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General Information

[ Valdosta State College
BoCEIOn . .. :coacnananiercrsascsossoscsan Valdosta, Georgla
o T S S 1906
Enrolment . ... occuiminiiiineineinrinneanencancnannnns 7065
L T TR s Dr. Hugh C. Bailey
L0BOMS cesesisistassacnatetctencacnnaenaaanas Red and Black
{3 1 T TR Blazers
Home Facility .......occancininnnnn.. Billy Grant Field (1000)
Conlerence ... iiiiiuiecieiiiiiiiiieiiniennes Gulf South
National AHTMION .. ..oocvuviiiiiiiiiii, NCAA, Division Il
1987 Record .....ovvvvvcvcnceneinninininss i 34-20
Athletic Staff

Assoclate Athletic Directors ................ Tommy Thomas

Mike Cavan
Faculty Athletic Representative..............., Dr, Joe Gove
Gl ......cccorenivannersser vy vaeaP P e Steve Roberts
Student Assistant ...............ccccnnanan... Chris Beckham
(TR 0 o 5.0 05 0 00 oimammn e e e e e e /e e e e Jim Rudd
Equipment Manager ... wema- Larry Lampert

Baseball Staff
Head Coach ..... ~C00000000999990K O Tommy Thomas
Assistant Coach...... 0000030909009 PO L Kip McLeod
Graduate Assistant. .. .......ovvvrrrrrsrasananas Mark Murad
Student Tralner ........cvvvivrvrrsrsnsassnses Chip McCarty
Student Managers............ Greg Jenkins, Darvell Lawson
Volunteer Manager.............cccvnvvacnanan Andrew Price
PA Announcers ................... Jill West, Kim Vonweyhe
Scoreboard Operators. .......... Jarvet Watson, Molly Baker
Scoreheeper ..ottt Susan McCarty
L d
Memo to the Media

Valdosta State, since becoming a member of NCAA's Division
Nin 1974, has established itself as a baseball power. The Blazers
won the national championship in 1979 and have made five other
trips (o the national tournament.

The 1988 Blazer club will be trying to retarn to the Division Il
World Series. which again this vear will be held at Patterson
Ficld in Montgomery, AL Information about this year’s team as
well as statistics and records are included in the brochure.

Sports Information Director Steve Roberts can be contacted
at (912) 333.5890 (office) or (912) 244.6560 (home). All members
of the media are welcome at all VSC baseball games as guests of
the athletic department. We will do everything possible to pro-
vide all the accommodations necessary.

Telephones
Tommy Thomas, Head Coach ......... (912) 333-5890, office
(912) 2450303, home
Kip McLeod, Assistant Coach ......... (912) 333-7161, olfice

(912) 242-2415, home
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Coaching Staff
Head Coach

Tommy Thomas

This season Tommy Thomas opens the
door to his third decade as head baseball
coachat Valdosta State, and the success he
has enjoyed in the past 20 years is shaved by
vety few coaches at any colleglate level.

Thomas enters the 1988 season with 732
victories, having averaged almost 37 wins a
year in his distinguished coaching career. He
opens this season with an overall record of
732.334, which translates into a winning per-
centage of .687.

It follows that Thomas has been the recip-
ent of numerous indwidual awards and honors. In 1979, he directed the
Blazers to the school's onlly national championship. As a result, the
47.year-old Valdosta native was named National Coach of the Year for
NCAA Division Il by the American Baseball Coaches Association.

Seventeen of the 20 Thomas-coached teams have reached post-
scason play and seven teams have gone to national tournaments.
Thomas was named coach of the year in NAIA Area Vin 1969 and again
n NCAA's South Atlantic Region in 1974, 1977, 1979, 1963 and 1965.

Thomas, who is also an associate athletic director in charge of every
VSC sport except football, received the BS degree from VSC in 1962
and the MST degree from Georgla Southem in 1967.

Assistant Coach
Kip McLeod

Kip MclLeod, a member of the pitching
staff on the 1979 Valdosta State national
championship team, became the school's
first full- ime assstant baseball coachin July
1986.

Thomas hand-picked McLeod to be his
first fullime aide, saying his primary re-
sponsibiity will be to serve as pitching
coach, which he did as a graduate assistant ‘

in the early 1980s.

