasioned 
by thoughts, words, and deeds of impurity ? 
In the Apocalypse we are told of a company of 
men who were ‘ Virgins,’ because their lives 
were pure. ‘ Virgin ’ does not necessarily 
mean a woman at all, only a pure minded, 
pure living soul, and we deduce the following 
eminently instructive lesson from it, that 
through perfect purity of thought and will, 
parents may attract to themselves a spirit from 
the celestial spheres, who may be born to them 
as a son or a daughter, in the ordinary course 
of nature, and yet so developed morally and 
spiritually that their child shall indeed be a 
Saviour of men in the highest sense.”

Anna Kingsford and Edward Maitland say 
in the “Perfect Way.”

“ The Logos or Adonai, is God’s idea of 
God’s self, the formulated personified thought 
of the Divine mind. ‘ Man made in the 
“ image ” of Adonai, is the expression of God.’

“ Sensibly and actually God as the Lord is 
present and cognisable in each individual, ever 
operating to build him up in the Divine Image, 
and succeeding so far—and only so far—as the 
individual, by making the Divine Will his own 
will, consents to co-operate with God. Adonai 
is dual, comprising two modes of humanity, 
and appearing, masculine and feminine, ‘ while 
one is manifested exteriorly, the other apper­
tains rather to the interior of, and shines 
through its fellow, itself remaining meanwhile 
in close contiguity to the heart and spirit, and 
of these forms the inner is feminine, woman­
hood is the nearer to God.’ In Adonai dwells 
the infinite sea of power and wisdom which is 
God. All of God can be revealed, all that the 
soul can grasp, be her powers expanded as they 
may, is revealed in Adonai.”

Krishma says :—
“ He whose works are done for me alone, 

who serves me only, who dwelleth among men 
without hatred—He alone cometh unto me.

“ As Adonai, the Lord is the manifestation 
of God in substance, so Christ is the manifesta­
tion of the Lord in humanity. The former 
occurs by generation, the latter by re-genera­
tion. The former is from within outwards, the 
latter is from below upwards. ‘ Reaching this 
point by re-generation man is at once son of 
man and of God, and is perfect, receiving in 
consequence the baptism of the Logos or 
word, Adonai.’ Being now ‘Virgin’ in respect 
of matter and quickened by the ‘ one life' that 
of the spirit, man becomes like unto God, in 
that he has the ‘ gift of God ’ or eternal life 
through the power of self-perpetuation.

“ The Logos is celestial, the man, terrestrial, 
Christ is their point of junction, without whom 
they could not touch each other, ‘ attaining 
this by means of inward purification which is 
the secret and method of the Christs, the man 
receives his suffusion by an ‘ anointing ’ of 
the spirit, and forthwith has, and is ‘ Christ.’

“ Attaining to this union, man becomes 
‘Christ Jesus;’ ‘he dwells in God, and Godin 
him;’ he is ‘ one with God, and God with 
him.’ ‘ The man is finally made in the image 
of God,’ and ‘ God as the Lord is eternally 
manifested in him, making him an individu­
alised portion of Divinity itself, this is ‘ The 
most perfect glory of the Soul.”

M.C., in “ Light on the Path,” says:—
“ Within you is the light of the world, the 

only light that can be shed upon the Path. If 
you are unable to perceive it within you, it is 
useless to look for it elsewhere. It is beyond 
you, because when you reach it you have lost 
yourself. It is unattainable because it for 
ever recedes, you will enter the light, but you 
will never touch the flame. ‘ Each man is to 
himself absolutely the way, the truth, and the 
life.’ • Steadily as you watch and worship 
the dim star within, its light will grow stronger, 
and then you will know you have found the 
infinite lightbut not until the whole nature 
has yielded and become subject unto its Higher- 
Self, can the bloom open, make branches, buds 
and leaves.’ ‘ Again and again the battle must 
be fought and won, then will come a calm,
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NOTES JETTZD NEWS.

The tercentenary of Mary Queen of Scots is 
to be celebrated at Peterborough, and a collec­
tion is being made of relics of Scotland s un­
fortunate Queen. Among the rest the Queen 
has forwarded from Windsor a cabinet which 
had belonged to the unfortunate lady, together 
with a lock of her hair. Various other articles 
have been sent from other places, including 
the veil worn by the victim on the scaffold.

