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PREFACE 
Enclosed, you will find the statistical history of Valdosta State College 

baseball, from 1955 through 1977. This is Volume I, The Years. It contains, 
to the best of my knowledge, each, and every player, who ever batted, or pitch
ed for Valdosta State, and that player's correct, yearly statistics. 

Volume I I, The Players, contains year-by-year, and career statistics on 
each player in Valdosta State baseball history, and also includes hitting totals, 
pitching totals, tournament records, and all the other records that make baseball 
a statisticians dream. 

I want to thank, Steve Roberts, Gene Felts, Bill Thomas, Coach Tommy Thomas, 
Coach Bill Grant, the 1976 Blazer baseball team, and Dr. Floyd Toth, for their 
help in the preperation of these volumes. I especially want to say, "thanks," 
to my wife, Jody, for putting-up with me while I prepared this work. 

All the mistakes are mine. That includes-- statistical, pictorial, spelling, 
typing, and characterization. I hope that my grammar, and other Engl ish usage 
is correct. Even if it is not, I assume that you will still get the meaning. 

Because of the lack of scorebooks, from the 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 
and 1961 seasons, statistics from these years are as correct as possible. Please 
bring to my attention any errors in this text, and I will include corrections 
when this volume is updated in 1982. I hope that you enjoy reading this book 
as much as I enjoyed preparing it. 

Dave Waples 
Athletic Department 
Valdosta State College 
Valdosta, Ga. 31601 

IMPORTANT DATES IN VSC BASEBALL HISTORY 

1954-- First baseball season ... went 3-2 against JUCO competition. 1955-- First 
season of "official" intercollegiate competition ... with Walter Cottingham as 
coach, VSC was 6-5. 1958-- VSC joined the Georgia Conference (GIAC). 1959--
Gary Colson became coach, as VSC went 10-11. 1960-- Bill Grant became coach, and 
VSC won the GIAC title (15-5), but had to vacate because of inelgible players. 
1962-- Coach Grant finished constructing Rebel Field, and VSC joined the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). 1965-- VSC won their first 
"official" Georgia Conference championship, and received a bid to NAIA District-25 
play. 1968-- Tommy Thomas became coach ... VSC went 15-9 this season. 1969--
VSC won both the GIAC, and the District-25 tournament .•. entered NAIA Area-5 play-
offs for the first time .•. had the best record in history (27-10). 1970-- Repeated 
GIAC, and District-25 titles. 1971-- Again, repeated GIAC, and District-25 titles. 
1972-- Won Georgia Conference, and District-25, for the 4th. consecutive year. 1973-
Nickname changed from Rebels, to Blazers ... won NAIA District, and Area, and competed 
in the NAIA World Series for the first time in history ... dropped frcm GIAC. 1974·-
Won the newly formed South Atlantic Conference, and the NCAA Regional ... competed in 
the NCAA World Series ... joined the NCAA. 1975-- received a bid to the NCAA Regional. 
1977-- Won the South Atlantic Conference, and hosted the NCAA Regionals ... won the 
Regionals on a bottom-of-the-ninth, two-run-homer by Craig Viers, to advance to their 
second appearance at the NCAA World Series. " 

Valdosta State has had three first-team All-Americans-- Gene Felts by the NAIA in ~jth 
1972, and 1973; Sam Bowen by the NCAA. in 1974; rind, Viers by the NCAA in 1977 Alsc, 
three Blazers were named second-team, NCAI\, All American-- Skip Fite, Steve HI D,ffilt, 
and Ceci I Wh i tehead (a II in 1977). 
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1955 RESIJ[ 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

Valdosta State began its baseball program in 1954, playing a 5-game junior 
college schedule, winning 3, and losing 2. In 1955, under the prodding of fresh
man, baseball nut, Emory Mobley, Coach Walter Cottingham made baseball an official 
sport, by embarking on an l1-game schedule, along with several exhibition games 
against JCos. The VSC athletic teams (which only included basketball and baseball 
at this point) received a nickname in the Spring of this year, when the student 
body voted to adopt the REBEL as their mascot. 

This first VSC team suffered from a lack of funds, equipment, and coaching. 
Mr. Cottingham acknowledged his lack of expertise about the game, and practices 
were haphazardly held, and organized. Players often had to supply their own bats 
and balls, and the campus area (where Patterson Hall is now located) where practice 
was held, was both bumpy and unfit for suitable drills. 

Most games were played on the road (a few were held at Pendleton Park, where 
Valdosta's Class-D team performed), often on 2 and 3 day road-trips. Private cars 
were used for travel, with Coach Cottingham's station wagon being the least desir
able, since the coach had a propensity for often running along the berm of the road. 
Mobley, when forced to ride with the coach, demanded (and wore) the catcher's 
equipment; sitting in the back seat, and holding on for dear life. As the wagon 
began its treacherous trip, Mobley would always yell, IIGive it some gas, IMad-Man
Muntz I ." 

The Rebels 
times each, but 
North Georgia. 
of the pitching 
the part of the 

went 6-5 this first year, beating Piedmont and Oglethorpe three 
losing to the more experienced clubs from Georgia Teachers, and 
Marvin Hatcher (3-2), and Bob McElvey (2-2) handled the majority 
chores, and suffered from both wildness, and shoddy fielding on 
team. 

Hitting was sufficient, with right-fielder Roy McQuaig (.395), shortstop Gene 
Gray (.356), and center-fielder Bob Green (.333) leading the way, but against top 
pitching offered by Teachers and North Georgia, the Rebs suffered, scoring only 12 
total runs in their five losses. 

These first team members, however, 
put Valdosta State on the baseball map. 
coaching, proper equipment and practice 
much better • 

THE LlJiRAR Y 

were pioneers for players that would later 
Had these men had the advantages of good 

facilities, their record would have been 

POUND HALL ON l'ORTli CAMPUS 



Roy McQuaig, rf 
Gene Gray, ss 
Bob Green, cf 
Marvin Hatcher, p 
Noel George, 3b 
Emory Mobley, 2b 
Ed Deaton, lb 
Bill Long, c 
Bob McElvev, p 
Jack Knight, If 

TOTALS 

(Murray Comer, rf 7-2, 
8-2, .250; Jack Bates, 
McGowan, rf 1-0, .000) 

Jack Knight 
Marvin Hatcher 
Bob McElvey 
Roy McQuaig 

TOTALS 

(L) 
(L) 
(L) 

( L) 
(L) 

AB 
38 
45 
36 
15 
44 
37 
30 
32 
13 
35 

358 

.286; 
If 8-1, 

VAl.IDSTA STAlt 
1955 Baseball 

i=INAL STATI:nICS 
won 6 - IO'it 5 

R H HI 
12 15 
15 16 
9 12 
4 5 
6 12 
7 9 
6 7 
6 7 
5 2 

11 5 

86 97 

Larry Massey, rf 

AVG. 
.395 
.356 
.333 
.333 
.273 
.243 
.233 
.219 
.154 
. 143 

.271 

7-2, 
. 125; Ash ley Hill, If 

WON LOST PCT. 
1 0 1.000 
3 2 .600 
2 2 .500 
0 1 .000 

6 5 .545 

VSC 19, Piedmont · .......... 1 
VSC 6, Piedmont · .......... 0 
VSC 3, Georgia Teachers 7 
VSC 3, Georgia Teachers ... 14 
VSC 0, Georgia Teachers ... 13 
VSC 21 , Oglethorpe · ........ 2 
VSC 7, Ogl ethorpe · ........ 0 
VSC 10, Oglethorpe · ........ 3 
VSC 11 , Piedmont · .......... 9 
VSC 3, North Georgia ...... 5 
VSC 3, North Georgia ...... 8 

2B 3B HR SB 

.286; John Nossick, 1b 
2-0, .000; Sam 

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those 

., I 

'1"--, 

~ 

-, 

¥ 

game results available, are calculated into statistics. Only games versus • 
senior, degree-granting, college institutions are calculated into statistics. 

Georgia Teachers is now Georgia Southern. ~ 
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HOII" Olll': Ham Md;ow,'n. Murray Con1<'r . .la .. k I\nig;ht. BU"k Pafford. ,\"hl." II ill . .lad, Bait's. 1:"11" '1'110: Ell H"atoll, 
.Johu Mohley. (;e,1<' Gray. Hob,'rt McEivey, Milton Bl;liue. Bob (;['(','n. :\(),'I ·C,t'org.'. Coadl (,,,Hingham. 

The Administration Buildin:; as seen from Patterson Street • 
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1956 RESU'[ 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

1956 was a "bummerll for VSC baseball. After a successful 6-5 beginning in 1955, 
the Rebels dropped to 2-8 against senior college competition. The club had Marvin 
Hatcher back as their ace, but the Columbus, Ga. native suffered from anemic team 
offense and could only show a 2-5 mark for his efforts. 

Left-fielder Dick Smith, who saw 1 imited action, led the hitters with a .400 
average, but no regular hit over the prized .300 mark. The loss of stalwarts Roy 
McQuaig and Noel George helped lead to the team's downfall, and only sophomore 
center-fielder Ashley Hill (.244), and third-baseman Gene Gray (.279) suppl ied 
any offensive power. 

Coach Cottingham saw the season begin on a losing note, by dropping two single 
games to Florida Southern (5-4 and 6-0) in Lakeland. The Rebels did defeat North 
Georgia 8-1, behind Hatcher's four-hitter, but could win only one of three from 
Piedmont, while losing two to both Georgia Teachers and North Georgia . 

ASHLEY HALL 

Tenni. Cl .... in Session. Student Golfer. T"e Off. 



AB 
Dick Smith, If 20 
Charles Sheffield, of-p 10 
Gene Gray, 3b 43 
Ed Deaton, lb 37 
John McLeod, ss 38 
Walter Bartee, of 12 
Ashley Hil I, cf 41 
Joe Wi I son, lb-of 39 
Emory Mobley, 2b 25 
Joe Tarpley, c 32 
Marvin Hatcher, p 16 
Hugh Stephenson, inf 16 

TOTALS 343 

VALOOSTA STAlE 
1956 Ba seba II 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 2 - lost 8 

R H BI 
4 8 
1 3 
6 12 
3 10 
4 10 
1 3 
5 10 
4 8 
3 5 
6 6 
4 3 

2 

42 82 

AVG. 
.400 
.300 
.279 
.270 
.263 
.250 
.244 
.205 
.200 
.188 
.188 
.125 

.239 

(Chip Washington, p 7-2, .286; Billy Watson, c 4-0, 
2-0, .000; Jimmy Devane, p 1-0, .000) 

WON LOST PCT • 
Marvin Hatcher 2 5 • 286 
Charles Sheffield 0 1 .000 
Chip Washington 0 2 .000 

TOTALS 2 8 .200 

(L) VSC 4, Florida Southern ...... 5 
( L) VSC 0, Flor i da Southern ........ 6 

VSC 8, North Georgia .............. 1 
( L) VSC 8, North Georgia .............. 9 
(L) VSC 5, Piedmont ........................ 6 
(L) VSC 1 , Georgia Teachers ...... " 10 
(L) VSC 1 , Georgia Teachers ........ 8 

VSC 10, Piedmont ........................ 6 
(L) VSC 2, Piedmont ........................ 3 
(L) VSC 3, North Georgia .............. 13 

2B 3B HR SB 

y--

.000; Garmon Joiner, 1b 

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those 
game results available, ar~ calculated into statistics. Only games versu~ • 
senior, degree-granting, c)lleqe institutions are calculated into statistics. 

Georgia Teachers is now Geor ~ia Southern. 



JO ANN DANIEL 
Montezuma, Ga. 
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Noel George, ss 
Gerald Delaney, 3b 
Emory Mobley, 2b 
As h 1 ey Hill, c f 
Joe Tarpley, c 
Johnny Purvis, If-lb 
Bob McElvey, p-of 
Bennie James, of 
Dickie Allen, rf 
Joe Wilson, lb 
Chip Washington, p 

TOTALS 

(Ben Wood, rf 7-1 , 
.000; Jim Hathaway, lb 

Bob McElvey 
Jack Rowe 
Chip Washington 

TOTALS 

AB 
31 
32 
30 
25 
33 
29 
20 
10 
28 
14 
16 

296 

VALillSTA STATE 
1957 Baseball 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 2 - lost 7 

R H BI 
12 13 
2 10 
7 8 
6 6 
5 7 
2 6 
4 4 
1 2 
1 4 
2 2 
1 a 

46 64 

AVG. 
.419 
.313 
.267 
.240 
.212 
.207 
.200 
.200 
.143 
.1 LI3 
.000 

.216 

. 143; A.J. Jarvis, rf 9-1 , . 111 ; 
3-0, .000; Jack Bates, 2b 1-0, 

WON LOST PCT. 
2 2 .500 
a 2 .000 
a 3 .000 

2 7 .222 

(L) vsc 7, Flor ida Southern ....... 15 
(l) vsc 5, Flor ida Southern ..... 7 
(L) VSC 6, Piedmont ............... 9 

vsc 8, Piedmont ................. 7 
(L) vsc 6, North Georgia ............ 8 
(L) vsc 3, North Georgia .......... 6 
(L) VSC 1 , Jacksonv ill e .............. 4 

vsc 8, Piedmont ....................... 7 
(l) vsc 2, No!·th Georgia .............. 3 

2B 3R HR SB 

Jack Rowe, p 8-0, 
.000) 

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those 
game results available, are calculate! into statistics. Only games versus 
senior, degree-granting, college inst;tutions are calculated into statistics. 
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1957 RESlJI'IE 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

On paper, the 1957 edition of the baseball Rebels appeared as a "sure-fire" 
winner. Noel George was back (after a year at South Carol ina to play football), 
and would play short. Emory Mobley was at second, and while he was known 3S 

"good-field, no-hit," he was tough in the clutch. Gerald Delaney, one of the 
school's best ever players, was at third, with Johnny Purvis and Joltin' Joe 
Wilson sharing duties at first. The veteran Ashley Hill was in center, with 
Dickie Allen in right, and Purvis, Bennie James, and Bob McElvey sharing left. 

Behind the plate was super catcher Joe Tarpley. All of this and a dismal 
2-7 record. The Rebels were a good fielding team, with soundness at all positions, 
but the hitting fell to an all-time low (.216). Even with anemic hitting, the 
team could have made it, but there was NO pitching; none at all. McElvey (2-2) 
won the Rebels' only two games (beating Piedmont twice), but neither was a gem. 

George (.419), and Delaney (.313) led the hitters, while Hill (.240) and 
Tarpley supplied the power, but VSC's pitching held opponents under six runs in 
only two games. The schedule was tougher too. Florida Southern was a major 
power, while Jacksonville, and North Georgia were very respectable small-college 
teams. 

As in previous years the Rebels did fare very well against junior college 
competition, winning 7 of 10 games. But even these were slugfests, with VSC's 
hitters faced every contest with outscoring an opponent with superior pitching.' 

Back row: Coach Cottingham, Joh.my Pur"is, Dew3'ne Skiles, Jack Rowe, Jack nates. S.,cond 
row: Ashley Hill, Jim Stovacl, Joe Tarpley. Fr nt row: Jim Hathaway, Ben '''ood. 
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Johnny Purvis, 3b 
Joe Tarpley, c 
Buddy Wilburn, rf 
Ashley Hill, cf 
Ben Wood, 1b 
Eddie Herndon, 2b 
Dickie Allen, ss 
Lamar Pearson, If 

TOTALS 

(Jack Rowe, p 
3-0, .000; B ill 
Hampton, ph 1-0, 

Marvin Hatcher 
Jack Rowe 
Mike Hampton 

TOTALS 

AB 
17 
12 
9 

13 
13 
17 
14 
17 

129 

VAl.J)QSTA STAlE 
1958 Baseball 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 2 - lost 5 

R H BI 
4 6 
2 4 
0 3 
5 4 
2 4 
3 5 
5 4 
3 4 

28 35 

AVG. 
.353 
.333 
.333 
.308 
.308 
.294 
.286 
.235 

.271 

5-1, .200; Will a rd Griffis, 2b 4-0, 
Hay, 2b 2-0, .000; Jim Hathaway, 1b 

.000) 

WON LOST PCT. 
1 1 .500 
1 2 .333 
0 2 .000 

2 5 .286 

(L) VSC 6, Stetson .......... 15 
( L) VSC 9, North Georgia .... 18~': 
(L) VSC 5, Piedmont 6-" . . . . . . . . . .. 

VSC 11 , Piedmont ......... 6 
(L) VSC 2, Mercer ............ 5~': 

VSC 9, Jacksonville 5 
(L) VSC 2, Jacksonv i 11 e ..... 10 

\ 

2B 3B HR SB 

.000; Marvin Hatcher, p 
2-0, .000; Mike 

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those 
game results available, ar~ calculated into statistics. Only games versus 
senior, degree-granting, cJllege institutions are calculated into statistics. 

*denotes that no batting statistics are available for this particular game. 
1958 was VSC's first year in the Georgia Conference, and unfvrtunately of 
all the early years of Reb:!! baseball, 1958 has the least information avail
able. The Rebels finished 1-2 in the Conference this season. 



1958 RESUVE 
VAll)()STA STATE REBELS 

1958 was continued disaster for Valdosta State baseball. The loss of Noel 
George, and Gerald Delaney, plus the sitting-out of Emory Mobley hurt the team 
immeasureably. Marvin Hatcher (1-1) returned for his final season on the mound, 
but received little help from Jack Rowe (1-2), and Mike Hampton (0-2). 

The team's hitting was its main forte, with all the regulars over the .286 
mark. Third-baseman Johnny Purvis (.353), led the club, with Joe Tarpley (.333), 
Buddy Wilburn (.333), Ben Wood (.308), and Ashley Hill (.308) close behind. 

Even a 205 record was remarkable, considering that every opponent scored 
at least five runs, with three teams going into double didgets. The season;s 
lone bright spot was a 9-5 win over small-college power Jacksonville, behind 
Hatcher, aided by the clutch hitting of Purvis and Hill. Stetson, North Georgia, 
and Mercer brightened their seasons; with convincing wins at the Rebels expense. 

This was Coach Cottingham;s final year at the helm of the baseball team, 
and also marked the school's entrance into the Georgia Intercollegiate Baseball 
Conference. The conference would expand into basketball in 1959, and encompass 
other sports in the 1960's. VSC ended 1-2, in the conference, this first year, 
with strong North Georgia winning the championship. 

While Coach Cottingham did not produce winning teams regularly, and was 
often kidded about his driving, all of his former players would agree that he 
personified a Christian character. He was deeply religious, and insisted upon 
fair play, and good sportsmanship. His presence at the head of VSC's athletic 
program brought praise for the college, from the community and sport opponents 
a like. 

His athletes, like all athletes, however, spawned a great area in regard 
to philosophy, temperment, and actions. One of the more humorous notes occured 
on a road-trip in 158. The team was staying together in a barracks arrangement, 
with chatter among the players, as everyone was preparing for bed. Coach 
Cottingham, as was his habit, knelt by his bed to say his nightly prayers. One 
of the players, over the din of his teammates, was attempting to ask the coach 
a question. After repreated attempts, of which Coach Cottingham was unaware 
because of his pre-occupation with his prayers, the player blurted out, " God
damn it Coach, are you listening." Such are baseball players. 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Mr. William M. Gabard 
A.B., M.A. 

Auociate Profeuor of 
Hf.,tory 

Miss Mildred M. Price 
A.B., A.M. 

Associate ProfeuoT of 
History 

Dr. J. Ralph Thaxton 
A.B., M.A., Ph.D. 

Professor of H,story 

Mrs. Joe Wisenbaker 
A.B., M.S.Ed. 

Associate Professor of 
Sociology 

Dr. J. A. Durrenberger 
A.B., A.M., Ph.D. 

Pro/e •. wl· of Sociology 

" 
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Kneeling: Willard Griffis, Lamar Pl!<lrson, Joe Tarpley, Dick Allen, John Purvis, Marvin Hatcher. Standing: Ashley Hill, Jack Rowe, Ben Wood, Edd;e Herndon, Mike 
Hampton, Buddy Wilburn, Willie Hay, Coach Colling ham. 

WOMEN'S 
RESIDENCE 

HALL COUNCIL 

GLENDA ELLIS 

Second Vice-President 

KA THERINE BELL 

Social Ch'airman 

DOTTIE ALFORD 

President 

ELAINE BARBER 

Secretary-Treasurer 

MARILYN MILLER 

First Vice-President 
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SAUNDRA HARDIN 
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1959 RESlt1E 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

The 1958-1959 year in Valdosta State athletic history was a "turning
point" of sorts. The college hired Gary Colson, from near-by Dasher, fresh 
out of David Lipscomb (Tenn.) College, to coach basketball, and also handle 
baseball in the Spring. Colson immediately recruited some talented round-ball 
players, and used them in baseball too . 

Colson was not a fantastic baseball coach (his love for basketball super
ceded everything else), but had some players who knew the game, and he also 
embarked the Rebels on their best schedule ever. Practices, however, did not 
radically change from the Cottingham era, as freshman Tommy Thomas recalled: 
"I remember several days that Coach Colson called practice, and only Joe Tarpley, 
Emory Mobley, and I were there." 

From the basketball Rebs, Colson had "Big" Buck Ethredge (.333 and 6-3 on 
the hill), shortstop Hansel Faulkner (.317), and outfielders Willard Griffis, 
and Dewey Hulsey. Senior back-stop Tarpley (.313), and second-baseman Mobley 
(.250) added college experience to the squad. Ethredge threw three (still a 
school record, although often tied) shut-outs, as the Rebels ended with a 10-11 
slate. 

VSC started very slow, losing 8 of their first 10, including four games in 
the conference (each conference team was to play each other conference team twice, 
with only the first-game of home-and-home doubleheaders counting as a conference 
fray). Ethredge then shut-out Berry, and the Rebs eventually finished 6-5 in the 
GIAC. 

Included in the team's wins during the season was a 12-4 thumping of soon
to-be arch-rival West Georgia, and a decision over powerful Jacksonville (4-0), 
behind an Ethredge whitewashing. The worst loss in the school's history also 
occurred this year. Mercer won a 24-0 laugher, in a g3me that saw VSC unable to 
execute either offensively, or defensively. 

TOMMY THOMAS---PITCHER AND CATCHER 

!ill 

BUCK ETHRIDGE, PITCHEH AND CATCHER 



AB 
Buck Ethredge, of-p 51 
Hansel Faulkner, ss 60 
Joe Tarpley, c 48 
Lamar Pearson, cf 59 
Emory Mobley, 2b 48 
Tommy Thomas, 3b-p 53 
Will a rd G r iff is, If 31 
Dewey Hulsey, rf 38 
Mike Hampton, 1b-p 24 
James David, 1b 23 

TOTALS 418 

(Jimmy Harrington, rf 14-4, 
Wi 1 son, 3b 5-0, .000; Jerry 
ph 1-0, .000) 

Buck Ethredge 
Mike Hampton 
Tommy Thomas 

TOTALS 

(L) VSC 2, Piedmont .................... 
(L) vsc 4, Piedmont .................... 
(L) vsc 3, Mercer ........................ 
(L) VSC 6, Stetson ...................... 

vsc 13, Stetson .................... 
(L) VSC 2, Oglethorpe ................ 
(L) VSC 1 , Jacksonv i 11 e ............ 

VSC 5, North Georgia .......... 
(L) VSC 0, Piedmont ................... 
(L) VSC 3, North Georgia . .. .. .. .. 

VSC 11 , Berry .......................... 

VAI...1XlSTA STAlE 
1959 Baseball 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 10 - lost 11 

R H 
8 17 

14 19 
11 15 
10 15 
9 12 
7 13 
4 7 
4 6 
4 3 
0 2 

73 113 

.286; Ray Moore, 
Studdard, If 4-0, 

WON LOST 
6 3 
2 4 
2 4 

10 11 

4 vsc 
8 (L) vsc 

11 vsc 
7 vsc 

11 vsc 
14 vsc 

8,': (L) VSc 
3 (L) vsc 
6 vsc 
7 VS: 
0 

BI AVG. 
12 .333 
6 .317 
9 .313 
4 .254 
3 .250 
5 .245 
3 .226 
1 .158 
4 .125 
0 .087 

49 .270 

1b 10-0, .000; Joe 
.000; ,Je r ry Ha ncock t 

PCT. 
.667 
.333 
.333 

.476 

6, Berry .. .......................... 3 
0, Tampa .. .......................... 5 
5, Tampa .. .......................... 4 

12, West Georgia .. ............ 4 
8, Berry .. .......................... 0-" " 
4, Jacksonville . ............ 0": 
0, 11ercer .. ....................... 24,': 
6, Oglethorpe 9-" .. ................ " 

9, Shorter .. ....... '" ........... 0-" " 
7, Sho rter .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0-" .. 

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statisticj available, are shown. * de
notes that no batting statistics ar~ aVdilable for this particular ga~e. RBI'~, 
doubles, triples, home runs, and st,)len base ~atistics were not 3vailable. 
Only the winning, or losing, pitcher was avail"ble re: pitching statistics. 
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3 
10 
17 

"" 

'r 
8 
15 
22 
29 

4 
11 
18 
25 

DIAN! HIOGINIOTHAM 
Valdolla, Georgia 

JANUARY 1960 ... 
4 
11 
18 
25 

... 
2 
9 
16 
23 
30 

'" . .. ,., 
5 6 7 

12 13 14 
19 20 21 
26 27 28 

,ENNY WILLIAMS (A6lT) 
Vold.lla, Geofgia 

MAY 1960 >u, 4' '" 3 5 
10 11 12 
17 18 19 
24 25 26 
31 

IAII ... I ... WAlICt! 
VaI4o.ta, Georgia 

.. , 
1 
8 
15 
22 
29 

.. , 
6 
13 
20 
27 

SEPTEMBER 1960 
••• lUI WID TillY flU 

1 2 
5 6 7 8 9 

12 13 14 15 16 
19 20 21 22 23 
26 27 28 29 30 

'iT 
9 

16 
23 
30 

'ir 
14 
21 
28 

'3 
10 
17 
24 

VIRGINIA lAM) (KA) 
Tho ..... nille. Georgio 

FEBRUARY 1960 
"'i" 'il WaD '4' '5' 'iT 

7 8 
14 15 
21 22 
28 29 

5 6 
12 13 
19 20 
26 27 

9 10 11 
16 17 18 
23 24 25 

JfAN ~lIl1PS (Kid 
lyonl, Georgia 

JUNE 1960 
TUI Will '2 
7 8 9 
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branr; lS netleverl . 
. In TheSoftSell~ 

JApproacll To Life 
By JULIAN MILLER 

Billy Grant built Valdosta State College's 
Blazer Field baseball park with his own two 
hands. But he built the VSC athletic 
programs with his personality and deter
mInation. 

Grant, the 4B-year-old athletic director at 
VSC, takes absolutely no credit for the 
tremeDCious success the athletic program 
has enjoyed. But his co-workers give it all to 
him. 

A Valdosta native who has alw 1Iys excelled 
in everything from athletics and girls to 
charming the fangs off a rattlesllake, Grant 
takes a back seat to most of the action in the 
school's athletic department. 

It's part of his philosophy. 
Some may think it laziness or disinterest 

on Grant's part that his coaches are left to 
fend for themselves. But most of them vow 
they would rather ha ve it that way. And they 
all inSist Grant has always been there when 
they needed him. 

rie.smallersl 
'~~~.:.:.:.:.:.; .:;:;:;;;:;:;;;:.:;:.:;:.:.:;~;:.:.:.:.:;:.:;:;:.:;:;::::::;::;:::::::::::::.:.:.: .. ':':':':':':':':':':':', .:.i.::: 
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"I call it the soft touch," Grant says. "I 
don't believe in ordering people around. I 
helieve in asking them in a nice way. And if 
you do, it'll get done." 
. Grant's the first to admit that doesn't 
&lways work sO well. 
. "Take Tommy (Thomas, VSC's baseball 
Coach), I can turn anything over to Tommy 
and it'll get done. Other people ... well, I 
might have to prod them a little. But always 
with the soft touch." 

The soft touch Is the major part of Grant's 
easy-going attitude. But don't confuse the 
Soft touch with weakness. Once Grant has his 
~ind made up, it's not likely to change 
easily. 
: Lyndal Worth found that·out the hard way 
when she was hired to start the girls 
basketball program at the Ichool. 
: When she first took over the helm of the 
Lady Blazers, she had a giant's goals with a 
inidget's pocketbook. But when she 
~emanded more equal treatment with the 
men, Grant put his foot down. 
" "He stood his ground," Mrs. Worth recalls. 
!II guess I just had to learn he was the boss. 
the only time he ever raised his voice to me 
~.swhen I lost my temper at him. I guess 
you could say be responded in kind . 
.. "I iuppose 1 had backed him into a 'corner. 
But ~er than that instance, he has never 
been anything but aperfeet gentleman 
~d me. And he didn't seem to hold a 
~dge because Of it.". .. .. 
, VSC's coaches have It free liand with their 
~ram. And most of them have become 

super successful beca use of it. 
"Billy believes in giving a coach a certain 

amount of responsibility and allowinl him to 
work it the way he thinks best," lIlid Dr. 
Dave Waples, head coach of the cross 
country Blazers. '. -: 

"He's there if you need him. If not, he's 
not there pressuring you every day. It's a lot 
easier'tQ work under those conditions." 

"Billy's not always lOoking over your 
shoulder," said Mrs. Worth. "In fact, 1 guess 
the thing I like best about worklnlunderhim 
is the freedom I have." 

Grant got his break when he was young 
and he has never forgotten it. When he g~s 
lOOking for a new coach he usually ends up 
with a young one with unproven talents. And 
they' usually fare quite well. 

One of those was Thomas, who Grant 
watched through high school and college an 
finally offered a job to even thoug}\' 
Thomas didn't plan to go Into the coaching 
field . 
. "Billy told me if I ever wanted to come 

back and coach he Would do his darndest to 
help me," the super successful Thomas: 
recalls. . 

"He's the kind of guy who will give you 
anything he has." 

Success has always been associated with 
Grant. Even in his high school days, Billy 
was never one to give uup. 

"He was a high school All·Ameriean in 
both football and baseball," tecalled former 
Valdosta High School coach Wright 
Bazemore. 

"He was a great competitior ... had all the 
ability in the world in football and baseball 
but not much in basketball. Except that he 
was a scrapper. 

"Billy was really too short to be a great 
basketball player. But he made up for it with 
his scrapping. He could dribble and shoot 
with the best of 'em." 

Bazemore judged his stars by the fire in 
their. eyes and Grant, he rec~lls, had more 
than anyone else. . 

"He'd scrap your eyes out in everything 
from football to marbles :to tie-tac-toe," 
Bazemore said. "That's what made him such 
a great athlete. On top of everything else he 
was willing to work for it." . 

Grant, the quarterbaCK on the VHS team in 
the late '408, spent many a Saturday and 
Sunday throwing passes to his best friend,. 
Sonny Stephenson, when the Wildcats were 
facing a big game, Bazemore recalled. 

And because of it, .both.of them wound up 
wi th footballscholarshi ps to Georgia. 

There he started one football ,arne for the 
Bulldogs and promptly broke a bone in his 
aQkle, ending his career. 

Grant, Who played semi-pro baseball for a 
short time, can remember only one con
troversystnce faIdng over the AD job at VSC; 

It involv~ another department head ~ . 
just didn't'get Mlong with hlm. others sa,· 
Grant's easy-going attitude let the depart-

.. 

I 



1960 PESUJVE 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

In the Fall of 1959, Valdosta State added Bill Grant to its athletic 
department. Grant was to assume the role of both Athletic Director and baseball 
coach, releasing Gary Colson to coach just basketball. A famil iar sports figure 
in Valdosta, Grant had been a great high school star in football, basketball, and 
baseball. making high school All-America in both the former, and latter. At the 
University of Georgia he had continued success, being both a football and baseball 
starter, before coming home to join the Valdosta High School athletic staff in 
1958. 

Bill Grant was (and still is) a winner. He saw a challenge in attempting 
to build a winning Rebel baseball team, and his first task was to construct a home 
field. Begging, and borrowing tools and suppl ies, from area merchants, and with 
some help from the college's maintenance department, he built a baseball field 
(it was fully completed for the 1962 season) on VSC's North campus. The field 
would eventually become one of the top college baseball facil ities in the nation. 

Grant's next job was to turn a los ing program into a wi nner. 1'1 knew that 
we had some good athletes on campus, and I went to Presidept (Ralph) Thaxton, and 
ask who was elgible to play," Grant said. "President Thaxton told me that any VSC 
student was elgible to play," Grant stated, "and I took this as the rule. I really 
wasn't aware of any conference rules; plus, we hadn't joined the NAIA as yet." 

The above discourse doesnlt mean much until you learn more about Coach Grant's 
1960 team. Back was Buck Ethredge (who would go 7-1 on the hill, with a 1.26 ERA), 
along with other 1959 returnees in Tommy Thomas (.354), Willard Griffis (.235), and 
Hansel Faulkner (.169). Newcomers included the veteran ~rald Delaney (.273), back 
from the 1957 club; outfielders Johnny Mcintyre (.196), Joe Brock (.188), and Sonny 
Taylor (.174), and first-baseman Steve Chitty (.182). 

Three other players, not mentioned above, however, formed the nucleus of the 
team. Emory Mobley (.182), back for his "fifth season" at second, sol idified as 
strong an infield that VSC has ever presented. Pitching ace Steve Kebler(7-3, 
1.93 ERA), fresh from three years of "professional" ball, wHh Ethredge formed as 
sol id a 1-2 pitching tandum as the Rebels ever had. First-baseman James Jennings 
(.314), also a former "professional" player, played only the home-games, but hit 
with tremendous power. 

The 1960 team was a strong club throughout, even though they hit only .228 as 
',- a squad. The hitting was timely (as Thomas, Jennings, Ethredge, and Delaney hit 

w~U in the clutch), the fielding top-notch, and the pitching (1.64 team ERA) as 
gooda"'§--aflY V~C team ever. The Rebels went 15-5 on the year, which also saw a 
championship 9-2,~LI\.C mark. Included were two conference wins over West Georgia, 
on twin shut-out3 by Kebler--and..Ethredge, and 15 wins in the last 17 outings (the 
li\ebels dropped the first three games of their Florida swing). , .... 

Of course, VSC 
ed the loudest, and 
forfeit any games. 

did not retain the conferenc~ championship. West Georgia squawk
the Rebs abdicated the thron'~, even though they did not officially 
Piedmont c I a imed the tit 1 e a ~ter the Rebel fa 1 L"~' 

'~~~', 



·ent bead take advantage of him. But he 
:",fuses to believe it. 

HI don't think that's it," said Grant, who 
:we but refuses to,even discuss the matter. "It 
,wal jutt a perso,ality conflict. That's all" 
;'~Wben VSC netded a baseball field, it was 
Grant who clhnbed aboard an old rusty 
,~actor hardly ready for· anything but the 
:junk yard and built one. 
; Today that same Blazer Field is one of the 
'bi!tst parks for a school this size in the 
~untry. 

"I had taken the cross country team to 
California one year when someone saw my 
;VSC jacket and said 'Hey Valdosta, say hey 
~Bi11yGrant for me," Waples recalls. 
. "That's the way Billy is. People know him 

all over the country." 
Although he stays away from the actual 

team decisions, Grant is always along when 
one of his teams hits the road to the playoffs 
of aJ1yaort. 

Frpm janitor to college president, Grant 
tre_ihtm all aUke. And all give him the 
"mel'ellpiee~. ~ 

In Cb.ttanooga, Tenn., one year during 
Post season basketball playoffs, Grant threw 
a party in his motel room attended by the 
presidents of the other schools involved. 
, Tbe next night he struck up'a conversation 

with a student from the school VSC was 
plaJin. and within minutes had a friend for 
life; . 

The 8tudent took several color pictures of 
the team for Grant and ended up" insis ting on 
drivln.· Grant and company across town 
after the game. 

People who know him say Grant has the 
uncanny ability to set his ,own feeling'> aside 
to keep aco~ head in almost anything. 

The fact ",as proven several years ago 
When his wife Marge died of cancer. Sick for. 
several y.,ars, she had cllmg to life with 
Grant by her side several months longer 
than doctors felt she would. 

At th,t time Grant rarely talked about the 
situation. But when he did, it showed a rather 
Wlique outlook. 

"We -jutt take each day as it com('s," he 
said, lIbowing all the feeling he had llsually 
kept hidden. "She has her good days and her 
bad days. We try to make the most of them 
an." 

Loekinl back on his wife's deatt. now, 
Grant recalls the philosophy he used juring 
those times. 
, "It's tough," he admitted. "But thln~s like 

that happen to everyone. Just look around. 
You might feel sad for yourself at times. But 
go into any hospital and you'll see 100 other 
cases just like yours." 

Grant said knowing what was happeninl 
made the end result easier to accept. 

"My wife was a very brave woman," he 
said. "She knew and we '~ew what was 
goinl to bappen, We just rlidn1 know when. 

"When things happen Iudtolenly and 
without warning, I would imagine it tjlkes 
quite a bit out of you. When· you know it is 
going to happen it's a little different. 

"You hate to say 'I'm glad it happened the 
way it did.' But I think it was best for all 
concerned that she went the way she did ... 
without pain. She never knew exactly what 
happened." 

Just as Grant was able to keep those 
feelings suppressed, he is a com plete failure 
at keeping his feelings hiddtft! when he's 
co~ching. .. 

Some say he has a recOrd(Ofb~incthrown 
out of baseball games. whfie hew~s head 
coach oUhe Rebels (VSC'. aid fliekname). 

Grant recalls them all andl»lamelihem on 
"bad calls by the umpires!' OQe that really 
stands out In his mind is a trip to Lakeland, 
Fla., where he was ordered out of lbe game 
and the ballpark as well. 

The action was avenged when the team bus 
waB parked in a nearby o~nge grove and 
players filled it with oranges bef<lre leaving 
for Valdosta, some say. , 

Ask anyone on Grant's Itaffaud they'll 
agree with him that his greatest strongpoint 
is his ability to get along with people. 

Ask them his greatest weakness and 
they'll hem and haw - despite the fad that 
they sometimes gripe about being given too 
much freedom. 

"I don't like being indoors," admits Grant, 
trying to criticize himself. "I don't like 
teaching in a classroom. And I gueEs it 
usually shows when I do." 

Waples is the only staff member who 
would venture a guess into Grant's 
weaknesses. He says its a maUL'!' 'Of 
organization. Not that Grant d"cesn't ha.ve 
any. He just doesn't Uke it 

"I juat don't think Billy W!a~8 to be an 
,0rgJ> lli;-.ed a& be has to be," Waples s.id. 
,"Do,l't get me wrong. He is ol'jtanizaed. I .,/ 
,just oon 'tthink he likes it." _ 

Mty be. But the VSC uthleti( I)rog'am's __ " 

tra:~ record sW'e doesn'~ t~~W'it_~ __ ', ''-'~.=.J 
--------------------------

.. . 



AB 
Tommy Thomas, c 65 
James Jennings, 1b 35 
Buck Ethredge, p-inf 67 
Gerald Delaney, 3b 66 
Willard Griffis, of 34 
Johnny Mcintyre, cf 56 
Joe Brock, 1 f 32 
Emory Mobley, 2b 44 
Steve Chitty, 1b 22 
Steve Keb 1 e r , p 28 
Sonny Taylor, of 23 
Hansel Faulkner, ss 71 

TOTALS 583 

(Jimmy Harrington, of 11-2, 
Norman, cf 16-1 , .063; Jerry 

G 
Buck Ethredge 8 
Tommy Thomas 3 
Steve Kebler 10 

TOTALS 20 

(L) VSC 
(l) vsc 
(L) VSC 

vsc 
vsc 
vsc 
vsc 
vsc 
vsc 
VSC 

( l) VSC 
VSC 
VSC 

(L) VSC 
VSC 
vsc 
VSC 
VSC 

• VSC 
VSC 

VALOOSTA STAlE 
1960 Baseba 11 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 15 -- lost 5 

R H BI 
9 23 10 

11 11 3 
11 19 18 
9 18 7 
6 8 1 
7 11 9 
3 6 2 

12 8 5 
3 4 2 
2 5 ') .... 
2 4 1 

15 12 5 

92 133 65 

AVG. 
.354 
.314 
:284 
.273 
.235 
.196 
.188 
· 182 
· 182 
.179 
· 174 
.169 

.228 

.182 ; Ralph Berryhill, c 

2B 
3 
4 
1 
4 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
1 

15 

6-1 , 
Greenwald, 1b 7-0, .000) 

IP H R ER BB SO 
64.1 37 13 9 11 67 
16 9 10 3 9 13 
79 52 20 17 24 75 

159. 1 98 43 29 44 155 

0, Flor ida Southern ......... 6 
2, Florida Southern .......... 3 
0, Tampa ................................ 3 
4, Tampa ................................ 3 
4, Piedmont ......................... 3 
8, Jacksonv i 11 e ................. 6 

13, Taylor .............................. 1 
13, North Georgia ................ 3 

1 , Oglethorpe ...................... 0 
2, Jacksonville .................. 1 
1 , Oglethorpe ...................... 3 
3, West Georgia .................. 0 
4, West Georgia .................. 0 
0, Piedmont .......................... 6 
3, Georgi<l State ................ 0 
8, Georg iiI State ................ 0 
9, Sh:>rter ........................... 1 
4, Sh:>rter .. .. .. .. .. ~ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 
5, Berry ~ .............................. 3 
8, Berry . ........ .. ................ 0 

3B HR SB 
1 1 5 
4 0 7 
1 2 1 
1 0 5 
0 0 10 
0 0 11 
0 0 3 
0 1 1 
0 0 2 
0 0 0 
0 0 2 
2 0 16 

9 4 64 

.167 ; Jerry 

W-L E.R.A. 
7-1 1.26 
1-1 1.68 
7-3 1.93 

15-5 1.64 



First row, leit to right: Emory Mobley, capt.; ~erald J?elaney, capt.; Buck Ethridge~ Jimmy ~a.rrington, Jerry Norman. Second row: James Jennings, Tommy 
Thomas, Buddy Brock, Sonny Taylor, Steve Chitty. Thlrd row: Johnny McIntyre, WIllard Gnffls, Steve Kebler, Hansel Faulkner. Back row: Billy Grant, 
coach; Mike LaHood, manager. 

.. , 



The Big "Put one in his ear," STEVE KEBLER! 
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1961 ffSUME 
VAU·OSTA STATE REBELS 

The I 361 ~eason was as dism~l as the 1960 campaign had been exciting. Coach 
Grdnt's t~)OP5 dipped to an 8-15 log, and stood at 3-14 at one point in the year. 
Gone were 5uper-mound-studs Buck fthredge, and Steve Kebler, and the team ERA 
balooned t.) 4. 1 4 . 

Hitting wise, only catcher lornmy Thomas (.313) suppl ied any consistency, 
while the team average hovered at the .230 mark. The squad could only manage 
18 extra-b.1se-hits, and eight of these (four each) belonged to freshmen Joe 
Dixon (3b), and Angelo DeVivo (S5). 

Team fielding was haphazard, and led to the demise of frosh pitchers, Mike 
Perry (3-6}, and Herman Hudson (2-'5), who were forced to pitch all of the IIbigll 
games. Cuitur'll shock caught Coach Grant1s young team early, as they dropped 
three game~ ea~h to major powers Vanderbilt, and Florida Southern. 

Wins over Jacksonville, Erskine, and Mercer salvaged some pride for the 
Rebels in their first 17 encounters, but they were el iminated from Georgia 
Conference contention early, with double-dip losses to both North Georgia and 
Piedmont. VSC raIl ied in the late season to finish 5-5 in the league. 

TOMMY THOMAS-PITCHER AND CATCHER" 
If,1 ., 

" .. ""'1 ft. 

STEVE CHITTY, FIRST BASEMAN 



VALIDSTA STAlE 
1961 Ba seba I I 

FINA~ STATISTICS 
won -- lost 15 

AB 2B 
.... 

~ H BI AV~. )B HR SB 
Robert Bailey, p 35 12 5 .3 2 3 a 1 2 
Tommy Thomas, c-lb 80 14 25 14 .313 1 1 a 6 
Joe Dixon, 3b 75 14 22 10 .293 1 1 1 3 
Angelo DeVivo, ss 63 16 18 12 .286 1 4 a 2 
Johnny Mcintyre, cf 68 11 18 4 .267 1 a a 10 
Jerry Norman, If 62 6 14 6 .226 1 0 a 2 
Steve Chitty, 2b 69 9 15 4 .217 a 1 a 3 
Mike Perry, p-lb 64 1 11 7 .172 a a a 2 
Jimmy Hicks, rf 54 6 6 5 . 111 a a a 1 
Herman Hudson, p 41 2 3 a .073 a a a a 

TOTALS 679 92 156 77 .230 8 8 2 32 

(Doug Winters, utI 11-3, .273; Jerry Greenwald, lb 17-4, .236; Lamar 
Pearson, of 6-1 , .167; Jerry Johnson, p 15-2, .133 ; Kelly Raulerson, lb 
19-2, .105) 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A. 
Robert Ba i ley 4 29.2 28 21 12 19 10 2-2 3.64 
Mike Perry 11 73.1 66 57 31 53 48 3-6 3.80 
Herman Hudson 9 56.1 60 45 29 18 27 2-5 4.63 .. 

TOTALS 23 185 179 143 85 96 95 8-15 4. 14 

(Jerry Johnson 1-1 , 3.37; Tommy Thomas 0-1, 4.36; Lama r Pea rson 0-0, 
4.50; Joe Dixon a-a, 11 .59) 

( L) VSC 0, Florida Southern . . . . 3 VSC 8, Mercer .............. a 
(L) VSC 4, Vanderb i It · ......... 5 (L) VSC 6, Mercer .............. 14 
( L) VSC 1 , Vanderb i I t · ......... 4 ( L) VSC 3, Jacksonv ill e · ....... 6 
(L) VSC 6, Vanderb i I t · ......... 11 (L) VSC 3, Piedmont . ........... 4 
( L) VSC 0, Flor ida Southern .... 8 (L) VSC 3, Piedmont . ........... 5 
( L) VSC 0, Florida Southern ... . 4 VSC 8, Shorter ............. 2 

VSC 4, Jacksonville . . . . . . . . 1 VSC 7, Shorter ............. 5 
(L) VSC 6, Stetson · ............ 16 VSC 9, West Georgia · ....... 5 
(L) VSC 2, Stetson · ............ 18 (L) VSC 0, West Georgia · ....... 7 

VSC 7, Erskine · ............ 3 VSC 2, Berry ............... 0 
(L) VSC 5, North Georgia . . . . . . . 15 VSC 7. Berry ............... 3 
(L) VSC 1 , North Georgia ....... 4 
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1962 RESUME 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

Hope ran high for a great 1962 season, as Coach Grant counted on veterans 
Tommy Thomas, Angelo DeVivo, and Steve Chitty to steady a host of bright young 
recruits. Thomas (.343) led the team in hitting for the third consecutive year 
(a school record), while DeVivo (.324) hit with power, and played super defense 
at third. 

Chitty (.152) had a bad year at the dish, but formed with new, short-stop 
Bobby Speck (.333) a top double-death combination. But besides catcher Joe 
George (.302), and centerfielder Johnny Mcintyre (.284), the Rebels could muster 
I ittle other offense. A so-so batting avera~le of .254, was more than off-set by 
a lack of power (only two team HR1s, and 17 total extra-base knocks), and a 
pitching staff that just did not develop. 

Florida Southern and David Lipscomb bopped the Rebs to an early 0-4 chart, 
and the club could only recover to a 9-9 season log. Sophomore pitchers, Herman 
Hudson (4-2), and Mike Perry (3-3), were augmented by newcomers Wally Summers 
(2-3), and Kermit Hunnicutt (0-1) on the hill, but a team ERA of 3.35 demonstrated 
a lack of clutch hurl ing. 

Even with the poor start, a lack of power, and questionable pitching, VSC 
had a chance for its first-ever (official) Georgia Conference title. The team 
stood 4-0 in the loop (9-7 over-all), going into the last regular season games 
(at home) against league leader West Georgia. A two-game sweep would give the 
Rebels the crown. 

liThe best laid plans of mice and men .... " The Braves (as they would un
fortunately do in subsequent years) swept both games to win the championship. 
On May 18, West Georgia grabbed an 8-4 win, as Perry and Hudson saw them erupt 
for four runs in the third, and three in the fourth. VSC was held to six hits. 

The next day, the Carrolltonites overcame an early 4-1 Reb lead, exploding 
for four runs in the seventh against Summers, on their way to a 6-4 decision. 
Fittingly, Thomas, playing his last game of a super career, went 3x4 for the home
towners. 

• 

ROW: Tommy Thomas, Bryant Youmans, Ralph Brandham, Hal Worley, Kermit Hunnicut, Coach Grant. MIDDLE ROW: Jerry Johnson, Jimmy 
Bobby Speck, Lindey Evans, Eddie Bynum. TOP ROW: Walt Podine, Kelly Raulerson, Steve Chitty, Marcus Shipman, Preston Hodges, Jerry Norman, 

Sumners. 



• 

.. 
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AB 
Tommy Thomas, c-1b 67 
Bobby Speck, ss 57 
Angelo DeVivo, 3b 74 
Joe George, c 43 
Wally Summers, p 27 
Johnny Mcintyre, cf 67 
Herman Hudson, p 28 
Marcus Shipman, of 30 
Kermit Hunnicutt, rf 39 
Mike Perry, p-1b 33 
Steve Chitty, 2b 66 
Jerry Norman, 1 f 41 
Preston Hodges, of 18 

TOTALS 617 

Evans, 3b 7-2, .286; 

VAllllSTA STAlE 
19b2--Ba seba 11 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 9 - lost 9 

R H BI 
19 23 14 
16 19 16 
12 24 16 
5 13 6 
5 8 2 

15 19 6 
5 7 4 
3 7 6 
2 8 1 
3 6 6 

10 10 7 
5 5 1 
1 2 0 

108 157 89 

Robert Ba i ley, of 

AVG. 2B 3B HR SB 
.343 2 2 1 7 
.333 1 1 0 7 
.324 1 3 1 4 
.302 1 0 0 0 
.296 0 0 0 0 
.284 3 0 0 8 
.250 0 0 0 0 
.233 0 0 0 3 
.205 0 0 0 0 
.182 0 0 0 1 

. 152 0 0 0 4 

.146 0 0 0 

. 111 0 0 0 

.254 9 6 2 38 

13-3, .231 ; Skeeter Blanton, (Li ndy 
of 5-1 , .200; Kelly Raulerson, lb 1-0, .000; Jimmy Hicks, utl 1-0, .000) 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A. 
Kerm i t Hunn i cutt 1 9 6 2 1 0 3 0-1 1.00 
Wally Summers 10 48.1 48 32 16 21 25 2-3 2.98 
Herman Hudson 8 50.2 52 24 19 16 17 4-2 3.38 
Mike Perry 8 45 35 38 21 26 35 3-3 4.20 

TOTALS 18 153 141 96 57 63 80 9-9 3.35 

(L) VSC 4, Florida Southern ... .o • 6 
(L) VSC 5, Fl or i da Southern ...... 9 
(L) VSC 3, David Lipscomb ....... 11 
(L) VSC 1 , David Lipscomb ........ 2 

VSC 2, Vanderb i 1 t ............... 0 
( L) VSC 3, Mercer ................ 4 
(L) VSC 4, Florida Southern ..... 5 

VSC 3, Erskine ................. 2 
VSC 4, Erskine ............... 3 
VSC 11 , Mercer ................. 2 
VSC 9, Piedmont .............. 3 
VSC 11 , Piedmont .................. 6 
VSC 14, Berry ......................... 5 
VSC 3, Berry .................... 2 

(L) VSC 7, Stetson .o .... .o .......... .o .. .o 12 
VSC 16, Stetson .o.o.o.o ••• .o .. .o.o.o.o 10 

(L) VSC 4, West Geo.gia •• .o.o.o.o .. .o 8 
(L) VSC 4, West Georgia .......... 6 



FIRST ROW: William Grant (coach), Jerry Norman, Bobby Speck, Skeeter Blanton, Johnny Mcintyre. SECOND ROW: Wally Summers, Hal Worley (manager), Herman 
Hudson, Joe George, Robert Bailey. THIRD ROW: Mike Perry, Kermit Hunnicutt, Steve Chitty, Marcus Shipman, Tommy Thomas, Preston Hodges. 

". 



• 

• 



1963 PfSlt[ 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

1963 was the year of the "wreck." Although you might assume that the Rebels 
4-8 record that year was the "wreck," a far more serious happening curtailed the 
season, and left coach Bill Grant thanking his lucky stars that no one was serious-
ly injured. 

VSC began the year on an encouraging note, as sophomore, right-hander Herman 
Hudson beat Stetson 7-5, but from there everything went downhill. The team drop
ped its next five games, before the "wreck" came along. On a trip to Mercer, the 
team, travel ing in two athletic vans, was 10~miles South of Cordele, when the steer
ing rod on the back van broke. 

Coach Grant saw in his rear-view mirrow, the other van rolling-over-and-over 
on the road. He, of course, thought the wor~t, but except for a hip injury to 
pitcher Robert Hand (0-1), and a shoulder seperation to outfielder Bud Bridges 
(.200), and assorted cuts and bruises, no one was seriously injured. The team 
didn't continue to Mercer, but unfortunately traveled to Florida State, the next 
week, with a trimmed-down squad, and absorbed a 14-0 blasting. 

Bad luck continued as second-baseman Rusty Deavours (.273) was lost for the 
season with a broken finger, and freshman infielder-pitcher, Tommy Johnson (1-3) 
developed arm trouble. VSC finished their shortened season with a small-in-number 
team, and ended 2-2 in the GIAC. 

Warner Webb (.318) was the only hitter over the .300 mark, while Angelo 
DeVivo (.295) came close. The team batting average was .235, with a gigantic 
6.11 team ERA. Perhaps it is fortunate, from a winning standpoint, that several 
games had to be cancelled. 

• 

Letterman's FRONT ROW: Dennis Fike, Bobby Ritch, Herman Hudson, Bobby Speck, Warner Webb. BACK ROW: Chuck Bono
vitch, Ray McCully, Tommy Johnson, Preston Hodges. 



• 
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AB 
Warner Webb, 1b-c 44 
Angelo DeVivo, 3b 44 
Rusty Deavours, 2b 29 
Bobby Speck, cf 45 
Tommy Johnson, 2b-p 42 
Herman Hudson, p-1b 28 
Jimmy Pritchett, ss 48 
Robert Creel, 1 f 44 
Bud Bridges, rf 20 
Bobby Ritch, of 15 
Ke 11 y Ra u I e r so n , of 14 
Jerry Norman, c 21 

TOTALS 408 

(Lindy Evans, 3b 7-1 , • 143; 

VAl m~TA STAlE 
1 "963--Ba seba I I 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 4 - lost 8 

R H BI 
8 14 5 
8 13 14 
3 8 2 
9 12 5 

11 11 6 
6 7 2 
5 10 9 
8 9 4 
4 4 2 
3 3 2 
2 2 1 
3 2 2 

71 96 54 

Robert Hand, p 

AVG. 2B 3B HR SB 
.318 2 3 0 3 
.295 3 0 0 2 
.273 0 2 0 1 
.267 1 1 0 4 
.262 1 1 0 3 
.250 0 0 0 0 
.208 2 1 1 0 
.205 0 1 1 1 
.200 1 0 0 1 
.200 0 0 0 0 
. 143 1 0 0 0 
.095 0 0 0 1 

.235 12 9 2 17 

2-0, .000; Joe George, c 
2-0, .000; Preston Hodges, of 2-0, .000; Jake Rocker, uti 1-0, .000) 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A. 
Herman Hudson 8 58.2 60 37 29 20 26 3-4 4.45 
Tommy Johnson 7 36 49 49 30 22 13 1-3 7.50 
Robert Hand 3 7. 1 12 11 10 5 2 0-1 12.28 

TOTALS 12 101.2 121 97 69 47 41 4-8 6. 11 

VSC 7, Stetson ......................... 5 
(L) VSC 3, Stetson ........................... 8 
( L) VSC 7, Davi d Li pscomb .............. 11 
(L) VSC 5, David Lipscomb .............. 6 
( L) VSC 3, Erskine ........................... 9 
(L) VSC 4, Erskine .......................... 13 
(L) VSC 0, F10r ida State ................ 14 

VSC 12, Piedmont ......................... 0 
VSC 15, Piedmont ........ ~ ................ 3 
VSC 8, Mercer ......... ' ................ 5 

(L) VSC 4, Berry .............................. 5 
( L) VSC 3, Berry .. . ........ , ................ 18 



Action as Erskine spoils \'-SCTs--Homecoming game, 9-3. 



• 

Gerrie Amon reigns as Miss Tau Kappa Epsilon Calendar Girl for 1963-

1964 . 

, 

Representing the twelve months of the year on the TKE Calendar are, FIRST ROW: Dottie Thomas, Carole Wililamson, Gerrie Amon, Ruth Ann Roddey, and Glenda 
SECOND ROW: Patsy Newkam, Andrea Hobbs, Carol Gilson, Gail Thomas, laura Hobbs, Vicki Tatum and Nancy Smith. 



1964 RESUME 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

VSC ended 10-10 in 1964, finishing with a 4-6 Georgia Conference mark. A 
lack of hitting (the team batting mark was a miserable .232), and fielding led 
to a late-season downfall, after an early 4-2 won-lost log. 

The Rebels were able to end at the .500 mark only because of superb pitching, 
which saw a final team ERA of 1.45 (a school record, and 4th. best in the nation 
in '64). Southpaw, Mike Perry posted a 5-2 record, with a nation-leading 0.78 
ERA, and was backed by Ray Peters (3-4, 1.58 ERA), and the veteran Herman Hudson 
(2-4, 1.96 ERA). VSC sandwiched two-game sweeps of Florida Presbyterian and 
Stetson around losses to tough Fl.)rida Southern, on their Southern trip, but were 
brought back to earth, as they dr)pped a two-game series to Erskine at Rebel Field. 

Perry, Peters, and Hudson held opponents down in the run-department (giving 
up only 60-total runs all year), but got plate support from only Dennis Fike (.328), 
and Buddy Bush (.270). The Rebs scored more than 5-runs in only six-games all 
season. 

Perry deserves special mention, not only because of his NAJA best ERA, but 
because he emerged as VSC baseball's first big star, against forminable opposition. 
He allowed only six earned-runs in 69 innings, and struck-out 62 hitters, issuing 
only 30 walks. With a little more team offense, he would surely have been named 
to the All-American team. 



Dennis Fike, rf , Buddy Bush, 2b 
Lindy Evans, c 
Tommy Johnson, ss 
Mike Perry, p-1b 
Bobby Speck, cf 
Jack Raley, 3b 
Robert Cree I , If 
Ray Peters, p 
Herman Hudson, p 

TOTALS 

(Bud Bridges, of 
3b 17-3, .176 ; 

Mike Perry 
Ray Peters 
Herman Hudson 
Madison Culler 

TOTALS 

Il 

AB 
67 
75 
71 
70 
66 
76 
57 
62 
37 
20 

641 

9-2, .222; 

VAl fffiTA STAlE 
19b4~~Basebal I 

i-H.JAL STATI~;TICS 
won 10 - lost 10 

R H E·I 
12 2L 14 
10 20 12 
8 18 6 

12 17 5 
7 16 5 

19 18 3 
3 12 1 
3 11 6 
3 6 4 
1 2 

83 149 61 

Jimmy Pritchett, 

AVG. 2B 3B HR 
.328 1 0 1 
.270 4 2 1 
.255 1 1 0 
.243 1 3 1 
.243 3 1 0 
.238 0 2 1 
.212 1 1 0 
.178 2 0 0 
.162 0 1 0 
.100 0 0 0 

.232 15 11 4 

ss 11-2, .182 ; Bill 
Jim Whiteside, of 2-0, .000; Madison Culler, p 1-0, 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L 
10 69 57 16 6 30 62 5-2 
7 51.1 34 17 9 18 25 3-4 
7 55 48 23 12 15 23 2-4 
2 4.2 6 4 2 3 2 0-0 

20 180 145 60 29 66 112 10-10 

VSC 4, FI or ida Presbyterian ... 2 
VSC 13, Flor ida Presbyterian ... 1 

(L) VSC 2, Florida Southern ....... 10 
(L) VSC 1 , Florida Southern ....... 8 

VSC 6, Stetson · ............... 2 
VSC 12, Stetson · ............... 0 

(L) VSC 2, Erskine · ............... 4 
(L) VSC 0, Erskine · ............... 1 

VSC 5, Mercer ................. 1 
VSC 8, Piedmont ............... 0 
VSC 12, Piedmont ............... 4 
VSC 1 , Shorter · ............... 0 

( L) VSC 0, Shorter · ............... 8 
VSC 2, Mercer ................. 0 

(L) VSC 5, Berry .................. 6 
(L) VSC 0, Berry .................. 2 
( L) VSC 1 , West Georgia ........... 2 
(L) VSC 2, West Georgia ........... 5 
(L) VSC 1 , Oglethorpe ............. 2 

VSC 6, Oglethorpe ............. 2 

NOTE: Florida Presbyterian is now Eckerd. 

SB 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 

13 
2 
2 
0 
1 

26 

Hearn, 
.000) 

E.R.A. 
0.78 
1.58 
1.96 
3.85 

1.45 



BOTTOM ROW: Bud Bridges, Robert Creel, Herman Hudson, Lindy Evans, and Bobby Speck. TOP ROW: Buddy Bush, 
Dennis Fike, Jim Whiteside, Jack Raley, Ray Peters, Tommy Johnson and Coach Grant. These made up the 1964 team . 

.. 

Herman Hudson and Coach Grant 



.. 



1965 RESUr'E 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

1965 was the championship year that Coach Grant had waited for, for so long. 
Everything was there; power hitting (even though the team average hovered near 
.250) with 54 extra-base-hits; air-tight fielding (fifth best percentage in the 
nation); and, superb pitching (2.53 team ERA); all of which added to an 18-11 
record. 

Veteran hurlers, Mike Perry (7-2,2.10 ERA), and Ray Peters (4-5,3.05 ERA) 
were augmented by freshman, flame-thrower Ron Fortner (6-4,2.24 ERA), and to
gether struck-out 210 in 242-innings. Old adversaries Florida Southern and West 
Georgia were beaten, as the Rebs played their best schedule, and won their most 
games ever. 

Shortstop Tommy Johnson, in limited playing time, hit .375, with Peters at 
.333, and thirdsacker Lindy Evans at .310. The Rebel outfield of Ben Bates (.255), 
Bob Lamphier (.247), Dennis Fike (.191), and Robert Creel (.154) didn't hit for 
average, but made the big defensive play when needed. 

VSC was only 5-5 after ten games, but had recorded spl it-series with toughies 
Florida Southern, Stetson, and David Lipscomb, dropping two to nationally-ranked 
Carson-Newman, but bopping Berry twice. The Rebs rolled to an 8-2 Georgia Con
ference mark, tying for the crown with West Georgia. VSC beat the Braves 1-0 in 
a play-off, and entered their first ever NAIA District tournament (see tournament 
resume) . 

Even though the Rebels lost two straight to Georgia Southern in the tourney, 
this was the best year, to that point, in the school's history. Perry, for the 
second straight season, received local NAIA honors, and along with Angelo DeVivo 
(.222) finished distinguished 4-year careers. 

Dennis Fike and Lindy 
Evans return this sea
son along with others 
in hopes of taking the 
region title. 
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VALOOSTA STAlE 
1965 Baseball 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 1 8 - I os t 11 

Tommy Johnson, ss 
Ray Peters, p 
Lindy Evans, 3b 
Mike Perry, p-lb 
Ben Bates, c 
Bob Lamphier, cf 
Jack Raley, 2b 
Angelo DeVivo, lb 
Dennis Fike, If 
Ron Fortner, p 
Ronnie Rowe, inf 
Robert Creel, rf 

AB R H 
48 15 18 
30 5 10 

100 17 31 
71 13 19 
98 17 25 
93 15 23 
90 17 22 
45 9 10 
94 16 18 
28 8 5 
49 5 8 
52 9 8 

BI 
9 
7 

15 
10 
16 
11 
13 
10 
10 
5 
4 
8 

AVG. 
.375 
.333 
.310 
.268 
.255 
.247 
.244 
.222 
. 191 
.179 
.163 
.154 

2B 3B HR 
5 1 1 
210 
210 
2 1 1 
603 
4 2 1 
431 
101 
202 
o 0 1 
020 
200 

SB 
o 
o 
o 
4 
6 

11 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
1 

TOTALS 912 159 222 131 .243 32 11 12 25 

(Jim Grant, lb 18-6, .333; Mike Terry, p 3-1, .333; Zack Wade, c 23-7, 
.304; Tommy Hutcherson, uti 22-5, .227; Bill Chapman, of 21-3, .143; Mark 
Holloway, of 7-1, .143; Jimmy Robinson, uti 9-1, .111; Bill Gable, 2b 11-1, 
.091) 

Mike Perry 
Ron Fortner 
Ray Peters 

TOTALS 

G 
10 
11 
10 

29 

IP H R 
73 59 32 
84.1 59 29 
70.2 67 36 

242 195 104 

ER BB SO 
17 33 77 
21 39 71 
24 23 54 

68 103 210 

W-L 
7-2 
6-4 
4-5 

18-11 

E.R.A. 
2.10 
2.24 
3.05 

2.53 

(Jack Raley 0-0, 0.00; Mike Terry 1-0, 3.95) 

(L) VSC 5, 
VSC 4, 

(L) VSC 2, 
VSC 10, 
VSC 4, 

(L) VSC 0, 
VSC 3, 
VSC 5, 

(L) VSC 1, 
(L) VSC 2, 

VSC 1, 
VSC 1, 
VSC 9, 

(L) VSC 3, 
VSC 14, 
VSC 4, 

(L) VSC 0, 
VSC 6, 
VSC 13, 
VSC 14, 

Florida Southern ....••. 
Florida Southern ....••. 
Stetson ................ 

6 
3 
9 

Stetson ........•.....•. 7 
David Lipscomb ........• 1 
David Lipscomb .....•... 2 
Ber ry ................•. 1 
Be rry ...............•.. 1 
Carson-Newman .......•.. 11 
Carson-Newman ......•.•. 
Erskine ............•... 
Erskine ............... . 
Florida Presbyterian .•. 
Florida Presbyterian ... 
Oglethorpe ....•.....•.. 
Pembroke State •........ 
Pembroke State ........ . 
Shorter ..........•..... 
Shorter ............... . 
Georgia State ......... . 

3 
o 
o 
3 
4 
5 
3 
2 
1 
o 
3 

(L) VSC 5, Oglethorpe......... 6 
VSC 13, Oglethorpe ......... 10 
VSC 11, West Georgia •.••... 2 

(L) VSC 1, West Georgia •...... 5 
VSC 13, Piedmont ..•........ 3 
VSC 8, Piedmont........... 2 

GEORGIA CONFERENCE PLAY-OFF 
Macon, Ga. 

VSC 1, Wes t Georg i a .•..... 0 

NAIA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Statesboro, Ga. 

(l) VSC 2, Georgia Southern 5 
(L) VSC 4, Georgia Southern 6 

NOTE: Florida Presbyterian is now 
Eckerd. 



:Q'(Is~ 

FRONT ROW: Robert Creel, Jim Grant, Tommy Hutcherson, 
Lindy Evans, Ron Fortner. SECOND ROW: Dennis Fike, Jack 
Raley, Bob Lamphier, Bill Gable, Ben Bates, Tommy Johnson. 

TOP ROW: Herman Hudson, Zack Wade, Mike Perry, Ray 
Peters, Jimmy Robinson, Coach Grant. 

) 
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1966 RESU~£ 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

Oh! What a year it could have been. 15-9 certainly isn't bad, but a 
second consecutive Georgia Conference title was in the offing, and the Rebels 
simply blew it, dropping their last four games, including three in the con
ference. 

VSC beat some biggies this season, defeating Georgia Tech three times, The 
Citadel twice, and spl itting a two-game-set with nationally ranked Florida 
Southern. But they really had problems in the GIAC, being upset by Berry 1-0, 
and Oglethorpe 3-2, besides being shut-out twice by hated West Georgia, 5-0 and 
1-0. After the glories of '65, a 3-4 league mark was the result. 

Hitting was the problem. The team sunk to a .237 average, while scoring 
only two-runs in their crucial, final three conference games. First-baseman 
Dennis Fike (.345), and catcher Zack Wade (.325) were the only regulars to hit 
over .235. Outfielder Tommy Hutcherson (.344) saw only I imited duty. 

Pitching, on the other hand, was great. Coach Grant had returnee Ron Fortner 
(4-3, 2.38 ERA) to lead three, top freshman recruits. Righthander Eddie Fisher 
(8-2, 0.85 ERA) led the nation in earned-run-average, while "Steady Eddie" 
Middleton (1-1, 1.06 ERA), and southpaw Danny Petrovich (2-3, 2.67 ERA) pitched 
like veterans. 

Fisher, particularly drew praise, as the Federalsburg, Md., product main
tained his composure through a record breaking mound season. "The Fish" shut-out 
Florida Southern and Mercer, and recorded other wins over Stetson, Georgia Tech, 
Oglethorpe, Erskine, The Citadel, and Berry. He lost to West Georgia 1-0, on an 
unearned run, and gave up only one earned-run in a 5-3 set-back to Jacksonville. 



.. 

FIRST ROW: Eddie Fisher. loe Thornton, Billy Tyson, Claude Speck, 
Larry Bostic. Tommy Hutcherson, limmy Womack; SECOND ROW: 
Danny Petrovich. Bill Gable. Ben Bates. Dennis Fike. Ron Fortner. 

lack Raley, Charles Massey; THIRD ROW: Tommy .John,qon, Roh . 
Lampier, Eddie Middleton, Zack Wade, Coach Billy Grant. 



AB 
Dennis Fike, lb 87 
Tommy Hutcherson, of 32 
lack Wade, c 80 
Eddie Fisher, p ~j,~ Ben Bates, cf 
Tommy Johnson, ss 79 
Jack Raley, 2b 81 
Joe Thornton, of 20 
Claude Speck, 3b 77 
Bob Lamphier, 1 f 67 
Ron Fortner, p 25 

TOTALS 723 

(Jim Grant, 1b 13-4, .308; 

VAl m<;TA STATE 
f9bb-- Baseba 11 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 15 -- lost 9 

R H BI 
16 30 15 
3 11 3 

15 26 16 
6 10 4 

12 18 10 
13 18 10 
8 17 13 
1 4 2 

17 14 3 
4 12 6 
3 3 

105; 171 ~, 

Bobby Ritch, of 

AVG. 2B 3B HR SB 
.345 3 6 1 0 
.344 0 0 0 3 
.325 4 2 1 0 

~!,;,;,::" : ~jl;·r. ,";~~, 1 0 0 0 
0 0 1 1 

.228 1 0 1 2 

.210 5 0 0 0 

.200 0 0 0 0 

.182 3 0 0 16 

.179 1 1 1 2 

.120 2 0 0 0 

.23h 20 10 5 24 

10-2, .200; Paul Vick, p 
10-1 , .100 ; Eddie Middleton, p 15-1 , .067; Danny Petrovich, p 10-0, .000; 
Bill Gable, 2b 6-0, .000; Larry Bostic, utI 2-0, .000; Billy Tyson, p 
1-0, .000) 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A. 
Eddie Fisher 10 74 40 15 7 28 41 8-2 0.85 
Eddie Middleton 3 17 6 3 2 6 8 1-1 1.06 
Ron Fortner 10 68 29 28 18 31 55 4-3 2.38 
Danny Petrovich 6 27 21 15 8 17 23 2-3 2.67 

TOTALS 24 194 104 69 38 86 137 15-9 1. 76 

(Paul Vick 0-0, 2.57; Billy Tyson 0-0, 9.00) 

(L) VSC 6, Flor ida Southern ....... 8 VSC 5, Erskine . ........ 1 
VSC 1 , Florida Southern ....... 0 (L) VSC 0, Erskine . ........ 6 
vsc 5, Stetson ................ 4 vsc 5, The Citadel . .... 3 
vsc 6, Georgia Tech · .......... 1 VSC 8, The Citadel . .... 1 
VSC 1 , DePauw ................. 0 (L) VSC 0, Berry . .......... 1 
VSC 4, Georgia Tech · .......... 2 VSC 5, Berry . .......... 0 
vsc 4, Georgia Tech · .......... 2 ( L) vsc 3, Jacksonv i 11 e . ... 9 
vsc 10, Berry .................. 5 vsc 8, Mercer . ......... 0 
vsc 7, Oglethorpe ............. 5 ( L) vsc 2, Oglethorpe . ..... 3 
vsc 13, Oglethorpe ............. 1 (L) VSC 0, West Georgia 5 

(L) VSC 1 , Mercer ................. 2 ( L) vsc 0, West Georgia 1 
VSC 8, Flor ida Presbyterian ... 4 ( L) vsc 3, Jacksonville 5 

NOTE: Florida Presbyterian is now Eckerd. 



• 
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1967 RESlJ~ 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

The writing was on the wall in 1967. when sophomore. pitching sensation. 
Eddie Fisher developed arm problems and went 1-3. on the year. The Rebels ended 
14-16. with a 4-5 Georgia Conference mark. and saw a fine beginning end in failure. 

Most disconcerting of all was vSC's embarassing record against Armstrong State 
and Georgia Southwestern. Both these schools had just been made senior colleges 
(from junior college status) for the 1966-1967 year. and the Rebs dropped four of 
six games versus these teams. including a 13-2 pasting from ASC's Pirates. 

Without Fisher. the burden fell-upon Ron Fortner (4-5.2.12 ERA), Eddie 
Middleton (4-2.3.26 ERA). and Danny Petrovich (3-2, 2.55 ERA), but an enlarged 
schedule and inconsistent reI ief work hurt the team performance. Of course, hit
ting was the major problem. a burden that seemed to plague the Rebs year-after
year. 

The team hit .250, but with NO power. Claude Speck (.349) was the team 
leader in the offensive department. while also steal ing a school record 31-bases. 
Ben Bates (.345) and catcher Zack Wade (.306) were the only other consistent hitters. 
Behind Fortner. Petrovich, and Middleton. VSC won 7 of their first 10. including 
biggies over David Lipscomb (twice). St. Louis (twice), and Georgia Tech. but faded 
fast, and recorded their first debit year since 1963. 

Pitching kept the Rebs afloat. but pitchers are a strange breed. Coach Bill 
Grant seemed to always develop the good pitcher (even though hitting was always a 
minus), and used unusual methods to keep them on the straight and narrow. During 
the 1967 season, "Big Eddie" Middleton was throwing a fine game, with the one ex
ception that the down-in-the-line-up hitters (6-7-8-9). were seeing change-ups. and 
slow curves, rather than his main forte-- the fast ball. 

Coach Grant told Eddie two different times. "throw the hard one." Against 
the 120-pound. number-9 hitter (who had drilled a single, on a slow-curve, the 
first time up), Ed began with a slow-change (ball-t). "Lean-back and throw it," 
Grant yelled. The next pitch was another change, which was drilled foul, into 
the left-field corner. Coach Grant bolted to the mound. and told Middleton, in no 
uncertain terms, II throw nothing but fast balls to this goof." 

Eddie's next pitch was a slow curve. which was hit like a bullet between 
second and short, for a single. Coach Grant sprinted to the mound, and grabbed 
the ball held in Middleton's outstretched hand (he knew that he was gone), but 
instead of calling for a relief pitcher, Grant (twice) placed his foot squarely 
between Ed's anterior cheeks. as the big. sophomore attempted to make it safely to 
the dugout. Eddie had been I iterally kicked out of the game by his coach. Part 
of Middleton's problems. the remainder of his career. rested on the fact that he 
seldom used the change. and slow curve. 

This was to be Coach Grant's last season as baseball coach. as his Athletic 
Director duties. and the call of golf coach (and golf) beckoned. His presence 
made VSC's athletic program. and of course. to this day he continues to lead the 
state's best program. 



Grant With Gold: VSC Coach Is Excellent Athlete 

.. 
BASEBAll COACH, BillY GRANT COACH GRANT 



Baseball c 0 a c h , 
Grant, with the new 
V.S.C. pitching ma
chine. 

,1 Z2 Z3 II l' PI • 

~tt.J1 

GRANT, Athletic Director 
Grant first came to Valdosta 
State in 1959 as assistant pro
fessor of physical education and 
head baseball coach. Also a na
tive Valdostan, he was talented 
enough in high school to earn a 
football scholarship to the Univ
ersity of Georgia. He 'coached VSC's baseball 
team for eight seasons and directed them to the 
school's first conference championship in 1965. 
In 1968, he relinquished his head coaching duties 
to Thomas and became head of the physical edu
cation department. In 1970, he took over as ath
letic director. Grant received his BS degree in 
physical education from the University of Georgia 
and his MA degree from George Peabody College. 