A native Valdostan, McLeod was a spot
starter and long reliever for VSC teams in
1979 and 1980, After ¢aming his master’s degree, he coached at Macon
County High School in Montezuma and at Cairo High School.

MicLeod, 28, is married to the former Marcia Player of Valdosta, and
they have one daughter, Kristin, 4.
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Scott Allen
PITCHER

JUNIOR. 44

A hard throwing lefthander who has won 10
Sames in two seasons. Needs to improve on his
Thits to innings pitched ratio and his tendency to
allow the home run ball, Expecied to be one of
the top starters om this year's club.

Cookie Alonso
PITCHER

et 49

Alonso has posted six wins in two seasons but
has lacked consistency. Control wes » problem
lnst yeur and agein last Dl but conches hope he
is ready 10 join the starting rotation.

Ed Bartnik
PITCHER

SonoR, 16

Big righthander who played at Chipols JCin
1965 but has missed two years with arm preb-
lems. A healthy and effective Basteik weuld bea
tremendous boost to Blazer pitching stalff.

Darin Erickson
PITCHER
e 46

One of three freshmen on this yoar's stalf.
Showed promise in the fall but obviously needs
expariance on the college ievel Relatvely small
stolf guaraniens him & chance %0 pich.




Thomas Fulcher

PITCHER
61 165 5 4
FRESHMAN

A wolkon fram Mismi who wes snpressing in
the fsl. One of theoe freshmen to make the
1)-man stafl. Needs experience, which he wil
pot this year.

Jay Kimbrough

2. 39

A three-game winmer in 1967 but worked only
25 Innings. One of four lefthanders on 11-man
staff. Coaches hope he willshow foem thel made
him one of 1op pitchevs on Middle Geargia JC
stafl in 1986, Had solid stals in the fal.

Paul Kish

@™ 35

Recruited to pitch and hit, which he did at
Lalce City CC last year. A good athiele who will
bein the Incup a lot, either on the mound, at fiest
base, in right fiekd or as the designated hitter.

Derrick Mullins

PITCHER
THIRD BASEMAN

festan O3/

Another freshman pitcher 00 makie the stal.
Showed definite ability in the fal. A versatie
plaper, he cculd also see some action In the
infeld.
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Nick Speth

PITCHER
59 158 30
SOPHOMORE

Posted six wins a3 a freshman last season to
lead club. Was team's stopper until late in the
year when control became a problem. A very

effective southpew when in commend ol his
pitches. A big key % success of 1988 team.

Ted West

PITCHER
510 190 2 3
SENIOR

A fouryear veteran who has won 20 games in
his career. Holds school record for most
appearances with 56. Very competitive. Coxch:

es expect leadership as well a3 quality starting
pltching from this veteran righthander.

Rusty Brown

CATCHER
THIRD BASEMAN

Sonion 34

JC wransier from Midde Georgla. Expected to
plasoon behind the plate. I‘hsmthﬂwum&

Allen Goodwin

CATCHER

SENIOR 19

Sew ection in29 games last year after transfer.
ring from Indian River CC. Groat leadership abil-
ity. Handles pitching staft well. Mas sot hi for
aversge yoi. Coaches hope he takes charge
behind the plate.

-l




Brett Martin

CATCHER
59 178 5
FRESHMAN

Sat out last scason alter transiesring from
Georga. Had a large role in Clinch County High

s 2]

Sot owt lost year after transferring from
Augusta, Expected 0 battle for third base job,
Good delensive player with gresmt hustle, desire
and attitude. Capable of doing sold job M hot
COrmer.

Mike Cassala

SHORTSTOP
5-11 165 9
SENIOR

Seot out last seascm alter sudlhining severe
sride anury in third game. Transler irom Arm-
streng State who was thied in nation in RBI with
77in 1986. Great bat control. Should be leader of
Blazer infield this scason.

Todd Cole

INFIELDER
S |

Transler from conference rival Jocksonville
State, Wil battle for the second base job, Played
well in the fall. Wil play o lot even if he doesnt
nail down starting job,

——



Larry Gryskevich

:lrlll-g:;::SEMAN i(-
et N

One of offensive ledders a year ago with 343
awerage. Lod 1eam in doublies and shugging per
centage and was second in home runs with 14
Leads by exampile. Expocted 10 soe moee action
on the mound this scason. Solid 3l around
player. A

Trevor Nance

SECOND BASEMAN
57 145 4
SOPHOMORE

Valkiveta High prodwct who wos a very plea:
sant surprise in the fal, leading club with o 467
average. Could get starting nod ot second bese
in caely season But needs experience. Has good
speed.