Mr. Aksakoff has obtained under absolute 
test conditions a spirit photograph through the 
mediumship of Willie Eglinton. He has also 
taken by limelight a photograph of a materia­
lised spirit-form holding the medium in a 
trance condition at his side. Copies of these 
interesting photographs are given in the 
“ London Light.”

“ King Solomon’s Mines,” “ She,” and 
“ Dawn ” are stirring, popular romances 
written by Mr. Rider Haggard. The mind of 
the writer is that of a born Gnostic, Mystic, or 
Spiritualist, whichever our readers may prefer 
to call it. All his works are full of the dawn 
of the new age—in which She, man’s Im­
mortal Self, will discover to him long buried 
treasures. Though these books are thoroughly 
sensational, we are glad to see them generally 
read. We welcome every influence that rouses 
an age sunk into the lowest depths of Agnostic 
despair to any momentary interest in any 
supersensous form of truth.

“ Harpers Weekly ” says : Bishop Henry 
C. Potter is a familiar figure in the streets of 
New York, carrying a small purple bag that 
contains books and M.SS., and greeted by citi­
zens of all faiths with the profoundest respect. 
In his first sermon since his return from 
Europe he told his congregation that, in order 
to believe, it is necessary to cultivate the 
spiritual sense of sight, just as a musical ear 
is necessary to the appreciation of Wagner.

Among the superstitions of the Seneca 
Indians is one of singular beauty. When a 

maiden dies they imprison a young bird until 
it first begins to try its power of song, and 
then, loading it with caresses, they loose it 
over her grave, in the belief that it will not 
fold its wings nor close its eyes until it has 
flown to the spirit-land and delivered its 
precious burden of affection to the loved and 
lost.

Gerald Massey has started out in a general 
raid against Theosophists, Hermeneutists, Es­
oteric and Occult students of various Orders, 
declaring that he does not want to discover 
that he is a God in his inner consciousness. 
All he wishes is to explain intellectually all the 
mysteries of the past. Public experimental re­
search, the printing press, and a freethought 
platform, he claims, have abolished the need 
of mystery. Mr. Massey’s mistake is in over­
estimating the office of the Intellect. Every 
intuitive person is a mystery to every one who 
has not yet unfolded that faculty. If intellec­
tual explanation would save the world, we 
should have been saved long ago. The great­
est evil to.day is an excess of the gospel of 
criticism—such as Mr. Massey and many 
others are dealing out so plenteously. The 
hopeful signs of the times are the very influ­
ences he condemns so unsparingly. They are 
turning the attention of the world a little 
away from the external to the kingdom 
within—for out of the heart are the issues 
of life.

The London “ Light,” in a recent review of 
the “ The Perfect Way,” says “ The more 
this book is read carefully—as it deserves to 
be—the greater does the wonder grow as to its 
production and the interpretative genius that 
pervades each well-weighed sentence. The 
grounded staff, as it were, of an analytic faith, 
in perspicuous alliance with the substance 
dealt with, passes with no faltering step or 
ability to take up all that is capable of being 
assimilated to enlighten the path onward to its 
Christian goal. For the lead is Christian, 
albeit in a subjective and exclusive sense. It
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ffell to have something to cavil at in such a 
: ■. as ig this, be it only to escape a charge of 

: criminate admiration, which would be ob-
.nable if it were discerned.” Truly the 

J.rld moves at a rapid pace, when a journal
.. Light" can express itself thus concern- 

'"h The Perfect Way.”______
^“Golden Gate” comes to us with a 

K1.feCt flood of remarkable phenomena and 
^.stirring reading. Mr. and Mrs. Owen are 
j.i:1g a grand work by the able and catholic 
way in which they are conducting their paper. 
TheworkinPsyehography done by the medium 
fred Evans, under Mr. Owen’s direction, 
seems to excell everything hitherto reported in 
this line. Slate after slate has been written 
full before crowded audiences in the various 
towns of California. The newspaper people in 
each place have been invited to a test stance, 
and in each case have been compelled to wit­
ness to the genuineness of the phenomena and 
admit their inability to explain it away on any 
ground of jugglery or trickery. Among other 
remarkable things, such as the production on 
the slates of writing in many different 
languages and various colours, has been the 
production between the slates of photographs 
in pencil of well known persons, including 
such names as Bev. John Pierpont, Professor 
Hare, and Professor Denton. These have been 
engraved and printed in “ The Golden Gate.”