VALIDSTA STAlE 
1967 Baseba 11 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 14 - lost 16 

AB R H BI AVG. 2B 3B HR SB Claude Speck, cf 109 26 38 7 .349 4 0 0 31 
Ben Bates. c-of 110 18 38 17 .345 3 2 1 5 Zack Wade, c 49 9 15 11 .306 3 0 1 0 
Joe Thornton, 3b 36 5 10 1 .277 1 0 0 0 
Dennis Fike, lb 108 12 29 17 .269 4 3 0 1 
Danny Petrovich, p 26 2 7 2 .269 0 0 1 1 
Spence Ki ser, If 64 11 17 8 .266 0 0 0 7 Steve Crawford, rf 95 14 22 6 .232 4 3 0 2 
Eddie Middleton, p 37 3 8 3 .216 0 0 0 0 
Bobby Simpson, ss 106 9 20 15 .188 2 1 0 1 
Bi II Brown, 3b 59 5 11 3 .186 0 0 0 1 
DeWayne Elder, 2b 84 11 15 9 .179 2 1 0 0 
Ron Fortner, p 31 2 4 3 .129 1 1 1 0 

TOTALS 968 131 242 106 .250 25 13 4 50 

(Vernon Twitty, 1b 14-4, .286; Sonny Will iams, p 5-1, .200; Eddie Fisher, 
p 11-2, . 182; Duane White, p 7-1, . 143; John Trimnell, of 2-0, .000; F.T. 
Griffin, utI 5-0, .000; R.S. Deloach, 1b 10-0, .000) 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A. Eddie Fisher 6 33.1 29 20 6 10 24 1-3 1. 62 
• Ron Fortner 10 76.1 56 30 18 37 59 4-5 2.12 

Danny Petrovich 11 60 51 28 17 31 37 3-2 2.55 
Sonny Wi 11 i ams 4 15.2 10 8 5 2 4 1-1 2.87 
Eddie Middleton 8 58 55 35 21 28 30 4-2 3.26 
Duane White 4 16. 1 29 24 13 15 13 1-3 7.16 

TOTALS 30 259.2 230 146 80 123 167 14-16 2.77 

( l) VSC 2, Tennessee Tech 3 (l) VSC 2, Erskine ................. 7 (L) VSC 8, Tennessee Tech 13 (l) VSC 0, Georgia Sout hwes tern .... 2 
VSC 2, David Li pscomb 0 (l) VSC 3, Armstrong State ......... 9 VSC 3, David Lipscomb 1 VSC 6, Armstrong State ......... 1 
VSC 4, St. louis Univ. .... 1 VSC 4, Jacksonv ill e · ........... 1 
VSC 2, St. louis Univ. .... 1 (L) VSC 5, Jacksonville · ........... 10 (L) VSC 2, Georgia Tech ....... 9 VSC 3, Berry . .................. 2 
VSC 9, Georgia Tech ....... 4 VSC 3, Berry . .................. 2 
VSC 12, Malone ............. 3 (L) VSC 5, Florida Southern . ....... 6 
VSC 12, Malone ............. 7 (l) VSC 1 , Jacksonville · ........... 10 (L) VSC 6, Belmont Abbey ...... 11 (L) VSC 4, Jacksonville · ........... 5 (l) VSC 1 , Belmont Abbey ...... 3 (L) VSC 2, West Georgia · ........... 3 (L) VSC 2, Armstrong State .... 13 (l) VSC 2, West Georgia · ........... 6 (L) VSC 3, Armstrong State .... 4 VSC 8, Georgia Southwestern . ... 4 VSC 2, Erskine ............ 1 VSC 9. Oglethorpe . ............. 3 



, 
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AB 
Steve Crawford, rf 95 
Claude Speck, cf 102 
Larry Meredith, 3b 94 
DeWayne Elder, c 66 
Spence Ki ser, of 41 
Jack Toole, lb 84 
Larry Hysler, 2b 71 
Bobby Simpson, ss 81 
Joe Thornton, 1 f 35 
Danny Petrovich, p 20 

TOTALS 802 

(R. S. DeLoach, lb 1 -1 , 1.000 ; 

VALmSTA STAlE 
1968 Baseball 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 15 -- lost 9 

R H BI 
18 36 23 
27 36 3 
21 33 20 
10 18 8 
7 10 4 
9 19 15 
7 16 7 
8 18 11 
6 7 1 
2 2 1 

133 224 108 

Sparky Wright, c 

AVG. 2R 3B HR SB 
.379 12 4 1 15 
.353 7 1 0 27 
.351 10 0 1 9 
.273 4 0 0 8 
.244 0 0 0 0 
.226 6 0 1 8 
.225 5 0 0 6 
.222 2 2 1 3 
.200 1 0 0 3 
.100 0 0 0 0 

.279 52 8 4 85 

11-7, .636; Richard Vann, p 
6-3, .500; Harry Jones, lb 17-6, .353; Jimmy Devane, c 4-1, .250; Eddie 
Middleton, p 4-1, .250; Tommy Brown, p 9-2, .222; Bobby Sloan, lb 17-3, 
.176 ; Duane White, p 7-1 , . 143; Ron Fortner, p 17-2, . 118; Eddie Fisher, p 
18-2, . 111 ; Hansel Faulkner, ss 2-0, .000) 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A. 
Danny Petrovich 9 62 50 20 9 18 50 5-1 1.31 
Eddie Fisher 9 68 63 32 18 21 63 4-3 2.38 
Duane Wh i te 6 21 23 11 7 9 23 1-2 3.00 
Ron Fortner 8 38.1 33 17 13 8 33 3-1 3.05 
Richard Vann 6 30.2 22 18 13 13 18 1-2 3.82 

TOTALS 24 231 . 1 194 101 63 73 191 15-9 2.45 

(Tommy Brown 1-0, 1.93 ; Eddie Middleton 0-0, 2.70) 

VSC 7, David Lipscomb .......... 6 VSC 11 , Armstrong State . ........ 
( L) VSC 2, David Lipscomb .......... 5 VSC 5, Armstrong State . ........ 

VSC 13, Lake Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 (L) VSC 2, Oglethorpe .............. 
VSC 3, DePauw .................. 2 (L) VSC 4, Berry . .................. 
VSC 4, DePauw .................. 2 VSC 2, Berry . .................. 
VSC 6, Armstrong State ......... 0 VSC 9, Jacksonville · ........... 
VSC 10, ,'<Burl ington ( J a.) AI s ... 2 VSC 8, Jacksonville · ........... 
VSC 5, "'Leesbu rg (Fla.) AI s .... 1 (L) VSC 0, West Georgia · ........... 
VSC 7, Georgia Southwestern .... 1 (L) VSC 1 , West Georgia · ........... 

(L) VSC 5, Erskine ................. 8 ( L) VSC 1 , Georgia Southwestern . ... 
VSC 3, Erskine ................. 2 (L) VSC 5, Jacksonville · ........... 
VSC 13, High Point .............. 11 (L) VSC 2, Jacksonv ill e · ........... 

1 
3 
4 
9 
0 
4 
6 
5 
2 
5 
9 
5 

NOTE: under then ex i st ing rules, of both the NAJA and NCAA, games against ,"profess iona 1 
teams were counted. Coach Thomas received official notification from the NAJA 
National Office to this effect. 



1968 !£SLME 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

Two weeks before the opener of the the 1968 season, head coach Bill Grant, 
handed the team over to his newly hired assistant, Tommy Thomas. Thomas was no 
stranger to VSC baseball, having been the top catcher in the school's history 
(1959-1962), while leading the team in hitting his final three seasons. 

What the Rebel baseball team lost in Coach Grant was a fun-loving, yet 
stearn, taskmaster, whose players knew that thin-l ine between being on the good 
and/or bad side of their coach. What they got in Coach Thomas was one of the 
finest baseball minds around, who had an affection for long-practicing and detail; 
but, whose "good-guy" nature saw the best in people, seldom their faults. 

What Thomas inherited was a group of experienced hell-raisers, who celebrated 
win, or lose, and whose behaviors had been dictated by the mood of their former 
coach. Thomas would have some problems in regard to various decisions because 
the flamboyant Grant had used a strong approach, while Coach "T" would sometimes 
waver. 

The Rebels of 1968 were strong in hitting (a record .279 team average), 
pitching (2.45 team ERA), and fielding (.960). Veterans Danny Petrovich (5-1, 
1.31 ERA), Eddie Fisher (4-3, 2.38 ERA), and Ron Fortner (3-1, 3.05 ERA), steadied 
an otherwise green mound staff, while outfielders Steve Crawford (.379) and 
Claude Speck (.353), and third-baseman Larry Meredith (.351) provided the hitting. 

Speck (27), and Crawford (15) combined for 42 stolen bases, as the team 
amassed a record 85 thefts. All of these statistics, however, added to only a 
15-9 record, and a 4-5 Georgia Conference mark, as the Rebs faded in the stretch, 
dropping their last five games, three of which were in the league. 

David Lipscomb was battled in a 17-inning season opener (which took two days 
to complete), before VSC won 7-6 behind Petrovich's seven-inning relief job, and 
game winning RBI. The Rebels rolled to a 15-4 log, as Petrovich shut-out Armstrong 
State and Berry, and the team won games over two professional clubs. Only upset 
losses to loop rivals Oglethorpe (4-2), and Berry (9-4) marred an exciting start. 

On April 27, after two big wins over Jacksonville four days earl ier, VSC 
rolled into Carrollton to battle West Georgia for the conference lead. Coach 
Thomas described the day as "Black Saturday," as the home-team won 5-0, and 2-1 
decisions. Petrovich lost the opener, while Fisher (a last minute choice over 
Fortner) lost the heart-breaking, to-inning, nite-cap, as the Rebs garnered only 
10-hits in the doubleheader. 

Fortner did not bother to show for the last three games, as Georgia South
western and Jacksonville (twice) sol idified the team's decline. Even with the 
late season debacle, Petrovich was close to being named All-American, as he nabbed 
NAIA honorable-mention honors. 



VSC's 4th "in 
VALDOSTA - Danny pe

trovich got his fourth win 
against no losses' Tuesday as 
Valdosta State whipped Geor 
gia Southwestern, 7-1. 

S"l!crAL TO TN. tiM,S' to four scattered hits as he Rebels':second +un of ttte'" 
. ROME ~ Valdi)jla:State Col- notched his.fjfth win against ing, ;, 

Petrovich 8tru~k out 11, 
walked none and allowed 
three hits to help the Rebels 
to their ninth win against two 
loS&es~ Claude Speck hit two 
singles and Spence Kaiser 
contributed a double for Val-

lege's 'Rebels."got::'t:~o· runs in no defeats, They ~te presently U~ for 
the top of. t~1 ~intlt;~nning to The, Re~got their run~ in the leagu~ lead With .the W. 
notch a 2-0.victory:~et·the Ber- the mnth mnlng when left-beld- GeorgiaCGIlege lJraves. Weal 
ry College Vik,ing' in. a base- er Steve CraWford walked and Georgia i~ 3-1' in con~t~ 
ball gameh~~eS.turday. catcher DeWHvne. Elder doubled play while the Rebels a~ 4-1. 

dosta. . 

W. it. h tlte win,' tile· Rebels . . '~'~.' Coaeb Tmn,my Thonut~ ... 
bounced back~ irolJl8.'9 - 4 de- to ~core,~ .. Th~n shortstop nine}s Slal:f¥I tort!turnto,.ae~ 
feat· a.t the .himds ''Gf the Vikings Bobby SfmpSQ1l hit a triple at. ~~'. this. afternoon,~ 
bere·Friday. ~th· games were which scored Elder for the Jack~leuniversity .. tf:''fil7;: 

..1....!!Vlhwest.m tOCI.:OGO 001--1 3 3 v. _.... . . .420 100 000-7 t 2 
'EI~:~~ lind GuncMm~!" PetrovlGh 8fK1 

GeorgIa II~~legiate Con-~ .... ___ . _ __ 
ference affalrB,.ann. the ~ebels I. (11) The Valdosta Daily Times Wed. April 10 1_ are 4-1 inconferenee play and _ oj " ___ ._' ___ _ 

13-4 for the seiison. 

;; ,,' 

Danny Petrovich went the 
distance on the mound for the 
Rebels anp held the Vikings 

* VlIdMt.· 5'1'. .It r h rbl 
Speck, ef ~~---,~_4 o,;t 0 
Meredith. 3b ~2 __ .4. 0 2 0 
Elder. 'c • 1 2 0 
Crlwford. rf . 3 0 0 0 
Sloan. lb _~.-..:-_. 3 1 0 0 
Simpson. 55 _4 0 1 1 
Hysler. 2b __ .:........-. 0 1. 0 
Thornton. rf ...., . 3 01 0 
Petrcwlch. p-~~2' 0 0 0 

TO I ALS '31 2 7 1 

Valdosta St.t. _~.J'OO oociC02'-2·7.T 
lerry . _._ .. --,_~_-"-000 -.0 :11,Il0-0.('2 

Errors - Mettitlllh;..tlck. POw.II, 
Double Plays - . SlOt.., Io;livsl.er to 

Sloan, Goble to F&ss. I 
left On Base - vSC 5. Berry 8, 
Two· Base Hits - Elder. Roy. 
Three· B .... Hits -' SI/ElPscn, ·Roy. 
StOlen Bases - B~n. Elder; . 
S.crlfJees - Pet r 0 v I e h (bunt) 

CrlWford (bunt) Baggett (bunt), 

pnch" .. 
Petrovich 
Davis 

" .. ~ ~ ~ ~ b~S: 
_L~~'9 72'2'15 

1::_'-

Baseball Rebels,'· 
Clip Hurricalle~ "'; 

. r 

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 

Times Sp()rts Editor 

Valdosta State College's base
ball Rebels used a fast start at 
the plate and a strong-all-the
way pitching performance. by 
Danny Petrovich to score a 7-1 
victory over the Georgia South
western College Hurricanes here 
Tuesday. 

. , 

Hurricanes' l(ine marker came 
on .the combiQ.~ot· a single, 

, two ... VSC error:S'itQtd a., &a~ifice 
fly,. ';:' .... ". . 

While. the1tebam~de a pair 
· ofmiscu~s in: the final frame, 

they Were flawle$s m tbe field 
d~ring, tMfi.r~, ~Uliilings, 

N'extactioh ,.'::.the RebS will 
come' /Frid~,: ~n' '.'theY . are 
·~lated to'oWn :a tIW~estaiJd 
here.agaihst : :E~ine(S. ,C.) Coach Tommy Thomas' Rebs 

'racked up four runs in the first 
_____ --1 'inning and were never in dan-

:ger of losing' the advantage 
.:after that as Petrovich hand
~cuffed the visitors from Amf'ri
'cus with three scattered sin
,:gles, 

,College, :,1.:"'''' . •. 
• f Southw.$tetn . hi .. ; lilt r .. fbi 

: With the triumph the Rebs 
'boosted their regular season 
record to 5-1 and increased their 
Georgia Intercollegiate Athletic 
.Conference mark to 2-0. South
:western now owns a 2-11 chart. 
: To produce those four runs in 
'the opening frame, the Rebs 
·mixed doubles by Steve Craw~ 
.ford and Jack Toole with a sin
'gle by Spence Kiser and a pair 
'of walks, VSC went on to collect 
'. total of nine hits in the game, 
., Petrovich, a junior left-hander 
""'as sharp as he racked up his 

Guest. .~~ ,.-.,.,..-..yM-----*."~ 1'1 a 
R0!5. 55' .. ·-~:".;;.-~--~.;.tI o· • 0 
lanler. rf ... _~"......c..,3 0 1 1 
GUf!deI:nant . c ~-:-.~ 4 0 0 0 

• Pe.rI~n. I! . ~,-: .. t~~.:~ $0 0.0, 
Witt, 3b, · .. -.-' ..... ...;..;.. __ _... ...... 1- 0 0.0 
SIIer.eti. 2b' . ___ ~~+-!. 0 0 .0, 
G, En§lish. 1b :':':':";-l.-._-4~3 0 t 0 
D. English. cf. ._~.~3· 0 Q> Cl 

Hall, p -··"-·~-:-Z}'. 0 J-~ 
· TOTALS 30 0 21 

'. V.~ostl State: .: ... ,: ,.ft,r "tbl 
DAN PETROVICH; .' Speck. cf --.-.--.,:...;,,~.;...( 20' 0 

Mere<fllh,.Jb. -~h~~. I 2'.1. 

Gains Third Win E'Ider,'c _ ... _ .... __ .~ ____ ... I 1. 0 
Toole. 1 b _ .. ~. ___ _'_ .. ___'__. 3 1 2 1 
Kiser, If _ .... _. _______ ~ 1 1 3 

third hill victory ,of the season liysler, 2b :.. .. ~.:...~:.._ ...• ' 0 Q 0 
.. ,·th t I U h'ff d '1' Crawford . rf _c_ . ...-;.,.'1:"'~2. 0 1 1 
... 1 ou a ass. riew 1 e '·1 Jt.,.Il<'her.'Ss --~':"":"'-W'i 0 0 0 
and didn't issue a walk, SimpsOn. 55 ~+T--'-';~."o, 0 

FOl' el' ht f h d'd 't Jones. rf -.----. ..:.-.-. -'-- 1 '0 d • g rames e 1 n Pdrovjch.' P. ~~.3 r 1. 0 
allow a Hurricane runner to get . T,horntall'~ ,_:......~ ......... o. 0 0 0 

past .first. Petrovich's bid' for 'TOl"jI,U . ?' ,,: -.~;,,;:,-, i 

,!i shutout was blocked when Southwestern ..-.-,'--~CIOIIooq 001-1-3-3 
S th t I . . Valdosta State .. .:.-...... 420 l~ 00x~7·9-2 
,OU wes ern ta hed an unea1Jl- "·Error. - P-rWalli' ~t.· 'lion. sPeck< 
ed run in the ninth inning. The fo\ere~, '\ ,.~","": .." 

. Left·on 11.5e .... ,VS!:: .:<'5(:' 3 . '-________________________ --. Two-flase hl'fs ..;.Mle, .ltrIiWfOrd'" ' . 

. Stolon bas... .-Sp~~ -KIS!!!!. 'roole 2. . 
SImpson, Meredith 2 .... . 

SacrifIces - Lanl!it'.(ffyil· ": • " , ,'." 
Pitch .... s ._ .. __ .. _ . ..:. ·...:.Ih fI -' r •. 
Hall (l) .... --._ .. :_~..:.:.:.1I t 7 
Petrovich ..' ~. 4 . 

Passed 
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""""FRONT ROW: Steve Crawford.C-~~~~ :;pec~~h~;J~~"r-h'or~;;Aii;~'1;;e~tEddi:F~hier~SECONO ~ow;';~~~ tser. T • -',PMM, 
Brown. Larry Meredith. Bobby S -~';,:)n. Larry Hysler. Bobby Sloan. THIRD ROW: Coach Tommy Thomas. DeWayne Elder. Harry 
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Sparky Wright. Eddie Middleton. P : - 0'-:; Vann. Jack Toole and Jimmy Devane. Not pictured: Ron Fortner and Danny Petrovich 
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Toole's Home Run 
Wins For Rebels 
IY TIMES STA"" WIU1:IR still have five road games to 

A two-run homer by first base- play, including a pair against 
man Jack Toole after two outs West Georgia at Carrollton on 
in the bottom of the ninth inn- Saturday. 
ing gave the Valdosta State Jaeksonvitle ab r h rbI. 

Kapp, 2b 5 0 0 0 
College Rebels an 8-6 baseball Bernhart, cf --=---=---=~-. 5 2 2 2 

victory over the Jacksonville !..~~'enJ:z, 3b ___ ~-; ~ ~ ~ 
(Fla. j University Dolphins. Byrnes, rf ______ 5 0 0 0 

With the triumph coach . ~:~anl'l, 11~ =======: ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Tommy Thomas' Rcbs swept a ScheleQel, c ________ ~1 0 1 0 

....... game series with the. Dolph. Mehllcl1, p ------------ 2 0 1 2 ,,,\1"' Sanders, C 2 0 2 0 
inS. Both VSC and Jacksonville Gann, If --------- 2 1 0 0 

nO\\' own identical 15-4 records. Carey, p - 0 0 0 0 

Toole's game-winning blast in TOTALS --34--6-9~6 
the ninth came after a see-saw ~p~~:~t·cfst.'. _________ a~ r1 h/b~ 
duel in which the Rebs took a Meredith, 3b _____ 5 2 1 0 

five-run lead in the third, then ~~~~:or~b rl ___ ~::::~~~~=::_: ~ ~ ~ ~ 
found themselves trailing 6-5 Elder, c ________________ 3 2 1 1 

fte . . . Kiser, II --------.------- - 3 0 2 1 • r SIX mnmgs. Simpson, SS _______________ 4 0 3 0 
In the eighth inning the Rebs Hysler, 2b ___________ 2 1 0 1 

Pushed across one run to tie it Fortner, p ---. ____ 1 0 0
0 

0
0 . Middleton, p ____________ 0 0 

up at 6-6. An error, singles by Vann, p _____ 2 0 0 0 

Spence Kiser and Bobby Simp- -Time Staff Photo TOTALS 34 8 -10 7 
son, and a walk produced that Jacksonville ------ 000 312 000---4- "2 
.All JACK TOO·LE Valdosta State . ----- 005000012-8·11).1 _ y. Errors - Sanders, Schelegel. Tool .. 

Then came the bottom of the Clouts Homer Letl On !la •• - VSC 6, Jv 7. 

ninth La M ed·th had sm' g' _ Two - Base Hits - Menender, Sanders, . rry er I , Crawford, Elder. 
led but there were two out I The game was the last reo, Home Runs - Toole, Bernhart 2. 

,w~n Toole took his turn at the gularly schedule~ home contest ~~~;;7Ic~:s~ Fo~n-:~I~~~n~redlth. 
plate He ended it with a blast for the Rebels thiS season. They Pitchers Ip h r Ir lib SO 

over' tile left field barrier. ~aer~~Ch(L) -=-~~:~~:_2~3 ~ ~ : ~ ~ 
Freshman lefthander Richard Fortne~ -----------. 5 7 4 4 2 5 

. d the h'll . t M1 "f Middle on -------------- 0 0 2 2 2 0 Vann game I VIC Q<,)' a - Vann (WI ... _.____ _ .. 4 2 0 0 2 1 
ter four scoreless innings of re- d.~~'>. By Pitcher, By Middleton (San-

lief work. The will leveled his Passed 8all. - Elder. 

record off at M. . 
Jacksonville's big gun was 

Rich Beanhart, wh() powered a 
paiio of homers whYe the Dolph
ins were rallying dUring the mid-
dle innings. . 
,Toole's game-winning circuit 

blow came off J ax' reluctant 
'relief hurler Lenny Carey. Bob 
Mehlich was the starter and 
worked· eight innings, then was 
ejected from the game after a 
dispt.lte with the umpires over 
the calling of balls and strikes. 
Carey got the" ~alt in the binth, 
offtteduptbe'wrongpitch to 
Toole and took the loss .. 

V ara 0 s t a--S'tate~~ 
eli p s Dol ph;i,~s 

By SAMMY GL;;'SSMAN 

Time. Sports Editor 
Valdosta ~tate College's base

ball- Rebels jumped off to an 
early six-iun lead and . went 

-from there -to a 9-4 victory over 
the Jacksonville (Fla. ) Univer
sity Dolphins here Monday. 

Coach Tommy Thomas' Rebs 
got started with a four-run out.. 
bUrst in tile initial frame and 
then added tWo more markers 
in the second. As it turned out 
toot was more than enough runs 
to assu're VSC the victory. 

The win boosted the Rebs' 
record to 14-4. The Dolphins now 

I.Wfi a 15-4 chart. VSC l\llihJ~-'forni..nee w~l~J,.yugb,th!ID his 
sonville were t(l wind up tbei~ tourttl, v~~ ~a.st :~' rp$S 
tW{)-game series with a' conu.st Wfttle'* ..... stiNY ,,1. 
here this afternoon. the bits he·~ tip', ~ 1501plUhs 

In yesterday's duel, Valdosta powered tW6i~~~ offerings for 
S~te nicked a pair ~ Dolpllin home xWs' 1~_~i .~ .. ~ 
hurlers for a dozen hits. They' solo home"r 1ft, 'the >~fMti!:-atlct 
hit four singles, by Steve Craw- Rich Bernhartl)laHted one over 
ford, Jack Toole, Dewayne. $1·,6Ibe Je~ -~. ~in the- sev. 
der and Bobby Simpson, &lriag tb;:.nth: a' t.,tifflMte abOard. 
their uprising in the lir~infJ. r----------....j 
ing. Simpson's rap drove in t .... o 
runs. 

Righthander Ed FiBber 'nIlt 
the distance on the hiIlfbr 
VSC; allowed just six hifil" 
walked only one and str.\lC~ put 
seven for a good pitcbin, ~-
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REBELS blast Jacksonville 9-4, and 8-6 
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1969 RESUME 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

Coach Tommy Thomas' second edition was one of the finest clubs in the 
school's history, bolstered mainly by the hitting of first-sacker Craig Courtney 
(.394) and shortstop Jack Toole (.303). and the pitching of returnees Eddie 
Fisher (11-0, 1.29 ERA), and Danny Petrovich (9-3. 1.98 ERA). 

The Rebels went 27-10, which included the college's second-ever Georgia 
Conference championship (9-1 in the league), and first ever NAtA District-25 
title. In their first NAIA Area-5 appearance, VSC had the misfortune to have 
the first game forfieted to eventual national champion William Carey (see 
tournament resume), and then lost to a fine Carson-Newman crew. 

Blasting to a 13-2 start (including a 4-0 mark on their opening Florida 
trip), the team saw Courtney have an unbel ievable year. The big, East Gary, 
Ind., native set school records in almost all offensive categories (his batting 
average mark still stands), and carried the team in game after game. The Rebs 
hit only .260, but accounted for 88 extra-base-hits, including 20 circuit-clouts. 

Both Petrovich and Fisher were very effective, but received help from only 
reI ievers Rusty Simpson (2-2, 1.93 ERA), and Eddie Middleton (2-0,3.60 ERA), as 
a third starter could not be found. Even though he was behind 5-4 when the William 
Carey game was ended, Fisher had a fantastic year. The Federalsburg, Md., senior, 
was in the nation's top-3 in both earned-run-average, and most victories, and 
finished his career with a 24-8 record. -

Petrovich's career mark was 19-9, and the big, lefthander was equally 
effective, forming, with Fisher, one of the nation's best 1-2 pitching punches. 
Had the situation in the Area tournament been different, the Rebels may have proven 
the claim that, lithe 1969 team was VSC's best ever." 
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VA~TA STAlE 
19 9 Basebal I 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 27 - lost 10 

AB R H BI AVG. 2B 3B HR S~ Craig Courtney,lb 132 35 52 37 .394 13 6 6 
Jack Toole, ss 112 15 34 24 .303 10 0 2 0 
Spence Kiser, cf 91 27 27 11 .297 3 2 1 7 
Steve Crawford, rf 112 34 32 22 .285 5 0 3 29 
Danny Petrovich, p 47 2 13 9 .277 0 0 2 0 
Larry Meredith, 3b 126 30 34 18 .269 8 3 1 B 
Bill Baggett, If 123 20 33 14 .268 3 0 4 0 
Larry Hysler, 2b 105 8 23 14 .208 5 0 1 6 
Harry Jones, inf 28 4 5 1 .178 0 0 0 1 
Joe Thornton, of 56 22 9 1 .161 3 1 0 12 
Eddie Fisher, p 37 0 5 1 .135 1 0 0 0 
Steve Rominger, c lOB 5 14 7 .129 2 0 0 0 

TOTALS 1159 207 301 171 .260 56 12 20 70 

(Rusty Simpson, p 16-9, .563; Jimmy Hall, inf 12-4, .333; Jimmy Devane, c 
9-2, .222; Eddie Middleton, p 10-2, .200; Ph i I Metzger, utI 5-1 , .200; 
Larry Wi ley, ss 7-1, · 143; Leroy Purdy, p 11 -1 , .091 ; Richard Vann, p 9-0, 
.000; Robby Will iams, 3b 3-0, .000) 

G IP H R ER ~ SO W-L E.R.A. 
Eddie Fisher 14 97.2 57 20 14 101 11-0 1.29 
Rusty Simpson 7 14 16 8 3 4 10 2-2 1.93 
Danny Petrovich 13 113.2 90 32 25 30 88 9-3 1.98 
Richard Vann 4 29.1 29 21 9 12 13 1-2 2.69 
Leroy Purdy 8 38 38 17 12 13 31 2-2 2.B4 
Eddie Middleton 4 20 19 11 8 6 10 2-0 3.60 

TOTALS 36 312.2 249 109 71 89 253 27-9 2.04 

VSC 9, St. Leo · ........... 4 VSC 1 , Berry . .................. 0 
VSC 3, South Flor ida ...... 1 VSC 6, Berry . .................. 0 
VSC 11 , St. Leo · ........... 10 VSC 6, Georgia Southwestern . ... 2 
VSC 10, South Flor ida ...... 7 (L) VSC 6, Georgia Southern · ....... 7 
VSC 4, SIU-Edwardsville ... 0 VSC 4, West Georgia . ........... 2 

(L) VSC 1 , SIU-Edwardsville ... 2 (L) VSC 2, West Georgia . ........... 3 
VSC 6, Georgetown ......... 1 VSC 3, Georgia Southwestern . ... 2 
VSC 5, High Point · ........ 4 VSC 13, Piedmont . ............... 1 

(L) VSC 2, High Point · ........ 3 VSC 5, Georgia Southern · ....... 4 
VSC 7, Armstrong State · ... 1 VSC 11 , Piedmont . ................ 1 
VSC 3, Armstrong State · ... 1 
VSC 8, DePauw · ............ 3 NAIA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP 
VSC 7, DePauw · ............ 3 Valdosta, Ga. 
VSC 7, Washington (Mo. ) ... 2 VSC 10, Flor ida A&M . ............ 8 
VSC 12, Erskine · ........... 2 VSC 5, Mercer . ................. 2 

( L) VSC 4, Erskine · ........... 6 
VSC 12, Furman · ............ 5 NAIA AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP 

( L) VSC 5, Furman · ............ 7 Knoxvi lIe, Tenn. 
( L) VSC 0, Jacksonv ill e ....... 6 ( L) VSC 0, 7~Wi 11 iam Carey . ......... 9 

VSC 6, Jacksonv ill e ....... 0 VSC 3, Ouachita Baptist · ....... 0 
VSC 5, Armstrong State 0 (L) VSC 2, Carson-Newman ........... 4 

(L) VSC 2, Armstrong State · ... 3 
NOTE: VSC forfeited to *Will iam Carey. 



STANDING: Larry Meredith, Dwayne Elder, Steve Rominger, Craig 
Courtney, Harry Jones, Jim Hall, Eddie Myddleton, Larry Wiley, 
Leroy Purdy, Larry Hysler, Eddie Fisher, Jimmy Devane, Danny Petro-

vitch, Rusty Simson. KNEELING: Phil Metzger, Robbie Williams, Joe • 
Thornton, Steve Crawford, Bill Baggett, Spence Kiser, Coach Thomas. 



: j In NkLt\ Playoff-

jEagles,. 
I 

(!J'ql' I(tUtxutllt 41nuntal Friday, May 30, 1969 .. 1~. 

William Carey Triumph:' 
'- By ALEX SIMPSON The Eagles got two more runs Carey in the opener. Wilson had singled and Larry Meredith fol- Ouachita player to collect two 

Journal Sports Writer in the fourth as Bostic and two hits as did Clyde Beerman lowed with a booming triple. hits. 
Strong pitching by Carson- Jones singled. Rick Privette a in leading .the hitting_ Mike Four walks by Roger Sledge CARSON-NEWMA.N OUACHITA 

N 'T J h ' H . h d d hi . h S d" V I ab r h rbl ab r It rbl ewman s ommy ones w 0 former Fulton standout came arrls a a au e. m t e econ mnmg gave a - Prlvene.s 5 0 1 1 Ledbetter cf 3 0 00 
i allowed only four hits llnd through with a ringing slnglP. to Valdosta had led 4-:J going dosta State another run and ~~~~~~.: 1 ~ g g~~~~?I1~ 51 n ~ : 
I struck out 12 enabled the hIgh- score Bostl'c and Tom Hickman into the seventh but William Sledge gave way to Eve:-c't Ollbvrn 3b ~ 1 1 Oarlley lb .Ill O. ~ I fl · Ea I t ed ·th I C l' M t' d I h t th t f Stover cf J 1 1 OTygart 3b " OO·Q •. ymg g es 0 ge e usua - followed with a sacrifice fly to arey railed for two luns and ar 10 a e w 0 wen e res 0 McFarland II 401 OBarker rf 4 In. 
ly .hard~hitti?g Ouac~ita Baptist left which scored Jones. went ahead 54. the way for the Tigers. ~~~~r~ ~b ~ ~ ~ ~~:= ~ .~ ~ r:. 
Umverslty Tigers 4-2 10 the Area J b d th h f Bickering developed between A walk. singles by Steve Rom-·I Jones p 3 I 2 J Cheatwood" :I 0 0;1:; 5 N t· al A . ti' f Int ones reeze roug our '. __--=:.." 

a IOn SSOCla on 0 er-.. . . . . ... mger and Dan PetrovIch and an Totals 35 4 83 Totals 31 2 4 1 
collegiate Athletics p I a~' 0 f f s hltl~ss mnIngs before glVI?g up hatfield a!1d ~he Va~dosta State I error roduced the third Valdos- Carson-Newman 02. 20. 006-4 
which ot under wa Thursda a smgle to Larry Barker 10 the over Hatfield s calling of balls Pl. . _. Ouachita 0 O. •• 0 2.8-2 

g . Y Y fifth when a fielder's choice and and strikes. When the condition ta State ta Iy 10 the sixth mnIng. E-Shinn, PanllO, aniey. L08-Carson-. 
at Bill Meyer Stadium. '. Sled's I' ff tift h' I Newm<>n 8 OuachIta 3. SF-Jones. I th t t two walks loaded the bases. contlOued to worsen Hatfield ge osmg e or e 1m ' IP H R ER .. SO 

n e oumamen opener . . . with a 5-5 record Jones (W 7-1) 9 "2 2 3 I· plate umpire Shorty Hatfield Jones then struck out Ted Viala ordered the game forfeited to I _ . Cheolwood (L.9-3) 9 8 4 4 3 t 
. d h . h . hth to end the threat William Carey I Roger Pattillo was the only I T-2'00 ... , I stoppe t e game 10 t e elg . I' - . . f: 

inning with Valsosta State at bat The Tigers racked up two Va ~osta St~te J~ml?ed to a l~. 
I and no outs and awarded WU- runs in the seventh inning as I~ad In the first mnIng of . the 
Ilian Carey College a 9-4 forfeit Barker opened with a single. night game when Spence Kiser 

II victory. William Carey was Jim Boyette singled with Bar- VALDOSTA STATE WILLIAM CAREY 
ahead 5-4 at the time. ker going to second. J. C. Mor- Kiser cf lab{ ~ bJ Broome 55 ~bor ~ bJ 

! Ouachita became the first cas-I row then hit another ~me-bag-, ~;~g~~~ 1~ j g ? 1 ~~~~ ~b ~ g ~ 6 
I ualty of the tournament WIlen It ger to score Barker. Mike Led-', courtoy Ib 3 0 0 OWlison 3b 4 1 2 1 
i dropped a 3-0 de~ision to Valdos- I better grounded out J a h n Crawfrd rl 2 0 1 0 Arnold cf 3 1 1 1 
I L. I •.. I Toole ss 2 0 0 0 Smith lb 3 0 0 0 
,t3 Statl' in losers bracket action I Crowder to Mike Shmn WIth Hysler 2b 2 0 1 0 Beerman,11 3 0 2 0 

· Fridav night. . Boyette scoring on the play. I ~?:~!~g~ c; ? ~ ~ ~~;;~~o~t c ~ ~ 1 ? 
I Friday's games .will pi! ~ar- Jones ended the game in a Totals 22 4 8 2 Totals 30 5 9 4 
i son-Newman agamst Wilham blaze of glory by striking out (Game forfeited to William C!,rey In 
ICC 11 . h· .. 8th by umpire Shorty Hatfield With Vai-
I arey 0 ege JTI t e winners the Side-Barker, Boyette and dosta boning and no outs.) 
'bracket finals at 1 p.m., the Morrow-in the ninth and was ~1t~tis;rA c~TN-i ~n m ~:j 
loser of the I o'clock games given a standing ovation as he E-Eodes, Arnold, Smith, Courtney, HV
against Valdosta State at 4 in left the field by the predomi- rl~'~ ~~~:y ~?B~~i:'~l~. s~a~~4;1I:~; 
the losers bracket finals and the nately Carson-Newman crowd ~~:~e. sa - Rominger, Horton, Kiser, 

,wmners of the I and 4 p.m. on hand IP H R ER aa so 
lot 7 for the tl'tle . Fisher 7 9 5 3 1 51 : oames a . Dale Wilson ~Jld Jim Arnold Kouns 7 8 4 2 5. 5 
· Should the losers bracket h d I bl f W·II· HBP-By Kouns (Rominger). WP-Flsh-
~ finalist win the 7 o'clock contest a so 0 asts or 1 lam er 2. PB-Romlnger, Stevenson. T -2:25. I 
· ~he two teams will play another I .. OUACHITA --vALDOSTA STATE 
:. t 3' 30 Saturday ab r h rbi ab r h rIIi game a . p:m. . . Ledbetr,cl 3 0 0 0 Klser,1f 3 I 1 1 

Walks to Earl Ogburn, Bill Vialo,2b 3 0 0 0 Merdth,3b 4 0 I 1 
M'k Sh' Pattillo,5O 4 0 2 0 Crawfd,rl 3 0 0 0 Stover and ! e IOn gave Brlley,lb ~ 0 1 0 Courty,lb 3 0 1 0 

f:arson-Newman its first scoring Tygart,3b 4 0 I 0 Toole,ss 4 0 1 0 
_. . h d" 'B~'ker,rf J 0 1 0 H·,sler,2b 2 1 0 0 I 

chance m t e secon mnmg. I ~nyettp,lf 4 n 0 ~ Th~'"tn,cl 2 1 1 0 I 
And Th E 01 c: took advantage I Hargdine,c 4 0 0 0 Romigr,c 2 0 1 0 - ... .e a",_e~ -. . I Sledge,p 0 0 0 0 Petrovn,p 4 0 1 0 
of it as Paul Bostic smgled to . Mortidle,p 3 0 0 0 : 
... ,... ......... 1'\. f'\ ... l-..n-"l ~9"I...t T#)'''u!u!' hit a I Cope,ph 1 0 0 0 

long sacrifice Iv to center to /1 I .Tol,aIS"iio40 Totals 31372 
- • I Ol;", ... h,,;<, 000 000 ~ 

s("or~ Stover. I VALDOSTA STATE 110 001 OOx-3 
E-Hysler, Romlnoer, Kiser. DP-o"", 

chita 1, Valdosta State 3. LOa-ouochlta 
: '5: V~ld~~~C! St~t~ P. . .,p.-Tt"~le, 3B-Merfr 
I d,th. SB-Hysler, Patfilio 

IP H R ER BB SO Sledae (L, 5-5) 11;, 2 2 2 5 0 
Marflndole 7"1.1 5 1 0 3 4 
Petrovich (W, 9-3) 8 6 0 0 3 9 

WP-Martindole. PB - Hargodlne. T-
2:08. 

-Staff photo by Doug Price 
TRAFFIC JAM-A traffic jam forms as Carson-New-
man's Mike Shinn (just visible behind Ouachita third 
baseman Mike Tygart wearing No. 13) goes safely 
into third base at B!l1 Meyer St~diu~ Thursday to1. 
lOwing Tommy Jones' sacr:ifice fly. 

-_._------. ------------_._-----_! 
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Maurisa Harden Judy Hunt Linde! Reddick Grayson Travis 



1970 RESUME 
VALDOSTA SlATE REBELS 

1970 ~as one of those years where the team looked so-so on paper, and 
turned out so-so. A 25-16 record (11-1 in the Georgia Conference) bel ies the 
fact that \SC's victories came against Itleaker clubs, while the known teams 
edged the Febels. 

Seniors Spence Kiser (.313), Steve Crawford (.301), and Bill Baggett (.293) 
led the hitters, with sophomore catcher Steve Rominger (.289), and shortstop 
Bobby Trip~ (.292) giving some help. Team fielding was erractic (.945), while 
the pitchirg (2.22 ERA for the team) wa~, generally good, with freshman Steve 
Sorgius (7-3, 1.26 ERA), and sophomores Rusty Simpson (8-3, 2.35 ERA), and Leroy 
Purdy (5-6, 2.46 ERA) carrying the bulk of the load. The staff threw seven shut
outs, gave up one-run in 10-games, and two-runs in four others. 

The te-am hit .275, and had 90 extrc;-base-hits, with the majority of these 
coming from the bats of the above-mentioned hitters, along with Larry Hysler 
(.271), ana Harry "Moose ll Jones (.241). The Rebels were at the point where they 
completely~dominate'd the Georgia Conference (even though they spl it with West 
Georgia) ard NAIA District-25, but were unable to compete very successfully with 
most of the highly regarded non-conference foes that Coach Thomas scheduled. 

VSC gct a bad start, going 1-2 on their Florid~ swing, before returning 
home and :lropping four games (tlt/O each) to Miami (0.), and Pembroke State. The 
Rebs also lost twice each to rivals Erskine, Jacksonville, and Georgia Southern 
throughout the year; but 'did drop independent Mercer in two single frays. 

In the NAIA tourney at Tallahassee, Valdosta State beat Columbus (for the 
third time), and won 2 of 3 from home-town Florida A&M (see tournament resume 
for details). Unexpectedly the hitting in the NAIA Area-5 came alive, but the 
pitcJ-dng gcve way, as the Rebels lost tCI straight (to Ouachita Baptist and 
Livingsto;,) . 

• 



Spence Kiser, cf 
Steve Crawford, rf 
Bill Baggett, 1 f 
Bobby Tr i pp, ss 
Steve Rominger, c 
Larry Hysler, 2b 
Jimmy Hall, 3b 
Leroy Purdy, p 
Rusty Simpson, 3b-p 
Harry Jones, lb 
Greg Lee, I f-p 
Steve Sorgius, p 

TOTALS 

VAlJX)STA STAlE 
1970 Baseball 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 25 - lost 16 

AB R H 
144 30 4~ 
143 28 43 
125 23 37 
144 20 42 
142 13 41 
133 20 36 

24 12 6 
24 1 6 

147 18 36 
133 16 32 

58 6 12 
31 0 6 

BI 
12 
19 
18 
16 
20 
14 
6 
3 

18 
13 
10 

1 

1317 206 362 153 

AVG. 
.313 
.301 
.293 
.292 
.289 
.271 
.250 
.250 
.245 
.241 
.207 
.194 

.275 

(Richard Vanr., p 2-1, .500; Al Golden, of 16-6, .375; 
11-4, .364; Andy Hassell, p 3-1, .333; Jimmy Devane, c 
Hall, p 4-1, .250; Paul Montgomery, 3b 20-3, .150) 

2B 3B HR 
550 
7 1 0 
523 
830 
6 1 0 
522 
000 
1 0 0 
800 
322 
1 1 0 
000 

54 19 7 

SB 
10 
18 
4 

11 
o 
7 
4 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 

58 

Terry Fields, ss 
14-4, .286; Chip 

Steve Sorguis 
Rusty Simpson 
Leroy Purdy 
Greg Lee 

G 
12 

IP 
85.2 

H 
54 
68 
76 
53 

R 
26 

ER 
12 f~ SO 

74 
W-L 
7-3 
8-3 
5-6 
3-2 

E.R.A. 
1.26 

14 
14 
12 

84.1 
84.1 
66.1 

26 
36 
28 

22 
23 
21 

22 
21 
33 

51 
67 
41 

2.35 
2.46 
2.85 

TOTALS 41 352.1 280 138 88 148 247 .25-16 2.22 

(Steve Crawford 1-0, 
Chip Hall 1-0, 2.57; 

0.00; Richard Vann 0-0, 
Andy Hassell 0-2, 2.76; 

(L) VSC 5, Tarr.pa · ................ 6 VSC 
( L) VSC 2, St. Leo · .............. 5 VSC 

VSC 10, St. Leo · .............. 6 VSC 
(L) VSC 0, Miami (0. ) ............ 2 VSC 
(L) VSC 6, Miami (0. ) ............ 10 VSC 
(L) VSC 1 , Perrbroke State ........ 5 VSC 
(L) VSC 4, PelT-broke State ........ 5 (L) VSC 

VSC 5, Western Carol ina ...... 1 VSC 
VSC 6, Mar ian · ............... 2 (L) VSC 
VSC 4, Mar ian · ............... 3 VSC 

(L) VSC 3, Jacksonv ill e .......... 4 VSC 
VSC 3, Marian · ............... 0 

( L) VSC 5, Erskine · .............. 6 NAIA 
(L) VSC 0, Erskine · .............. 1 

VSC 16, Armstrong State · ...... 0 VSC 
VSC 13, Armstrong State · ...... 0 VSC 

(L) VSC 1 , Jacksonv ill e .......... 4 (L) VSC 
VSC 7, Shorter · .............. 0 VSC 
VSC 5, Shorter · ............... 0 

0.00; Gordy Gruhl 0-0, 0.00; 
Paul Montgomery 0-0, 26.87) 

2, Georgia Southwestern . .. 0 
2, Mercer . ................ 1 
5, Georgia Southwestern . .. 3 
4, Columbus · .............. 3 

13, Piedmont · .............. 3 
7, Mercer . ................ 3 
1 , Georgia Southern . ...... 4 
2, Columbus · .............. 1 
0, West Georgia . ........... 1 
4, West Georgia . .......... 1 
4, Piedmont · .............. 1 

DI STRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Tallahassee, Fl a. 

7, Columbus · .............. 2 
3, Florida A&M · ........... 2 
0, Florida A&M · ........... 20 

10, Flor ida A&M · ........... 1 

VSC 11 , Armstrong State · ...... 1 NAIA AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP 
VSC 13, Armstrong State · ...... 6 Knoxv i 11 e, Tenn. 

(L) VSC 3, Georgia Southern ...... 5 (L) VSC 8, Ouachita Baptist . ...... 11 
VSC 2, Berry · ................ 1 (L) VSC 5, Livingston . ............ 11 
VSC 2, Berry · ................ 0 



STANDING: Coach Thomas, jimmy [)eVane, Chip Hall, Steve Rominger, Leroy 
Purdy, Steve Crawford, Harry jones, Greg Lee, Steve Sorgius, Larry Hysler, Terry 
Fields, Coach Bobo Short. KNEELING: Rusty Simpson, Richard Vann, Paul 

.. 

Montgomery, Spence Kiser, Bill Baggett, Bobby Tripp, Andy Hassell, jimmy 
Hall, Gordy GruhL 



Rebels' Purdy, . Sorgius 
Both Pitch No-Hitters 

By .SAMMY GLASSMAN ed vSC's 10-hit attack. Held • 
Times Sports Edit.or score lEis!> for four frames, the 

ValdQsta State College hurlers Rebs tallied three times in the 
Leroy Purdy and Steve Sorgius fifth and twice more in the 
pltched back - to - back no-hit- sixth, while Purdy was going 
ters and came within an eye- the perfect route on the mound. 
lash of making it a pair of per· * 
feet performances as the base-

ball Rebels swept a twin - bill .·Rehel. Tally with conference foe. Shorter 
College here Monday. FIRST GAME 

Of~~~~ :~~ ~~t f~~~n~~~ i~~:~' 3~b .:::::::::::::<~ t~ h(i 
ings by mutual agreement, ~tephenson, c ............. 3 0 0

0 
~ 

h T Th 'R b rhrogmorto.. S8 .......... 3 0 . coac, ommy omas e s lofoor. p , .... _ ......... 2 0 0 0 

r:sa~:r l~k7~a~k~, ~-OG~C:;f~ ;~~~~~e~:' ~:" .. ':::::~::~:~:': 2~ i ~ 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer- :urtis, lh ..... _ ........ 2 0 0 0 

ence opponent from Rome, Ga. rotals nO" n 

On a day which certainly has Valdo.la State all r ~ .bi 
no equal in past VSC baseball Tn,er,.-I .. _ ................ 3 1 1 

tiolden. cf .•.••••••• 0 ••••••• 1 0 t) 0 histol'y~ freshman, Sorgius and ilmpson 30 ............... 4 1 21 

, RN\homonl Purd", a pair of left- Crawfol'll, rf ............... 4 1 2 U 
...."..' ol Bail/ea, If ............. _. :J 1 2 1 hinders, faced only 43 bats- Romingtr." ............... 3 0 2 1 
man .ft,.Mo one above the abso Jones, ib ••• _ .............. 2 1 1 0 . ; J...... ..'. - LEROY PURDY STEVE SORGIUS 'frIPP, ,. • .................. 3 1 1 0 lute miniln~ for the 14 inn- Fields". • ................. II 0 0 0 
fft"S wbich the ·doubleheader Perfect Day He Sizzled Hysler, 2b .......... _ .... 3 0 0 0 
;:.'~';..A. Hall. 2b .................... 0 1 0 0 
UUllo':'U ,sorgius, p ............... ,,3 0 1 0 

Shorter's lone. base runner of. * . * Totals ~9 1 II 4 
the day was Jun Wade, who breakmg variety. I here Wednesday. I ~horter . .. .... 000 000 0-+ 0-'1 

~hed first on VSC's only er- The moundsmen were backed "I've never seen anything I • ",~do~ta 'o~~.!te ., 31J 000 x-H2-1 

ror .of the afternoon after one by a defense that made just I quite like it," Thomas saId al.! LOB .. Rtorler 1, VSC 6. 
was out in the sixth frame of one hanriless error in 14 inn-, ter the Rebs had polished oft! :: -. ~.';gett. 
the opening contest. ings and an attack which pro-I the Hawks twice in such amaz· 1 '[;F:: jo~~":: 

Up until then Sorgius had cut duced a total of 22 hIlS, 12 ing style. "What can I say./. (w) I~ : ~.~ b~ ": 

down 16 straight Shorter bats- in the first game and second I'm proud of everyone of our. ,;~~~' L) 6 12 7 5 1 0 

men and after 'Wade "lived" on in the contests. II players who contributed to this I., . f>ECOND GAME 

the error he put down the next When it was o'/er the Rebels outstanding accomplishment." l!i~:?n~~~R2b . ..... ..a~·o "/'~ 
five men he faced in order, had boosted their overall rec- On the offensive side in the IYiggs. ;lb , .... _ ....... 3 ~ 0 P 
. t ., rf ted t 9 10 d ped th' f' t VSC' d h't I <';tephen< 1f·1b .".... ..... 3 nco JUS tnl,ssmg a pe ec gam. or 0 - an up elr I ITS game, s ozen 1 S ~hrolm1~,-ton, p ............. 1 0 0 0 

Th~ freshma.n whiffed. six as he GIAC mark to 3-0. The pair included a triple by. Sp"nc? Il):~~~~: ~f .::::::':::.:~~::::! ~ ~ ~ 
claJ.med a VIctory WhIch boost- of losses left the Hawks WIth KIser and a double by b.! II Bag.; Ware,., ................... 2 0 e 0 

ed his record to 3-2. an 0·7 record in all game:, and gett. Baggett also had a Sing'e 'olomon •. :"f " .......... ,.2 II 0 0 

.. Purdy came on in the second an 0-3 conference chart. I to his credit and Rusty Simp-, :':.l,~~~:,pr',bI~ .. _: ::.::::::::,~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ame to mow down 21 straight VSC was to meet loop foe II son Steve Crawford and Steve: TOTAJ~~ . , ........... 21. 0 0 0 
Ie> "VAlDOSTA STATE ab r h ,bi Shor~r batsmen for a perfect Armstro~g State College at Sa-I R~minger each rapP2d out a:K'"~r. d ., .......... 4 2 2 1 
no-hItter. The sophomore strucklvannah In a double-header tC)'iparr of one· baggers. VSC s~()r-i~mr·on. 3.b '" .. _ ...... 4 0 1 1 

out 11 as he chalked up hlS I d,ay, WIth only the fmt tlltl ed theIr seven runs m the fIrSt ~~~~~t~~')/ .':::::::::::::::;; ~ : 
second win against four losses, counting in the GIAC st~nd·' three innings and coasted in I Rominger, c ................ 3 0 1 
some of which were the heart- i ings. The Rebs are to host non.! from there. I ~on •• , 1i> ......... _ ......... 1 0 0 , 

' I I· TIP.p, ~~ .............. - •••.•• 3 0 0 .L.. _______ -___ . --- conference oppoaent Georgia i In the second game Kiser, ,~y.I.I'. 2b .................. J 1 

Southern College from States-[with a double and a single, andl~~~~y· i' .. ::::::::::::::::'" ~ g 0 

bm'o in a game set for :'l p. lll. i Baggett, with two singles, pac·,.EoT'LS 27 ~ 10 4 
------------'--~. ,horl~r , '" ',,' 000 000 0-0·0·3 l-____________ I Valdo.l t State " ,', 000 032 x-5·10 0 

F. ~- 81 f'phrnG. WAre 1. • 
r /1R - V~:C 7. Shnri (·r 0 

liB - ,lones. r;I'."'fOrd.
lp

H;Il .... :::.r, .. 
rlll'll,y (II'. .:. ''1,'f ~.'. ';1 p 
,. hrognlf..II Ion • . .. "1'; •• a ';'.'J I, 
',;\lI''i. If' """ .,,4 7 If':f 0 1 
--------- .. _---.-- ---. 





1971 RESUME 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

Valdo~ta State won their third consecutive Georgia Conference champion
ship in 1971, going 8-2 in the loop, but sl ipping to an overall 24-18 log. 
The Rebels attacked their most ambitious schedule ever, and suddenly were 1-6, 
after losing to Florida State (who finished second in the NCAA's), dropping 
four games on their Southern swing, and coming home to losses to Ohioans, Cin
cinnati and Bo\"tl ing Green. 

VSC came back strong, beating Pembroke State twice, defeating Mercer, and 
spl itting with nationally ranked Rollins. Locally, persistent Armstrong State 
spl it a double-header, while old nemisis West Georgia also maneuvered a stand
off. Columbus, only in its second year as a 4-year school, tagged itself the 
District favorite by blasting the Rebs twice, 11-8 and 7-3. Home games were 
won over both Georgia Southern and Jacksonville, while both the Eagles and 
Dolphins recipricated on the road. 

The NAIADistrict-25 tournament was a classic (see tournament section), as 
the Rebels eliminated both Columbus (in their park), and conference rival 
Shorter. Again, however, the Area play-offs proved to big a hurdle, as VSC 
lost close ones to David Lipscomb (4-1), and the State College of Arkansas (2-1). 

Team statistics were not impressive, with a .253 average, and a 3.11 ERA. 
Sophomore second-sacker Bobby Tripp (.319) led the hitters, with only Moose Jones 
(.306), Craig Courtney (.279, after a year's lay-off), and frosh Gene Felts (.275) 
providing any punch. Leroy Purdy (6-4, 1.48 ERA), Rusty Simpson (6-4, 2.46 ERA), 
and JC transfer Ronald Bennett (6-2, 2.64 ERA) pitched very steady, but had 
problems in some of the big games. 

Ron Nasworthy (3-5, 6.50 ERA) threw bee-bee's, but had control problems, 
while frosh Dar Chadwick (2-1, 0.75 ERA), won the season's biggest game in drop
ping Shorter, 2-1, in the District finale.· Although the season ended on a losing 
note, a veteran team would return for the 1972 campaign, including a top-notch 
infield. 



VALOOSTA STAlE 
1971 Baseball 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 24 - lost 18 

Bobbv Tripp, 2b 
Harry Jone~" lb 
Craig Court.ney, rf 
Gene Fe1 ts, cf 
Ronald Bennett, p 
Steve Romi~ger, c 
Rusty Simpson, 3b-p 
Terry Fie1~s, 5S 

A 1 Go 1 den, 1 f 
Jimmy Ha 11., 3b 
Greg Lee, If-p 

TOTALS 

AB 
135 
157 
147 
167 
37 

140 
111 
122 
82 
49 
51 

R 
31 
23 
21 
28 

6 
15 
14 
18 
6 
5 
4 

H 
43 
48 
41 
46 
10 
37 
26 
2l 
17 
1 
r .> 

BI 
16 
28 
20 
12 
9 

22 
9 

17 
6 
6 
3 

1295 187 327 163 

AVG. 
.319 
.306 
.279 
.275 
.270 
.264 
.234 
.221 
.207 
.143 
.098 

.253 

2R 3B HR 
500 
816 
8 3 1 
422 
301 
601 
201 
502 
120 
000 
000 

42 9 16 

SH 
11 
8 

14 
o 
o 
2 

11 
2 
3 
2 

70 

(Dan Chac:wick, p 10-5, .500; Ron Nasworthy, p 16-5, .313; Leroy Purdy, p 
29-5, .172; ei11 Huxford, ut1 29-5, .172; Dudley Spruill, inf 6-0, .000; 
Andy Hassel I, p 2-0, .000; Bob Lingenfelter, p 2-0, .000; CoIl ier Black, p 
1-0, .000; Richard Vann, p 1-0, .000; Mark Kilmer, of 1-0, .000) 

Danny Chad\ll.ick 
Leroy Purdy 
Rusty Simpson 
Ronald Bennett 
Ron Nasworthy 

G 
5 

13 
14 
12 
10 

IP 
24 
85.1 
95 
68.1 
44.1 

H R 
16 6 
75 25 
94 33 
61 32 
3? 39 

ER BE SO 
2 8 20 

14 35 53 
26 20 70 
20 14 61 
32 50 43 

W-L 
2-1 
6-4 
6-4 
6-2 
3-5 

E.R.A. 
0.75 
1.48 
2.46 
2.64 
6.50 

TOTALS 42 344.2 314171119158264 24-18 3.11 

6.78; 
(Bob Lingenfelter 

CoIl ier Black 1-0, 
0-0, 0.00; 
7.88) 

Andy Hassell 

(L) vsc 1 , Flor ida State · ......... 13 (L) 
vsc 4, Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 (L) VSC 2, St. Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 (L) vsc 4, St. Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 (L) 

(L) vsc 0, South Flor ida · ......... 8 (L) 
(L) VSC 1 , South Flor i da · ......... 11 (L) 
(L) vsc 2, Bowl i ng Green State . . . . 3 (L) vsc 2, Cincinnati . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 vsc 1 , DePauw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

VSC 9, DePauw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
VSC 4, Erskine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 (L) vsc 5, Erskine ................ 0 (L) VSC 2, Armstrong State ........ 5 
VSC 8, Armstrong State ........ 1 
VSC 5, Pembroke State . . . . . . . . . 1 

0-0, 3.25; Greg Lee 0-2, 

vsc 2, West Georgia ........... 
VSC 10, Georgia Southwestern ... 
vsc 7, Piedmont · .............. 
vsc 2, Georgia Southern ....... 
vsc 8, Columbus · .............. 
VSC 3, Columbus · .............. 
VSC 8, Piedmont · .............. 
vsc 5, Piedmont · .............. 
VSC 2, Jacksonv ill e ........... 
VSC 3, Georgia Southern ....... 
VSC 3, Jacksonville ........... 
NAIA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Columbus, Ga. 
VSC 10, Columbus ............... 

4 
0 
0 
3 

11 
7 
2 
3 
0 
2 
5 

9 vsc 5, Pembroke State . . . . . . . . . 3 (L) VSC 6, Shorter · ............... 10 VSC 10, Roll ins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 VSC 5, Columbus ............... 3 (L) vsc 0, Roll ins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 VSC 10, Shorter · ............... 2 VSC 4, Mercer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 VSC 2, Shorter · ............... 1 (L) vsc 3, Flor i da State .......... 17 vsc 6, Berry .................. 5 NAIA AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP VSC 8, Berry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 Knoxv i11e, Tenn • VSC 10, Georgia Southwestern .. . 2 (L) VSC 1 , David Lipscomb ......... 4 vsc 4, West Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . 2 (L) VSC 1 , Centra 1 Arkansas ....... 2 



I Rebels Capture' District Crown' 

photo by Jerry Bentley 

The V aldosta Stat~ College 
Rebels, down bv one game in 
the Di~trid ~.s double 
elimination tournament. ('am.· 
hack and shot down tilt' Shorler 
Hawks, 1 O.:~ :lnrl 2-1. The p:!ir 01" 
triumphs enabled thl~ Rebel~ to 
capture the Di~tricl 2.'i baseball 
championship for the third 
consecutive year. Valdosta, 
which had never played Shorter 
during the regular season, had to 
be content as co-champions of 
the Georgia Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference along with 
the Hawks, since both possessed 
identical records. 

A~ district champs, Valdosta 
State has earned the right· to 
play in the Area 5 playoffs 
whiCh-got underway yesterday_ 

I The Area 5 com.petition is also a 
double elimination tournament. 

. The other three teams involved 
in the tourney are: David 
Lipscomb 'Col~ege (38-12), 

photo by Jerry Bentley 

Members of the team are : (from left to right) .. Top Row - Bill Huxford, 
Alan Golden, Leroy Purdy, Greg Lee, Gene Felts, Bobby Tripp, Bob 
Lingenfelter. Middle Row - Ron Nasworthy, Terry Fields, Craig Court
ney, Steve Rominger, Harry Jones, Rusty Simpson. Bottom Row -Mark 
Kilmer, Dudley Spruill, Collier Black, Andy Hassell, Ronald Bennett, . 
Jimmy Hall, Danny Chadwick. 

them all the way. It was a tough 
battle, one that we had to fight 
up hill. But they came through 
in great ~tyle. We got a fine team 
effort. " 

The first game of the Friday 
twin bill was highlighted by 
explosive bats and sound 
pitching. Rusty Simpson started 
and was relieved after six innings 
by Leroy Purdy and Ronald 
Bennett. Gene Felts, freshman 
centerfielder. blasted a towering 
grand slam homer in the fourth 
inning, a frame that produced a 
total of eight runs for the 
Rebles. 

In the ~econd encounter, the 
flame throwing performance of 
freshman pitcher Danny 
Chadwick enabled VSC to clinch 
the championship. Shorter 
scored first with one run in the 
third inning. Valdosta State tied 
it up at 1-1 with a score in the 
fourth. Bobby Tripp walked, 
moved to ~econd on Craig 
Courtne\"~ sacrifice bunt and 
scored on a single by Jones. The 
scoring was over for Shorter. but 
not for the spirited Rebels. In 
the fjfth, Alan Golden 
hammered a triple and then 
scored on a sacrifice by Terry 
Fields. It may not have been 
evident at the time, but with this 
marker,· the District 25 
championship was history. 

Nashville tennessee; Livingston 
State College (34-6), Livingston, 
Alabama; State .College of 
Arkansas (16-10), State College, 
Arkansas; All games are being 

played at Del Meyer Stadium in 
-Knoxville, Tennessee. The 
Rebels playl'!d yesterday agairtst 
David Lipscomb. 

Head Coach Tom~~ Thomas 

This reporter would like to 
had this to say after VSC express sincere congratulations 
cliDched the" district title, "Our. to. head coach Tommy Thomas 
players reached down and gave and' the entire team of the 
that something extra when they . Valdosta State Rampaging 
had to. I was very, very proud of Rebels. 



I 

, 



1972 PESUr'lE 
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS 

The 1~172 season began rather slow, with the Rebels 3-4 after seven games, 
and 5-5 ~fter ten. But then Gene Felts took over. The big, Lakeland, Ga .• 
centerfielc.er led the Rebels to 13 straight wins, including a 14-2 rout of 
Florida Stete, a 9-5 win over Georgia Southern, and twin 4-2 nods against West 
Geor~l i a. 

Felts (.368) hit 13-homers on the year, and led the team in every offensive 
category. including 50-RBI IS, and 28 extra-base-hits. He received adequate sup
port from Bobby Tripp (.327), Craig Courtney (.325), Eddie Cowart (.322), and 
Frank Sumner (.315), and also got five round-trippers from catcher Steve Rominger. 

Pitching wise, the team had a 2.88 ERA (compared to a record .292 team 
batting aVE-rage), and were led by senior hurlel·s Ronald Bennett (8-4, 2.14 ERA), 
Rusty Simpson (7-2,2.45 ERA), and Leroy Purdy (6-4, 3.09 ERA). Relief was a 
big problem, although Marty LeFiles went 1-0 (0.53 ERA) in 17-innings pitched. 

The Rebels easily won the Georgia Conference again (the fourth consecutive 
year), witr. a 7-1 record, including two pressure-packed wins over rival Shorter. 
For the first time in the school IS history, and against a tough schedule, VSC 
became a legitimate small-college power, by achieving a 28-15 record, incluciing 
the NAJA District title, and runner-up in the Area. Shoddy fielding cost the 
Rebs their best-ever chance to go to the Nationals, although Area champion David 
Lipscomb (an 8-3 victor over VSC) did finish second in the nation. 

Coach Tommy Thomas did a great coaching job, and his players responded well, 
in many crucial situations. Thomas grabbed both Conference, and District Coach
of-the-Year honors (for the third time), while Felts became the first, first-team 
All-American in the school IS history (in any sport). Gene had the type of super 
year (against good opponents) that very few players ever experience, and the NAJA 
recognized this in making its award. 

Courtney 

.. 



AB 
Gene Felts, cf 168 
Bobby Tr i pp, 2b 162 
Craig Courtney, 1b 151 
Eddie Cowart, If 115 
Frank Sumner, rf 168 
Ronald Bennett, p 40 
John Bradley, 3b 56 
Te r ry Fie Ids, s s 126 
Rusty Simpson, 3b-p 99 
Steve Rominger, c 138 

TOTALS 1426 

(Leroy Purdy, p 34-12, .353; 

VALOOSTA STATE 
1972 Baseball 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 28 - lost 15 

R H BI 
54 61 50 
43 53 22 
30 49 37 
19 37' 17 
33 53 11 
11 11 8 
9 F ~I 7 

14 32 14 
15 24 20 
19 32 21 

287 417 246 

Steve Jones, utI 

AVG. 2B 
.363 9 
.327 5 
.325 10 
.322 5 
.315 4 
.275 3 
.268 1 
.254 3 
.242 2 
.232 8 

.292 59 

29-10, .345; 
1b 15-4, .267; Bob White, 3b 19-5, .263; Ronnie Pitcock, of 
Steve Whitley, 2b 4-1, .250; Dudley Spruill, 3b 13-3, .231 ; 
22-4, .182 ; Mike Archer, p 7-1 , .143 ; Marty LeFiles, p 9-1 , 
Hassell, p 11 -1 , .091 ; Danny Chadwick, p 8-0, .000) 

G IP H R ER BB SO 
Ronald Bennett 14 96.2 93 36 23 18 71 
Rusty Simpson 10 77 69 28 21 7 50 
Leroy Purdy 13 93 71 38 32 37 69 
Andy Hasse II 10 39.1 35 23 14 26 25 
Danny Chadwick 8 30 45 24 20 7 20 

TOTALS 45 366 336 159 117 102 245 

(Ma rty LeF i I es 1-0, 0.53; Mike Archer 0-0, 4.15) 

3B HR SB 
6 13 19 
2 0 4 
3 1 6 
0 0 7 
1 0 6 
0 1 0 
1 0 3 
3 2 4 
3 1 1 
0 5 3 

22 26 65 

Jerry Dennis, 
32-8, .250; 

Al Golden, of 
. 111 ; Andy 

W-L E.R.A. 
8-4 2.14 
7-2 2.45 
6-4 3.09 
3-2 3.21 
3-3 6.00 

28-15 2.88 



VSC 3, 
'-<VSC 4, 

VSC 7, 
(L) VSC 7, 

VSC 5, 
,-,VSC 5, 

(L) vsc 3, 
(L) VSC 4, 
(L) VSC 1 , 

VSC 6, 
VSC 3, 

(L) VSC 2, 
VSC 5, 
VSC 8, 
vsc 8, 
VSC 1 LI , 

VSC 9, 
VSC 1 LI , 

vsc 9, 
VSC L· I, 
VSC 5, 
vsc 18, 
VSC 9, 
VSC 4 , 
vsc 4, 

VALOOSTA STATE 
1972 Baseball 

FINAL SCORES 
won 28- lost 15 

Eastern Kentucky ............ .. 2 (L) VSC 
Eastern Kentucky ............ .. 4 (L) vsc 
Roll ins .............................. .. 5 vsc 
Roll ins .............................. ., 10 (L) VSC 
SIU-Edwardsville .. ............ 4 VSC 
SIU-Edwardsville .............. 5 (L) VSC 
Georgia .............................. .. 6 (L) VSC 
Bowl i ng Green State .... .... 5 (L) VSC 
Bowl i ng Green State ...... .. 5 vsc 
Erskine ................................ 4 VSC 
Erskine ................................ 0 vsc 
Mor r i s Harvey ................ .... 4 (L) vsc 
Morr i s Harvey .................... 1 
Georgia State .................... 7 NAIA 
Georgia State .................... 0 
Flor ida State .. .................. 2 VSC 
III ino is Benedictine ... 2 VSC 
111 ino is Benedictine .. . 1 (L) vsc 
Georgia Southern ............. 5 vsc 
Shor-ter ................................ 3 
Shorter ................................ 1 NAIA 
Georgia Southwestern ... 0 
Mercer .......................... 4 (L) VSC 
West Georgia ........... 2 vsc 
West Georgia ........... 2 VSC 

(L) vsc 
NOTE: '-'denotes tie game. 

5, Georgia Southwestern ... 6 
5, Mercer .................................. 11 
5, Columbus .............................. 4 
1 , Columbus .............................. 3 

13, Piedmont .............................. 0 
6, Piedmont .. ............................ 7 
2, Georgia Southern .............. 7 
2, Columbus .............................. 4 
4, Columbus .............................. 2 

21 , Piedmont .. ............................ 2 
9, Piedmont .. ............................ 0 
2, Flor ida State .................... 3 

DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Valdosta, Ga. 

10, Berry ................................... 1 
4, Shorter .. .............................. 1 
3, Columbus .............................. 5 
6, Columbus .. ............................ 2 

AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Knoxv i 11 e, Tenn. 
4, Birmingham Southern 7 

13, Ouachita Baptist . ...... 0 
8, Birmingham Southern . ... 2 
3, David Lipscomb ......... 8 
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1973 RESlME 
VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS 

Coach Thomas faced a rebuilding year in 1973, having lost many front-l ine 
players, including the 1969 freshman crew that had carried the Rebels to four 
consecutive Georgia Conference championships, four consecutive NAIA District 
titles, and four consecutive NAIA Area appearances. 

Besides losing some top-talent, VSC became an independent for the first 
time since 1957, dropping from the GIAC to join the newly formed South Atlantic 
Conference, which would begin operation in 1974. Also, the team would campaign 
under a new nickname, as the school became the Blazers (dropping the Rebel tag), 
to pacify a few black students on the Valdosta State campus. Although the nick
name change would cause no problems, Thomas knew that without the incentive of a 
conference chase, and with the addition of a host of rookies, it might be a long 
year; so what did he do-- he initially scheduled 54 regular season games (by far 
a school record), which sounded absurd under the circumstances. 

But "T.T.II knew what he was doing. He justified the extended season by 
recruiting some top talent, that would provide VSC with their best record in 
history (43-14), including a third place (tie) finish in the school's first ever 
visit to the NAIA World Series. The Blazers sped to VSC's best ever start (at 
times 8-0, 13-1, and 18-2), which included wins over Kentucky, and Bowl ing Green, 
and a two-game sweep of Georgia. In their first 20-outings, only Florida State 
(3-2), and Lewis (1-0, with All-American Tom Brennan besting Sam Bowen in a 
classic match-up) could beat Valdosta State. VSC then dropped 8 of 18, in a mid
season slump, but rebounded to win 12-straight, including the team's fifth con
secutive NAIA District title. 

The Blazers went into the NAIA Area feel ing confident with their 38-10 
record, and three game District sweep, although defending champion David Lips
comb (40-8), and Birmingham Southern (38-6) stood in their way. After sweeping 
past the State College of Arkansas 11-0, Jerome Register (.305) etched his name 
forever in the VSC memory book, with a clutch throw and hit (see the tournament 
section for greater detail), to top Lipscomb 1-0. 

Bowen pitched the second game of the finals, after a 10-8 loss to Southern, 
a superb 2-0, 17 strike-out, win over the Alabamians to send the team skyward to 
the long dreamed of NAIA World Series, in Phoenix, Ariz. Two catastrophies, some 
bad luck, and a ridiculous call, or two, ended VSC's Sun Valley stay prematurely 
(with a 2-2 National's record), but it was a great year, and one which saw many 
honors passed to both Coach Thomas, and individual members of the team. 

The Blazers had some luck (which every successful club needs) during the 
year, but for the most-part it was talent that made the season. Gene Felts (.368) 
again led the hitters (although his home run production fell to four), and he was 
named first-team NAIA All-American for the second consecutive year. Centerfielder 
Bowen (who was barely steered away from Georgia Southern, out of Brunswick JC) was 
voted the team's MVP, although he hit only .266, but with 23 extra-base-hits, and 
7 homers. Sam also was 3-2 (1.10 ERA) on the hill, including a one-hitter against 
Malone in the Nationals. 

Register didn't claim an outfield berth until ten games into the season, but 
the strong, sppedy, Valdosta native was Mr. Clutch in most situations. With Bowen, 
and Felts, he helped form on of the nation's best outfields. Although Jerome was 
a surprize, the biggest shocker of all was Steve IIGoofy" Jones (.300) at first. 
Goofy did the job all year, and hit .500 in the Nationals (a position record that 



still stands). Frank Sumner (.274) provided leadership behind the plate, while 
the keystone combo of Terry Fields (.223), and Bobby Tripp (.277) was more than 
adequate. Tripp got off to a terrible start, but recovered in time to receive 
honorable mention All-American honors. 

Part of the reason Bowen received his MVP honors was because of the pitchers 
votes, who unanimously saluted his major league defense. But even with the team's 
great outfield, the pitching was much more than expected. Coach Thomas picked up 
journeyman, right-hander Pat Arnett (8-4, 1.99 ERA), and the veteran transfer 
(North Florida JC, and Stetson) responded, pitching the majority of the "big" 
games. Nicknamed liThe Old Man," Arnett had long since ruined his arm (by fool
hardedly throwing semi-pro, double, and triple-headers) by over pitching. How
ever, he survived with a variety of pitches, including a smooth, oily "spitter," 
which he used to perfection. Arnett was one of the few college pitchers who need
ed an oil change every few days, and rumor has it, that he carried a concealed dip 
stick. He was also the master of the quick pitch. 

Augmenting Pat, was freshman Lee Daney (8-6, 2.12 ERA). an Air Force veteran, 
who threw hard, and was 5-0, at one time during the year. Daney, however, was 
unable to get along with the majority of the team, and was also plagued with a 
beautiful wife, who drew looks, smirks, and routine, male conversation from the 
Blazers. These facts, along with Arnett being awarded the Best Pitcher award (on 
a team vote), made Lee decide to not accompany the team to Phoenix, and possibly 
lost VSC a national title. 

ReI ief ace Marty LeFiles (8-0, 2.36 ERA), did not start a game, but pitched 
brilliantly all year, including a 10.2-inning stint in the District, and a big 
win over Grand Canyon in Phoenix. Senior Andy Hassell (7-1, 1.54 ERA), and 
junior Dan Chadwick (6-0, 1.94 ERA) pitched against some weaker opponents, but 
still added immeasureably to the team's success. Delane Dacus (0-1. 1.78 ERA), 
and Rick Bowers (3-0, 1.57 ERA) also pitched well, mainly in relief. Bowers, 
however, broke curfew in Phoenix (it's always a woman), and was lost to the team 
in the, Nationals. 

You always remember your first, and 1973 was Valdosta State's first World 
Series. Although the hitting was only fair (.272), the pitching was the best in 
years (1.88 ERA), and that, combined with great spirit, and determination made the 
Blazers first year, truely one to remember. 



AB 
Gene Felts, 1 f 212 
Jerome Register, rf 141 
Steve Jones, 1b 210 
Bobby Tripp, 2b 191 
Dud 1 ey Spru ill, 3b 47 
Frank Sumner, c 215 
Sam Bowen, cf 184 
Bob White, 3b 74 
Pat Arnett, p-dh 71 
Al Golden, dh 84 
Terry Fields, ss 179 
John Bradley, 3b 85 
Darrell Branam, c 60 

TOTALS 1815 

(Andy Hassell, p 3-1 , .333; 
7-2, .286; Marty Bishop, 3b 

VALOOSTA STA1E 
1973 Baseball 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 43 - lost 14 

R H BI 
41 78 29 
28 43 34 
32 63 22 
32 53 22 
9 13 5 

35 59 21 
43 49 36 
12 19 10 
9 18 11 
8 19 6 

23 40 20 
11 18 10 
8 9 5 

304 494 242 

Marty LeFiles, p 

AVG. 
.368 
.305 
.300 
.277 
.277 
.274 
.266 
.257 
.254 
.226 
.223 
.212 
.150 

.272 

7-2, .286; 
7-2, .286; Vince Musashe, 2b 

2B 3B H~ SB 
11 6 20 
5 3 1 10 
5 2 0 7 
6 1 0 6 
1 0 0 1 
8 1 1 8 

11 5 7 14 
3 0 0 3 
2 1 1 4 
1 1 0 0 
1 2 2 4 
2 0 0 2 
3 0 0 3 

60 22 17 87 

Lark Hahn, ut I 
8-2, .250; Ral ph 

S ta r ling, of 18-3, " 167; Niles Murray, of 6-1 , • 167; Cec i1 Barber, of 4-0, 
.000; Danny Chadwick, p 2-0, .000; Delane Dacus, p 1-0, .000) 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A. Sam Bowen 7 41 24 11 5 20 58 3-2 1. 10 
Andy Hasse 11 13 64.1 58 25 11 25 48 7-1 1.54 
Rick Bowers 9 34.1 28 8 6 21 18 3-0 1.57 
De I ane Dacus 8 25.1 27 15 5 17 20 0-1 1. 78 
Danny Chadwick 9 55.2 44 18 12 19 48 6-0 1.94 
Pat Arnett 17 117.2 94 40 26 52 98 8-4 1.99 
Lee Daney 14 89 59 26 21 47 65 8-6 2.12 
Marty LeFi les 14 53.1 48 21 14 14 25 8-0 2.36 

TOTALS 58 480.2 382 164 100 215 380 43-14 1.87 

TRIPP 
REGISTER 



VALOOSTA STA1E 
1973 Baseball 

FINAL SCORES 
won 43 - los t 14 

vsc 13, Morris Harvey .......... 3 
VSC 1, Morris Harvey .......... 0 
VSC 4, Georgia ..•............. 2 
VSC 3, Georgia ................ 2 
VSC 5, Morris Harvey .......... 2 
VSC 2, Morris Harvey .......... 1 
VSC 6, Kentucky ....•.......... 2 

*VSC 1, Kentucky .•............. 1 
VSC 9, Bowl ing Green State .... 5 

(L) vsc 1, Bowl ing Green State .... 2 
VSC 10, DePauw ................. 5 
VSC 6, DePauw ................. 5 
vsc 8, DePauw •..........•..... 0 
VSC 3, Southern Tech .......... 0 
vsc 9, Southern Tech .......... 0 

(L) vsc 2, Florida State .......... 3 
VSC 7, Erskine ................ 1 
VSC 7, Washington & Lee ....••. 0 
VSC 2, Washington & Lee ....... 1 
VSC 3, Lewis ..•............... 2 
VSC 8, Lewis .................. 6 

(L) vsc 0, Lewis ..•............... 1 
(L) VSC 3, Ashland ...............• 5 

VSC 3, Ashland ................ 2 
(L) VSC 3, Armstrong State .....•.. 4 

VSC 7, Armstrong State ......•• 3 
(L) VSC 8, Florida State .......... 9 

VSC 15, Oglethorpe .......•..... 0 
(L) VSC 1, St. Leo ................ 2 

VSC 5, St. Leo ................ 4 
VSC 7, Purdue-Calumet ......... 2 
VSC 17, Purdue-Ca I umet ......... 3 
VSC 11, Georgia Southwestern ... 8 
VSC 5, Mercer ................. 4 

(L) VSC 0, Mercer-Atlanta •.••.... 3 
VSC 8, Mercer-Atlanta .....•.. 5 

(L) VSC 0, Georgia Southern ••.... 12 
(L) VSC 5, Georgia Southern ....•. 8 

VSC 6, Georgia Southwestern .. 0 
(L) VSC 0, Columbus ..•...•.••.•.. 2 

VSC 3, Columbus ..•....••..... 2 
vsc 3, Mercer ........•..••... 2 
VSC 2, Columbus .....•...•.... 1 
VSC 6, Columbus ......••..•... 1 
VSC 8, USF-St. Petersburg 1 
VSC 2, USF-St. Petersburg 0 
VSC 6, USF-St. Petersburg 5 

NAIA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Valdosta, Ga. 

VSC 12, West Georgia .....••.•. 2 
VSC 5, Shorter ...•••.••.•..•. 2 
VSC 4, Columbus .......••..•.. 3 

NAIA AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Knoxv ill e, Tenn. 

VSC 11, Central Arkansas ..••.. 0 
VSC 1, David Lipscomb .•...... 0 

(L) VSC 8, Birmingham Southern 10 
VSC 2, Birmingham Southern ... 0 

NAIA WORLD SERIES 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

(L) VSC 3, Phil] ips ....•..••..•.• 4 
VSC 2, Malone .....••..•..•..• 0 
VSC 10, G rand Canyon .•.•...•.. 8 

(L) VSC 2, Eastern Connecticut •.. 3 

NOTE: *denotes tie game. Central Arkansas was formerly, State College of Arkansas. 

'Gol den:;,' 
,~. ' 
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1 sf row: Larry Renew, Manager; Bobby Tripp; Pete Reeves; Bob White; 
Bart Bullock, bat boy; Vince Musashe; Andy Hassell; John Bradley; Bill 
Postell, public announcer. 
2nd row: Sam McConnell, trainer; Lark Hahn; Marty Bishop; Dudley 
Spruillj·Sam Bowen; Pat Arnett; Darrel Branam; Terry Fields; Dan Chad
wick; Cecil Barber; Bentz Kirby, Manager. 
3rd row: Dave Waple, Coach; Jeff Greenhalgh; Steve Jones; Jerome 
Register; Rick Bowers; Frank Sumner; Niles Murray; Delane Dacus; Marty 
Lefiles; Gene Felts; Alan Golden; Lee Daney; Thomas Drazdowski; 
Tommy Thomas, Coach . 

. _-



March 16 
123 456 789 R H E 

Morris Harvey •••••••••••• 000 001 020 _ 3 2 5 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 102 003 52x -13 13 1 

Damron, Buchberg (7) & Cappuccio; Arnett & Branam. 
(Felts 3xS, 2b-2b; Sumner 3x4; Branam 2x4, Register 
2x5, 3 rbits) WP- Arnett (I-O), LP ... Damron 

March 17 

123 456 7 R H E 
Morris Harvey •••••••••••• 000 000 0 _ 0 1 1 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 000 1 ~ 1 2 0 

Perri, Klatzkin (5) & Cappuccio; Daney & Branam. 
WP- Daney (1-0), LP- Klatzkin 

123 456 7 R H E 
Georgia •••••••••••••••••• 100 100 0 2 4 3 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 040 x _ 4 4 1 

Nevinger., Mitchell (5) & Peele; Bowen & Branam. 
WP. Bowen (1-0). LP- Nevinger 

March 18 
123 456 7 R H E 

Georgia •••••••••••••••••• 011 000 0 .. 2 7 1 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 020 000 1 _ 3 5 1 

Braswell & 0 'Conner; Hassell & Branam. 
(Bradley 2 rbits) WP. Hassell (1-0), LP. Braswell 

123 456 7 R H E 
Morris Harvey •••••••••••• 001 100 0 ~ 2 6 2 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 200 030 x _ 5 8 2 

Miller & Berlinsky; Dacus, LeFiles (4) & SUlIUler. 
(Bowen 2x3, 2b-HR, 4 rbits; Fields 2x3) WP
LeFiles (1-0), L~ Miller 

March 19 
123 456 789 R 

Morris Harvey •••••••••••• 001 000 000 .. 1 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 011 OOx .. 2 

Francis & Cappuccio; Chadwick & Branam. 
2x4} wp_ Chadwick (1....0), LP- Francis 

March 20 

H E 
8 2 
5 4 

(Felts 

With Valdosta State leading Oglethorpe 5-0, and one out in the 
fi:fth inning, a drizzle turned into a torrential. down_pour, and 
the game was washed out. Blazer pitcher Pat Arnett lost the wipe 
~ 
• March 21 

123 456 7 R H 
Kentucky ••••••••••••••••• 000 002 0 - 2 6 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 132 x - 6 9 

Howard, France (6) & Koenen; Daney, Arnett 
& Branam. (Jones 2x2; Tripp 2x3) WP- Daney 
LP- Howard 

E. 
2 
3 
_(6) 
(2-0) , 

123 456 789 R H E 
Kentucky ••••••••••••••••• 010 000 000 _ 1 6 0 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 000 100 _ 1 5 1 

Elliott & Foley; Bowers, LeFiles (3) & SUlIUler. 
(Felts 2x3; Bowen HR) 

f 
I; 



March 22 
123 456 7 R H E 

Bowling Green State •••••• 005 000 0 - 5 8 3 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 110 520 x • 9 9 2 

Fisher & Zuppardo; Hassell & Branam. (Register 
2x3; Fields 2x3; Sumner 2x4; Fel.ts F-m, 3 rbi's) 
WP. Hassell. (2-0), LP- Fisher 

123 456 7 R H E 
Bowl.ing Green State •••••• 100 010 0 - 2 6 0 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 001 0 - 1 5 1 

Young & Arbinger; Dacus & Branam. (Tripp 2x3) 
WP- Young, LP- Dacus (0-1) 

March 23 
123 456 789 R H E 

DePauw ••••••••••••••••••• 004 000 001 - 5 12 3 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 410 012 02x -10 11 2 

Buelow & Barry; Chadwick, Dacus (7) & Branam. 
(Sumner 3x5; Register 3x5; Felts 2x5, 2b) 
WP. Chadwick (2-0), LP- Buelow 

March 24 
123 456 7 R H E 

DePauw ••••••••••••••••••• 003 020 0 - 5 6 1 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 103 110 x - 6 6 5 

Walker & Dunn; Arnett & Branam. (Bradley 2x3, 2b) 
WP. Arnett (2-0), LP. Walker 

123 456 7 R H E 
DePauw ••••••••••••••••••• 000 000 0 _ 0 4 2 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 212 210 x _ 8 10 3 

Schott, Beynon (4), Sheridan ( 6) & Barry j Bowers 
& Sumner. (Bowen 2x2, 2b-2b, 3 rbi's; Golden 2x3, 
2b; Spruill· 2x3) WP- Bowers (1-0), LP- Schott 

March 27 
123 456 7 R H E 

Southern T~ch •••••••••••• 000 000 0 _ 0 4 1 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 020 001 x - 3 8 0 

Prince & Newman; Daney & Branam. (Bowen 2x3, HR, 
2 rbi1s; Bradley 2x2; Felts HR) WP. Daney (3-0), 
LP ... Prince 

123 456 7 R H E 
Southern Tech •••••••••••• 000 000 0 _ 0 5 2 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 001 161 x _ 9 12 2 

Hill, Roland (5) & Newman; Hassell & Sumner. 
(Sumner 2x4, 2b, 2 rbi's; Tripp 2x3, 2 rbi's; 
Register 2x3J Golden 2x2; White 2x2) WP- Hassell 
(3-0) J LP. Hill 

March 28 
123 456 789 R H E 

Florida State •••••••••••• 100 010 010 - 3 7 2 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 001 010 _ 2 5 2 

Fernald, Horn (8) & Sherrill; Arnett & Sumner. 
(Fel ts 3x4) WP- Fernald, LP. Arnett (2-1) 



March 31 - We.s-t- Ge<>r9ia (2) and A:pzo:i.1 3 - Erskine 
These games were cancelled because of rain. 13 inches fell in a 

five day period, and according to Head Coach Tommy Thomas (who took 
a correspondence course in meterology from Duck ?arnes Tech) this 
was the most rain since he took over at vsc in 1968. 

April 2 
123 456 789 R H E 

Erskine •••••••••••••••••• 000 000 010 - 1 3 3 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 040 000 03x - 7 12 0 

Hirst & Williams; Daney & Branam. (Sumner 3x5, 
3b, 2 rbi's; Felts 2x4; Jones 3x4j Bradley 2x4; 
Fields 2 rbi's) WP- Daney (4-0), LP- Hirst 

April 6 
123 456 789 R H E 

Washington & Lee ••••••••• 000 000 OOO~ 0 4 2 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 004 30x - 7 9 0 

Ferrarttino, Gutshall (7) & Gutshall, Cromein (7); 
Arnett & Sumner. (Sumner 2xS; Felts 2x4; Bowen 2x4, 
HR, 3 rbi's; Bradley 2x4) WP- Arnett (3-1), Lp- Ferrantino 

April 7 
123 456 7 R H E 

Washington & Lee ••••••••• 000 000 1 - 1 . 4 0 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 200 0 - 2 6 3 

Knauer & Cromein; Hassell & Branam. (Tripp 2x4, 
2bj White 2b, 2 rbi's) WP- Hassell (4-0). LP. Knauer 

April 10 
123 456 789 R 

Lewis •••••••••••••••••••• 011 000 000 - 2 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 110 010 OOx - 3 

Freberg & Wasik; Daney & Sumner. (Jones 
WP- Daney (5-0), LP- Freberg 

April 11 

H E 
5 2 
7 I 

2x3) 

123 456 789 R H E 
Lewis •• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 001 140 000 - 6 5 3 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 022 300 01x 8 5 1 

Markelz, Dybala (4) & Wasik; Arnett, LeFiles (5) 
& Branam, Sumner (6). (Jones 2x4; Arnett HR, 3 rbi t s; 
LeFiles HR) WP- LeFiles (2-0), LP- Markelz 

April 12 

Lewis •••••••••••••••••••• 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 

Brennan & Wasik; Bowen & 
LP- Bowen (1-1) 

April 13 

123 456 789 R 
000 100 000 - 1 
000 000 000 0 

H E 
4 2 
2 0 

Branam. WP- Brennan, 

123 456 78 R H E 
Ashland •••••••••••••••••• 200 000 00 - 2 8 0 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 002 01 3 7 1 

Kravec & Ickes; Bowers & Sumner. (Tripp 2x3; 
Golden 2 rbi1s) WP .. Bowers (2-0), LP- Kravec 





123. 456 7 R H E 
Purdue-Ca.l.umet ____ -.'......... 101 000 1 - 3 8 6 
Valdosta State' ............ 143 261 x -17 14 2 

Ridgley, Vaznonis {5} & Smith; Bowers & Branam. 
(Jones 2x3; Murray 2 rbi's; Fields HR, 3 rbi's; 
Branam 2x4) vJP- Bowers (3-0), LP. Ridgley 

April 23 @ Americus, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta State •••• ~ •••••• 020 050 103 -11 17 7 
Ga. Southwestern ••••• ~ ••• 013 010 012 - 8 12 6 

Dacus, LeFiles (5)& Sumner; Jenkins, Brown (6) 
& Lopney. (Jones 2x6, 3 rbi's; Felts 4x6, 2b, 3b, 
2 rbi' s # Sumner 2x6; Tripp 3x5; Bowen 3x5, 2b-2b; 
Fields 2x4, 3b) WP- LeFiles (4-0), LP- Jenkins 

April 24 
123 456 789 101112 131415 R H E 

Mercer ••••••••••••••••••• 003 000 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 4 8 4 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 020 000 110 0 0 0 0 0 1 - 5 13 5 

Sims & Dennis; Chadwick & Sumner. (Sumner 2x6; Tripp 2x6; 
Golden 2x5; White 2x6; Register 2x6, 2b) WP- Chadwick (4-0), 
LP. Sims 

April 28 
123 456 7 R H E 

Mercer-Atlanta ••••••••••• 002 100 0 • 3 4 2 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 000 0 - 0 1 1 

Thomas & Moreland; Arnett & Sumner. WP- Thomas, 
LP. Arnett (4-2) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Mercer-Atlanta ••••••••••• 100 111 1 _ 5 6 3 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 023 201 x 8 9 3 

Hurst, Horne (3) & Moreland; Hassell, LeFiles 
(6) & Sumner. (Felts 2x3; Tripp 4x4, 2b) WP
Hassell (6-1), LP- Hurst 

April 29 @ Statesboro, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 000 000 - 0 4 3 
Georgia Southern .~ •••• ~ •• 014 105 lOx -12 14 1 

Daney, LeFiles (3), Bowers (7), Dacus (8) & Sumner, 
Branam (7); Griggs, Kruppa (7) & Tamargo. WP. Griggs, 
LP- Daney (5-4) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 100 201 1 - 5 6 1 
Georgia Southern ••••• '.... 201 410 x - 8 9 1 

Bowen, LeFiles (4), Dacus (5), Bowers (6) & Branam, 
Sumner (5); Bigwood, Kruppa (7) & Tamargo. (Jones 
2x4, 2b-2b; Felts 2x3; Bowen HR, 2 rbits) WP
Bigwood, LP- Bowen (1-2) 



May 2 

123 456789 R H E 
Ga. Southwestern ••••••••• 000 000 000 _ 0 4 0 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 012 021 00x _ 6 13 0 

Bales & Looney; Chadwick & Sumner, Branam (8). 
(Tripp 2x3j Felts 2x4, 3b; Bowen 2b, 2 rbi's; 
Register 3x4) WP_ Chadwick (5-0), LP- Bales 

May 3 
123 456 7 R H E 

Columbus ••••••••••••••••• 100 000 1 _ 2 6 0 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 000 0 _ 0 4 1 

Chadwick & Cha:f:fer; Daney & Sumner. WP_ Chadwick. 
LP- Daney (5 ... 5) 

123 456 78 R H E 
Columbus ••••••••••••••••• 000 010 10 _ 2 8 5 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 002 000 01 _ 3 6 3 

Carroll & Cha:f:fer; Arnett & Sumner. (Jones 2x4; 
Tripp 2 rbi's) WP- Arnett (5-2), LP- Carroll 

May 5 @ Macon, Ga. 
123 456 789 1011 R H E 

Valdosta State ••••••••••• 011 000 000 0 1 ... 3 11 4 
Mercer ••••••••••••••••••• 000 000 020 0 0 ... 2 8 2 

Hassell, LeFiles (10) & Sumner; Payton & Dennis. 
(Bowen 2x4, 2b; White 2x4, 2 rbi's) WP- LeFiles (5-0), 
LP- Payton 

May 10 @ Columbus, Ga. 
123 456 7 R 

Valdosta State ••••••••••• 000 101 0 _ 2 
H E 
4 2 
4 3 Columbus ••••••••••••••••• 000 001 0 ... 1 

Daney & Sumner; Chadwick & Cha:f:fer; 
( 6-5), LP- Chadwick 

WP- Daney 

123 456 7 R H E 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 401 0010 _ 6 11 3 
Columbus ••••••••••••••••• 010 000 0 - 1 5 3 

Arnett & Sumner; Carroll, Mallory (3) & Cha:f:fer. 
(Bowen 2x4; Arnett 2x3, 2 rbi's; Jones 2x3; 
Fields 2 rbi's) WP_ Arnett (6-2), LP- Carroll 

May 11 
123 456 789 R H E 

USF-St. Petersburg ••••••• 000 001 000 _ 1 6 1 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 150 110 00x ... 8 11 2 

Kolb, Pollock (3), Chalapowski (6) & Valenty; 
Hassell, Bowen (7) & Sumner, Branam (7). (Sumner 
2x4, 2 rbi's; Felts 2x3, 3bj Register 2x2, 2 rbi's) 
WP- Hassell (7-1), LP- Kolb 

May 12 

123 456 7 R H E 
USF-St. Petersburg ••••••• 000 000 0 _ 0 2 3 
Valdosta State ••••••••••• 020 000 x _ 2 9 0 

Scha.!i & Valentyj Chadwick, Bowers ~5) & Sumner. 
(White 2x2, 2bj Jones 2x3) WP- Chadwick (6-0), 
LP- Schali 



~1ior Thom~, Baseball Isn't
Everything' 
---~.--~. . _.- - ----- ~ ----- ----

8, MIKE CRASON 
'R9,W oould aaybody cUalib Tommy Thomaa? 
Frtm fana. pla,ers and even opposing coaches, tbe 

me .... II always tbe PIlle ... Thomas is just a bard ,uy 
DOt •• otalon& witb. 

. Tlte Dic .. ,uy Ima,e of the '38-year-old Valdosta State 
~ue.. bead ~asebal1 coach is so evident tbat his 
a.al"nt considers it bia only qaw. 

"U tbere'a any thin, wron, with Tommy, it's tbat be's 
too Dice," V~ aasiatant coach Dave Waples said. "I've 

, been around him for five yeara, and I haven't found a fault 
yet.:" 

"lie' a just a clUlrm to work with. If you can't work with 
bim j JOu can't work witb anybody. " 

Almost the exact opposite of the soft-spoken Thomaa, 
"a~ .. admits his sometimes off-color languagf! and fiery 
_per may ha vI.' bad an adverse effect. 
, "J ma), have bel~d soU Tommy's character," Waples 

aaid. "I think he'a chanled a little over the years, and I 
think I'v. bad aa innuuce on that. 

"He bad never been thrown out of a game before I 
startett workin ..... th hlD), and now he's been thrown outo' 
three. What usually happened was that Iwould set tile IUY 
<umpire) up. Then Tommy would say one little tbiQ, and 
tbe.., bJows up. '.' 

".Nod I loved every minute of it." , 
TbpJil .... dmitl be has been criticized in the past for ~ot 

defemtinl his pIa),ers, enough durin, his lo-year stint as 
the "SCbead coach. 

"As I grew up, it wu my characteristic of not really 
,ettiq too hot with tbe umpires," Thomas sail,l. "~e " 
pel'8lUl I ,ot hotteat at was myself. I still feel that way. 
Very,:few times,can yo~ a.y the result of a game depended 
08 olfi$ting." , ' 
" ~.' fatber, Fred, bows only too well bow hoaeat 

with til_officials Tommy bas always been., . "Ke'. never been one to raise a lot of hell. with the 
umptJ-es," the elder Thomas, who has watched his sonjlo 
'tbl'OUlh every pbase of baseball from midget lealUe to 
coll"~!11 yal~osta, said. 

IiiWSmakenl 
~~~;.:;:.:~;:; :;:;:;:;:;:;:::;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;~:::;:::;:;::::::::::~:::;:;:;:;:::::;">:;:;?;:':;:;~;:;:;: ~~~ 

• . ..A $pslJilllnliglrt 
"He puts honesty above anythiq else in bis pJay. I've 

seen him miss second base and then go back and touch it 
when nobody else knew it. I'm just real proud of him." 

Although players are usually a hard lot to.Atitlfy as far 
as coaches 10, ~ost of those who have played under 
Thomas have 9DIy good things to say. 

"lowe coach Thomas everything," former VSC out
fielder Jerome Register said. "He really belped me.a lot." 

After a mediocre junior college eareer, Thomas·took a 
chance on" Register. The former LowlldesRigh School 
stando.ut made tb~ most of the opportunity and became a 
starting rig_tfielder, eventually drafted by the pros. 

Thomas ne.ver had a chance at major league stardom, 
but did ~y an outstanding high school career at 
Valdosta before moving into-the VSCstartiqlineup. 
~ accident in his senior year at VHS almoat ended his 

career prematurely. 
, "He was over in Waycross about tbe fi~st ,ame of the 
season," his f.thersaid, "and a pitcJl bit him ri,bt on the 

. side of the h_. It Caused his brain to IIwell; 
"For about three or four months tbere, be couldn't even 

talk. His ability to change thoughts iI.to words or deeds 
was destroyed. As the brain decreased in size, he 
gradually began to come back. 

"It gave me the biggest scare 01 my life." 
But Thom!l8 did survive the accident' and played 

baseball under Gary Colson and Bmy Grant at VSC. 
Grant, now the VSC athletic director" also coached 
Thomas in high school. 

After graduation from VSC with a degree in business 
administration, Thomas abandoned tbe athletic field for 
the first time in his life to work for IBM in Tallahassee, 



Fla. ' 
"1,diCln'~ like the i~a of my normally tanned complexion 

turaing,white from being in a windowl_ office in the 
mj4dl_ of .• building all the day,". Thomas said. "So I quit 
afier

o 

10 months." 
From the world .of big business, Thomas turned to 

teaching everything from spelling to geograpby at 
Morven Junior liligh Scbool. He got a taste of coaching in 
Morven and decided ~at was tbe direction be ought to set 
his life in. 

Two year, latet, he had a degre~ in physical education 
from GeoJ'iia'Soutbern and a coacbing job at Wilkinson 
County (Irwinton). 

His relationship with Grant brought bim back to 
Valdosta for a job at VSC in the fall of 1967. Two weeks 
before baseball season started in' the spring, he was 
named head coach, taking over for Grant. 

"'lbe idea was that I would Serve as Bill's assistant for 
two years," ThOQl8S said. "But he just had so mucb to do, 
he told me to go ahead and take the team." 

Over 300 victories later, Thomas still has it. In fact, his 
club is playing in the NCAA Division II national tour
name .. t this weekend. 

And 8()QlefaQw, he has accomplished it all without a wife 
at his side. 

"I'm not qainst the sacred vow of matrimony or 
anytblng," Thomas said. "I still look forward to the day 
when Imay have a: wonderful person to live with the rest 
of my life .. 

"I guess the reaSOn I haven't gotten married is just a 
matter of bt!ing occupied with all the things I have to do." 

Thomas points to his family and his religion as the most 
In;1portant things in his life. . 

He. still Uves at home with bis parents and teaches 
Sunday < sebool at St. John' The Evangelist Catholic 
Church. 

HBasebaU drive~ me nuts sometimes, but it's definitely 
,not the most important thing in my Ufe," Thomas said. 
"But I'm doing what I want to do, and what I like to do 
best." Tommy Thomas: Lives Up Tol1{lage 



TIll' "ahlosfa n"Hy Thllr~, MOil,', I\tareh 19, 19i3 -1·1-

Diamond .Blazers 
;ca:~~I·SS ·~:~_~: ___ .. _~;Fl~O'~! 7\ Totch Dour TY7z·ns Turner CF •• --- ........... 0 1 0 1." ~ .1." ~ W ~ 
.Johll!lJll JR ._ .••• _ •••••• _3 0 ~ 111~===========================================I Winalell.e 18 _ •• _ .•••••• _3 0 0 0 
Carp L~' __ ............... 3 0 1 0 
0INw ItF • __ ._. __ ....... __ 3 0 0 0 
Wilson 28 ._ •• ' ......... _.2 0 1 0 
O·Connor. C • __ •••••••••..• ___ 2 0 1 • 
Bra,weJI P ... _ ••••••• _. 3 0 2 1 
Talal, 2' 2 7 2 
"ald .. l. Siale .b. b ,bl 
Sumner RF ._._ ••••••••• _. 0 1 1· 
Tripp 2B ....... _ ........ 2 0 0 0 I 
Felts LF _'.'" ..... _ •• __ 3 0 0 0: 
Bowen Of •• '.' ••• '_.'" ._2 1 1 0 
Branam C _ ••••• _ ....... _2 0 0 0 
.Jon... IB • __ ..... ___ •••• , 1 0 0: 

Bradley 38 .. __ •••••• _ ••• 3 0 1 21' 
Tield& SS _., •••••• _ •••••• 3 0 1 0 
Hassell P •• _._ ........ _ 3 1 1 0 

~=~i. _ .. __ ._. ___ . ___ .811 ~ 0'-t.7} 
'alcloata ... __ ..... _ ..... 020 000 1-3·5-0 

E - Corp. - ~'en 
DP - Baker to WilSlln 10 WiDlllette 
LOI - Ga. " VSC - 4 

'Valdosta 
Takes Two 

VALDOSTA, Ga. - Lee Da· 
ney and Sam Bowen turned in 
a pair of mound sparklers 
Saturday as Valdosta State 
defeated Morris·Harvey, 1·0, 
and the University of Georgia, 
4-2. 

-Winning run in the Harvey 
test came on an error, wild 
pitch, two walks and a suicide 
squeeze by Bobby Tripp 
which sent Bob White across 
the plate after two were out 
in the seventh. 

In the nightcap, Bowen 
struck out 11 Bulldogs as VSC 
collected all of its runs in the 
fifth 

I!U't:CIAL ro rut: lIMLS I On Saturday coach Tom· 'Georgia Bulldog~, 4·2. . 
Valdosta State College's Bla- my Thomas' Blazers. w~o now Then on Sunday VSC was a 

zers racked uf! foul' VIctor· sport a 5 • 0 rf'Cord, tl'lmmcd 3·2 victor over Gcor"la and 5-
ies during a busy weekend ofl the Morris Harvey Galden Ea· 2 WInner over MonG Harvey. 
baseball here. glcs, 1·0, and defeated the while the Bulldogs from Athens * * trimmed the .agles from 

Charleston, W. Va., 5·2. 
All games were seven inn· 

Box Scores ings. 
In three of their four victor· 

SArVRD.\y 2B Bowens, Hassell ies the Blazers got route· going 
GTu"'rnr'eria OF ab ... Il .bl • __ ._ .. 11' 2~31/.lsVt·3r ea' b! '2° hill performances from Lee ••• ___ ._ •..•• __ 2 1 0 0 Bra,well (L) 0 

Bark.er !:S __ .••••.. _ •.. 3 0 0 0 Hasselt (W) · ....... __ 7 7 2 1 3 3 Daney. Sam Bowen and Andy 
~~~:n~D 1~F _~::::::::: :::~ ~ ~ ~ ~I.rris uarv-;;------ ab. b rbi Hassell. ReJiefer Marty LeFiles 
carp LF _ .•••.• __ ........ 2 1 1 0 Ru,,', LF __ ••••.. __ ...... 2 1 0 0 picked up the fourth win. 
Herbs 3B 3 0 0 0 CallueM S5 • 0 2 0 "" 
ThompmD 2B ""::::::::::::2 0 1 0 \mhuroo.v 2B ._:::::::::::4 0 2 1 Saturday's opener saw VSl-
~~~~.;t P -.•• ::::::::::::::~ ~ ~ ~ ~?;:~~I~:RJB ••• :::::::::::::~ ~ ~ g score its game·winning run 
~tit"~"lt P ._ •• _ .......... 0 0 0 0 H"U fit" •• _ .............. 0 0 0 against Morris Harvey in 
~::;~:Ia !ilale :: / b4rb: ~:~i~~~~ gF .. :::::::::::i g ~ ~ the bottom of the seventh. The 
Sumner .... _ .••.•• ___ •• __ 3 1 0 0 ~lillcr P .... _ •• __ ...... __ 2 0 0 0 Blazers loaded up thi-! bases and 
~~~~ ~~ .. :::::::::::::::~ ~ ~ 1 .~~[!\,:,ri ·-·····-·····-··--i~ ~ 2 ~ Vince Musashe scured on 
:~;::mP c .::::~~:::::::::; g ~ ~ Soonm ............ ;h; ~ b~ squeeze plays which saw Bob· I 
J"n~5 18 _ ••.••••• _ •• __ .3 1 1 0 Tri1>D 28 •. __ . __ ...... ___ 2 1 0 0 by Tripp lay down a perfect! 
R~illter U _ ..... _ •.• ____ 3 1 1 1 Felt. LP' ••• _. __ .•••• _. __ 3 2 1 0 bunL 
Bradley 3B .......... ___ .2' 1 1 0 nOW'" CF' ••• , .... _ ••••.. 3 2 2 • . 
Field. SS _. ___ •••• _ .... __ 2 0 0 0 n.,i',.r R,F ..... __ ._ •••• 3 0 1 1 A four.run out.burst in the 
Starling ~F ............ -- 0 0 0 0 White. JIl ••••• _._ ..... _. __ .2 0 1 0 frth 'nn'n" g VSC·ts 42 
Telal. 25 4 4 l .lolle; 1B ...... _ ....... __ 3 0 0 0 I 1 I fo! ave I' 

Georfia ~=.~=.-iOO 100 0-2-;'3 2;;~~~ ~PR - •••••• - ... ~ •••• ~ ~ ~ ~ win oyer Georgia on Saturday. 
Valdoota ___ .000 0 .. x-.·.l-O Docu, P .. :: :::::::::::0 0 0 0 During the big frame V S C 
~ ::. ~~~er. Hero.. 2. Tbomll'on. ~e:~\: PRF •• :::::::~:::~ g ~ ~ mixed a dOllble by Steve Jones 
SB - Sumner, Bowen Tolals 2S 5 • s and singles by Jerome Register 

~~ ~ ~ ~~~!:: ~~~~~'laH~~~~: •. -.. ~--.~o:, ol~O ::~-ti and Tripp with two Georgia er· 
Nevinger __ •• _______ • 1-3 5 • 1 0 0 E - Feriillsky 3. JOIII!6. Dacus rors a wild pitch and a field. 
~~~ll(W) ____ .:1 .. ~:~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1~ irR ~ ~:,~"" er's choice to account for 
Morris H ... ;'----- .b r b .bl Mill ...... (L) __ ' __ I:: 5 e; b~'~ the four markers. 
Frank U' _____ ••• _ ••... 2 0 0 0 Dac..... __ .... 3 2-3 6 2 1 6 3 On Sunday the winning 
C4Jrlucci ss ..... _ .... _ .. 3 0 0 0 LeFiies (WI ~1-3 0 0 0 2 f VSC . 
Amburgpr! 2B ........ __ 2 0 1 0 run or . a,~amst Georgia 
Smollt .18 •••• -........ -- 2 0 0 0 came in the bottom of the se. 
Lkkliihter ~B ._ ••.••• _ .. 3 0 0 0 
Cappu..'i~ C •.• __ • __ •• __ 3 0 0 0 condo The count was deadlock· 
Hall C~· _ ............... __ 2 0 0 0 ed at 2-2 and there were.' two 
Burchberg Ro' .. __ ..... __ 2 0 0 0 
Perri P __ •• _ •• _ •••••• __ 1 0 0 0 out,<; w hen Hassell doublcd. 
V.ld .. l. ah rm h .bl! Frank Sumner followed with a 
SIImner RF ._ .... , ... ____ 3 0 0 0 
TriPP 21'l _. ____ •••• _ ...... 3 0 0 1 single to bring Hassell hom e 
Jo'eits LP' ••• , .••••• --•..•• 2 0 0 0 and give the Blazers a victory. 
Bowen LF ............... 2 0 0 0 
Bra.nam C •••••.•••• __ ••. 3 0 0 0 A threc·run homer by Sam 
.Jones lR •••..••••• _ ••.. 2 0 1 0 
WillIe 3E1 __ ••• _ ••••••••••. 0 2 0 0 Bowen in the bottom of the 
}',ci<i3 ss .. __ ... _ .... _ ... 3 0 1 0 fifth frame broke a 2-2 
Golden DPR •••.•• _ ..... _.1 0 0 0 
Daney P ............... __ 0 0 0 o. deadlock and led VSC to it's 
~Iu.oashe .' .• __ •.. _ •••.. 0 1 0 0 I' 5-2 win over Moris Harvey. 
~~f:.!l ····· .. ···~-··-·--l~ ~ ~ ~ The three teams were slated 
Morl'i. Harvey ... _____ .000 000 0-0·1·1 
Vaiu...... .' _______ . __ .. 000 0001-1·2·0 to play two-more games here 

!~OB L~kl;;~~"L' Haney 3. Valuo~ta t. L.:,:to;:d:.:a;L:v .. __________ --l 
SB - Sc ... ~n. t·ei~'. 

Puri 
KU ... ~-'n 
Daney 

rP h r rr hh In, 
.. . ... 4 1 0 0 ) 0 I 

... __ .. 3 1 1 0 1. 0 
... 7 1 8 0 3 ~ 



Finally the strain of throwing that round. horsehide covered 
object got too much for Pat Arnett and Co. At the time of this 
writing, the Blazers had dropped five of their last 11 outings. 

Lee Daney, who looked to be a potential superstar by notching 
five straight triumps, has now picked up three consecutive losses. 
Danny Chadwick and Rick Bowers lead the staff with matching 
3-0 records, but neither of these men have attained a role in the 
starting rotation. 

For the regulars, Pat Arnett and Andy Hassell hold down 
identical 5-1 marks. Arnett's sole loss came at the hands of Florida 
State when the Seminoles edged the Blazers by a 3-2 margin. 
Marty Lefiles has looked great in relief and has picked up a 2-0 
record for his efforts. 

That fabulous Blazer hitting machine which I heard so much 
about before the season began is now starting to materialize. 

Gene Felts, everybody's All American in 1972, is gunning for 
AA honors again tlus year by leading the team with a .352 mark_ 
Although his average tops the team, one must remember that this 
6-2 Lakeland, Ga. nat;ve went into last May last season batting 
.424W 

Al Golden and Jerome Register are both swinging the wOOd at 
a .333 clip followed by Steve Jones at .324. Jones has been by far 
the most consistent Blazer batsman in recent games. Frank 
Sumner rounds out the list of regulars over the .300 mark with 
his .318 average. 

Waples claims that the Blazer slump can be attributed to an 
erratic pitching staff and untimely hitting. I believe the pitchers 
are just settling down to 'normal. They were throwing a notch or 
two better than they really were at the beginning of the year. 
They are still doing a more than adequate job. 

As for hitting, I agree with Waples. It has been extremely 
untimely. In fact, we have several space swingers. There is a lot of 
space between their bat and the ball. 

With Columbus and Georgia Southern coming up, Thomas and 
Waples had better put a fire under the Blazers or VSC baseball will 
be a thing of the past all too soon. 

Seminoles 

i 

V.ld .. la Sialo 
iJ(/o .... IIJ 
i.'ell •• II·'" 
I S'tlll.UI:I, C 

I
', Utm'l'n. c .. p 
Golden. fl 
TnlJp. 2lJ 
Hj"iH.IJ~y. Jb 
Fjt"ltl...;, ~.s 

Arnett. p 
Lt .. til&i. p 
Re~i.~,e.r. U 
l)dne.~,:. p 
Has ... eIl. p 
Slarlillg, rl 

TO'1'ALS 

}'forlda State 
Cni7.ie. 3b 

ab 
____ ... __ ,-_. __ 6 

_. __________ . ,6 
____ ... _____ , __ 5 

__ •. __ , ______ .4 
__ ., _______ .... 4 
____ . __ • _____ .' .5 

__________ . ,6 
____ .. _______ . 4 

.. ___ .. _' .. ____ . 3 
• _____ . _______ .1 

._, .... , ____ .0 
______ . _____ . ___ 0 
___________ .. _ .. 0 

--- ... - _____ .. 1 

r II rbl 
I J 2 
o I 0 
1 2 0 
I I 0 

~ i ~! 
o 0 0, 
I 0 0/ 
000 
o 0 0 
000 
000 
000 
o 0 0 

4S • 10 5 

ab 
• ________ . __ . _.3 

• ___ • ___ .. ___ • _.4 
• ____ .. ______ 6 

___________ 5 

r h rbi 
1 0 0 
o I 0 
1 2 1 
1 2 1 

Rn .. ~a. lb 
Sn.\d(>r~ cl 
L~ng.corQ, U 
Lt't', c 
\\'iIlian\.! 
Brand. rl 
Elo~~·e;.'. 55 
Farmer, p 
Carroll. Ib 
Gailey 
ShernJ. c 
T.luiUS 

_______ •• ___________ 4 g f g: 

Rice. j) 

O'Brien, p 
GU{"mple, If 
Foxwell 

'l'OL\LS 

. __ ... ______ .4 
_ ___ •• _____ , __ 6 

.... _______ .4 
__________ ._ .. 3 

_______ .. ___ 0 
... _. ______ .. --_--I 

• ____________ . ,0 
_____ ., __________ ,0 
__________ . ___ ••. _0 

_____ . ____ , .. 2 
.... __ .. ____ 0 

... _____ .. ___ . 0 

I 3 2 
1 1 0 
022 
1 0 0 
o 1 0 
1 0 0 
I 0 0 
000 
1 I 1 
000 
000 

44 '16 1 

VSC _________ ,.000 001 034 00-8·10·3 
f'i>U ' ..•. 120 000 005 01-9-16·2 

E - Rosa .. Farme-r .. Bradley .. Arnett .. 
Bowen. 

DP - Jones (uu<l!:is~ted) 
LOll _ r'SIJ II. VSC; II. 
28 - J ... angford. O'Brie-D, Tripp. 
311 - Farmer. Jonfi. 
Sl!' - Arnell. 

Ip b r er hb.e 
Amell _____ • ___ ._7 9 J 2 ~ ~ 

Letiles ... _____ I 1·3 3 4 4 1 
Bowen ________ ._, 1·31 1 1 2 0 
Dancy (L. 5·2) _____ 1 2·32 1 1 1 1 
JIa..seU _______ ._.0 1 0 0 0 0 
}'armer ___ .. _. __ .. 7 6 2 I ~ 7 
Rire ____ , _____ ... 2 I 0 0 0 2 
Ri('e ....... _ .. 2 I 0 0 0 2 
O'Brien .. ____ .. _,1 J 6 5 2 2 
Guemll!C (W. 1·0) I 0 0 0 0 0 

IHLK - Hassell. 

Nip 

-~ Valdosta State 
'fALr.:\HASSEl'~, Fla. - ill the high-s("oring, see·saw 

There was a parade (If pilehcrs contest. 
game into exIra innin;.:s. 

Two frames later }<'SU ~('()r· 

ed to tip I he seales in ils favor. a~ Florida Slate UniVersity's The, &'Illildes rapped oul 
:-il'l11inolNi ('fig<'<i Valdosla 16 hilS, fOllr of th(,nl for ('xtra 
Slale ('lIlk;~(~'s 1l1;IZPl'S, !J·n. iJ;IS('S. VSC ,I('<'olll1l,'(\ for 10 Tlw Blaz('r:; ;!I'l' to J'('llIl'I1 10 
in ;111 ll-iJlllllIg uas('iJall dud i s;lil'li('s, indudill,~ it d(luhl(~ hy adioll Oil Thursday wh(,1l thry 
hrrr, TlI(',<;da~. . . ,I Bobby Tripp "Jld a triple by iL!O 10 .\t,Jalll;I, J~,r, :In~nt('~t \\'Ith , 

Wllh tlil.' \I'lll ("11,1('11 .lark Slal- ~i(,VC .TOlli'S. i Ogldho/ pe l1ll\\.:ISII) s StOUTlY: 
ling,,' S<'lIlill( !i'S boo\tp(/ 111('11' i J.'llIl'ida SI;d,' oWlled ,Ill (,::I/y~J'-.:"lw'l.:..r~el~s ..... ----------it 
re,'on! 10 :i:!. 7. CO:1("h 'j't)J II Illy 11"]'('("1'1111 kad; lilll mid-way tll(' 

TIIOlll;\S' HI:I:.I'r:; now l1a\'(\ a inilll" Valdosla Slatp II;ttl IllOV-
2:'''·[ 111.11 k. It'd out fl'uol Ii-:l, A fil'l"1'lJll oUl-

\'~;c 11:'<'d [II c' !Jllllt'l'~; ill llie I blll'sl by Iii" S"lllillOI!'s ill I!\(' 

g:IIlH' :llld Florid,l S t;1 t l' C;t1I'I/l!JIIOIll of Iii,' 111;1111 !kildlodil'd 
Nt on IOllr 1lI0UlldSJlj('f) for <lilly [he count at H-I! JIHI );ct the 
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VSC Tops Lewis 
I n Scoring Duel 

By 'l'IME~ Sl'AF'f' \\,RI1'ER '1'1" BI . . ..' ~ .' I my lomas . azcrs boosted I to host Ashland (OhIO) Cnl1eg~ 
Valdostd ,State Colle;;e s b.a~e- thplr record to 18-2-1. Lewis is jin a twin-bill Friday (2 p.m.) 

~a.ll Blazcls bUilt up an edlly flOW, 1-3. . I and on Saturday they will g( 
fl.ve-l un l:ad then held on to VSC and the team from lll!- to Savannah for a clnublcheaJ. 
~llln Le\l,ls (Ill.) College, 8-6 nms wcre tn WInd up a three-er with Annstron" State Col. 
m a game h?re Wednesday. i game series with a contcst here! legc's Pirates. 0 

WIth the trIumph coach Tom- I this afternoon. The Blazers are I In yest('rctay';; contcst therE 
were ,iust !O hits in the gallle. 
five for VSC and five fat' Asn· 
land. Among them, however, 
were three homers_ 

Valdosta State's start in':! 
Th~ Valdosta Dally Times, F'ri., Apr. 13, 1973 -15-. 

Diamond Blazers 
Beaten By Lewis 
-1 'fIMt.:s !tun' WRITER IRwis' Brennan allowed just Lewis' and thc game's only 

A torrid pitching duel between two hits, issued only one walk run came in the fourth inning. 
Tom Brennan and Sam Bowen and struck out seven as he be- Mike Manclerino sin~led, ad
was the feature attraction as came tile first pitcher to notch vanced to third on another :;ing

is (Ill.) College nipped Val- a shutout win against the Blaz- Ie by Joe Sccomanno and then 
La Sta-te College's baseball ers' this season. Brennan now scored on it passed ball. 

1-0 in a. game here has a- 2-0 mark. The game's only extra base 
l'l'day. VSC's Bowen was nicked for hit was a double by the Blazers' 

The loss was only third this just four hits, all singles, lie Frank Sumner. 
for coach Tommy Thom- . walked four and whiffed 11. VSC was to face Ashland 

Blazers against 18 wins and IThe loss leveled his hill record (Ohio) College in a doublehead-
Lewis now has a 2-3 chart. oU at 1-1. er here this afterrooon. The Blaz-

:,,;:,;:,:,;,=-::,:::,;;...:~;"':::"~~~~~~=~=========i('rs are to make their first road 
trip of the season when they go 
to Savannah for a twin-bill with 
the Armstrong State College Pir
ates on Saturday. 

2b 
H>",ccoma.1,no. II 

.b r h rhl 
_ ....... _ 3 1 1 0 

__ ._" __ . 3 0 2 0 
. ___________ .2 0 0 0 
___ .. ______ - .. ( 0 0 0 

______ .. _ .. ( 0 0 0 
_ .. ( 0 0 0 

__ .. ______ . ( 0 '1 0 
• __ .... _______ 2 0 0 0 

. __________ 3 0 0 0 
___ . ___ . ___ 0 0 0 0 

2. 
Ih 

.. -... -- ( 
0 ___ • __ • __ • _____ ( 

-_ .. __ ... __ .( 
----- -.... -- . ( 

----- ... _---- ( _____ . __ .. __ .. _.3 
_________ .. 3 

• ___ ... _ ... _ 2 
__ • _____ . __ . 3 

1 4 0 
r h rbl 
o 1 0 
000 
000 
000 
000 
O· 1 0 
o 0 0 
o 0 0 
000 

31 0 2 0 
___ . __ 000 100 0..1) .. 1·0 
o 000 000 (,00 . 0-0·0 

:\1'" ."td, \\',I<"ik. 
[)I' - Flf~·ltI.., to Tfll'~l to .'Ont~jIIj. 
j I,ll - L~':\'I"" -- 6. \."it' S. 
?h SUlllnf'r. 
SH - On.' .... io. \\·,~ .... i~. S;l 4'I'Hm:, tl 1111. 

I" h r..r hh lion 
B .. """" (IV. 2·) 9 2 0 0 1 7 
8,'\\1'11 (I •• 1·11 9 .. 1 0 ~ 11 

It HP - \l;.uHIC"rinn. by 
\\ I' -- l~o\\"'''. 
Ptl - f.1"fln-.11'I '). 

"m.~:pn. 

5 

pitcher Pat Arnctt rapped 
one out with two tcammates 
aboard in the fourth innin::; thcn 
relief hurler Milrty LeFiles hit 
a solo homer in the ei-::hl h. 
Lewis' Al Wa:;lk hl)m!'rctl for 
the visitors. 

LeFilcs, who came on III re
lief of Arnett in the fifth frame. 
got credit fo!' the win and now 
lJas a 2-0 hill rccord. !,e'.\!Is 
starter Don !II arketz took th9 
loss. It was his fir~t pilchin" 
derision of the season. 0 

'.twi", 
~ttn!:lpriro. 2h 
1c:,.'(\'" a:l1~). 11 
'nysio. Cf 
'''ii~. c 

; .... wl~y. 1b 
, le£ ;in. s.'\ 

\·o,ben. Ch 
:.!.mi:'r:.Y. ~b 
Sh{l(,ley. rI 
\Iarke!z. p 
Dybala. p 

ab 
____ .. _ 3 

0 ______ .... 3 
_ .. __ .. __ .. _ 3 

__ .. _ . ___ .. ___ 4 

S ____ . _______ 3 
,,_ .. ____ . A 
__________ . 3 

__ ••.. ___ • ___ 4 
_______ • ___ 0 

___ ... ______ .. 0 

r h I'b! 
I 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 1 3 
1 1 1 
o 0 0 
o 0 0 
o 1 1 
1 1 0 
000 
000 

TOT.US 32 , J S 

Valdosta Stale 
Sumner. rlJ C 

TripI'. 20 
~·ell,. If 
fA'l.wen. d 
Jonps. lb 
n.r~l1am. r 
fil"adlty. J.h 
Field5. M\ 
,\rnell. p 
Lefllf>.". p 
Starlin;;::. rl 

.h _________ . 3 
_______ •• __ . ___ 3 
_____ ,,_,, _____ 3 

_____ .. _. __ .. 3 

---.. _--------- ~ _. ________ .. __ 2 
____ .. ___ ... 2 

_ .. ______ .. _. _ 2 
____ . __ • _______ 2 
____ ._ .. _. _____ 2 

_______ ... __ 0 

r h rbl 
1 0 0 
000 
1 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 2 0 
1 0 0 
o 0 1 
1 0 0 
I 1 3 
1 1 1. 
o 0 0 

TOHLS 26 8 5 5 
L~wis _________ 001 140 000-6·5-3 
\·SC _ _ .. 022 300 Oh'-8-5-1 

E - Jon~~. ('rm\ 1~~' •. \Ie .... s:n. Dybala • 
DP - Br,lcilf'.Y tn TL";rJl tl') Jnnl'!5, .\If'II
LOB -- Lewi.' I. \'SC 5. 

sio to ~l~ndE"nllO 10 Crowlty. 
2'R - MnriJrtv. 
JR - Sh(1ltl,). 
HR - .\rllPll. tel,'lIe.'" Wa!llk. 
~R ._ !'tland(>nno. Sumner, 
SF - BradlC'y. 5 

ip b r r r hb !u, 
\1" k.11. (L. 0-1) , 3 1·3 J ) I 5 2 
r)~t>ala .. _ A 2·31 1 1 2 
\1 !,(ltt _ .( 1 3.( .\ 6 
LeFlio!'<; (W. 1·01 ,( 2·) I 0 0 

Hn}' - By .\rllt"tt (!\ldIHlrl'lllu). 
WI' - ~lalkl'lJ, -. (1). 

J 
3 

• 



SECO:-iD GAME 
Vald.lta Stat. ob r h ,bl 
SIImner C ......... '..... J 0 0 1 
Bradley 28 ................ 4 0 1 '0 
FellB LI .................. 4 1 I 0 
Bnwen CF ................ 4 2 2 0 
R"~i.ter RF .............. 4 1 1 1 
Mnelt P .................. 3 1 2 2 
Jon'" 18 ................ 3 1 2 0 
Fields SS ................ 3 0 1 t 

pruil! 38 ................ 3 0 I I) 

Tetal. 31 '" I 
C.lun,bn~ ah r h rbl 
Perry C~' ................. 3 ~ 1 I 
Be-I! 38 ., ................ d 0 0 Q 
Chaf'.r C ................ 4 0 1 ~ 
KI •• k.ml' R~' ............. 4 0 l' 0 
Howard lR .............. 3 I 1'0 
"nrne DPIl ............... , 0 0 0 
C"wforo ~II .............. 3 !) 1 I) 

~~~~~~n~~r:~s '::._~~~~=::~~==~~~·i g ~ g 
Carl'Ll! P .. ........... 0 ry I) 0 
~1.l!or)· P ............ .. 0 0 0 0 
TO'AI, 29 1 5 , 
Va110s1> ~I.le .... 401 001 0·6·11·] 
Columbus .. 010 000 01. ;.] 

E - Bpll. How~rrl. 2, ·Rrt\dl~.YJ .JoDeA 
2 
DP - Riocnnll!<o to Hm\;lrrl 
WB - VSC 5, C\)I:l1l1lJlI~ 9 
28 - He~i.srer. Kll'ekilnlP 
SB - Rowen • 

!IF - !lumner 

.~'nett '(W. 7·3) 
Carroll I L. 2·3) 
Mallory 

II' b r.r bb 18 
... 7 5 I 0 1 , 

.... 26510' 
.. 551,00', 

Blazers Defeat 
Columbus Twice 

B1 TIMES STAFF WIUTER I District 25 playoffs- next week. III the first g"me Tripp. a 
Valdosta State College's There is also the possibility standout at second h;!se for 

baseball Blazers swept a doub· that VSC, which has won the VSC all season, suffered" hl'ok
leheader with Columbus Col· District 25 crown the last four en finger. He did not see ae-· 
lege's Cougars at Columbus years, will host the playoffs. tion in the second gamf'. 
Thursday. I In the opening game at Co- The hill win in the opcrJ?r 

Coach Tommy Thomas' Blaz-Ilumbus yesterday VSC got one went to Lee Daney, who ;lllo ..... -
ers posted a 2·1 win in the run in the fourth when Sam ed just four hits, walked thrf'? 
first game and notched a 6·1 Bowen singled, stole second and struck out seven. Daney· 
victory in the second contest. and then scored when Jerome now has a 6·5 mark. ' 
VSC now has a 32·11-1 record Register singled. In the second game the HI;JZ-
and the Cougars own a 25·14 What turned out to be VSC's ers racked up four run in th~ 
mark. winning run came in the sixth first inning and then st<ly(·d 

While VSC is still awaiting I inning. }<'rank Sumner walked, out front to the finish. vsr ;,!f)t 

official word, ind.ications are I advanced to second .o~ " colutll· those four tallies by CHllllw\. 
that the Blazers wlll be seled· bus error. Bobby 1rtpp follow- ing singles hy Bowen, P<ll At
ed as the at-large team to played with a single and when the nett, Jerry Jones and Tf'I"l"l 
in the National Association of Cougars made a throwing er· F'ields with a pair of Colum\}u3 
Intercollege Athletics (NAIA) ror, Sumner scored. fielding miscues. ". 

Arnett went the dislarl('f' on· 
the hill. lie gave up ju!'l five 
hits, issued just one walk and 
struck out five. He now has a. 
7·3 pitching record. . 

Valdosta State was to fat'~ 
South Florida University· ~t.: 
.Petersgurg Branch in a single 
game here today 3 p.m.' and 
then meet the same team in a 
twin·bill here on Saturd,1\' It 
p.m.). Saturday's doublelip~d
er will mark the close of re
gular season play for VSc. 

}'IRS'l' GAME 
Vald ... to State 
Sumner C 
T"ipp 28 
Fell. U· 
Bnwen 0' 
Re;:i."ler R.F 
-'rn.1t DPH 
Jone .. · 1M 
.... ield' SS 
Spruill JR 
!>Jney P 
Bra(llt'Y 2B 
·r.tal~ 

l'olulUhu~ 

Peny CF 
BpII 38 
Chaff .. C 
Klp{'k<lmp nr 
Che"er 111'11 
Crawfuni 2R 
Howard IR 
Ridf'nour SS 
Heinl.,' (..( 
Chaowirk P 
Total" 
VBI<t(~"'la stale 
Colurnhus 

E .- TnllP. 
our. Cha1w,('k 

.h r . .II .bt' 
................. 1··1 1 O' 
............ :· .. 3 0 1 1 

................. 3 0 0 O' 

-~::::::::::::: i ~ 1 .~ 
.............. 3 0 0 Q 

.......... ~ .. _ ... 3 0 0 Cl. 
.............. 3 0 0 I) . 

................. 2 0 0 0 
................. 0 0 0 0 

.............. 0 0 ry ? 
23 2 4 2-
.h r h rbl 

.............. 3 0 I 0 
.................. 4 ? 1 O. 

.............. ~ 0 0 0 
............. J 1 0 0 
............ J 0 0 0 
............. J 0 I J 

.............. J 0 I 0 
............ 1 0 0 0 

................ 3 0 0 0 
o 0 0 0 

21 1 4 1 
...... 000 101 0 ,·4·2 

. 000 001 ~ .. 1·4·1 
.Tf m .... 1;, Kh"t'kamp, Rione· 

()P -- Rid(,llm'r. ("1'(\\\ Inn!. HH\.\ ~rrl 
I.OB _ .. V:::C 2. Lolum:Hls Ii 

Sf. I· t'\1~ f;ulh-l"n 

Oil.\!" (W. 6·)1 

Ch;ld"lck fl.. 12) 

II' H It Ut JIll 
7. 0 1 7 
I C I I 3 l 



District- CrOtl'll 
Is U lor Grabs 

~£~2:~1iY~0::~:;Ir~t~:~ r~\t':'~' 
tional As.~ocia!ion of Intcrcol-,~ , <',' ,,;~ 
le,!;iale Athletics (N'AIA) Dis- ~,,\ 
trict 2.'i baseball ('rown begins ~ 
here Wednesday, ¥'·b;., ..... 

Host for the event will be'~· "~ 

~~~\h~O~~Y a ;~21~~s~e:~:d Il 
and will come into the playoffs ;~~," 
with a seven-game victory· 
strea-k going. Valdosta State is § 
top seeded and the Blazers are f ' 
going after their fifth consecu
tive di.~trict crown, having won 
the title in 1969, 1970, 1971, and 
1972. 

season he has an 11-0 record 
and a 1.23 ERA. Counting six 
games he won at the c101'e of 
the 1972 seaSOll, he has a ~6-
game victory streak going. In 
three seasons of collegiate com-! 
petition he has a combined re- I 

cord of 29-2. 
Another top mound per, 

former for the GIAC champs is, 
David Chester, who has a 6-3 
record and a 1.26 ERA. The 
Hawks leading hitters in
clude Vaughn Robins, .355; Ken 
Kizziah, .351 and Pete Sum
mers, .300. Kizziah is the team's 
runs batted in leader with ~. 

Batting averages for the Bla
zers, which do not include their 
last two regular season games, 
follow: 

Shorter College's Haw k s ,. R 
fmm Rome, Ga., are second ') . 
seeded. Coach Hamp Alexan- ~ . 
der's charges posted a 2:1-3-1 re- ~ Gene Felts, .342, Jerome 
cord in their march to the Geor, . Reg-istel', .333; Frank Sumner, 
gia Intercoilcgiate Athletic _ , ... ~. ;;.. '~,' '1297 ; B0

29
bb4

Y TrB ibPP'W'h~t6; S(2e7vae : 
Conference (G lAC) champion- . ones,. ; 0 I e,. ; 
ship. - Dudley Spruill, .278: Alan 

Coach Charlie Ragsdale's TOMMY TH01HAS Golden, .254; Sam Bowen. _250; 
Columbus College's Cougars Blazers' Coach Pdt Arnett, .250: .John Brad-
are third seeded and they own Icy, .222; Ralph Starling, .214: 
a 25-14 mark. West Geor'gia finals are to be played Friday. Terry Fields, .205 and Darrell 
College's Braves from Car- Action that day is to stalt at Branam, .145. As a team VSC 
rollton round out the field. 1 p.m. If another game is need- has a .272 average. 
Coach Archie While's charges cd to settle the title issue it Bowen is the RBI leader 
are 17-7 alter playing a tough will fo\l(~w at 4 p.m. . with 27, followed by Felts, 22, 
schedule. The Dlstnct Z5 champ w III Register, 21; Tripp, 20; Sumner, 

The playoffs are to be staged edrn a berth !n the NAIA Area 17, and Jones 14. Bowen has 
at the VSC diamond which is 5 playoffs which are slated for rapped six homers to lead in 
located on the sch~ol's north May 24 - 26 at Knoxville, Tenn. that department }<~elts is the 
campus. WednesddY's slate calls I The area. rha~p in turn, will leading base stealer with 15. 
for Shorter (0 meet Columbus elaJln a spot 10 t~e NAIA na- Won-loss record for VSC's 
at 11 a.m. and for Valdosta I tiona I tourney whIch IS to be pitching staff follow: 
State to ~o il~ainst West Gcnf-I played June 1-5 at Phoel1lx, Marty LcFiles, 6-0; Danny 
gia at 2 p.m. The losers of the I Am. ChadWick, 5,0; Rick Bowers, 4-
first two games are to tangle West Georgia's leading pit- 0; Andy Hassell, 7-1; Pat Ar-
at 5 p.m. cher is Butch Henshaw, who nett, 6-2; Lee Daney, 6-5; Bo.. 

On Thur~dav a winner's j"wns a. 7-2 record. The Braves wen 1-2 and Delane Dacus 0-1. 
bracket game 'is slated [Of 1 leadiilg hitter is outfielder Tim The' Blazers' combined ea'rned 
p.m. and a loser's bracket ('on- Orcimon, who has a .405 bat- run average is a sparkling 1. 
test is on t3 for 4 p.m. The llOg mark. 85. . 

Columbus' hill staff is led Admission for the playoffs 
by Chuck Chadwick, who has a each day will be $1 for adults 
7-2 record and a 1.53 earned and 50 cents for students above 
run average .. Bobby Howard, junior high age. Students of 
with a .406 average, and Butch school which have teams in the 
Bell, with a .321 average, as tournament may gain admission 
the Cougars' leading hitters. by showing their identific(ltion 

For Shorter junior leflhander c1lrds. VSC seasun tickets won't 
Lamar Wri~:ht in the ace of ace be hOlJored in accord.ance with 
011 the Hawks' hill staff. This district rules. 

• 



SPORTS EDITOR ---~ 

Baseball '73 
It has finally ended!!! After scheduling the largest number of 

games in VSC history (49), the regular season portion of Blazer 
Baseball 1973 has come to a glorious close. 

Along the way the Blazers set all kinds of records including 
most games played (46), most home games (37)1, most 
consecutive home games (24), most vocal assistant coach (Dave 
Waples), most errors in one inning ("Bird" Bradley 3), and the 
king of them all, most victories in one season (35). The latter is 
by far the most impressive of them all. 

Although I have been accused all season of being "against" the 
'baseball team, I did my best to portray Blazer Baseball as it 
really was. It really was a lot of time, effort, and work by the 
coaches, players, and the fans who sat through all 37 of those 
home games. 

Thomas Started I t All Back I n October 

Coach Tommy Thomas started it all back in October with 
(.·onditioning drills and a review of baseball fundamentals during 
his annual fall practice. When he could take precious time off 
,from his rigorous schedule as Cross·Country coach Dave Waples 
fulfilled his duty as VSC's first full time assistant baseball coach. 

In late January, the "real" thing began when the pitchers 
began loosening their arms up in the crisp winter weather. A few 
days later, the Blazers' resident All American, Gene Felts, and his 
teammates brought out their bats to start pounding the old 
horsehide. 

On March 16, the '73 season opened with the first of the 
multitude of home games. Pat Arnett won that first game against 
Morris Harvey, and the Blazers proceeded to reel off eight straight 
victories before Bowling Green burst our heroes' balloon with a 
2·1 win. 

On March 28, the high and mighty Seminoles of Florida State 
University cruised into town still smarting from the pounding 
they received here last year. They got their revenge when they 
put a mark in Arnett's loss column with a 3·2 Seminole victory. 

But the Blazer battleship sailed on to five more wins to set the 
VSC record at an unbelievable 18.2. 

SECOND GAME 
"~Idn·t. State oh r • rbl 
Sumller C ..... 6 2 1 1 
,'ripp DH .......... _ .... _ .. ~ 2 2 0 
}'rlt, IY ...... :_._ .••.• _ 5 3 3 2 
.Jon .. 1 B .................. 6 1 3 2 
Bowen CF • __ ............... 3 1 2 1 
RUi.<ter RI ................ 6 1 2 3 
While 3R .................. 2 0 l' 0 
}·ield. SS .................. 5 1 1 2 
Spruill 2R .................. 3 1 1 0 
naney P .................... 0 0 0 0 
Starling Rf' ......... __ ..... 0 0 0 0 
1'01.1. 40 12 16 11 
\\'rst (:irnrl'i. ah r h fbi 
Payne 28 ....... --......... 5 0 1 0 
J ... wi,' CI .................... 0 2 0 
Will,.,,,, C ....... \. ......... 4 1 1 0 
\\00,; IA ______ .. ~ ......... 5 0 2 I 
Horfstj"kltr lB __ ........ ' .. 4 0 0 0 
Hcn.,h,w REI' ...... __ ...... 3 . I I I 
A,,,,her ,18 ... __ .... __ .... 3 0 1 0 
WOlt .. ~", SS -- __ . __ .... _____ 3 I) 0 0 
eari'D [711 .... __ ... __ ....... 2 0 0 I) 
Tropp H ................ _ ... 2 0 0 0 
Btlttian P . .. ....... _ ....... 0 0 0 0 
Bnd P .. ·--... __ . __ ......... 0 0 0 0 
Tntal. lS ~ • I 
V.ldo..ta St.t.e ..... _000 001 623-12.16.2 
WP.M Georgia . 100 DOl DOl· 2. 8-& 

F. - .·ields. ,JoDes. Hall.tickler, WU. 
IIams 3. Lewi. 2 

OP - Williams 10 Payne. Archer 10 
Boff .• tiokler 

W8 - VSC 12. wee _ 11 
2R - Wood. \villiams. Rr;.ler 
RR - Hen.haw. Fetl~, .'ield. 
SB - Payne. Henshaw. While. Wood 
II - Spruill 

II' h 
baney IW. 7·5) , ...... 9. 
oIIritlian (LI ... __ .. 6 1·3 9 
Ren.,hew .. - ____ .. 12.3 2 
Bird .. _ ......... I 5 
Wp - Daney 
PB - Sumn"r 

THIRD GAME 

r er bb .... 

! ~ ! ; 
3 2 ~ 1 
3 200 

Colomb.> .h r h ,hI 
Frr,'Y CI ........... _...... 3 2 I 0 
B<>II JR-l' ··· .... __ • __ .. __ ... 4 1 1 0 
Chn"er C ...... _ .. __ ....... 5 0 0 0 
Kle"kamp RI·3B .... ____ ..... 2 2 0 
}{o"'ara I B .... --__ •• ____ .. 5 I 3 1 
Horo. DM .. ·------.-- ...... 5 1 1 1 
Lind!ipl RI .. --............. 0 I) 0 0 
Crawford 2R ............... 3 1 Z 2 
Ride"our SS ........... __ ... 2 1 0 0 
Jlftm~ IF ................. _. 0 I 1 
f:arrnll P .. __ .... ______ • __ . 0 0 0 0 
"0101. 3S '11 S 
W •• I worela ab r h rbl 
Payne 28 . """"" __ ..... 4 2 2 I 
LeWIS Cf · .. --. __ ..... __ ..... 4 I 1 0 
Wilbam< C·JB .............. ~ 1 I 2 
Wood IF ..... ____ ......... 3 1 I 1 
Jiulfstickter lB ....... __ ... 5 I) 1 1 
Hen"haw R,f __ ............... 0 1 0 
Arch"r JB .. · ............... 3 0 0 I) 
Lee C · ....... --.... __ ..... 1 1 1 0 
Wertham SS .. __ ......... ___ ~ 0 0 0 
Camp r ... ___ ... __ 1. ... __ 4 1 1 0 
TOTALS .. ______ ..... 36 7 , 5 
Columhu.. .. .... 100 ~12 001.9.11.3 
W •• t Ga. . ..... 000 000 016.7. , •• 

E - IJen)". Ridenour, Carroll, WtlJiam •• 
Wood •. ~rchr.r, Wortham 

DP - Huflstickle to Pa,vlI.: Ridenoor 
an Crawford to Howal'd: ReU to <.:rawforU 
10 How ... d 

J,OB - Col •. S \\ pst. G •. 8 
2B - Hurr".tcklpr H ..... haw 
3R - P.yop 
RR - Cral"orr! 
8 - Roll. Ridenour 

Ip h r er ~b In 
Carr"n (W. 3~) ... 8 2·J R 6 1 •• 
1I~1I ..... I·J 1 0 0 0 0 
Cam!, II .. 10 J) ... 11 , .~ J 3 

H.RT' .- ~w, .• (C,alTollJ 
WP - C.n.p .1, R~II 
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VSC, Columbus 
I 

In Title Round 
By SAMI\lY GLASSMAN just. seven hits, walked seven Hawk's hill ace Lamar Wright. 

Valdosta State College's Bla· and struck out seven as he He returned to the mound aftel 
zers and Columbus College's boosted his hill record to 7-2. just one day of re,~t, but wat 
Cougars were to meet here to· The Valdosta State mounds· nicked for eight hi~s and six 
day with the National Associ· men got outstanding defensive. runs in seven innings to suffer 
ation of Intercollegiate Athle- backing. The Blazers pulled r his first pitching defeat after 
tics (NAJA) District 25 base· off three doubleplays, all atl12 straight wins this season and 
ball crown on the lie. crucialtimcs. Taking part in 11'7 triumphs in a row 0 v e c 

Coach Tommy Thomas' Bla- the twin·killings were second a two-year span. 
zers went into the finals of the has('mdll Bobby Trip. shortstop Winner of the District 2~ 
double-elimination tourney with i Terry Fields and first basrmClll

l
i crown will earn a hl'.rlh in till 

a perfect 2·0 plctyoff mark afterl Steve .J()I1('s. NAIA Area 5 tOUrlw,V which If 

knocking off Shorter Collegr':-;i 111 Columbus batlle wiflw;lated next week at Knoxville 
Hawks from nome, Ga., 5;2, 011 Shorter, the Cou:,;ars be<11 the I Tenn. 
Thursday. 

Coach Charlie Ib,:.:!'dale's 
Cougars moved into the title 
round with a 2-1 mark. Colum-

Boxscorcs 
bus eliminated Shorter by de- Shnrtn "'_RS~~~~E ab r " 

SECOND GAME 
~bo ColumbllO __ .. _ •... ___ . __ a~ r h rbI 

feating the Hawks 6-0, in a ~'.Ul Ct' __ • _____ ._. ___ . 4 0 0 

second game played Thursday. ~~~~r:.,rs /8 __ .:::~~~:::::i J ; 
VSC, with a 37-11-1 overall ICai.,h fa' -- .....• - .. -- 3 0 1 

k Id 
t Wril!'hl 18 ... -.- ••• ----- 4 0 1 mar, COLI wrap up t,le dis- j)e"~>r C .. ___ • ________ ._2 0 0 

trict crown with one win against \\~~~::". s~f' .. :::~:::::~::! ~ ~ 

o P~rry Ct' ___ .... _ ... __ ._ 2 1 0 0 
1 S~U 38 ____ •••. _ ....... 4 1 I 2 
o Hc"ard 18 .. _ ••.•• _._,_ 4 1 2 2 
1 Klceh:amp Hii" ._ •. ____ ... 5 0 0 0 
o Chdtter C _ ..•. _ .••. ____ 5 0 1 1 
o Crawtnrd 28 __ .. _,_ .•. _.3 0 2 1 
o Ch".s!er OK ... __ ... __ •. 3 0 0 0 
o Dalton I"R __ •• __ ••.•• __ .0 0 0 0 

Columbus. For the Cougars, 1\1".\1anll< 28 _._ .. ___ ._. 2 1 0 

are 27-15 for the season, .;(~!;.'~~:~h_~~~~~~._. __ ._-.. _. 3~ 20 7° 
o Helm. IF ___ ._. ___ •• ___ ,2 0 0 ,0 
0

' 
Lindlie! If' _ .... _ .. __ .... 2 1 1 ·0 

2 Ridencllr SS • __ . __ ._._ •. 5 2 3 . 0 

triumph, they needed a p:lir \'al(.'o;la State ._ .•. ___ . 81> r h 
. t . VSC A t' !;umner C ......... __ ._ . .4 1 0 

VIC ones over. c 1011 Tnpp 1B •. __ •••• __ •. __ . 5 2 0 
was to begin at 1 p.m. Fell, L~' __ . _____ ._. ___ . 4 2 1 

the VSC diamond on the i;:~\'~'n 19F '::::::::::::::1 g f 
j~el.!ISler RF' ,, ___ ... __ ~.5 0 2 
White 3[1 ___ ••. _ .. _. _____ , 0 0 
\rut?'lt P _____ . __ ~ ______ ... 0 0 

Fit.'ld!1 .c:-,s __ • ___________ .4 0 1 
TOT.\I.~ ___ ..... _ .•. ___ 37 5 

rbi Ilaits P _. ____ ._._ ..... _ 0 0 0 0 
o TOT,\I.'; __ ~_._ .. _ ....... _ 35 6 10 6 
o Shorter _ ..... ___ ...... __ .b r h tbi 
o f',in C~' '_" ___ ' ___ " 5 0 1 0 
o Summers 38-P ••••• _ •• _ 5 0 1 0 
o Raboin., lR ... __ •••. ____ 5 0 1 0 
2 Kaziah Rt' ._ .••.•• _ .... _3 0 0 0 
o Wri.hl p·W . ____ . ___ ... 3 0 0 0 
ODe!"", C __ • ____ .. _. ___ ._ 3 0 0 0 
o t;'npkln,' H' ._. __ . __ , ___ 2 0 2 . 0 

2 A.hwor!~ 38 .... _._. __ ._ 1 0 1 0 
lIarn •. SS ____ , ___ ._ •• ___ 401 0 

school's north campus. 
In the Blazer's battle with 

Shorter yesterday, VSC pushed 
across two rUlls in the first inn
ing, then stayed Otlt front L111' 

till the fini.'h. The Hawks, 
however, kept the pre"slIrc Oil 

all the w;JY. Valdoiita Slat!' had 
only a one-run e!l.!.!c until it got 

\'r~!(h:sta Slate .. 7(JIl 010 00 ? S·.\ () ~1c\lallu, 28 ____ .... ___ 3 0 1 0 

pair of inSlIC<lIlCe markers 
in the top or thl' ninth. 

~h"'f'r 001 (\flO 10 0---2-7-6 
I-:-.-~ltn~,mt·r." 2. Il ... :rnnr 2. 1I .. fJ'~ I. 
nr Tnllfl In Vif'fds to Jones 2. Tcfl',Y to 
TI'Hlll to I"1!"hl."I 
L(lf; \'.~C ?, SC B 
::n--~"rll~ 
.'R- ArllPIl. Bowen 

TO-r,'I.~ ,_. JA 0 8 0 
Cnlumhil3 _. 001 010 31 0 k 10-1 
Shonrr oc.o 000 no 0·-4\-8·2 
r--:--Ridel10u1'. Me"Ja"u~ 2 
nr--H.1rri:-; to .\1f"~'.J.Jlll" to RobbIn'! 
LOR-Col'. 12, Shorter 13 
SB .. Crowloro 

II' h r ~r hb 
,9,S24 

so S-Perry, Sell 

9 7 2 1 7 
, t'eltsJ 

6 
I 

r or "" • n 6 

The Blazers manag('(1 ill);! 

five hits, but had the ad~an· r---------------------------J 
tage of a half dozen Shorter 
errors. 

Pat Arnett went the distance 
on the hill for VSC. He allowed 

, 



Blazers Win District r-ritle 
BY SA.\1\lY GL.4.SSl\IAN 

Valdosta State College's 
Blazers nipped Columbus 

: College's COl'gars, 4·3 in a 13· 
I inning duel here Friday and 
I with the t.riumph capt.ured the 
· National Association of Inter
collegiate Athletics (NAIA) 
District 25 baseball champion
ship. 

The district crown wa.c; the 
fifth in a row for coach Tom
I my Thomas' Blazers who will 

I 
cany a lO-game winnjJ~g streak 

· and a 38-11-1 record wlth them 
! when they go to Knoxville, 
ITenn., next week to take part 
· in the KAlA Area 5 playoffs. 
The area winner will earn a. 
berth in the National NAIAI 
tourney whj~h is . ~lated June I 
1-.1 at PhoenIX, Anz. 

Valdosta Stale needed the I 
minimum of three consecutive 
victories to emerge on top in 
the four-team, three·jay, doub
le-elimination battle for the 
district crown. Friday's clinch
er, however, wal; an overtime I 
thriller. 

Coach Charlie Ragadale's 
Cougars. who posted a 2-2 
mc.rk in the tourney here, has 
now gone to the sideline for 
the season with a 27-16 mark. 

Before meeting and defeat
in" Columbus in the finals, 
VSc trimmed !.he West Geor
gia Collefte Braves from Car
rollto!'!, 12-2, and the Shorter 

.. '~ 
.... : : ~ . 

~_;~e::s~~:::'::u~::, :; I 
the Cougars Jumped 0hf! to ani Vl\lrlosta State's Bohby Tripp Loses His BaLting Helmet And He Takes A Big Stride Toward }t'irst Base 
early three-run lead. T ey com- I------..:....----~_~:._... _____ ~=_ __________ ~ ___________ ... 
bined a triple by Verlin Perry 
with a Blazer errol' to score 
once in the first inning. 



-l·itn,.~ Stdf .·bot. 
West Georgia's Lynn HoCCstickler Misses With His Tag And IUazers' nob White Gets Back To First Safely 

enOL Hoene DR _____ , , _____ 6 0 I) fl 

F' th d V 'C Hebus I.~' ~ 1 1 0 or € ay S" collected 17 Lillllief Ll" _____ " _,_ 1 "f) 0 

hits off three Columbus hurl- Dalton, {' ---- -- .. -- (I 0 0 (I 
, , Chadwlcl< l' 9 (I II 0 

, Columbw got two more runs ers, mcludmg a double and Carroll P.- 0 0 0 (I 

In the fourth with a single by (O,Ul' singles by }<'elts in seven TO't'ALII 47 l 11 ~ 
Perry the key blow in this up· trIPS to the plate. VaM~sta SLate ,I) " ~ Ltti 

rising, . Andy Hassell started on the ~~~~:el~J< c ; . (I ~ ~ 
. Valdosta State got two runs hill fo~' VSC, ~ut, he gave way ~~!!n L~~, -. -- '---.--': g S (I 

In the' seventh by combining t~ rel~cf specla,lJst M~rty Le .. H.e~lBtel" !U' ~- - ..... ---- 6 0 ~ g 
, I . b P t Ar tt d B b Flies In the thu'd InnIng, Le- Whlle:>R --- ... - .. , -- $ () 2 n 

smg cs y a ne. an o· Files ork d 10 d 2 '3' ,fene, 111 .~ 0 1 I) 

b Tripp with a Cougar errol' wean· mn· Flcl(L~ s.~ .... -.. -'-,-. 5 l' 0 
Y .' • ings and allowed j~st six hits Arnett. {Ht '-'- - -' '_ & 1 l 0 

The Blazers made It 3·3 wIth . " . Hamil t> II 0 0 0 
a single run in the eighth when, over tha.t long s;>an as ~e ra~k. Lehl •• l' --.-----.... 0 0 0 0 

after two outs, Terry Fields, ed, up ~IS seventh pltchmg VIC· 'l'OTAVI nil. , 
Arnett and Frank Sumner tmy.wlthout a loss, C~lttsml>"" -- Inn ~oo 000 000 O-~·11 ~ 
came through with consecutive b KhClth Carroll, whf) followed ~~d. I~ ''1,,,::0 ir.()(,~o;~~. O;'~dO~.;-.~J7~ 
sin"les ot starter Butch Dalton and . I" 11"".,<1, 

'" . relider Chuck Chadwtck on the Crawford t" Howard, Chaffer to Howu'll 

Th 'ned d dlo"k to Ridencul. e score remal ca..: . mound took the loss and now LOB-VOC IV, Cotttml>u, 11 

ed until th~ 13th when,. aHcl' has a 1.2 hill mal'k, !::-:-~;~~Olll'\ 2, Hl'ward. ~·.II .• 
one out. Tl'IPP reached fIrst on -;'-Klcekaml'l J,.nt' .• 

C I b f Id' , d ':oltIlUI:;U' -- - ,. ,---- p.\}." It.( a 0 um us Ie mg t1ilScue. a . Pony CI" . __ . __ ' ~'2 7 \ 
vanccd on a singh:! by Gene r.oU ~H 6 0 I 0 f)"lto" I 

F' It th ~.. II n' ,,_ l!ow.,d lB 5 0 3 0 Chadwl<l< ---. e s en SCOI'\..'U lC ,..am" Kt."k;;/nll Ill" ,. __ ..... _ 3 0 0 0 Ca 1'1 bjl (L.) 

winning run on anothcr Cougar ell,I: .. c -.-, ... - '_ 5 0 0 0 H.'."t!l " 
, Cra,,!olfl 71{ ,,, ._ ... ~ 0 , n L'~'I'" (W 7.0' 

Uj(t('.1l0Uf' ~" .• '. " l:i n PR -!iulnnrr 

II' h r or 
. _ 62·J 11 
___ J I·J l 

._ "·3 :1 
2 1 1 S 

10 2·J ~ 

I)~ 60 
I l 2 
n 2 J 
~ , 0 
n n 1 
1 J 1 

• 



Blazers Sweep .. District 25 
by Mike Chason 

Valdosta State made it look 
easy la~t week whcn Coach 
Tommy Thomas' baseball 
Blazer~ ~wept the NAIA District 
25 Tournament in three 
games. 

In VSC's initial outing last 
\Vnln/sriay, Lee Dancy throttled 
We:,t Cwr,:.'la for his S(,\cnth 
vidory against live 10Mc:; as 
\'ddn~ta .'italf: exploded for a 
l~·~ will OWl' the Bravcs from 
Carrollton. 

Aft"r .,ix inninl-,'B. it appeared 
the Blazers were in for the battle 
of their lives as \V est Georgia led 
2-1. III the seventh, Steve Jones 
knot"-,·.! ill the go-ahead run 
wheH he pounded out a singlc to 
score Frank Sumner and Bobby 
Tripp. 

When the dust clearcd at the 
end of the frame, thc hometown 
crew led 7-2 amd Tripp, Sam 
Bowen and Jerome Rcgister had 
rapped out a :;aCet)' apiece. 

In the following inning. All 
American Gene Felts lofted a 
350 blast over the left field 
fence with Tripp on base to add 
some insurance runs to the VSC 
total. Terry Fields added a solo 
round tripper to two more 
Blazer run;; i;} the next inning to 
complete the scoring for the 

day. 

~~P"""·"<''''\?'.P'-i iHh!(':':P.'r.""'! ~--:-~!E'~'Jn~~r~J'"";" f"'1r~~ """':J1' .. ' r-::-!:'~,;"··<;;.;';::H;! .. ;·h ...... 1>~9·: "'J" '·~~'l'.::·;;i~;'-;P:i'J[ij,;.·t'f··,!·J·' ',. ;< 

~< ••..... /tL,~; :i:...dh.<';!,; .• ,~~1~~¥:!~~~1~~. ~ .... :~. }.£ 
~\X ;&-~'.;. ;'A4:·~}t·'f~.t\~.~··.,/:.~", .. ~~t1.~a'·~ .z~.~*tt;:~""';':~~:V£~.~.I"~ ... {.$I.'~~~~;'''"",.'.: ~;.; ':". ; t ... '." ~ p;'J." fi'.:.~~ 't;;·>i<-.t:~ ••• 'f!'f~"'-':~~ ~I'.',;""~'l'· ':"':t' ':'/, .~: '."~"!j:.;;.; ;: .r"; 
~~::~~.~., 10. ~. ,~~I ~' •• ·$fZi.~' '~l 1·":-'·:\J'f.?f""~~ >'>J!:~!: . ~" '.:,.' 
'''::f~- .~:~. ''''' ... ; :,'s,;..,;''': . 't" .' ", ',~ :",i ,~. . t.:i'~ ~,:;t ?:, 

,;,:;.;'. ~ .':' f ,~'r ~r>:. .~: .... 1i~. ~ ,j ,..~ t ~ ,.~1 :~(i ';;'~J . . I Ii ,,' .. .I~l, / !"~J .I :;.~ 
#~.J..' '. r ~,~. \ ':.~)1 ..•... ~. 't' ~., .~.: .. ,~: . ;,t<4~~ .. l.": . ". \f.tj~. ;. . ., ~ .-.,:-~> ~':.'."iW{?·"t'" ".~.~, 

1.[·/1; f'''''~ •.• :fV':,f"~ ...... , .. L.· ""'" ... $'ilj:.#:I"~1:".'i'd.'. i,.;r .!tl'S.'~"'~'/'>\ ';'i.'~~' .. .. :.f .' jl ;.Jf·.· . .1i'''f''''1t "~; .' .. r,. J ..... "'...' l..."'''''';''' . .....",,..~ ...;.7'~$-"""~""';;,I /.; ::~t 
~;i?'~~' ~'\:/' I. '!.~~~, ~·c.;O{~~~':!I . . ~~. ~J~', (~, 'l~~'\'" ~ _~ .,l ... ~" ~ ~ 
,V ~,-':" '~':;;'~}~';tt.;~i-:~ .. ~~'" .... :;?~ .. '/;<~~'!I::<fj"'" ~ .. ~.. \ ' . .. ,::t;::: ......... ... 

". ,<.~. :.t:... ~ /1·' • -- ~':'il"'. 1!l ·3 a \. ," ... ~ .... 
'''''" ~.i¥;!b ... ~~~~1i.': &"~. "'I'''''':2. 'j~ .. : .. '.I.:!~: .... -;l.. :i' ~.,: ..... , i l' \~ -.po ,J;.h,~· '. -;..;., -~ ~ .."....,' ~.:f·'" . 

..-~ . :.~~ '1 ~ ~~~. "". . '.1-: .', V""!; 
'\. /, .. ;," j;:" ':"':~f')':> .!!\. d" ,.:~.I- '.1'1..... ,',,' , •• ,' . ",,{.1 __ .;~ '. 'L"'J",· . 'Ill .. 

.... ' ". 'Y . ,.it .". 'f>;--," "i§il\OJ' '. ;' .." 
..... {, .. ·f.·· • ,. . /; ,,,"",:',- 1 
.oJ.' ;'. r"" . .I )fa . I. .. \ . ' -

<, ~"' ...... "'tt-... < .' ,.'.~"'\""". ,._ .. :..4 . • I.. '. .. . ' .' '. >~>-"~~.-~.i~ ~'t'l.~ 
~~"i~::~J~S~~~ i~':: ·:4t:iz~~~;ii. . -. .~' ·3~~' 
iIVt.or-3o;,~t.~,tw..li$ ... < .. ~!« •. t., ....... .,.ii:. "'~">"'~" J_r.:'~.~ •.. ~ .. :"'.¥i>~ .. , ..... ,;... .:., ., 

After District 25 competition ends, VSC Blazers display winning crown. 

Also on the first day, Shorter 
trimmed Columbus 2-1, and 
Columbus turncd around to 
eliminate West Georgia from the 
tourney with a 9-7 victory over 
the cocky men from Carrollton. 

The Hawks of Shorter 
College fell to the fiery V SC 
nine last Thursday when Pat 
Arnett limited the Hawks to 
seven scattered hits and Valdosta 
State had a 5-2 biumph and a 
berth in the District finals. 

Arnett went the distance on 
the mound for the Blazers. He 

boosted his hill record to 7 -2' 
and lowcred his earned run 
average to 2.09 for the year. 

The Ulazer defense, a trouble 
spot all season, turned in a 
sparkling performance by 
turning three double plays to 
wipe out Shorter rallies . VSCs 

. "circus" infield of Bobby 
Tripp,Terry Fields, Bob White, 
and Steve Jones all had an 
outstanding day. 

In the hitting department, 
Jerome Register demonstrated 
an ability to hit in the clutch 

when he punched out two hits 
driving in a pair of runs. Sam 
Bowen, Terry Fields and "Mr. 
Reliable"--Gene Felts also 
picked up one hit apiece. 

Lamar . Wright, Shorter's 
pitching ace, hurled his second 
game in two days in the second 
half of the afternoon's twin bill, 
but the strain proved too much 
as Wright and the Hawks left 
ValdOl-lta with a 6-0 defeat by 
Columbus on their record. 

Wright had clicked off 17 
straight wins including 12 this 

season before t:harlie Ragtiflale's 
Cougars socked it to him. 

With their win, Columbus set 
the stage for the championship 
battle last Friday. To win the 
title, the Cougar nine would 
have to take two from the 
homestanding heroe,;. i\eeuless 
to say, the order proved to he 
too big to fill. 

It took L! innings, but ",h('n 
it was all o\'t~r, Valdo~la State 
had a 4-3 ~ictory and its fifth 
straight District 25 crown. 

Marty LeFiles li\'ed up to his 
ace reliever billing ",hell he came 
on in the third inning to snuff 
out a Cougar c1mrge and firtbh 
the wntest; giving up only six 
hits along the way. Andy Ha,,:;ell 
was the starting pitchcr, but 

. LeFiles was credited with the 
win, raisi.!lg his record to 7-0. 

VSC's all star second sacker, 
Bobby Tripp, scored the winning 
run after he rounded the 
basepaths on a combination of 
two Columbus errors and a Gene 
Felts single. 

Valdosta State racked up 17 
hits in the game as compared to 
11 for Columbus. Gene Felts 
proved why he was a first team 
AU American when .he pounded 
out five hits in seven trips to the 
plate. 
continued on page 10 



On To Knoxville. • • 
continued from ptJ8e 1 
'In fact, Felts dominated the 

offensive end of the Blazer 
machine during thl': entire 
toumment. He collected nine 
hits in 16 trips to the plate 
including two dOUbles. and a' 
home run. :." ~ 

Dave Waples, the voice of the 
Blazers, stated "I was never 
doubtful we'd win the 
tournament, but I was surprised 
that we took it in three games." 

Battle Arkansas Nine Today· 
The Brazer machine now rolls 

on . to Knoxville,. T~nnessee 
'where they will face State 
College of Arkan!;Cl!; today at 
lp.m. The Arkan!;Cls nine won 
the District 17 playoff. In the 
second game, David Lipscomb 
College and Birmingham 
Southern will square off with 
the two losers baUling it out at 
7:000.m. 

Coach Thomas felt that his 
Blazers got the best end qf the 
draw by playing State College of 
Arkansas. He said, "David 
Lipscomb came in second in the 
NAIA national tournament last 
year after they knocked us out 
of the Area Five tournament at 
Knoxville. We are awfully glad 
not to play them our first time 
out." 

Thomas Is Confident 
Our opponent has a 16-8' 

record among the tough District 
L 7 competition. As for our 
chances in Knoxville, Thomas 
!;Clid "I'm more confident of our 
title chances than I have been 
since 1969. We have a good draw 
and the pitchin~ depth which is 
alway!! so very important." 

In past years, pitching has 
alway!! been a problem for 

V aldoeta State, but this 8ea8OR 

the Blazers have five hurlers with 
an ERA of 2.25 or better. Theae', 
men include Dan Chadwick, 6'(), 
Andy Hassell, 7-i, Lee Daney, 
7-5, Pat Arnett, 7.2, and Marty 
LeFiles is 7'() for the year. 

Lakeland Natjve L8ads Hin.,n 
. -:. ;;-', >1 t' ':~ :'""~ 

As for hitting;F elts leads with 
a .358 average, followed by 
Bob White, .333;- ,. Jerome 
Register,.319, Steve Jones, .299, 
Bobby Tripp, .292, and Frank 
Sumner,.286. 

If the Blazers should' win' in 
Knoxville, it will be on to 
l'hoenix, Arizona for the NAIA 
national tournament on June 
L-6. Both tournaments are 
elimination affairs. 

GO BLAZERS!!!! 
J. "':'1' 



Blazers Triumph 
In Area Ol1ener ~ 
IPECIAL ~ Tn tIMES ,action here with a 38·6 chart. from Rick Bowers lit the final 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. _ Val- Against State College of Ar- frame, was the pitching victor 
Idosta State College's Blazers kansas th~ Blazers rack~d ,up and he n.ow h~s .an 8-6 record. 
: began action in the National two runs In the second innIng In the eIght mnmgs he work
Association of Intercollegiate then went on from there to a ed, Daney blanked the Bears 
Athletics (NAIA) Area 5 base- one-sided triumph. . on three. scattered hits. 
ball playoffs with an im- VSC raked three Bears pItch- . The wmner of the A~ea 5 
pressive 11-0 victory over the ,ers [or a total of 18 hits. Frank title wIll earn a berth In the 
State College of Arkansas Sumner and Jerome Register National NAJA tourney which 
Bears here Wednesday. blasted home runs. Sam Bo- is scheduled for Jqne 1-5 at 

In another opening round of wen rapped two .triples and a Phoenix, Ariz_ 
thef double-elimination event double. Bobby Tnpp and Steve .--__________ --1 

the David Lipscomb College .Jones each accounted for trip-
Bisons from Nashville, Tenn., les. 

'had a 5-3 lead over the Birm- Gene Felts, Bowen and Terry 
ingham (Ala.) Southern Col- F'ields all had three-for-five 
lege Panthers when a thun- days at the plate. 
derstorm doused the players Lee Daney, with relief help 
and the contest was suspended r~~::::=====:::'~=:J=-__________ _ 
after one out in the seventh 
inning. 

The Bisons and Panthers 
were to finish their game this 
morning with a loser's brack.at 
contest, which was rained out 
Wednesday, to follow. 
. Also on tap at 4 p.m. today 
was a winner's bracket duel 
between VSC and victor of 
the David Lopscomb-Birming
ham Southern contest. This 
was to be followed by another 
loser's bracket tilt. 

Weather permitting, the fi
nals are to be played Friday 
with action to begin at 4 p.m. 
If another game is necessary 
it will be played at 7 p.m. 

Valdosta State, the NAIA 
District 25 champ, chalked liP 
its 11th victory in a row and 
boosted its overall record to 
39~1l-1 with its triumph over 
the Bisons from Conroy, Ark. 
After the loss State College of 
Arkansas, the Dishict 17 title
holder, was left with a 16-9 
mark. 

David Lipscomb, the Area 5 
winner in both 1971 and 1!l72. 
came into the playoffs this 
time with a 34-B record after 
copping the District 24 diaciem. 
Birmingham Southern, the ti
tIist from District 27, began 

In NAIA Play 

Valdosta State 
Stol~nls Past Foe 
Storms of two types have bombarded the NAIA 

Area 5 baseball playoffs. 
First, Valdosta (Ga.) State used a whirlwind perfor

mance to devastate State College of Arkansas into the 
loser's bracket with a 17-hit, 11-0 triumph. Then ,a thun
derstorm sent David Lipscomb of Na!;hville and Bir
mingham (Ala.) Southern for cover in the second game 
late yesterday at Bill Meyer Stadium. " 

Lipscomb was ahead, 5-3, 
with runners at first and third 
and one out when the second 
"storm" hit. Play was to re
sume in that game at 1l:30 to
day with the situation as it 
was when action was suspend
ed in the seventh inning. 

Two games - the first involv
ing State College of Arkansas' 
and the loser of the 11 :30 game, 
and the second pitting Valdosta 
against the Lipscomb-Southern 
winner. Another game may be 
played tonight. 

Valdosta State sent the en
tire batting order to the plate 
in a six-run fifth inning. Mean
while, Lee Deery was limiting 
the Arkansas club to three 
hits. 

Centerfielder Sam Bowen 
drove in two runs and scored 
three as a result of his two tri
ples and a double. Bobby Tripp 
and Steve Jones also tripled for 
the Georgians while catcher 
Frank Sumner belled a solo 
homer in the third. 

VALDOSTA 
ab r h bl 

Sumner. c 522·1 
Brenom. ph I 0 0 0 
Tripp. 2b 5 1 I 0 
Felts. If 5 I 3 2 
Jones. lb 5 1 1 2 
Bowen. cf S 3 3 2 
Rogesher. rl 2 2 2 1 
Starling. rl lOp 0 
White. 3b 4 0 1 1 
Fields. 55 S 0 3 2 
Golden. dh 5 0 I 0 
Derry. p 0 0 0 0 

ST. ARKANSAS II 
Db r ft bl 

Duhart. rl 401 O· 
Skyrme. II 4 000, 
Spann. rl 4 0 0 O. 
R;ckctt.lb 4020' 
B.cn •• c 4 0 0 0 
Rhea. Jb 2 0 0 0 
Palmer. dh 3 0 0 0 
Hau,neln. 2b 3 0 0 0 
Dallas. ss 3 0 0 0 
Romey. p 0 0 0 0 
Thong •• p 0 0 0 0 
Franks p 0 0 0 0 

Bowers. p 0 0 0 0 I 
ToteliS 4J 1"i'i1i1 Tota's l'i'"OiO I 

VALDOSTA ST. 021 160 10~ll, 
ARKANSAS ST. 000 000 OO~ 0 I 

E-Romey. Tripp. Freid., DP-Voldosta 
St. 2. Arkansas State 1. 2B-Bowen. Du
hart. 31l-Trlr>p. Jon.,. Bowen 2. HR
Sumner., Rogesher. 5 - R~."'cr, 

IP H R ER aa SO 
Dc-.V (W, ••••••••• 8 3 0 0 0 4 
BOWN. .•••••••••••• tOO 0 0 0 
Ron.ev (LI ••••..••• 2 1·3 S 3 3 n 1 
Thon',~ ••••••••••••• 22·J 7 7 1 0 0 
Fron',s .•.••••• , •••• 4 5 1 I 0 3 

T-3·30. 



Blazers In Title Round 
., raAItM IiIAt·. \UIIITt:. 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. - Val
dosla State Collt·gc's B1a7.cl's 
moved Into the finals u[ the 
rain-delayed National Associa
tion of Inlerl'ollegiale Ath· 
letics (NAIA) Area ;; baseball 
playoffs after a dramatic 1-0 
victory over the David Lips
comb College Bisons here' 
Friday. 

The triumph was the second 
in as many playoff starts for 
coach Tommy Thomas' Blazers 
and vaulted then into the fin· ) 
als of the double-elimination ", 
area title duel today. 

VSC was to go against Bir
mingham (Ala.) Southern Col
lege's Panthers at 1 p.m. to
day. The Blazers needed one 
victor to become the Area 5 
champ and earn a berth ',~.' 
in the NAJA National tourney, 
which· is slated to open next· 
Thursday at Phoenix, Ariz. 
Southern, which has a 2-1 
playoff chart, could cop the 
area diadem by licking VSC 
twice. 

Valdosta State now has 
a 40-11-1 mark while the Pan· 
thers from Birmingham own a 
40-7 record. VSC has a 12-

"'f.- .. ~ 

":.,:' 

-'D~ 

game victory streak going. VSC's Bobby Tripp (12) Is Waiting And Ready To Tag Bisons' Kevin Stanford (5) 
. Frid~y's action began with David Lipscomb. The Alabama, ed hi.~ first pitching defeat af- •• r .IW 
the. wmdup of some games entry won this one 3-0 and. ter 11 consecutive triumphs. David Upscornlt 
that were delayed by rain on ,. "I ' &onforth II --•• ----.--.---, 0 1 • 

Thursda 
David Lipscomb bowed out of Valdosta State's aJl-lmpor- ~;. Smith 3b ___ .. _____ ... __ 3' 1 I Y Sa nil 3b _. ___ ._._. • 0 0 0 

1 
. ddt t D the playoffs. The Nashville tant run came in the last half PriM rl -_._. __ ... __ ._ ••• _3 0 20 

n a suspen e ron es, a· t h 'th 35 9\ of the ninth G. SmUll • __ •••• ____ ._4 0 • 0 
vid Lipscomb the defending team wen ome WI a - . Huston 2b .. ___ ...... _.~ ... _A 0 0 0 

area champ,' trimmed Birm. ma,rk. •. Gene .. Felts . opened the ~~ '':" _.-:::-.::::J: ~ : 
Ingham Southern 7-4. Then 'lhe conlest belween Valdos- frame With a smgle. The next I Sargent cIII --.-.. --... ----.. 0 0 0 

in a loser's brack~t tilt the Ala. ta Stale and David Lipscomb I VSC batsman flied out and ~t':!~J~ill .---'-•• .:.:':::-,--! ~ ~ ~ 
bama nine licked State Collc<Jf' I featured a pressure-packed I then Felts was forced at se· TOTALA fI .. ' .... 5 0 ,,- , ..... rill 
of Arkansas, 13-2, to send the \Illll duel between the Blazers' I cond after a grounder by Sam Val~ta st •• 
Bears from Conroy Ark.. to senior righthander Pat Ar. Bowen. Sll~ner e _ .. _ •• ___ ••• ___ 3 0 , • , , , I Tnpp 2b ---- .... -. 1 0 0 • the sideline. • \nett and the Bisons' freshman It was now two ~lUts but Felts If __ 00 ___ • ____ ._._ ... __ 3 0 1 0 

Next was the duel between hill whiz Mike McLaughlin. Bowen was on first a~d he I Js':!':..a' of •• --.. :::::::: •• ~ ~ ~ ~ 
VSC and David Lipscomb and \ Arnett blanked the Bisons promptly stole second. Next ReJ;i.'ler rl .. ----.----. .. 0 1 1 

the Blazers got that game's on five scattered hits. He walk-!UP was Jerome Register who ;~~: ____ ::::::::::::::::i- 0
3 

1
0

0 
only run after two out in the ed five and sti'uck out seven bounced one off the fence in A~elt P ______ .. ________ •••. 3 0 0 O . 

. , ..' " .' I, TO r,\LS 2f' ... , bottom of the IlInth IIllllng, as he booste<l .hlS hill record I' center fIeld at the 415 foot mark ))a\,id Lipseomb ___ .000 000 000-0-5·2 

F 'd' ' d d . h I' f b b 1 h' h b h Vald ... ta State -"-' 000 000 001-4:, rl ay s actIOn en e Wit. to 8-2. McLaugh III gave up or a 0 u e W IC roug t ~~ - Slin",lCI. Doonnil!, AmeU 

a duel under the lights between II just four hits, i.~sued two walks,' Rowen home and gave Valdos- ~~ R~~r; :. OLe , 

Birmingham Southern and and struckout 10 as he suffer- ta Stale its viclory. ~8 - Sl~ . 
. ~R - RnhiMOll .... tt., """'e11 

S • TriPP 2 
Sf' - Prl<I. 
M..r... .... lllift g., 11·1) 12·' • 1 1 2 It 

'An. (&.2) ----, , 0 , • 7 
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LiTJscolnl, Ousted 
t 

'Valdosta, SOl-tthern 
Battle for NAJA Title 

Blazers Bow., 
But Not Out 
Special to The Times-Union 
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. - Val

dosta State's ninth-inning ral
ly came lip short as Birming
ham Southern tripped the 
Blazers, 10-8, in the NAlA re
gional baseball tournament 
Saturday afternoon. 

Valdosta State and Birming-I record into today's action, while 
ham Southern bllttled this after- Southern stood at 40-7. 
noon for a berth in the NAJA BIRM SOUTH 
Nat'01al baseball tournament DAVID liPSCOMB' ~~ ~gg ;J~ 1~ : 
next month at Phoenix Ariz Yoeman. Halche". (7), lowery (7), Wil-

t • i' ~on (8) and Gou; Stinson, McLaughlin (8), 

With Pat Arnett firing a six
hitter, Valdosta State' stayed 
unbeaten in the Area 5 tour
ney yesterday at Bill Meyer 
Stadium, tagging a 1-0 loss on 
David Lipscomb. 

Williams (t) and Dennis. 

BIRM. SOUTH. 102 120 403-13 14 4 
ST. COL. OF ARK. 100 010 000- 2 4 1 

J."y and Goss; Wright, Thomas (7), 
Curtis (9) and D .... ne. 

DAVID LIPSCOMB 000 000 00-0 6 2 
VALDOSTA ST. 000 000 001-1 4 1 

McLaughlin and Dennis; Arnett and Sum
ner. 

It was Valdosta State's first 
loss while Birmingham fought 
out of the loser's bracket to 
force the title-dcei<\ing game, 
later Saturday night. 

. Birmingham Southern - then DAVID LIPSCOMS-OO-O 000 000-0 1 1 
ousted Lipscomb in the double- BIRM. SOUTH. 000 001 02.-] 5 Ii 

In the Blazers' ninth, Gene 
Felts homered and Valdosta 
picked up two more runs be
fore Birmingham Southern 
halted the rally. '. M',n::hu. Williams (8) and Dennis; EMi. 

elimination event by scoring a catt and Goss. 
3-0 victory as Lee Endicott a/- ,.....-___________ .J 

IQwed only three hits . 
. J:l earlier games yesterday. 

6irmingham Southern pounded 
5,tate College of Arkansas. 13-2, 
and Lipscomb handed Birming
tiBm Southern a 7-4 loss in the 
com pie t ion of Wednesday 
night's suspended contest. . 

Thursday action was washed 
out by rain. 

Valdosta State and Southern 
were to meet at 1 o'clock. A 
second game, if necessary, 
was to follow. 
~S:j;st« 
_ _ doubled home the' 

wbning run in the bottom of the 
ninth to give Valdosta its win 
O¥ef Lipscomb. 
ivitfdosta State took a 40-11 

Bowen Whiffs 17 

Valdosta St. Wins 
NAIA Area 5 Crown 

Fireballing righthander Sam I also drove in the only run he 
Bowen struck out I7 batters Sat- needed in the seventh innipg. He 
urday ni;!ht as Valdosta State: tr;pled in Bobby Tripp who 
defeated Birmingham Southern. 'walked and was sacrificed to 
2-0, for the NAJA Area 5 base· second on Gene Felts' bunt. 
ball championship at Bill Meyer I Bowen scored on Hatchett's 
Stadium_ ! wild pitch to complete the scor-

Bowen checked the Pan- : ing. He later doubled. 
thers on five hits in outdueling I Valdosta St. (41-12) qualifies 
Sou the r.n s""tlp8w j en for the National NAIA tourna-
Hatchett. He walked only one ment in Phoenix, Ariz. Bir-
in picking up his seventh mingham Southern finished 

straight victory. ! the campaign with a 41-8 
The Brunswick, Ga., junior! worksheet. 

. I Southern forced the second 
CHAMPIONSHIP GA.ME contest by handing the Blazers a 

.IRMINGH~r ~~i VAlD05T!b ~Th bl 10-8 loss earlier. 
Boyd 55 A 0 1 0 S"mner c J 0 0 0 
Hedrick 55 4 0 0 0 TriPP 2b 3 1 0 0 
Mover If 4 0 1 0 Felts cf 2 0 1 0 
Booker rf J 0 2 0 Bowen p J 1 2 1 
Swarlz dh 4 0 0 0 R_nisle, r' 2 0 0 0 
Salem 2b J 0 0 0 1'111 Ie Jb ~ 0 1 0 
Millor 3b J 0 1 0 Fi.'~s" J 0 0 0 
Ga.. c 3 0 0 0 Jones 1 b J 0 0 0 
Szuch cI 3 0 0 0 Slorllog II 3 0 0 0 
Hatchett p 0 0 0 0 

Tolals 31 0 5 0 Tolals 2' 2 4 1 
BIRMINGHA.M SO. 000 000 000-0 
VALDOSTA ST. 000 002 00.-2 

E--Milier. OP-Valdosto SI. LOB-Blr· 
minohom Soutl1t:>t'n .). Voldo~ta St. 6. 

2B-Bowcn. 3B - Bowen. SB - Boyd, 
GOS5. S-Fells. 

IP H R ER BII SO 
Halehell (l) 6 4 2 2 4 9 
Bow"n (WI 9 5 0 n I 17 

PIl-GQ". WP-Hnkhcll. T _I' ~~. A-
225. U-Halchor, Sellars, Ho",eld. 

VALDOSTA STATE BIRMINGHAM SOU. 

Sumner. c 
Tripp, ;>b 
Fells. If 

'Bowen. cf 
RQster, rf 
While, 3b 
Golden, ph 
Jones, lb 
Fields. 5S 
Arnett, dh 
Doney, p 
lell.s, p 
Cdwick, P 
BOWNS, P 
Hassell, p 

abrhbi abrhbl 
~ \ 0 0 Bovd. lb ~ 2 0 0 
4 1 1 0 Hearlrlck, 55 4 2 2 0 
5 2 2 1 Mayer. If J 2 1 1 
2 2 1 1 Broo~er, rf ~ 1 1 0 
5 2 3 J Swartz. dh S 1 3 2 
4 0 0 0 Salem, .. 3 0 2 1 
1 0 0 I) M"ler, 3n. 4 0 1 f 
5 0 1 2 Goss, c 5 1 0 0 
4 0 1 0 Szuch. cI 5 1 3 0 
3 0 1 0 Yeoman, p 0 0 0 0 
o 0 0 0 Lowery. p 0 0 0 0 
o 0 0 0 A.wllson. p 0 0 0 0 
00 00 
on 00 
0000 

Totals ]8 8 10 7 Tolals 37 1013 7 
Boyd awarded first on catcher's Inter

f~r"'nce. 
VAl DO~ TA STATE 200 010 103- 8 
BIRMINGHAM SOU. 000 1)5 0Ix--10 

E-Hcdrlck J. ~O'~!1l, S'Jmner 2. Trip,." 
Bowen. lOB--Valdo51a 9, Birmingham 
Southern 13. 

2B-Swarlz. JB-Bowen. HR-Regisler, 
Fells. S-Arnelt. Trl"p. 

IP H R ER liB 50 
Linlley (ll 4 4 4 4 0 3 
Le!lles "J 2 1 1 1 I) 
Chadwick I:, 2 I 1 2 0 
Bowo" 2 "., 3 7 7 2 0 
Hnc<c" 1/, 0 0 0 0 0 
Ye'.)mon .. 1.'] 2 3 3 1 1 
Lowerv (WI 4 V, 7 S 5 2 1 
A Wil,oll " .• 0 0 0 0 0 
5~ve-A. Wilson. HSP-Mayer (bV 

Boworl!. t>8-~umn.r. T-3:01. A-2OO. 
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Blilzers'Capture Area -Title 
II~ 'flM~;1! ""lUf' WRII'II,;a 'five Valdosta Stale hurlel's ("",ele<! his hill record off at 2-2. 

PhlJ(>nix, i\l'iz. and the Nati(l,l- _ 13 hits. St.arter Lee Daney took I That wasn't all for the talent. 
al As~()ciation of Jnt~rcoJIegiaie The VaJdosta Daily Times, MOll., lUay 28, 1973 -17- the loss and is now 8-6, Among led Bowen. He had a hand in the 
Athletlc.~ (NAIA) natIOnal base- ~ the Blazers' 10 hits were hom-,I . . rI f VSC' f • '1' 
ball tournament is the next stop S t ,scorln" () . s w.n I ~ms, II ucn 
for Valdosta State College's pO r ~ ers by Gene J<eU!i and Jerome Ica_me In the sixth 1I1l11ng. 
ne~ly crowned Area 5 champi- t."" Register and a triple by Sam Bo-I '~obby Tripp walked and then 
ons. wen. aavanced to second on a saen· 

Coach Tommy Thomas' Blaz- In the second game Bowen left fice ~unt by Felts. Bow~n follllw-
ers, who earlier won the NAI:\ . _ his more familiar spot in cen- ed with a tnple to bnng Tnpp 
Di~trict 25 crown, captured ti- SAMMY GLASSMAN, EdItor tel' field to pitch for Valdosta ihome. Rowen hImself scored a 
tle honors in the Area 5 playoffs State. He allowed just five hils, \ little later on a Wild Jlltch. 
this past Saturday at Knoxville, . .. issued only one walk and struck Birmingham Southern {'.Jfli-ed 

Tenn. Icrown and clal,!! one of ~Ight lips has a 29-16 mark. . out 17 for a victory which lev-lits season with a 41-8 record. 
VSC went into the finals of the coveted places III the NatlOnal Other first round games are as \-------:-----------...,..-------1 

aouble-elimination area playoffs NAIA tourney which is to be- follows: * 
with a 2-0 mark. Coach Roy gin on Thursday at Phoenix. U. S. International University T · F I S I .1 
r-iewborne·s Birmingham (Ala.) This is Valdosta State's first of San Diego, Calif., (31-8) vs rIpP, 1 e ts ~ e eeteu 
Sou t h ern . College ~anlhe;'s Area crown. It was the Bla- Maloney College, Canton, Ohio, 
reathed the {lIlal day With a 2-1 zers' fifth consecutive appcar- (21-8), University of Washing- B1 TIM":!! SUt'F WKII1'ER IWright of Shorter; l"aldler Carl 
mark. . 1 ance in the playoffs at Knox- lon-Oshkosh Branch, (26-7), 'IS TWII members of Valdosta iTorush of Carson Newm:J.n; fIrst 

}n their first mt'elin~ ~Iut~?rn . ville. Eastern COJlncctieut Stale (28-6) State College's baseball leam, haseman Robhy Howard of Col-
tllil1mf'd VSC, 10-8, III a \\ Ide-' The National NAJA lciurney at and Pembrnke (N C ) State Un i- I I R bl T 'pp I umbus, second base Tnpp; thIrd 
"pcn slu""I'ng nl·ltch The BI;p- .. . . . secom laseman 0 Iy n I R II f C I b ". . ~~ .' '" . : ,1'~lIen.lx WII! be ~ double- ell- versity (28-8) vs Grand Canyon . .. ' 1 Ibase Buteh e. n .'0. um us,. 
CIS bounced back ~o w~n the se~- mlllatlOn affair which is to College, Phoenix, (39-16). and (Jutfleldel Gene F:lts, ha\e shOl:ts~l)p Ed dIe :'v117.zlalko of 
IIn~ g~l~le ~-o behln.? :sam Bo~\- st~r~ Thursday and will take a In Saturday's opener itt Knox- been named to the NAJA All-

1

Chnst,an Brothers and outfIeld-
t'n s f1\ e-hlt, 17-stllkeout hIll mllllmum of six days to com- ·11 VSC t k' . -I t _ . Area 5 team. ers Felts, DWight Duhillt of 
performance to capture the area ). VI e 00 itn eal y WO 1 un C II f A 'k' - a d 

I ;p ete. . lead, but at the end of six frames The 10-man All-Area 5 squad S~ate, 0 ege 0. . I ansas n 
VSC has drawn Phillips Uni- Southern was ahead, 9-3. The was picked by coaches in the Jim C~om of MIIlIga

1
n.. d 

versity of Enid Okla. as its Blazers rallied late in the "arne area Earlier Felts, 'f1PP an 
first round foe ;t Phoenix. The but couldn't make up all the lost Th~ team follows: pitcher Pat A~·nett were among 
Blazers will carry a 41-12-1 mark 19round- Pitehers _ Butch Stinson the ~~a.z~rs pl~ked on the NATA 
in the national title event. Phil- The Alabama tlltl'Y touched of Duvid Lipscomb and Lamar All·Dlstllct 25 team . 

• 

• 

'~;' 
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Antelopes nip Pembroke 
. • By STEVE WESTON 

Grand Canyon College might have 
found someone last night who'I1 make 
'em forget AIl-American Bill Catalan
oUe. 

Who? Why, Randy Catalanotte, of 
course. 

Randy, a senior and coach Dave Bra
zell's starting rightfielder, pushed the 
Antelopes past Pembroke. N.C., State, 
3-2, in the first round of the rain-delayed 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA) baseball tournament 
last night with his booming hit in the 
bottom of the 12th inning. 

Triumph put Canyon (40-16) into to
night's 8 o'clock feature game against 
Eastern Connecticut State (29-6), which 
defeated Wsconsin - Oshkosh earlier yes
terday, 9-4. 

In .the other first - round gamc yester
day (one was played Wednesday), Phil
lips University of Enid, Okla., defeated 
Valdosta, Ga., State, 4-3. 

That puts United States International 
University of San Diego 132-8) against 
Phillips (30-16) at 5 o'clock in the other 
winner's bracket game. 

Loser's bracket games match Valdosta 
(41-13) and Malone, Ohio, CoIl e g e 
(21-11) at 11 a.m. and Wisconsin - Osh
kosh (26-7) against Pembroke (28-9) at 2 
p.m. 

All games are at Phoenix Municipal 
Stadium. 

Catalanotte ended the game when he 
propelled a pitch by Pembroke's Ron 
Norman far over the right - fielder's 

VALDOSTA STATE PHILLIPS U. 
ab r h bi ab r h bl 

f~r;;~Vb C 3 6 1 8 ~i""1.,e~rdPh'lf ~ 1 ~ g 
Felt, If 4 1 2 1 Young" \ 1 J 0 
Bewen cf 4 1 1 0 .<il1c,ld II·e 3 0 1 1 
R •• lsler rf J 0 0 0 Ren:"" Ih 4 1 ? 1 
.JaMS lb 4 0 2 l [feNld.'r rI 3 J 0 0 
Fle"~s S$ 4 0 /) 0 ::.11 ,0 J ) 0 1 
Arnell·" 4 n 1 n Lovd ( ? ~ 1 0 
Soruill Jb 3 0 0 0 He"",.,, d 3b .j 0 1 0 
W"it~ :b 1 0 0 0 MrSf' "'dden Dr 0 0 n 0 

Totals lS 3 9 J To'.', 32 4 _'_3 
VALOcisTA-STATE----j,-1i 0-:-1 1 0 010 - 3 
PHILLIPS U. 0 1 2 000 00 1 - 4 
-.. E --~S·um;~e~·-')~-Trjr;~.-·-~o~uiIC·-L-6~ ~ V","dcs"'d"- ~)Iat-:: 
8. Phillin~, S. 1S--·Phillioc.;. Lcvrj. SR--J('IH:'~, A,.n~lt. 
H.=tv... Younq. SF-Phillip~, Kinc.)id 5 RCfJr'ilcr. 
Crowder. HdYS. 

,.. " R FoR 1111 SO 
FraUn 7', 8 ) ) 2 ) 
W-"'hcr (W. '·2) 1", 1 0 0 0 1 
Ar,,'11 (L 8-J 8", 9 , 2 5 ~ 

IIRf' Lovrl Itw Arnett). WP--Wcrlh!>r. 
Tim_2:l0. A-·JI? 

hcad to thc felice at Muny. Doug Coon 
had walked and scored easily on-the hit, 
Catalanotte gctting credit for a triple. 

1t broke up a tremendous pitching 
duel between Norman - who went into 
the game 12-0 - and Canyon's Gary 

. Graham (14-5). 

Both went the entire distance, Graham 
giving up 11 hits and 'striking out six, 
Norman surrendering eight hits and fan
ning five. 

Canyon got a couple of unearned runs 
early - thanks to errors by Pembroke 
third baseman Al Barbour - and Gra
ham sailed along until the ninth. 

A pair of singles, an error. a ground 
out and a sacrifice fly quickly tied the 
game at that point. The teams then bat
tled fiercely the next three innings. 

Despite the fact the game went 12 
innings, it was played in a brisk 2:2:1. 
Graham tied a tournament record with 
two triples, Canyon tied a record with 
four triples in the game and GCe first 
baseman Leon Quackenbush tied still 
another mark with 16 chances. 

Brazell will pitch Kent Fulmer, a senior 
righthander with a 10-5 record, against 
Eastern Conn. State tonight. 

Only inches turned out to he the 
difference as John Linder scored on a 
single by Tracy Benton in the bottom 01 
the ninth inning. giving Phillips the 4-:1 
triumph over Valdosta State. 

Valdosta State, now 41-13. battled from 
behind all night. only to lose the game 
in heartbreaking fashion. 

Phillips' Hay III a k e r s started the 

(" "'nj""r~ 
Rrr,"1 ~ (W. 8 7l) 
~t((Ch 
PI(o"'r (W. 4·)) 
KiI· rnilh 

Wild Pitrh-Stf(\Ct'\ " 
Tlmt-2:J4, A-201. 

game-winning rally when Linder led off I 

with a single. He was sacrificed to sec
ond and, after one out, Benton singled 
sharply to left field. ( 

Gene Fells. the V,ldosta Blazers' 
All-American left fielder, madc a per
fect throw home on the play, and the 
tag at the plate was something for in
stant replay fans. 

Valdosta dropped to ~ loscrs' bracket 
game at 11 o'clock this morning against 
Malone (21-11). . . 

All games are at PhOenix Municipal 
Stadium. ' 

Darrell Wirther too~ the mound for 
Phillips - which led at one point by 3-0 
- in the eighth inning and went on to 
pick up his seventh viCtory of the sea
son. Darrel Frolin had, started for the 
Oklahomans and pitched well. Pat Ar
nett went the route for Valdosta. 

Tim Young had three hits for Phillips 
and Steve Jones was three-for-four with 
two RBIs for Valdosta. 

Just two of Phillips' runs were earned. 

Eastern Connecticut, a relative un
known in the tourname{lt, used a five
run explosion in the bottQm of the eighth 
inning to break a 4-4 deadlock and upset 
hard-hitting Wisconsin-Oshkosh. 

GRAND CANYON 
AB R H 81 

Coon" 4 1 0 0 
Catalanott. rl 6 1 J 1 
Fulrl)er cf 5 0 0 0 
~:~~?iSIa lb ~ ~ ~ f 
Quackenbush lb 5 0 1 0 
G. Graham 0 5 0 1 0 
Spriliq,'on c 5 0 0 0 
C. Gr aham 21> 4 0 0 0 
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Bowen Pitches One-Hitter; · 
Valdosta State \.Vins, 2-0 

PHOENIX, Ariz. - Sam minutes, the shortest game The victory was Bowen's 
Bowen, a junior righthander eve r in NAIA tournament third this season to go with 
from Brunswick, tied a Na~ competition. two losses. Losing pitcher 
tional Association of Intercol- Bowen got two runs in the Rick Zupanic dropped to 5-5 
legiate Athletics record when second inning when Jerome with the loss. 
he pitched a on~hitter to lead Register was safe on a Ma- Valdosta State, now 42-13, 
Valdosta State to a 2-0 victory lone error, Steve Jones sin- lost to Phillips University of. 
over Malone, Ohio, College in gled him to second and Bob Enid, Okla., 4-3, in the open
the national tournament White walked to load the ing round. The Blazers face 
Saturday. bases. Terry Fields then sin~ the loser of the Pembroke, 

Bowen's on~hitter also led gled to drive in Register and N.C.-Wisconsin Oshkosh game 
to another record: The game Jones, giving Bowen all the Sunday at 2 p.m . 

. was completed is one hour, 38 backup he needed. Valdosta State 020 000 ~1 ...... ===-====--------------------.... lIJaJone. 0 .. con. 000 OQO OCJO..-O-1-3 

HAND CANYON EASTERN CONN'ECTICUT 
AB R H BI A8 R H 81 

~
C"?n os 5 I I ORichmcnd 55 5 2 3 2 
alol..."olt" rf 3 0 0 OReEd rl 4 I 1 I 
ulmer o-cf 4 1 1 OScmers ct 2 1 I I 

BeBaltist. 3b 3 0 0 1 Lvnn If 5 0 1 0 
Hall II " 0 I OAsal don 5 0 I 0 
Quae'nbo.h III " 1 0 OH;ckEV 3b 4 0 1 0 
G. Gra'm ef.2b" 1 1 1 Brulon lb "1 1 0 
Sorln!)sltn C 3 1 2 I Haberen 2b 3 1 1 0 
Stidham ~r 0 0 0 OKeemon c 2 1 0 0 
C. Graham 211 2 0 2 0 
Cox p 0 0 0 0 
K .. rbow <h 1 0 1 0 
Duncan PI" 0 0 0 0 
Tot.!, 33 5 9 3Tolals 34 7 10 4 

WieRN CONN. 1 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 %-4 
GRAND CANYON 1 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0-5 
E De Battista, Hickev. Haberen, ((\on, ~orlna!: ... 
~';n.R~dG~:nd -c.in'!"s~~r1. C~Bn __ 2. RT3,':n;;;d.E~~e':!!. 
C","", G. Graham. Fulmer. 5B _ Q".ck<nbmh, C. 
Grnha·m, Reed 2. Richmond. S - Reed. SE -
Somers. 

Thomas (W, 9.1) ~ ~ ~ E3R B,,8 S~ 
Canlera 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Fulm .. r 6+ (0 5 4 5 6 

R'B~ (~ l=~Jm .. r (by Thom.~). B~lk ~ FJI~. wJ 
Fulmer. PB - Kepm',. 
T - 2:37. A - 1.107. 

U.S. INTERNATIONAL 

V .. tter cf 

eraser 2b 
eves 3b 

. I!'ssev doh 
A""lp",al"If 
N~.ell. rf 
V""en os 
rtra::~ll, 

Total. 

ab r h bl 
5 () I 1 
5 0 0 0 
4 000 
3 2 1 1 
5 1 I 1 
4 0 1 1 
2 1 0 0 
3 II 1 II 
~ 000 

33 4 5 • 

PHILLIPS U. 
ab r 
3 0 
4 0 
4 0 
4 0 
4 1 
3 /I 
4 1 
3 0 
3 0 

32 2 

Und.r doh 
Havs cf 
Youn~ ~$ 
Kincaid It 
Bonton lb 
f".,("wrler rt 
C.1I 'b 
Loyd c 
H"'~I",,.tf Jb 

Totals 

h bl o () 
o 0 
1 0 
o 0 
1 0 
1 /I 
1 0 
1 1 
1 1 
J 2 

BOWell and Sumner; Zupaalc IIIId 
Koczan. WP-Bowell (3-2); LP -
ZUpauio <.5-5). 

U.S. INTERNATIONAL 00 1 200 
PHILLIPS U. 0 20 0 0 0 

01' - 4 
000 - 2 

E-Fraser 2. Vogen, Cal 2. DP-USIU 2. LOB
USIU 10. Phlllios 5. 2B-Nasela. Crowder. 3B-Apole
gate. HB-Vessev. SB-Fraser. $-Grover, Crowder. 
Koske (W, 1()'4) ': r r E2R ~. S~ 
f:,~r~s( L,6.3) ~~ J ~ r i 1 
w1J~[OYd 2. T-2:21. A-3:' 0 0 0, 0 1 

MALONE COLLEGE VALDOSTA STATE 
allr/lbl .br"~ 

~f:~~e~, If ~ 8 8 g ~~~~Yb C ~ 8 ~ 0 
DeCloile 5S 3 0 0 0 Fells cf 442 ,0 I g 
Paxson 3b " 0 0 0 Bowen 0 
Miller rf J 0 0 ~ Re9i't~r rf a 
MeCov I b 3 0 0 0 Jones 1 b 4 1 2 0 
Dcloresco 2b 3 0 I 0 White Jb 3 0 0 0 
Weber doh 2 0 0 0 Fielrls ss • 0 I 2 

K'tJ~sc 21 8 Y 8 G~g(a'1~f ~ ~ 2 ~ 
~:t~lh g ~ g : g : : u - ! 

E-DeCapite, Paxson. Ooloreseo, White. DP-V~I. 
dost. Slate I. LOB-Malone 4, Valdosta State 10. 
2B-Sumner. 58-Weber. Fells. 

IP H R ER 811 SO 
Zooanle (L, 5-5) 8 6 2 I 3 1 
Bowen, IW, 3-2) 9 1.. 0 0 ~ , 

T-I :38. A-I07. 

WISCONSIN'()SHKOSH PEMBROKE STATE 
AB R H BI AB R H BI 

Hinske If 5 0 0 0 Dun lao Cf 2 1 0 /I 
Held rf " 0 1 0 Suoas 2b 3 0 0 0 
Ganlner $I A 0 1 0 Rud.cille rf "0 1 1 
KGuoal e " 0 0 0 Pvrtle Ib 4 0 2 0 
Miller cf A 2 3 0 Johnson e • 0 0 0 
Wvnoaard doh 2 0 0 0 B.-bour 3" "0 2 0 
V'ndnAvond 2b 4 1 2 2 Callahan S5 3 0 0 0 
Harlwio I b 4 0 1 0 Pre.ton II " 0 0 0 
Helmstead 311 4 0 1 1 Welborn doh J 0 0 0 

Cxoodine doh 1 0 II 0 
Totals 35 Totals 32 1 S 1 
WISCONSIN·OSHKOSH 010 200 O~ 
PEMBROKE STATE 001 000 000-1 

E-Pvrtlp., Callahan. DP-Pembroke St~te 1. 
Wlsccnsin·Oshkosh 2. LOB - Pembroke SIaie •• 
Wlscensln -o<hkosh 7. 2B-Barbour 2, Vand.n 
Avond. SB-Dunlao 3. Gantner, Miller, Hartwig. 
S-Wvn9aard. 

,P H R ER 88 SO 
Fenn 4+ 3 1 1 " " 
KlIsmlth (W, 5·1) 5 2 0 0 0 i 
Rucld II., 7·2) , 9 3 3 1 

WP-Rudd. PB-K-.I. T-2:13. A·ll1. ~ 
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Antelopes crumble 
to Valdosta, 10-8 

By STEVE WESTON 
Valdosta, Ga .. State College's Blazers 

bombed error-plagued .Grand Canyon 
College out of the 17th annual National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
championship baseball tournament yes
terday. 

The Georgians (43-13) unleashed a 14-
hit attack and made the most of a half
dozen errors by coach Dave Brazell's 
Antelopes (4()-18) to continue advancing 
through the loser's bracket. 

The victory put Valdosta State into a 5 
p.m .. game tomorrow, but the Blazers' 
opponent won't be known until the com
pletion of last night's loser's bracket 
game matching Wisconsin-Oshkosh (27-
8) and Phillips University (30-17) of 

The Antelopes took an early three-run 
lead over the Blazers, but, just like Sa
turday night, Brazell could find no pitch
ing to protect the lead and his defense 
crumbled. 

Valdosta got into the lead, 4-3, with a 
four-run second inning, an error and a 
key double by Frank Sumner. Canyon 
then committed three errors in the 
fourth as the Blazers pushed across two 
more runs. 

The Georgians nailed it down in the 
eighth on a Single by Bobby Tripp, a 
triple by Gene Felts and an inside-the
park home run by Sam Bowen. 

Canyon went into the bottom of the 
ninth trailing by 10-5. The Antelopes 
scratched up three runs before reliever 
Pat Arnett came to get Dennis Coon on 
a popup and Randy Catalanotte on a 
strikeout to end the game-and Grand 
Canyon's season. 

Arnett picked up a save which gave 
Enid, Okla., and thz meeting between the victory to Valdosta's second pitcher 
the only two teams stilI unbeaten in the of the game Marty Lefiles, now 8-0_ 
tourney, United States International Uni- Leon Schielke started for Canyon and 
versity (33-8) of San Diego and Eastern took the loss, his second in seven deci-
Connecticut State College (30-6). sions. 

-_ ... =-: ..... _--

The 10-8 loss to Valdosta State by Can- Canyon had started the toumament-
yon was as nightmarish for the 'Lopes its third appearance under Brazell-with 
as Saturday's 7-5 loss to Eastern Con- a 12-inning, 3-2 victory over Pembroke, 
necticut. In both games, Canyon led N.C., State Friday. 
early only to be undone by its own er- Valdosta State, figured to be one of the 

~ro:..:r..:;.s:... - _____________ favorites, began Friday with a 4-3 loss to 
Phillips, but came back Saturday to 
down Malone, Ohio, College, 2-0, on a 
ne-hitter by Bowen. 

GRAND CANYON VALDOSTA STATE 
ab r. h bi ab r h bI 

Coon S5 6 1 2 0 Summer c: 5 2 2 1 
Calal.notte rf 6 0 2 Olripp 2h 5 3 J 2 
Fulmercf 4 1 J 2 FelTS 11 5 1 3 2 
DeBattisla :ib 5 2 2 0 Bowen cf 2 1 I 3 
Hail I! 4 2 1 o Re<;Iisler r' "0 Q. 0 
Quack"bush lb " 1 1 1 Jcne, lb SOl 0 
G. Graham dph " a 0 aWhile 3b 5 a 0 0 
Richards c: J I I I Firlds 5S 5 1 2 0 

C'TGJ:~am 2b 41 B 1~ ~A't'g:!I~Ph'p 4~ I~ Ii ~ 
VALDoSTASTATE---O 4"-o-iol-ojo::iO 
GRAND CANYON 3 0 0 1 0 I 00 3 - 8 
E=Sum;;e;::-wt~i~el, Chadwick. OeBaltlsta, 
Hail 2. Richards 2. Behrle. LOS-Valdosta Slale 10. 
Grand Canyon 12. iB-Sumner. Calalanottc. DeBal
lisla. 3B-Felts, Fulmer. HB-Bowen. 58-Fe/Is. 
SF-Bowen. IP H R ER BB SO 
Hassell ~ 2 3 1 2 1 
~g~~ickw, 8-0) ~,,:, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Arnell 1 0 0 0 0 I 
Schielke (t. 5-21 I',,, " 3 2 0 
Behrle J7f.1 6 J I 0 0 

St~;(~E'-Arnelt. HRP-BOW.~, (~y S~h1e/~el. IHP2 
B"rhle. PS-Rlchards. T-2::I8. A-I,I04. 



Blaz 
~y JULIAN MILLER 

PHOENIX, Ariz. - A last
inning rally by Eastern Con
necticut State's Wan;ors sent 
Valdosta State College's Bla
zers to the sidelines of the 
NAIA National Baseball Tour-

. nament after a 3-2 defeat here 
Monday. 

A desperation l'<llly by the 
Warriors in the bottom of the 
ninth. composcd of three con
secutivf' silJ;!les spelled defeat 
for VSC in the first game of the 
semi-finals and sent the Blazers 
home with the fourth-place tro
phy. 

In the other semi-final game 
here Monday. United Stales In
ternational University dumped 
Oshkosh 8-5, leaving VSIU and 
ECS to battle it out for first 

. place today. Since USIU is un
defeated in tourney play, anoth-

Fall For Fourth Place 
er game will be needed to de
cide the national champion Wed
nesday should ECS win today_ 

VSC and ECS battled tooth 
and nail until the bottom of the 
last frame when first baseman 
John Bruton, second-bagger Al 
Haberen, and catcher M i c k i 
Redmon teamed up for back-to
D;jck singles to break a 2-2 tie. 

The Warriors from \Vil!iman
tie. seored first in t.he bottom of 
the ~('cnnd and watched VSC lie 
it at I-ill! in the top of the fifth_ 

Moving ahrad <lgain in the 
bottom of the sixth, only to be 
tied for the second time, at 2-
all another Blazer raily in the 
top of the seventh, ECS finally 
moved ahead for good in the 
ninth. 

The two teams battled a 97 de
gree heat in the late afternoon 
sun for a one-hour. and 45 min
ute game. 

The victory g a v e big right-

handel' John Caneria a 10-3 rec
ord after he fanned a dozen bat
ters and walked one while giv
ing up six hits and two runs. He 
had just been announced ai! a 
second team NAIA All-America 
winner. His victory boosted the 
Warriors to a 31-& record. 

Pat Arnett, taking his second 
loss of the tournament, both of 
which Thomas said he shouldn't 
have lost, dropped to an 8-4 rec
ord for the year. 

He struck out nine bfltieJ's, 
walked one and gave up It hit!; 
while batting in both runs for his 
learn. 

Designaled hitter for the war
riors, Bill Azal, showed why with 
three hits and one run and an 
RBI in four times at bat. A
mong his laurels were a triple 
after which he scored the first 
run. 

The triple came in the bottom 
of the second when he pounded 

one over the head of center 
fielder~am Bowen. After an 
out Bruton singled him in'. 

VSC tied it when first base
man Steve Jones walked 
and scored on Arnett's single, 
which bobbled out of the ECS 
center fielder'S hands in the top 
of the fifth but neither team was 
through. 

In the next frame, Warrior 
crnterficlder Tom Somcl'~ dou
hied and Azal returned to the 
plate for another hit. which 
Bowen bobbled, allowing Som
ers to score. 

Tying the game onee again in 
the top of t.he seventh, VSC's 
Jerome Regist.er singled, went 
to third on Jones' double and 
scored on Arnette's fielder's 
choice bunt. 

The ninth frame, however, 
spelled defeat for VSC when 
after two outs, Keemon finally 
singled in Bruton. 

BLAZER BOXSCORl': 
\'aldo\ta 
Sumner C 
Tripp, 2B 
Fd'8 U' 
Rowen CF 
Re:i.!'ter RlF 
J~n",. 111 
]'ield" SS 
.t\rn'Hte P 
While 3B 
TOtALS 
Ea~tern Ct')f1n. 
Ricl>mrn !':S 
ReP<! F 
!'<'.mr.r< CF 
L~·"" LF 
.\7,>1 rHl 
La\f'f':chita 3ft 
llrutnn. 11\ 
'''bdrern 28 
K~.mon C 
Cal1rira P 
T~lALS 

ah 
4 __ ... _______ 4 

4 
_____ • ___ ... 4 

4 
3 

r II rbl 
o 0 0 
o 0 • 
o I 0 
o 0 0 
I 1 0 
1 2 0 

j 0 0 0 
3 () I 2 
3 0 I 0 
J2 2 , J 
all r h rbi 
4 0 0 0 

o 0 0 
1 , 0 
o 0 0 
I J 1 

• 0 I) 0 
4 1 2 I 
3 0 2 I) 
4 0 2 I 
o 0 0 0 
3S Lll J 

\·SC _._. 000 010 10 0-1· 6·~ 
E,OS 010 COl O~ 1-3-11·2 
E - };o\\tn .• Jon~s .. \rl'elte, \\'hite. Ca .. 
nif'ra, Hahercrn. 
DP - Field. to Tripp to Jon • .s. Rich 
mon to Haberern to Brutor. 
LOB - VSC 6.ECS 7 

B - Jones Somers 
31\ - A-al 
SB - ~·elts. Somer, •. H.beren 2. 
SAC - Fields. Arnette. 

ip h r ~r nil Ie 
Amelle (L ..... ) ~ 11 3 3 1 t 
CaD.ira 1\\'·10·3) __ ~ , 2 2 1 12 
PB SwnDer 

~~. 
;', '':'~~.., 
.~~Q,l 

~' -~~:I 

:~ 
···11· 

r~ 
;~, 

.~~.~! .. :' , 
".";~y 
,,".,. 

7:t J 
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1974 RESLfv[ 
VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS 

It is assumed that after a great year (1 ike the 1973 Blazer season) always 
leads to a great recruiting advantage for the next campaign. This is not neces
siarly so, as Coach Tommy Thomas found after the Phoenix trip. He spent the 
greater part of the recruiting season attempting to advance through tournaments, 
and it was the middle of June before he hit the road; and found some top talent 
already gone. 

But Thomas had college baseball's best outfield returning with Gene Felts 
in left, Sam Bowen in center, and Jerome Register in right. Valdostan Darrell 
Branam (.326) would be behind the plate, while red-shirts Jeff Greenhalgh (.231, 
first), and Pete Reeves (.271, short) would man infield positions. He recruited 
Dan Alford (.189) for second, and Steve Sumner (.286; Frank's cousin, who would 
share play with returnee Marty Bishop, .271)for third, and that left the big 
position (pitching) to be tackled. 

VSC had lost the heart of its 1973 staff, with the departures of Arnett, and 
Daney, but returned Marty LeFiles (2-2,4.50 ERA), Dan Chadwick (3-3, 3.12 ERA), 
and Rick Bowers (6-0, 0.90 ERA), although much more depth was needed. This was 
solved, after decision delays, and long recruiting battles, when JC transfers 
Dan Darden, and Foster Foran, and high schoolers Bill Petty, and Steve McDiffitt 

'decided to join the Blazer fold. 

Valdosta State began their quest for another NAIA World Series, and the 
initial South Atlantic Conference championship, with a twin-bill sweep of Shorter, 
behind Darden (7-2,2.20 ERA), and Petty (11-2, 2.02 ERA). But it was not easy, 
early going, as the Blazers stood 6-5 at one point, before ending with a 35-10, 
regular season mark. Recruits shined early, as Foran (.405) assumed the DH duties, 
and had 18 RBI's in 11 games, before being sidelined with a broken wrist, and later 
for the entire season, with a broken ankle. Petty had the best ever year for a 
frosh pitcher, and Darden (.368) took over the DH job with much success. McDiffitt 
(5-1,3.52 ERA) was rained-out of his first two starts, but later defeated Lewis 
(NAIA National champs), Georgia Southern (33-2, and ranked 4th. in the nation), and 
Florida State, to earn his nickname of liThe Giant Killer." 

Darden gave up his pitching career once he became the designated hitter, and 
at one point in the season went 25x38. He was also prone to slumps, however, and 
as he hit it, it seemed the rest of the team followed. Register (.347) had another 
super year, while Felts (.290) had an off-year, for him. The two-time All-American, 
senior had 34 RBI's, and 10 doubles, and played great defense. Bowen (.344) became 
VSC's second, first-team, All-American, as the Brunswick, centerfielder displayed 
great play all season. His impression helped further the reputation of Blazer base
ball, nation wide. At the season's end, all three outfielders were drafted, and 
signed by professional teams. Of all the nation's colleges, no other school could 
boast th i s fact. 

The South Atlantic Conference proved no obstacle, as VSC ran up a 16-2 league 
mark, far ahead of second-place Columbus (12-8). The Blazers 35-10, regular season 
log was a record. All set to enter the NAIA District tourney, Coach Thomas opted 
for the NCAA Regional in Lakeland, Fla., where three of the nation's six top-ranked 
(small college) teams lay in wait. 

VSC simply destroyed the opposition in Lakeland, smothering Rollins (13-6), 
and bombing Eckerd twice (11-4 and 15-3; sandwiched between an 8-5 loss). Bowen 
got the MVP trophy, and also was given the nod for both centerfielder and pitcher 



.. 

on the All-Regional tourney team. Both leFiles and Petty pitched well, while 
Darden and Greenhalgh, especially, murdered the ball. 

In their first trip to Springfield, III., and the Division II World Series, 
the Blazers were ousted in two straight games. New Orleans blasted a host of 
VSC pitchers 13-9 (Bowen had 3-hits), and New Haven won a 1-0 squeaker, although 
Petty pitched a great game. The final log of 38-13 sol idified Valdosta State as 
a legitimate small college power, especially with their NCAA success . 

...•. 

Reeves 



AB 
Foster Foran, dh 42 
Dan Darden, dh 106 
Jerome Register, rf 150 
Sam Bowen, cf 160 
Darrell Branam, c 132 
Gene Fe 1 ts, 1 f 183 
Steve Sumner, 3b 98 
Pete Reeves, ss 96 
Marty Bishop, 3b 85 
Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b 117 
Dan Alford, 2b 127 
Bill Parsons, ss 46 
Jerry Dennis, 1b 44 

TOTALS 1491 

(Lark Hahn, of 7-3, .429; 
32-9, .281 ; Ralph Starl ing, 
Bill Petty, p 29-3, . 103) 

G 
Rick Bowers 9 
Bill Petty 14 
Dan Darden 13 
Dan Chadwi ck 10 
Steve McDiffitt 9 
Marty LeFi I es 16 

TOTALS 51 

VAl m<;TA STA1E 
1'974--Baseba 11 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 38 - lost 13 

R H BI 
12 17 18 
25 39 8 
32 52 29 
52 55 37 
28 43 3~ 
39 53 30 
16 28 15 
17 26 4 
9 23 15 

20 27 26 
19 24 18 
12 8 4 
3 7 3 

304 427 250 

Jim Roquemore, c 

AVG. 2B 3B HR 
.405 3 0 2 
.368 4 0 0 
.347 8 3 1 
.344 11 6 7 
.326 7 0 3 
.290 10 4 0 
.286 3 1 0 
.271 3 0 0 
.271 5 1 0 
.231 2 1 3 
.189 3 2 1 
.174 1 0 0 
.159 1 0 0 

.286 63 18 17 

7-3, .429; Vince Musashe, 
of 24-6, .250; Marty LeFiles, p 6-1, .167; 

IP H R ER BB SO W-L 
50 36 11 5 27 25 6-0 
80.1 64 24 18 24 30 11-2 
69.2 48 32 17 42 56 7-2 
57.2 53 25 20 28 21 3-3 
46 42 21 18 18 19 5-1 
44 43 27 22 18 17 2-2 

397 344 174 123 191 207 38-13 

SB 
1 
7 

10 
20 
2 

14 
3 
3 
2 
2 

12 
3 
1 

86 

2b 

E.R.A. 
0.90 
2.02 
2.19 
3.12 
3.52 
4.50 

2~79 

(Jim Roquemore 0-0, 0.00; Foster Foran 2-2, 3.95; Sam Bowen 2-1, 4. 15; 
Tony Ferrera 0-0, 4.50; Bill Parsons 0-0, 9.00) 

,~,::-___ :r.,rwI1I "';.:- :tlft;t _I,u" ... 



VALDOSTA STATE 
1974 Baseba r I 

FINAL SCORES 
won 38 - lost 13 

VSC 9, Shorter . .. '" '" ............ 4 vsc 4, Augusta .............................. 0 vsc 7, Shorter .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 vsc 8, Armstrong State .............. 0 
(L) vsc 4, Vanderbilt .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 VSC 12, Armstrong State .............. 4 
(L) vsc 5, Vanderbilt .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 vsc 15, Florida State .................. 1 

VSC 4, Morris Harvey .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 vsc 18, Southern Tech .................. 3 vsc 10, Morris Harvey .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0 vsc 6, Southern Tech .................. 5 
( L) vsc 2, Morris Harvey .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 (L) vsc 3, Columbus ............................ 7 

VSC 3, Bowl ing Green State . . . 2 VSC 5, Columbus ............................ 4 
( L) vsc 1 , Georgia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 vsc 10, Georgia Southwestern .. 7' 

VSC 7, Ashland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 VSC 4, West Georgia .................... 3, 
(L) VSC 0, Ohio .. .. .. .. .. .. .. '" .................... 7 vsc 2, West Georgia .................... 1 p 

vsc 5, Ohio .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 vsc 2, AI bany State .................... 1 
VSC 1 , Mercer-Atlanta .............. .. 0 vsc 4, AI bany State .................... 3 vsc 7, Mercer-Atlanta ................ 1 (L) vsc 1 , Mercer .. .............................. 2 
VSC 8, Georgia Southwestern . . 1 VSC 6, Augusta .............................. 0 

(L) vsc 3, Florida State .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 vsc 1 , Augusta .............................. 0 vsc 4, Erskine .............................. 1 
VSC 3, Mercer ................................ 0 NCAA SOUTH ATLANTI C REGIONAL 
VSC 5, Southern Tech .................. 3 Lake I and, Fla. 
VSC 8, Southern Tech .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0 vsc 13, Ro I I ins .............................. 6 vsc 6, Armstrong State .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 VSC 11 , Eckerd ................................ 4 

(L) VSC 5, Armstrong State .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 (L) vsc 5, Eckerd ................................ 8 
VSC 6, Lewis .................................. 5 vsc 15, Eckerd .. ...................... 3 (L) VSC 6, Lewis ................. 7 
VSC 11 , Columbus .............. 6 NCAA DIVISION " WORLD SERIES 
VSC 6, Columbus .............. 3 Springfield, III. 
VSC 6, Georgia Southern ...... 3 (L) VSC 9, New Orleans . .......... 13 
VSC 5, Georgia Southern . . . . . . 4 (L) VSC 0, New Haven ............. 1 
VSC 3, Augusta ............... 0 

Thomas and Bowen 



March 9 
123 456 7 R H E 

Shorter •••••••••••• 103 000 0 - 4 8 3 
Valdosta state ••••• 000 342 x - 9 10 0 

Wright, Dean (5) & McGinnis; Darden & 
Branam. (Felto 2x4; Bowen 3x4, 2b-2b-2b; 
Branam 2b, 2 rbi's) 'YlP- Ihrden (1-0), 
LP- wright (0-1) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Shorter ••••••• ~ •••• 000 130 0 - 4 4 2 
Valdosta state ••••• 010 420 x - 7 6 2 

Robbins, Johnston (4) & Summers, McGinnis (5); 
Petty & Branam. (Felts 2x3; Branam 2 rbi's) 
WP- Petty (1-0), LP- Robbins (0-1) 

March 10 
123 456 7 R H E 

Vanderbilt ••••••••• 202 000 4 - 8 10 1 
Valdosta State ••••• 000 202 0 - 4 7 5 

Coyne, Palmore (7) & Tlnsley; Foran, LeFiles 
(3), L. Felts (7) & Branam, Foran (3). (Felts 
2x3; Register 3b, 3 rbi's) WP- Coyne (2-D), 
LP- LeFiles (0-1) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Vanderbilt ••••••••• 020 013 2 - 8 11 1 
Valdosta State ••••• 000 005 0 - 5 9 3 

1i1lson, Rhodes (6), Palmore (7) & Garcia; 
Bowen, MCDiffitt (6), Ferrera (7) & Foran. 
(Alford 2 rbi's; Foran 3x3, HR, 2 rbi's; 
Dennis 2x4, Starling 2x4) WP- WIlson (1-1), 
LP- Bowen (0-1) 

March 11 
123 456 789 1011 R H E 

Morris Harvey •••••• 000 020 100 0 0 - 3 8 4 
Valdosta State ••••• 000 001 200 0 1 - 4 8 3 

Glover, Farrell (8) & Cappuccio; Chadwick & Foran. 
(Foran 2x5, 2b, 2 rbi's; Register 3x5) rl:P- Chadwick 
(1-0), LP- Farrell (0-1) 

March 12 
123 456 789 R H E 

Morris Harvey •••••• 000 000 000 - 0 7 5 
Valdosta State ••••• 000 261 01x -10 15 1 

Francis & Cappuccio; Bowers & Branam, Roquemore 
(8). (Foran jxj, 2b, HR, 5 rbi's; R.eeves 2x3; 
Felts 2x5; Dennis 2x5) WP- Bowers (1-0), LP
Francis (0-2) 

" 



March 13 
123 456 789 R H E 

Morris Harvey •••••••• 000 005 002 - 7 8 1 
Valdosta state ••••••• 200 000 000 - 2 9 5 

Farrell & Cappuccio; Darden & Foran, Roquemore (7). 
(Felts 2x4, 3b; Register 2x4; Petty 2x4) WP- Farrell 
(1-1 ), LP- IXlrden (1..&1) 

March 20 
123 456 7 . R H E 

Bowling Green state •• 010 100 0 - 2 6 1 
Valdosta state ••••••• 200 100 x - 3 6 0 

Hale, Frilling (5) & OWen; Petty, LeFiles (6) 
& Branam. WP- petty (2-0), LP- Hale (0-1) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Georgia •••••••••••••• 000 210 0 - 3 4 0 
Valdosta state ••••••• 000 100 0 - 1 2 3 

Ivie, Tripp (6) & O'Conner; Darden & Branam. 
WP- Ivie (1-0), LP- Darden (1-2) 

March 21 - @ I·Ie rc er-A tlan ta ( 2), rain 

March 22 
123 456 789 R H E 

Ashland •••••••••••••• 000 110 000 - 2 6 1 
Valdosta state ••••••• 000 030 40x - 7 11 1 

May, Woolford (7), Pedichord (8) & Rupert; 
Bowers & Branam. (Sumner 2x5, 2b; Felts 2x4, 2b; 
Bowen 2b, 2 rbi's; Greenhalgh 2x5) WP- Bowers 
(2-0), LP- l/.ay (1-1) 

March 23 
123 456 7 R H E 

Ohio ••••••••••••••••• 000 304 0 - 7 11 1 
Valdosta state ••••••• 000 000 0 - 0 5 1 

Tobik & Robertson; Chadwick, Ferrera (6), 
Roquemore (7) & Branam. (Felts 2x4, 2b) 
WP- Toblk (2-0), LP- Chadwick (1-1) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Ohio ••••••••••••••••• 011 000 1 - 3 8 2 
Valdosta State ••••••• 040 100 x - 5 3 1 

Corron, Williams (4) & Nichelson, Robertson (6); 
Foran & Branam. (Bishop 2b, 2 rbi's) WP- Foran 
(1-0), LP- Corron (0-1) 

March 24 
123 456 7 R H E 

Mercer-Atlanta ••••••• 000 000 0 - 0 0 1 
Valdosta state ••••••• 001 000 x - 1 2 0 

Hurst & Reed; Darden & Branam. (Register 
2x2, HR) WP- Darden (2-2), LP- Hurst (2-2) 



• 

123 456 7 R H E 
Mercer-Atlanta ••••••• 000 000 1 - 1 7 2 
Valdosta state ••••••• 005 020 x - 7 8 2 

Caldwell. Hunter (5) & Rced; Petty & Branam, 
Roq uemore (7 ) • (Bowen 3x3) WP- Pe tty (3-0), 
LP- Caldwell (2-2) 

March 25 - NacMurray (2). rain 

Harch 27 
123 456 789 R H E 

Ga. Southwestern ••••• 100 000 000 - 1 4 3 
Valdosta State ••••••• 301 030 01x - 8 8 3 

Sprewell, Cartilage (5) & strong; Bowers, 
McDiffitt (9) & Branam. (Felts 2x5; Bowen 2 rbi's) 
WP- Bowers (2-0), LP- Sprewell (2-3) 

March 30 
123 456 789 R H E 

Florida State •••••••• 120 030 000 - 6 11 3 
Valdosta State ••••••• 010 001 010 - 3 11 5 

Farmer, Rothschild (6), Kelly (8) & Tandlich, 
Drews (9); Foran, LeFiles (5) & Branam. (Darden 
2x6; Felts 3x5, 2b; Branam 2x5; Reeves 2x4) 
WP- Farmer (3-1), LP- Foran (1-1) 

April 1 
123 456 789 R H E 

Erskine •••••••••••••• 000 100 000 - 1 2 2 
Valdosta state ••••••• 010 102 OOx - 4 7 3 

Hirst & Pendley, Line (8); Darden & Branam. 
(Reeves 2x3; Bowen 2x3, 2b; Foran 3 rbi's) 
WP- Darden (3-2), LP- Hirst (1-1) 

April 2 - Erskine, rain 

123 456 789 R H E 
Mercer ••••••••••••••• 000 000 000 - 0 1 2 
Valdosta state ••••••• 001 001 01x - 3 8 0 

Hart, YoPP (7) & Dennis; Chadwick & Branam. 
(Bowen 2x3; Register 2x3, 2b, 2 rbi's) WP
Chadwick (2-1), LP- Hart (2-2) 

April 6 
123 456 7 R H E 

southern Tech •••••••• boO 120 a - 3 6 3 
Valdosta state ••••••• 040 010 x - 5 9 3 

Braun & Newman; Foran, LeFiles (6) & Branam. 
(Register 3x3; Sumner 2x3) WP- Foran (2-1), 
LP- Braun (0-2) 

• 

• 

, 



• 
123 456 7 R H E 

southern Tech •••••••• 000 000 0 - 0 2 1 
Valdosta state ••••••• 020 132 x - 8 10 1 

Prince, Bellf:;on (6), };crsfelder (6) & NeHmo.n; 
Petty & Branam, Roquemore (7). (Bowen 2x4, 2b, 
2 rbi's; ReGister 3x3; Branam 2x3, 2b; Alford 
3 rbi's) WP- Petty {4-0), LP- Prince (0-3) 

April 9 @ Savannah, Ga. 
123 456 7 R H E 

Valdosta State ••••••• 040 020 a - 6 5 3 
Armstrong State •••••• 000 001 a - 1 6 2 

Darden, LeFiles (6) & Branam; Maner & Barnhill. 
(Branam HR, 3 rbi's; Alford HR) WP- Darden (4-2), 
LP- ~1aner (3-2) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Valdosta Stnte ••••••• 000 030 2 - 5 4 2 
Armstrong State •••••• 000 330 x - 6 8 1 

Bowers, LeF1les (4), Chadwick (5) & Branam; 
Moore, Zettler (5), BucGardner (7) & Graham. 
(Sumn.er 2 rbi f s; Foran 2x4, 2 rbi's) ylP- Zettler 
(2-0), LP- LeFiles (0-2) 

April 10 
123 456 789 R H E 

6 
2 

Lewis •••••••••••••••• 000 100 310 - 5 11 
Valdosta state ••••••• 000 300 03x - 6 11 

Fick, Quigley (8) & Baranak; :r.~CDiffittt 
(9) & Branam. (Register 2x4; Branam 3x4, 
Sumner 3 rbi's) t~- McDiffitt (1-0), LP-

LeFiles 
2b; 
Fick (2-1) 

123 456 789 R H E 
Lewis •••••••••••••••• 003 003 001 - 7 7 0 
Valdosta State ••••••• 411 000 000 - 6 11 5 

Brennan & Baranak; Foran, Bow"ers (9) & Branam. 
(Darden 2x4; Register 2 rbi's; Branam 2x5, HR; 
Bishop 2x4; Reeves 2x3) i'IP- Brennan (4-0), LP
Foran (2-2) 

• April 13 & 14 - @ west Georgia (2), wet grounds? 

April 16 
123 456 7 R HE 

Columbus ••••••••••••• 002 400 0 - 6 8 1 
Valdosta State ••••••• 404 003 x -11 11 1 

1"right & Chester; Darden, LeFiIes (5) & Branam. 
(Felts 3x4, 2b-2b, 4 rbi's; Register 2 rbi's; 
Branam 2 rbi's; Bishop 2x3) WP- Darden (5-2), 
LP- 'ilright (2-7) 



123 456 7 R H H 
Columbuc ••••••••••••• JOO 000 0 - 3 4 1 
Valdo:::;ta. state ••••••• 023 100 x - 6 9 1 

1·~ilr:::;cho.nd, 'dltt (3), 1::~11or.v (6) & Chc::;ter; 
. Petty & Brr!.nntn. (l<'clts 2x), 2b; Hcgi:.>tcr 2x3; 
2b, 3b) i'lP- Petty (5-0), LP- l:3.rsch:.ll1d (5-4) 

April 18 
123 456 7 R H E 

Georgia Southern ••••• 000 300 0 - 3 8 2 
Valdosta 3tate ••••••• 300 003 x - 6 5 2 

Beck & S31ter; McDiffitt & Branam. (Darden 
2x3; Register 2 rbi's; Alford 2 rbi's) YTP
McDlffitt (2-0), LP- Beck (3-2) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Georgia Southern ••••• 020 020 0 - 4 8 1 
Valdosta state ••••••• 032 000 x - 5 7 0 

Kruppa &: Sn.lter; LeFiles, Petty (5) & Branam. 
(Greenhalgh HH, 3 rbi's) l-lP- Pe tty (6-0), LP
Kruppa (3-1) 

April 20 
123 456 7 R H E 

Augusta • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 000 000 0 - 0 4 0 
Valdosta State ••••••• 002 100 x - 3 4 2 

Brown & Tillman; BOlvers & Branam. wp- Bowers 
(4-0) , LP- Broti!l (1-3 ) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Augusta • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 000 000 0 - 0 3 3 
Valdosta <:<+'0·' " 010 030 x - lj. Lt 2 LJ '.J'-.'Ir '," .. , • • • • • • • 

.• .' • . (~ '.~ . . 1 
" .......... ' .. ~ , .~. l.' _I. \,. .... ~ • ~, ."." ..... ~ II 

~'lP- C~2.~l.{Jt··;·i~.:_:~ (j-1), J~~ , ... }~81cllGr' (2-:;) 

April 23 
123 456 7 R H E 

Armstrong state •••••• 000 000 0 - 0 5 2 
Valdosta state ••••••• 200 105 x - 8 12 1 

Bum~ardner & Barnhill; Petty & Bran~n. 
(Darden 3x4; Branam 2x4, 2 rbi's; SHImer 2x2, 
2b-2b; Greenhalch 2 rbi's) HP- Petty (7-0), 
LP- Bumgardner (6-2) 

123 456 7 R H E 
Armstrong state •••••• 200 011 0 - 4 6 2 
Valdosta state ••••••• 471 000 x -12 12 3 

Naner, Holland (1), Zettler (?) & Graham; 
Lardrm, Petty un, r.Jc~"llc:.> en c.; ljr:ln";.::J, 
HOl~U\~".0rc (0). (.l::():;,:-i j.~j, ~;H, 3 :cJl 1::;; ':','0It3 
2x4, 2b-2b; n~~istcr 2b, 2 rbi's; Bishop 2x3, 2b, 
2 rbi's; Greenhalch 2 rbi's) MP- Petty (8-0), 
LP- l-1aner (4-3) 



April 24 @ Tallahassee, Fla. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta state ••••••• 333 020 103 -15 14 3 
Florida state •••••••• 000 100 000 - 1 4 6 

11cDiffi tt & Branam; Herring, Rothchils (2), 
Brown (3), Farmer (5), Nayer (9) & Lugo. 
(Darden 2x4; Felts 2x5, 3b, 4 rbi'G; ReGister 
2 rbi's; Alford 2x4; Parsons 3x3, 2 rbi's) 
WP- McDiffitt (3-0), LP- Herring (4-4) 

April 27 @ Marietta, Ga. 
123 456 7 R H E 

Valdosta state ••••••• 320 613 3 -18 23 3 
Southern Tech •••••••• 101 000 1 - 3 10 4 

Bowers, LeFiles (6) & Branam, Roquemore (6); 
Mersfelder, Gillum (4) & Nel,iman. (Darden 3x3, 
2b; Felts 4x5, 6 rbi's; Alford 2x2; Bishop 2x5, 
2 rbi's; Greenhalgh 2x2; Reeves 2x4) WP- Bowers 
(5-0), LP- Mersfelder (0-4) 

123 456 78 R H E 
Valdosta State ••••••• 001 111 11 - 6 10 1 
Southern Tech •••••••• 200 102 00 - 5 11 4 

Chadwick, Darden (6) & Branam; Prince & Newman. 
(Darden 2x4, 2b; Register 2x5; Sumner 2x3, 2 rbi's) 
WP- Darden (5-2), LP- prince (1-7) 

April 30 @ Columbus, Ga. 
123 456 7 R H E 

Valdosta state ••••••• 200 000 1 - 3 11 2 
Columbus ••••••••••••• 402 001 x - 7 12 2 

Petty, LeFiles (2) & Branam; ¥arschand & Chester. 
(Darden 2x4; Bowen 2x4, HR, 2 rbi's; Register 2x4, 
2b; Branam 2x3) WP- Marschand (9-5), LP- petty (8-1) 

May 1 @ Americus, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta state ••••••• 401 400 001 -10 9 4 
Ga. Southwestern ••••• 000 201 103 - 7 5 4 

Darden & Branam; Sprewcll, Cartilage (4) & 
Strong. (Greenhalgh 2 rbi's) WP- Th~rden (6-2), 
LP- Sprewell (6-7) 

May 3 @ Hacon, Gao 
1 23 L~56 789 

Valdosta State 0 •••••• 100 000 000 -
Mercer ••••••••••••••• 020 000 OOx -

Chadwick & Branam; YoPP & Dennis. 
(6-3), LP- Chadwick (3-<2) 

R H E 
132 
2 7 1 
liP- Yopp 

123 456 7 R H E 
Valdosta state ••••••• 100 022 0 - 5 10 0 
Columbus ••••••••••••• 010 200 1 - 4 6 1 

McDiffitt, Petty (7) & Branam; wright, Witt (6) 
& Bailey. (Darden 4x4; Bowen 2x4) I'lP- McDiffi tt 
(4-0), LP- wright (5-8) 

• 



May 4'- with VSC ahead '+-2 in the 4th, with the ba.ses 
loaded, and one out, a cloud-burst (named 
the Archie Drip, by "Little 'D'") rained-out 
a win over hrest Georgia; but the nex.t day ••• 

?-1ay 5 
123 456 7 R H E 

west GeorGia ••••••••• 200 000 1 - 3 4 0 
Valdosta state ••••••• 001 002 1 - 4 7 1 

Bennett, Camp (6) & Jandl; Petty & Branam. 
(Bowen 2x4, HR, 2b, 2 rbi's; Branam 2x3, 2b, 
2 rbi's) WP- Petty (9-1), LP- Camp (12-3) 

123 456 7 R H E 
west Georgia ••••••••• 000 010 0 - 1 3 1 
Valdosta state ••••••• 000 020 x - 2 3 1 

Camp, Ne\'lkirk (4) & Lewis; Bowers & Branam o 

WP- Bowers (6-0), LP- NeHkirk (4-4) 

May 6 @ Albany, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta state ••••••• 000 000 101 - 2 3 1 
Albany state ••••••••• 010 000 000 - 1 2 2 

LeFiles, Darden (4), BOVlen (7) & Roquemore, 
Branam (4); Harri s & Me Conn ell. 'f[P- BOrlen (1 -1 ), 
LP- Harris (3-1) 

May 9 
123 456 789 10 R H E 

Albany state ••••••••• 100 100 000 1 - 3 11 1 
Valdosta state ••••••• 010 010 000 2 - l~ 7 1 

McConnell, Harris (10) & stroble, McConnell (10); 
Chadwick, Darden (6) & Branam. (Borlen HH; Musashe 
3x4, 2 rbi's) WP- Darden (7-2), LP- Harris (3-2) 

May 11 @ Augusta, Ga. 
123 456 7 R H E 

Valdosta state ••••••• 200 040 a - 6 8 1 
Augusta •••••••••••••• 000 000 0 - 0 2 4 

McDiffitt & Branam; Fitzgerald, Belcher (5) 
& Tillman. (Boilen 2x4, HR, 2b; Bran3..rn 2x3) 
WP- McDiffitt (5-0), LP- Fitzgerald (0-5) 

123 456 7 R H 
Valdosta state ••••••• 000 001 0 - 1 0 
Augusta •••••••••••••• 000 000 0 - 0 4 

Petty & Branam; Brown & Crawford. WP
(10-1), LP- Brown (3-4) 

E 
1 
2 
Petty 



Dan"s Zip Leacls 
Blazers" S,veep 
By 1\111\E CII,\SO:\, : :':1'lill1,>': "II'IIngr'r, 11Il!. I I\d.'i 

';mill! !.;';H! io ~rc ~alll (G".'.l':!i 
J un i (] r l'ightiwnJel' j);ln, caieh 'ij);lt la.-t OIlC," J),:lil('11 

D<.mlell wa~ the man of the hO lll'i I;lll:.:h(·d. lie is now 2-2 011 UlC 
at Blazcr lie ld Sllllday II hen lIe' ,'rar, 
11l1rll'd VSC's first no-hillct"· , " 

, 'n-o I>il\\Cll simply r;ilJ llll',l:l a 
Slllce ,., , ,. : rh-.e If) ,''.'nlrr rirld tlll'i1,ii~ it 

And .Jcrome Heglster rail a illlU ;1 rllllljlh~ t!lout to end ihe 
close se~'ond as he ,hl.IS!cd a" game ~Ilrl PI,("C{'I'(, thc shul'lut. 
IlOl11e run 111. the time! iI.wlng /' \'aldll~(;J SLlle's last nfl-hitter 
for the, g::.me S OIl.ly s.cole :I~, r,riol' lo Dardrn's c;mlC in 19iO 
the _ B1.dZCI S .1-~. Ilet()!y ovel l whcn Lpnn)! Purdy and Ste',e 
:\1elcel of ALLin ,\. ..! SIiI',:':;U~ piicncd iJack-in-inch. nfl. 

In th(' sC'('ond gillllc nt the hit ";IIll('S a2din:,t SII'Irll'!'. 
twin-bill, ,Irfl hall(\rJ' Billy Petty! I;;:., I dl"'<; hi..; hOlllC I'un, 
hurled .~IX (,ill1~e~lltrl'e Inl1ll1;:;s: Ef";i'lel' ('!';!ckcd the onll' nflwr 
of shutout ball bein:-eUe Hawks' B!a;cl' hit off Mcn:cr-:\[I'JrJtil·S 
picked LIP one I'lin II~ the la:;t ~i ike Hurst wiih a sinalI' jn the 
j)'ame to make the fmal score flfth " 
7-J with the Blazf"rs (,n lop. . 

'. . Hurst 11:ld a {'ine d:Jv hirn<(']f 
n,'ll'{;CIl. a ;"lacol1, G(~or'~lil IJI" ,<Irjk::~g ollt fil"e ;in:j IP!"illg 

nat.I\'['. struck nul ri~'c, ,llIll i [';',11. hlll IllS I rcord [ell :0 J .~. 
walked only one, HICI1 Cl1l'lslll1l·i . n ;.".. ~ "". 
{!esignated hitl('I', was the only I }n. til." n b·1tc,lp" (.1<' hla/,:I.s 
Hawk bascrunner in the third; ,"01 cd, fII e IIII1S In lh~, l~I'I.d 
innin"". i ,11](1 tllO ,Ill the fifth to cdp,llle 

" ..' tiwlr lhll'd 5tr;II"l1t \\,111 and 
"~r()m the fJfth 1ll11lllg on.' th.Ci rl'lIrth in !hc lasl hl'e gamrs, 

no-hItter was on my BlInd,' I '_,' _ . " ' .,', n 

Daruc'1 said. i J l d:- 'Ij,pcd hl~ I ecr,1 d ,tt' .)-0 
, ' 1\'Ilh lhe t 1"lumpll. He :-nowed 

"My, at~m \\'as,.~lll:tlng P~'CI~Y, "lIpcrh ('ontrol al! afternoon by 
bad befolc .the g"m", ~ut al~. Ii w:ill;in;; only olle and I';ltiffin;,: 
I got stallNI, the lJall IV as thrcc. 
mll\'l11:~ real well. :.. , 

"In the late jllllin,~s, I \Vali' J):II~dcn. In, the drsl,::n_;lt~d .... ___________ --..1 IlIltrl' s ;'nll'. ,111;lcd to lell HI 

• 

Ihe lilil'd innin:; to ,liI!'t fhe 
actil)J1, \1;lrt~· 13i,-hnp foi!'lwcd 
him will a basc on b:lIl..;, and 
firm'cn drrn'c Darden home with 
allother single. 

Bishop scorcd a second I~ter 
when l11c Icnricld('r, Chuck 

,Gillman, threw the ball away 
011 the t'I'l;n'. Bowen wcnt to 
third 011 the pl:I)'. 

D:ll'r<'ll Rral1:J111 anrl .Tef! 
GIpl'llhalgh tllrll dl(,'v wall,s to 
IOJU lhr ba~t~,';, 

.II'rOlIH' l\('p,i,lt'r ('0111 inucd his 
heroics by Ion ing :1 dllllhk just 
in:-,ilie the ri:,:hl field foul line 
to platr Dowen <lIHI Dill Par· 
lions. who c;iI1w in ;1<; a courtesy 
}"lllll1rr lor ]-:l':lIlall1. 

In the IHIIl, ~1<'1'('cr·Allanla 
relief pilchl'f' Gr'l](, Jillilirr 
walked Bowrll. fill' f alrnfed 
Blazcr ('clllcrfwider. who wellt 
3-3 in the gam!'. thell \\('nl 10 
se('ond 011 a p:,!.:-cd h;i1l. 

Branam 1I",IJIrd flul illlnflll'r 
walk. iil1d Gl'cellil;)i,~lt adl':1l1CCt! 
both runners wi::1 ill' iJoullcer 
to the Iirst bii;;t:ll1;II1, .loe 
D:wiei. 

Lark Hahn, b:lttill(!, fflr 
nc~ister. then sial11l11rd hi:, first 
hit' of the year, driving Bowcn 
hOllle . 

Hill Parsons, 1liltin,~ for nan 
Alford. then POlllldf'd a .~ilfefy 
to bl'in,~ in .lim HOf]uelllore, 
running for Branam, for tlJc 
final taliI'. 

HCild ('oaeh 'j'0ll1111 V Tholllas 
was proud of Dar(/el1 ;ulil Petty, 
but ef]ually plciiord by the 
Blazer defense. 

"We had great pitching and 
outsl3n0ll1(! defense in both 
gi:lIlle~ today," Thomas said. 

"Our defense has looked real 
good since we made our change 
a few games ago," he con· 
tinucd, 

The chang!' Thoma~ was 
referring to was l11o\-ing D<\11 
Alford from .~horhtop to se::onJ 
base <lnd addin:~, Petf' Beeves 
10 til(' Jim'up at 1'11orblop, 

"Jkc\'cs hilS l11:Jde :';O/11C 

t rrl1lcndtJus plays ill short. ]11 
(;Iet. thr w110Ic /ldr/ls(' is not 
on'~ l11akjl1~ the routine pIny, 
but the really (oll~h pla~' also. 

•. If our hit ling would jllst 

cOJ1le arollnti, we'd be In really 
gn'at ~hape, 

"Of ('(lur~c. with ~o(JcI pitching 
ilnrl drlel11;(" wC' could con
('ril'a))ly litay in evc!'y game, 
bu( good hitting)\'nuld make 
thill;:is a Jot iiimpJri,,' he added. 

Till' B1azrrs lire IlOW 9-5 on 
the rrar. Thev II l..j'e scheduil'd 
to (;11,(, on 1\ie;\ll/"ray College 
( I I lin 0 i S I to,~lay in :l 

doubleheader beglnlling at 2 
p,m, 

TholllilS had , .. itiled rookie 
Sf e\(~ ;\!l:DiffiL to siart the first 
gilll1C. and Valdoslan Marty 
LeFilcs ill the second. 
:"\Jc'r,'pr·..\I'fnta 
Cillm,:n. r( 
:'\,~'o 21, 

Hutchf'M'Il. 3~) 
Sl'C'1 h:.rft, 5S 
RC!'t'.1. c 
jtal'j"l ('f 
\\alk.r, rr 
J~ru7riJo. I!> 
Knr""lo, lb 
~ fH lc::ton olt 
Jlul'st. p 
Total. 
\'.li:!osta SI:.t( 
~tl,,"ner, :b 
I,)enr.is. db 
Fel,., 11 
Ro,·:('n. cC 
IirrlnalTI. c 
Grrn,hal,2h, 1b 
Grornhallth, 1t 
h!'!isfer rC 
III ,,'01_ 2,~ 

.tp·ql'r..c • q 
:'~r;1pn. p 
Tlltal.'I 
".lrrl'r:r-.\tJant:. 
\'sc 
~.~ -" f:h,.rhaI'Y 
IIII -' \'SC 3. M-.' O. 
lUt -- R("~i.v:tt'r 

alJ r hrbl 
3 0 0 0 
300 I) 

3 000 
2 0 0 0 
2 0 0 6 
2 0 0 It 
2 0 0 0 
200 0 
2 001) 
1 000 
o 0 0, 0 

20 0 0 0 
ab r h 1'111 
3 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
, 001) 
2 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
2 I 2 1 
2 0 0 0 
1 I) 0 I) 
o I) 0 I) 

'0 1 2 1 
o.~o nJO 0- o-n-I 

001 000 X-1·2·0 

Ip h r 1>11 ." 
1J1l ... t fL.'-2') , 2 1 2 S 
Do,den 1\\'-2-2) 1 0 0 1 , 

SECO!l;D GA~IE 

"p,,·er-.\fI~nl~ ab r h rill 
J!I.H('h ... ~f't.". :::b .. 0 T 1 
."tJ('rhanh sa 3 0 0 () 
l1 .. jd. lb. 3 0 0 0 
r..ed. c :t 0 0 I) 
',h,-;.Jon. d 3 0 1 I) 

H."n. ,. ? 0 1 I) 

\\'.II'rr. rt 3 1 2 I) 

Gillman 11 3 0 1 0 
Wll<l.n. db 3 0 1 0 
r"hlw.JI. I' 0 0 0 I) 
lIun: or. pOI) 0 I) 

'101':3 27 1 7 1 
\'.~; .b r h rbl 
1'."Ier.. dlt 3 1 1 I) 
!'i.,i>op. 3b 2 1 1 I) 
J.'ell •• II 4 • .,. I) 
11011""-. ,., 3 2 3 I 
)lnum. r 1 J I) 0 
(:rc~~"~1:", 11. I I • " 
'kC··lpr. tl , , 1 1 
.\lhrlf 2b 2 0 0 , 
"rntc. .. , II 0 • 
1' •. 1· .•• P I) 0 0 0 
~h· •• ~l1.I" 1 5 0, 0 I-
II. hl1, ph 1 0 1 1. 
hr,e;'" 21) 1 0 1 1 
P~q .. ~mnrt. e 1 0 0 I) 
T."aL. 25 1 • 4 
'· .. rtr-Mla.!a :(ItII) 000 1-1.7.' 
\'SC .005 ~20 X - 1-1-2 
~: .,. nrc,'.,. nruam. n~.d. GiUmu, 
Lon-M-." 6. VSC 1. 
)8 - n .... itt.r 
I'B - llialtoi> 



Jly .1l'J.IAN l\UU.Elt gin' UIC HI.I/,I'I;-; ,dial \\,t,; III nlll,; In llll' ~hltJ \\IH'n !-'t·lb and FUl'an, Ikp"lpl' slamme<J' 
he the \\JIliJlII_ Ill,lr:.:ill. : tl',lllll'(\ lip f'Ii' F'lsl!'!" 1"01",111 [(ll' lll~ triplp to I-,('itl': bllth Or t1l('1ll 

Val d O~ 1 a Slate C{)lk,~e':; ]) a r d ('Ii'S b,I,o;P"It1"t!cd a dtlul1l(' ,,11':1\ HI ",'\11"1' 011(' rUIl alld ;ilve VSC the ;1·:1 lead. 
l',~ 1· a z. I' r S lI:w<1 11ll'ir 1ll0,';! f' I!' I I I j' 1 I 11'1 ('I' S e 11I1('e ~,'tln'{ SI('\I' ;'11', ,!,W,':ll W,':lllle Lie Tilt' Blazl'l's madl' it lf1ol'e 
prndut:\ivc hilling ('!'Iort of thL' Sumn!'r alld ,alwr. HOII,,'!!,I('.ldlllg \,<;1 hOllll'rll1l hlt1t"r !Idinite \'n 111(,' filllrill \\'hl'n 
:;cal'OIl aud thu right arm~ of Ik! t I I I I' I I' .' • ,.1\1:1 l~ 0 ,';:i, tIl(' ),1',1':-. .1,'.\111 II Ii I." ,\\II'l'llil ,;n(l, .o\'iT Ill' Alford sillolr\l :lnd. s{'orcd on 
t~(} »ikhrl~ til bury, (,;U~IIIl~lJll"'Ft'l1s s1:il1,1111"d <I till I " rUll,klt Ill'Id fl'IlI"', Ins 1IlII'd l'OllliU Dal'den's ~~cm;lI san'ifi{'o II" or 
t{lllt'~e lJ-{j and Ih(n tal\~ 1o I llllUbll' 1)1'111/(' IWlIlg l'1I1 dO\"II;lrIPI'('r 01 till' ~l';I:,OIl, Ih t, J 

a 63 viclon (I\'CI' 1\)(' Cou" II'S I' e t ,lY. 
. "', SI,' III All:tlltll: l'~Jl;'1 gOl,llg to t l1rl!. . I. Ldilt's, willi ll'pLic('r! all In· '\'} hi' d 
m ,I\\i ' II • 11"1" 'I Ill' Cllll i',l1 s had pl,I,,'.,1 11,1 11 II ('d Dan »,1l'!1"1I (III II\(' !Ill1l1lld lOmas, W (I was tl\"llle. 
fcr~ncc ,\)a:-'('\)all g'lIncs ." I with Ihe BI,lze)' hitting W<lS just 

I
!hl\'(' 111111'1' lum; .\\llI'll P,IIi':':ll til' 1)(',,:1':111 i~ til tlll' Iilth 

'fuc:;day, ('r;lll'\ol<l "11,:,11'(\ III ,kll 1,11, dJlIIll~, plIl;f'<I Ilil Iii' thlld S,I\(' ;1'; pleatied wl~h Ille pildling (If 
, l' It' LI'l'ilt'.' find 1'1'11\', ' Folluwing Ihe t'xJl mave 11 -llIlief and SIPI'I' Ihoim s :11It! III Ih., :-;1':1'011 i~l\ Ills up (:"1,1 . 

. f ' All ~ln '111"1111 I . I Itt I' "u'Fil<'s came ill and did hi",' h'1g. u s"~Jlor • -". (. '~ 1l,lllt' SI!lgll'l In (r,llIllIl, ""I' 11 ,lilt! "I n;I~(' ~HI ':'IS __ ~_"_' __ " ___ " ___ '_' .. 
lefHleldcr (.enc f !'lIs a!l(~ 'het ore, I he ('11111 I'lIvel'~y • .,1;1['1('<1,:.0 pl" 'SI'I'\'(' I l;"d('ll S Iiflll Will lI"ua! gnod job, '. Thomas said,~· 
ratciwr Daryl Brall~11l ~Ind thl III Ihe I"ullh 1lIlIlng. 1111 St'V!" s\;lrl.'i. "But II"nkn didn't do Ih,lt bad' 
l'{'}i~f, pitching of. \'.ald()s\t~ As C ,I' :I IV f II r II , Sf'III'l'd,!, In Ihl: ~:''('lIlld gallH', Pcli~ of a jnb. illS ann IS, both!'ing 
nallV(~ l\1art~' L('I,lles, tilt Ileslgnall'o hiU,'1' V('1'1111 1"'1'1"\: I,'w:(j hml'l':! III trllllbk WI1('n hill! :lnd he is :,1 s,~{' a doctol' 
Blaz('I:, tllrnl'd in lhrre ~l:onn~ failed to 1 ag lip on Butch 11<-1r., 1:1 lIouble, Iwo ~!Il;J{'." 1\1 II 1:;1'" al1,ollt il toda \" ,\n<i Bill Petty 
~utbursls 10 s\ltml~ ,the COll?aro; i fly Ollt til 1:11\', i'll <lui! \,'i:,~ ('\Iit'd '::1 ball', ;0:<1 :t \,."t' <'1'1:)1' Ii.\' only gave up' one hit ;Iller that 
m:, ,a cnntl'UVl'ISY dda)L'tliollt by I):ISI' lilllpJl'C 11l1l1l11:,: I):ln Alton\ ~::''''" Hi'l!. (IW"II'\' fir~t inning, lie IwJd his own." . 
opCTilng g:llllC? I Jluglj('s Whl'j, the Bla~.l'l·:;: :'.lld Ho\\'ard ,,'f\l'Jl;'~ rOOI11:, a,;(\ " ".,.,. 

Thrll the 110w('1' hitlin;; !)f\ tagl.;ed :;('('oIHI b:ISP, i Clllum!>il' (("Ii-: :! :\.(1 le~ld in LH' ,I he .BI~~l'I:'i, pl.l~ host to ,t~~ 
Jerome He"isler anolhl'l'l AIIl'I';t tW<lI,d arglillll'lIt 11'11111 lopofllH'iil',,: illl.il,". !1"t1~n,t11) !C!10\\lll'd GCOlgI;,l 
Valdosta llati,,':'e, ~nd S:llll!CC {'O,lt!;, pi,lii' 11I'l1pin· J:illIt',: But it was 11011 (,lh711gh f(lr (Ii(' <;oullwrn 1,.;lgks I~ am:thcr 
Rowen. VSC's talented cen-I.ll'nning'i 1('\I,'I':'I'd th(' lli'l"i::illll:nflw J(I·2i1 COll;::irs as t;wl\YlJ1h!lllll!he\,~(.:(h(jJl1()nilon 
terlicldl'r. helpNI Bill Peltyiand tnld Ihe Bi:tlvrs lhl!~ n,:I,t.BI:tzl'l's lU:El'd onlhc Sllll'!1i:, tile setlQoj's ~(,rih Campus 
chalk up his fifth win in five! appeal tin' d''l'I.'I(111,', whleh: .,[C';llll ii, Uw bo\1tlln of :1"'Thursday begilhling at 1 p.m. 
slarL<; and give the Blazers a I !)]'Ilught an <lllc!ry. 11l!l"lmy; ,"('COllf!. .' 
clean SWf'C.'p. 1 r}1omas 10 Ih~ f:l'hl. AIII'l' ::iltlul: ,It W;JS 1]11'11 J\("~l'ill'r Sli1111!lll'il 

In the fil',~t game, the now 1a 1llII1l,ll'.'i 0\ dl'iCUS,"1tl1l 1 '1'1"1',\: IllS dOllhle alld :;{'o)'e Oil ,I 

2U~6 Blazcl's cxploded for rOlir ",as ,I~;tin J'lll!.·<! tlut witholl: the: dllplicaH' sll(;! h\' 1\ r:JIl11 am. \\'1111 
runs in the first and third in- appeal. i s(~()r('(l on l,jfol d's sa'Tirice fI,v 
nlngs and thrce more in the Ilorne llJl'1l t(~:ll1wd up wilh I to ("ut the ('e k;,(lt(J 3·2, 
sixth for good measure while I Bill Chesler or, a douhle ste:!l i Bowell :i('(\ it lip in the third 
an~willg the visitOl's only Iwo, tn b.nll:~ III thl' fOll)':11 mil Il~ I lI'hell he po\', l'J'l'd_ (l ~;ol(J 
in' the third ,and four 1Jl lhe\the lIl11IJlg and cut the 1(';1(1 lIh hOI1ll'l'un 0\(')' Illl' :lI,;dOOI .'I'!11 

fourth.' I,but it W;IS aU she Wl'oli.! 1'111' ill left Cl'l11i'[' field fo)' his first 
Cougar Aec P;lUl Wright, \h(' Coug;l)'s. hliliwr of Iltt' FP;!Sllll and attl'r 

w)'m's two wins have been no-hit VSC addf'd ~hree insurallce i hack·to-haek dOllbles by FrIIS 
sl\ut()uts. saw his dreams of 
jtn(l:hel' zip gil dnwn the drain 
W~CIl ~tarting VSC nilchcr Dan 
Diirdrll slammpd his first pitch 
over, tW(I diving infielders for 

-Blu:::ers llt r1 GIlillCe-
SEC():\\l (;\;111': 

the first of five straight sill~les 
as' the Hlazel's chalked up four 
rUn!l by thpir 1'\rst four ba:tcl':>, 

the stubborn Cougars {ought 
back in thr third wht'n SIp,'!, 
Horne opcr.ed the frame with 
a double ,In(\ Bulch RI'II 
rol1ow('(J .it tlP with anuther to 
score 11 0 I'llr: Bell then tallied 
on Bobl1\' Howard's s:lCl'ifit'e 
ny, • 

'But <IS if insulled at the 

Culumhu.; 
Perry. db 
IImne. !'is 
Bt'll. 3h 
('l1p.,ler, e 
Ih.\\clJ(i. 1h 
Ulutlk ... cC 
LindJicl. Ii 
lit'lm.,"" It 
Cr'awtol'1l. 2:i 
\\Ii~hl. p 
Tnials 
\'aldu .... t.a 
1),lnh'o, p 
lA·I·ilf'~. P 
f'.tl\~Tn. d 
Folts, If 

up\'i~\TH! the mazers cainI' on 1'111'''". Ib 
f'vrn ~trlll1g('r in thc bo\lnm of ~II~'~\;~"~~' J~I 
thE', rl'<llIlI' when 1hree hil~. I\\"(I ill"'''''''. ,. 
bast' balls and a fieldet-'s choice ~~1.~;~::;::" },h 
brough~ in {(illl more rlll)S to Ill'''''''. ,,' 

J.. _____ ~------_...,'[olal. 

~iJ r 
3 0 
3 1 
3 1 
A 0 
1 0 
A 0 
J I 
2 I 
2 1 
o 0 

l"n~urnhu!'o 
h J hi P.I'(loh.... d 
1 0 11111 nt', !'!oS 
2 (~ nt'll .3h 
1 2 C:-l~.~\t'r. (! 

1 U 1l1l\\;.tJd. Jb 
o 1 P{,IT~. dft 
o 0 LHldlit.'t. 1'1 
o 0 Iil'lm" If 
1 0 Cl.i\\turd. ~Hl 
'} 7. 'I:H:..('h;lh~IJ V 
o 0 \\1i1. P 

2S 6 8 .) '1(1llflI'Y. P 
cd, r h rill Tn: a 1. ... 
3 2 1 1 'f-}'<t(l,..,la 
1 0 0 0 I '.Irnt'n. dh 
2 ? 1 0 How('\I, d 
A 2 3 ,i Fdt:-t. 1J 
3 7 1 0 FI)I""1.I1. H. 
ot () 1 Hr>~I ... tt"l'. rl 
o (I 0 l; \Jlt,rd :'1, 
3 1 1 ,"drnIWl', .sh 
'3 1 0 1 P,lP,Hl1!'.!'of) 

3 1 ) \I 1"'1\\, P 
1 (I I n TI,\.d, 

2fi 11 i' 10 ,(,!ult\hu,'\ 
, ,d,j,),·l,1 

t'lr} .... (I" I" i L \ '1", .. 11'1 'HulIl 
"lJot \)o.',! x ~ ~ \ II 1 I \j' ~~ p. H, J .. 1"111.," 

ah r h ,hi 
2 0 0 0 
J 0 0 0 
1 I 0 0 
3 1 1 0 
3 1 2 2 
2 0 1 0 
7 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
3 \\ 0 0 
o 0 0 0 
o 0 0 0 
o 0 0 0 

?~ J A 2 
aht hrhil 

3 0 0 l' 
3 1 1 11 
J 1 1 n i 

; ~ i : \' 
? 1 J 1 
, 0 1 01 
7 0 \1 01 
o 0 0 Q' 

7, ~ ~ 6' 
il'n n')I, (, 

(17) HI.) \. 

)~. 1 
6? 1 

('"lillllhu!!I 
Vah1u • .,la 

Ulll t ull1\1,1)" ... '\, ',\hjq~\.t ~ 

• 

,.~ _' Cr.i'\flll,I, 11;·11"\(11 :'11 "- 1111\\,1111 r'Il,'II, I;";,:r .. 'f"r. '-rlt~, 
1)1" _. Brll 1 .. (')w ... II" tn l1(,\II1.rll )ilml'l!tI 
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1.ttl"11~" 
WrlMltI II .. PI 

", t"II'""" 
'1" - '\IIOHI. '.II1Il,':1 

I' h 
'1,\1 "dUII\I II., l-;'\ 
• 'j 6 ~ ~ I) 1 

II' h r ,., hI. iII'l \\1\1 2 1 :, '! 
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Bv MIKE CIUSON 
The powerful Gf'Or.::ia 

Sou the r n College Eagles 
swooped down on mazer Fiel,l 
,. h u r s day carryin~ an 
amazing 3:1·2 record ilnd ;l 

flJurth p!;ICC rankin:.: in the 
major ,'nl!r..;e has('ilal! poll 
atop their should{'l's. 

Bu! the \H'I;;i:1 wa.<; :t hit 
too h/;:II)'. he,'allsr it only 
tonk rl pdir of \';)Idosta State 
(ollC':;c frrshmrn pitchers 
\(·ith no:h1l1.\! to IO,oe to topple 
the EJglc~ from thcir percn 
with back·to·back Blazcr 
ha~rhall \'lctI1ries OV 6·3 and 

.5-4 l11ar;,;iJls, '. 
Sterc ~lcDiffjt fml11 \('w 

Martinsville, W. \ a, went the 

, Blazers Shocl{ Powerful 
. -- ~ -. 

Eae:les III Twin-Hill S,veep 
distan('c in the first game 
~cdtteril1~ eight Southern hits 
and w;llkin,:.: only one to raise 
hi.~ recorc\t·o 2·0', 

,\ce relicvrr lIIarty LI'Filcs 
:-;tartl'<i the nightcap, but yield
cd II) lcflhandcl' Bill Petty in 
th{' fifth innin;z with the ba~es 
joadrd and nohodY out.. 

Petty. a Grove City, Ohio 
natiw, allowed finly tWI) hits 
the rest nr the way, boo>ilin;; 
his record til 6·0 on the year. 

Blazer head coach Tommy 
Thomas didn't try to hold 
hack how proud he was of 
his team, 

"We ,~ot great jobs fro/11 all 
our boys today from the 
mound and at the bat," 

Thomas said. 
"Our pitchers did the jnn 

I didn't think they could do. 
Thry krpl Southern from 
killing the ball like c\'{'l'yone 
knows they'rc eapabie nr do
in\!, "Alfnrd I Dan) hit the hall 
$o'lirl all (/a", and .Jeff 
Grrenh"l:.;h's h(l\l1P iun in the 
s('COII(\ :!:lI1lC prored tl) be the 
bi:.: winner." 
Sf)uthel'l1rr's h('(id ('Il(lch non 

Polk, although disappointed 
with the losses, was not 
surprised at the strength at 
fhe VSC squad. 
"Wc knew Va!do~!a State 

had a fine tea III whe.n we 
came down here:' Polk said, 

"I think being on the road 

anrt the seven inning ;!amrs 
hurt OUI' team, but you can·t 
t ake anythin.~ away frol11 
ValdostJ. Thry hit the ball 
better (han I thou;;ht they 
WOUld," 

Valdosta St;ltl' \Iasted n,] 
time in gel! in:; (I:J t hI: 1;0:' ;,\ 

when thev P')')cr! j':,,:.:le 
pit ('her n;liTY g('I::'; fill' three 
l1it~ ami three :'iIIlS iii tile first 
inning or 11](' af:crnnon, 

Dan Darden led off with an 
infield hit. fo!l(}\\,cc! hv Sam 
Bowen who reached fir~t on 
a miscue bv Southern's 
shortstop Hich 1'oth, 

Gene Felts lh<'n slammed a 
double off the left field fence 
to plate Darden and send 

BOII'en to third, 
Foster Foran walked. ;,nd 

,Jel'01110 r:e~isi('r deli\'('l'ed u 
clu:('h ~in~lr tn c('ntcr tf) 
scorc Bo\q:-n and Felts. 

That ended tll'~ scorin:.: for 
the in,r. in ".: , hu: lint lh(' action. 
\r:H'T! Fnr;1I1 Ins ~!!djns.:: inln 
tli~rd. hi.~ ;001 j;u11:lH'rl jil.!3inst 
the h;:~. add the rc:-:ult \\ :l~ 
a hn:kef! ~in~lr whl('h \\"iU 
liidcli;H' hill! [or the rc,~t 0: 
the ~ea~l)n. 

In lhe fqurth, St,uthern 
came l'()Dring back til chalk 
up tht'ee runs dfter :\lcI1iffitt 
hit ,Jim ',lnrri;:r)n, and \lik~ 
Cash di'ovc him home \' I:h 
a (huble dO\ln thc right [jr'lJ 
line, 

of the ~i1uatio:1 by linin;z a 
single to ncbt tn ;('o:'c Fe)', 
and l:!'gi,t<;;', r,:·;lI1al11 scored 
on ~.Llrt·; Ri-';-,()D'S ficiCc(-; 
choic~,' , 

In lhr srr·,lnn ;':;,)11(', 

.southr/'i1',- (',l~h hil a two run 
hOl11er in the tnp of the second 
tn put till' Ea;:lrs nn tnp. 

\nt to be ()U'r),}nc, ,J-:-rr 
f;n:c~:hl1~:1 (,l';~"h('d (\ thrrc 
I'1:n ,"r.f,L nfi (;SC':; I\rll 
CrUIlLJ;l in the b'iitom half ·~f 
the 'ri·ame to s{,fld the Blazers 
out fromt to slav. 

Hcgister le;ge'd out a triple 
in the third frame to score 
BO\\('.1 who had sin::hl ar.d 
then cro:,scd the pl~ltc hin1~df 
a moment later on Branam's 

Cash scored on a sacrifice 
ny by flie:' Toth after Steve 
G;HTia had sin2:cd. Garcia 
n:0\'cu into scorin..: p..,,,ji!on on 
a \\dlk tl) ,Jamie hins, and 
Bohby Salter oh:i6rd hiJll by 
sla"hin;,: a ,'in:::j~ tn Ie;\. 

!'.'ln~ ~d ;! n:tLnn of ~ni.'1~ 
h":lle 0'1 the :;~Jy, h~t a 
p.>·~c·.-.:t ~. n~:c irt);n r .... ,. ":i. in 
«(':r.l' [:c:d :., uJ":'e:! 
~1r;W;1i11 l~cr:r;'l !!:,~ :-,l;;~(' 

rnded his hope as well as lbe 
Ea~lc scorin;;, 

I!'J thc sixth, Reck walked 
ne~istet' 3nd Branam. and 
Felts· rear:heri ba.'~ on an 
()n';lr hy ~c~JrEi bZ$en:3.n 
C • .-h. 
Dtin .·\lhrd took adYantage 

sin ::Ie to l'?ft. 
'1 '!e E.J::!t';; ar.d ... d t';t't) n1rre 

n~~.; in ._(i,,, f:[':' (>(1 iOllr 
(>:-':r"Icu:i;'c \';:~~k'\ end a 
fl~:"i(~(~ choice. ;~",it a drH;'Ji~ 
p!c;:. frl1111 ~C( on'l !)d:.;prna:1 
,\];;I]'d to (;rc(,1ha::h wi~d 
nu: ;1ny .~cnrjn:! lH)pr~. 

"On lil:~ d;;,,', I'd h;]\'~ 10 
,:"/ !;,:.:;~ S:'~;:;lr:'n \\~~ ~'I~ the 
,·I',"!;.) I :!f·~<.:r:ht :~t"':; :.\ (Vi!:-! ~r.:' 
Th;',:rlj' ,<u~Tnl~'cd. "b",:: if "1.\"5? 

ri~<;cd a:':,1in :c;r: I,1!':"I)'.\. ~hi!1;s 
l11; :ht be dif!crc:1t. H 

YSc. now 2t13 i., Sf~hN:lu:r.d 
to take on South Atlantic 
C n J1 fer e n c ~ foe Auwsta 
C-I;:('~~ at Blazer Fi('lo 
~;;;:';;d<: in a. 1 p.rn 
douhleheader. 



'.f"1 " 
tj t:l~I'11 (.C·:\ 
'_~.HI. ( . . _ j 

'fj-' 

t 1 '",' .. )eln~C .1..J '\'1 . JtjL~~ -

n~' .IUl.I.\N :llILLI':H F'''' Jilin';s 1(lllhl'd dlffl'l(,I1I.' ". 

Steve .\1i'Diifitl left illS 1ij)II!I~ 'l:t'Uiflll IS.'·IHd PIlC hast' on 
in New illi1rtllls\'ilr, \\', \'a for: i:,dls. walldel ;;Jilll}il'J' hv hiltlllg 
the' b'lspiJ;:1I di:ll1li1l1d at bun with :I pltvll :,11(\ slruck 
Villdosta State Colk;:e lo()l;in,~ I,ll! Ihree \\hill' i'ivill''': lip ci;;ht 
for sOllle lop lJame ('oill])f'titil)ll, 1111., for his M'colH.I win, 
but he 11{,\('l' ('xpectcd II} his ":Ill' ann ~T\lt. tired in the 
second ~tart of his ('l)llc~iatc fDurtll innill!.!'alld I could tell 
carecl' to hc against thc fourth } \Ias Jo~;im:'alllt," he admitted. 
placed tr:1l1l in the natioll. "1 st;lrled U",jii f' a Jot of change 

It didn't !'C'lll to ph;lse the IiJl pitches ;11:<1 the cUJ'\'e ball 
fre!ihmilll right hand!'!' IH'n~ ;\ 101 mort'. \1\' l'UI'Ve hall was 

Thursd;IY, howevcr, ;IS hl' I'dll'king IO~:IY:' I'd havc to say 
mowcd do\\ n the (;cor~~,i.'., ,;i\' 11 was. 
SoutherJl College Eagles ill Iii, !' .\ot brill':: in the regular 
secOIHl .~tilll cver, going tile [ rOi~llion, 1!cJ)iffia had vowed to 
distance \Iith for the first of Jlill\'C himself any lime he got 
two victories the mazers were . 11) the mound lie had mixI'd 
to chalk lip a,~C\inst Ihe.";..,, n';iL"tlon>; ahout pitchlllg against 
prcviollsly 30-2 Statesboro 1111' Eagles. 
t('am. STE\'E .III'!))F1"]'1'T "You al\l';;\., hllpl' to .:.:1'1 a 

"J krpl !clillg mysl'!r :!JI'~ (;rts S('C'III1r1 'rill I'lliill('P In prillI' yourself gfl(ld 
\\('n~ no lH'ltf'r than ,illY bll',h I l'II!lIlgh," flldllrJilt ~ald. "I was 
clse'," Uw l1lild l11annNcd fr r .-;lllpl;JY \\';lS (I\'f·r. llis lralliJ1I:11{"; iI lilile sf'i1l'f'd "h('l1 I heard 
man saic( after lhe (J·:l \\ Ill. "I! }'liHI b'ldd'd hilll lip wilh li1l'('" I was gOJll.::: 10 ;,Iar\. "j gll('~:; 
had heard a lot ah"1.11 : runs in tllr first inning ()n]~' to r w(llin't re:i1lv sure whal t() 
thel1l .. about holY good lil~Y fue tll'd when 111~ ran into troutJIi: tliink, 1 still don't. 1 think they 
were i in the tup or the fourth. lilight be a bet tel' team than 

"But around the fifth inllin~.1 "I didn't 1:nnw wh;tt to (hilik I',hilt they shoiI'Cd me today." 
I began thinking lhe~' ulIill;t i then," he admitted. "I Kept "1 was really impressed, I 
deserve that nUl1lbec Jlinr I s3ying 'well, this is gOI1l1'1 be i had heard th'~y pJayed good 
rating, 1hat we wrre a b('!.1cr 'I my last il1llin:;.' But we got nuL~ ]J;lscbalJ lip here, hut I dJdn't 
team. I ~li!l brlic\'c lila!." lor i!. ThcII Diln Alford cam:.~; kllow that good. If we krf'p 

AI t II () U I: II he Wl'1l1 Ill(' i Ihl'l)u(~h willi a ~reat hit (ilIit' ~ pbying like we are I think we 
distance, !licDiffilt was nl'Vl'I'/lh:lt scored IWlI more runs fol" ha\'(~ a ch;mec to go all the 
sure of the win until the l:1st VSC to ('linel! the win) anlll way." 

--~--------

t·ll!."!' (;.\\11': 
(."'- SIlL'I h'~1 n 
('h~\lnc'(', • ./ 4 nun"'l. I'f 
!'fnun, II! ~ 
\1t11'tl'l,lln, 3b , 
C.1,o;,h. II> .1 
Cilrl'il1. dh J 
hln,. 11 1 
TOlh. .. , 
~;l1tf"r. c J 
r.t'(.~. ~ 0 
rU'l'\l.~ ,) 
\'~hl(l~t..1 .~t~lf' 

r~ard"n. .11> :. 
~lWPIl. ,/ J 
"·df.~. II 3 
"~or."l. 1" 0 
fl(,;:i:.lt:'r. 1/ 1 
n"ri.l1f'I1l. e 2 
\~tOrIJ. 21, 3 
Ri~hnl), Jh J 
l' <~ !""on .. , !I,~ 3 
,\Jd)H',t, " 0 
~t,-rlil\'::;. 1'/ 0 

"h 
0 2 
0 0 
0 1 
1 0 
1 1 
I 1 
0 1 
n 1 
0 1 
~ n 
J 8 

~I> 

1 
1 0 
2 1 
0 '0 
1 1 
1 0 
0 1 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
I 

() 

0 
1 
0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 

i 
i 

'iT'I] ~lo" hI l' '- .\ . i'.tit... 

Southern 
Raps 
rI' • WICC· 

I . 

i VA L ]) 0 S l' A -- G cor!~ia 
Soutlll'JIl', Ii;L.l":l~d] t (' a In 
should ha\',~ ~'i:\\'('d at home 
1'I1\1I':,d:1),. AI:"j'- compiling a 
:l3-:! I'l'COlri \\;IIi·illl hitting the 
road, Soutll,:';) ,.isiled V,lldl)s
ta SI:lt ..... ;.:;;1I 1;l'umptly lost 
borh e!1rJ~ of <I {blble-heaad~r. 
The seol'('s \\ ('I'{' 1i-3 ,Ifld 5-4. 

FJfh r f~,'}t1~ 
GI'nn.'ia ~fJt'tj: '//1 (',) 300 0-3 8 2 
V,ddl>I.!' !,--, .':t 3~,n (It)) x-6 ,S 2 

S~;Co:\1I 1;.\IIE 
t. .... ."'oul hr. 1~ ." 
Chaunt'ry. e! J 1 1 
Hillier. rI 3 1 0 

, PrrsoR. II> 2 0 0 
. ;\h1 rri!()n. 31> J I 2 
C':'."'I1. 21> 3 , 1 
G;uda. dh 3 I) I 
IYi'l1!. II 3 0 1 

'Tolh. .. J 0 2 
Pallf"l'. • J 0 I) 

Cill!'jlit. P {) 0 0 
TOT.\I,s 2, 4 8 
llarrtC"n. <In 3 I) 0 
Br,\\"en. ., J 1 , 
}o't"1!". II 3 0 1 
Rtti.IIII:!I'r. .1 3 1 , 
Branam. c 2 I) , 
\llol'd, 2b J 1 1 
~l1mnC'r. 3h 3 0 0 
Rrp\("s. ,,~ 3 1 1 
Grl""nhal}'!-h. lb 2 1 1 
T.pFile!i>. p 0 0 0 
PC'If.\", I> 0 0 0 
TOT'\I.~ 25 5 7 

0 
0 
I) 

1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
J 
0 
f) 

0 
11 
1 
0 
0 
0 
J 
0 
0 
5 

Grf"tnhrtlgh, lb 1 0 0 0 
I)n't; al,li h,l'h,,"; !\h'OivitL .. m1 

Ilr,l)l:l!Il, • (;, . ~htlthf'rn o~o 020 O·~·8·t 
TOT.IUI 13 6 5 6 

Ca. ~.mlh .. n (,)031lW 0 3·8·2 
\'iildn:-.I;~ ."Ial.. 30) 003 x-6.S·2 
fo~-Tdfh. Ca~h. J.~I, .. h(llt .. "tonl. 
;.: Toth. Ci,t.~h, BI!>hnp. \ilt)l't1. 
J)P~- );o" .. n In J~I..tn •• m. P"f'<"(lI1'11 to 
\1'(\1'11 10 GI(:opnhal~h. ("", ... h (0 Tnth to 
"'(,I'''on, 
1,111: (,Sf: 6 '~l' 3. 
m f'a'h. Frll • 
... n, ';1.,,11IIjl 
.I;., (;I'rrnhil;~ 

SF··'I'lIlh 
,: .. (").. n .. , 5,21 
,,,,nil! 1\\', 1.1l. 
Hnp···~lolTl.\I)1I 

WP-- S.rk. lltOHliy 

• 
" ~ II 

~,tT.ft~\'1) (:~\n·: 
Gl'>llrri.l ~(," \'. ~ (;;~ 0--.4 8 0 
\1,1:,;,,,·/,,';-,' ,tI, {I;: !j~:"1 'i'- 5 , 0 

h,mr,l ~1 ,',I' :; .. :1\..r~ Lck·Ucff. I·elty 
(5) ",,\I Llrdoollll. 

\·ahlll~fa Stat .. 031 DCa x - 5,7-0 
E-·l1uflrr 

i Ill' -- '1101'(1 10 (:,,,,.nhAI:.:h 2. r.ranol11l 
, 10 "":,11111(,(" 

11-('/l <:SC A. \'Sf: ( 
': H·-,Ur:i .. 1rr 
: fin .... sh. G,.r"h .. I:h 
I ('III'tt'~ tL. l·t, A 7 I t 1 
I ',,,,I "'C'. • .. • • 1 
I rrllv oW, 6-01 3 2 0 I 0 



By :\I1KE C1!'\SO.\ 

In tbc old <.lays of ba:-;elnll, 
an ir()ll mall \\'as a pi[('l!cr 
who was able to pJtch bacK-lo 
batk g:1l1lCS, or pilth day 
after day withl'ut any I'C;;t. 

A new "Iron ,\-lan" was 
b'Jrn at l3lazer Fipid TUl';:d:ty 
when Valdosta St:lte Culll":r 
f res h man lC!i:landcr Bill 
Petty picked up !Jol ~ \\"IJ;~ ill 
a basehall dOlllJlcLt'''(]('l' with 
SOl:ll1 ,\t1Cll1tic ConferCJ1l:C for 
Arm.,trong Stale College. 

P('lty, a Gro\'c City, Ohio 
ndt In" shutout the Plr:ilcs S-iJ 
in t!lC first game and pitched 
42-3 inninr.;s in reli·..'I to gal!l 
credit fOl: thc Blazers' 12-1 
trju;nph in tlie final gamc of 
tJ,e t win·bill. 

"I dIdl:'t get tired ulltil the 
fourth inning of th:.!! second 
game," Petly saId, "1 was 

. throwing m!ls!ly f;,s~ba:I~, 
trying to keep them low." 
Petl v is now 3-0 fur tlie H'ar. 

"Prtty has alway~ h:;d grod 
contrul," VSC h(,:)(j cO:lch 
Tommv Thomas ~:i!'1. "AI:;o 
he's got a real good off speed 
pitch which he uses wry 
cifcdivelv." 

Al1!:ough Pelfy did the job 
on the Armsl rong nille frolll 
the moun I, Thomas wa,c,Il'! 

'about to slight his BI:uer 
offense. 

"Today was withollt a dOllht 
the best hiltil:g da.\' Ih:l1 wr\'C 
had all "ear," TllOlli;JS s:lin. 

Dan hardcn ~I;)n;mcd the 
first pitch of jhe fw.[ ,:::lme 
into left field fl)r a ('1C';\I1 h:!sc 
hit, and the Bli1ze;'s Wd'C on 
their way. 

The VSC di,llnnnd crew 
chalked up t war> Ins in [h;lt 

first frame when J,Tomc 
Hegisler dnn" [lardf'!! :0 
third and D:nrt'll BL1n;II1'1 
crackt'd ;Jllotlwr ,:;[[Iy to Ieit 
to plate both run:;r'rs. 

Dan Alford ;!ii,icd ;J lhird 
run in tile fOllr:h in!llJl~ ~\~lrJ1 
he reached base on a fi('/d('rs' 

ciwin\ alld Sin e ~;:J:lJllt'r 
lllll'd lip l1)s S('co/Hi d'J::i)~,' of 
!J;(~ ;;:Illtf' ,::1',V:1 till' hil I ;('ld 
]ll)i' 10 "'ltd A1ffl/"fi bfilnt'. 

'f))(~ r:l:lz('rs' adkd :ii'!I1t to 
il:jllry in !lie ,sj"li, I1w:lJg 
\\hen Ph"\' pOllndd :\rm
s:n1n::(s Tom Bl!In:~,lrdJlt"i' lor 
five liits and an equ:d n:J:11ocr 

\';,I<1o:la ~I,iI' i·· i:'I ..... ~l 8 
nVt'J ;:11 a:I;J :J! :;1 th' ~\Ju!h 

AIL]'I! ": C/):if"I'l'lll'C. \J;n
stron;; I,ll 107-;; in 1w: ':.\1.'. 

ii-(' B:;j/('r:~ :JT,(~ :-:'; C'LtI:\d 

til lr(,Ycl to FL,(.;" :-,l:llc 

of runs. (:OI!,C;'t. 

,\rm,!mr,<:; C,!r:';C tn lif(' ilO""': .;..;,;,:".....;.:.----------... 
thp S('('(j!~d ~ ga~ne when tl!t) 

r:;~·,,·'.T~:ty Ic:!~~:Lt 1 r (',\;::de 
With the Twh a!,;1 '::;,.':ty 
Sf ':J!i!wles in a I:. p,m. 

n"(;in~!.~cd ;~ pair ftf rt:!~S 111 

Ill'" first inning In end :?l 
COl1\~;'cuti\"f' .~cort'!(':-.:i.) llH11il. __ ..... 

by \':::C pitr:iH'rs o:l'.i!:;: h<lc]; 
to tl:c LJl;i1 Georgi.! :,oln:l':,'/, 
1:;:!mc on ,\pril 18. 

tn til:!t inning, !:i .• /":' 
c;t,\l ,,';- [Jan D;:n!l'n \y;ili--.f'ri 
L'I1Jl [.;:;·m.':'cl, ,,:;(1 ;. 'H: I'D 

a'sil::~lc 10 Tnlll,';\': ',·.:liJrlll'·"l 
;,pd 'a dOllL:c' to l~!u~'e 
Cokman. 

In th(;:1' half (1: thr fir.ct. 
the !~i:r,crs b:J1TJ,:,C r··:p;tl(~(·l 
fc'r four rUI1."; OJ~ f~\-l! h;::-~ 
lr':.',li'::W~ doubles t,v G,'I:l' 
Ft'l:~, j{('.;isicr, ;;"j' ~Llrly 
Dj":'lp. 

Wi! hone nl<lll 0111. and li~(' 
hi;.';'" !11::{!,:d in t)w SCTOld 

inJlJIig, Petty caIne b,lCk tv 
1 !il' !JJuur.d mllc!! to 111(' 
('In:rin of the now l~J.lO 
rJl>~l\~:. 

Pr':" 1\1'("':[.> hilCk('d him lip 
\nih :~Il'j:C nl!t~tJnc1l1i~ il1fie1d 
pi"\" ""iI [,">i'" 'llil'\"('d only 
'\:0:'-: 'r'!!;,~' tJH:~·- ·r·~·,t' -;if 11~e wa\1 
ilh::,Ji!:n~: il home run l;y 
1>11 !. •• 'j in li't" firth. 

Iti ll;·,' V)~ll;;iJ of I;;~ ."cCOl1d 
fr: 11:,,'. 1);,' 13:'·'.'T:; j,:'d the
r:i!!.)C ',', ,LI :-'t.'\ ,,1. h , _, rup,~. 

!':lin !~";i'n did Jl' '; of Ihr 
d:ll11:.:;" :'s he I;ii ;. ::'::1" j)(.;nc 
r[;!) IlI:J sin:;le in ti.is innillg 
ril()nf', 

\',';( m:nk('d u;\ one more 
run in li1<' Ih:!·I.i \i'llf'n c:llchrr 
Hr:.:;1 '.:'.1 l~'ln\~> ri ODI lli~ third 
h,r r; tile dq to sco:'e 
Hr·,:!'!:'r. 

n,'i', C'I1. Fell S, anti. Dardrn 
;:1' , "ulkc\eJ a trio of hits 
fur 1l1C aflel'l1ooll. 

}'I 't~'r 1\'., .'; (; S' t ' 
Ann~f)'f~lI.z a1: r J~ hi<l,(,[,sra .~~ ~ hhil 

~~'-'~o(':l d J,~ () 0 Danipc dh -4 1 30 
C\ihlj.~'-i 3h 301 (I i;~'\'d'n cf 300 a 
};j;;i",srJrf 31)10Flil·,H 3011 
l~;l[ lil';!1 C 3 l) 0 0 i:r-:slr Ii .t 1 1 0 
y"r-Ij.:, 10300 0 1~j':,n'lH \~ 4122 
(;rilr:: • ." d.lt 201 a .~lftJrd::.11 3210 
::'P11: ~l!! Z CI 0 0 :-';'};l,IICr 31) 2 1 2 1 
Wolte ~ 0 0 C 0 Glu:;-h in 3 1 1 2 
~V":":- 2!> 1 C ~ 0 I'or;,·r, "" 3

00
1 01 oIl, 

F1J"~.: :r.r p 0000 Pf'Jly P 
Sil<'1111Ig U 1 0 1 0 I 

101tal; 26 6 5 0 Totals 198127 
,Arl11.'-if'l.n~ or~J C';):J 0-1}.. 5.2 
\'~ld("!,",l !-·tdt~ :~:) 105,,;--8.12.1 
F. r !r;~:i!:. V:('!Hc. Su.,~tJr,., 
PI' ~Idrl'~'" If) (;rrrn·,al:,;ll. Wulre to' 
"!t '\(111 10 1''';'1 h'IlU~': 
L(lH .\l"llo··r(lr1~ 5, \,SC ~. 
?Ii -"'1lI11tl('r 7. 
.'-n t{rrpl;\/ll 2. AJ(nnl. 
Sr'-, Frll •. 

P.Unt:":.:Inil1C'r (L 6·']) 
POlty m'·7·0) 

h,hrhIJ.O 
• 8 2 1 
7 S 0 0 2i 

.\rmstrol: ~ 
~F('O':'D Ci\;"f: I 

Va td.>'ta SI.1 I.e 
.all r h hi a-b I' 11 bi, 

!.1(,~t~ilJ d 
~nel1 fl'; }f 
BLllih I rf 
""1':"':'1 ~ h 
(;; ,i/;'n r 
(r}(c;:o.n ~~~ 

Tb."lIr.·tS :0 
W(IIlt.' :-5 
\r.iHlpr p 
H\,lj;.;:.~f p 
Lt-U'pr p 
~~l"i:Lir :~ 
')' I,'; r; J iJ" {' ~1 

Durli" pb 

3 0 1 0 h',I~' <1h 3 1 0 1 ! 
J 0 0 0 I~,r.\ -n d 3 2 3 J I 
3 2 1 I Fd:s If 4 2 2 1 
JI21!h.;.·tr rf 2212 
2 0 C 1 i:;;1I1111 c 2 1 1 I 
1 0 0 0 ·.:J.rd 20 1 1 0 1 
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"MeDiffitt, Blazers Rout 
n .•. Ii J7~,~ I . n -«fl-i·' oelnlrtOles" .1 u- . 

,,~~~~~~~;~·'~~:tt~l By J{,LlA~ ~IILLEr: 
T,l,LLAH,\SSEE, 1'1a --G~:1C 

Felt" e;I:1l11~' ,~f'pp('(l to thp 
pl,de hell' ',';('dnl';.,::I:, ni'~iit 
ar.l! ,,1;1111111<'<1 a tWO-dIll triple 
10 the Vlnn<!;\ Si;\I C T.'nivl:r-

big wins, was h1Vin~ a hard 
:lIlH~ hiding h,,, callI! il!'1~, 

hoI ding thf' now 26-20 
S,'min'!lc~ to a "in~lc tally in 

after moutltill.~ the !I-O lead, 
hut thp Setll1I1o:CS, ~dl er 
hflld:~I\! VSI' ~(~(lr('Ir~:; in I he 
{c·ttrlll,' :-.Ial h·d Ul11l:":S ~i~~lin 
\dh th{'l!' on!'.' rull in tli£' 
b'lttnm of tilt' [("allH', 

""J" 

;.",,,,;,; 

.i~ ."...~ 

-.,.~- !'ily rC\;lInin;: fl'IHT rtll:~ it Wil" 
;il! Sine \I(1)llfitl /iI'i'<!i'(' til 
rlqlk lip Ill" t1lini ~tr~;~ht win 
\)\"f'! ;111 O\Tr-r;;tr,d fof". 

Hilt ,)lImenl/(' forgl.t tl) tcl[ 
tr.e ::':':'1' :we;IIIT II I\;IS 

nowhere near all Valdosta 
-'to ,. I State ColJe;,:e wanl~d as they 
;> '. pounded out 14 hits and ;:dded 

'1 S0:ne nifty defensive work to 

t 
1 

1 
1: 

~~ 
,r 

, ... ·ia 

slauj.(·lf~r tr:e FSU Seminoles 
15-1 for their bi<~~i'~t winning 
m~rgin ('vel' over lhe Tribe. 

5TEVE 'IdllFFITT 
\'SC's Giant l~iIIcr 

The wide open \'ictory nol 
only avenged an (;arlier 6-3 
]C" to U~e Sf'nli'1I1I('~ in 
V;;]do-;t<l. but hoostrcl Coach 
TOi'l:l1Y T:liim::s' H!'ll.('IS' 

winninc: strr;lk tn ninc ~INI 
Ihpir Il\'rr;)!! I'l'cord til 2:)-~, 

And Thom:l''. who i~ u:n;dly 
5tr'lI;.:ht fJ('('d, e\TtI <InrI' Ill(' 

"r ani limill'd to d{';l!h," 
h(, hf'rllil"d ,dl(')' 1hl' Vi('tdl',", 

"I h:lvl' to think b:l{:k and 
lonk r(';d hard 1(1 lind :1 1)plll'l' 
ni;:ht for V;ilriO'il;; ~t;lte 
hi:I('L< ;\I1I! rill tilliill'd [Ill' 
Str'!e :l.kfliHltt 1';i,I) iJ:15 d'lJ1c 
it ;1:.::1;11 :I'::ljli,;t lop no!clwd 
Clllilji('tition." 

\1 ")'11':1, ;t frr'shlll:1I1 fl'o1l1 

Martinsville, W, Va. was just 
as thrilled. The con;,:enial 
pitt-her added the victory to 
his 6-3 decision over Georgia 
Southrrn CnilE-ge, r2.nked 
fouril1 natio:laEy at the tim~, 
nnd a win over Lp,\ is Colle~e, 

BaWin;; cold winds ancl a 
lotal of fj\'e Seminol;> pilche"s 
on a brisk April night, Ihe 
Bi;l7.el'S 111 :Ufl: .. tj dp [!tn'!' 

runs in c;wh of the first three 
innings, two t11'lr(' in the fiflh 
a twelfth in the ,'('\·('nth ,mil 
11"'111 nllt with anon·,fOr lim'(: 
marker" in the ninth while 

thr four:h. - " 
Fl'll.';' triple (';ill1<' ;;[11'1' FSI: 

piHlt'l' !lon Ikrrill'.; 11;,(1 
",ilk"" lr;\r!"fr b:ittl'rs 1);ln 
n,mll'1I ;lf1'.i (Tntnfif'hkr Sam 
J~q\\(n. TI1"n UP.' t;l1cnlcd Irft 
fll'ldl't' fi'illl l,::j.,l:inrJ, Cd, 

~('I!:·rd 1111 ~ ';;"IIf\'·e fh to 
rentl'i' h,': ri~ht flejd!T .)('l:Oll1e 

Hr!~I!::llT tn makr it 3-0, 
That was Clhlugh In win it. 

But the 13la,;("·:, hr!!an the 
runaway in the second when 
Jeff C;reenhalgh, wilo had 
tripkd, Bill Parson.;; and 
13(w:('n scored on two hits and 
two errors· 

In tllE' third Dan Alford, 
Gn'f'nhaL:h ,II1d Alford ;;corprl 
<l~ain, making ll.';f' of fOLlr 
,in,~]Ps, a fielder';; choice anrl 
a wild pitch to m:lke it !i·a 
;mrl VSC had alre,lelv \:11ne 
Ihrou:~h tlm'(' pit r.l1('r, , " ' 

H ~(,cll1f'd as thollgh li:e 
Blazer iltack \\l1ul<1 tailer off 

V (' s i ~ II :{ I r d hittrr .11Il1 
F!lx;rc'll cjnlj\):('<i, a!\v;ll1\TI! fin 
ZI i::t h:; (;1!lllr\'T:'!fl [.'-l;:ln;1 
;111(1 ~f'(l: cd on (1 fi.';,"!L'! ' .. ~ 
chqjl:r:: bv C~lr;!ls Lt("iJ;q. It 
W,lS ('nlll;.'~h In ~1'1 thl! Bl;lzcrs 
cranked lip agrtin. 
Parsons, llH'n gnt into tlte act 
the most of it. The shortstop 
s:nc:1f:'d and sCf.:red WI1\"n 
Do';,::n ~la?peri ();i~ \';;:C's 
!i:ir'! tr:p;e oi tlie nj:~llt.T:l{,n 
Bi)"';l'n c:-lIne home on Felt.~' 
third of four 1113l's fllr the 
night and the visitors hat" an 
11-1 lead. 

Pete nerves, ril!jw~ in fror 
I\!!',:::OIl:) thrn ~\)t into t;lC ;lCl 

3fh'r w;11k:;1'..!; ,HIO ~tcaling 
iilHlW flOr 1111' 12th run. 

1'11('/1 ·,1 itlt 11lil~t1\' Bl;m:-r 
slih, in the linf'up V~C went 

----.--

out in a final burst when 
Vince \~;;~a·~;~c, Fr1:.c:. :lI1d 
n(:gi.~:cr .'.;cnr::~,: on a . ..;:n·:~~p. 
a hit b::~:cr. !'.\q b~i"'C nn 
1):')1,", b·,) L,':dc-:·'s chokes 
and FSt .. ~ s';..!1 paul' uf Ihe 
ni::ht. 

.\l, .. 'n;:rl;~ ;l"-i:~~·':: Hnh' h~"i} 
h;1· tr" '''; ;:r:d ;;;:'j • .... ,i ~q:i:< f_ !:
nllJ~f: ~n h;~ f:"; ri '.\ ;;1, ~~';;'L;;':!.J 

111'· p"wCi f 'Jl F>;r '0\,< L~ to, 
1I1l].." rllur hit,. Ti1f' In" \\f'ot 
to ilcrrin;; to Ir',€'1 tllS rccrrd 
at ~-all. 

Fl'lt.~, :3 fi~5t te:Jrn All· 
Aa:erica se:€-,2~~·~,rl :a=t S~25(n, 
sbv,:;ei:: v;;-:,· ',l'~~~\ L;~::: t'.\,j h:ts 
and t!lJ:' ;~E~r.~. ir .... ~ Ii ~1e.; 
at bat. But P,!r'Ir., hod the 
be"! n;D,r.t of r.:.- C;j~fer, 2 iing 
three for th:-l"2, 5:~c,rjng ti1ree 
r~~s ,~~d bJltn~ 1I1 t·",} r;:her 
B ... zu ,. 
Th~ \·~~:d;\~·1 ;'::':' hi~~S th~ 

rpao ;~:~a~n ~C1::,::·d:·l} .. t?k~ng 
('n Soulhrrn Tf-ch ~;i \l~nC'~ta 
fnr a Stl::~h .\~i;:iq!IC Con
fen~nce doubiE'hea<\('r, 



;\1 AfU Kl'TA ._- Gr11(, I'l%; 
pu.'.;hro in SIX runs in ! lie first 
gnme and Valdosta St;ll(~ ('nil· 
ege scored 1lI:1' Illll r;leh in 
Ihe j<lst SIX innlllC;s of an exll':! 
inning lli~h1l':1f1- to .r~ile the 
Blazet's two \'ictories (}I't'r 
Soul hrrn Tr<:h in <I Sout h 
Atlantic Conf('rcnce bas('!Jali 
twin·bill Saturday. 

Fel!.<;, \'SC'.' AI1·.\l11eric;1I1 
Ip.fl fielder ~l;ill1ll1ed four sing· 
les in five tilllCS at 11;11, SCOl·· 

ing one run hlillself <tnd !J;iI· 
ting in 0111' cach in tlv.· 
first <tnd ~(,c()l1d and t\\'o (':1ell 
in thr fourth ann sixl h to !e;ld 
the mazers in their 18·3 on· 
slaught. 

And in the second game the 
Blazers ~I()\','I~' I'cg;Jilled their 
composure \', illl a slea(ly 'Il· 
tack to lie the gal11e Ihe <Ill III 
the last framc and with Ii·S 
when ,Jerome Hegi.';tcr singled 
Bill Pett\' 11111))('. 

The srcflndgallle had it's 
close moments, ~l()ng With 
it's cOnll'tl\·cr'''ies. It was then 
\'SC's .~1:1I' l't'lll<'rflcldrr, Sam 
Bowcn, assistant CO;1ch Dave 
W;lples and man;H.!CI' Larry 
Rancl\' were ejected from the 
gamc. 

BOII'C'n was ('jedI'd when lie 
protested LI callrd third strike 
that hlHI hit tllr dirt, <lc('ordll' t.: 
In \\·ap!('s. lI(';ld coach Tom· 
IllV ThOll1as tried to c1is(,IIS~ 
the ejl'clion Ilith thr Ililidr i lt· 

ifird CmpllT bill the \Imp ,1(1)1' 

peel whcll I\';!plr~ approachl'd. 
"Do YOU 'S;lllt 10 go to OJ{' 

bll~ too'?" Waples quoted Ihe 
limp. 

"Ynll mis';rd one." Wap!c';; 
answcred. He was sellt to til\' 
bus. Bul latN Oil \l1H':1 the 
Ulllp S,{\\' 1;;IIlC\\" 11110 II(';IJ'" 

<I branl and l(Jll;': h;lir. IInli!;!' 
the coach hl' mistOOK him rill 

tile <:lral1·~h;l\,(·l1 W;lp\('S and 
:;;tartrd to tlmm him flilt 

allain. 
•. ) Iil:HIe a mi.'itakr," l'aid 

thl' 11 111 p. 
"YIlII ('1'l't;III1I\' dICI 111;I].;l' 

;1 mislahl'." an' rnsultrd H:t
IIrw repl iNI. 

"No\\, yllu'rr ;::t)I1<'," till' 11IIIp 
tllltll!rl'rd. 

Tllr m;;/(>1 S, IIIlW 27·8 (lvC'r· 
all wilh a IH SAt: IYllrhsllc"t 

hI' unrli"puit'd pn',:,(':,-I"11 nr 
fllsl pl:wc iii l!;" IlrdJII1'~ 
,·ol1lt'l'rl1(·" 1;;;'.1 iiltle I:"ilh!c 
in Ihe first ~"JI'('. St;lJ Illl~ 
oif \\'Ith :1 tIll ['("1'1111 tllllillll.ct 
1)1 thl' fir,t ;;1'01 I'SII in ti,l' " .... 
pn~1 tl]('\' ('xp;md,<'d ;1 51·1 It,;od 
1<1 Ihe is·3 111;11';.:ln. 

1'1((' sl'('on<l g~l11l' \I'~S al1<1lh· 
;'1' .,Inl'v ... :: n;p ;In'' iud; 
air;,,1' 1'0 thl' fin!>il. 

Southl'l'n jumped ,lIlr;1(1 in 
1111.' bulttllll III till: initi;t1 fLlmf' 
11'11('11 I;o<ltrey ~Lln1ille\l a tl\ q. 

HIli homr1'. 
\'S(' didn't gel in tin 1 ilP 

sL'l)rin::: act unlll the t.lp II( IL<.~ 
tll1!'{1 II'hen Ihe~' \)('::::n Ihrlr 
PII(,'PC), illnin'.! r;Jll\,. Ti.1' i\i;:z· 
rl'~ tied it lip in Ihe InUl'Ih ;It 

2.,,11 nnlv tn S('(, the Ilorlwts 
lake tl1e'I(';1(1 again \Iith a :-il1' 
gil' )'un in the bflUom of Ihe 
frame. 

VSC (I{!dcd a run each in 111(' 
fif1h and sixth nill~' 10 )ie,' tll~ 
Jlnrr1l'io; lil' it :l:~;lin \\'ilh ;1 11\'0 
run olltbUl'st iIi Ihe botttli11 tlf 
tile sixlh. 

Jn 1111' t(lP of tl1(' sel'('lIlil, 
Slcve Sumner's clutch slil:.:lr 
~clIl'ed ])"I'yl "ran~l1n 10 til' it 
;It ~·all ano ~rll\ the ;,?;"mc illtn 
C'xlra innil1t.:s. 

1t was th{:n. in Ihe tllP of Ihi" 
t'i"ht Ilith two ;1\1';IV Ih;t! r:,·:~· 
i,i~~I' sin~led Pet 1:-: hlll1l1' f'll' 
tilt' II'il1ning run. 

D:111 Darrkn, 11\111 1('\1C'I"<1 
1< 1:l 1'1111.:': I'll I' hel' 1):111 ( '11 MI· 
\\'il'k in tllc sl:;lh llit'n ~trll!k 
(1111 Ihe ~Id(' ill Ih" hn1\(11l1 (If 
(hI' (l'al11(' 10 n:'(,~I'I'I'r 1 he Will: 

\);lI'(lrl1 pil:krd up tll0 Will 

f(ll' !lH' BI;lit'r,. hi" fiflh in 
S('\'['ll d(,l'I~i,,/I.';' J:l!'k BIIII'l'I';, 

11'1111 lurned tl1(' hill fliT)' to 
:\lart\' Leliit.'s In It1(' ,ixth I\;r~; 
nC'(\iir<i \1'ill1 II~I' \\'in, hi.' (ifth 
in :l~ 111;1111' ~\arl~. 

"It W;I~ !.;·,",d fnr IlS Ih~t Wf' 

got ~cal'rd," !'did ThIll11;IS ;i(. 

11'1' hiS J}l;l!rrs \\'1\11 thr:r l11h 
:itr;li~hl ,L!:lIII!' "TlIat ,:"111:11 
lI1;d\(' II.'; pL:,I hal'de'r " 

'Ill(' I:l;i;"I., lr.I\'rl III ('Il· 

11,'llhIIS TllrS(i,i\' ftll' :1tT1"'1l'1' 

~.\C 1\I'l!1·hlll.· T1H'lr :';:11111' 

'111h Slwl'll'l' !'l·it.'dll!l'd I .. ;,., 
JlI;I~('<i tllda~' \\;IS {,:lI!('ekd dllt' 

(('ontinllC'cl on I'a~c HI") 
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Blazers Rally ~ T,l ~ '. filA ,It .. 0 JL ~/l te 

By STEVE ROBLRTS 

The C1:lCh Intlln;! or ~~m 
B<J":€ll a'ld D~rrrli IJra'j;lm 
in tho f:r'l :~:l:P and ;,tr,-,<lv 
Ih:r=-!':t P !'-:1:r.;! by r.ie;'; 
Ell,;' .:-r;. Hi ~~l(' r,j~'I~ca'p Pll~Td 
tnt" \"fi lIJ'1:-" a ~ta~e (\'i;~::e. 
tlvr;'< h 1-,1 ~r.d 2-{ rJ~tnn'\5 
O,Pf arcn-,i\i11 \\"c.ot Georgia 
Col!c:;!' ~J::day afternuon at 
B:3zcr Fi'.':d. 

Tte B:az"'-s had to ClOme 
from be:-.:::j in both games 
and by doing ~I) impro';ed 
thei!' (';e~a:J record to 31-10 
llnd !h':ir :E'-'::;'JE'-:9:d::1? Sl)uth 
Atl.:nLc Con:2;<2!1Ce v.-()rk~heet 
to i ,1.2, 

The v":;:r ~ f,;'d':rc:. \\11(') 
h;'.-j 1'1 f,,:",'I: ~n \'in.) fflr 
pl~\;":: n j'-":,_,:,'r, ph\!'r. 
F~\; thrir !"{'('O!'* drop to -4·3j 
and :\-13 j ('>pecti,'r!y. 

,p Two Fro111 Bli9aves 
The opener. which was 

mar red by controver"y 
re,ultillg in VSC coach 
Tpj11111\' Thn'1QS bl"Il" f'jrcfpd 
in the' u',Pnm of lile-" ~r\e!;ih 
l!Jnir,;::, wa:s a nip-and-Iuck 
afr;iir, 

Wrft G('flrgia broke f1n tflp 
in the fir'! inning with a Iwo
(Iut r;lll:: that produced tllO 
rullS, Ed Lewis singled off 
Blazer ~t;irter BUI Petty and 
mow,! to second on a walk 
to Tim Dc-Cmon. Barry Evans 
follnv.p.d with a sir.gJe up the 
m:ddle, scoring u":is and 
Ch:l"il!2 Dedmon to third. TIle 
Bra ';I'S tDen faked a double 
stea!. and Drdmon raced 
h,-':-r,c \i h~!1 a n~lstrrcd Petty 
l!;rc',\, tn ,<ccon<i basco • 

\·<l~\ln,.;t;1 StiliI' marie il cloS(' 
in fhr third 111]('J] PCli' He('l'p, 
workerj Br;!Vc slarter Jeff 

Bennett for a walk and ~I.'(lrcd 
whcn Bowen lined a double 
to the gap in lrfl-crnll"f fwId. 

f)flll'CIl ;::ot the nJ~'7,CI'~ C'.Tn 
III tile m;tll wiih iI line dn\'p 
h'"11C run I,) :-tr~d'jil ;l\QV 

left to open the inll1ll2, :\f:P'r 
fllle nul .Teromc nr::;i~fer 
sin:.;lrd to ri,c:lll and scored 
the go-ahead rur. whell 
Branam drilled a double to 
left-center. 

Bennett was injured on the 
play when Rfgister ae
ci<Jentally ran over rim after 
cros,c:ing 'home plate. He was 
tJken to South Georgia 
:'ledical Cenler but later 
returned. The lnJury was 
di;i;;r.o'l'd as a bruise to the 
]0\\('( back are:., 

Rkk Camp l'f'p!aceo B,'II-
11f'1\ and rnord tll!' I',d!\' with 
two quick strike ouls, ' 

Wrst GeorgIa tit'd thr g;Il11f: 

aG~in in the ~r\'rllth 

Dcdllllln \\;;lk<'d, llI(",'rd III 
sr~_'Clnd on :l ~:I!1'~~C by j;li'l-itrrl 

WO'ld '.lll'! :,t-PITd II h'll Y',C 
third h;jl..,"!JFI1: ~!i_'V(" S~::illi('r 
bO()lr-;j ,Jim .r{)I!;~,'O!l':; ;(I'()Ill1d 

b;lll \\il.h 1\\(1 nut. TiC l;l;!i['i"~ 
,ll"gued t(1 no a\,ilil that Ihe 
bJil Wil5 foul, and the t~'i!1g 
run cc'u!1teJ, 

Tiloma..'; got his early 
shower in the Blazer half of 
the serenth when p13te lim
piff~ Jame, ,Jen,,jnc;'; caned 
Jill.' fil;;t p:leli to ]f'Jd riff 
kltt"r l\e·'·.I" a ~: rike. Tile 
B~,:zcr hi ;-i~1 C(j~)(:1 q:lc . .;;io;,pd 
the ('~1Jl. rna;nt~;.;;l·r; it W;1~; 
](HV. bdt .Jrnn;I1,~·'" \\'ho ~)lso 
mad" thr r~jr b;tli c;;![ ill fhe 
fl'iI l\,df of lht' II1J,:nj!, ;'i'
p:I!'rl;tly h'irl had enoll;!h <lnti 

nlnzer Bn_\.e~ 

W!:SI GTOfif,L\ .l';f; "~I (ftMT!.1 '-"C 
allrr."~ tt''''r1"l~~1 ~~r~""'t ~'r!-;bl 

p~\1'!1I!' ~h J 0 IJ n D,:IT'~"!" d.~ .(: r: li ~-'''I! 2~ 3"! 1 "'I J"l'!"1~n -:~ ,j 1 () 0 
Tp.,;rqrt JOO(')r.n'~(!'Irf 4~'}~1n\:'\r!r 3"-1IiF.···.lf'J'I,f l(1C'1 
vl.t;.slf 311fJl·r!'-.l( Jn1r.L""·',,:c J,1"1)1;'~:r 
~i;r. ,n!'f 1 20 0 R":';'-'",-T rf 3 ~ 1 0 O,~rL1H',:'1 rf 3 0 '! C r.r'!~ _~,.''''r rf 
F.";:;n~ j!) 30' i tn':am c 3022 F:,,;tf1::, Ji) 1 r} 0 n r.~.1n.-i'':j C 

"r,<)1 Ijh 30'1 {'I ,\l:~l~J iiJ 3 .j C {) \(,n(,': 1f 200 ': \::0:,1 L~ 
JJ:ocl c 2 0 0 () ~>:n1nf"f:h 2 0 (j 0 R'); .... r.~ dh 3:'; ~ \) 2. ~!i,.;) ::.~) 
Joh ..... ;;oo 5S 3 COO Grn;11;,h 1;) 300 0 J(I~Hl;~iln M 3 1 1 ~ G:-n!'f ~1~ In 
£.awards :;b 3000 n,,',es 5S 21 10 E·:',·a!\l.i 3b 1 0 ~ 0 1'.<, r.; so 
Bprul.tt p 0 0 0 0 Pttty p 0 0 0 0 ,:Hnp p 0 0 0 <I Btl"ers p 
Camp p 0 0 0 0 C.l~'? P 0 0 0 0 

= (\ t:t 1 
2 0 1 1 
3 0 n • 
3 0 1 0 
j 0 0 0 
2 1 1 0 
200. 
00.0 

Ro~ers ph 1 0 0 0 ~." ,>irk, 0 0 0 0 
1'<".1" 2S 3 4 1 Total, 27 4 1 ( T"tJI. 23 1 3 a To:aL. 11 23 2 

'"'l Ca, (;-)1) 010 ()...~.J.1 
w.-t Ga, 2(00 COO 1-~_4-0 \'SC OCv c~o x-2.3-l 
YSC C01 C02 1~·7~1 E - Ei.osr.QF. \'c\\k:ri-':, Loa - ~I"€st 

f: - St:mn.r, l.Oll - II'r':t Ga 3. Co, •• \-SC '. sa - ,\llord. S - Ed. 
\~SC I. ?3 - R(!'_\ l~r.. Rran~;T1. If!1 - 41'(13. 

BOWII!'l. ~B - Jo~elt.s, P":':':'nO:1. n~r~f>r •. 

!lennrl! 
l;;unp )1. 2·1) 
PeW; ,W, 9·1) 

ip h r rr hi') li~l.UI1)1 
5 1·35 j J 2 ~ ",kirk '1.. ~-] .. 

'1-31 1 1 3 3 ;<)'.\'f," 'I\', ~.OJ' 
7 4 3 2 , 7 \ P - R'." .... 

iv II r or hI> AO 

l 100 2 2 
, , 0 3 2 
3 , , 2 • 

ll~kNl Thomas to [('we ('arl~'. 
Wil':'n play rC:-UITII'd. HCE'V{,3 

",!",~:!,'d [0 n:~ht uut \I"~.; 

['liT"') ilt ,'Ct''lilJ on IJJIl 

p~ :"""l':~ ilJ!C:lip!I:'! :,JITj:;r'c, 

J~1r\r':1 ;-..!r:l('1\ It!;!, ~j:!~ (~I,"nc 

Fe;!:; and l;p:;;c,Ir;.I,I"",l In 
In::'1 I he: bel ,('~ ill"l Ii!:," .1111 

dr!!\'c['cd a..:~lin \\:\11 a 11J1e 
uri'>E' oH tl~c third 2J.'C'!;-:;;n-s 
glo\'c l,\"hictl s(;r>:-cd Ddtden 
witll the wir;ninz run, 

Pett::, ',\::0 al(o' .... "'<l just four 
hits <ill:! .:I;u; k out ,.;e':e:1 , won 
hIS nin:h pinp. rrr the :f'ar 
:l;!:Ii;~:;t fin)," O'lt' lr,.~,. ('imp 
\',J t<!;:,'yd '.',ilh h:.., third ieJ's 
n~~ : ·l' ~ ~. e~H' in fi;£ ofLcial 
d~\: ":~ln:'. 

In I i~ (' r:tt h inn!!]:! of the 
~pci):'td g:~rnf:' ;If:('1' WI'."'f 
( ;("'1'::';1 h,:rj "Cll~ cd ;m 
t1nel1rnco run. the Blazers 

1 

tonk ad\'anlii;e of nr~v\! 
rei i eve r Paul :\e\\kJl''''s 
\\:!{J;~": . ."i 10 score the ;;ame-
\\'::l:;ill:': fUP:". -

.fr!"r ~ C;i't.:':~Jli~?',,:0 ~:l:-~~~d 
\',lIil ll!lf. fllll ;;::d \~.rrt !'-I r::I;'1j 

\1. :!~~:~ ~r\', ki!~: ! ;·ll'f'.\ D;trd .... n ':;: 
i",1\1 ;I\\a',' g')',;P;1 I',;!lk,'.-j til 
II)'Id the h:!.'c". 2',d \:',\ ~:;rk. 
\\ );1) h~d relined ('amp 10 the 
foult11, then wa1,:::'G Felts dod 
R(~istc'r. fc,rc;nz :~: t~.t.:) r:.::'!~. 

£:0\\ pr.:: t;1~!1 r-2tl.n,~.j t-,~; ~j~t 
~!X Bra ,'f, in 0iG:?f !(J rec:r'd 
h:, ~:X'!l \'J! ><; "f th~ } far 
2;}"ir~~t. T;n {!~'l:'~:~;~~ 

\'d~d':.~~a Siatt:' ~,:,:'::i ~2:;in 
tOday. tra\·elin~ to' A:·~J~:~.v· f:~!r 
a 6 om. 2·~lme '.1·J~h :~le 
.\l:);!nJ~ ~t~;te :,l.tm". 1::t1 [;.-:<11 
h(l;l~P. 2~! ~11C or thr yea:' is 
Ti;ur"d!\ ',\'nrJ1 ,hI: E::n1s 
('~:I::~.~ If) H:;!lPr Fleid for a 
~:];j p,m, ~ame, 



To! :11l1 V Thomas announced 
r.lol!(i;I\· 'lii~,111 lie has withdrall'n 
hi;; 1',1:,/"1 S lrom Ihe N:ilion:t1 
As:-,o"11I iOIl of Jntl'l'Collt'gilile 
AthletiCS Dislrict 25 tournament 

L;Ji,I'idllol, Flu" \V;lS .'['II'clr·d 
;is III" "ill' for 11H' second \'(';'1' 
bl',';lIh(, Iii!' l"III'Il •. IIIlCIlI ;1t'111 d Iv 
s!iO\\j'd:;}II'\\ I:d a prllfit (I'III;! 
gJle 1'1'('1'1111, 1;,,;1 Sl'aSlin. 

·'TI",/,,. ;1/ (' a lot of sl'llOlib 
.in Ihl~ division," Tholll",'i (If· 
IL'refi." ;11111 Ibe f;]('t tliat thre(' 
Flol'1d~ sl'illJlIls \~t'l'e selected 
ju"t i~(Ies as a credit to the 

I~'pe b.lsehall they play down 
thrrc. And being the only out·of· 
statl> tj'am srlcclcd miIK!'.s it 
pVl'n lTiore prestigIOus for us. 

VSC Scc(lc(l First 

r a Ilj f, t, t a S~~lj,:~ rJJ,!t'~{":) 

BL,/ers at·! h~·>·l,·J fll:> f1jl!i.{· 

awl what IS L:,:cd as ~,n 
(:\l'l;\UaJ shO\\'do';;n \\ tIll Ihe 
tean1 th.ey ~:~lned I)~.it i!~aip"'1 
tn dt·(·:;.J(· 'I"no r('ni· •. •· .. J\:1t~ !he 
2;) t h (~; .. ,!,l:~ in \ ,\i!/):::1I 
Af:j:l;(':~ pL.: .... 

('"" il T":11I11Y "i."ilL" :' "d 
hIS m"/"I" :] ,I. I'l' h,'ell 111'.1 1('([ 

to) P";' DI.'! 11\.: :!.-:1 pl:i:- 'Ith In 
drknd t!;f"1' l:tll' ;,' Iii ... "Ilmher 
Ol!!' ~;·f,;'.'d '<. ;im ;,t 1l!1' S:liJ!'1cr 

Ct l >\~C dol,in!)!}!! \\'l::l!~('.'.l:!y 
5:1 ., :'.r'., lI,,\";,. Ii ,,,. ~'2 7 

o\'erJ:l ;!:d t!;(' (;"':'~:a In· 
tt'rclJ:i\'~;;;~r :\ 1 h It, I J C ("11.

1 

fe:'eJ;j~e' Ch:,!11P!O!lS. are :<€2ccd 
secor.d w,t.!! C'lUll,!'lll~ C')Jle;;e's 
CI~!::::'!,.'. :!:l·~I, ~e('dC'd ti:ird .• 

"1 r~':~ ~,., :~·t!! ':(':l~;~ .:1 ~11C fOJr. 
1c.,C!J , .. ".:~ -: ~.:~:.2·!:~' . ..In t{)~lr· 
Ll.::<: IS <L:i to be {;uid€,d 
ar.d i; :1 t -""':~r tJ(·t"U~('!1 BPITY 

(,o:li'~.'. P:c'!J::"'ilt lUlU (;eor~ia 
Suu: ~l'\ \""·~'.-·rn C .. :!Jt.~: e. It could 
b\..' t:" .,~t d :\~': iJle a.'-J .\lc1nd.lj, 

'j ~a' E... :".';;, \\ L I ;,1. \.:(~d thir"d 
in I.," \.\1 \ !::it··I:d! \OUf'
n,dll, ',t ;n f'i:"I'[!IX, .'Hi!. List 
~p~t."iJlI. ~-l;'(' :;;l'hr·~!t:lf'd to Or-("R 
play \\(-',;11(,.,,:1.1:' ;It 1 p.m. 
a~;'i:l" !~;r f,,'.;1 Iii :--f'{·,kd II',tn1. 

S!1,,:;' " ~I)(l Cn"lmiJu5 are to 
~ot:,i:'f'\ :.1; ;f ~ r "l~, 

·Th.:, \'.-.1, 1,,:: -. h;.lt l " {f)r 

eA::-.tC!",;.: '1 r.Jr.~d,l·.' at 11 i1 m., 
accOldlOg lo the s(hcdu!e. while 

: till' \\ !Jili":.;; pLy Dt 2 p.m. with 
ct Ih'ld :!;!ifl(1 :d :\ !).rn. 

Fl ;,\.,\ '.' 'I:ei.:ll' lla3 thu first 
c[,:nnrt(:,fj·.h;p .~!::~l;e at 1 p.rn. 
\':i:h lhe: .'('(ood. if 11('l'ded, at 
4 r m. 

'J h,' HI;,lir.; p'hll'd a 3:1·10 
rr'c'nru .' 'J L,t' tlti~ 'f';I.',1I1 lind 
I';:jdi:rl::~ \110'\ 111 ~t Sdtllh 
\ 1 1 ;1 n t Ie C"Il/('rf'Ill'l' ('i1all1-

ill"ii'h,p. Ti<\ ;11'1' sl'h('~!1i:('.l to 
\\Hid lip \11(' ,e:i.'ilil S;llurl!ay 
I,jth :1 tI"ul)l('i({,;,(\f'r il:~alnst 
S.\f' fiie .\u).!ll\ta Collr~c in 
.\1l.!Il,';! <t. 

\,Sl.: ('i"'.'llid it'., \<';i,on 
d.·;lin.,1 t!:r 11<nd;". takIn;'; 9-4 
iii;d 7 .. \ vlcluncs III the twin·bill. 

"S"IlW of Ihl' IJiI:'i '.\('Iep·l't' n iml'lp, .. ,'d hy l!l(' 'II VI'lIllla ;;III'lill;;IW;;:]} rrll:J5 

,!i,'<lt,pllinl('d. TIJ .. ,~, f,11()\'I \\,11;;11 !1r"r("~I('f1;ill.'dll alld lilll'.',(' l}Jf' a b"jl!J JII li](' .'iC'.\,\ n!II";~al 
till' .\:.\1:\ tlllll'lI<1IlH'1I1 i,,> alld' \t,\,\ IHlh llilo h.d)(ll!n~ It, n :>IJIIIl;.;fiCld. 111. the (oililwing 
'I ;lIlt 10 ::il'l: II ;'lIlIth('l' II'\'. Bll! tOI,rnal11('111 \1('1'" 

1 think ilfI('r Ihl~ line, ,illl or "l'l'e ;lire;"t\ 1)('('11 fjll".';llllllf'd Ill' "1'1", 1111 h"ni "'r1IIl~ 
lose, 111I'j'II n';lIlzl' tlH'Y'VC I.y IIlI' \"11',111111 (:l)tIllllltlce 011 1'1111111,:.: 'Iflll\ lit.: \.\1.\ (Ill 

milde il ~I(,ilt step /(llwi!l'(L !llayl'f' clI~iiJilll~' iliid \1I!'r(' 1.;I·OPP,Il" filII IIf till, tlllJrrLllll':nt 

"j :u'I/11'II\' e)t's \\dl he lIpOIl 'I'Pllfl,"d II • .',{'nd III 111 . .'r:l1l1'C1'lhl')" h:11I all'I'ddy ilfTrpl1 d. 
liS III Ih,s 111I!rllill11t'nt Ih;m OIl to Ihe SdIlH' ('111'<:1 llii., "\,.,,k." "II ',',iI'; Ill!'! \lllh /!,!\,'d 

!he I'..ly up tt) Ihe ;'1;:\1.'\ 1I;1I:01l;t! WIJ('J'eas the DI.'I1'Icl 25 "lIl1ltioll'i, I'm .'>ure," T'lOnlas 
I0I1I'II;tIIlI'1l1 alld since we'll be to urn am e nl \l'llllld h;il'c ('xpl;linf'd. ' ~lIllle of lhe players. 
"laYlni~ III Florida tlH'rr will Ill' C]lIali!led VSC for the NAJA e:pl't'lally from Shorter wanled 
,Tlore p/'(} stoul.'; IIt<'re thall Area V IOllma nlt'nl , a Sll'ppill;l 10 play us again. But they 
\II"ve !!Vrr S('/'Il Ill'flllr.." slOff(' to Ihp Nallonal tour· i.ndl'rslood that if w(' g,)t this 

Thomas .said he hil.'i already naml'nt. thL NCAA lournament bid W" d have to lake II." 



r.~, s'n;n: IWBERTS 

LAKI';L;\~j), FI:I.-\";tld".,l:l 
~Ialr Collr)::r. willC'il 1'11<1('<1 t\](' 

l'rglli;tr ~(,;ISOIl III ;1 nit Il';ll 

h1ttlllg ~lul11p, rxplllrlPd fill' 16 
hit~ and tl\O ~lx·rUl\ innlng~ 

hpre Frid;JY til b\lr~' thr 1l:lrd· 
hitting TIollilis CnJl('~r ']';II'S, 

]:1·6, ir. the ()pellin~ gamr of 
the :-;CAA South Atlantic 
Region tournament. 

The boomint.: bats of .T<'rome 
Regis!rr, Darrell Branam, 
Dan nardl·n. ,jf'ff Gr,enhalgh, 
and nan Alford. brnu.t.:lit 11OI1W 
10 of the Bl:u,Pt's' 1:1 runs :tnd 
brought VSC out of the reccnt 
skid at the pLlt!'. 

Anrl the hi.~ Illtlil<g day 
could n()t h;I\,(' ('onw at a 
bl'llrr timl' Il('l';tll.-;{' llir Tars 
would not glVI' lip. rapplllg 
out 12 hits of their own Cllili 

Alford's sacrifice, Greel1-
halgh's s;lcrifice fly and a 
walk to Frlts. 

But thl' ;trtl'moon SllIlIl 
hrcanw trnsr a~ail1 wlwil 
M e D iff itt allowed four 
slJ'aight hit~, thr hig hI 0 IV 

being ,lohn CastillO':, threc·run 
homrr in the fourth. 
The 1enseness remained until 

the big VSC se\'('nlh, which 
de s t r () y e d any Rollins 
comeback hope's, 

Thomas wa.s both plrJsrd 
and rrjic\'('d fol1owir;g 1he 
exdting, widf',oJX'1\ contpst 
and was full of superlativ('s 
for' the ('ntire tC':1I1\, 

"It's just great to win, ~rhe 
first g:ll1lc· of a doubk' 
eliminat Illn tournamcnt is 
wry important and this puts 
us in good shape. 

"Obviously. 1 am pleased to 
sre us hit the ball the wav 
we did, Nobody down here 

.. 

BanI')! 

111 Opener 
('uttlllg an C'<lrl~' 7·0 VSC l(>ad 
t .. if; 111 11](' flflh Inning. 

TliI' lil'tllll (II til(' liollins 
1';111\· \\';IS r r (' shill ;1 11 

l'I "111 h;\IIil('r Stcyr ;\!e])iffllt, 
\vho ('outdn't s\;lJld prosperity 
;illd gan' liP four runs in thl' 
tlurd. 

11(' jumpl'd hack into trouble 
ill til" fourth :Ind head cO:lch 
Tommy Thomas called on aCt! 

rrlien;r ;\1<1ri\' LcFiks to shut 
<lllwn tht' ralJ'ying Tars, 

l,pFilps J'C'spondcd in the 
f.l1l1th, getting out of a bases
l(1;ldl'<\ siluatioll, but gave up 
111'0 lwparncd rUlis in 1he fif1h 
\\'wn left fielder Gl'ne Felts 
mi'i·played a ground balJ and 
tIlt' Blazer's lead hali been 
reduced to one run. 

The' Valdosta State bats, 
Irhlch shellr(\ Hollins' ~tarter 
Hl;jkl' Lorenz for eight hils 
;11](\ s('\'cn 1'1111" in the first 
t\l'O 1I1nings, were silenced by 

kr.rw what In cxpect from u.~ 
<llld to be honest l1C'ithcr dirl 
}, 

"We have I)('rll a .Jehll ;111e1 
lInip tram :1.' far <is nul' 
hittIng i~ concl'J'nrd, 1 .:ust 

hope we didn't usc iC all up." 
ThOIl1;JS lI':lS also bcanllllg 

a hout the' relief job turned in 
bl'LeFiles. 

'''What else can we say 
;lbollt the guy'? He just comc:o, 
in and docs the jol), He \Ias 
super, just ,slIper." 

Thomas wa.<; very mueh 
imprrssrd with the" hittinl; 
H()llin~ .shmn'd and said th:lt 
marie lRFill's' effort e\'en 
more fanta.stic, 

"Thry were billed as the 
O('st hitting tea m in the 
tournament, he ~'Iid. "And 
t hl'~' lived up 10 that billing, 
They hit it well, but for· 
tunat('l), so did IH', l\ow wc'v(' 
got to see if we can keep 

Tilt' rrlir\'('J' Br:ld BC'nson 
1111111 tli(' ~C'\'C'uth. 

1:llt BI'Il:'lIn nil 0111 of .!;<lS 
111 tile sel'l'nth fr:II11(', and the' 
Hl:lzl'rs rOlltN! him :1110 11',1) 
III her relicvl'rs jill' fh'C' hits 
tll;l1. produced :"IX runs and 
finally pu1 the tourney opcrlrr 
on icC', 

Excrpt for the Jifth. L .. 'Fiks 
\\:1S Imlliant ill relief, lIe 
s(,<lltered five hits, walk('d 
Ollt', and fanned two to pick 
up his s('cond win or the ye;]l'. 

Ld<'jJes' support in~ cast 
was e qua 1 I Y brilli;lI1t. 
H c g is tel', Br;\Il1lam and 
)'J;I\'df'n ripped 1111('1' hits each 
and drove in six: runs among 
them. AIrord's ba~es·loJded 
double drove in runs ei~ht and 
nir,e to highli~ht 1he bi~ 
s eve nth ;]nd Grccnh;]lgll 
knocked in a pair of runs with 
tW() hils, 

Except for Felts' bool in the 

it up." 
1n lhe lournf'v's ~econd 

.~ a m I' Fnday: Eck£'J'd 
(ollcgc's Trit;ms hang(ld nut 
14 hits to upset host Florida 
Southern, 8·5. 

Tholllas .L::Jrl' tlIp nod to 
southP:IW Bill PC'lty, ]0·1 to 
start· tn<lrt~"s g rt III e against 
Eckerd, which is to begin at 
5:30 ]1.m, in :\1archant 
S1adium here, 

A win to<\a~' will put the 
Bl;tzel's in the tourney finals, 
heglnning at ]::10 p.m, Sun
liav, A lo.~s sends them into 
a do.or·dl!, batil(> at 8::10 p,m. 
today agalllst the winner of 
t h(', Holhns- !'llinda Southern 
game, whieh started at 1:30 
p,m. 

Th<, tourn;H11<'nt wir.J1(~1' 
reprf'sents the South Atlantic 
Begulil in the :'\CAA Finals 
(])ll'i~iCln 11) in Springfield 111. 
nl'xt week, 

fifth, Iht' milzers w('re tough 
ddl'l1sivrl\', 

CCiltl'rfi('ld S;11ll Bnwrn 
)l1:l<ll' :l great nllllllT1~ catch 
ill thl' fourth, ;1r.cl third 
h ;1 .': (' !11 :t n SI rvC' Sumner 
prl.'l-'{'ntrd the tyill.~ run from 
'"'lll'Ing with a super play in 
tIll' .';('I'cnth, flagging down a 
sharply hit ground ball and 
turning it into the third out. 

The Blazers st:lI'tcd out on 
:t po . .;itive note in lhe first 
illllln~ when Darden scored on 
Heglster's wind, blown double. 

VS(, increased thp lead to 
7-0 and chased Loreltz in the 
second, ;]nd it looked like an' 
(':1.'\' aft<'rnoon for McDiffitt 
and the Blazers in this, their 
fir.';t trip ever 10 an NCAA 
event. 

Pet e Ret'vl's. Sumner, 
n;\I'den, Bowen, J{egister and 
Brar,;lIn all harl hits in the 
i n 11 i n g wrapped around 

Hl"z(>r~' Box 
HI(' 

oh r h rhl Ith , h rbl 
1. •• 1.0' In 5 1 10 n .. Mn dh 53·3 I 
It~T'1 rl S 1 1 0 nO\\tn rl .4 1 1 0 
C.llln>n rlh 3 1 1 1 Fdl. 11 3 1 0 I _ 
('''''lIno. If .5 '] 3 J ftr';::I.",If'r rr '" 1 ·3 , 
(,Ot'\7 c· 50 '1 0 grall~m r .. I J 7 
~11"1UIlIl') Jh 401 () n('C\('~,." .. 210 
Sllllth .... ' .. 0 0 () .\HI)rrl]11 .( 2 1 '2 
nc'a.rclel! 2h .. 01 ('f !'iumHf'r 3h 50 1 2 t 
I\rh.\\oorl cf 3 000 (;rnhl:h Ib 4 1 2 2 
I.nronl." n 0 0 0 'lc/)/i1 I' 0 0 0 0 
nrn,nn p 0 0 0 0 Le./il .. I' 00 0 0, 
.\ndl~np 0000 _L_· __ _ 

ProPf('h" 0 0 0 0 Total. 37 13 16 12 

Tot "-I,,,, 
Rollln~ 
'.S(: 

38612~ 
004 010 OO~- 6·12·3 
160 000 60x - 13,16,J 

f-: - M p r ullin. RH"('larclclh. Lorenz. 
Jtrp\f".1Ii 1. FC"'I~ PI' ... '\lfrl'O '0 
(;rrt'lIh.1l;:p. (~It',.nhal:::,. lu Branan,. 
I.J)K nolli"' 8. \"~(' R, 1B- Ri(,1.'larriplJj, 
('8111"(\11. HP'::.!lo;lf'l. \110141 Hn·· Ci'~tino. 
~R (;01"11.. (;rct'llhal:;:h. Oanipn. SAC
Jl~t."\(''i. AlCon!. SF ··(;rf"t'"nhaigh. 

ip h r e.r bb .... 
],0.·('"7 (1,9 .. ) 1 I.J R 7 S r 2 
n.-""," A 2-3 S J 2 1 0 
:\ndt'r~nn 1·3 3 3 1 1 C -
rorol •• tr .. h 1 2·3 0 0 0 2 1 
Md ',lfllI J 1·3 7 4 AI. 
1 ... "10.' (w. '·1' S 2,3 S , 0 1 2 

11IW "'rkwood-MrIlJlfllI. WP-lAlJl .... 
PB G .... ", 
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Rollins Breaks String • • • Vald,,~~trt C,f,nrts Blc~Z·II,g '.it.;:r~~ Y ~j I \a4 .~l . 

Southern ~AJ:lill Stay Home Rips Ed(crd By J 1-4 S('ore 
By ~,lIKE COBS 

Lf.cgf.'r 5;)orts Writer 
Rollir.s· ,'3-7 11·jr.nJn? win over Floricb 

S:)~:he~n r.:~t ,":.n!y k~pt t:-.t~m alive in the 
t';'.:rnam<e:-,l, it t.rv··:e a Se-.en game l(;sm~ 
SlIf<li-:. 

A'1d t1ut's iJ:-c;bJbly what plt.Js<'d Tars 
CGJr:h P,)yd (.)ff:;- most. "Th:i t 's the nice 
~'<.~~ c·f !J:e ',.a,;in." s:1id Ccf::e. "\,'c \·,·erc (In 
:.:.... ..... r.:·x:f·:-:"~{.'\.ll,):::1.:"; stre..i~. I think sC';; .. n in a 
i" : ..... E· .. 7 it c:) .... >~:--.. t L: .. .i.\'~ ('I.:rne at a i·(:tter 
ti;-';-.::. 

'It ~;.::} tJ-,j> Wi:l d:d ~r_· .. S thinf;S tG R(;llins' 
~[r.!'1~. it :-:;tcr';x'ci C'ii':~ th:: \!f)LS n'::ld L::)inJ;, fl)r 
th'_:-1~ 51 :.Jthern has hl'c::1 Ir.\'llvcJ In the 
:-';'::AA D,ih"j;: II g:l"(~l._dl W()!-lt! S('!-I('S the 
L"lE! L~n '2 :t~ ~~r~. ':L:t lf1'S ilr.,(~ ar'Ju~d it v;lil 
~ ~ -.. :~ f)',.:.·::"'re. 

Dd::r: ~,:.:~-J:lo (~l·~j\·('rcj the \Vif:71Ilig hit 

off uf Jim Gerken in the 11th on <l curve ball 
WIth a 1-2 count scnring Jack Goetz from 
tlNd. 

"I W:-IS looking for the curve," said 
~.krullo. "E,:'d t.'lrown it a couple of times 
behl E', 51) I figured he'd come back With it 
3.~~1ln ." 

S,)uthcrn c'J<lch Hal Smc\tzly said, "He 
(Gerken) Just threw it too good. We 
· ... ·Gtl;rl\e l,r;er. th,; walk. In {;jet that's what 
we w'-' ~:i'mg to do. ! told hml not In thr·)w 
J.nytl ,:~.!;:~ ["C),xj. t' 

Gcri<~n came in in the 10th innmg fnr 
John Cl1pm:tn who had thrown six innill!?r') 
in rC!lPi of start;;!' Rick Tomlin. If Smdtzly 
11.:1d It to do owr :li:ain, he would\'e t,lken 
Ch,:;l;:-I'ln (Jut in the l'lghth. That's wl1'.:n 
R(Jl:;n~ ti~)(j it at 7-7, 

!,-:,' ~i!O(S, 5C 

By l\HKE COBB 
l.('d[';~r SPL'rts Writer 

Valdosta State came into the Snuth 
At:<lntie ba~':bal1 regionals in <l slump, but 
you v:oulrln't b'.'li'·vC' it by seeing its flr:,t two 
games of thp tOI:rney. 

Th(' Blazer:; h:lI;c pnunded out 28 hits 
unci 24 runs in t-,.;o games. ElcH'n of the 
ruO's clnd 12 (If thi' lilt:, were against Eckcrd 
Saturiiay in thrir 11-1 win to vault them lnto 
the charnpio;l~;hlil. 

;!(j\\"C'VCt'. tbe' BI:l/.crs did hit a sL!.T:p in 
the \:,-,~lrncy. F(ln!;i;,H'.'l~· f',)r th'.~rl1, th~IU~.;h, it 
only l~i~,t"d five inning~~. 1lJ~~v can1~~ h~i('k 
f[(lin a 4-1 deficit after fi\'e scnring one in 
thi' ;,ixth, tnref.' in the sc\('nth, and si'( in the 
eit;hth. 

"I'rn not rf'~dly ~~lJrr,ri'JPd th0IJVh," ~aid 
Bbzer cO,lcli TU:·;1;I\\· Th'ill.jS. "We,'ve bf'('n 
d'~ng ~hings Ll·~c.\ t::;.il l.lll y(~;lr. nut nr,p thing 

is that .... c're not uoed to making six nm in· 
nings." 

Actuaay the six runs were just icing for 
V~ldr):;,d Sute. Th>? [(·al dJmaj::c was dene 
by ])~ln Darden ;Ind Sam Bowen in the 
se\'enth. 

Darden's si:lglr' to center in the seventh 
tied the game. 13o',';en's single ri~:,ht after 
th:lt put them in the Ind. 

"I v·;as lookin.:; for J sl1d~:r on th~\ pitch," 
S3.id DJrd~'n. "But he th:-c·,v 3 tFttJ2:L I jus~ 
SWUt!,!~ throUfh It f~j(\~:~-,:~ ~i:1d h:: it fr~,;d." 

:\OWf:l 1'.Tnt to (il'~ p!;,tC \l, Ittl a differr:~::t 
perspective. ''I'm not a.guc:";s illttC'f. I IllSl 
swing, I h;jo been dOing b;id a1\ d3j' but 
c\,eryon(' S;lld just Ki. t'P sWInging, and I dId 
I think I hit a c\lrv'!." 

Bill Petty · ... t·ne the distance for Va'cr,st3 

~'(' VALi?SJTt" 3C 

I -pr.... ' .. ~l"f'"C'.·~'O~-:::-7:" :~:,'1";~ .... ~~'"';.;-~.;.-.,..:.':~,'. '-~~"'"'ra::w~ ........ "'t:.:~,~·~··ii<·r'!r.#:----c"~ ..... ..:.';"'7 .. " ... ~v.-·-·~ .... ..,.::r;:or.11t..~ ':-: ..... ..,\~:.;""1'"."':::-n-,-~'I;."-~~~~tIiS!F:~ 

Un1dnt'ta- .£SA ..... _ .. ·~_ .... _" ... ' __ ... __ '_UiO_ 
Y flb4 .. ~·.~.;!Ii 

Continued From Ie 
Sta~e turn mg in probabiy the most sWldy 
pitching vrfnrm;.mcc of tIl'! tOllmamrnt. Af
ter the four run first inning, Petty held the 
Triton's scoreless. 

"I drl.1·t know v·hat happrnd in tlle fir
st," P('n:,' s.dd. "1 \': is lp()...:;c. h1:f it \\'::S Ju')t 
so l·lot (;(;'i;::~ ~:cre I·m n('·t \.!5'.:'cl to d:c h·~~at. 

1'1:: f.~:,i~ ~I-<: Lilith." 

"I w;\~ ;l('rV';U3 ilcf0rc the gJnJe. 
thoul:h. !',~Drc ti1Jn ,,:;\;a1. Thal (0\11<1\'e had 
somethini: tl' do '"ltL it. Rut I've had trouble 
in the fir~t inning a~l year." 

Ech'cd did Jump on Pl.tty in the fm,t, 
but :;~!.r~r ~~at the Tntons C'()ul(jn't score. 

"\\ie \i"d them, then we let th;T1l back in 
with defensive lapses," said Echi:rJ coach 
Bill LIvesey. "A team like that you just 
can't give them anything. You can't be a 
chan:pionship team if you just open doors 
for pl'ople." 

Up until the seventh, Eckerd's Chuck 
(;rlldrn 1ud hrlo lli" nh·"'r': to IWO nlllS ;md 

three hits. Thc'll everything h:iPl'!:nl'o. 
"I got J little tirt',j <!ild st"n~,j ,,·::ti".l: a 

few pitches up," said Gordon. "I made a 
fe''', misral;es. I canw in witt1 a few pitcht'S 
tInt were tOI) good OIl thc first pitch :md 
they're a first·pitch·hllting tf;lm. Also I'd 
been in b"tt,'r shape if I'd kep~ them off the 
ba<;l's SI) n~ J('ll." 

GCJiC;cn left in the seventh and was 
replacl'u by the Tnl'm's ace' .r 0(' CipnarJo. 
But r.C! c,,\llcln't do much better. He only 
];F((;C l;nt:1 the eighth. 

"j was loose, and the pitches were 
pretty good. But they just hit t'1 .. m,' , s:lid 
Cipriano. "We knpw they were' a first-pitch· 
hittlr,~ team and they showed II today. They 
hit the first pitch a lot." 

"When that happens, you have to do 
something to break the momentum. You 
have to walk someone, brush a guy back or 
something, and I wasn't doing that." 

Cipriano summed it all up by saying, 
"They just hit the ball." 

Th~ t thry rlin for Sllre. 



011 To Finals 
~' ~~~~~~~--

'VSC Rallies To Blll:yEc/ferll, 
r.1" STT,;n: HOHEnTS 

L,\'KEL;\\O. Fl,1. 
\'a!,lof.ta State' Collc::e, a 
team feared h(,l'e for ils 
hrutal hitting atlack, exploderl 
in the scvenlh and ei;.:hlh 
innings fflr nine runs 
S;,1urr!;l\' ;;nd siwllrd Ih~ 
1-:C1-<I"'<I . ('o:l"ge 'il;: ;;ll:'. 11·1, 
10 enll"l' Ihe (':,,!;11pil):I~llIp 

~Ji1le of the S";Jlil .\IJa!llic 
re;::iflll :\C A.\ b<i.'('il~ Jl IOllr
namcnt. 

The Bl;w'rs (';llm',off Il]<~ 
flollr 10 r)\'('r!;l~!' ~Ill 4'01"1',- Hl 
Eckerd k;Hl ',',,1:1 1))1" '1;lIp 
inpinc: iin--,':qrk, ;:nd b('(,{)l11{~ 

thc ol~ly I:ni)il;;!rn !p;llll in llH~ 
<1nl!>lle e:i1l1!p :'1.1;1 tnurnl'I:. 

II 0 .' t Fl.j;"rla S'\lIthnll 
()lEp,~(' \r;l~ Ihc· 111cet's fir~l 

ca~UJi!::, drnr;1i:l~ an ('x('itin~ 
~·7 ("'~'i';''11 ;:1 1 i !lln:I1'r~ lq 
nnlnns C(lllp~,,:~\ in :"~ltu:'d{jy'5 
f; •. q ,2d!)l!'. 

E c f: I' r d LI~(!' ddc;;ipd 
Hnllln:-; (·o];!·'-~t.· 0-:1 ~ln~i L.;"c·s 
v~r !qd:·\' ;]t 1'~O p,m. [nl' 
'hI' 1'(,':i',l r:r,,','·n ;1'111:\1<' 1'12'11. 
to ,:::;n (!:i to n:~, n;lj;<)n;l1 flll;I1...; 

h (' <..! ; i, i: ; :~ 0, .1 ;;I:(~ 2 In 

Sp:ln~f!('l(l. Ill. 
E:).;C'ril 1l1;>~ 11<';,1 ! lir~ 

mazers t',lif'C If,(:;,:; III Will Iii!' 
1nurn:nllt'nt. Y:--:i" :;~'{,ds iln:y 
or1\' 1110l'!' wi:1 In naIl dlmn 
the tll1r I,f n"'i:' Lr-,t :\c.\,\ 
po;;! H';i)ll:1 C\Ti'~. 

Frr-hm,Ll iI": !1;, ;Iiiel' Bill 
p (' t t \' s:ar!rr! S:ilurd;l\"s 
:':;;1111' ~ntl imnwriiately ffl"inu 
hjm~e!r III I rouble. 

The Grove City, Ohio 

Vlbt 11lalbo~lniluUn Wimtj 
SPOll1_'5 

SUI/elf'.". May 26. 1 fJ7-J -l'(/gP 12 • ..1 

1~;lIl\ c, \\'ho hilS 11ad a history 
(\1 c;ni~' Illnin;:: Ir'lllJ1cll1s Ihis 
YP;JI', ,:-fa\'c up four rllns it! 
the opt'llin~ fr;lI111' ;tS a rrsull 
of f01l1' hils, a walk, and a 
s<lcrifi('C' fly, 

.\[:('1' thi' troubll'slIllw first. 
P"til' , .. itled down and 
blanked Illp Tril,ms tlw rest 
(If the WdY whIle wail ing for 
the BJ,IZl'l' bats tn do the job. 

l~ x r' l' p t f () r .J l' f r 
(;]'('cnh<ll;:h's linc drive home 
1'1111 lr~{!inc: orf !hc third, 
J'~ (. k e;' d sl;ti'tl'r Ch;lr;rs 
l;n,dr.:1 held the vsr b;;1s in 
:""'(~ l:nlil tIl': Sixth. \\l1rn 
ttl" B];UPl'S began making 
('0;'11,'1I<lck noi,cs. 

ln thc sixlh, Dan Darden, 
WIHl 11;1:' ~jx hit s in the two 
::;;l:11(,~. lire',\' a walk, W{,lIt to 
~t:c;lnd Oil Ccn!' Felt·s ~in~1c 
;tnd sco;-('rt on a single to left 
by Jeromc Hpgislcr, cutting 
thl' Tritan lead III 4·2. 

The seventh frame proved 

tIl!' rh<lnn for the ~rl:()l1d 
1'lraighl clay as 111(' Blncrs 
scoled three time'S \0 l(1kr a 
:i,-j Il'ad, It was a six . 1'1111 

hur~t in Ihe s('vcnth FrirlilY 
that ~e\\'('d up VSC's win 
over Rollins. 

JJaJl Alf0l'c! .,t~Jl't('d tile on(,· 
(lut rc:lly with a sin:~lc ilnd 
\\'{'l1t to .'ccond when Slrvp 
SUl11ner rea(,hed on <In error. 
Alford and Sumner scored on 
f);;rr!en's :;illl!le which was 
I11j~playrd ill cl'nt(Tfirld. ~n<l 
j);!]'('rn cnd"d IIJl af l1md, 
f);\rden CU)",,;! \rith Ihe :":0-
;ili(';;d run Iln Sam ];0\\('1\',\ 

~'ilql~ to ldi off Trii;!ll 
reliever ,Inc CIpriano. 

In Ihe eighth. VSC pul Ihe 
l!;mlf ;lIvav with six runs, 
hi;.:hl;ghlrd· by Bo\\,cn's two· 
r 11 n triple, (;rcenhalgh, 
D~<I'den and Frits also 
kno('krd in runs and for the 
firsl time Ihe Blazers coulr! 
rcliix. 

Although Petty pitched well 

IlIP J;;,<,I ei;:lil jn111n::" JI'! 1I';t:; 

b;H:;\cd by 'SP'II'kill1:': dd":!';:r!,' 
pLn'. ~l:lirL,lojl J'c!e j;('('IT,,} 

,;I\Tr! ;1 \'lIn in tlw ;;rvcnlh 
1)\ fif'Jdin,:': a ground bill! 10 
his left and throwing out the 
runner. 

In the '_'igh!ll, B()wrn rnrtde 
;! great ru:ming catch and 
ilnublcd a runner orf filA h;:,c 
\\ilh a pl'l'fel'l strik" \1) 

(;lwnh;llgh tn end thr. inning. 
Prlt~' pH'Ked up his 111h win 

of Ih" year a~ainst a ~inglc 
loss, 

~'I):!('h Tl);l1lliY Till\lt1;I;, ',\':IS 

11;11 u)"CiI:,\' l)iC;1''''('(i fn:i{l\\ iii'!. 
1l1l' Cllll1,'b;\('i·; \1('101'\', 

"It's just a grr;tl fi't'iJl1g. 
1'111 real prelilo of the boys 
for the \''-;1', Ihry cillltll111erl 
to ('0111(' frn;n lwh'illd :,lId \\in. 

"It W<I.' it:,1 lik(' it h,t~ h("'n 
:111 :>P;i1'. ";\llllflll:;h Wl' h;ive 
sll'u::::lrd, J Ihink Ihj~ tpam 
'rlily des('r\'('~ ~ill ttl(' ;':(1'1<1 

:hin'gs thJt have happened :';0 

far. 

11.4 
"1 crrtainI\' W;1I1t In com-

111rnd Petty 'for comin;:: back 
from what wac; a jolting fIrst 
inning. This was his big~est 
!!;!'.1l£', and to hold a team 
~s good tiS Eckcrd 10 no runs 
for UI£' l~!;l eight innings is 
1111\~1 <111<1111;:. 

":\111', \\r\'f' jllst gtll tn Of) 
it on~ mnl'" lime' <lnd ,:::rl 
re~d\' fQr the l1aljnn<11 tour
n::llnrnL It's no! OIT1' yet hut 
Wp aIr in ;:nf)d shapr." 

Thrlfn;lS lJ~." p:r·\f·d '~r~'ninr 
n::hl h;i11'lc, fl,r k Bfl·,\!''';:. f),n. 
il~;11:Ft Eck~\rd i!1 tnl~~y':; 
g;I111f'. If a sl'cnnrl g~ll1e j, 

l1pcdro he 1rJ,1ks to' DO'sen, T 

who is 1-1 011 the ypar. 

En,ERfl all r h 1,j r""c ~h r ~ PI 
Il.'r 1:", ?I) l' 0 0 p-.-,ll"l f1h ,~:. 1 '! 
V ..... !\IL rr 5:-10 j:'.·"\,'n. d 5 J 13 
J'~T';I"!'. ::h .J 1 3' r"-'<:f .{ 1 J l 
EI('T. ... ll; "11 0 P.':i~.~:, rf J 02 t 
nll:\\.11\ cf 31 ] I B~<lll~:", (' .. !:' n tJ 
\()('n, ~h 4 fJ 11 n:-r'l"", ".oIf: .. (\ 0 G. 
n·I\('lh:.~, (' 3 '1 2 1 \If,,;rt. :'tl 5 2 l 0 
G~lIi ... If 2 i1 C () <";·Jmnl"r. ~tt , 7 l) t) 
(;hf'r. : l' 1 n ~,'j r;"":,,,, .. :,:, l~ 4" 1 ! 
;\t;.~"'·II. "'" ,1 r 1" f'('!t~... 0 C ~ 0 
\\.' 'rr ~ r:. r:' . ,i r: " 
Cn;"i.m. i' ",'!"!'\ 
71:' :ro1, r r. 'l r " 
'h!"o:;;!.:1;, r (' ; .. " (I 

'1'1'1;.:.. ]} " 1:j 4. Tnf.ll'., -:0; n " I) 

J:rj.;erd .1 ... ·\· ;,"1 (\ .. ~ A. :~'.2 

\~;: C:J (,,}j > ... li.:1-1 
E rn:ltri1:. thl:\'~:("r. PE':~-'· n1' 

(~'ir(1(1n !;. r> ~r~; F:' f"'" :n "t:-;;:,."U 
h, E\prc Hq\\{':l !n Clf"nr.ai:h: P(":tv 
In (,r{'{':\"'.l:':":. I.nn f·:r-io.t:'l-l 7: \.;.:r. 
fL ~;\ n·,·" r\'1 Hit (;;rf?r:f',d::h, 
~n "~'-'r'nlf::ll; E\f'''. ~ - (;llhs. 
~F - i";jli.,I);it'. 

r~t'n!fln : I" 10·.1) 
Z,n,l;·nn 
~1:Hlltha:t 

Pelt I," !\\, 11·1) 
I'll -, P,nQbil. 

i., h r ,..0- !;" .,.. 

6 ).) c 5 S 
] 5 5 5 , 1 
J 1 O~ • ., 

10 • 4 3 1 
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E,ite,; NflJioll,(ll Fi,lc,ls 

B· lazeI'IQ ][~Ollt"ll) UTay rr-1~ f\T rA /\ 'l~'-: 8·-1 L~ (:.. .' . U ,.Jt . 3i.ir ~~\Y (> - JL iU:; l'iY~ ~r}L Jt Ii iL.£L',G 
By sn:\'E RtllH-:RTS 

L ,\ K E L.\ \ n, rJa.-
P:!i'I1i1~, ',\ hich' had n.,t 
p!;l:.,j a )..(','-' rnip. in the S'lllth 
.V;;;:'t;c J:f'C:I'l:1 tf,urnanlt'nl. 
fli;"j'Y pro',cd Ii. b' the dot· 
It':r-p'J' htre j"te Sunday 
ilf"'i "!I'm, 

The V'lld"'la St •• le roll"~e 
R\iilt'L'i had an ~('(. in the 
lin11'. fllr Eckrnl rnll!':;:!' 
T:-a,!'1<, ch!n'l. ;,n1 th" 1'1'.'ull 
Wi;" a iC:1.',drd 1.')-.1 Rla7t'r 
\ktnr'" r;,,. Ihr :\"lJ1lJ\a! 

'Cnil('ii,.!r .\thlplIC ,\s~ociatinn 
S II U I h ,\tlantic Hr~Hln 
chiim;,!iiln.'h:r, 

Ed.l'l',j 1(·rc('O a sl'cond 
~ a m I' ,SU;:(~;i:; Wllh a 
{'Oint;',,;,,;": 8-., Win o\'\'r 

,.'1 \';lId,,,:., S(~1e In the rln;lhl(' 
rlh,irl.llio:l (,\['lit, hut the 
Tril,,;;, rxh;!u<;trtl their pit· 
eh!)]',! sLlf[ in the p:·,wess, 

The I1L, /('1"0;. whn ('Iluld 
h:l:c cil'~(d th" j<lurr:rv c;lr\v 
\\)t:i a \\l" 111 111f' (\nen~r. u.,('(! 
fh'r Pltt~l(':':'; i:i ~;n C-frfl:·t In 
.str'i) ti!C rrtll~ in.; Eckl'l'd 
e:.prr.;,', But 11 \\,,~ til n'l 
;I\;liL 

Hetng fnl'Cf'iI intn a <;ecnnd 
game for all the m;lrhlf'<;, \'sC 
cfJ;.c:h Tommy Thllilla~ pbyccl 
his ace ;i:ld l!nt winmng 
re':llt~, -

5.1111 r.1)\\rn. a cenlcrfic:der 
by t)';lde but a pitcher on 
occa.,i'lO by ne-::cs..;i(y, W.IS 
ca;l('d nn to pilch the 
cl1all1pi(l'l<hip game, and the 

, Bn!M',l, leK Sl'l1l<l[' r('spllnded 
with :m outstandin~ effort, 

Th" stocky ri"hthander 
\\cr1\ t!le distance, ~('altering 
I'i:~c hit;, \I;tlkin~ sevcn <lmi 
strJ:ir:~ out rll'ITII. He helped 
hil11:'t'l! \Iith ih\~ bat, Sl;lnl' 
nii.q,~ a 1\\"0-1 un lHill1l'1" in the 
fir'! inn:rr,: In shake th.~ 
m,i7er:i I" ~n p;n-Iv 20 lear\. 
Bi,-.Q·n ;,1.'>1 h;~rJ a 'Iriple ;Inti 
a -r.)kn 1):!.'p. anrl was nitl11!'d 

thr tf'lIl'!;:in1Cl1t'S M 0 s t 
Va:uahle r'LI';cr. 

The f'~B\' sC','oDd !:;:lme 
t r i lim ph- S~Ill·j;!y carnet! 
ValrlOiita S(.ltr a trip to the 
i\l'.\A Di\ision ]I finals in 
Sprin~fi('jd, Ill.. which bE':;:in 
Surda\'. The natirlllal n1e{'t is 
a ~i\·if';lm, (\fl\l[)le f'liminalhlll 
a:f..rr. 

Ih,' r;j;i','('I'~ j,l!l\ecl for 
a\\!,j:~ Surd.,:: Lk(' they '\\Dulrl 
end the lotlrnanwnt b\' mid
a! t c r n!i r) ll, ,\flc1' ,:l'!;('\'('r 
:'I;:rt\· LrFi!('s bailed VSC 
st,!t tel' l::{k H!l',':rrs "nl qf 
t r flli b Ie irJ Ihe .~C('IV1d, 
\'ll,.!::sta SLil~' h'li!t a 5,2 Ie;!r! 
anti f,.'Fih's \Ia,~ saiiing" al('n'.! . 

lie ,;ti:N\ inl() the SI"\'rnth 
with Ihe three·Jun cushion 
on!\' to ~:fe it quickly \'ani~h, 
Aftcr a Jf':,doff sing!!', th.; 
Bl"-zerl faild to tum a double 
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play alief thr Illj,~'ak(' wall 
roslll'" Wilh 1111(' oul Wal'lI(! 
1'01111'111 tiouhll'd for 0111' I'un. 
Hili 1-:11'1'," Il'Iplrtl 101' ;1.'11111)('[" 
and 1.{·Flll's was throu~h fo)" 
Uti' 01 I 1l'l'lIoon, 

n;ln llanh'lI, \1 hfl had a 
j.(J't'al tOUI'II011ll1'1I1 a~ the 
HI;w'l's' IIl'.'ile!II;,\I'tI hitkr. 
(';1I1H' ill tn pilch hilt h;,d no 
SlIel'!,SS, Ills \1 lit! piirh 
Clllo\\ ('d ttll' I\' 1Ile! 1'1111 I (} :iCOn', 

and IWIl w'alks and a hit 
h a I S III a JI 1;ller hI' was 
rrpla('{'d hy Panny (,hadwlck. 

Ch;lIi'.ril'k did a gllthl joh. 
g('l(ll1~ ou\ or a h;ls!'s loatird 
jam 10 KI'('P lit!' s('ol'e knolt('(1 
,II IiI'e, But ECKerri \\'ould not 
be (\l'llIrd. 

1 n Ihe rit.;hlh )<;\'l'rs 
ddin'J'('" " (')11\('h IWO·ilut 
sin,c:ll' 10 ('rnler tllal scored 
thr go·;dlearl rlln alld Bol) 
Oulll';d<'J' j'ol1ol\'pd ,,':HIt ;1 

"il1~!r 10 ri~ht. s('orin.: t\\'o 
mnl'l' runs, ielllg Ihr 11'111 alit! 
iUI'l:L1lg the se,:olHI ,t:;1Il1e, 

ehilrIes (;Ill'dllli, \I'ho 
J'plll'l'<'ri ,1m! Cipl'lano ill tlw 
third ililling, pickrrl lip I hE' 
\lir.. hol(Ji,l):; the bi~! r: 1:1ZI'1' 
bats to flvc hits whilp i'tl'lkin,e: 
out si-;, 

Thl' ('omch<lck yietol'\' was 
all for nau::;ht. hO\\'('\'er, as 
the r.1:\zrl's homhed four 
Eckl'l'd pltchl'r~ for 16 hils 
whit'h produc('d the ]5 I'uns 
in I he title miltch, 

The Tritans had illrr:HI\' 
used all their front Iinc 
hurll'rs J IllI 1 hE' exh:lIIsh'(i 
pile-hill!! st aff simply could ]lot 
go tht' la~t mile. 

The Hlazl'rs, Oil the (ltli('l' 
hand, had HowC'n, And he was 
mol'P thitn enough, 

Alter RIlI\'f'1l .~I arlt'd till' 
offens(, \\ ilh his :m:t-fool hl:I,1 
in 11)[' firs! that. als" ,~cllrr(1 
PI'\(' Hl'l'vrs. the \'sr hals 
\\'1'11\ 111 work in l'~lf'IJ('~t in 
thr third, Marty Hi:-;hop's IWo, 
run dlluhlt' keyrd four· run 
E'xplosilln ;1.'1<1 thc l)lazers 
werr orf and runllin~. 

\';lldosla Stal(' piehl'd up an 
UII(',lllH'd run in the fillh, ttll'n 
I'lnll'k 1'01' four more Illarhl's 
in tlil' sf'I'l'nlh. ",hidl illl'ludl'd 
hack·ln·hark Iripll's ll\' Bmll'll 
anti (;('111' Jo'l'lts il.'1<1 a IWI)·run 
slll~le lIy ,Jeff Gl'l'('nhal~:h, 

Tht' Blazprs ('ont illlwd thp 
1I1('/T,\'·~o,roulld in thl' sr\'('llth 
.11)(1 eighlh frame'S, picldnc: up 
t\lll nll1~ in r:H'h illfllnr,!, 
(' 0 /1 ;; PC U I j v (' dO\lh\e.~ hy 
D if r r ell Hr'J.ll:i1ll and 
C;f('l'nh,"~h dill thp dalll;\gc 
in the' St'l t'nlh whl\(, a hases • 
loarlr.cl walk til 1:(I\\'el1 i1l1d an 
Jnrichl (Jut scored the tW() 
eighth inning runs, 
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Bow!"n allowed t"l'\) har
mless runs in the nillth, and 
"'ht',Il secllnd bascman Vinec 
J\IUs:\.'il!e f!rabl)('d a soft fly 
ball for the third out a wild 
l'clt'i>ration l'l'upted. 

Thomas, who had saved 
Bowl'n fill' the emergency thilt 
ilrosc Sunday, was OIlC of the 
happip,;l people here folllJwing 
the (')inchin;.: viclory, 

"It's jllst gn'ill to \\'111 Ihis 
tiliw~ (111 0111' fir~t Inll tn ,III 
!,\(',\:\ tOlll'JlanwJlt," !iI' ,s.tit.! 

"J:I;~llI lIOW, 1 ('«n'l ~illgl(' out 
<1 Jot or indll'itluals. TIlt' ('IIi ii'<' 
t(,<J1ll (11<1 It, alld tlw l'lltlre 
ll'illl1 (1('~(,J'\'l's ('n'dit Iol' It. 

"1 ddillitl'lv think \\'(' \I{,Il' 

Ihl' Lest It;am IH'I'l', Oill' 

hittlll~ \LIS belt!'r tli;I:1 

<llllhn.;\"s. and il \I':t~ :t 1111· 
tPI: .. ;' IOli1'llamellt. Thr~" \ illlll~ 
llH'n {,I'rlainlv de,';(!l'\J' thiS 
dlampiollo:hip,'" 

FOlll' BI;lzl'r,.; were JI;lllwd 
to tlte ali·tllurnilment tp,: III , 
HI)\\('n m"de it as it pitl'tH'r 
ilnd as Ihe tllllrlH.'\"S ('('Il' 
tcrfll'ldcr, as well ',IS' \\'illl1ln~ 
the MVr award. l"reshman 

Sam Bowen:MYP 

pitelll'1' I ;JI! l'l'It~, who fired 
a 10·hitt('J' to \\111 Saturday'" 
garn~ :ll,,:;1ilbt El'kcrd .!I.-1, 
\I as "elecled ~IS was fir~t 
bascm;lll Greenhal;;h and 

1,('hU:/I '"Sf: 

designaled hitler Dltroell, 
Gre(,lIhalgh was 8 101' Hi in 

the tr:Llrm~y with nine runs 
balled in w!Jile Darden had 
B hits in 11 trips. 

nh r h 1hl d!J I h rl)' l·~lh.I' Int ,.~. at. I'h h 
I"i-tf'n .1Ij l' 3 I ~ L j ~r-I'tJ(,. :'h :l 1 1 J F"k,~tit "It r h It Mp.fI\·t·~ '" "1 0 , 
'hilwv!, P D I) i) { W"'(I!1t Jl I. 1 1 ( lkldll ... ::H , J 11 1 P:~tl4nlt.~~. 1 01 ( 
1',,, .. "11" II 1 () (~( ft!tl'lr :11 ~1 :' J 1 ~\i''''!' 11 If :\ 1 (t r }-:l1"\("11 1~ "J 2; 
HO\\(,fl d ,) 11 t ":\Pl* lb 512: Pl'IIIrllI ~o S:,,);:; "'t'hot, If 6"121 
Fe!!,. II 3. 1) 0 { Ilui',lr d .( 0'11 1".\('!., Ii} ; I) J , 'flf'J.;I .. tur 1"£ 1 J 0 ( 
Hl':';,·lr-r If :~ 1 [I r.' '·',PII .ih '1.} ('- ( '),1111.111 •. / ~ 0 l) r' 1-I,ll1n r{ 1001 
Hlan:l.Il1 l' 21 1,· (;;1:1'1 If ? 1 (l () (. !I{'II 1111 .~ 1 1 (, n!"II:lm t' 53 .. 1 
H.'t'\I'" ,., ,I (I 1 (. Iil'\!lhl!! {' "000 Cdt!" II .'5" Ole (;In'11;,:I, III S 2 3 5 
,.\111'1·1 :"J ... 0 i C '\1;·.,-n: I~,f; .t i 1 0 J tllwlJlf' C :1 (J 1 C JhWlIlflJ" ph 1 0 0 C 
SIIIIlIH'r Jll ,,~, {l t'lilll:tlHl P 000 {I )'il'·.rnll~" .J 0 I 0 I't-O\- II, 0000 
CII1I'k:l lh ;j ii J 0 C"ldol} P U 000 .,t.,,· ..... l;~dl l' (\ (, 0 C Hi'-.hllp Jll 301 2 
.;I'-o« I")i 0 0 [I 0 .I(lllll..,un p (I a 00 ,\ill\i{j ~h JUT 7 

1 t'F,!\'s l) 00 0 0 C.llln fl 0000 :\lIHlilt.h", 2i) 0 1 00 
'ItlT\I'~ J7 5 S' 3 ')'o/ill... ,.1 a;o (. ('11'111 I' (\ 000 ~ ;111J1l/i: %I .') 1'20 
,,<..;{' (~,),t U)~ f',];) 5· ~ 4 TOldl., 3) J 93T,'t,ai... ",\1 H 16 15 

E, !.1'Il! 1;00 \J :','\. ~-h)-l F, Iq~l~t 010 Ci(' (\~'2 J·O~4 
E Il:\hhlp. ~lml!Wf ., .\lltlill. \ ..... (. ::.,.t 014 ~ZX 1;.'6,1 

Jh' ~~";\'" tIP .. !\ll~PIl'1 If I ))\-,)1111.. ttl E - 1)"!lIII~ 7. \\r.o1font'I!. Hf"f'\(UI* 
"'~\Tli'\; )'Ullll,q: t'l !-:,('I,'i. Pidli,"ili til E\t,I .... jlJ' 1'1'1; .. 10 :\llpHi: U('I'\CA 

11~'IIII! .. I., ) \n.,; J.()I~ \~(' ~ L"',~'1,1 lei ,\II'Hfl 'II t'lI·j'/li,.oII;:.;h LflB .~ L,'kl'rd 
H). ~'n "·"Ill~;h. H~~·\·t'tI. ~H-","~\~n •. lJ \~(' 12 :'U ~M Ilt:II'H". H'/.\Ilkln. 
!--tt -(lu;,' . .I'; I ~ !).lidl'll, 1.,I'cl·nl!~d;,:h, (;"','.J!l.i!. Ii. 1'.,,111'1" .. \:IUHI. ~IJj'h;l:: lb 
Iklllii .. , ~r P .. 'lInl:o,. PU!.:I");, 1,1'. • ...,. I~,,\'t'n BIL ... }\-,1""'1"0. 

I h r N oh !"I ~B ~~ f;\ (',,.. Jhl\Hn. I"dl:.., J;I'~I~t.r. 
JlIIH"'", 1 2·) Z 2 } ~ () oS ]~I.'''!11IP, ~.,v _ ,\flurd 
1.,.) '1/(" 4 = j.s J :1 1 1 .it' h I' c-r h!) 10 
)}:S'"II n 0 ('I 0 v 2. Q :'Il.lI1<h.dl (f... 1·1) 1 ) 1 J 2 0 
Cha(jHI(I\. 11·.1<i} 1 l,J J 3 J 0 ~Jn!\iI"tn , .it ~ .. 1 3 
l'al!.!l!]" l'J 0 0 (l 0 0- (;.Illu 1 1-3.s J !. l t 
t'hlrHlnl' '12·)" 4 .. 3 0 LlotH 1 ).12 2 2 3 , 
(;I'ldilll l\\, il··j} 6 ).)) 1 I 1 'Umu\1I (\\', :: 11 9 9 3: 3 1 11 
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;~, , , , Catcher nand v :'!illcr and 

SITII:\G . , , BeT. PTtETTY-TiJirr! b:1S·"r.l:"l (h';5 138rCHS S1't:rrhv ;'1 ,hc ()pCHil1~~ r'wl!d of the :\CAA Coll":;e DmslOn shortstrlf) P,,'rt Dcrcckv were in 
of the l'ni';<::rsily of :-<CIY OrlCJlh \;<15 ~C!1t "pin'lil1~ (I) the \\nlV .... ; i!:;, r:ItT!!' held n:l to the hall, Jlld DO,wen was out the l;nc.ip only bc:c;;t;:;{~ f('gU- .... 
ground ''lith a thud in a collision \\i(h Valdosta's Sam Bowell 0:1 Illc tilt"s jru;n ~horistop Bert Brrcczky, NO \\011 13-9. lars, Dennis Strode ar.d Rudy 

"" fHardouin. were injured, 
R.\~DY ;\W.LER 

, •. ga\'C ~o punch 



Bolh replaceml'nts C;Jmc up 
with probably thrir bef,t g;:W1C 
of Illr :veal'. 

Millcr e~!>ccial1y. 
Randv came up with thrce 

hits iHid four HBI from the 
ninth position in the linellp. Bec
czky had a key double in the 
seventh. 

And a]\ the rUllS, all the hits, 
were needed as Valdosta was 
getting a break from Kieffer's 
unusual wildness. 

Terry walked five in the first 
two innings and paid the price 
~s Valdo,ta's superb center
fielder Sam BOIVen clc3red the 
bases in the second with a three
run triple. 

The results that came in on 
that hit were the result of walks. 

"I just· never fonnd my 
rhythm," KicHcr said after 
th~ game. "1\ly slider wasn't 
w 0 r kin g, 'Ilci\ll':r was the 
curve. 
"My arm wasn't bothering me 

at <111 It isn't sore. \Vhilc I was 
warming up hefore the game, 1 
was really lipping if. I was 
throwi,1g hard and the fastball 
was really moving. 
j "This is the worst control I've 
had all year." 

So Kieffer went to his fast
ball, the only pitch he could de
pend on, it ~ecmed, and conse
quently by ihc eighth inning he 
was tired. 

"I must have thrown ·at one 
point 30 fast balls in a row," 

Coach Ron Maestri took him 
out in the eighth in favor of Gil 
Mills. 

·'It was I)f(lbably the first 
time (bj<; ycnr I've h3d to pull 
h;'j1J from a ball game," 
Maestri ~aid. 
"Any other guy I probably 

would have pulled earlirr but 
Terrv is such a great competi. 
tor. 'His pitches were moving 
but with the l:woff since the re
gional, he had lost his rhythm." 

But there were all those hit
ters who eame to the rescue. 

The Privaters got off to a 3~ 
lead in the first with Rick Pyg
man driving in two with single. 
The Blazers tiNI it lip in the 
sec'1l1d on Bowrn's triple. 

Fitsimollcs hit a three-run 
homc run in the fourth as the 
Privateers wc'!'c rallying for 
five. 

Using a lighter bat, Fitsi
--C()ntlnueron-Pa-gc--S .. -

I 
~.~-~~~~~---~-

Continued from Page 1 

mones said he hit a slider "theeount several times ,In inning. 
hardest I've hit a ball all year." IValdosta hurlers were coven 

Valdosta's Jack GrecnhaI~h Imore generous givinO' up ei"ht 
came right hack with a three- f" .s ' " ;; 
run shot of his own in tbe top , I eC pa~. es. 
of the fifth. The :Glazers ral-! The Privatrcrs Sunday wi~l 
lied for four rUllS at that time imcct at 8 p.m. Central MissourI, 
with Greenha!rrh's the ke\' hit, ,which ol'feated Ohio Northern 
From there h on, the' game' 2-D S3turday night. 

really depended on the bats of Earlier games will match Val
l\1illl'r and BcrcczJ;:y. :do:ita State and New Haven at 

Miller's triple iii the firth 12 p_m. and Ohio l\ortJ1Cfn and 
drove in two and both players ICillifornia-Inine at 5 p.m. 
drove in a run <lpic('c in the ! In the first game of the day 
ei~hth as the Prj vat e c r S defending' chail1pion Cllifornia 
lengthened their Jrutl to 13-3, : Irvinc got off to a quiCK stdrt 
The Blazers got to Kieffer in:ripping New Hav6n 6·;?, in Game 

the eighth, though, and Maestri! 1'\0. 1. 
decided to go to Mills. ! Jeff :\TaJinnff's haSl'S lO:lded 

Mills did the joh. getlil1!.! the idlHlb!r in t h (' hot tom or the 
last four Ollts WithOllt indtlt·nt. !ei~hth \\'ilS the big hit for Cal
Kieffer, in all. walf.cd seven! IrvinE'. It dean'(1 tlw bases and 

fhittt>.r5 but was going to the full igave the Anteaters a command· 
ing 5-2 Jead. 

Mulinoff, Cal's Ji'ading hitter 
on tile season, c;u'lier had 
driven in a run with a sin~le 
,and had four RBIs on the day .. 

Keith Bridgf"S s('nt UCI into 
an C;:ll'l,v ].(1 le:ld, ]cadin;; off in 
the bot!om of the first with a 
belt 0\'('; thL' left field fence. 

Ne .. \· ll;wen hCld tied the game 
in tileir half of the cj!~hth before 
succumbing to }lalinoff's big 
hii. 

The weatherman indeed came 
through for the opening day of, 
the series with sunny skies andl 
cool temperatures after a full 
week of rai;]. De~pile the rain 
which ended Friday, Lanphier 
Park here was in excellent 
condition. 

VALDOSTA STATE 
(ob·r·h) Dart,f!n, dll 4~1"O: Bowen. d 

.. ~o·j; F-elt$-~ cf 4-1·(;; F('('1i~,t('r, rt 4-'·2; 
Br(,lrlom, c 5-1-1; Gn?l..nnr.:!'il. Ib S-1-1; 
SlJtnnl:r, ~b,ss J-l-l', !.-\/{orc!, lb, 3~O..Q; 
MIJ)Q~·h(', ('ill '-1-1; Rrcvcs. !'i 2·1-0; S.sn
Dt", oh 0-1·!); f/,cDifflf, 0 o·o-a; Chadwick, 
D U·O-O; Tolul'. :Js.9-&. 

NEW ORLEANS 
(eb·r·I'I) Fil!.:m()n~Sf tt 3·2·1; Barcus,3b 

S·()·3: Rim", cf 4-1-2; Rou:;f,cl, lb 3-1.0; 
Kc(, rf J~2-2; py 9 III (.I:,,!, (t' Z·'-l; Strode, 
Ph l·C·Oi Gom(>~, t~r (,-U"!); Bennett. 2b 
1·1-0; Owen. ph 1-"!·2; r.ercczkv. ss S-2·1: 
Mii,t"r, c 4~1-3j KL"l;;,!;", P 0·0-0; Totals 
33·1~·~S.Scc.re bV I"nines: 
VOld",.la State ........... 030 0.:0 020 - , 
N"w Crie'lns ••...•.. _ ..• ,300520 30x -13, 
Itii-Bowcn 4, Breno:n 1, Cnenhalgb 1 
FII~rl1l{·nc!:. ~, Rimn II Pvnr.('n 1, Bcre .. · 
(z1o:1I L Mi~'£'r 4. L;. AJf.:;-d. OP - Val-; 
do,.:·, 5; Lett-Vnldo',I~ 3, New Or·, 
It'uc 7 211 - f!,CHd:iw. t:cwcn JB -I 
MIIH'r. Bowen. HR - Fit!.i;n'-::'lcs, Green-r 
holr.11 sa - &.',Nen, ~F - FJ1~imones. 

I? H R ER 88 SO 
Mcl'>iflil ...... , 4 4 J J J 2 
L~f l!f:S •••••••••••••. 1·3'2 4 4 1 0 
f-~.JnC'n~ •••••••..••• ,·1·34 '2 1 2 0 

~7~r;~·r:~ .. :::::::::::Jj11·; ~ ~ ~ ~ J 
Mil!, .............. 1 2·3 0 0 0 0 1 
WINr~'R - Kic<~cr LOSER - McDilll!!. 
Wr' - MeDilfill, Mill>, HBP - BV 
McOiltit (Rima... ft'ynman) D- Fistter, 
Jones, Pionk.i. T-2:50. 

-N",W HAVEN 
c':l·r·h Sma:1 ~li 5·C-0: Pikor rf 4·1 .. 2; 

MonwllI 0(1 4-'0-\; Pcr;llolUlltla lb 4·0"11 
B:;s!'"(\ cf 1I-,,1-C; 1/:N"SWQr (' 3-0.'2; Keat-
11'':; ~t) 4-0·C: Cipol:;n, 11 3-0·0; MclmQUist 
ph 1·(· 1; Rtntulli If 3-1-1; Sf1YIf'~ ph 1·0-1; 
Bro,"," Or ').0-0. TOTALS 30-2-9. 

-Ih"/I,.:I:: 
ob r·il Brtdqps cf 4-3·3; Bclusco rf 

3·1-1; Stlll,y < 2·1-n: Mcl:nofl ·lb 4,'·2; 
S~t;'cP' If 3-0-0; Vlh:1fhrad ,. 4·0·0; An
d:-n,oll '2b 3-0·2: Whce:ock P 3-0-0; Lyons 
3b 3-0·0; TOTALS 29·'·8_ 

Score bY' Innings: 
N.w IH,y(,o .......... 001 000 01~2 
u. c. 1f,'VINE •.••.• 1('0 OC)1 04lC--4 

f-/~nderSM~, Smnll. O .. ·Whf:t:loCk, Whit .. 
hl'M(1 and f.'\olinolf. Le·N"1}! Hoven 8, 
Inilnl~ J 'tn-PIker Z. Hl·t:'ilridr;l'cs. 58· 
BfU"j.'S ,. !~.'nllllll, MolinoH. ~H·ntIO'(o, 
Slupv. SF·~p.nce. 

IP It I! [~81l SO 
S~h"l"r (I.) ......... URI. 4 1 7 
Wh!"'lock ..... , ••. ~ 'il' 2 l 0 , 

W'l1f't'r~Whpe-lnck. L.scr-Slhulef. HBP· 
(I" WheelOCk (Mon.wor) U-Jonel, Plar. 
ski. Fi.h.r. T·2;ll. 



Yaldo,ta puts :::~ t?~ 
in SatuTcby's (lpcaing 
lege Dhision World 

on Rima 
rountI b" ,'iC ({ Col
Series. l~ima was 

rr~_:'~:;i o~t b~· !\-O's JDe }\ol15sf'li flr:J 
;;:>'" ~'ri out. :'\0 mli' the slu;;fest, J~-~. 

\\3S 

~t. touis ~lobl'-IDl'mocrat 

Sa!ukis fourth, 
Cougars eighth 
in final p~1I 
TUCSO~, ARIZ. m. - Miami 

of Florida and the University of 
Texas are co-champiOns in the 
final rankings of the season by 
Collegiate Base-bail newspaper. 

The Salukis of SlU-Carbon
dale were fourth, while the 
SILJ-Edwardsvillc Cougars were 
Sth In the college division. 

11iami anJ Texas each team 
received 489 of a possible 500 
points Monday, di,;placing the 
Ulliversity of Arizona for the 
first time this season. 

The ranklngs: 
UNIVERSITY DIVISION 

I. (Tiel MlOm, 489 
T cxus 489 
Ok Juhomo ... a 
SOllfhern IIlinols-
C orbondoje- 486 

S. Soulnern California 48.4 
6 Nurth(>rn (olorooo dO 
I. AnzorlO 0476 
8 Seran Hall .10 
9 Soufh (arollno 469 

Ie HOI liard 465 
SECOND 10 (,rorQIO South, Cal state' 

loc, AnOf>le~, lOUI<,IOIlO TE'(h, Vander-
0,11, Pun Afn'_'r 1((111, Mlnra.o<,ufa. Iowa. 
Miami of OhiO, ;'\r I/OII\) ~'ote. Santo 
Cloro. 

COLLEGE DIVISION 
l. (ol,fornlo·lnllne .(85 

\' Ilnc!o\'n ~tult, 480 
OfllO Northern ~n 
Nt·w Hfll,f,-n ~76 
Nf''W Orlt>ow. ./3 

6 Ccntrdl MI',,>ouri 470 
i. P\JYt.'f '.lt1Ulj ,f89 
S. )1)' 11~1t.'11I 1IIIIh)j'!, 

lll ...... 'Hchll'lIe .u.S 
9 f IH"k.lr,l)cftlt',n ....c 

II} Cur ',I,j't: t !I,!t-l lull .. 60 
Sl(flt"t):O f .• ~",. fo,1;)llln~, We,rern 
fUmol." ~)f'll(l ~,"ll". t .,h·rn IIlIOOIS. ttflo
co. (01 ')tll't' N~)lll1rloue. Monlclolr 
~tale, 0111011 ,Iul<, C. IN, Posl. 



New Haven Stays Alive, 
Ousts Valdosta Statel 

dnlleu a ~inl:l(' to It'll to 
S('0l.' Iht' only run !'\l'W lIa
vt'n Il('\,uni. 

liut dOll't get tht' idea it 
was smooth sailing for :\('W 

Haven_ ,\llIch becanw Iht' 

FIR5TGAME 
'Valdo)'" (0' Nt;'w Hayf'" (1) 

abrh abrh 
Q,)fQf>n. dh '" 0 1 ~n~"I1.!.~ .. I 2 
l-k"·wt'n.c.f 402 PII\or. rf .. 0 , 
f' J:~. It 4 0 , MCinlonl, rth .l C' (1 

fourth "holl1l''' 1I.'am to \\111 
m four gam('s. Fdr from it. 

Pull!. ..... 110 1,,\\ l'rl'd hiS 
('aml'd run ;l\'('r:q:,' trpm 
o t;1I 10 O.:'~ (Hit' nalwll's b~'st 
among Division II \t':,mSI 

was in hut watl'r in the 
Plghth bt'foTl' Puwf'rs caml' 
on to ('am the S:l\,{>, 

(;{,nc Felts slIlgkd, hut 
WilS rl'll n' d at 51 -colld as 
Jerome Hl'~lstl'r rC3dlCd on 
a !~'t"iJ~O{"'j t.~!t."ce" C .. i:,·~h.~r 



TKE CALENDAR 
GIRL 

Miss Ann Price 



1975 RESUrtE 
VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS 

After two consecutive National Tournament appearances, 1975 must be con
sidered a "down" year. The Blazers did go 36-17 on the season (the fifth best 
percentage mark in school history), and received an NCAA Regional bid, but failed 
to win the South Atlantic Conference (14-4, to winning Columbus' 15-4), and 
dropped six of their last eight encounters. The loss of Felts, Bowen, and 
Register proved to big an obstacle to over-come, in VSC's quest for National 
honors. 

Hitting was the major problem (.262 as a team), but even more frustrating 
was VSC's inability to hit with men-on-base. JC recruit, Dave Taylor (.354) led 
the team from his short-stop position, while 1974 hero, Dan Darden (.332, and now 
in centerfield), and returnees Moose Greenhalgh (.291), and Darrell Branam (.274) 
provided help. Frosh recruit, Craig Viers (from Crown Point, Ind.) hit a solid 
.284, but no other regular was over the .250 mark. 

Pitching-wise, the team had a 2.65 ERA, and was led by Lawrence Clarington 
(5-1,1.66 ERA), Bull Giddens (4-2, 1.83 ERA), Tony Ferrera (5-1,2.33 ERA), and 
ace-reliever Bill Parsons (5-0,2.40 ERA). Veteran, sophomores Bill Petty (7-6, 
2.94 ERA), and Steve McDiffitt (5-5, 3.24 ERA) pitched the "big" games, and were 
most often the victims of the lack of clutch hitting. 

VSC jumped to a 23-7 mark, including 3-wins over NAIA National champion, 
Lewis (who won the Nationals in '74, '75, and 176). Darden got all three game 
winning hits (twice in the bottom-of-the-ninth, and once in the bottom-of-the
eighth), in 8-7, 6-5, and 5-4 decisions. Columbus took the wind out of the Blazer 
sails by winning a conference twin-bill in Columbus, but the good-guys did get the 
decision in a fight between the team, and a roudy group of Cougar fans. The record 
stretched to 29-9, 31-10, and 34-11 before the late season demise began. Included, 
however, in the late-season losses, were conference set-backs to Columbus and 
Augusta, that cost VSC the title. 

The Blazers returned to the site of their big regional win, in 1974, at Lake
land, Fla., and were promptly eliminated in two straight games (Florida Southern 
6-0, and Columbus 5-2). Darden, and Greenhalgh especially had good years, with 
the "Deacon" having 25 stolen-bases (in 26 attempts), and 25 extra-base-hits, 
while "Moose" hit 9 homers, and played a superb first-base. Taylor was a great 
leader, besides hitting for the second-best average ever, by a VSC short-stop. 

, 



• 

Dave Taylor, ss 1~ 
Dan Da rden, cf 223 
Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b 175 
Craig Viers, If 183 
Darrell Branam, c 157 
Dan Alford, 2b 104 
Foster Foran, rf 119 
Steve Sumner, 3b 137 
Mike Balboni, dh-c 103 
Kim Jones, of 52 
Pete Reeves, ss 70 

TOTALS 1698 

VALOOSTA STAlE 
1975 Baseball 

FINAL
6

STATISTICS 
won 3 - lost 17 

R H BI 
40 58 28 
45 74 36 
35 . 51 32 
30 52 31 
29 43 24 
13 26 15 

7 28 15 
17 30 11 
12 22 12 
10 11 9 
12 9 4 

288 445 245 

AVG. 2B 3s HR SB 
.354 7 1 3 2 
.332 12 8 5 25 
.291 5 2 9 1 
.284 9 1 3 10 
.274 4· 0 5 3 
.250 2 1 1 8 
.235 4 2 1 1 
.219 3 0 0 4 
.214 6 0 0 1 
.212 4 1 0 13 
.129 0 0 0 4 

.262 58 16 28 84 

(Vic Feist, p 3-1, .333; Bill Pa rsons, p 20-6, .300; Carlton Bassett, rf 
43-11, .256; Ken Purdy, of 12-3, .250; Gary Giddens, p 28-5, .179 ; Marty 
Bishop, 3b 46-8, .174 ; Bill Petty, p 21-3, . 143; Vince Musashe, 2b 36-4, 
. 111 ; Steve McDiffitt, p 1-0, .000; Tony Ferrera, p 1-0, .000) 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R,A. 
Larry Clarington 13 54.1 38 18 10 31 28 5-1 1.66 
Gary Giddens 6 39.1 36 12 8 9 24 4-2 1.83 
Tony Ferrera 9 46.1 43 20 12 23 32 5-1 2.33 
Bill Parsons 16 48.2 45 14 13 15 19 5-0 2.40 
Bill Petty 14 104 102 45 34 29 49 7-6 2.94 
Steve McDiffitt 13 91.2 81 44 33 41 61 5-5 3.24 
Lavon Keadle 7 42.1 39 20 16 21 23 3-1 3.40 

TOTALS 53 458 405 188 135 191 254 36-17 2.65 

(Vic Feist 2-0, 0.95; Dan Darden 0-0, 2.08; Carlton Bassett 0-1 , 4.50; 
Foster Foran 0-0, 18.00) 



(L) VSC 0, 
(L) VSC 3, 

VSC 6, 
VSC 21 , 
VSC 3, 
VSC 3, 
VSC 3, 

(L) VSC 0, 
VSC 4, 
VSC 2, 

( L) vsc 3, 
( L) VSC 3, 

VSC 8, 
VSC 6, 
VSC 5, 
VSC 6, 
vsc 4, 

(L) VSC 2, 
vsc 4, 
VSC 10, 
VSC 7, 
vsc 23, 
VSC 8, 
VSC 10, 

(L) VSC 4, 
VSC 7, 
VSC 7, 
VSC 12, 

VALOOSTA STATF 
] 975 Baseba'fT 
FINAL SCORES 

won 36 - lost 17 

Flor i da State · ........ 9 VSC 
Florida State · ........ 8 VSC 
Morris Harvey · ........ 3 (L) VSC 
Morr i s Harvey · ........ 1 (L) VSC 
Morr i s Harvey · ........ 2 VSC 
West Liberty State ... . 2 VSC 
David Li pscomb . . . . . . . . 1 VSC 
David Lipscomb ....... . 1 VSC 
III i no i s Benedictine 3 VSC 
111 ino is Benedictine . . 1 VSC 
III ino i s Benedictine . . 4 ( L) VSC 
Flor ida · .............. 11 VSC 
Lewis · ................ 7 VSC 
Lewis · ................ 5 (L) VSC 
Lewis · ................ 4 VSC 
Macalester . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 VSC 
Macalester . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 VSC 
Erskine · .............. 3 (L) VSC 
Erskine · .............. 3 (L) VSC 
Ft. Va II ey State . . . . . . 2 vsc 
Westmar · .............. 4 (L) VSC 
Westmar · ............... 1 ( L) vsc 
Southern Tech · ........ 3 VSC 
Southern Tech · ........ 5 
Mercer ................ 6 NCAA 
Armstrong State ....... 4 
Armstrong State . . . . . . . 3 ( L) VSC 
Georgia Southwestern 11 (L) VSC 

5, West Georgia · ......... 2 
3, West Georgia · ......... 0 
2, Col umbus If ••••••••••••• 3 
3, Columbus · .............. 4 
7, Mercer ................ 6 

10, Georgia ColI ege · ....... 2 
2, Augusta · ............... 1 
4, Augusta · .............. 0 
6, Armstrong State · ...... 5 
1 , Armstrong State · ...... 0 
3, Albany State · .......... 4 
9, Southern Tech ......... 2 
5, Southern Tech ......... 0 
2, Georgia Southern ........ 9 
2, Georgia Southwestern .. 1 

11 , Flor ida A&M ............ 3 
6, Columbus · ............. 4 
3, Columbus · .............. 4 
3, Florida A&M ........... 4 

17, Georgia Co II ege · ...... 1 
1 , Albany State · ......... 6 
1 , Augusta · .............. 6 
6, Augusta · .............. 
SOUTH ATLANTIC REGIONAL 

Lake land, Fl a. 
0, Flor ida Southern ...... 6 
2, Columbus · ............. 5 



Bassett Singles Blazers 
-

Past Bears In 12th 
, " 

By MIKE CHASON 
In the Valdosta State 

College baseball brochure. 
Carlton Bassett is listed as an 
18-year-old freshman pitcher . 
from' Thomasville who 
throws right. bats right and 
for all practical purposes, has 
no outstanding attributes. 

field to . lead off the 12th for 
Coach Tommy Thomas' 
Valdosta State nine. . 

"Dan Dal;'den made .. 01 
the finest catches I'~ net' 
seen in center field in the 12th 
inning. Then' there's Bill 
Parsons whocplme on in 
relief and stopped them frC¥ll 

Alford was followed by 
Bassett, who promptly drilled 
a single up the middle to 
score Alford and gain the 
praise of his teammates and 
his coach. 

tbe.mound." , . . 

But all' that was before 
Wednesday when he Itarted 
his first college game ever in 
right field for VSC, and 
cracked a pair of hits 
including the game winner in 
the bottom of the 12th inning 
to push the Blazers past 
Mercer'. Bears 7-6. 

"It was a great win for us.~' 
Thoma. said. "Especially 
after those two losae8 
Tuesday to Columbu •. 
Mercer has a good basebaD 
team, and I'm real pleased to 
beaUhem. } 

"I have to single olit some 
individuals like Carlton. of 
course. who really came 
through for us in right field 
and at the plate'. He'll' get 
another chance out there for 

Thomas added he felt his 
men had a little reven~e to 
get on the eears after a 
recent trip to Macon wlsere 
VSC came back with a loss 
and a few complaints abolSt 
the umpires. 

There was lJluch a,..,' 
both ways Wednesday, bUt .. 
usual the umpires ,oeril-! 
reversed theIr decision; . "'. 

Most of the slim crowd at 
Blazer Field had' long 
departed when VSC second 
baseman Djin Alford looped a 
long double to center 

the mound. 
He gave a pretty good 

indication in the opening 
frame when he walked four 
Bears and gave up a double to 
Greg Engle for a total of 
three Mercer runs. 

Mercer's John Hart didn't 
have much better luck in the 
VSC half of the first, aUowing 
five walks. a single to Craig 
Viers and two Blazer tallies. 

The Bears managed 
another run in the second and 
Clarington was gone. Tony 
Ferrera appeared in relief 
only to take the long walk. 
from the mound himself in 
the fourth when the Bears 
woke up for two more runs, 

As did Parsons, Robert 
Yopp had to come on in relief 
in· the fourth for Mercel;' after 

Darrell Branam had 
slammed his fifth homer of 
the year in the third and VSC 
had brought in two more runs 
in the fourth. 

Viers' single' which plated 
Darden in the eighth tied 

. things up until the lanky 
freshman rightflelder did his 
thing in the 12th. . 

Dardenls . diving grab of 
Bob Mitchell'. sinking liner 
in the top of the 12th could 
have spurred Bassett's 
emotions since the ball looked 
impossible to caleh until the 
speedy' Macon native made 
believers out of everyone. 

The now 24-9 Blazers were 
scheduled to take on Georgia 
College in Milledgeville today 
before hitting the road to 
Augusta Saturday. 

It was evident from. 
start of the three and 
hour contest that the 
Lawrence 
not have 

Merar abrhlll 
Burke2b 321 0 
Pettlnlss 31 10 
Elginc 5120 
Englert 6 1 3 5 
Hllrtp 1000 
Voppp 3000 
Mlchlllb 5010 
Pttrsncf 200 1 
O'lIbtree cf 2 0 0 0 
AeIKIlb 2000 
HNdlb 4000 
Disher If 1 1 10 
N\IIdCIOXIf 3000 

,"',::~,,~, l 

'f:~t1 "t*i'.'; 
TaYlor.~, ,. ; 
Frnhlgh Ib 5 .... 
Br-.nc 3 2 1 r' 
VIers If 1\ 0 ~ 3" 
Musashe dh 2 0 '0.0 . 
Balboni dh I 00 I). 
Jones PI' 0 0-,0,0" 
Bishoplb 620t) 
Sumnerlb 20 00 
Alford2b ~ 12 II 
Bassett rt 3 r 2 ~. 
Orngtnp 0 0011 
Ferrerap 000 II 
Pi!lrsons>p 0 0 0'0' 

TCllals 40 6 "TClleIa • ., it 6 
Merar 310 2G8 OlIO 0lI0- ..... a . 
VSC 281 2G8 010 GIl"- MI·' e . - BIShOp, Pettlnl, Mitchell; bf' .,.. 
MitcheH to Burke to liNd, Tevllll' .""fCII'd 
to Gr ...... lgh; LOB - Mln;er'll,~ 13; 
2B -I!ngIe 2, Derden. AltonII; NIt. _ ' 
Br_m; SB - AlfOrd. Peltlrli; S~~a, . 

• TaylOr; SF-~ . "".-.. 1 i' . 
ill h , ... 'l1l,I. 

Harf. 3 1-3 4 5:~:iC' J':' 
~::f~~~) , 7 r { ,! l·t4'~ 
Perrera 2 :1-3 3 2' 2' 3' ,3> 
F'IIrsons(W.44I) 81-3 5 0 Q., ,2:'. 3., 
H8P-8ranl!""byVow;~; , 
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1976 REsur1E 
VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS 

Valdosta State blasted to a 9-1 get-away, in the first ten games, including 
wins over Georgia, Western Kentucky (twice), and Duke. People were saying that 
the 1976 team would be the best in VSC history. Indeed, on paper, a great year 
was in the offing. Pitching-wise, the frosh phenoms of 1974 were back (Bill 
Petty 6-3, 2.14 ERA; and Steve McDiffitt 6-6, 1.94 ERA), along with returnee Bull 
Giddens (3-6, 3.47 ERA), and JUCO tranfers Richard Sull ivan (5-6, 2.29 ERA), and 
Hodges McLendon (3-3, 3.17 ERA). 

The infield was also supposed to be the school's best ever, with Danny Bliz
zard (.241) at third, Dave Taylor (.240) at short, Skip Fite (.312) at second, and 
Moose Greenhalgh (.247) at first. Mike Balboni (.151), and Cecil Whitehead (.258) 
would share the catching duties. In the outfield, Dan Alford (.324) was in left, 
Craig Viers (.313) in center, while David DeMersseman (.248), and Chuck Beale 
(.313) alternated in left. 

The Blazers dropped a double-header (4-1, and 1-0) to Illinois Benedictine, 
the day prior to Winter Quarter finals, and never recovered. They ended the year 
28-25 (the worst record since 1967), with a humil iating 8-10, South Atlantic Con
ference mark. For the first-time since 1968 no tournament bid was offered. 

The hitting was pathetic (.263), and unlike 1975'where clutch hitting was 
the problem, the 1976 crew (after the first ten games) was unable to even get 
men on base. They were shut-out 8 times, and scored above 4-runs only 23-times 
in 53-games. The pitchers suffered from all this, with Petty, McDiffitt, and 
Sull ivan mostly being the victims. Chuck Beale (3-0, 2.14 ERA), Lawrence Clar
ington (1-1, 2.18 ERA), and Billy Tyler (1-0,3.27 ERA) pitched well in relief. 
The staff would have been even stronger, had fire-balling, southpaw Vic Feist 
(0-0, 0.00 ERA) recovered from arm surgery. 

TOP (l-r): Petty, Giddens, DeMersseman, Greenhalgh, Feist, Sullivan, Alford, 
Tyler, Blizzard. MIDDLE (l-r): Wright (mgr.), Fite, McDiffitt, Taylor, Bal
boni, Shuman, Whitehead, McLendon. BOTTOM (l-r): Clarington, Viers, Jones, 
Viers. 



AB 
Dan Alford, rf 173 
Craig Viers, cf 176 
Chuck Beale, p-dh 80 
Skip Fite, 2b 186 
Cecil Whitehead, c 66 
David DeMersseman, 1 f 101 
Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b 154 
Danny Bl izzard, 3b 162 
Dave Taylor, ss 154 
Bart Shuman, inf 74 
Mike Ba 1 bon i, c 86 

TOTALS 1522 

(Kim Jones, of 39-10, .256; 

VAl msTA STATE 
19ib--Baseba 11 

FINAL STATISTICS 
won 28 - lost 25 

R H BI 
26 56 30 
30 55 23 
18 25 6 
41 58 17 
13 17 8 
10 25 18 
28 38 31 
20 39 22 
28 37 1 1 

2 17 9 
6 13 7 

236 400 195 

Billy Tyler, dh 

AVG. 2B 3B HR SB 
.324 8 2 1 10 
.313 8 4 2 15 
.313 2 1 0 1 
.312 7 0 1 20 
.258 2 0 a 3 
.248 7 a a 7 
.247 1 2 9 6 
.241 10 a 2 3 
.240 4 0 1 7 
.230 0 2 0 1 
. 151 1 0 0 2 

.263 53 12 19 77 

31-6, .194 ; Ken Purdy, of 
21-3, .143; Bill Petty, p 9-1 , . 111 ; Gary Giddens, p 5-0, .000; Larry 
Clarington, p 2-0, .000; Richard Sull ivan, p 2-0, .000; Hodges McLendon, 
p 1-0, . 000) 

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A. 
Steve McDiffitt 13 88.1 72 41 19 36 64 6-6 1.94 
Bill Petty 11 80 71 24 19 23 37 6-3 2.14 
Richard Sull ivan 12 74.2 60 34 19 43 71 5-6 2.29 
Hodges McLendon 11 59.2 66 30 21 11 38 3-3 3.17 
Gary Giddens 10 62.1 63 29 24 21 33 3-6 3.47 

TOTALS 53 419. 1 379 176 116 164 270 28-25 2.49 

(Vic Feist 0-0, 0.00; Chuck Beale 3-0, 2. 14; Larry Clarington 1-1 , 
2. 18; Billy Tyler 1-0, 3.27) 
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vsc 8, 
VSC 8, 
vsc 5, 
VSC 7, 

(L) VSC 3, 
VSC 3, 
vsc 7, 
VSC 6, 
VSC 6, 
VSC 7, 

(L) vsc 1 , 
(L) VSC 0, 
(L) VSC 3, 
( L) VSC 0, 

VSC 8, 
VSC 14, 
VSC 5, 
VSC 9, 

(L) VSC 1 , 
(L) VSC 0, 
(L) VSC 2, 

VSC 3, 
VSC 8, 

(L) VSC 0, 
(L) VSC 3, 
(L) VSC 4, 

VSC 5, 

VAl m~TA STAlE 
197b--Baseba II 

FINAL SCORES 
won 28 - lost 25 

Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 vsc 
Western Kentucky ...... 3 vsc 
Western Kentucky ..... . 1 VSC 
Duke ................. . 6 VSC 
Morr i s Harvey ........ . 4 VSC 
Morr i s Harvey · ........ 0 (L) vsc 
Morris Harvey · ........ 0 (L) VSC 
West Li berty State ... . 2 VSC 
III ino is Benedictine 5 (L) vsc 
III ino is Benedictine 0 (L) VSC 
III inois Benedictine 4 (L) vsc 
III i no i s Benedictine 1 (L) VSC 
Howard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 (L) VSC 
Flor i da State · ........ 9 VSC 
Tennessee · ............ 0 (L) VSC 
Ft. Valley State · ..... 1 VSC 
Ft. Valley State · ..... 0 VSC 
Otterbein · ............ 8 (L) VSC 
Otterbein · ............ 2 VSC 
Wr i ght State . . . . . . . . . . 2 (L) VSC 
Florida State · ........ 6 (L) VSC 
Erskine ............... 1 VSC 
Albany State . . . . . . . . . . 3 (L) VSC 
Georgia Southern ...... 5 VSC 
Georgia Southern · ..... 6 (L) VSC 
Georgia Southwestern . . 6 ( L) VSC 
Southern Tech · ........ 3 

'"'~ '''! .. " "'<! 

12, Southern Tech ......... 2 
7, Armstrong State · ...... 6 
8, Armstrong State · ...... 1 

11 , Mercer ................ 5 
3, Florida · .............. 1 
3, West Georgia .......... 5 
1 , West Georgia .......... 3 
4, Columbus · ............. 3 
0, Columbus · ............. 1 
1 , Lewis · ................ 5 
0, Lewis · ................ 3 
1 , Lewis · ................ 2 
1 , Augusta · .............. 2 
6, Augusta · .............. 0 
1 , Armstrong State · ...... 7 
6, Armstrong State · ...... 0 
6, Georgia Southwestern .. 4 
4, Southern Tech . ........ 8 

17, Southern Tech ......... 1 
0, Columbus · ............. 7 
1 , Columbus · ............. 3 
3, Flori da · .............. 2 
0, West Georgia .......... 6 

13, Albany State . ......... 4 
3, Augusta · .............. 5 
3, Mercer ................ 4 

,~ ...... ,... ~:7~~~~ 
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"0'- 4>5~~ ,··tytf.~;Jl<rl~"~ ...... ~·9:~~ .' . 1l-'" 1l ~.~ {\ ot\. 
~ ~, E .. tT.6I. r ~ . ~ _ .... _~ '""'" ;\&'je , ~ . ..' '., "" , ",:~r::::::. 

:1.·. ',.yg.CI. .t\e'l a'(t\.e'" 

:'i; .•. ,· . ..(,,;,11 =~.,11\~ 1:Q~n 
W .... " .. ~ . ··':·:.l~.:.t 0 \\1:'" ~ 
".. .' ~:iY ','tf ~. .,1I\t\t\et '" 0 

~ne ""e'" 
~'~&V' 

.;:1 et\ \,\\e 
~l~ e'" 
~9,a'(t\ 
~\t\~ 

~ ..... _Dn\.. ~~.y , .... ~ .. " .. _.'d .. 

~ !I~' ~~~s Gets 
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.,. ~~.s " P h r #~l/~;. ~est . unc 
',~ fZI §( . "fI.I, . . 1:; ~ ~ ~ f;",)lmes Staff Writer rIght fielder Nate WlI:lr''''_ 
.!; S' ~h r;r:; GF!ELD, Ill. -Off threw a bullet to 

~ ~.J ~: n? one. woulq ever and catcher Doug IVICI,;UUOCr. 
$' '" .~ ~ ~,ralg Viers has a had the ball waiting on 

~. "" JJ ~ ~.s ~ as short as a gar- Viers slammed into 
) ~!ii §1 ~~ ~ , ~I'S paycheck. catcher but he couldn't 
~~;§ ~ ~ §1 ~ • .f:: the exhibition he put the ball loose . 

./!~~ flJ ..... l..,fZI~ #: ~e NCAA Division II 
,_ oQ .§' Ii flJ ~. ~ ~ 0 eries here Tuesday 
J~ flJt!l~I.$iJ1 ~s. any indication, 
::'l.a~:'''J~ ~ : ..:c hve antagonists 
1 • Jf ~ 0 . tJ. S' ; ~ letter think twice 
~ flJ .... "'I ~ . ! e !ttinghim riled. 
;>_~.~.j':::i$ ; ~~as one. of th~ key 
..... "D' ~ ~ IS ~ m an elght-mmute-
? $ .:r ;s ~ ~, 5 It between Valdosta \:::./ J' c8 ~ ~ . Q,) ate College and the 
.... ~ ~. "t; §'. ' ::t: ty of ~alifornia at 
.i::- ~ .... J ~ "¥ fZI (,5 ........ e here Tuesday. . 
~,,"'III ~ .• 0 ~~l~l a: ..;:..ide won the game 8-7 
~ S! ~ 8U1qJ11d qJI ~ fe look of some of the 

~.q. , . , ~Iers, the Blazers 
, UI SUIMals i ~ dosta won the figh~. 
f~. aq 01 aJns s: ~ oblem.statted when 
''.j1 ~ , JaplsuoJ sa ~ ~s g~ttmg s~t to ~g 
~~i JOj PUIW sil ~ Ird m the eighth In-
,_ ~ ,1n<J mJJ!oj, ,.cKe,n Smith's long fly 
~ 'Slb\ sewoq' ... ft field. 
,~ I Q,)'d' tho . , . ..... ,.1 e Ird baseman .. 
. §,-SU!l(lOU P ..... rsley stepped close. 
~ ~ 311uW 01 , .0 Viers to im pair his 
"J!'I 'SU!qlAUU: _ .. . . ._ . the catch and make 
~ ~ I 'qS!q 0011! SumaS ldalf lsnf at{ l;)Bj aql <ll1dsap Al!l!Q!ssod -.U1U. 1I"''t''''D't JV t"-,-\ 'i ... ~ !;u>llg a little tougher 
'c;'fj ~ I .. 'Ples Anad .,'auoz "lI!JlS e S! mmo:>w lng ul - 'I1I 'O'I:!II.!IDNIlId toward the plate. . 
~'~"~ pUlJ 1. uPfl\~ Isnr \" "nlna asn J"lIJ M JJulS saw!~ AS Viers reacted to Carsley'.s 

'7Q

, s.IaZOI" 0 T IOllA SI qlda ~f;'ff;;:~~F·:F,~:~i 
A 0. ~. RIversIde s All American 

When both players 
Viers headed for the 
but got a :slight shove 
McCulloch. That's all it 
to light Viers' fire, He took 
swing at McCulloch and 
both teams were enga 
pushing, shoving a 
ching matches on the 

Viers somehow slip 
from the grasp of 
teammates and landed 
crashing left hand on 
head of Riverside n;tnhop. 

Steve Glaumt 
It was no d'oubt the 

punch thrown all night 
one that made Gla 
reluctant for any more 
tion. 

Just when the fight seemed 
about over, several VSC 
players pulled a Highlander 
off to the side and delivered a 
little individual attention. 

The umpires, head coactms 
and police finally broke 
the fight but not before 
several California players 
received dark noticeable 
bruises. 

None of the Blazers ap
to be 
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VAlDOSTA STATE BlAZERS 

Sometimes when things look the bleakest, good things happen. Such was the 
1977 season, that saw VSC go 47-16, and make their third National Tournament 
appearance in 5-years. Coming off the disappointing years of 1975 (36-17), and 
1976 (28-25), the Blazers had things fall together, and won their second South 
Athletic Conference title (13-2) since the inception of the League in 1974. 

The hitting (.315) was the best in the school's history, although averages 
in both college, and professional ball were way up. The pitching was good, even 
though the team ERA of 3.51 was the third highest in VSC history. The higher 
batting averages, and soaring ERA's were attributed to baseballs stitched in 
Hiati. 

Local-boy, Cecil Whitehead (.373) led the hitters, and had the greatest 
power year, since Gene Felts (1972). Cecil had 26 extra-base-hits, and broke the 
record for runs-batted-in (53). He got adequate support from a host of .300 
hitters, including Skip Fite (.366), Craig Viers (.348), Ken Smith (.333), Sal 
Amadeo (.330), Bruce Fowler (.329), David DeMersseman (.326), and Billy Forten
berry (.320). Fortenberry, Amadeo, and Viers formed the best hitting outfield 
since Felts, Bowen, and Register (1973 and 1974). 

Freshman, lefthander Jimmy Wall (8-1, 1.93 ERA), veterans Steve McDiffitt 
(10-1, 2.50 ERA), Bill Petty (7-2, 3.18 ERA), and Richard Sull ivan (9-4,3.62 
ERA) handled the starting chores, while CharI ie Beale (2-2, 2.81 ERA) pitched 
brilliant reI ief. Frosh Mike Raines (4-0, 6.59 ERA), and lefty, reliever Billy 
Tyler (3-2, 3.83 ERA) added much depth to the staff. 

The Blazers raced to 8-1, and 15-3 marks, and were 20-8 when they began 
their quest for the SAC crown. They shut-out Armstrong State three-times, 
blasted West Georgia in a 3-game series (allowing only 3-runs), and beat Southern 
Tech thrice (allowing only two runs). In Columbus, for a 3-game set, VSC won 
the Friday contest (10-3), before losing twice the next day (6-5, and 16-7). The 
Blazers held a 5-0 lead in that first-game, going into the bottom of the eighth, 
only to be beaten on a tenth-inning homer. 

Going into the final series of the season (at Augusta), Valdosta State had 
to sweep, while West Georgia had to beat Columbus 2 of 3. It happened exactly 
that way, and gave VSC the right to host the first South Atlantic Conference 
tournament, as regular season champions. Super, relief pitching by Beale, and 
a solid-hitting attack won the tourney, and put the NCAA Regionals in Valdosta. 

In the SAC tourney, the Blazers blasted Columbus, before spl itting with West 
Georgia (losing 16-8, and winning 8-5) the next day. The last day twin-bill was 
particularly important to VSC morale, since it was played without Whitehead, whose 
father had passed-away, the day before (it was the sixteenth, and seventeenth games 
that Cecil missed in 1977; the first 15 because of a hand injury). Freshman Ken 
Smith went 5x7, for the day, in Whitehead's position, as the team rallied for Cecil. 

The Regionals were a hard-fought affair, as VSC lost to West Georgia in the 
second-round (4-3, in 10-innings) to put themselves in the losers bracket. They 
had blasted 20-hits, a day earlier to pound Columbus 18-3 (behind Viers' 7 RBI's, 
and McDiffitt's pitching), and had to face them again, in a Saturday do-or-die 
situation. The Blazers won it 4-1, and moved into the finals versus the Braves. 

After falling behind 4-0 in the first-inning of the Sunday opener, VSC won a 
9-6 decision, and a second game became necessary. Bill Petty pitched a brilliant 



game (allowing only two runs; both unearned), and a bottom-of-the-ninth, 2-run 
homer, by Viers put the Blazers in Springfield (Ill., and the Nationals), with 
a 3-2 win. Viers was Regional MVP, going 11x19 at the plate, in five games. 

As usual in National Tournaments, VSC lost their first game (2-1, to top
ranked Eckerd), but did fight their way through the losers bracket, beating 
Shippensburg State (2-1, in 13-innings), and UMo-St. Louis (11-4). They were 
eliminated in the bottom-of-the-ninth, when UCalif-Riverside scored two-runs, 
for an 8-7 win. The school's National Tournament(s) record became 4-6 (with 5 
of the losses by 1-run), with a 1-6 record as visitors (VSC is 3-0 as the home 

team). 

_ Times Steff PhCIIO· 

YSC Catcher CecU Whitehead Waits For Throw 



TOP (l-r): Leach, Petty, McDiffitt, Fowler, DeMersseman, Raines, Viers, Smith, 
Whitehead, McLendon, Tyler, Feist. BOTTOM (l-r): Maini, Clarington, Beale, 
Fite, Sull ivan, Amadeo, Purdy, Shuman, Wall, Griffin, Fortenberry. 



VALOOSTA STAlE 
1977 ~aseb.11 

FINA~ STATISTIC~ 
wen 7 - los t 1 . 

J 

Cecil~Whitehead, c M R H BI AVG. 2B 3~ HR SB 150 51 56 53 .373 10 10 10 Skip Fite, 2b 227 72 83 26 .366 10 4 0 28 • Craig, Viers, rf 181 45 63 49 .348 14 6 2 17 Ken Smith, dh-c 81 1~ 27 21 .333 2 2 3 2 Sal Amadeo, cf 212 61 70 32 .330 11 2 5 11 Bruce Fowl er,1 b 167 40 55 22 .329 11 2 1 6 David DeMers seman , dh 227 58 74 37 .326 16 2 2 20 Billy Fortenberry, If 194 31 62 38 .320 10 1 2 1 Bart Shuman, ss 142 14 39 27 .275 1 2 1 2 Da I e Leach, 1 b 120 19 33 29 .275 4 0 2 3 Keith Griffin, 3b 181 31 47 3' .2'0 ~ 1 2 9 Keith Maini, ss 8a 21 17 1~ . 1 ~3 ~ 0 0 5 

TOTALS 2025 470 638 389 .315 104 29 30 119 

(B i II Petty, p 4-2, .500; ~illy Tyler, p 7-2, .286; Scott Alvarez, utI. 12-3 .250; Ken Purdy, of 21-4 . 190; Jimmy Wall, p 11-1 .091 ) 

G IP H R Ert BB SO W-L E.R.A. Jimmy Wa 11 11 79.1 4~ 24 17 36 32 8-1 1.93 Steve McDiffitt 15 101 '2 36 2' 37 64 10-1 2.50 Chuck Beale 22 41.2 44 21 13 19 21 2-2 2.81 B i I I Petty 13 73.2 81 38 26 23 27 7-2 3.18 Richard Sull ivan 16 74.2 68 34 30 35 45 9-4 3.62 Billy Tyler 11 44.2 36 25 19 33 38 3-2 3.83 

TOTALS '3 521.1 4'3 269 203 249 293 47-16 3.51 

(Dale Leach 1 -1 , 2.45; Larry Clarington 1-0, 4.87; Hodges McLendon 2-1 , 5.26; B i I I Ranne 0-2, 6.37; Mike Raines 4-0, 6.59; Ken Purdy 0-0, 37.70; Scott Alvarez 0-0, 81.00) 



(L) 

(L) 
(L) 

(L) 

(L) 

( L) 

( L) 

VSC 4, 
VSC 14, 
VSC 7, 
VSC 3, 
VSC 10, 
VSC 9, 
VSC 10, 
VSC 7, 
VSC 9, 
VSC 5, 
VSC 3, 
VSC 4, 
VSC 17, 
VSC 13, 
VSC 6, 
VSC 9, 
VSC 8, 
VSC 11, 
VSC 7, 
VSC 5, 
VSC 7, 
VSC 3, 
VSC 10, 
VSC 2, 
VSC 4, 
VSC 5, 
VSC 7, 
VSC 1, 
VSC 8, 
VSC 4, 
VSC 6, 
VSC 10, 
VSC 9, 
VSC 4, 
VSC 15, 

VALOOSTA STAlE 
1977 Baseball 

FINAL SCORES 
won 47 - lost 16 

Auburn ...•.•....•....• 8 
Rose-Hulman .......... . 
Morris Harvey ........ . 
Mo r r is Ha rvey ........ . 
Morris Harvey ....•...• 
Rose-Hulman .......... . 
Rose-Hulman •.......... 
Rose-Hulman 

1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
o 

Rose-Hulman ..•....•... 1 
Florida State ...•..... 14 
UWis-Parkside ......... 4 
Western Kentucky ...... 2 
Tennessee •....•....... 5 
111 inois Benedictine 2 
111 inois Benedictine 2 
111 inois Benedictine 2 
I J 1 i no i s Bened i c tine 5 
North Central .••....•. 3 
North Central .....••.. 8 
St. Francis .......... . 
St. Francis ..........• 
St. Francis .......... . 
Otterbein ...........•. 
Otterbein ............ . 
Otterbein ...•......... 
Florida ..........•.•.. 
Armstrong State ......• 
Armstrong State .••..•. 
Armstrong State ...... . 
St. Xavier .•...•.•.... 
St. Xav i er ........... . 
St. Xavier •...•.•..... 
West Georgia ......... . 
West Georgia .......•.. 
West Georgia ...••..... 

1 
5 
4 
7 
1 
2 
9 
o 
o 
o 
5 
5 
6 
o 
1 
2 

(L) 

(L) 

(L) 
(L) 
(L) 

(L) 

(L) 

( L) 

( L) 

Florida State 
Southern Tech 
Southern Tech 
Southern Tech 

9 
2 
o 
o 

VSC 3, 
VSC 17, 
VSC 9, 
VSC 6, 
VSC 2, 
VSC 5, 
VSC 10, 
VSC 10, 
VSC 10, 
VSC 5, 
VSC 7, 
VSC 3, 
vsc 13, 
VSC 6, 
VSC 7, 

Georgia Southern ...••. 1 
Georgia Southern .••... 26 
Georgia Southwestern •. 9 
Aubu rn ............... . 
Columbus 
Co 1 umbu s ..•....••..•.. 
Co 1 umbus .......•..•... 
Georgia Southwestern .. 
Augusta .•.....•....... 
Augusta ......•..•..... 
Augusta ....••.•••••... 

9 
3 
6 

16 
4 
6 
1 
2 

SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TOURNEY 
Valdosta, Ga. 

VSC 10, Augusta .....•...•••... 5 
VSC 18, Columbus .....•.....••. 7 
VSC 8, West Georgia .••.•••••. 16 
VSC 8, West Georgia .•.••.•••. 5 

NCAA SOUTH ATLANTIC REGIONAL 
Valdosta, Ga. 

VSC 18, Columbus ....•..•..•... 3 
VSC 3, West Georgia.......... 4 
VSC 4, Columbus •..••. ~ .•.•... 1 
VSC 9, West Georgia ..•..•..•. 6 
VSC 3, West Georgia ••.•••••.. 2 

NCAA DIVISION II WORLD SERIES 
Spr i ngf i e 1 d, 111. 

VSC 1, Eckerd .....•.........• 2 
VSC 2, Shippensburg State .•.. 1 
VSC 11, UMo-S t. Lou is. • • . . • • •. 4 
VSC 7, UCal if-Riverside...... 8 



VALOOSTA STAIT 
1977 

GAME LINESCORES 

February 26 
123 456 789 R H E 

Auburn ............................ 010 041 200 8-11-2 
Valdosta State .................... 111 000 001 4- 8-1 

Wimberly, Lowe (3) & Tragesay; Sullivan, Beale (5), 
Clarington (7), Raines (9) & Whitehead. (Fortenberry 2x3) 
WP: Lowe, LP: Sullivan (0-1) 

March 6 
123 456 R H E 

Rose-Hulman ....................... 000 010 1- 2-6 
Valdosta State .................... 207 50x --14-13-1 

Ellis, Wyscoski (3) & Neal; McDiffitt, Tyler (5) & 
Whitehead, Smith (5). (DeMersseman 3x4, 2b, 2b; Amadeo 
2x4; Whitehead 3-rbi's, 3b; Viers 3x3, 2b; Leach 3-rbi's) 
WP: McDiffitt (1-0), LP: Ellis. 

March 8 
123 456 789 R H E 

Morris Harvey ..........•.......... 000 021 000 3-7-9 
Valdosta State .................... 100 120 30x 7-7-3 

Brown, Chittum (6) & Samms; Petty & Whitehead. (Fite 
3x4; DeMersseman 2x5, 2b, 2b) WP: Petty (1-0), LP: Brown. 

March 9 

Morr i s Ha rvey .................... . 
Valdosta State ..........•......... 

Pugliese & Samms; McLendon, Beale 
(Whitehead 3x3, 2b; Leach 2-rbi's) 
Pug1 iese. 

123 456 789 R H E 
010 001 000 2-11-2 
010 001 001 3- 6-1 
(6) & Whitehead. 
WP: Beale (1-0), LP: 

123 456 7 R H E 
Morris Harvey ..................... 000 000 2 2-6-0 
Valdosta State .................... 105 310 x --10-9-1 

Lees, Lakas (6) & Bailey; Sullivan & Whitehead, Smith 
(6). (Maini 2x3; Amadeo 2x2; Whitehead HR, 6-rbi's; 
Griffin 2x3) WP: Sullivan (1-1), LP: Lees. 

March 11 
123 456 7 R H E 

Rose-Hulman ....................... 000 100 0 1-1-3 
Valdosta State ..........•......... 202 130 x 9-9-3 

Hammer, Skinner (6) & Neal; Clarington & Whitehead. 
(Fortenberry 2x2, 2-rbi's; Leach 2-rbi's; Fowler 3x3, 
3-rbi's) WP: Clarington (1-0), LP: Hammer. 

123 456 7 R H E 
Rose-Hulman .............•........• 000 000 2 2- 2-2 
Valdosta State ..............•..... 070 201 x --10-11-5 

Skinner, Foushee (3) & Bell; McDiffitt & Smith. (Fite 
3x4; Leach 2x3, 2-rbi's; Maini 2-rbi's; Fowler 2-rbi's; 
Smith 2-rbi's) WP: McDiffitt (2-0), LP: Skinner. 

• 



~~~~~~-------

March 19 
R H E 
2-9-3 
6-4-1 

123 456 7 
Illinois Benedictine •.•••....••... 001 100 0 
Valdosta State .•......••••.•...... 240 000 x 

Schultz & Deegan; Tyler, Beale (7) & Smith. 
(DeMersseman 2-rbi's; Leach HR, 2-rbi's) WP: Tyler 
LP: Schu 1 tz . 

(2-0), 

123 456 7 R H E 
Illinois Benedictine ...•••..••.... 110 000 0 2- 5-0 
Valdosta State ............•••....• 021 420 x 9-10-2 

Deering, Litzinger (4) & Terreberry, Foley (6); McLendon 
& Smith. (Viers 2x3, 2b, 3b; Griffin 2x3, 3-rbi's; Smith 
2-rbi ' s) WP: McLendon (1-0), LP: Deering. 

March 20 
123 456 789 R H E 

111 ino i s Bened i ct i ne ...•.......... 201 020 000 5-10-0 
Valdosta State ....•....••••.•..... 013 030 01x 8-11-3 

Chalkey & Terreberry; Raines, Beale (3), Sullivan (5) 
& Smith. (DeMersseman 3x3. 2b; Amadeo 2-rbi ' s) WP: 
Sullivan (2-1), LP: Chalkey. 

March 21 
123 456 789 R H E 

North Central .•.•...•.•.•••••..•.. 100 001 001 3- 8-4 
Valdosta State ...•.....•..••••.... 202 420 01x --11-14-2 

Lewis, Shimp (5), Dolan (7) & Dyke, Dakeovitch (7); Wall 
& Smith. (Fite 4x5, 2-rbi ' s; Maini 2x5; Leach 2x4, 2-rbi's; 
Viers 2x5, 2b) WP: Wall (1-0), LP: Lewis. 

March 22 
123 456 789 R H E 

North Central .........•.•.....•... 001 130 012 8-9-2 
Valdosta State .•.......•.......... 010 010 041 7-7-3 

Tapar, Shimp (8), Dolan (8) & Dyke; Clarington, Tyler 
(5), Beale (9) & Smith. (Amadeo 2-rbi's; Griffin 2x4, 3b; 
Smith 2x3) WP: Dolan, LP: Beale (0-2). 

March 23 
123 456 789 R H E 

St. Francis ............•........•. 001 000 000 1- 7-3 
Valdosta State ......•............• 200 200 01x 5-10-2 

Kmiec & Ford; McDiffitt & Smith. (DeMersseman 2x5; Viers 
2x4, 2-rbi's; Fortenberry 2x4; Smith 2x4) WP: McDiffitt 
(4-0), LP: Kmiec. 

March 24 
123 456 789 R H E 

St. Francis ........••............• 101 030 000 5-15-4 
Valdosta State .................... 000 011 32x 7-10-2 

Nickelson, Brown (8) & Ryley; Petty, Raines (8) & Smith. 
(DeMersseman 2x5; Fortenberry 3x3; Leach 2x4, 2-rbi's) 
WP: Raines (2-0), LP: Brown. . , 

I" 



March 12 
123 456 7 R H E 

Rose-Hulman ....................... 000 000 a 0- 3-2 
Valdosta State .................... all 203 x 7-11-2 

Woszscwski & Leitgabel, Bell (6); Tyler & Whitehead. 
(Fite 2x4; Amadeo 2x4; Whitehead 2-rbi's; Fowler 2x3) 
WP: Tyler (1-0), LP: Woszscwski. 

123 456 7 
Rose-Hulman ....................... 010 000 a 
Valdosta State .................... 020 502 x 

R H E 
1-1-4 
9-7-2 

Schultz, Skinner (4) & Neal; Raines & Smith. 
2x4, 3-rbi's; Leach 2x2; Fortenberry 2-rbi's) 
(1-0), LP: Schultz. 

(Viers 
WP: Raines 

March 13 
123 456 78 R H E 

Florida State ..................... 111 000 65 --14-14-1 
Valdosta State .................... 000 000 41 -- 5- 8-3 

Jones, Smith (6), Bedingfield (8) & Kennedy; Petty, 
Beale (7), Sull ivan (8) & Whitehead, Amadeo (3). (Fite 
2-rbi's; Fortenberry 3x4; Griffin 2x4) WP: Jones, LP: 
Petty (1-1). 

March 17 
123 456 7 

UWis-Parkside ..................... 000 004 a 
Valdosta State .................... 001 200 a 

Frankcour, Fosterly (5) & McKenna; Clarington, 
(6) & Amadeo. WP: Fosterly, LP: Beale (0-1). 

R H E 
4-6-2 
3-4-1 
Beale 

123 456 7 R H E 
Western Kentucky .......•.......... 001 001 a 2-10-2 
Valdosta State .........•....•..... 400 000 x 4- 7-2 

Brooks, George (6) & Kendall; Sullivan & Smith. 
(Leach 3x3) WP: Sullivan (1-1), LP: Brooks. 

March 18 
123 456 789 R H E 

Tennessee ......................... 000 002 210 5- 7-2 
Valdosta State .................... 431 034 02x --17-19-2 

McConkey, Hilton (5) & Basham, Mathews (6), Green (7), 
Huskisson (8); McDiffitt, Beale (7) & Amadeo, Smith (5). 
(DeMersseman 5x5, 2b; Fite 2x2, 2-rbi's; Amadeo 2-rbi's; 
Leach 2x4, 2-rbi's; Fortenberry 2-rbi's; Maini 3x6, 2-rbi's; 
Griffin 3x5, 2-rbi's) WP: McDiffitt (3-0), LP: McConkey. 

123 456 789 R H E 
Illinois Benedictine .............. 200 000 000 -- 2-6-6 
Valdosta State .................... 040 306 OOx --13-9-2 

Lally, Deering (6) & Terreberry; Petty & Amadeo, Smith 
(6). (Fite 3x5; Leach 2x4, 3-rbi's; Griffin 2x2) WP: 
Petty (2-1), LP: Lally. 



March 25 

123 456 789 R H E 
St. Francis ....................... 000 020 200 4-6-3 
Valdosta State .................... 000 001 110 3-9-5 

Beyler, Mutz (9) & Ford; Ranne, Tyler (6) & Smith. 
(Fite 2x4; Amadeo 3x5) WP: Seyler, LP: Ranne (0-1). 

March 26 

123 456 7 R H E 
Otterbein ......................... 031 102 0 7-14-3 
Valdosta State .................... 231 301 x --10- 9-6 

Dyson & Hoyle; Sullivan, Raines (2), Seale (4) & Smith. 
(DeMersseman 2x4, 2b, 3-rbi's; Amadeo 2x3, 2b; Griffin 
2-rbi's; Shuman 2x3, 2-rbi's; Smith 2x4) WP: Raines (2-0), 
LP: Dyson. 

Otterbein ........................ . 
123 456 7 R H E 
01 a 000 0 1 - 3 - 0 

Valdosta State ................... . 
Hillier & Clark; McLendon & Smith. 

HR) WP: McLendon (2-0), LP: Hillier. 

100 001 x 2-7-1 
(DeMersseman 2x3, 

March 27 

Ot te rbe in .............•.•......... 
Va I dosta State .............••..... 

Williams & Hoyle, Clark (8); Wall 
3x4, 2-rbi's, 3b; Griffin 2-rbi's) 
Wi I Iiams. 

March 29 at Gainesville, Fla. 

123 456 789 R H E 
000 200 000 2-6-0 
000 003 lOx 4-7-0 
& Smi th. (Fortenberry 
WP: Wall (2-0), LP: 

123 456 789 R H E 
Valdosta State .........•.......... 000 014 000 5-8-2 
Florida ........................... 050 000 40x 9-9-0 

McDiffitt, Ranne (2), McLendon (4) & Smith; Meadows & 
Shulock. (DeMersseman 3x5, HR, 4-rbi's; Fortenberry 2x4) 
WP: Meadows, LP: McLendon (2-1). 

April 1 at Savannah, Ga. 

123 456 789 R H E 
Valdosta State .................... 212 000 110 7-11-4 
Armstrong State ......•............ 000 000 000 0- 1-1 

Wall & Whitehead; Heller & Seitz. (DeMersseman 3x5; Fite 
2x5; Whitehead 2x4, HR, 3-rbi's; Amadeo 2x4, 2b, 2b) WP: 
WaIJ (3-0), LP: Heller 

April 2 at Savannah, Ga. 

123 456 789 
Valdosta State .................... 000 000 001 
Armstrong State ................... 000 000 000 

R H E 
1-4-1 
0-5-0 
McDiffitt McDiffitt & Whitehead; Aenchbacher & Seitz. WP: 

(4-0), LP: Aenchbacher. 



April 2 at Savannah, Ga. 
123 456 7 R H E 

Valdosta St~te .................... 202 103 0 8-8-0 
Armstrong State ............•...... 000 000 0 0-2-5 

Sullivan & Whitehead, Smith (7); Moore, Bla~k (6), 
Kinder (7) & Cox, Gre~n (7). WP: Sullivan (3-1), LP: Moore. 

April 3 
123 456 7 R H E 

St. Xavier ............•...•..•.... 000 202 1 5- 8-1 
Valdosta State .........•.•.•...... 102 010 0 4-11-2 

Fazy & Johnson; Tyler, Beale (6) & Whitehead. (DeMersseman 
2x4; Fite 2x4; Whitehead 2x3, 2b, 3b, 2-rbi ' s; Fortenberry 
2x3) WP: Fazy, LP: Beale (0-2). 

123 456 7 R H E 
St. Xavier ........................ 020 000 0 2- 5-2 
Valdosta State .....•.....•....•... 020 022 x 6-12-2 

Rogers, Benazo (6) & Lacascio; Petty & Whitehead. 
(DeMersseman 3x4; Viers 2x3, 2-rbi ' s; Amadeo 3x3; Shuman 
2x3, 2-rbi ' s) WP: Petty (3-1), LP: Rogers. 

April 4 
123 456 789 R H E 

St. Xavier ........................ 000 000 060 6- 6-2 
Valdosta State .........•..•....... 201 203 02x --10-13-2 

Hussey, Mazo (4), Maroni (8) & Johnson; Raines, Clarington 
(8), Beale (8) & Whitehead, Smith (8). (Fite 2x3; DeMersseman 
2x5, 2-rbi ' s; Whitehead 2-rbi ' s; Fowler 3x4, 2b; Shuman 2x3, 
2-rbi ' s) WP: Raines (3-0), LP: Mazo. 

April 8 
123 456 789 R H E 

West Georgia .............•........ 000 000 000 0- 4-5 
Valdosta State ..........•....•.... 202 200 03x 9-11-0 

Taylor, Detzer (3), Ayers (5) & Fite; Wall & Whitehead. 
(Fite 2x5; DeMersseman 2-rbi ' s; Whitehead 2x4, 3b, 3b, 2-
rbi's; Leach 2x4; Shuman 2x3) WP: Wall (4-0), LP: Taylor. 

April 9 
123 456 789 R H E 

West Georgia ...................... 000 100 000 1-10-2 
Valdosta State .................... 400 000 OOx 4- 7-3 

Campbell & Fite; McDiffitt & Whitehead. WP: McDiffitt 
(5-0), LP: Campbell. 

123 456 7 R H E 
West Georgia .........••.•......... 002 000 0 2- 6-0 
Valdosta State .•....•............. 040 920 x --15-15-0 

Taylor, Bennett (2), Criswell (4), McElroy (4), Germain 
(6) & Fite; Sullivan & Whitehead, Smith (6). (Leach 2x3; 
DeMersseman 3x4, 3-rbi ' s; Whitehead 2x2, 2b, HR, 2-rbi 1 s; 
Shuman 2x2, 3-rbi ' s) WP: Sullivan (4-1), LP: Taylor. 

• 



April 12 at Tallahassee, Fla. 
123 456 789 

Valdosta State ........•........... 000 120 000 
Florida State ........•............ 205 020 OOx 

Ranne, McDiffitt (3), Tyler (3) & Whitehead; 
(5) & McGlone, Kennedy (7). (DeMersseman 2x4) 
LP: Ranne (0-2). 

Apr i 1 15 

R H E 
3-5-7 
9-9-3 

Jones, Smith 
WP: Smi th, 

123 456 789 R H E 
Southern Tech ......•..•••••...•... 000 002 000 2- 5-3 
Valdosta State .........•.•.•...... 151 220 33x --17-15-1 

Dilbeck, Brackett (5) & Meintzey; Wall, Beale (8) & 
Whitehead, Smith (5). (Fite 2x4, 2-rbi's; DeMersseman 2x3, 
3-rbi's; Petty 2x2, HR; Smith 2x3, 3b, HR, 3-rbi's; Tyler 
2-rbi's; Shuman 3x4, 3b) WP: Wall (5-0), LP: Dilbeck. 

April 16 
123 456 789 R H E 

Southern Tech ...............••.... 000 000 000 0-5-5 
Valdosta State ....•..•••.....••... 110 200 32x 9-9-0 

Wood, Hunter (8) & Moss; McDiffitt & Whitehead, Smith (8). 
(Fowler 2x4, 3b, HR; Fortenberry 2x3; Leach 2x4, 2-rbi's) 
WP: McDiffitt (6-0), LP: Wood. 

123 456 7 R H E 
Southern Tech ........••••••••.•... 000 000 a 0-3-2 
Valdosta State ..••....••.••.•..... 040 002 x 6-7-0 

Stancil & Meintzer; Sullivan & Whitehead, Smith (7). 
(Fortenberry 2x3; Shuman 2-rbi's) WP: Sullivan (5-1), 
LP: Stanci 1. 

April 17 at Statesboro, Ga. 
123 456 7 R H E 

Valdosta State •.•.•.•••••.••.•.... 000 110 a 2-8-0 
Georgia Southern .....•.••..•.•.... 000 001 a 1-9-1 

Petty & Whitehead; Hodges & Hynko. (Viers 2x4) WP: 
Petty (4-1), LP: Hodges. 

123 456 7 R H E 
Valdosta State ...•..••.•••...••... 021 100 1 5- 7-5 
Georgia Southern .•......•.•....••• 156 149 x --26-24-1 

Tyler, McLendon (2), Beale (3), Clarington (3), Purdy 
(5), Alvarez (6) & Whitehead, Smith (6); Steidl & Hynko. 
(Fite 3x4; Fortenberry 2x3, 2-rbi's) WP: Steidl, LP: 
Tyl er (2-1). 

April 19 
123 456 789 R H E 

Georgia Southwestern .••.••.•..•... 053 000 010 9- 7-0 
Valdosta State ••...•.•...•...••••• 200 061 001 --10-18-4 

Smith, Tighe (6) & Baynard; Raines, Clarington (2), Tyler 
(3) & Whitehead. (Viers 2x6, 2b; DeMersseman 2x6, 3b; White
head 3x4, 3b, HR, 2-rbi's; Fortenberry 2x3; Fowler 3x4; Amadeo 
3x5; Griffin 3-rbi's, 2b) WP: Tyler (3-1), LP: Tighe. 



April 21 at Auburn, Ala. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta State ..........•......... 210 023 110 --10-13-6 
Auburn ............................ 020 150 001 -- 9- 9-5 

Ranne, Leach (4) & Whitehead; Chewalk, Sullivan (5), Lowe 
(5), Will iams (6), Wimberly (8) & Rushing. (Fite 2x5; 
DeMersseman 3x5, 2b; Fortenberry 3x5; Viers 3x5, 2b, 3-rbi's) 
WP: Leach (1-0), LP: Wimberly. 

April 22 at Columbus, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta State .................... 300 000 700 --10-17-1 
Columbus .......•......•.....•..... 000 110 001 -- 3- 6-5 

Wall, Petty (6) & Whitehead; Stonica, Masengale (7) & 
Hall. (Fite 2x5; Fowler 2x5; DeMersseman 2x5; Whitehead 
2x4, HR, 4-rbi's; Fortenberry 2x5, 2b; Viers 4x5, 3b; Griffin 
HR,2-rbi's) WP: Wall (6-0), LP: Stonica. 

April 23 at Columbus, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Va 1 dosta State •...•.••..•..•...... 000 100 040 5-7-4 
Columbus ..................•.•..... 000 000 051 6-8-2 

McDiffitt, Petty (8) & Whitehead; Prather, Betsill (8) 
& Hall. (Fite 2x5; Whitehead HR, 3-rbi's; Amadeo 2x4, HR) 
WP: Betsill, LP: Petty (4-2). 

123 456 7 R H E 
Valdosta State .................... 120 012 1 7-12-3 
Columbus ................•.•...•... 440 242 x --16-14-0 

Sull ivan, Tyler (1), Raines (2), Beale (4) & Whitehead; 
Bailey, Betsill (5) & Hall. (Fite 2x4, 3b; Fortenberry 
2x4, 2b; Fowler 2x4; Amadeo 2x3, HR, 2-rbi's; Shuman 2-
rbi's) WP: Bailey, LP: Sullivan (5-2). 

April 26 at Americus, Ga. 
123 456 789 10 R H E 

Va I dosta State .................... 010 002 000 a 3- 9-3 
Georgia Southwestern .............. 020 000 100 1 4-16-0 

Leach & Whitehead; Bonagura & McCorkle. (Viers 2x5; Fowler 
2x5; Shuman 3x4) WP: Bonagura, LP: Leach (1-1). 

April 29 at Augusta, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta State .........•.......... 002 131 132 --13-15-4 
Augusta ................•.......... 006 000 000 -- 6- 4-2 

Wall & Whitehead; Freeman, Crown (8) & Crawford. (Amadeo 
2x3, 2b, HR, 3-rbi ' s; DeMersseman 2x5, 2b; Whitehead 2x4, 2b; 
Fortenberry 2x4; Griffin 2x3, 2b, HR, 4-rbi's; Shuman 2x5, 2b) 
WP: Wall (]-O), LP: Freeman. 

April 30 at Augusta, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta State .................... 000 420 000 6-10-4 
Augusta .......•................... 001 000 000 1- 7-3 

McDiffitt & Whitehead; Belcher & Crawford, Key (6). 
(Fowler 2x3, 2b; Fortenberry HR, 3-rbi's; Griffin 2x4) WP: 
McDiffitt (7-0), LP: Belcher. 



April 30 at Augusta, Ga. 
123 456 7 

Valdosta State .................... 110 000 5 
Augusta ........................... 200 000 0 

Petty & Whitehead; Poppell, Crown (7) & Key, 
(2). (DeMersseman 3x4, 2b, 2-rbi ' s; Fite 3x4, 
Fortenberry 2b, 2-rbi ' s) WP: Petty (5-2), LP: 

R H E 
7-11-0 
2- 3-1 

Crawford 
2b,2-rbi ' s; 
Poppell. 

May 6-- SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT at Valdosta, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Valdosta State ............•...•... 201 220 111 --10-13-0 
Augusta ........................... 000 003 200 -- 5-10-4 

Petty, Beale (7) & Whitehead. Freeman, Crown (3), Poppell 
(5) & Crawford. (Fite 3x4, 2b, 2b, 2-rbi ' s; Viers 3x5, 2b, 
2b, 2-rbi ' s; Whitehead 3x4, HR; Fowler 2x6; Amadeo 2x4, 2b, 
2-rbi's) WP: Petty (6-2), LP: Freeman. 

May 7-- SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT at Valdosta, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

Columbus ...............•.......... 000 042 010 -- 7-12-4 
Valdosta State •..................• 200 842 02x --18-18-3 

Stonica, Masengil (4), Montgomery (4), Blair (6) & Hall; 
McDiffitt, Beale (6) & Whitehead. (DeMersseman 2x4; Fite 
3x4, 2b, 2b; Viers 3x5, 2b; Whitehead 3x5, HR, 6-rbi's; 
Fowler 2x6, 2b; Amadeo 2x4, 2b; Griffin 2-rbi ' s) WP: 
McDiffitt (8-0), LP: Stonica. 

May 8-- SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT at Valdosta, Ga. 
123 456 789 R H E 

West Georgia .......••.........•..• 400 502 401 --16-18-2 
Valdosta State ......••..•..•...... 020 102 030 -- 8-12-6 

Ayers, Criswell (8) & Fite; Wall, Tyler (4), Mclendon (6), 
Raines (7) & Smith. (Fowler 2x4, 2b; Amadeo 3x4; Fortenberry 
2x4, HR, 3-rbi ' s; Smith 3x4, 2b, HR, 3-rbi ' s) WP: Ayers, 
LP: Wa 11 (7-1). 

123 456 789 R H E 
Valdosta State •....•....•••..•..•. 010 041 110 8-13-5 
West Georgia ....••..•....•........ 000 003 020 5-11-1 

Sullivan, Beale (8) & Smith; Criswell, Campbell (2), Mc 
Elroy (7) & Fite. (DeMersseman 2x4, 2b; Fite 2x3, 2b; Smith 
2x3, 2-rbi's; Griffin 2x4) WP: Sullivan (6-2), LP: Criswell. 

NOTE: see all tournament game linescores in the TOURNAMENT 
section .......•.. The South Atlantic Conference 
Tournament has no "official" designation with the 
NCAA, although in 1977, the tournament winner (VSC) 
had the inside-track to hosting the NCAA Regional 
Tournament .......... To be included in the hitter's 
list re: each linescore, a player must have had 2, or 
more, hits; 2, or more, rbi's; no extra-base-hits are 
included unless a player met the above criteria. 

NOTE: in other games in the South Atlantic Conference Tour
nament-- Columbus 7, West Georgia 4; West Georgia 2, 
Augusta 0; West Georgia 12, Augusta 9 ......... . 

Blazers selected to the All-Tournament team, included: 
Chuck Beale (p); Cecil Whitehead (c); Skip Fite (2b); 
Sal Amadeo (cf); and Craig Viers (If). 



'V' For-Viers, VSC and Victory 
)'al4o.a State CoDege r1ptftelcler Cralg Vier. t. mobbed by 

happy teallllllal.' moments after be drDled a tWO-rUll, game
-wtnnlng home I'IUI a,alnlt We. Georgia CoDegebere Sunday 
which handed tbe mazer. tbe Soulb Atlantic Regional bale ball 
championship. VSC lwept a doubleheader frOIll Welt Georgia 
Smtday to claim tbe title and advance to the NCAA Division II 

national tournament May 28-31 In Springfield, m. VIers' 
dramatic bome run came ill the boUo. of the ninth innillg With 
the Blazers &ralling 2-1. The VSC J-.lor wal named the tour~ 
nament'l most valuable player. DetaUlofthe exciting twin Wli " 
Iweep are on page 10. - Tim .. Staff Photo by Mike DoWie. 
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By MARTIN REGISTER 
Craig Viers lofted a ninth

iIuIing two-run homer over 
.the right fi~d fence here 
Sunday ,lifting Valdosta State 
College's Blazers to a 3-2 win 
over West Georgia in the 
NCAA South. Atlantic 
Regional Division II baseball . 
championship game. 

Valdosta State had upended 
the Braves, previously un
beated in the double 
elimination t()urney, 9-6, in a 

. game played· earlier in the 
, day, to force the final contest. 

Wellt Georgia pitcher Brad 
Campbell had held coach 
Tommy Thomas's Blazers 

.---." hitless through two innings 

= after relieving s.t arter Bill 
Taylor in the seventh frame, 
b~fore Viers pulled the game 
out of fire for VSC. 

= Valdosta State collected 
just four hits, half as .many as 

. the Braves of coach Archie 

= White, and committed three 
errors to none for West 
Georgia. 

But the Braves made little 
• ~ use of the runners it put on 

~ 
base, stranding seven to the 
Blazers'three. 

Viers' shot just cleared the 
right field corner as West 

~ Georgia outfielder Leonard 
Hartsfield crashed into the 
fence in a vain effort to avert 

== 
disaster. 

Hartsfield lay stunned for a 
few moments as the highly 
partisan crowd roared to its 
feet. ' 

~~ 
~ rl'. 
.~ \I.J. 

Bill Petty went the 
distance on the mound for the 
Blazers, scattering eight hits 
effectively in the do-or-die 
win. 

The victory pul the Blazers 

» 

among prestigious company, 
as.one of only eight division II 
teams remaining in the race 
for tlie n.ational cham-
pionship. . 

The national tourney is to 
be held in Springfield, Ill., in 
two weeks. 

West Georgia left men on 
the' bases in four of the first 
five innings, but Valdosta 
State had difficulty. getting 
men even that far. 

Sal Amadeo finally' gave 
the BIRzers their first hit, in 
the· fifth inning, with a 
towering home run to left 
iield. 
. But West Georgia an

swered in the sixlh when, 
aided by two Blazer errors, it 
scored both its runs. 

That's the way things 
stood, as Taylor -and Cani: 
pbelJ consistently mowed 
down VSC's powerful hitters, 
until Viers' blast, with second 
baseman Skip Fite on board, 
decided the outcome. 

Viers, as White pointed out 
later, had attempted to bunt 
on two previous pitches. "If 
he had been able to bunt," 
White said, "this would never 
had happened." 

The Blazer rightfielder, 
who batted .599 and banged 
out 15 RBI in the three-day 
tournev. was chosen its Most 
Valuable Player by a special 
all-tournament team com
mittee. 

'Skip Fite was named to the 
team as second baseman, 
while Amadeo was tabbed as 
its centerfielder, VSC catcher 
C,,-cil Whitehead was chosen 
as the designated hitter. and 
Pelt" and teammate Steve 
McDiffitt were named as 
pitchers. 

West Georgia's towering 
Dan Logan. who is 6·7 and 
looks even bigger, was 
tabbed as the all·tournament 
first baseman, while fellow 
Brave Bill Fite was named to 
the catcher's position. 

The fie'ry ex-paratrooper, 
older brother of VSC's Skip 
File, was obviously a team 
leader for the Braves, but his 

enthUsiasm got him into 
trouble Saturday. 

Violently contesting a call 
at the plate, he was finally 
ejected from that game. 

Third baseman James 
Brown, shortstop Tommy 
Harrell and leftfielder Mark 
Landers were named to the 
honor team from Columbus 
College. 

Randolph -Macon, the 
tourney's only team not from 
the state of Georgia, ab
sorbed two lopsided losses 
early in the tourney and 
failed to place a player on the 
all-tournament team. 

Thomas, ecstatic over his 
team's rise from what look eo 
like certain elimination twice 
in one day, did little to hide 
his emotions. 

"It was really a great win," 
he said, understating the 
situation after the second 
liame. "I'm still on a cloud. 
I'm just thrilled, thrilled for 
the boys. 

"I have to hand it to West 
Georgia, and to all the teams 
in this tourpament. They 
worked hard ... but so did we. 

"I think its only right that 
we won, and that we are 
going to the national tour
nament. This team had the 
best season of anyone in the 
region, so it deserves to go." 

White disagreed. "We did 
allright." he said. "I still 
think we have the better 
ballclub, though. Look at the 
hits. With four hits, there's no 
wav VSC should have won 
this game. 

"But I really hope they 
(VSC) do well out there at the 
national tournament." 

"Viers was just amazing," 
Thomas said of his small, 
gutty outfielder, who tied two 
school records with five hits 
and seven RBI in a game, 
against Columbus on Friday, 
"and Petty did a grea·t job, 
especially toward the finish." 

"But I could go on and 
name every player on the 
team. There are so many 
people who are in·on this, and 
I'm so happy for all of them." 

Thomas was right in 

PJe lalbo;tal9aUu 'fllt, 
SPORTS 

Monday, May 16,1977 -10-
./ 

pointing out that the cham
pionship was not won on the 
efforts of just a few players. 

Keith Maini came in at 
shortstop il] the ninth inning 
of the second game and 
promptly ignited a double 
play, which ended a poten
tially dangerous situation for 
the Blazers by cutting down 
Brave runners at first and 
second and ending the inning 
for West Georgia. 

But the second game 
wasn't the only time VSC 
rallied out of a bad situation. 

Helped along by three VSC 
errors and two hits, the 
Braves breezed to a 4-0 lead 
in the first inning of the first 
game. where a win would 
have given them the title 
outright. 

But a three-run triple by 
Viers in. the third inning 

helped to tie matters up, and 
VSC came back to go ahead 8-
4 in the fourth inning on hits 
by Whitehead, Amadeo and 
first baseman Bruce Fowler, 
and on two walks given up by 
Brave pitcher Chris Criswell. 

Criswell had come in for 
Phil Taylor, who had 
replaced starter Lynn Ayres 
in the third frame. 

Chuck Beale, who came in 
during the third inning for 
starter Dale Leach, was 
awarded the hill win for the 
Blazers. 

Richa'rd S'ullivan, who 
pitched the majority of the 
final three innings, was 
credited with a save. Ayres 
took the mound loss for West 
Georgia .. 

The Blazers outhit West 
Georgia, 13-11, in that game, 
but also committed more 
errors. four to one. 

Boxes 
FIRST GAME 

VSC ab r h bi _WG 
OMssmn dh 2 0 0 0 SpwI If 
Smhdh 30 1 0 CmPbI 
l=ile2b 4 1 1 0 Hmr cf 
Vrs rI 32 1 3 Evnsss 
IMllhdc 3 220 I=ilec 
Amdocl 5 1 43 19n Ib 
I=wlr lb 5 1 1 1 Htlrk dh 
Frlbv II 4 0 1 0 Htsfd rf 
Grin 3b 3 1 1 1 Dbse3b 
Shmnss 31 1 1 Blck2b 
Lchp 0000 Avr.p 
Blep 0000 Tvlrp 
SlIvn p 0 0 0 0 CrlM p 

abrhbi 
2 1 2 0 
• 2 00 
6 I 0 0 
6 1 00 
3 I 2 2 
4 1 1 1 
504·2 
50 1 0 
50 I 0 
5000 
0000 
0000 
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It Was A Big HomeRun 
It wasn't the fabled "shot beard 'round the world", but 

to the people involved, It was just as big a·horne run. 
Craig Viers connected for the most important hit of his 

life at Blazer Field .here Sunday when he slapped a 335-
root job just 'ou~ of the reach of West Georgia rightfielder, 
Leonard Hartsfield. 

As Hartsfield dived onto the right field fence, the now 
suddenly tiny white piece of cork and cowbide landed a 
tantalizing foot beyond his outstretched glove. 

When Hartsfield collapsed in a gutty display of disgust 
and pain back on the playing field, the hopes of the Braves 

. from Carrollton collapsed with him. 
In the other dugout, the red-jerseyed Blazers exhibited 

unbridled emotion. Their joy was deep rooted sitK:e Viers' 
home run meant a 3-2 VSC win and a trip to Springfield, 
Ill. for the NCAA Division II national tournament. 

As Viers rounded the bases, pUshing through team
mates on his way from third to home, different thoughts 
clouded the minds of key individuals in the piece of 
Valdosta State history unfolding out on the diamond. 

"I knew it was gone, but I thought it was going to hook 
foul," Viers said of only his second home run' of the 
season. "He (VSC head coach Tommy Thomas) had me 
bunting at first, but after that I was just trying to hit it." 

Thomas took off the bunt when Braves' pitcher Brad 
·Campbell got two quick strikes on the Crown Point, Ind. 
·letthander. With that· 0-2 count,and teammate Skip Fite 
waiting in the blocks at first base, Viers smashed any 
national tournament hopes West Georgia 111igbt have 
entertained. 

And Braves' head coach Archie White was entertaining 
them. 

"I thought we had them whipped," White said of the 2-1 
'lead his club had going into the bottom of the ninth inning. 

. "If the guy had laid the ball down like he was supposed to, 
it might have been different. I wanted him to lay it down. 

"I knew they had two righthanders coming up, and I 
figured Brad would get them. Normally, he (Viers) would 
have eoded up the goat for not bunting, and he.winds up 
the hero.' . 

"But 1 still think we had the best ballclub. For a ballclub 
that wasn't even supposed to be here, 1 thought we did a 
helluva job." 

VSC catcher Cecil Whitehead was following Viers in the 
batting order and WQuid have come up with one out and 
Fite on second had the sacrifice bunt worked. 

"1 was just hoping Craig would do it because I didn't 
want to come up," Whitehead said. This was the same 
modest Whitehead who already has more RBI (50) than 
any player on the team and needs only one more to break 

'Gene Felts' alltime record. 
From Bill Petty, the VSC pitcher in the game who had 

seen his teammates commit crucial errors to let in both of 
West Georgia's runs, there was no comment ... only a 
physical reaction. 

Viers' swing had given new life to Petty's final season in 
a VSC uniform. He was one of the first to reach the hero of 
the day and one of the last to stop crowing about it. How 
fitting it was for he and Steve McDiffitt, the freshmen 

Chason 
Times Sports Editor 

sensations back in '74, to trot to the infield together when:' 
they were announced to the all-tournament team. 

And finally there was Thomas himself. 
The man who suffered throllgh a 28-25 BealOn a year ago 

• had a .. deep grin plastered on his suntanned face and a 
merry twinkle sunk deep into his eyes. behind his glasses. 

And he couldn't stop giggling like a schoolgirl headed 
for her first Sunday School party with a member of the 
opposite sex. . 

Accepting congratulatory handshakes from the men 
and hugs from the women, young and old, the home-grewn 
bachelor took a long time just to soak up the enormity of it 
all. 

"I honestly felt there was a chance to win it," Thomas 
said. "We had the meat of the order coming up .. But a 
homerun was the last thing on mymind." 

This r.eporter reminded Thomas of a similar blast 
former VSC standout Leroy Purdy had hit many long 
years ago. . 

"That was a good one," Thomas I18reed, "but this one is 
better beca use it is now." 

Purdy'snome run came in a bottom afthe ninth, twooo()ut 
situation in the NAIA District 25 tournament in Columbus. 
It sent Valdosta State to. the area tournament. 

"It is. fitting that We should win this tournament," 
Thomas s'aid. "We had the best rreason record, we had the 
best record against the teams in the tournament, and by 
cracky, our guys deserved it." 

Thomas'said last week til at neither ,Columbus nor West 
Georgia should have been invited totbe regional because 
VSC had defeated both for the SoutbAtlantic Conference 
regular season and tournament titles. As it turned out, the 
Blazers again proved they were the best team , 

As the sun began to seton Blazer Field, Thomas was 
still around long after the batii~1a, fttM., ft'i'fIjtjr league 
scouts, Braves and Blazers had left. -

What was going through his mind as he gazed onto the 
now empty field which had beel1 filled with so much ex-
citement only minutes before. ' . 

"It's all over ," he said. "I know for sure West Georgia', 
not going to get to bat again." 

• 



Blazers Eye Win 
In First Round 

By MIKE CHASON 
In 1974, a pair of wild-eyed 

freshmen with Yankee ac
cents joined the Valdosta 
State College baseball team. 

At the time, nobody ex
pected much out of Bill Petty, 
a smooth-working lefthander 
from Grove City, Ohio, or 
Steve McDiffit, an awkward
looking New Martinville, W. 
Va. righthander. 

But as the season 
progressed, the two first-year 
men, who became fast 
friends, gained almost as 
much ink as VSC's famed '74 
outfield of Sam Bowen, Gene 
Felts and Jerome Register. 

With the outfield trio, all 
destined to sign minor league 
contracts, supplying the 
offensive power, Petty and 
MeDiffitt provided the pit
ching. 

Nicknamed the "giant
killer" because of his clutch 
performances against major 
college competition, McDiffit 
gained the starting nod in 
VSC's first game ever in the 
NCAA Division II national 
tournam ent. 

Either Springfield, Ill. 
wasn't his kind of town or 
New Orleans University had 
some Cajun magic working 
for it, because McDiffitt got 
shelled in the first three in
nings. 

VSC eventually lost the 
game 13·9. 

The next day, Petty was 
near perfect against New 
Haven, Conn. but lost a lough 
1-0 decision, and the BlazE:rs 
headed for home. 

Now, it's three years later 
and Valdosta State is back in 
Springfield after that same 
national title it didn't even 
get a smell of in 1974. 

And again. McDiffitt is 
scheduled to pitch Saturday's 
2:45 p.m. (CST) first game 
against Eckerd (Fla.J. 

"I'm hoping it will be better 
this time," McDiffitt said, 
"but my arm has been 
hurting me lately. I've been 
getting some ultrasound on it, 
but I dOUbt it will really be 

BILL PETTY 
'Pretty Good Pitching' 

ready." 
McDiffitt piled up 10 wins 

against no defeats this year 
with the second lowest earned 
run averag'e (2.29) on the 
team. Freshman lefthander 
Jimmy Wall had a 2.10 ERA 
with a 8-1 record. 

, 
Has three extra years of 

experience turned McDiffitt 
into a battle-hardened 
veteran? 

"I know I'll still be a little 
nervous out there, but I think 
anybody would," he said. 
"The butterflies wiII "still be 
there. 

"I think this team is better 
all-round than the one in '74 
We had some great players, 
but we didn't have any pit
ching. " 

Petty, who hasn't been 
designated a tourney starting 
assignment so far by VSC 
head coach Tommy Thomas, 
agrees this year's 45-14 club 
is better. 

"We're a better hitting 
team," Petty said. "Our 
outfield was great that year, 
but the infield wasn't that 
good. 

"I say we'll do all right. I 
believe we'll play at least 
four games. The last time, 
after me and Steve pitched, 
nobody else was that im
pressive. 

"Our pitching has been 
pretty good this year. I think 
Chuck Beale has made the 
difference. " 

Beale, a senior righthan
der, provided timely relief 
perform ances in both the 

STEVE McDIFFITT 
Giant-Killer 

tournam en t and the South 
Atlantic Regional. 

P-etty. 7·2 with a 3.00 ERA, 
was also instrumental in the 
Blazers' success in the 
tournaments. He was named, 
to the all-regional tourney 
team along with McDiffi~t. 

, Other members of the team 
figure winning the first game 
is the real key in the double 
elimination national tour· 
nament. 

'·'If we win the first game, 
we'll win it all," second 
baseman Skip Fite said. 

"I think the winner of the 
first game will go all the 
way," relief pitcher Billy 
Tyler said. 

"We've got to win the first 
one," rightfielder Craig Viers 
echoed. "If you lose the first 
one, you just have to play too 
many games." 

Not a Single Blazer 
predicted instant success. All 
seemed confident the team 
could hit with the best' the 
tourney had to. offer, 
however. 

The biggest question mark 
seemed to be occasional 
defensive lapses which have 
gotten the team in trouble 
more times than one: 

In Saturday'S first game. 
New Haven meets Ship
pensburg (Pa.) State at noon. 

After the VSC-Eckerd 
game, Southern Illinois of 
Edwardsville takes on the 
University of Missouri at St. 
Louis at 6 p.m. At 8:45 p.m., 
Delta (Miss,) State tangles 
with the University of 
California at Riverside. 

Second round action begins 



~ckerd scratche~ 
out 2-1 victory 

1 _ Hal PIlger 
I 1IIe u;uany potent Eckerd College of

f .. managed only three hits, but ~wo 
~. them were opposite-field home runs 
at the No. I-ranked Tritons outlasted 
valdosta State, 2-1, Saturday in the sec
cnI game of the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association DiVision II World 
Sertes at Lanphier Park. 

nW Tritons (32"7) of St. Petersburg, 
Fla., carried a .339 team batting aver
age into the contest· and didn't get their 
third hit Wltil Joe Westmoreland singled 
. ~ cen~l' in.the eighth inning. 

But the Blazers (45-15) of Valdosta. 
Ga., btought a .318 team mark. to the' 
parlt andhad only four hits, including an 
infield single and a double that caromed 
off the third-base bag. 

The difference was Joe LeFebvre, a 
left-handed hitter who ripped a first-in-

I Ding homer over the right-field fence, 
and Steve Balboni, a right-handed hitter 
~ bombed a seventh-inning homer 
over the left-field fence. 

Both shots were first-pitch deliveries 
·from starter and loser Steve McDiffitt, 
who suffered his first loss against 10 tri
umphs . 

The winner was _ sophomore Kerry 
Freedman (12-1), who in addition to al
lowing four hits gave up eight walks and 
\IlCOrked·a pasir of wild pitches - one 
of which sent home. Valdosta's only rWl 
in the fifth inning after an hour delay 
because of rain. 

But Freedman had it when he needed 
it, striking out 10 Blazers and escaping 
bases-loaded jams in the eighth and 
ninth innings unscathed. 

"That's his kind of ball game," Eck- , 
erd Coach Bill Livesey said of his YOUI'll ' 
right-bander. He walked the bases 
loaded in Miami and then struck out the 

------------------------------------------------------------------------1 
1Ide. You go with what bn.ong you here," 
be quipped, "and he brung us here. 
He'll strand 14 men." . 

Valdosta didn't strand 14, but the Bla
B'$did leave eight men on base by fail
ing to get the big hit, especially in the 
late going. -

"Lack of the key hit," sighed Valdosta 
Olach Tom Thomas;· "But I UUnk the 
two pitchers just did an outstanding job. 
Both teams came in as two of the best
hitting teams in the East, and both were 
completely shut down, e~cept for their 
two home runs. 

"I think that's an indicatipn of just 
how much power both guys have who hit 
the ball. Aiid I think it's an indication of 
how much speed was on the ball.· It may 
have been over the outside part of the 
plate, but they (Eckerd) weren't pulling 
anything off him (McDiffitt) all day." 

Uvesey noted his young team, which 
started one senior, three juniors and six 
sophomores . (including the designated 
hitter), was tight playing in its first 
'World Series. 

"But we've got no excuses," Livesey 
added. "That's the lowest· rWl total I 
can remember this season. We've been 
averaging about 9.7 runs per game. We 
scored 15, six and 11 in the (South Atlan
tic) r:egional. 

"We'"" suppol:I8d, to be the No. 1 
school in the state In academics, but we 
didn't show it today. It seemed like 
seboo1 was out, beca,use we dido't learn 
anything. 

pitch an intelligent game. We didn't 
make the adjustments. The two boys 
(leFebvre and Balboni) did; they went 
to the opposite field. And we had a hit to 
center. Going to the opposite field and 
to center is the only way to hit flO off
speed, breaking-ball pitcher. 

"We had three players adjust, and six 
who took the day off. But we did play 
defense." 

Eckerd, which committed no errors to 
three for Valdosta, came up with the 
fielding gem of the game with the bases 
full of ~lazers in the eighth. 

Valdosta's Billy Fortenberry cracked 
a double that hit the center-field fence 
on one hop. Freedman retired the next 
two batters, but got back in hot water 
by walking Bill Petty and Skip Fite. 
Then he got Craig Viers to pop up on the 
first pitch. 

The ball drifted foul and headed for 
the stands, but Eckerd third baseman 
Randy Kwist, a sophomore as is Le
Febvre and Balboni, raced to the fence 
in front of his team's dugout and 
reached over the rail to grab the· ball 
before it could land among his team- . 
mates. 

. Freedman walked Cecil Whitehead, a 
.388 hitter at the start of the game who 
had singled his last time up, to begin the 
ninth. A wild pitch put Whitehead at 
second. But }<'reedman fanned the next 
two Blazers before walking two to fill 
the sacks. The hurler then forced pinch
hitter Ken Smith to tap back to the 
roound to end the threat and the game.' 

LeFebvre's first-inning blast held up 

for Eckerd until the top of the fiftli~ 
With a thunderstorm rushing toward the 
parlt, Sal Amadeo lined a ball off the 
third-base bag, and he pulled into sec
ond with a leadoff double when left
fielder Pete Eagleson slipped on the 
turf, which had been dampened by.ear-
lier rainfail. ' )-

Bruce Folwer's sacrifice bWlt ~ 
Amadeo to third, but with a two-ball, 
one-strike COWlt on Fortenberry, play 
was halted as the storm hit, and the 
field was covered. About an hour later. 
Fortenberry fanned, but not before a 
wild pitch had sent Amadeo home with 
the tying tally. Freedman then ended 
the inning by striking out Keith Griffin. 

Balboni's game-winning blast over the 
34().foot sign in left was his 19th homer 
of the ·season. LeFebvre's blast was his 
seventh. 
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l!Iitting Lets Blazer~ 
I Down In 2-1 Loss I 

By MIKE CHASON 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. - The 

old joke goes thai the un
dertaker is the last guy to let 
you down. 

Before Saturday, Valdosta 
(Ga.) Slate's Blazers figured 
their hitting would be the last 
thing to let them down. 

But in the NCAA Division II 
National Baseball tour
nament here Saturday, the 
joke was on the Blazers. 

Valdosta State left the 
bases loaded two times and 
managed but four hits 
en route ~o a 2-1 loss to Eckerd 
College in the first round of 
the double elimination 
tournament. 

The now 45-15 Blazers 
battle Shippensburg (Pa.) 
State in a noon game today in 
the loser's bracket. Ship
pensburg lost a 6-1 decision to 
New Haven, Conn., in another 
first round game Saturday. 

In night action, the 
University of Missouri at st. 
Louis met Southern Illinois 
University at Edwardsville. 
and Deita(Miss.) State' 
tangled with the University of 
California at Riverside. 

Batting .318 as a team. not 
hitting the ball seemed to be 
the least of the Blazers' 
worries as they prepared to 
face the Tritons from St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 

But on a rainy, overcast 
after:llOon at Lamphier Park 

.. -

'ltbe1JalbollaJaUullimti' 
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here, a lack of hitting proved 
to be the biggest worry of all. 

Eckerd, rated the number 
one team in the country, 
didn't swing the bat the way 
head ·coach Bill Livesey 
wanted either. But the 
Tritons' power boys came 
through against the VSC 
pitcher, Steve McDiffitt. 

McDiffitt, now lO-l, pitched 
an almost flawless three
hitter. However, two of those 
hits were long, opposite field 
home runs by Joe LeFebvre 
and Steve Balboni. 

LeFebvre's line shot zipped 
out of the park at the 335-foot 
mark in left field in the first 
inning. 

Balboni. leading the nation 
in homers with 24, lofted a 
McDiffitt fastball over the 
right center fence into an oak 
tree 345 feet away in the 
seventh inning. 

That drive proved to be the 
game winner in a contest 
delayed 67 minutes by rain. 

The delay came in the VSC 

fifth with centerfielder Sal 
Amadeo standing on third as 
a result of a -single, the' only 
Triton error, and a sacrifice. 

With only one out and Billy 
Fortenberry at the plate, 
spectacular streaks of 
lightning and loud crashes of 
thunder sent the sparse 
crowd scurrying under the, 
grandstand and the teams off 
the field. 

The interruption <:ame at a 
time when Eckerd pitcher 
Kerry Freedman, now 13-1, 
seemed to be losing his 
control and McDiffitt seemed 
to be finding the groove. 

"I didn't feel as strong 
when I came back," 
McDiffitt said, "I thought the 
delay would hurt both pit
chers. but as it turned out, it 
didn't hurt either one of us." 

Freedman looked to be 
hurting when he threw a wild 
pitch into the dirt to score 
-Amadeo. But he then 
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Dmsandh 2 000 KWOOCI ss 4000 But he fouled away the first 
pitch, and Eckerd third 
baseman Randy Kwist leaned 
over the fence and gloved the 
ball for the final out. 

In the ninth, VSC again put 
runners at every bag with two 
outs. This time, freshman 
Ken Smith had the chance to 
be the hero. 

But instead of a run-scoring 
single. Smith dribbled a weak 
hopper back to the mound. 
Freedman knew his work was 
finally done. 

The most exciting and 
controversial play of the day 
occurred in the sixth inning. 
It began when Bill Petty took 
David DeMersseman's place 
as designated hitter. 
DeMersseman, a .329 free
swinger, swung at two bad 
pitches and struck out his 
first two times up. 

Petty replaced him and 
promptly drew a walk in the 

sixth. He then tried to go to 
third on Skip Fite's sacrifice, 
but got called out by the third 
base umpire instead. 

Not a fan in the stands 
agreed with the call, but no 
amount of arguing by 
Thomas and assistant eoach 
Dave Waples could change 
the decision. 

Waples was particularly 
upset. 

"I told the guy we traveled 
a thousand miles to get here 
and then some idiot blows Ii 
call like that," Waples said 
after the game. 

"I told him he blew it. And 
then he turns to Tommy and. 
says, 'I may have· blown it.' 
That really got to me." 

Petty was even ~ore sure 
he was safe. 

"I didn't think he (Kwist) 
was even near me," Petty 
said. "He was crawling on the 
ground like a worm." 
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the game through the final 
out in the ninth. In fact. the 
Blazers loaded the bases in 
the eighth and the ninth with 
two out. 

"I had a great deal of 
confidence we could at least 
tie it up," Thomas said. "I 

proceeded to strike out 
l"ortenberry and Keitb 
Griffin for two of his nine 
strikeouts in the game. 

The sophomore right
hander.still had trouble 
getting the ball over the 
plate, walking eight Bluers 
on the day. 

"That's just the way he 
pitches," Livesey explained. 
"He can do that and still beat 
you." Live/lCY, who verbally 
chastised his players 
throughout the game for not 
hitting the ball, gave 
McDiffitt some cred.it as well. 

"He pitched an intelligent 
ballgame," Liveaey said. 
"But we enabled him to do 
that. We didn't play in
telligently at all. We bad two 
guys who figur.ed him out, 
and those two hithome runs~ 

"But I don't want to 
discredit him. I .can't 
remember when we've been 
held to less hits and less 
runs. ". 

Eckerd was the leading 
scoring team in the nation 
this year with an average of 
9.7 runs a game. The 32-7 
Tritons are to meet New 
Haven at 6 p.m. today. 

For Blazer coach Tommy 
Thomas, lOSing the first game 
in a national tournament is 
nothing new. In both the 
NAIA tournament in 1973 and 
-this same tournament in 1974, 
his team lost the first game. 

But even being rated as the 
number four team in the 
country is not going to help 
VSC in the slow climb 
through the losers' btacket. 

"I always believe we can 
win a baUgame," Thomas 
said, "and I believe we can 
win tomorrow. But I'm also 
cognizant of the fact we can 
lose. . 

"I'm disappointed, but I'm 
sure I'm not as disappointed 
with our hitting. as coach 
Livesey is with his. 

"It was just a game bet
ween two good pitchers. 
McDiffitt pitched a whale of a 
game, but you have to give 
credit to their home run 
hitters. too." 

Thomas' team was Still in 

was very anticipatory of 
'someone getting a hit." 

In the eighth, Cr.aig Viers 
was the man on the spot. 
Batting in the third slot, Viers 
was third on the team with'a 
.362 average coming into the 
game. 
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I-Valdosta ousts Shippensburg· 2. I· 
by .run Wildrick Rajder catcher Herb Leslie "just ,gett~ bat on the ball." we've hit good pitchers all the third and fourth inning,.<; 
In the first do-or-die situ- scooped up the ball and . Of Schaaf, who did not year . We hit guys like Larry by picking runners off and 

ation in the 1977 National 0,1- tooched home for the force 8l10w an earned run, White- Jones of F10rida State-guys was backed by double plays 
legiate Athletic AsSociation ott, then tried for a double head said, "He was pretty like that who are real pros- in the first and third. 
,Division II World Series play at first. i tough. He kept the ball down peets. 
Qril Whitehead did and Shi~ But the throw whs into the and aWay. o,nsidering the "But on the other hand, I 
pensburg (Pa.) State died. dirt and Viers and first base- number of innings he pitched, never expected our pitChing 

Whitehead, the clean-up man J. Paul O'Connor col- he did a heck of a job." to hold up the way it has. Our 
batter for Valdosta (Ga.) lided. By. the time the ball Shippensburg o,ach Art offense is what got us here. I 
State, delivered a two-out was retrieved, the tying run Fairchild visited the mound guess if there's one thing you 
nID-SC9ring single to break up had scored and Fite was in the 13th, but left Schaaf in. learn. about national teurna-
a 1-1 tie and end a 13-inning standing on third. White head "I think he wanted me to ments, it's to expect the un-
marathon at Lanphier Park then sent a shot over second pitch as long as I could," said expected. 
that lasted 3 hours and 12 base off tough-luck loser Schaaf. "I might ha;ve been 
minutes. Steve Schaaf, a sophomore able to finish the inning and 

Valdosta, 46-15 over-all and who went the distance and maybe go one mere, but I 
1-1 in tourney action, will tasted defeat for the first don't know. I usually lose 
play in today's 2:45 p.m. con- time this season in seven de- four or five pounds when I 
test. Shippensburg suffered cisions. pitch, but I probably lost 
its second tourney loss and What was Whitehead's re- seven or .more today. It was 
bowed out with a 32-11 action in the on-deck circle pretty hot out there." 
record. . when he saw Viers' weak Schaaf's assessment of his 

QlUck Beale followed Wall 
to the mound and was 
charged with the Raider run. 
Richard Sullivan replaced 
Beale in the 13th and was the 
beneficiary of the Blazer 
comeback. After facing only 
one batter and throwing just 
four pitches, Sullivan was 
credited with his eighth vic
tory against three loSses. 

Despite the lack of offense, 
Thomas admitted he liked his 
team's chances with White
head at bat and the winning 
run 90 feet away. 

For 12 innings, neither tap? fatal pitch to Whitehead? 
team could score. In the top . "I was wondering if I was "It was a high slider. I 

"Talk to Bill Livesey (Eck
erd coach) and he'll tell you 
about that. He would have 
given you 100 to one odds his 
team would get more thim 
three hits last night (in a 2-1 
victory over Valdosta). These 
tournaments just bring out 
the unexpected. '.' 

Jimmy Wall started for the "He's our best hitter," said 
Blazers, worked 10 innings the ~ch. "I thi~ he was a 
and gave up just six hits and' unanimous chOice as our of the i3th, Mike Pokopec's going to get a chance to bat," knew I didn't bend over 

double brought Ship- replied the Valdosta catcher, enough when I threw it," he 
pensburg's Mike Elsesser all who said his objective was to said. "It moved a little, but it 
the way in from first with the came in about belt high. I 
g~ahead run. charted their (Valdosta's) 

Pinch-hitter Bobby Tyler World Series data game with Eckerd yesterday 
began Valdosta's rally in the and they seemed to have 
bot f he 3th . STANDINGS troubl 'th d I' tom 0 t 1 WIth aWL Pet. e WI curves an s 1-

single to left. He moved to ~~~~.~~i\lerside ~ ~ ::= ders, so that's mainly what I 
second after an out as Sal Mo.·st. LouiS 1 1.500 threw. " 

. deo . New Hawn 1 1.500 " ldo ba ed 320 Ama stroked a slOgl\;!. Valdosta St. 1 1 .~OO ya sta tt . as a 
Skip Fite then dumped a ..... r- Delta 51. 1 1.500 team during the regular sea-

r-·. x·SIU-Edwardsvilie 0 2 .000 
feet bunt down the third base x·Shippensburg 51. 0 2.000 son, but the Blazers are 17 for 
line,loading the bases. x'Elim;~~~AY'SRESULTS ,73 (.232) in two games 
. It looked like Shippensburg yaldosta St. 2. Shippensburg st. 1 113 here-which has Coach 
'ght ·th· 'M'IIlIS) ... Th de . rru escape WI a Victory OeIIa st. 5. SIV·Edwardsville 4 . lommy omas won nng 

when Craig Viers hit a nub- ~:.~:.!;:::: ~2~-::}St. Louis 0 where the offense has gone. 
ber in front of the plate. TOADY'sGAMES "I've never been so disa~ 

Noon - Della St. vs. New Haven pointed . hitt""'d 
-,' 2:4.5 p.m. _ Valdosla 51. vS .. Mo. 51. m our mg, saI 

Louis . 'Ibomas. "You can say we're 
7:30-Eckerd vs. Calff.·R,w.sllIe f' ood't h b' t aClOg g pi C ers, U 

. no runs. He got out of jams in - most valuable player. If I 
could have picked someone to 

~~ rl~bi v:~~':~;;. (~ 
Eses ss 4 1 2 0 Amadeo cf 6 1 2 0 
Frain 2b SOlO File 2b S 1 2 0 
George 3b 5 0 0 0 Viers rf 6 0 2 0 
POI,,>!>!!C rf 6 0 2 1 WhiteM C 6 0 1 1 
O'Conn lb 6 0 1 0 Smith dh 5 0 2 0 
Leslie C 4 0 0 0 Fowler lb 4 0 1 0 
HoHac cf • 0 0 0 Forten If 5 0 0 0 
Kt'amer dh 2 0 0 0 Grollin 3b 3 0 0 0 
Schaaf p 3 0 1 0 Petty ph 1 0 0 0 
Hemerly If SOl 0 Shuman ss S 0 2 0 

Maini 3b 0 0 0 0 
Tyler Ph 101 0 
Alvarez pr COO 0 

Totals 4S 1 8 1 Totals 47 213 1 
Shippensburg 000 000 000 000 1-1 
Valdosla 000 000 000 000 2-2 

E -Shuman, Hoffacker. File. Leslie; 
OP - Valdosta 2. Shippensburg 2; LOB 
- Shippensburg 10. Valdosta 9; 2B -
File, Smith. PokOl>l!C; SB - File; SH
Fowler. 

iphrerbbso 
Schaaf IL.6-" 12 213 13 2 0 S 5 
Wall 10 6 0 0 4 ·2 
Beale 22i321112 
Sullivan (W.8-3) 1/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Wall pitched to 1 bailer in 11th. V -
Olson, Newman. Lash, Jones; T -
3:12; A -681. 

bat in that spot, it would have 
been him." 
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..---.--JL - Past Shippensburg ~ 
. By MIKE CHASON 

SPRJNGFIELD, lli. -It took four years and 13 Innings to do it, 
but Valdosta eGa.) State College has finally won a game in the 
NCAA Division II national baseball tournament. 

Still not shoWing the powerful batting punch that was their 
trademark all year long, the now 46-15 Blazers crept past Ship
pensburg (Pa.) State 2-1 in 13 innings here Sunday. 

Valdosta State lost its first two games in its only other ap
pearance in this double elimination tourney in 1974. It also dropped 
a 2·1 decision to number one ranked Eckerd (FIa.) College 
Saturday. . 

And for three hours and Hj minutes at Lamphier Park here 
Sunday, it looked as if the Blazers were about to keep their streak 
Intact. . 

But a clutch two-out single by sophomore catcher Cecil 
Whitehead scored. Skip Fite with the winning run and vaulted the 
Blazers into a 2:45 p.m. (CDT) game today against the University 
of Missouri at S1. LoUis. 

The University of California at Riverside bumped USM-5t. Louis 
12-0 Sunday in one of two winners' bracket games. In the other, 
Eckerd bombed New Haven (Conn.) 14-2. 

In the other losers' bracket game, Delta (Miss.) State tamed 
Southern Dlinois University at Edwardsville 5-4. SJippensburg and 
SIU-Edwardsville became the first casualties of the eight-team 
tournament. 

In today's other games, Delta State was to take on New Haven at 
noon and Eckerd was to battle U. Cal.-Riverside at 7:30 p.m. in a 
contest of unbeatens. . 

In a somewhat remarkable pitching ~rformance by Ship
pensburg's sophomore right-hander Steve Shapp, Valdosta State 
was held scoreless for 12 straight innings in a relatively quiet game 
on a muggy Sunday afternoon. . 

The reaso~ for the stillnes~ was that Blazer freshman Jimmy 
Wall was domg an equally respectable job of silencing the Raider 
bats. 

Wall was finally lifted by VSC head coach Tommy Thomas in 
the lIth after he had scattered six hits and walked the first batter 
ofthe inning. 

Shippensburg coach Arthur Fairchild, who tips the scales at well 
over 300 pounds, never yanked Shapp. That might have been one of 
the keys to the game. 

"I would have lifted him if 1 didn't have confidence in him " 
Fairchild explained as he waddled around in front of his dugo~t 
after the game. "He was undefeated (6-0), and 1 thought he could 
do it." 

Shapp admitted he was tired in the final innings. 
"I wasn't sure I'd still be in there in the 13th," Shapp said. "I 

thought I could still throw, but 1 was a little tired. That's the most 
I've ever thrown in my life." 

Shapp was still two innings away from the all-time tournament 
record of 15 innings pitched by Tom Badcock of Springfield College 
against Florida Southern in 1970. 

"I usually lose about four or five pounds during a game, but 1 
figure Ilost about seven during this one," SJapp said. 

':n was the worst loss I've ever had to take." 
V~dosta State ~ept knocking on the door in almost every inning, 

but It took a crUCial error to open that door for Whitehead's heroics 
In the 13th. 

The now 32-11 Raiders had picked up the only run of the game in 
the top o~ the 13th when cleanup !Dan Mike Pokopec slashed an 
opposite fIeld double down the left field line to score Mike Elsessor. 

Thomas promptly put the hook to reliever Chuck Beale and 
brought on Richard Sullivan to get the final out. . 
. In ~e bottom of the 13th, VSC was faced with a now or never 

sItuation. 
"~efore this tournament, we would have been confident of 

scormg," rightfielder Craig Viers said. "But the way we've been 
. hitting the ball, we just weren't sure. " 

Thomas, who might have gained some inspiration and wisdom 
from a visit to Abraham Lincoln's tomb Saturday, inserted Billy 
Tyler as a pinch hitter to leadoffthe 13th. 

Tyler, who was at a local nightspot until around midnight 
Saturday, lashed a single to left field. Scott Alvarez came off the 

ch to run fnr Tvl"" 

" "' Utbe Dalbo;la llIaUn Utime, 

SPORTS 
\.. 
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A single by centerfielder Sal Amadeo and a perfect bunt by Fite 
loaded the bases with one out. Viers came up and htl a six-inch 
dea~ duck which looked like a sure double play. 

ShIppensburg catcher Herb Leslie stepped on the plate to Corce 
out Alvarez but then threw wild in an effort to catch Viers. 

When Viers crashed into the Raider first baseman and the baIl 
~l,l~ foul, Amadeo dashed home with the tying run. 

1 Just saw the ball rolling around, and I went on my own .. 
Am adeo said. "Craig was running on the wrong side of the CoullU;e 
so if the ball had hit him he would have been out. I'm glad it did
n 't. tJ 

So was a merry little band of VSC followers when Whitehead 
cra~ked Shapp's second pitch into centerfield to score Fite. 
WhItehead, who batted a team.,J.eading .388 during the season, was 
0-5 in the game until that moment. 

"I was thinking I was due," Whitehead said. "He threw me a 
curve ball, so 1 should have been ready for it. That's all he threw 
me all day." 

With the hit, Whitehead broke the all-time VSCruns-batted-1n 
rec?rd for a season. Gene Felts set the record with 50 in 1972. 
Whitehead now has 51. . 

By the time Whitehead reached first b~e, he was mobbed by 
several teammates while Shapp just hung his head in dlsgust. The 
only other reaction came from Raider shortstop Mike Elsessor 
who flung his glove toward the dugout. ' 

"If 1 had to pick one man to be up at bat in that situation it would 
have been Cecil," Thomas said. "He's our best hitter ~y in and 
day out." 

"I still can not believe our hitting has not come around We faced 
good pitchers, but there is no way you can tell me that either one of 
them is any better than several we faced during the season. 

"At the same time, our pitching'has been much better than I ever 
thou~t it would be. Wall did a good job for us, arid Beale is always 
effective for about one time through the batting order." , 

Wall started the game with stomach pains because he hadn't 
eaten breakfast. 

"It was really hurting there one time" the Jacksonville FIa. left 
hander said. "But the more I pitched the stronger I got. I felt like I 
could have thrown some more, but he's'the coach .. 

"I really think he pulled me at about the right time." 

SS 'abrhbi 
Elserss 4 1 20 
Frain2b 5010 
Geoge3b 5000 
Pokecrf 6021 

VSC abr h b. 
Amdeod 6 1 20 
File, 2b 5 1 2 0 
VlerSrf 5020 
Whlhdc 6011 
Smilhdh 5020 
Fowlr 1 b 4 0 j 0 

aConr lb 6 0 1 0 
Leslec 4000 
HoIckrd 5000 
Krmerdh 3000 
Shappp 2010 

~~:~~~ ~ggg I 
Hemly If ~ 0 1 0 

TOTAU 45T"iT 
Pellyph '1000 I 
~;;;i~ ~g ~g ! 
Shumnss 5020 
Wall p 0000 
Bealep 0000 
Sulvnp ~ 
TOTALS 462 13 1 

2 outs when 
winning run scored. 

SVhlPPf!llsburg 000 000 000 000 1-1- 8-2 
aldosta Sf. 000 000 000 000 ~-1l'2 
E - Shuman, Hoffacker, File, Leslie; DP 

-SS2, VSC2; LOB-SS 10, VSC9. 
_~~:.ile, Smith, Pocpec, SB - Fite; S 

Shapp (L, 6· 1) 
Wall 
Beale 
Sullivan (W, 8-3) 

ip h r er bb so 
12 2·3 13 2 2 1 4 
10 6 00 4 2 
223 2 1 1 1 2 
1300000 

I 

NCAA 
Scoreboard 

FIRST ROUNO 
New Haven 6, Shippensburg 1 
Eckerd 2, Valdosla SIale 1 
Mlssouri·SI. Louis 9, 51 U·Edwarclsv ille 5 
U.C~I Rivers.ideS. Delta State 2 

SECOND ROUND 
Valdosta Slate 2; Shippensburg 1 
Delta Slate 5, SIU·EdwardSville4 
Eckerd 14, New Haven 2 
U·Cal·Riv~rside 12, Mo.·SI. louiS 0 

THIRD ROUNO 
DeltaS late vs New Haven 
Valdosta SI. vsMo.·St. Louis 
Eckerd vs U·Cal·Riverslde 



, Eckerd's Pete Eagleson Slides Safely Into Second As Ball Gets Past Bart Shuman . 

r--------------------------------------------------------------------------~--

VSC's Cecil Whitehead (4) Is Tagged Out At Home Plate By Fred Jasch~rAPla' .... "'*O 



.. 

• 

Valdosta State snaps slump~ 
with 11.4 win over UMSLiY

:; 
by .Jim WDdrlek 
Valdosta (Ga.) State Col

lege Coaeh Tommy Thomas 
has been worried about his 
team's laclt of offense the last 
two games. 

If you saw the Blazers Mon
day afternoon, you would 
have wondered why. 

'lbomas' club rapped out 12 
hit9-two of them homers
and put 11 runs on the board 
before the seventh· inning 
stretch en l'OIlte to an 11-4 de
cision over the University of 
Missouri at St. Louis in Na
tional Collegiate Athletic As
sociation DiviSion II World 
Series action at Lanphier 
Park. 

The Bla%ers put it away 
with a five-nm sixth inning in 
which all of the runs scored 
on homers. The loss elimi
nated UMSL with a 30-13 
record, while Valdosta State 
is 2-1 in tourney play and 46-
15 over-all 

After Keith Griffin opened 
tbesixth with a single, Bart 
Shuman followed with an or>
pcl8ite-field horner down the 
right-fteld foul tine. It was 
Shuman's first home 
nm-ever. 

"I never hit one in Little 
League, high school or any
place else," said \he ~foot-ll, 
)165-pound sophomore sh0rt
stop. "I never ew.n thought 

I about hitting one here. I knew 
, :it would get ewer the fence, 

but I didn't knew if tt would 
stay fair. I've never even hit 
Me in practice before. lJut 1 
guess I couldn't have picked 
a better time to do it. " 

After Brad Brown, the see
ond of three UMSL pitchers, 
issued two waIks sandwiched 
arotmd two outs, designated 
hitter Ken Smith proved that 
wearing No. 13 on the back of 
yoor uniform does not neces
sarily mean bad luck. 

Smith drilled a line shot off 
Brown that cleared the 37~ 
foot mark in the power alley 
in left with ease, making it 
114-

"n was a fastbaft, about 
waist high," commented the 
freshman D.H., who took 
some ribbing from his team
mates about being the "silent 
man" of the squad. "I figured 
it was gone when I hit it." 

'The game was a seesaw af
fair in the early going as 
UMSL led; 2-1, after one, 3-2 
after two and the Blazers 
took the lead with a three-run 
third, making it ~3. The 
scond-inning ftU'l by the Riv
ennen was the result of 8 solo 
home to left by 8eCOIld base
man~Bone. 

Bone's circuit &hot .was one 
of five hit· in two games Moo-
dayaftemoon. 

1b>maa chose senior left. 
bander am Petty to start 
against the Rivermen. but the 
southpaw with a 7-2 record 
did not last long. He went just 

1 2-3 innInp, giVing Wfl1 to 
Ri .... Sullivan after Bane's 
homer. 

While Petty was unable to 
silence UMSL's bats, the Riv
ennen were unable to solve 
Sullivan. The senior left
bander from Live oak, Fla., 
was touched for one nul and 
jlIIt three hits in 7 1~ innings 
of masterful relief. He struck 
out nine and walked just _ 
in gainIna his sec:ond World 

. Series victory. Sullivat'l was 
cn!dited with the victory aver 
Shippensburg (Pa.) State 
StJnday, though he faced just 
one batter and threW only 
foUr pltcbes. 

Was tt difficuh for Sumvan 
to pitch under 8 broiling sun? 

"It bothered me a little 
bit," he said. "When we play 
down in Val&sta, it's usually 
85 degrees or so. But here 
there's no breeze at aU. It's 
just humid and dead." 

SUllivan admitted he had no 
long-range p18ruJ whetl he en
tered the game in the second. 

"To be honest with yoo, all 
I wanted to do was get out of 
&hat 1nninI," he said, when 
a*ed how long he bad hoped 
to pitch. 

''1he beat was bothering 
me at nr.t. We didn't haw 
anytbine to drink in our du
gout. But then we got some 
Gatorade and the fluids seem 
to help." 

Sullivan was used as a 
start.er most of the season. 

"r.t just been rtlle¥lnt in 
the toumamenta 1TlOItIy," he 
Slid. "But this wat CJne of my 
better reUef 0tJtJnp. When 
I'd throw my alider they kept 
either popping ltup or 
grounding out. It •• ihO'fing 
praty weD." 

1he Blazers took the lead in 
the third as Skip Flte watked, 
Craig Vit!tS reached on all ~ 
field hit and Cecil WWtfbeacl 
Iftught both home: wiUla 
triple over the,~entel' 
fleldt!r'. head. W'tiItehead 
then ac:ored the _ M. '. 
wlld~. . 

The Rtvermen ..... the 
GeorgIans. a helpifti han4 
with· thrte ertors-aU of 
which came on pidcoff.' at
tempts at first base •. Alltbr8e 
runners eventuallY·8ClOred. 

UMJL(4) v..1Mte (U) •• ""i ·1'11111 ReeoIy dII SOl I Amadeod 2 1 /) 
Bone2b 421 IFlle2b 2 I 1 
toblaset 3000 VIeOrf S 11 j 
Wink&! 111 4 1 1 1 Whllehcl t 4 2 2 t 
"nois(31) 4 0 1 0 SlI'IlIh dI\ 5 I * ~ 
t.ocke1 rf 3 0 00 F"""ler II) 2 f It 
O'L •• ,.,tt 301 I !'orm,," 4 41 0 
I\I\8!Ift IS 4 1 2 0 Ofiftn 311 II f.O 
=:~.c~ g gg '"uman ... a, 2 .. 3 
KarrMI>!' 0000 
Totals 14 4 1 • TOfIltt ;t""'1 10 

210 .......... 
VlIlOc1sta 113 . lOS . 0IIII-11 

E - Oel ... "" GHffIn 2 •• ~ WIiI· 
llelmann; DP - UM$I;. I; 1ob8 ~ 
UMSI. 1. ValclGsle 8; ~8 -Mitnn; 38-
Whltellead: HII - 110M; "'i"'''ltl. 
!lrnltll: $8 - Mnt • .,11 .... ; '" -Grit· 
fin; SF - Fi\e. 

'." ........ .. 
oelke ... (L. 30., 2 ./3 4. 5: 5 5 0 
Brown ~ 1/3 •• , •. $ :I 1 
Tibblet 2 1/2 I /) D a 0 
"'IIY I t13 4 a i 2 0 
SUlllven(W.9,3) 7 113 3 1 1 1 , 

HBP - By Sullivan (l!Gb\aI.Il _
Oelkers; U - 01SOIl. f>~."""'. 
OIives.T-2:38.A-Sn . 

~~ . ------------------------------------------------------------------



uman 011ler Lights 
F~selnVSC Victoryr-
By MIKE CHASON 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. -
Bart Shuman grew up loving 
the game of baseball, but on a 
95-degree Memorial Day 
afternoon, h~ grew to love it 
justa little more. 

The 5-foot-ll, I65-pound 
Valdosta, CGa.) State College 
shortstop smashed the first 
home fun of Ilis life here 
Monday>tC;itght the fuse in an 
'11~4 Bluer explosion over the 
UniverSity of 'Missouri at St. 
·LOuis. 

The win catapul~ed the now 
4'1-15- VSC team into the semi
final r~d of the NCAA 
·Dlvlsic:m.ll World Series at 
Lamphier Park here against 
one ()tt~e pre-tourney' 

. favorites.'· 
.At 8:45 p.m. (CDT), 
tC)llight, the BUu:ers take on 
the University of California 
,at' Riverside!n a do or die 
.,arne for'both. Riverside lost 
-ari 8-2 decision to number one 
:i'ated EcJu!rd <Fla.) 'Monday 
'night. '. 

In the only other .. game . 
Mondar. Petta <Miss.) .. State 
eliminate'. third-ranked New 
Hllven(€oan.> 5-3. Delta 
State, fOi'\b~rly known only 
for Us national championship: 
women's basketball teams, 
meets Eckerd at 6 p.m. 
tOl1ight In the other semifinal. 

Only Eckerd remained 
undefeated in the double
elimination tournament. The 
Tritons got two .more 
towering home . runs from 
first baseman Steve Balboni 
Mooday night. 

The first team All-America 
sdectionnow has 25 homers 
for the year and four for the 
tournament. 

But. Shuman was perhaps 
even prouder of his round 
tripper than the Eckerd 
slugger will ever be. 

"I was just trying to Iiit it 

up the middle," Shuman said. 
"That's the first home run 
I've ever hit in Little League 
or anything. 

"I never even hit one in 
practice." . 

Shuman had only three 
extra base hits and a .268 
batting average going into 
the tournament. 

Valdosta State designated 
hitter Ken Smith has hit 
quite a few homers in 
practice and before the big 
freshman's 'career is over, 
he's going to have quite a 
total in regulation games too. 

Smith, from Cairo, Ga., 
clouted a tape measure job 
over the left-centerfield fence 
at about the 390-foot mark in 
the sixth inning . 

Smith's third home run, of 
the season came with 
teammates Skip Fite and 
Cecil Whitehead aboard; He 
w.as greeted with the same 
wild enthusiasm which ac
cempanied every Balzer 
home run, but for sheer 
emotion, he was n() match 
for Shuman. . 

The little shortstop 
followed his 330-foot poke 
every inch of the way over the 
right field fence. Just as he 
rounded first base, he saw it 
was over and leaped three 
feet in the air with both fists 
raised in triumph. 

Shuman's parents, who. 
made the long trip from 
Monticello, Fla., had tears in 

. their' eyes before their son 
ever made it to home plate. 

VSC . head coach Tommy 
Thomas wan't crying but he 
admits he never imagined 
that kind of power from the 
ninth man In his batting 
order. 

was exactly ·typical of the 
way we have been playing all 
year. " 

After hitting .318 as a team 
coming into this tournament, 
Thomas wondered where his 
offense had gone after lOSing 
a 2-1 game to Eckerd 
Saturday and nipping 
Shippensburg (Pa.) State 
College 2-1 Sunday in 13 in-

'nings. . 
But the Blazers are to need 

at least that same I2-hit, two
homer attack tonight against 
Riverside, rated second in the 
nation. 

"To be absolutely honest, I 
think Riverside is a better 
ball club than we are," 
Thomas said. "I also think 
Eckerd is a little better than 
we are. I think we're about 
even with Delta State." 

VSC assistant coach Dave 
Waples interrupted to add he 
thought the Blazers were 
better than Delta State. 

. "I'm not saying we're not 
gOing to beat Riverside," 
Thomas said. "These guys 
(the Blazers) are winners. 
They may not play great; 
baseball all the time but 
they'll find some way to beat 
you." 

It appeared. the route the 
Blazers were going to take to 
defeat the Rivermen from St. 
Louis was just to outhit them . 

The now 30-13 St. Louis club 
shaved three hits and two 
runs off VSC starting pitcher 
Bill Petty in the first inning. 

After a solo homer by 
second baseman Bobby Bone 
in the second, Petty was 
pointed to the shade. Richard 
Sullivan came on in relief. 

"Never in my wildest 
dreams did I ever dream 
Bart would hit a home run," 
Thomas said. "But this game 

Sullivan, who won Sunday's 
L----------------------l game despite pitching to only 

one batter, gave up three hits 
I and one run the rest of the 

way. 

"When I started, I felt 
good," Sullivan, now 9-3, 
said. "I was tired at the end 
but I wasn't worried about, 
finishing. I knew we had 
someone like Chuck Beale 
who could come in and finish 
if I couldn't," 

Sullivan, who says he's' 

been having trouble getting 
strikeouts this year, didn't 
have any problems, Monday. 
He fanned eight batters and 
walked only one. 

The St. Louis pitching staff 
couldn't cope with the Blazer 
bats or VSC athletic director 
Billy Grant. 

Sitting dk'ectly above the 
VSC dugout, Grant was in a 
perfect position to razz the 
Rivermen pitchers. 

And he did. 

In fact, his constant chatter 
helped provoke two wild 
pickoff throws allowing 
Blazer runners to advance 
from first to third. 

VSC scored a run in both 
the first two innings but went 
ahead for good in the third 
when Whitehead scored Fite 
and Craig Viers on a long 
triple to centerfield. 

Three innings later, 
Shuman and Smith resorted 
to the long ball and the 
Rivermen never recovered. 

St. Louis head coach Jim 
Nix didn't believe it was a 
case of running out of pit
ching. 

"No, I think we had enough 
pitchers," he said. "They just 
didn't come through for us. 
When you walk people and 
give up home runs there's not 
much your defense can do 
about it." 

Blazer Box 
V'sC lIbrhbl MSL abrtibl 
Amdeocf . :J 2 1 0 Reedydh 501 1 
Fite2b 22 1 1 Bone2b 42 1 1 
Vlersrf 51 1 1 Toblscl 3000 
Whead c <I 2 2 2 Wlklnn lb 4 1 1 1 
Smithdh 5133 Bensl3b <1010 
Fowlrlb 2110 loketrf 3000 
Frtbr If 4 0 0 0 O'lry If 3 0 I 1 
Grfin3b 31 10 Mannss 4 1 20 
ShulTY1ss 3 l 2 3 Jaserc 2000 
Petty p 0 0 0 0 Flors c 2 0 0 0 
Sulvan p 0 0 0 0 Okers p 0 0 0 0 
TOTALS 31 1112 10 BrOwn P 00 00 

T1blesp 0000 
TOTALS 34 4 7 4 

Mo. Sf. Louis 210 100 000- 4- 7·3 
Valdosta St.1e 113 105 00,. ..... 11·12-2 

E - OeIkn, Wlnklemann. Brown. 
Griffin 2; DP-MSI. 1, VSC 1. 1.08- MSl 
7, V5C8. 
2B- Mam; 3B - Whlteheed; HR -

Bone, Shumell. SmIth; sa - Bone. Tobias: 
S-Grlffin; SF-File. 

Oelkers (l. 3·2) 
Brown 
Tibbles 
Petty 
Sullivan (W, 9·3) 

HBP - Tobia 
Jascher. 

Ip hrerbboo 
21·3 4 S 3 S 0 
3 1·3 6 6 4 3 1 
21·3 20 0 2 0 
12·3 <13320 

7 1·3 3 I I 8 
by Sullivan; PB --

11 
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Riverside TopsVSC In 

By MIKE CHASO:\1 
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. 

When it came time to fight, 
Valdosta (Ga.) State 
College's Blazers were quick 
to respond. 

When it came time to close 
the door on the University of 
California at Riverside 
Highlanders, the Blazers 
didn~t respond quick enough. 

Valdosta State let a ninth 
inning lead trickle through its 
unclenched fists here 
Tuesday night and lost an 8-7 
decision to the second-ranked 
Riverside club as a result. 

The loss was the second for 
the now 47-16 Blazers in the 
NCAA Division II Baseball 
World Series. 

Riverside, now 41-19, ad
vances to a 7:30 p.m. (CDT) 
game tonight against Delta 
(Miss.) State. 

The Statesmen from 
Cleveland, Miss., pulled one 
of the shockers of the double 
elimination tournament when 
they bumped number-one 
ranked Eckerd (Fla.) College 
8-6 in the only other game 
Tuesday. 

By virtue of being the last 
team to get a loss, Eckerd 
gains a spot in Thursday's 
7:30 p.m. final game against 
the Delta-Riverside winner. 

VSC was only three outs 
away from a shot at playing 
in that game. 

Leading 7-6 into the bottom 
oJ the ninth, the VSC pitching 
staff was faced with its 

.. 
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SeInifinal Roundl 
biggest hurdle of the tour
nament but this time the 
Blazers didn't-clear the jump. 

Instead. the Highlanders 
climbed on VSC's fourth and 
fifth relievers for two runs 
and the victory. Those pit
chers, Jimmy Wall and 
Richard Sullivan, had both 
turned in outstanding mound 
work in other tournament 
games. 

But as the clock struck 
midnight, the Blazers knew 
they had finally struck out. . 

In the top of the eighth, the 
Blazers didn't strike out at 
all. However, they were 
swinging their fists instead of 
their bats. 

Craig Viers, one of the 
mildest-mannered members 
of the team off the field, 
triggered the bench-clearing 
melee when he took a swing 
at Riverside catcher Doug 
McCulloch. 

Viers had .iust been thrown 
out at home plate and had 
crashed into McCulloch in the 
process. When Viers started 
walking back twoard the 
dugout, McCulloch pushed 
him slightly with his arm. 

The VSC junior right
fielder didn't hesitate at alI. 
He turned around and took a 
wild, left-handed poke at the 
catcher. 

In sec'onds, the home plate 
area was filled with the blue 
uniforms of the Highlanders 
and the bright red-clad 
Blazers. 

CRAIG VIERS 
Ejected From Game 

It took eight minutes to 
restore order and both Viers 
and McCulloch were ejected. 

Earlier in the week, Viers 
was named a first team AIl
America selection. 

"He pushed me and I just 
went crazy," Viers said. "He 
had said something to me 
earlier. I would ha ve liked to 
have stayed in and played 
that other couple of innings 
but I guess I would do the 
same thing again." 

The fight marked one of 
several appearances VSC 
Head Coach Tommy T~~ 

TOMMY THOMAS 
47-16 Finish 

and assistant Dave Waples 
made on the field during the 
three-hour contest. 

In the sixth, Riverside's 
first team All-America pick, 
Nate Quarles, hit a dribbler 
toward VSC first baseman 
Bruce Fowler. Fowler picked 
up the ball just inside fair 
territory and swiped at the 
speedy Quarles g~ing by. 

"I hit him right on the leg," 
Fowler said. "It wasn't a real 
hard shot but it wasn't soft 
I'!ither. " 

Whatever kind of tag it 
was, it didn't satisfy the first 
base urn pire. He said Quarles 
was safe: 

. The Highlanders went on to 
score three rURS in the inning 

off Blazer starting pitcher 
Steve McDiffitt. 

"He (the umpire) said he 
didn't see," Thomas said 
"But I'm not blaming the 
umpires for losing the game. 

"We had some real chances 
to knock in runs and didn't do 
it. " 

VSC left 11 men stranded on 
the bases including aU three 
bags filled in the sixth. In the 
seventh, VSC loaded the 
sacks with no outs. The 
Blazers got only one run out 
of the situation when Fowler 
hit into a double play. 

Ironically, Fowler had 
three hits in his other four 
trips to the plate. 

Leftfielder Billy For
tenberry also had three hits 
and made a spectacular grab 
of a sinking liner in the third 
inning. 

But games are made up of 
good timesal]'d bad times. 
and Fortenberry had his bad 
times too. He slipped down in 
the eighth and allowed a 
routine single to get by him. 

The tying run scored as a 
result, In the ninth, he was 
thrown out at home plate. 

"We blew it," the alwavs 
outspoken Waples said. "We 
could have ~n it but we blew 
it. I still believe we're as good 
as any team in this tour
nament." 

. McDiffitt, who pitched his 
,fin!:,1 game in a VSC uniform, 
agreed with Waples. He 
admitted his arm hadn't fully 
recovered from a tough 2-1 
loss to Eckerd Saturday . 

"I was getting pretty tired 
out there," McDiffitt said. "I 
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SPORTS 
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~'---------------------felt all rightto start with but J 
just got weak." 

McDiffitt had never pitched 
.with only two days rest 
before. He was given the 
starting nod when he told 
Thomas his arm had never 
felt any better than 'it did 
Monday. 

Bill ·Petty relieved 
McDiffitt for one batter in the 
seventh before giving way to 
Chuck Beale. 

The Highlariders left the 
bases loaded in t.hat frame 
and only a great running 
catch by Sal Amadeo on a line 
shot to center field saved VSC 
from falling far behind. 

Amadeo singled in Fowler 
with the go ahead run in the . 
top of the ninth and left the 
future in the arms of the VSc 
pitchers. 

Wall, who pitched to the 
final batter in the eighth, 
walked the first man up in the 
ninth. On a ,3-2 count, his 

change-up pitch floated over 
the plate for what he thought 
was a sure third strike. 

But it wasn't. 
"That made the difference 

in the game". 1 guarantee 
you," Wall said. 

Sullivan, now 9-4. came in 
and gave up a single to 
Quarles. 

"After that first guy golon, 
I turned to Leroy (Ken 
Purdy) and $aid I didn't like 
the way it looked," Amadeo 
said. 

It got wor5e. 
With the bases loaded. and 

only one out, pinch-hitter 
Eric Show hit a fire ball right 
back at Sullivan. It bounced 
off his glove into left field and 
Quarles bounded home with 
the winning run. 

"It was wild and woolly. 
wasn't it?" Riverside Head 
Coach Ja,ck Smitheran said. 
"1 think it was just a matter 
of who was up last." 

Thomas is now picking 
Eckerd to win it all but: 
Smitheran believes his team 
isn't out of it. . 

"I think we can win It," he 
said. "We have' to play 
tomorrow but I'd rather play 
than sit around." :.~ 

And undoubtedly, so woukt 
Valdosta State. 

Blazer Box 
UCR ab r h bt 

vsc ab r h bi Fr~ If 5 0 1 1 
Amdo. ct· ~ ~ 1 ~ Fosco. 2b 3 0 0 0_ 
~\~e~~f 3 1 1 1 Gnllz.2b 1 0 00 

o 0 0 0 Crsly. 1b 4 1 2 0 

~~~;~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~r;~b~b ! ~ ~ ~ 
Fwlr. lb 5 2 3 0 Wilms. ph 1 000 

3 0 3 1 LbrlCh. SS 4 1 1 2 

GFlrfnb1blf 2 0 0 0 Hrndl. dh ~ 01 00 00 
n. Karpph u 

~,;,n~.3~SS ~ g ~ g r"'cCI~h c 2 1 1 1 

Tyler ph 100 0 ~~:I~ ~ g n 
Alvrl.3b 0 1 0 0 Sayer< cf 2 1 0.0 
McDfft. P 0 0 0 0 Fdrv"p 0 0 0 0 
Petty p g g g g CSsli' p 0 0 0 0 
:~:~p 0000 Glaump 0090 

SlIvn. p 0 0 0 0 TOTALS --;s;:;6 
- One out When 

TOTALS 34 711 4 winning run scored. 

Vald. State 010 011 121-7·11·2 
UC-Rvnde. 020 003 01,...... &.l 

E - Francisco, Fowler, Whiteneacf. 
Lubratichs: Dp·- UCR 2: LOB - VSC ll. 
UCR10. 

2B .- Fortenberry. McCulloch, Gelfarb, 
Carslcy, Forbus: 38 - Lubratich: SB -
File, McCulloch, Lubratlch: 5 - Amadeo. 
Alvarez. c';. 

ip h r er .. ~-1 
McDIll. LR 62·3 5 5 4 4<t 
Petty 0 0 0 0 ·0 -'0'.: 
Beale 1 1 1 1 l' Q, 
Wall 1·30 1 1 1 ,~4, 
SlIvn. (L,9.4) 1·32 1 1 2 0. 
Fodrey 5 1.3 6 3 2 3 2. 
Cssli. 2·3 0 1 1 3 O. 
Glaum (W, 10·4) 3 5 3 3 4 1 

HBP - Quarles by McDiffitt: WP -. 
Fodrey, McDiffitt, Cassell, Wall, Sullivan •. 

Valdosta State's Cecil Wt\itehead slides home safelv 
under the watchful eves of plate umpire Larry Olson 
as Missouri-St. Louis pitcher Bruce Oelkers awaits a 

c:t thkd, Oelkers uncorked a wild pitch that prOduced 
the third run il'l Valdosta's thtee~run third-inning 
rallv. The Blazers went on to score an 11-4 victory. 
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Ino~as~ as {J~~yQ1:li~! 
In Ro()m 318j 
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ne 
Midnight had come and 

gone by two hours, and the 
conversation was still 
flowing freely in room 318 
at the Downtowner Motel in 
Springfield, Ill. 

, ~raw led on the, two 
sitting in one of the 

lothes-covered chairs 
Ol-,~st pacing the floor 
eJiilessly were at one time 
or another Valdosta State 
College baseball coach 
Tommy Thomas, his 
assistant Dave Waples, 
Thomas' parents, "SC 
athletic director .BiIly 
Grant and this reporter. A 
few players and a covp]e of 
their fathers trickled in and 
out, pausing only long 
enough to add their, com
ments to the single topic of 
conversation, 

That subject was VSC's 
8-7 loss to California
Riverside in the NCAA 
Division II World Series, 
The eliminating defeat took 
place just up the street as 
the clock struck 12 at a now 
dark Lanphier Park, 

As is the case with every 
game, there wasn't a 
person in the room who 
didn't have an opinion on 
how the Blazers might 
have won it. From the 
umpires to a lack of clutch 
hitting, every base was 
touched upon. Waples 
jokingly placed the entire 
blame on Thomas since he 
lost the coin, flip for the 
right to be the home team 
the day' before. Riverside 
trailed 7-6 going into the 
bottom of the ninth, but 
scored two runs to win it. 

Riverside whipped Delta 
(Miss,) State 5-3 the next 
night to . advance to the 
final round against number 
one rated Eckerd (Fla,) 
College. In that cham
pionship galne, Riverside 
grabbed a 4-1 win and the 
national title. 

. And VSC was only three 
outs away from knocking 
the California team out of 
the tQurnament Tuesday 
night. 

But it just wasn't to be, 

That's one of the ex
planations Thomas gave 
for the ]08S and as vague as 
it sounds, it's one that's 
hard to disagree with, 

Never has it been more 
evident than in this tour
nament just how important 
breaks are in b8$eball. 
Valdosta State lost two one
run games and in the 
Riverside contest as well 
as a 2-1 loss to Eckerd, the 
right breaks could have 
given the Blazers victories, 

Never was it shown more 
clearly than against 
Eckerd when Craig Viers 
came up with two outs and 
the bases loaded. A .362 
hitter, no VSC follower 
would have been surprised 
if Viers had singled in two 
runs. But he hit a foul ball 
which the third baseman 
caught by leaning way over 
the fence. If the ball had 
been six inches further 
foul, Viers might have 
come through, 

With tw.o men on in the But in this case, it's not 
second mning of the just sour grapes ... it's the 
Riverside game, VSC truth. 
shortstop Bart Shuman hit 
an opposite field line drive 
to left. If the Riverside 
leftfielder had been playing 

the lefthanded-hitting 
Shuman two steps farther 
toward center, he never 
would have caught the ball. 

But he wasn't. 

But there were breaks 
the other waY' too. VSC 
centerfielder Sa] Amadeo 
caught a screamer which 
had double written all over 
it against· Riverside. Two 
men were on at the time. 
Leftfielder Billy For
tenberry made a diving 
grab of another ball which 
might have been an inside 
the park homer if he had let 
it get by him. 

"Over the course of a 
season, the breaks will 
usually even out," Thomas 
said. "But in a short series 

I 
like this, a couple of things 
go against you, and you 

" lose." 

Valdosta State left too 
many men on the bases in 
both losses. A hit looks 
impressive in a box score, 
but that run batted in may 
be the most important 
statistic of all. As Thomas 
knows only too well, the 
Blazers had their chances 
to beat Eckerd and 
Riverside, 

Coming up with a clutch 
single would have made the 
umpire factor much less 
noticeable, 

When a coach or a team 
talks about umpires being 
bad, most people who 
didn't see the game usually 
write off the complaints as 
sour grapes. Undoubtedly. 
many will do the same 
when somebody says the 
urnps weren't too good in 
Springfield, 1--___ ._ .. _____ _ 

The eight best Division II 
basebBll teams in the 
nation played under the 
lesS than watchful eyes of 
second-class umpires. 
They weren't consistent 
behind the plate, and they 
missed obvious calls on the 
basepaths. 

Against Eckerd, VSC's 
Bill Petty slid into third 
base far ahead of the tag. 
He was called out. Against 
Riverside, first baseman 
Bruce Fowler tagged out a 
runner who passed right by 
him going down the line. He 
was called safe, 

Thomas is not the kind of 
coach who stays on um
pires' backs. But In this 
tournament, he spent more 
time jawing with the men 
in blue than he did giving 
signs to his players, 

The umpires didn't take 
either of the games aw.y 
from the Blazers. But they 
did change the momentum 
and when a team loses two 
games by one run each. 
momentum plays an 
awfully important role. 

But the umpires didn't 
lose the games, the Blazers 
did, 

And of course, there was 
tM fight. . 

More than anything else, 
everybody wants to hear 
about the fight. Maybe It's 
the savage beast which 
beats deep in the breast-

bone of all of us, 

As baseball rhubal hs go, 
it was a good one. 

Viers didn't really start 
it, He was pushed by the 
Riverside catcher and 
didn't take time to talk 
over the situation, He just 
started swinging. Both 
teams were on the field in 
seconds. A Riverside 
assistant coach took one of 



the- worst beatings. Tner,e 
waen't a Blazer with • 
scratch on bim. 

Fighting is not part of 
baseball, and there's no 
way one can condone what 
Viers did. By the same 
token, there's no way one 
can justify the Riverside 
third baseman standing In 
Viers' way when he was 
trying to tag upon the 
same play. Viers had to 
push . him out of the way 
with both hands to see the 
catch.:rhe umpire say. be 
never say any interference. 

The bitter di!\ap-
pointment of losing 'the 
game, the fight, the poor 
umpiring and the need to 
bc in so much conflict the 
entire tournament left 
Thomas feeling utterly 
dejected in .room 318 in the 
pre.dawn hours Wed
nesday. 

While everyone went 
over the game again and 
again, Thomas cab;nly 
made plane reservations 
and packed his bags. He 
moved about the room 
talking only when b:e was 
spoken to. 

The usually calm, mild· 
mannered VSC head coach 
later explained he felt his 
team had not represented 
Valdosta State the way it 
ought to be represented. He 
was worried about what 
kind of image the Blazers 
would leave with the 
tournament committee and 
the people of Springfield. 

Hearing that his team's 
brawl was the first fight 
ever in the national tour
nament didn't help his 
feelings any. It was only 
natural Thomas would 
have these kind of thoughts 
because that's the kind of 
guyheis. 

Bu.l a couple of weeks 
from· now, it's aoing to 
finally hit him that his 1977 
BlazerS were the fourth 
best DiVision 11 ba~ll 
t.-.m hi the..ntit-eUDit~ 
States. 

That's one way Valdosta 
State· bas neve!' been 
repl"8Hn~ before. 

by Larry Ricketson 
Last Sunday I witnessed, along with a great many 

other Blazer fans, one: of the finest games that I have 
had the pleasure to watch at Blazer Field, The final 
game of the Regional tournament between the Blazers 
and the West Georgia Braves was truly the game of the 
year. What other label could one possibly put on it? 
Everything that th~ two teams had worked for was now 
riding on the outcome of a single game. It was winner 
take all time, meaning the .. victor of the game· would 
represent the South Atlantic Region at the National 
Tournament in Springfield, D1inois. The true test of a 
champion is its ability to overcome its own mistakes. 
The final game was a classic example. Trailipg by a 1-0 
score after Sal Amadeo parked a Bill Taylor fastball 
over the left field fence, the Braves got two 'gift' runs 
in the sixth on two Blazer errors to take a lead they held 
going into the bottom of the ninth. Skip Fite led off the 
last chance for Valdosta and drew a walk from reliever 
Brad Campbell. This brought Craig Viers, the 
tournament's leading RBI man, to the plate and Viers 
responded with a two-run homer that cleared the right 
field fence only six feet fair. Valdosta had finally nailed 
down the chance to attend Nationals. It would be hard 
to describe the scene that took place on Biazer Field as 
the ball disappeared over the fence. Man, it was 
beautiful! People jumping around, screaming, yelling, 
going crazy!And who could blame them? The Blazers 
had had to defeat the same teams three times to 
advance, and now they were there. The team was 
going. Team. That's the big point to make at this time. 
Team. That common word that everyone uses so much 
and takes for granted so often. People, that's the name 
of the game. The 1977 Blazers were the most unified 
team of baseball players that I have had the pleasure to 
have known. One could not praise this team and 
coaches Tommy Thomas and Dave Waples enough. No 
matter what one says in praise, there is alw'ays 
something else that could be added. I have never 
enjoyed anything as much as doing the play-by-play 
broadcasts for WVVS during the season, because you 
somehow felt that the Blazers would come out on top. I 
won't attempt to name the outstanding Blazers of this 
year, because that would consist of the entire roster. 
Every man on the team did his job when he was called 
upon, and he did it to the best of his ability. That's what 
makes up a tea~. That's what makes a champion. 
Blazers, you are a champion in every asp~ 
Congratulations. 
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NCAA Tourney Had Its Moments 
1 

I 
I 

By MIKE CHASON 
Some impressions left over from the NCAA Division II 

national tournament: 
- The IO-feet high green wall which surrounded Lan

phier Park. It looked much shorter than that when Eckerd 
first baseman Steve Balboni powered five home runs in 
five games over it. 

- Blazer pitcher Steve McDiffitt missing the plane 
from Valdosta because ofa classic case of oversleeping. 
He caught a later flight and then rented a car in St. Louis 
for a 95-mile drive to Springfield. Two days later, he 
pitched a three-hitter against Eckerd. It was the best job 
done on the Triton hitters all year. 

- The lack of air conditioning at the Downtowner Motel 
for the first two nights. It's just as hot in Springfield as it is 
in Valdosta. 

- Watching the other teams admire the VSC batgirls. 
The Blazers were the only club that featured the sun
tanned beauties. 

- Seeing Blazer shortstop Bart Shuman hit his Urst 
home run ever. After he rounded first base. he leaped so 
high he could.be dunking with Dr. J. with ease. Shuman's 
parents had tears in their eyes after the S30-feet shot. 

- Hearing Shuman and freshman Ken Smith giving 
their first interviews with -out-of-state newspapermen 
after both hit home runs against Missouri-St. Louis. 

- Seeing the Shippensburg coach waddle out to the 
pitcher's mound. He must have weighed close to 350 
pounds. It was said he lived at a local restaurant where a 

• .. 

$4.50 all-you-can-eat smorgasbord was served every 
night. 

- Watching Eckerd coach Bill Livesey yell at his 
players for not hitting the ball against McDiffitt. 

- Seeing the relief pitchers warm up in the bullpens 
down the sidelines just like in the major leagues. They 
looked so alone out there during night games. 

- Feeling sorry Cor VSC pitcher Richard Sullivan when 
he threw a strike on what was supposed to be an in
tentional pass to a Riverside batter. It's a sure bet catcher 
Cecil Whitehead won't forget it either. 

- Just being around VSC assistant coach Dave Waples. 
- Hearing Waples' sarcastic comments after VSC head 

coach Tommy Thomas lost the flip for the right to be the 
home team in the Riverside game. Waples was sure he 
could have won it. 

- Valdosta State showing up for the first game in the 
national tournament only minutes before it started. 
Thomas had miscalculated the time, and the Blazers had 
time for only a short infield workout. 

- Seeing the Blazer pitchers gallop in from the bullpen 
for the fight against Riverside. 

- Watching Craig Viers land a looping left hand on the 
side of the head of Riverside pitcher Steve Glaum. Glaum 
was later named co-most outstanding player of the 
tournament. 

- Hearing the Shippensburg players express won
derment when Viers was named a first team All-America 
choice. 

~ 

- Just being around Minnesota Twins' scout Ellis 
Clary. 

- Watchin'g the endless card games which baseball 
players are addicted to. 

- Getting the word that VSC's Billy Tyler was supposed 
to do an Elvis imitation at a local night spot Saturday. He 
never got the chance, but he did come up with a clutch 
pinch hit single the next day. 

- Hearing Tyler lead VSC supporters in cheers from his 
strategic spot in the dugout. 

- Standing in the dugout with the Blazers while rain 
. poured down for an hour during the Eckerd game. The 
thunder and lightning made it an un~omfortable position 
tobe in. 

- Rtding the red Blazer bus, nicknamed the "Red 
Dog", to the Friday night banquet which Ceatured Chicago 
Cubs' front office man, Bob Kennedy. 

- Talking with Ernie Banks at the tournament. Banks 
probably signed more autographs on more programs, hot 
dog wrappers, and at least one kid's arm than ever 
seemed possible in two hours. 

- Hearing VSC athletic director Billy Grant get on a 
Missouri-St. Louis pitcher so bad, the kid actuaUy gave 
Grant a grin while he was on the mound. Grant could have 
been a heckuva heckler. 

- Watching Thomas stand alone near his team's dugout 
after Riverside eliminated the Blazers. The steady beat of 
the automatic sprinklers provided the only interruption to. 
Thomas' thoughts of what might have been. 

• 



r Viers 'Is Nariieil AII-Ame~ican;.·'J;'. 
'3 Other Btazets Ort··2nd Team" ... 

By MIKE CHASON 
SPRINGFIELD, IlL 

Junior rightfielder Craig 
Viers has become theseeond 
Valdosta eGa.) 'State College 
baseball player in history to 
be named an NCAA Division 
II first team' All-America 
seleCtion. 

Viers, a Crown Point, Inc. 
native, adds his name to a list 
initiated by former VSC 
centerfielder Sam Bowen in 
1974. 

Bowen is now playing in the 
Boston Red Sox minor league 
organization. 

Gene Felts, another VSC 
outfielder, was named to the 
NAIA first team in both 1972-
73. 

This year's team was 
announced during the second 
round of the NCAA Division II 
world series here Sunday. 
The team is sponsored by the 
Worth Sports Co. 

Viers hit the ball at a .362 
clip during the regular 
sea'son, Sputh Atlantic 
Conference Tournament and 
the South Atlantic Regional 
Tournament. 

He was named most 
valuable player of the 
regional after batting over 
,500 for the five-game series 
and hitting a dramatic ninth
inning home run to send the 
Blazers to the national 
tournament here. 

For the first time ever, VSC 
also had three players named 
to the second team. 

Senior secondbaseman 
Skip Fite, senior pitcher 
Steve McDiffitt, and 
sophomore catcher. Cecil 
Whitehead all made the 
second team. 

Fite, from DotiglasviBe, 
Ga., hit ,.364 during the year. 
He led the team in stolen 
bases with 26 and also broke 
VSC records for runs scored 

SKIPFITE 
Most Runs, Hits 

and most hits. 
Whitehead led the team 

with a .388 average, including 
10 home runs and 50 runs 
batted in. He is a f-ormer 
Valdosta High School stan
dout. 

McDiffitt was the top 
pitcher on the team with a 10-
o record. The New Mar
tinsville, W. Va., right hander 
had a 2.29 earned run 
average. 

Other first team selections 
included junior first baseman 
Dewey Minton of Bellarmine 
mL> College, senior short
stop Steve Lubratich of the 
University of California at 
Riverside, senior third-

CRAIG VIERS 
Second In History 

baseman Jeff Carsley of U
Cal, Riverside, and 
sophomore outfielder Joe 
LeFebrve ot Eckerd (Fla.) 

Also senior outfielder Nate 
Quarles of U-Cal.-Riverside, 
sophomore catcher Pat, 
Murphy of New Haven 
(Conn.), senior pitcher Dale 
Reis of V-Cal-Riverside, 
sophomore pitcher Kerry 
Freedman of Eckerd and 
sophomore designated hitter 
Steve Ba lboni of Eckerd, 

South Atlantic Conference 
member West Georgia had 
tw,o players on the second 
team, first baseman Dan 
Logan and shortstop Barry 
Evans. 

CECIL WHITEHEAD 
Home Run Leader 

Other second team choices 
included third baseman Mark 
Mennemeier of Southwest 
Missouri, outfielder Bubba 
McBrain of Delta (Miss.) 
State, outfielder Jeff Gilbert 
of Cal-State-Northridge; 
outfielder Sammy Davis of 
Jacksonville (Ala.) State, 
catcher Claude Crauso of 
Tampa (Fla.) and pitcher 
Tom MichaIczyk of New 
Haven. 

Third team selections in
cluded first baseman Bryan 
Rodgers of Delta State, 
second baseman Wood Keyof 
Rollins (Fla.), shortstop Tom 
Waring of Delta State, third 
baseman Keith George of 

STEVE McDIFFITT 
Top Pitcher 

Shippensburg (Pa_.) State, 
outfielder Dennis Webb of 
Northwest Mo., and out
fielder Bruce Windisch of 
New York Tech. 

Also, outfielder Jim 
Winklemann of the 
University of Missouri at St. 
Louis, catcher John Crawford 
of Delta State, pitcher Tom 
Damiter of Shippensburg, 
pitcher Dennis Olson of 
Missouri at St. Louis and 
deSignated hitter Pete 
Labrasca of California State 
(Pa.>. -

The designated hitters on 
the team did not necessarily 
have to bat in that spot during 
the season. 
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Tomm)' Thomas: Lives Up To Image 

TOMMY THOMAS, Head Coach 
A former Valdosta State College 
baseball star himself, Thomas 
took over the head coaching 
reins of his alma mater in 1968. 
During his 10 year tenure, the 
Valdosta native has compiled an 
impressive 313-153 record, in

cluding eight trips to post-season tournament 
play. Thomas was named Coach-or the- Year in 
the NAIA Area V in 1969 and again in the 
NCAA South Region in 1974 and 1977. lie has 
the distinction of being the only coach in college 
history to guide his team tv the NAJA World 
Series one year (1973) and then follow that by 
taking his team to the NCAA Division 11 World 
Series the next. Thomas received his BS degree 
in physical education from Valdosta State in 
1962 and the MST degree from Georgia Southern 
ill 1967. 

Tommy Thomas 



VA~A STA1E 
197 Baseba 11 

SCHEDULE 

DATE OPPONENT SITE 
February 26 (2) Clemson Valdosta • 

March 3 Rose-Hu1man Valdosta 
March 4 Rose-Hu1man Valdosta 

., 
March 5 West Virginia Valdosta 
March 6 Morris Harvey Valdosta 
March 7 Morris Harvey Valdosta 
March 8 Morris Harvey Valdosta 
March 11 St. Francis Valdosta 
March 12 St. Franci s Valdosta 
March 13 st. Franci s Valdosta 
March 14 st. Francis Valdosta 
March 18 Armstrong State Valdosta 
March 19 (2) Armstrong State Valdosta 
March 20 st. Xav ier Valdosta 
March 21 St. Xavier Valdosta 
March 21 Tennessee Valdosta 
March 22 St. Xav ier Valdosta 
March 22 Tennessee Valdosta 
March 23 Ohio Univ. Valdosta 
March 24 Ohio Univ. Valdosta 
March 25 Ohio Univ. Valdosta 

RIVERSIDE NATIONAL BASEBALL TOURNAMENT .. 
at Sports Complex & UCa1if-Riverside Field 

March 27 Washington State Rivers'de, Ca 1 if. 
March 28 Stanford Rivers de, Ca 1 if. 
March 29 Cal ifornia Rivers de, Ca 1 if. 
March 29 UCa1if-Riverside Rivers de, Cal if. 
March 31 Maine Rivers de, Ca 1 if. 
March 31 Oral Roberts Rivers de, Ca 1 if. 
Apr i 1 1 Oregon State Rivers de, Ca 1 if. 

Apri 1 4 (2) Albany State Albany, Ga. 
Apri 1 5 Mercer Macon, Ga. 
Apri 1 7 West Georgia Carrollton, Ga. 
Apri 1 8 (2) West Georgia Carrollton, Ga. 
Apri 1 9 (2 ) Georgia Southern Valdosta 
Apri I 11 Georgia Southwestern Valdosta 
Apri 1 13 Florida State Valdosta 
Apr i 1 15 Florida Gainesville, Fla. 
Apr'l 16 (2) Albany State Valdosta 
Apr I 17 Florida State Tallahassee, Fla. 
Apr 1 18 Florida State Valdosta 
Apr 1 21 Columbus Valdosta 
Apr 1 22 (2) Columbus Valdosta 
Apr 1 26 Georgia Southwestern Americus, Ga. • 
Apr 1 28 Augusta Valdosta 
Apr I 29 (2) Augusta Valdosta 
Apr 1 30 Florida State Ta 11 ahassee, Fla. 

May 2 Mercer Valdosta 
May 5-6-7 SOUTH ATLANTI C CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT 



VALOOSTA STATE 
1978 Baseball 

ROSTER 

NO. NAME POSt CLASS B-T JUN lOR COll..EGE t-rnETOWN 13 Ken Smi th 1 B Soph. R-R Cairo, Ga. 
7 Frank Gonzalez 2B Jr. R-R Miami-Dade Center Hialeah, Fla. 

12 Kei th Ma in i 3B Sr. R-R Broward (Fla.) Ho 11 ywood, Fl a. 
9 Bart Shuman SS Jr. L-R ---- Mon t i ce 11 0 , Fla. . 27 Dav id DeMersseman DH Jr. R-R Valdosta, Ga. 

19 Kei th Griffin 3B Sr. R-R Middle Georgia Athens, Ga. 
23 Scott Alvarez UTL. Soph. R-R Leesburg, Ga. 

30 Craig Viers LF Sr. L-R Crown Point, Ind. 
1 Sal Amadeo CF Jr. R-R Broward (Fla.) Hollywood, Fla. 

26 Bruce Fowler RF Jr. S-L ABAC Co 1 umbus, Ind. 
46 Tom Roszell OF Frosh L-R Harrison, Ohio 

4 Ceci 1 Whitehead C Jr. R-R Valdosta, Ga. 
5 Larry Burns C Frosh R-R Hapev i 11 e, Ga. 

21 Tim Harri s C Jr. R-R ABAC Leesburg, Ga. 

17 Jimmy Wall P Soph. R-L Jacksonville, Fla. 
22 David Raffensberger P Frosh L-L Ft. Pierce, Fla. 
24 Mike Raines P Soph. R-R She 11 man, Ga. 
29 Bill Ranne P Sr. R-R Broward (Fla.) Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
34 Ronn i e Lunde 11 P Jr. R-R South Georgia Re i d sv ill e, Ga. 
35 Manny Gomes P Jr. L-L Edison (Fla.) Edgewood, Md. 
37 Rick Gorey P Jr. R-R Valencia (Fl a.) Harper Woods, Mich. 
39 Lawrence Clarington P Sr. R-L Perry, Ga. 
43 Tim Carroll P Jr. R-R Brevard (Fla.) Merritt Island, Fl a. 44 Pat Kelley P Jr. R-R ABAC Decatur, Ga. 
54 Rick M i tche 11 P Frosh R-R Sarasota, Fla. 
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