Jeff Rose

INFIELDER

JONIOR 13

JC tramler from Polk CC in Winter Haven
Has sights sét an thied base job and &dnt huel
his chances s the fall, hitling 353. Has above
overage speed. Delense appears adequate.

Mark Birdow

OUTFIELDER
60 185 4 3
FRESHMAN

Waluea from Woodand High School in Easz
Powt who made the teamin the fal. Expected to
B wsad in 3 utdity role In the cutield as be gains
much needed college experience.

e —



1988 Valdosta State Baseball Roster

511 Martin Luther m M Tifion 31794 {912) 3824132

Number snd Name
Home Address and Phone Bate/Throws  Bisthdey Height Weight Class Hometown and High School
PITCMERS
S BeatARSR. ... ccccciuinsaitrencanaratasssncnsararanatatns LL 10267 1 1] 1% Jumiar Blechshesr (Pisrce County)
118 Pichvarst Drive, Blackshaar 31516 (912) $494346
40 Coalde AlomB8 iciscriiaiainiactatercracarccatasacacasatns R 51467 51 15 Jusior Dliaws, FL {Southwest}
1m ﬂ“l’m Miami, FL 33168 (308) 2267687
“uwlll.lll.l.lllllllb Sldbnsnin -l.l..ll.ll‘llh.lll“ ’l.“ “ m u mm‘m
18 Riviers Drive, Selden, NY 11784 (516) 6389572
“Mml.l'lll'llIlllllllllllllll.lllllllllll.llll“ m “ IB m MM
2830 Eion 5t., Aleny 31707 (912) £390969
9 TomFulcher..cioiaininininsnaransrarnrsinrnrsininsseese R 1368 61 1% Freshman Mbami, FL (Norland)
581 NW 188 51, Mimmi, FL 33160 (305) 6529087
”mm-.-'t-'-i-l-!-l"!'l!t!l-'-ocl-o-'-o-l ----- 4 I!* &0 168 Senior Mﬂ.m
3465 NW 1 C1., Gaingaville, FL 32607 {904) 3768605
SEIPM il .....ccoateirarncaraspenssrnysnrasasninsarasanass RR 2 &2 190 Junioe Senderson, FL {Union County)
Rt. 1, Box 1718, Sanderson, FL 32087 (904) 7555288
3% Dearvich Malllag .......cconvaincasatncennasasssasasasanass RR W13 1 185 Freshmen Suwanse (North Guinnett}
5075 Meadowbeook Circle, Sumanes 30714 {004) 9322627
N O - (. ocoocainsececeanaratsasatssresasnsnrnsass RL s $ 156 Sophomore Nokomis, FL (Venice)
1702 Mammock Drive, Nokomis, FL 34245 (813) 4858538
B TalWanliniiasarnsnieatananncecnsedentatatasnasarasasans RR 465 510 190 Semior Valdosts {Valdosta)
9500 Brookhaven Drive, Valdosta 33602 (912) 242:1129
CATCHERS
22 Rosty Browm..iciinicinaiatasaraniniscsaasaraniasciss B 2366 60 190 Junior Swaisshoro {Suwainsboro)
P.O. Box 687, Swainsboro 30401 {912) 237-8880
”*m .lllllllllOlll‘l.l.l.l.lblbllll.lll.ll.l.ll“ 6"“ “ !“ m m umm
125 S. Tropical Way, Meritt island, FL 32952 (303) 453659
, mm l.lll.l"l'lll.ll..llllllll'..lllllllllll.l.!“ "” ” m m mmm
P.O. Box 296, Homerville 31634 {912) 487-2591
INFIELDERS
a Mw-i.""cl-l-lvlill'i'l'llt"!l'l"'l"!l!l-'“ 43465 57 150 m mm
R1, 3, Moylirie, 31768 (912) 9855355
’mm 'l’l'.l!l'l.'.".".ll'l"'ll""’.l"'l'l"“ llas &ll m w hmnmm
1731 Shoreline Place, Orange Park, FL 32073
” T‘m lll.'l-lll-llllllllllllllllll.l.lll.l'lllllllll“ ‘4“ sl' m m wm
100 Sendy Ridge Teall, Fapetteville 30214 {604) 954-1041
u AL AL R R A R R R AR AR AR A R R A AR A AR ] “ ,“ “ m M mlwm
3820 Hamlin Way, Weirton, WV 26062 (304) 1489229
4 Trovor Nanes ...cocvvvvarararans ARAmE R ERIEEr s RR 32 56 Mo Sophomore Valdosta (Valdoste)
1415 St. Augusting Rd., Age. C3, Valdosts 31601 (912) 244-2045
RATBOMIMAAR - . ... araymeesnyrveaprrraegranares enratanmensas 0*1 89 175 Junior Winter Hoven, FL (Wirter Hoven)
906 Vaniman Ave., Winter Maven, FL 33880 {813) 2992453
OUTFIELDERS
&8 MlashiBirdow . cccaiainininccccnnaracncnsacataratsiaianains RR 143 60 I8 Freshmen Esat Point {Woodlend)
2511 Arrowwood Drive, East Point 30344 {604) 3990423 .
a Mwlllllllllll-t.l.t‘l.ll..‘ll!l.llll.llll.l.ll“ .'M s” .s u mmm
Rt. 1, Box 118 B, Tifton 31794 (912) 322395
30 Lowie Devenport .. ovoininiririnsrsrarararssssarssssnrnees R 31966 60 15 Jumior Tallahassee, FL (Lincoln)
542 Hopthw Drive, Tolahssser, FL 32308 (904) 8933223
”Hu"l'l"""lIlIlIl.llllll‘lll“lll...-..ll!-l-l.l“ "“ *.' m Fm mm
2307 Camden Giecle, Veldosts 31602 (912) 2425336
7 Seam JamisOn .......cccocuiiaiataiatotainieteentecnanane RR 256 11 1 Freshman Wheeling. WV {Wheeling Park)
120 Columbia Ave., Wheeling, WV 26003 (303) 2424311
1 Cralglenhdns .......cccociniviniiaiananaia PPTTTPTTITITIING ., ] 1165 56 50 Semior Veldosts (Valdosts)
2214 Deborah Drive, Valdosta 31402 (912) 264-1022
‘ m" lllllllllllll ahasann lll.lllll-lllllll'lll“ s..’a s‘ m u mmm



David Cosper

CENTERFIELDER
wnor. 33

Transier from Abraham Baldwin where he
was aleader for the Stalions, Good speed Good
delense and arm, Quistanding bat control. One
of two lefthanded bats expecied 10 be mslarting
lineup. Solid candidate as leadolf hilter.

Louie Davenport

OUTFIELDER
THIRD BASEMAN

JUNIOR 22

Walkon who plaved kast sear at Noeth Florida
JC. Versatike athiete who cam play in the oulfield
and 2t third base. Plaved well in the fall, hitting
308. Wi be used as a utllity plaver,

Sean Jamison

OUTFIELDER
SECOND BASEMAN
5-11 170
FRESHMAN

Freshman walkon from Whedling Pack High
School in Wheeling, WV, Can ply both mfield
and outfield positions. Likely 1o see actiomn a
reserve role in hs rookic season.

Craig Jenkins

OUTFIELDER
THIRD BASEMAN
56 150

SENIOR

Utilty ployer who filed i ot third, second and
nthe outfiekd last season. Versatility gves him a
shol at seaing a lot of playing lime this season.
Wi bottle for starting job w right field.

10—



Darrien Teals

LEFTFIELDER

Sonon 1

Tumed in solid numbers last sesson even
though being forced to play second base because
of team's inparies. Will refurn 8o the cutfield this
season. Has sioken 32 bases in career. Pirst
footbell busebul player at VSC.

Thomas Milestones

Pirst Win: 7-6 us. Dawid Lipacomb, 68  250th Loss: 123 wa. Jecksomville Ssate, 33
First Loss: 52 ve. Dawid Lipcomb, 658 300eh Wine 136 vi. Augusta, 77

S0th Win: 70 we. Shorter, 20

S0th Loss: 53 w. deckaomalle, 71
300t Wirr 162 va. Florida Seate, 72
300th Lask 113 va. Florida, 75
1506h Wirx: 21 va. Columbus, 73

300ch Lona: 1065 ve. Tampa, 96
350dh Wirx 119 vs. Eastern Riecis, 78
4006 Wire 19 vs. Rese Human, %0
4500 Winc 134 vs. Chasleston, W1
S00th Wine 72 vs. I, Benedictine, 12

1500h Losx 168 va. West Geergla, 77 S80th Wirc 118 ve. Augusts, 83

2001h Win: 153 vs. Echerd, T¢ S00th W 67 ve, Ga Southasestem, ‘34
200th Loss: 30 vs. Louisvile, 31 030th Wan: 126 vs. Mercar, '35
250th Win: 31 vs. Ershine, 7% 00th Win: 52 ve. Georgia College, B7

1988 NumerichaseballRoom

No. Name Pea BT We At Chie Hemetown

1 Danvien Tesks LF RR 58 I5 2 JR  TiwaGA

4 Trevoe Nance » RR &7 6 B R Videsa GA

5 Brett Mactin < RR 5% 1™ m Homervile, GA
7 Sewm Jomison Ofs8 RR 311 IV n R Whaslag, WWA
9 Nive Casmals £ RR 11 s 2 SR  OvangeParh, FL
lanyGnwhwch IBPF LL 60 ™ 22 SR Weirtos, WVA
13 Jotl Roae INF SR 59 ™ 2 JR Winte Hawen, FL
16 B4 Bartrde P RR 64 200 21 JR  Sddin NY

17 Craig Jarkira OFS8 RR 56 ™ 2 SR Vadesta.GA
19 Allen Goodwin c RR 62 286 2 SR Fi.Perce,FL
21 Niach Bearutt 828 RR 67 W 2 SR Moskrie, GA
2LleueDeverpon OF3@ RR 60 I N R Teliasee, L
23 Ted Went P RR &0 ™ n SR Vadosts, GA
T Todd Cole /S AR SN W KB SO Fapetinvle, GA
2 Weh GA OF RR 511 M5 18 FR  Vakdows, GA
30 Nick Spath P RL 59 155 19 SO WNokems, L
X David Conper CF LR 5B 1% & Teon GA
M Rusty Brown C3 RR & ™ 2 & Swaluboro, GA
35 Paud Kb POH RR & ™ 21 = Laks Bether, FL
37 Durrck Nudling P¥ RR & W8 1 FR Suwsses, GA
39 Jay Kisdtrough P Ll &0 W 2 SR Gaisawile, FL
43 Murk Bisdiow OF RR &0 15 19 FR  East Poim,GA
44 Scom Allen L 4 LL &5 10 D JR  Blackshesr, GA
46 Durin Bricknon ] RR 60 155 19 FR  Abawy.GA

49 Coslie Nlomo r RR S 155 22 JR  MamiFL

54 Thomas Fulcher P RRE 61 185 N FR  NaiFL

|
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Thomas Gets Ride After
Victory No. 700
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Final 1987 Valdosta State Batting & Fielding Averages
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1987 Pitching Staff Statistics

Pct. WP HB

5

NAME & THROWS..........G GS CG ShO
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1987 Results
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1988 Schedule

Date Opponent

Feb. 20 St. Leo
St. Leo
ST.LEO
ST.LEO
Tampa

$552%
- 443

CBRREEVEGEERomvan-
:
>

§EE7 FEFERVNERRRREIEIEY 3

FEEEF ¥yyaggqase

Games
ALL TINES EASTERN 33 Home Ganen

BREBEBE SR~

Dade Chy, FL
Dade Ciy, FL
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
Tampa, FL

VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA

Jacksornile, FL
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
Talahassee, FL
VALDOSTA
Marietta
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA

VALDOSTA
Savanmah
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
Jacksoawille, AL
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
Jacksoswile, FL
VALDOSTA
Troy, AL
Tray, AL
VALDOSTA
Carrallion

VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
VALDOSTA
TBA

Columbys

2pm

17 Avay Games 12 Deubicheaders
9NCAAL 35NCAAN, 3NCAAIR 3NAA