Professor Elliott Coues has resigned his 
professorship in the National Medical College 
at Washington, D.C. It appears there is a 
clause in the College charter forbidding all 
reference to religious matters, and this Dr. 
Coues was held by his colleagues to have 
transgressed. Yet at each commencement the 
exercises were opened with prayer. As Dr. 
Coues puts it: “If it be right and proper for 
one person to tell God what he thinks in the 
sight of a great audience, can it be improper in 
the sight of God for another person to tell the 
same audience what he thinks too?” The 
address is an eloquent appeal for the admission 
of women to equal rights with man in the 
study and practice of medicine. “ Real know-

ledge is too precious a possession to be reserved 
for sex. True knowledge is too sad a burden 
to be borne by us alone.” Great knowledge is 
a weapon too potent to be entrusted only to 
the hands of men. . . . Seek not abroad 
for that which you would possess, but find it 
within, or find it never. Whoso is lord of self 
has nothing to fear. To “know thyself” is 
the key to the Godhead. “ Who that does not 
know the parts, powers, and principles of 
physical human nature is competent to have or 
give an opinion that is entitled to respect con­
cerning the higher mental and spiritual aspects 
of existence.” Dr. Coues has evidently given 
his colleagues too strong meat in pointing out 
the great stumbling blocks in woman’s path”— 
that of “ Religious intolerance, scientific inso­
lence, and social tyranny.” The first says: 
“You cannot be trusted with your own soul; 
I will take charge of that, and tell you what 
to believe.” The next says : “You cannot be 
trusted with your own mind; I will do the 
thinking for you.” The last says : “ You can­
not be trusted with your own person ; I will 
regulate your conduct.”—This heroic vindica­
tion of woman by an earnest Occult Student 
like Dr. Coues is an important sign of the 
times. The Gospel of Interpretation will 
redeem the world by teaching Humanity to 
honour and cultivate the feminine half of 
human nature. The culture of Intuition will 
teach us to reverence and value woman as its 
external symbol.

Anna Kingsford, in a recent number of 
“Light,” continuing the subject of the souls 
of animals, of which we treated in our last 
number, says: “I will-briefly state what my 
belief on the subject is, a belief spontaneously 
and logically arrived at by my own interior 
mental processes, aided by the “ inner light ” 
of which our good friends the “ Quakers ” 
make so much, and rightly ; and also emphati­
cally taught and maintained by the schools of 
Brahman, Buddhist, Platonic, and Hermetic, 
initiates whose humble disciple I am. I under­
stand that the Theosophists also hold the same 
doctrine; indeed, I know of no “ Occultist ” 
really worthy of the name who repudiates it.
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The teaching of Hermetic science is in accord­
ance with the tenets of evolution. It main­
tains that the ‘ soul ’ is elaborated, individua­
lised, and made permanent by means of 
successive and progressive incarnations. Be­
ginning in the realm of the elemental and 
inorganic, it gradually makes its way upward 
and onward, perpetually enduring and striving 
through the organic world—plant-life and 
animal-life—into the human. At every ‘ death' 
an astral relict or persona is shed, and this is 
progressively less and less evanescent as the 
selfhood ascends in the scale. . . . Thus 
all animals are potential men—men in the 
making—and must inevitably in process of 
evolution develop human conditions. No ani­
mals are immortal or ‘ glorified ’ as animals, 
but also no animal perishes—-no, not even the 
lowest.” . . . Mrs. Kingsford also says—■ 
“ That flies and a whole class of creatures 
physically connected with them are regarded 
by Hermetists as ‘ debris,’ and that they are 
included in the backwater stream of disinte­
grating * soul.’ If animals are soulless then 
man is soulless, for he is flesh of their flesh 
physiologically and essentially. Hence the 
very core and root doctrine of the new dispen­
sation must be and will be the recognition of 
the Buddhistic precept concerning the brother­
hood of all living things, based on the truth 
that the universe is one, and that one life 
(Atman) pervades and maintains it. Because 
all are eternal, we are eternal, and not other­
wise. All things press towards the human. 
All evolution hastens to develop into Man.

Lawbence Oliphant has recently published 
some of his personal experiences under the 
title “ Episodes in a Life of Adventure,” as 
a reason for retiring from Parliament and the 
abandoning of the ambitions that actuate most 
men of the world. He says :—-“ I had long 
been interested in a class of psychic pheno­
mena which, under the names of ‘ Magnetism, 
Hypnotism, and Spiritualism,’ have since been 
forcing themselves upon public attention, and 
had even been conscious of these phenomena 
in my own experiences and of the existence of 
forces in my own organism, which science was 

utterly unable to account for, and therefore 
turned its back upon and relegated to the 
domain of the unknowable. Into this region— 
mis-called ‘ Mystic ’—I determined to try and 
penetrate. Looking back upon the period of 
my life described in the foregoing pages, it 
appeared to me distinctly a most insane period. 
I therefore decided upon retiring from public 
life and the confused turmoil of a mad world 
into a seclusion where, under the most favour­
able conditions I could find, I could prosecute 
my researches into the more hidden laws which 
govern human action and control events. 
These studies have become so absorbing, 
inspiring as they have done the hope that a 
new moral future is dawning for the human 
race, that I find it impossible to relinquish 
them.”—As, however, this latter conviction has 
not yet forced itself upon a majority of man­
kind, who continue to think the world is a very 
good world as it is, and that the invention of 
new machines and explosives for the destruc­
tion of their fellow-men is a perfectly sane and 
even laudable pursuit, he decides that it is not 
yet time to say much about his spiritual ex­
periences. We are sorry that he has decided 
to wait until the world is better prepared to 
receive them. We should say the world needs 
j ust such revealings to hasten on the good time 
he is waiting for. This is the day of interpre­
tation, and in the dawn every clear ray helps to 
dispel the night.

The North American Review gives us a fine 
article on “ Beecher’s Personality,” by his 
Physician. Two or three things are specially 
noticeable. Notwithstanding his miraculous 
capacity for intellectual work, his head, we 
are told, was quite medium in size. Though 
possessing a remarkable memory for facts of 
nature, persons and their history, phrases, 
sentences, isolated terms, dates, items were 
absolutely forgotten as soon as heard. This 
seems to be a prominent characteristic of all 
truly inspirational speakers. However many 
times they may express a truth, it is always 
new and fresh, clothed in the perpetual 
changing hues of the soul’s vision that sees 
into infinite beauty. The intuitive mind is a
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never-failing spring of life, while that of the 
merely logical and intellectual nature is only a 
cistern—small in some and large in others. 
A remarkable experience is given by Beecher 
w his Physician in relating the state of his 
health near the end of one of his hardest 
Prisons of work. Mr. Beecher says :—“ My 
general health is better than usual at this time 
of the year. I think I have come out of my 
labours and through the unusual mental strain 
and excitement of the past winter with more 
than my usual vigour. The subject upon which 
I wished to consult you is my mental state. 
Emotion with me works inward, not outward—■ 
often till it seems as if there were a vast gulf 
formed by it within me. My intellectual efforts 
are intuitional; my brain seems to open out, 
and inspired by which I preach. All this is 
customary and normal; but latterly, as a re- 
aflt I think of mental strain, there has come 
upon me a peculiar experience, which I clearly 
recognise as illusional, but which nevertheless 
is very real to me. I retire at night and sleep 
well until about 4 a.m., when I am startled 
from a sleep which has been dreamless by 
hearing my name called, and I lie awake, 
hearing distinctly and with apparent reality 
voices calling me in the sweetest and most 
inviting tones. Nothing of terror is experi­
enced. On the contrary. My moral state is 
the most blissful and entrancing. I seem to 
be on the very borders of Heaven—I seem to 
have a double existence, as if another self were 
beside me in the bed.” This state, the Physi­
cian says, was dispelled by administering

Haschish. Yet this is the very drug used by 
Orientals to induce such states. If instead of 
regarding this as an abnormal condition, the 
great preacher had encouraged it, he probably 
would have given to the world some clearer 
truths about the Soul and its relation to the 
body than are to be found in any of his volumi­
nous works.

Beecher was also passionately fond of gems. 
He was accustomed to say that they afforded 
him the same kind of pleasure that he derived 
from flowers, and that they excelled the latter 
in that they were fadeless. Their purity and 
colour had a never-satiating charm for him. 
Thousands of dollars he lavished upon them. 
His yellow diamond, of the purest canary 
colour, has a European pedigree and history. 
Not a stone with which St. John has em­
bellished the walls of the Holy City are missing 
from his collection. It is doubtful if he was 
ever without unset gems in his pockets, which 
he would often exhibit for his own delectation 
or that of his friends. He haunted the shops 
of jewellers, and often borrowed from them 
gems of great value, in which he fairly revelled 
with delight. He took the greatest pleasure 
in those of richest and most gorgeous hues— 
the ruby, the opal, the carbuncle, and emerald. 
Doubtless this love of gems had an occult 
significance. They related him, no doubt, to 
sources of elemental life and power. The 
Ancients, who used gems as Talismans, put 
them to a nobler service than we do, by simply 
employing them as aids to personal adornment.

THE WAY.—By Edwin Arnold.
Manifold tracks lead to yon sister-peaks, 
Around whose snows the gilded clouds are curled ;
Bv steep or gentle slopes the climber comes 
Where breaks that other world.
Strong limbs may dare the rugged road which storms, 
Soaring and perilous, the mountain’s b east;
The weak must wind from slower ledge to ledge, 
With many a place of rest.
So is the eight-fold path which brings to peace, 
By lower or by upper heights it goes ;
The firm soul hastes, the feeble tarries —All 
Will reach the sun-lit snows.
The First good level is Right Doctrine : Walk
In fear of Dharma, shunning all offence ;
In heed of Karma, which doth make man’s fate, 
In lordship over sense.
The Second is Right Purpose : Have good-w ill 
Io all that lives, letting unkiuduess die,

And greed and w.ath, so that your lives be made 
Like soft airs passing by.
The Third is Plight Discourse : Govern the lips
As they were pal ice-doors, the king within; 
Tranquil, and fair, and courteous be all words 
Which from that presence win.
The Fourth is Right Behatiour : Let each act
Assoil a fault or help a merit grow ;
Like threads of silver seen through crystal beads, 
Let love through good deeds show.
For Sun-ward flight, thou soul with unplumed vans, 
Sweet is the lower air, and safe and known 
The homely levels : only strong ones leave 
The nest each makes his own.
So shall ye pass to clearer heights, and find 
Easier ascents and lighter loads of sins, 
And larger will to burst the bonds of sense, 
Enter the Buth,
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OCCULT

Under this head we wish to give our readers 
from week to week some of the most striking 
facts of an Occult nature that are being reported 
from various quarters. We shall not always 
try to explain what we record, trusting to the 
intelligence of our readers to gather our 
opinion of them from the general purposes of 
“ The Gnostic.”

Professor Wallace has recently given a 
lecture on “ Spiritualism ” in San Francisco, 
in which he refers to the various orders of 
Occult phenomena.

Chemical Phenomena.—Speaking of the above 
he says :—“ These consist chiefly, first, pro­
tection from the effects of fire. Mr D. D. 
Home—recently dead, and perhaps the most 
remarkable medium that ever lived—used to 
take out fire, a brilliant red hot mass of coals, 
carry them about the room in his hands, and 
by his peculiar power could tell certain per­
sons who were able to have them placed in 
their hands, and would place them in their 
hands and they would never feel them. On 
one occasion the well-known writer, Mr S. 0. 
Hall, had placed upon his head a great mass of 
burning coals which shone through his white 
hair, and was witnessed by a large party pre­
sent, and his hair was not scorched, and he 
felt no pain whatever.”

In speaking of the usefulness of these pheno­
mena Prof. Wallace says : Spiritualism de­
monstrates the existence of forms of matter 
and modes of being which are unacceptable 
from the standpoint of mere physical science. 
It shows us that mind may exist without 
brain, and disconnected from any material 
body that we can detect, and it destroys the 
presumption against our continued existence 
after the physical body is disorganised or 
destroyed. It further demonstrates, by direct 
evidence as conclusive as the nature of the 
case admits, that the so-called dead are still 
alive—that our friends are often with us, 
though unseen, and give direct proof of a 

future life, which so many crave, but for want 
of which so many live and die in anxious 
doubt. How valuable the certainty to be 
gained from spiritual communications, remov­
ing all questionings as to a future existence.

A mediumistic little boy of our acquaintance, 
under three years of age, sees and converses 
with his spirit mother, who passed over to 
spirit life a few months ago. A few days ago, 
while on a visit with his grandmother and 
aunt to the cemetery where the body of his 
mother lies buried, he astonished his relatives 
with his knowledge of the facts of life and 
death. He said : “ Mamma’s body in the 
ground, but mamma’s not there. She is here 
with Harry.” “ Why, Harry,” he was asked, 
“ how do you know ? Who told you?” “Oh> 
I see mamma, and she tell Harry,” he replied 
in his baby way.

In Dunedin Mr. Ruff, a good trance 
medium, often performs similar feats. A few 
nights since we saw him remove the chimney 
from a burning lamp and carry it all around 
the room, offering it to each person present. 
Had anyone else touched it for a moment it 
would have burnt them severely. During the 
evening Mr. Ruff was controlled by a Maori 
speaking the language fluently, and afterwards 
through another control translating, a Maori 
gave some ideas of the history of his people 
quite in keeping with what is taught in “Man; 
or, Fragments of Forgotten History.” Mr. 
Ruff is a most earnest and enthusiastic Spiri­
tualist, and we believe that as he becomes 
more under the direct control of his own 
Higher Self he will use his Psychic gifts for 
the advancement of the principle of self-culture 
and illumination, as represented by our 
Societies and Schools.

Prof. Wallace, in speaking of mental phen­
omena, says: “ Another of these curious 
mental phenomena is trance speaking. There 
are mediums now in all parts of the world 
who have this wonderful faculty. It begins
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rally almost or quite involuntarily. The 
into a trance, and then begins to 

^without knowing it. After a time they 
- inally get to know they are speaking, but 

?anot "themselves voluntarily speak on the 
that they are discussing. Many of 

are, at first, ignorant persons, utterly 
Xoat the knowledge and power to speak on 
^subjects they do speak on. One of these 
^.qish trance speakers, Mr. J. J. Morse, is 
';u ^is city, and many of you no doubt 
nil bear him. I saw him in London many 
vears ago when he was first developed. At 
■ .at time Sergeant Cox, a great literary man, 
9id ■ “ I have put to him the most difficult 
coestions in psychology, and received answers 
always full of wisdom in choice and elegant 
linmve, yet a quarter of an hour afterwards 
he ^unable to answer the simplest query, 
and was even at a loss for language to express 
a commonplace idea.” There is another in­
teresting little test in connection with this 
medium which I think I was the means of 
bringing forth myself. His spirit guide (whom 
I believe is so still) gave a Chinese name at 
the time, and claimed to be a Chinese philoso­
pher; he gave the name of Tien Sien Ti. At 
that time, I believe, nobody knew what this 
meant. I happened to have a friend who had 
been an interpreter to the Government in 
China, and one day I asked him, without men­
tioning anything else, what this name meant. 
He answered, “ Why, that means heavenly 
spirit guide.” I think that is a wonderful test.

The Mediumship of Charles Foster.—Tn 
the 1 Brooklyn Magazine ’ (February), Mrs F. 
G. de Fontaine gives an interesting account of 
a seance she had with Charles Foster, She 
had gone with a friend, and they had con­
siderable difficulty in finding the medium’s 
house. They were, one may therefore pre­
sume, strangers to him. Raps came at once, 
and Foster declared that the room was filled 
with spirit-presences. The details of the 
seance had better be given in the words of the 
narrator

“Can you give me the names of any persons 
present?” was asked,

‘‘ Certainly," was his quick reply, and im­
mediately taking up the pencil, he wrote the 
names of several who had been on the most 
intimate terms with my friend in years gone 
by ; among others the name of his mother 
The medium laid the pencil down, and, leanin- 
back 111 his chair, steadily gazing at his vis d vZ 
for some time, and upon being asked the cause, 
said, “I am looking at your mother; she 
stands behind your chair, leaning lovingly and 
confidingly on your shoulder, and gazing on 
your face with the old love, which you must 
recall.”

“ When and where did she die ? ” was then 
asked.

The answer named the place, day, and month 
of her death. Having his scepticism thoroughly 
aroused^by this time the questioner asked for 
her maiden name.

Without hesitation Foster took the pencil 
an 1 wrote in the familiar handwriting of the 
lady in question her full name, where she was 
born and when ; also, the name of her son, his 
age, and place of birth.

These startling developments had the effect 
of partially unhinging the feelings of the 
questioner ; but not willing to yield his faith 
even to such evidence, he resolved to test the 
powers of the medium in such a manner as 
would leave no room for doubt. Having 
travelled extensively, making acquaintances in 
foreign countries, many of whom were dead, he 
determined to apply a significant and most 
difficult test. As if his thoughts were instantly 
divined by the medium, he remarked, “ There 
are spirits here whose manners are in strange 
contrast with those of our community, and 
they are making strange motions which I can­
not interpret.”

My friend then made a mental inquiry con­
cerning a friend who had died in the East 
Indies. The answer came immediately, “ Your 
friend who died in the East Indies is here,” 
and he proceeded to describe minutely the 
personal appearance of one who had been dead 
six years.

“ I would know her name,” said the excited 
questioner. Foster instantly seized a. pencil 
and wrote upon a piece of paper which he
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handed him, with a perplexed air, saying, 
“ Here are some characters, sir, but I must 
confess that I do not understand them.

It was the name of the dear friend, in clear, 
beautiful Persi-Arabic characters, with the 
salutation, Hurrah Sahil, Salaam, the name by 
which she called my friend, literally meaning, 
in the Oriental exuberance of politeness, Great 
sir, good cheer.

While regarding the inscription with silent 
wonder, the medium suddenly drew up his coat 
sleeve with the exclamation, “ See here !” and 
there in red lines, on the fleshy part of the arm, 
standing out in bold relief, were the English 
initials of the lady’s name. Not to be de­
ceived, my friend caught the hand and held it 
for a few moments, during which time the 
phenomenon faded from sight.

Nonplussed not merely by the captivation of 
two of his senses, seeing and hearing, but by 
receiving a message in a language which not 
ten persons in the country could read or under­
stand, and of which the medium had not the 
slightest knowledge, it was decided that only 
one more test remained. A secret involving 
the character of a third party was known only 
to the dead lady and my friend, who imme­
diately resolved to penetrate this mystery if 
possible. He propounded the question, and 
requested that she would write the answer in 
her own hand through the medium. As before 
he seized the pencil, and carelessly and rapidly 
wrote the secret out, without knowing a word 
of the same. It was true in every particular.

Wb publish the following letter to Mr Eglin- 
ton because we are personally acquainted with 
Mr and Mrs Hunt, and know them to be most 
intelligent and reliable people :—

“My Dear Sir,—Thinking a short statement 
from me of two sittings my wife and I have 
had with you might perhaps be acceptable, it 
gives me much pleasure to forward the follow­
ing, to the truth of which I shall be pleased to 
make an affidavit before a justice of the 
peace if necessary.

“ Before calling upon you for our first sitting, 
we purchased a slate at a stationer’s. Whilst 
making a few preliminary remarks, you, in our 
presence, split a slate pencil into little pieces, 
having sharp, rough facets. One of these 

pieces was placed upon my slate, which was 
then held under the table by my wife an^ 
yourself ; at first there was no result, but after 
waiting some ten minutes or so, we heard the 
writing, which proved to be some personal 
messages. I then placed a £5 Bank of En»- 
land note, and a chip of pencil between the 
locked slate, put the key in my pocket and 
asked that the number of the note should be 
written. The slate teas never out of our sight 
and my wife and yourself joined hands on the 
top as it laid on the table. In a few minutes 
the writing was heard. I unlocked the slates 
and found the number correctly written there­
on. No one of us knew the number until after 
it had been written, and the note was securely 
locked between the slates the whole time. I 
then examined the chip of pencil and found 
the facets worn and smooth.

“ The second sitting was, if possible, even 
more startlingly wonderful. This time we 
provided ourselves with two new slates, and 
received thereon several, to us, most interest­
ing personal messages, signed by names quite 
unknown to you. I had previously placed a 
chip of pencil between the two slates, and you 
and my wife held them in full view on the 
table. Now came the final, crucial test. My 
wife’s watch was placed, with the case closed, 
together with a chip of pencil, on a slate, and 
we asked that the number of the watch might 
be written within a small circle drawn on the 
slate, which was held with the watch by my 
wife and yourself, pressed against the under 
side of the table. This was at once done, and 
on opening the watch the number was found 
correctly written within the circle. Neither of 
us knew the number. The table was a plain 
deal one with no room for any machinery, and 
the slate never left my wife’s hands.

“ I must add that we were utter strangers to 
you and that we gave you no information of 
ourselves whatever. We are also strangers in 
London, having only recently come over from 
Australia. You have not asked me for this, 
but I feel bound to state the facts as they 
occurred and to give you liberty to make what 
use you please of this letter.—I remain, my 
dear sir, faithfully yours,

“J. W. Hunt, J.P.
“ 13, Montague Place, Russell Square, London, 

“ July 3rd, 188G,
“ Wm. Eglington, Esq.”




