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REPORT

0f the Commitice of Claims on the pefition of JArchibald 8. Bullach,
and others.

ss———Q—.-a

FEBRUARY 28, 1822.
Bead, and ordered to lie on the tabley

MARCH 11, 1822,
Printed by order of the House of Representatives,

DECEMEER 12, 1822,
Gieprinted by order of the House of Representatives,

L e

‘The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Archibald
8. Bulloch, collector of the port of Savannah, James 8.'Bulloch, admi-
nistrator of Alexander Irvine, late of the city of Savannah, naval offi-
cer, and Alexander Hunter, surveyor of the port of Savannah, have had
the seame under consideration, and submit to the House the following

REPORT:

The petitioners state, that, in October, 1819, by information they fur-
nished, the schooner Montevediana, alias Libertad, or Liberty, was libel-
led in the admiralty court for the district of Georgia; that the said libel
was sustained so far as respected the interest of certain persons named in
the decree, and the sum of §197 28, ordered to be paid over to the col-
lector. After the first information was lodged, and before the rendition of
thajludgmf:nt, another libel was filed against the said vessel, for violating
the Jaws of the United States prohibiting the slave trade. This was like-
wise sustained, and so much of the vessel and eargo as had not been af-
fected h{; the first decree was condemned, and the sum of 1176 70, puid
over to the district attorney for the use of the United States.

The petitioners further state, thatthey incurred preat expense and trou-
ble in prosecuting the second libel; that the act prohibiting the slave trade
makes no provision for those who, like themselves, may cause offenders to
be brought to t_juai:it:n&, and they ask Congress to grant them suitable in
demnity out of the sum of 1176 70, pni?imuver to the district attorney for
the use of the United States.

The act of 1799, regulating duties on imports and tonnage, gives to col-
lectors, 8. a moiety of forfeltures, but the law prokibiting the slave trade
n:lllakﬁ ne such allowance. The commitiee, therefore, think it inexpe-
dient to extend the provisions of the last mentioned act; and therefore, sub-
mit the following resolution:

Resolyed, That the prayer of the petitioners ought not o be granted.
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TrEAstRY DEPARTMENT,
18th February, 182%.

€m: T have the lionor to return the petition of Archibald 8, Bullech,
James 8. Bulloch, and Alexander Hunter, with the papers by which it was
accompanied.

It is ascertained that there has been paid into the Treasury the sum of
21176 70, of the proceeds of the sale of the schooner Montevediana amd

, the vessel described in the petition.

Hy the act of the 24th of February, 1819, for the relief of Thomas Hall
Jervey, one half of the nett proceeds of the Lovely Cordelia, and of the
James and Elizabeth, were directed to be paid to the said Jervey, who
was the surveyor of the port of Charleston. These vessels had been con-
demned for violations of the laws prohibiting the slave trade. ‘The said
Jervey, in his petition, alleged that he had seized the said vessels upun
hts own responsibility, and ngainst the opinion of the collector, and that
the prosecution had been carried on wholly by his determination and exer-
tions. 'This allegation was supported by unquestionable evidence. Hence,
the other officers of the customs were excluded from any participation i
the liberality of Congress,

It is highly probable that there have been other cases of a nature similar
fo that nl‘g the petitioners. The case of Jervey is the only case which oc-
curs to my recollection at this time, in which relief has been given, and the
facts in that case were very peculiar,

A a general principle, it is expedient to interest the oficers employed
in the executicu of penal atatutes, by giving them a part of the penalties,
Where this has not been done by the law creating penaities, it is believed
to be inexpedient to make such provision by law in particular cases, after
the penalties have been incurm(t unless wlere the circumstances are of a
ire?r peculiar nature, asin the case of Mr. Jﬂl"i'l:t:g-

tis for the committec to determine whether there is any thing pectli:
in the case of the petitioners,
I am, with respect,
Your most obedient servant,
WM. H. CRAWFORD.

Hoin LEwis Wrras,
Chairman Commiflee of Claims.

e o

TreEAsURY DEPARTMERT,
Register’s Office, Februuwry Gfh, 1828,

The Register hews leave, respectlully, to report to the Secretary of the
Treasury, that, on an examination of the accounts of Archibuld 3. Bullech,
collecter of the port of Bavannal, there does not appear to have accrued
fo the United States any portion of the fine or forfeitore incurred by the
Portugnese schooner Liberty, so far as the accounts of the said collector
have been received in his office, which 1s to the 31st March, 1821. The
whole amount of duties accruing to the United States on goods imported
in suid vessel, appears, from the collector’s abstract of merchandise in-
ported during the fuurth quarter of 1819, to amount to fourteen dolinrs

and ten cents.
JOSEPH NOURSBE, Regisler.
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T the Nonoraile the Previdend and Mensbers of the Serue, aind e
i Memelers nﬂﬁeﬂum:?’ﬂwmum.qfux Cnitert Steves of ofme-
slew fin Congrers sazmded;

The prtition of Archibpbd & Balloch, collector of the poet of Bavannah,
Jamez 3. Dullech, adwmivistrutor of Alexander Irvine, late of the city of
Savanouh, neval officer, and Alexan Ser Hunter, durveyor of the P ol
Zarannah,

MTHMBLY AHREWETH:

Thoet, in the month of Detober, 1819, & cerdain athooper, called the
Muoteveliana, alas Liberlad, wr Liberty, arived in the porl af Sagan=
nah, frow pen, laden with an gasoried carmoy thot, soon atter ber arcival
in (he said port, it was dizeovered by the officers of Use cevenue, (hat the
PrrEnn, o perssns, baving change of the sabl vesael, were in the net of
mugﬁﬁng ada fiom on boned the same; that infermetion of this faet was
immekintely given, by your pelitioters, te the atburmey of the Enited
Siates, who, thersupan, filed n Tibel in the conré of admicalty, agpinst. the
said veasel, hec tackle, appasel, and finiture, atd e gu unbalen,
allrg?n that the same became forfeiled o the [Tnigesd Hintex, oncer the
ant of E’-ungmrsu, entitlel * An met to repulate the coblection of duties on
mipucts apd toonage,™ pessed dhe 20 day of March, 17995 that the sid
libel war, v ndecree ok the disfrict cenrt, sustained, o far as the same
respected Uit intecesr of cortnin persons in the said decroc vamed, amd
the som nf aree buidced amd Iii.'llt[j‘-ﬂ-&’ﬁ'&l:l dollars and l'ﬂ'B]'l.lJ’-E] 11 cenls
ordered Ty be paid ower to the collestor of the port of Savonngh, all which
will more felly appear to your beporehle bodies by the exemplification of
the proceedings in b causs, which is moesd regpectfolly subailled hece-
with,

"That, shurtly ufter U Bling of the spid libel appinst dbe 2p3d vessel and
gods, and long brfore the decree of the couct thereon, it was discovered
toy the ufficers of the rewenne of the part of Bavunnah, that o eortain Afid-
ern skave was intrudisced into the said port by be peraon, or peraons, lsav-
j;n_!l- c.{ha_rﬁe ot tlep noml veszel, D the sanl vessel, wilh gient o setl dse
sami, cuntrary u the iwions of the scveral ncts of Congrees to pro-
hibit the slare tradeg t ehie gadd Afvican was seized, bot made bis es-
euper wud gecrated by the persom, w Em having chnrge of e spid
wezzel, aml was remuvved br them iote the conntry, at a distanee from the
gil_:,- anal port aforesnidy that, alter E trouble aned expEnse, yuur Fef'l-
tinners swccesded in apprth{'udirﬂlgu:ﬂd African, and Indping im with
ihe jai.l_ur af fhe sand cily for safe |1' . 1o abida the order u['cuurl! that
infuriation of this forther viclubon of the Inw e immediatc]y gi.?::an
yor petitioters to the attorney of the Upited Biates, who, thereupon,
anailier Tibel againat the said vessed, uider the act of Congross, entilled
 An ack to probibit the importation of slaves into any port and plage with-
iE utejm-i:duul_iun of Uvte TTaaten Bialea, from aod afler Hee Gt doy of Ton-
nory, Ln the yewr uf our Lord ane thousgnd eight. handres aod chlilt.” pRGs-
e oo the secoed day of Mareh, sightesn bundred snd seven; e lwt
me:nbied libel w2, by a decree uf the court afoeciail, sastaifed, pgrins;
g0 murh of the earge ol the mid veeael e was unaHusted by the deerce of
condamnarion wgeimst the vessel and pert of the cags, under the likel fog
:lnug'liug_: 1het, |'.'|_'|l Lhe |a:|.ﬁi:1mn:|:, ufter moriain xoma Were prdered o ha
paid Twim Mee cagintry of the court fur 3t further srder. the B of eleven



4 [ 10 ]

hundred and seventy-six dollars and seventy cents was decreed to be paid
over to the district attorney, for the use of the United States.

Your petitioners humbly shew, that the expenses incurred and borne by
them in the prosecution of the said libels, amount to a sum larger than
the sum of one hundred and ninety-seven doilars and twenty-eight cents,
decreed to the collector under the 'bel for smuggling, and that, as your
petitioners, under the last decree, cn the libel uﬁgger 51& slave act, have no
provision made for them, they have, by their information and testimony,
procured the condemnation of the said vessel and goods, for a violation of
the laws, without any remuneration therefor. Y%‘l(llll' petitioners humbly
and respectfully contend, that they are entitled, in justice, to some com-
pensation for their labors; and, althongh in this particularcase, there may be
no law which authorizes the payment to them of a moiety of the forfeiture,
yet your petitioners fully believe that your honorable bodies will grant
them a reward for their exertions, and relief in the premises.

Your petitioners, therefore, humhl{‘ praly the passage of an act oc reso-
lution of your honorable bedies, which will anthorize the payment to them
of a moiety of the said forfeiture, or of such other sum as may seem right
and just.

Aild they will ever pray, &ec.

A. 8. BULLOCH,
Collector,
JAMES 8, BULLOCH,
Adni’r, estode A, frvine, Naval Officer,
A. HUNTER,
Surveyor Revenur
Ponr or Savawwan, Jenuary 3, 1822:



