


FEBRUARY
15, Saturday Eckerd.......................................... Valdosta . . .  2 pm
16, Sunday Eckerd.......................................... Valdosta . . .  2 pm
18, Tuesday North Florida................................ Jacksonville. . . .  3 pm
19, Wednesday Brewton Parker..............................Valdosta . . .  4 pm
20, Thursday Florida A&M.................................. Tallahassee. . . .  3 pm
22, Saturday Tampa (2) .................................... Valdosta . . .  3 pm
23, Sunday T am p a .......................................... Valdosta . . .  2 pm
25, Tuesday St. Leo...........................................St. Leo, FL. . . .  4 pm
28, Fri-Sat., Mar 2 Nijem Diamonds & Gold Classic. . Valdosta. . . .  TBA
28, Friday W ingate ...........................................Valdosta. . . .  3 pm
MARCH
1, Saturday Lew is .............................................Valdosta. 4:30 pm
2, Sunday Florida Southern............................Valdosta . . .  2 pm
4, Tuesday Albany S ta te .........................................Albany. . . .  3 pm
5, Wednesday Thomas College............................Thomasville. . . .  5 pm
8, Saturday Lincoln Memorial* (2 ) ..............Harrogate, TN . . . Noon
9, Sunday Lincoln Memorial*.....................Harrogate, TN. . . .  1 pm
11, Tuesday Georgia Southwestern State............. Americus. . . .  3 pm
12, Wednesday Kentucky Wesleyan........................Valdosta . . .  5 pm
15, Saturday North Alabama* (2 ) ........................Valdosta . . .  1 pm
16, Sunday North Alabama*.............................. Valdosta . . .  2 pm
21, Friday Kennesaw S ta te ...............................Kennesaw. . . .  6 pm
22, Saturday West Georgia* ( 2 ) ............................ Carrollton. . . .  1 pm
23, Sunday West Georgia* .............................. Carrollton. . . .  1 pm
25, Tuesday Columbus State.............................. Valdosta . . .  6 pm
28, Friday Alabama-Huntsville*..................... Valdosta . . .  7 pm
29, Saturday Alabama-Huntsville* (2)................. Valdosta . . .  1 pm

* Gulf South Conference games ALL TIMES LOCAL

31 Home Games, 22 Away Games, 8 Doubleheaders 

Breakdown of Games: 2 NCAA I, 45 NCAA II, 6 NAIA

APRIL 
3, Thursday
5, Saturday
6, Sunday
8, Tuesday
9, Wednesday
10, Thursday
12, Saturday
13, Sunday 
15, Tuesday 
17, Thursday
19, Saturday
20, Sunday 
22, Tuesday 
24-27 Thu-Sun

29, Tuesday
30, Wednesday 
MAY
1, Thursday
2, Friday
3, Saturday
4, Sunday 
6, Tuesday

Florida A & M .................................Valdosta . . .  6 pm
West Florida* (2) ...........................Pensacola. . . .  1 pm
West F lorida*................................. Pensacola. . . .  1 pm
Thomas College.............................Valdosta . . .  6 pm
Albany State ...............................Valdosta . . .  5 pm
Brewton Parker..................... Mount Vernon. . . .  5 pm
Montevallo* (2 ) .............................Valdosta . . .  1 pm
Montevallo*.................................Valdosta . . .  2 pm
Columbus State............................. Columbus. . . .  6 pm
Armstrong Atlantic State................ Savannah. . . .  3 pm
West Alabama* (2 )........................ Valdosta . . .  1 pm
West A labam a*.............................Valdosta . . .  2 pm
North F lorida...............................Valdosta . . .  6 pm
Gulf South Conference Tournament.............................
Site of Eastern Division W inner............................. TBA
Armstrong Atlantic S ta te .......... Valdosta . . .  6 pm
Georgia College and S ta te ........ Milledgeville. . . .  6 pm

Georgia Southwestern State . . . .  Valdosta . . .  6 pm 
Georgia College and State............Valdosta . . .  5 pm
Augusta S tate .........................................Augusta. . . .  6 pm
Augusta S tate ......................................... Augusta. . . .  1 pm
St. L e o ........................................Valdosta . . .  6 pm

Radio
Valdosta State has a booth reserved in the press box for the official 
broadcast team of the opponent for each game. Permission and 
credentials should be obtained in advance from Steve Roberts. Gulf 
South Conference opponents are provided the phone line at no 
charge. Others are charged a $50 fee. The visiting radio number will 
be given on request.

Press Box Phone Number
The phone number at Billy Grant Field is 245-3864.

Photo Credits
Special thanks goes to Bill Malone, graphic artist at Colson Printing 
Company and a Valdosta State alumnus, who took the cover and 
player and coaches profile photos, and to Valdosta Daily Times 
photographer Mike Tanner for the action photos appearing in the 
1997 yearbook.

Media Memo
The working media is cordially 
welcomed to Billy Grant Field as guests 
of the athletic department. Sports 
Information Director Steve Roberts can 
be contacted at (912) 333-5890 (office) or 
(912) 244-6560 (home). Other baseball 
contacts are Head Coach Tommy 
Thomas and top assistant Pete Meyer.
The office number is 333-5890, and both 
can be reached in the mornings. Home 
numbers are 245-0303 (Thomas) and 
244 5952.

The 1997 Blazers will, as many teams, have as their ultimate goal a 
berth in the Division II World Series, which will be held at Paterson 
Field in Montgomery, Ala. The Blazers won the 1979 national 
championship and have made seven other appearances in the 
national tournament, including a third place finish two years ago. 
Valdosta State again will be the host school for this year's national 
tourney, but that does not give the Blazers an automatic bid. 
Information on this year's team, the coaches and statistics and 
records can be found in this yearbook.

The new Valdosta State baseball fieldhouse and office complex is the site of this year's cover photo. Construction on the first phase of a $900,000 
building and renovation project at the Billy Grant Field complex began in late December, and completion of the fieldhouse and connected indoor 
practice facility is projected for late April. The total improvement project will include new lighting, a new pressbox and extensive renovation of the 
seating area. Pictured are VSU head coach Tommy Thomas, beginning his 30th season, and assistant Pete Meyer.
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1997 Blazer Baseball

General Information
Name.......................................... Valdosta State University
Location...................................................Valdosta, Georgia
Founded.......................................................................1906
Enrollment.................................................................. 9810
President...............................................Dr. Hugh C. Bailey
Colors...........................................................Red and Black
Nickname................................................................ Blazers
Home Facility.............................. Billy Grant Field (1100)
Conference.........................................................Gulf South
National Affiliation...................................NCAA, Division II
1996 Record ....................  29-22 overall, 11-9 in GSC East

Athletic Staff
Athletic Director....................
Secretary................................
Faculty Athletic Representative 
Sports Information Director . . .
Graduate Assistant SID..........
Trainer ..................................
Field Maintenance..................

Baseball S taff
Head Coach.............................................. Tommy Thomas
Assistant Coach................................................ Pete Meyer
Graduate Assistant.................................Shannon Jernigan
Student Assistant.................................... Kenny Yanzetich
Student Trainers . . . Brian Ross, Sandy Britt, Joel Eubanks
Scorekeepers.................. Emily Buchanan, Rochelle Bailey
Scoreboard Operator.............................. Debbie Chambers
Public Address............................ Greg Mcllvain, Bill Postel

. . .  Herb Reinhard 
Debbie Wisenbaker 
. . . .  Bobby Tucker 
. . . .  Steve Roberts 
. . Julie Lapomarda 
. . . .  Jim Madaleno 
. . . . Larry Lampert
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Valdosta State seeks significant 
improvement over last year's 29-22 
record as well as a return to the 
recently expanded Gulf South 
Conference tournament field which the 
Blazers missed in 1996. To that end, 
VSU will count on an improved pitching 
staff to cariy the club, especially early 
in the season.

"Our starting pitching should be 
better, and we should have more 
quality pitching depth," head coach 
Tommy Thomas, the dean of GSC 
coaches who begins his 30th season 
this spring, said. "At the same time,
I'm concerned about our consistency 
offensively. We didn't hit the ball with 
authority in the fall, but I hope at least 
part of that was due to better pitching."

The national pollsters, who mainly 
base preseason ranking on past 
performance, have picked the Blazers 
24th, a ranking Thomas believes is 
much more realistic than the No. 3 
ranking put on his club in 1996. "We 
were highly ranked last year primarily 
on the basis of our third place finish in 
the national tournament in 1995 plus 
the fact we had a lot of offensive 
weapons returning," Thomas said. "We 
have many more question marks 
coming into this season.

"The poll is nice for the fans to talk 
about, but it is relatively unimportant 
especially early in the year. Obviously, 
we must perform on the field against a 
very challenging schedule. If we have 
some success, the poll will take care of 
itself."

Thomas knows it will take a complete 
package to take on the powers of the 
South, South Atlantic and South 
Central regions which dot the 1997 
schedule. Valdosta State is again 
situated in the South Central, which 
houses all 16 Gulf South Conference 
schools. VSU and the seven other 
eastern division members, North 
Alabama, West Georgia, Lincoln 
Memorial, West Alabama, West Florida, 
Alabama-Huntsville and Montevallo, 
will play a three-game series in the 
regular season. The top three teams 
will advance to a six-team double

1997 Scouting Report

elimination tournament with the three 
best from the west. The east winner 
will host the four-day tourney the 
weekend of April 24. The tournament 
has been expanded from four to six 
teams.

To face the challenge, Thomas will 
send out an almost new cast of 
everyday players consisting of junior 
and senior college transfers as well as a 
couple of returnees. What is expected 
to be a much improved pitching staff 
will be anchored by senior righthander 
Greg Denly, who will be the cornerstone 
of an 11-man staff which features three 
lefthanders.

"If the fall is any indication, I think 
our pitching will be much improved.
I'm hopeful the staff will keep us in ball 
games and allow our offense to 
mature," Thomas said. "I'm going to be 
very disappointed if we're not a very 
competitive club."

PITCHING
Denly, who Thomas believes is a pro 

prospect, returns as the No. 1 pitcher 
after going 7-4 with an excellent 2.95 
ERA last season. The righthander 
finished strong, winning three of his 
last four starts, and struck out 78 in 
79.1 innings.

Another senior returnee and a trio of 
junior college transfers are expected to 
battle for the other top spots in the 
starting rotation. Senior righthander 
Tom Disney, whose control problems 
limited his effectiveness last season, 
was vastly improved in the fall and 
should make a bid for a top job. He 
was 2-2 with a 3.50 ERA but walked 39 
in only 54 innings a year ago. 
Righthanders Israel Barnes and Adam 
Kiehl and southpaw Chris Skinner, all 
successful at the JC level, are in the 
hunt for high spots in the rotation.

Two versatile sophomore returnees 
from last year's club are also high on 
Thomas's list of pitching talent. Scotty 
Layfield, who can play everyday at 
either infield corner, allowed only one 
earned run in 16.2 innings. Bobby 
McDonald, a likely starter at first base, 
was a hard luck 1- 4 in relief, but

opponents hit only .231 against him. 
Both are righthanders.

Senior righthander Rick Hagen also 
returns and could be a factor as a 
starter and out of the bullpen after an 
impressive fall. Sophomore lefthander 
Jarrett Bridges, the ace of Valdosta 
High School staffs in 1994 and 1995, 
transferred from Georgia at the end of 
fall quarter and could be a factor.

Freshmen righthanders Mark 
Middleton and Jeff Gillis, junior lefty 
Jeremy Merritt and redshirt freshman 
southpaw Ben Jackson round out the 
staff. Gillis will double as a backup 
infielder, and Merritt will see additional 
action as a designated hitter and 
reserve first baseman.

Jackson missed last season 
recovering from back surgery but is 
fully recovered and could rapidly move 
up in the rotation.

CATCHING
The all-important catching position 

will be handled by the two-man 
committee of Mike McGurk and Aaron 
Voidness, both products of Lake City 
CC. Thomas expects to platoon the 
duo unless one gets particularly hot at 
the plate. Both are solid receivers with 
above average arms. "I'm very 
comfortable with our catching 
situation," Thomas said. "Both will do 
a solid job behind the plate and 
hopefully help us at the plate."

INFIELD
Nobody returns from 1996, but 

Thomas believes recruiting has 
produced a solid group of starters at 
the inner defense positions. McDonald 
at first base is the lone returnee to 
likely crack the starting lineup. He hit 
.318 as a freshman, playing some in 
right field and filling the designated 
hitter role.

At second base will be JC transfer 
Jason Dorminy, who won the job in the 
fall after hitting .325 at South Georgia 
a year ago. Junior Jeff Barnett, an 
excellent base runner who hit .308 in 
limited duty last season, is a quality
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backup.
Charan Girard was recruited out of 

Florida Community College in 
Jacksonville to take over at shortstop, 
and he easily lived up to all 
expectations during the fall. Girard 
has great hands and a quick bat, 
hitting .368 at FCCJ in '96.

Brian Johnson, another transfer from 
Georgia, will complete his eligibility at 
VSU and will take over at third base. 
Adequate defensively, Johnson is 
expected to hit in the middle of the 
lineup and will be counted on to 
produce runs. Layfield, who played 
sparingly last season, will back up 
Johnson and McDonald.

Gillis at short and Merritt at first add 
even more depth to the infield spots.

OUTFIELD
Jamie Coons, last year's most 

productive offensive player, returns to

right field after leading the 1996 club in 
hitting (.368), triples (5) home runs (7) 
and RBI (51). Coons is the total 
package and an obvious key to VSU 
success.

A couple of JC recruits will join 
Coons in the Blazer outfield at the start 
of the season. Jermaine Jordan, who 
hit .350 at South Georgia, brings 
outstanding speed to center field. Jim 
Greer, a .445 hitter at Anne Arundel 
CC in Maryland, will open the year in 
left.

Senior David Robinson, a starter in 
left last year who hit .293 with six 
home runs and 40 RBI, will miss the 
first 22 games for academic reasons.
His return at the end of winter quarter 
will greatly help the depth situation in 
the outfield.

DESIGNATED HITTER
The designated hitter role could be

filled by committee. Layfield,
McDonald, Merritt, Johnson and 
Robinson (when eligible) are all 
probable at one time or another.

THE SCHEDULE
The 53-game slate, which begins with 

a two-game series at home against 
Eckerd on February 15-16, is enhanced 
by the eastern division conference 
schedule, which features three teams 
in the preseason Top 30. Alabama- 
Huntsville is ranked fourth, Lincoln 
Memorial is tabbed 13th, and North 
Alabama is picked 14th.

Other Top 30 clubs on the slate 
include No. 1 and defending national 
champion Kennesaw State, No. 2 
Tampa, No. 5 Columbus State, No. 6 
Florida Southern, No. 17 St. Leo, No.
18 Lewis, No. 25 North Florida and No. 
29 Georgia College and State.

Root, Root; Root 
for the

B la ze rs !

Mitch and Megan Meyer
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Peach State Homes
P. O. Box 615 • Valdosta, GA 31620 • Phone: (912) 896-7420

Go Blazers! BACKS THE BLAZERS!

HARRY B. ANDERSON 
WESTERN AUTO

BICYCLE HEADQUARTERS

204 EAST CENTRAL AVENUE 
DOWNTOWN VALDOSTA 

242-5945

u It 's  W h a t  
I  You D o  
-Wh e n  Th e  
C o a c h  I s n 't  
Wa t c h in g  

Th a t  
M a t t er s .

Start early. Stay late. Go 
the extra mile. These are 
qualities that matter. 
Especially when it comes 
to service. That's why our 
service throughout the 
Southeast doesn't stop at 
the door or close at five. It 
looks after you even 
when you're not looking.

When it comes to service, 
everything matters.*

Blanton 8  ̂Griffin
INSURANCE AGENCY

908 N. Patterson St. -  P. 0. Box 1689 
Valdosta, Georgia 31603 

Telephone 247-6500
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Blazer Coaching S taff

TOMMY THOMAS, HEAD COACH
Entering his 30th season as the outstanding head coach of Valdosta State's Blazer baseball team, 

Tommy Thomas has enjoyed success gained by very few. In 29 seasons, Thomas-led teams have 
compiled an overall record of 973-559, a .635 winning percentage. In 1994 he became only the second 
NCAA Division II coach to win 900 games, and his 973 wins are the most among active Division II 
coaches.

Twenty of his 29 teams have reached post-season play, and eight teams, including the 1995 club, 
have made it to the national tournament with the 1979 team winning the national championship. As a 
result, Thomas has been the recipient of numerous individual awards and honors. Following the 
national title year, he was named National Coach of the Year for NCAA Division II by the American 
Baseball Coaches Association. On seven occasions he has been named regional coach of the year, once 
in the NALA Area V (1969) and five times in the NCAA South Atlantic region (1974, 1977, 1779, 1983 
and 1985) and once in the South Central region (1995).

The 56-year-old Valdosta native received the BS degree from Valdosta State, where he was a four-year 
letterman in baseball from 1959-62, ending his career with a .316 batting average. Thomas, who is 
single, earned the MST degree from Georgia Southern in 1967.

Thomas Milestones
First W in ........................................... 7-6 vs. Davis Lipscomb 1968
First Loss...........................................5-2 vs. David Lipscomb 1968

50th W in........................................................... 7-0 vs. Shorterl970
50th Loss.................................................. 5-3 vs. Jacksonville 1971
100th Win............................................. 14-2 vs. Florida Statel972

100th Loss.........................................................11-3 vs. Floridal975
150th Win.....................................................2-1 vs. Columbusl973
150th Loss...........................................16-8 vs. West Georgial977
200th Win.......................................................  15-3 vs. Eckerdl974
200th Loss.....................................................3-0 vs. Louisville 1980
250th Win......................................................... 3-1 vs. Erskinel976
250th Loss....................................11-3 vs. Jacksonville State 1983
300th Win..................................................... 13-5 vs. Augustal977
300th Loss.........................................................10-6 vs. Tampal986
350th W in.........................................11-9 vs. Eastern Illinoisl978
350th L o s s ...................................... 4-3 vs. Armstrong Statel988

400th W in ............................................. 1-0 vs. Rose Hulmanl980
400th Loss.........................................................10-6 vs. Tampal990
450th W in ................................................13-4 vs. Charleston 1981

450th L o s s ........................................................... 7-4 vs. Flagler 1992
500th Win....................................7-2 vs. Illinois Benedictine 1982
500th Loss...................................... 5-3 vs. Jacksonville Statel994

550th W in.....................................................11-5 vs. Augusta 1983
550th lo s s ................................. 9-6 vs. Alabama Huntsville 1996
600th W in ............................. 807 vs. Georgia Southwestern 1984
650th W in .........................................................12-6 vs. Mercerl985
700th Win...........................................5-2 vs. Georgia College 1987

750th Win....................................12-11 vs. Armstrong Statel988
800th W in .........................................7-0 vs. Kennesaw State 1991
850th W in.......................................................5-2 vs. Augustal993
900th W in ............................................. 9-5 vs. Albany Statel994

950th W in ...................................... 4-1 vs. SIU Edwardsvillel996

Division il's  Winningest Coaches
Years Wins

1. Tommy Thomas, Valdosta S ta te ........ . . . .  29 ........ ____973
2. Frank Vieira, New H aven ................... ........ 34 .......... . . . .  881
3. Jack Smitheran, UC R iverside.......... ........ 27 .......... ____854
4. Gary Grob, Winona S ta te ................... ........ 29 .......... . . . .  807
5. Jack Rose, Denver............................. ........ 36 .......... ____771
6. Irish O'Reilly, L ew is ........................... ........ 18.......... . . . .  754
7. Phil Swimley, UC Davis....................... ........ 31 .......... ____734
8. Joe Roberts, Armstrong State............. ........ 1 8 .......... . . .  723
9. Bill Aker, Northern Kentucky............. ........  25 . . . . . . . .  715
10. Ron Davies, Adelphi........................... ........  32 . . . . . . . .  691

Partners with Athleticsfor a Winning Season!

Shop with the Valdosta State University 
Bookstore at Two Convenient Locations...

The Main Store
Located in the University Union Building

Books and Supplies; Cards, Gifts Stationbary; Fraternity and 
Sorority Items; Emblematic Goods, Including Clothing; 

Computer Hardware & Software at Great Prices

Blazer Shop & Computer Niche 
in the University Center

Located in the University Union Building
Big, new Store Specializing in Clothing and Blazer Souvenirs; 

Beautiful Shop with Cards, Balloons, & Exciting Gifts;
The Computer Niche offering Educational Prices on 

Computer Software and Hardware

Valdosta State University Stores
“HOT SPOTS TO SHOP”

University Union Building & University Center
(912) 333-5666
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Blazer Baseball Sponsors

First
Federal
OF VA

DOWNTOWN: 4 11 N. PATTERSON ST. 
NORTHSIDE: N OAH ST. & EAGER RD. 
CALL 244 0164

YOUR FAMILY 
FINANCIAL CENTER

a

Pioneer
PA PER AND PLASTICS, INC. 

VALDOSTA -  JACKSONVILLE -  ST. AUGUSTINE

SERVING BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

100 Avenue B 
Valdosta 

912-247-6420

Good Luck, V S U B la zers

JC Penney
Store

912-244-4150

Valdosta Mall

Catalog
1-800-222-6161

Salon
244-1354

South Georgia 
Travel, Inc.

1300 Baytree Road -  Valdosta 
244-2324

No Charge for Our Services

Member -  American Society of Travel Agents

O Compliments of

IN G R A M  P A R R IS  G R O U P
^ © fn lD T E O T S  is  (PL^IM IINIilKlS

2722 NORTH OAK STREET 
VALDOSTA, GA 31602 

PHONE: 242-3557

Reames & Son Construction Company
1302 Cypress Street • P. O. Box 546 

Valdosta, Georgia 31603

(912) 244-9286
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feff

Pete Meyer
ASSISTANT COACH

Pete Meyer, who was Thomas's graduate ' 
assistant for two seasons while working on his 
master of education degree, always hoped he 
could again be a part of the Blazer baseball 
program. His wish came true in the summer of 
1993 when former assistant Bart Shuman 
stepped down, opening the door for the energetic 
Meyer to return to Valdosta State. He begins his 
fourth season as Blazer baseball's top assistant 
and chief recruiter.

Meyer, a native of Greencastle, Ind., and the 
son of DePauw University baseball coach Ed 
Meyer, spent three years as head baseball coach 
at Oglethorpe University in Atlanta. He went to Oglethorpe to help reinstate a 
baseball program which had been dormant for 15 years and compiled a two- 
year record of 39-30, including a perfect 16-0 conference record.

His two teams won the eastern division of the Southern Collegiate Athletic 
Conference, and he coached 10 all-conference players, three all region players, 
two academic all-south players and one pitcher of the year in the SCAC.

Meyer was a four-sport athlete at Greencastle High School, earning 10 varsity 
letters. He was an all-conference prep baseball player and continued his 
baseball career at College of Wooster where he was a four year letterman and 
three-time all-conference selection. Three of the teams (1985-87) participated 
in the NCAA Division III national playoffs.

Meyer is married, and he and his wife Cindy, a certified public accountant 
who is the manager of accounting and budgets in VSU's Office of Business and 
Finance, have two children, Mitch, 6 1/2, and Megan, 5.

Shannon 
Jernigan
GRADUATE ASSISTANT

Shannon Jernigan, a two- 
year starting catcher for 
Valdosta State's 1994 and 
1995 clubs, begins his first 
year as a graduate assistant 
for the B lazer baseball 
program. The 23-year-old 
Live Oak, Fla., native worked 
as a student assistant last 
season while completing work 
on his undergraduate degree 
education.

Jernigan earned all-conference honors his junior 
season, hitting .267 and helping the Blazers qualify for 
the conference tournament. His senior season, he 
commanded a solid pitching staff which turned in an 
excellent 3.43 ERA as the Blazers won their first Gulf 
South Conference championship. That team also won 
the South Central Regional and returned to the 
Division II World Series for the first time since 1985, 
finishing third.

This season Jernigan will work primarily with VSU 
pitchers and catchers and will also do some scouting. 
He is working toward a master of education degree in 
the field of health and physical education.

in health and physical

Baseball Support Staff

Rhonda Wise Angela Cook
BATGIRL CO-CAPTAIN BATGIRL CO-CAPTAIN

Rochelle Bailey
STOREKEEPER

Emily Buchanan
SCOREKEEPER

Brian Ross
STUDENT TRAINER

Debbie Chambers
SCORBOARD OPERATOR

Sandy Britt
STUDENT TRAINER

Greg Mcllvain
PUBLIC ADDRESS

Antwan Wright Kenny Yanzetich
STUDENT MANAGER STUDENT ASSISTANT

Bill Postel
PUBLIC ADDRESS
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The Blazers and 
Park Avenue Bank... 

hometown people you know!

Jim Hinton Oil Co. of GA
proudly supplies quality

The Park Avenue Bank
•Five Points / 3102 N. Oak St. Ext. / 242-7758 

• Downtown /1 2 4  W. Hill Ave. / 242-1993 
• Francis lake / Francis Lake Shopping Center /  559-7057

TU W ER’S
Hne fu rn itu re

i J k  3385 North Valdosta Road

r  \v o U RHOU3CHTAHTV Valdosta, Georgia 31602 
CENTER cSJOT„ Phone (912) 247-2455

Jim Hinton Oil Co. of GA
proudly supplies quality

CITGO j
G asoline • D iesel • Lubricants

912-242-1800 
609 West Hill Ave. Valdosta

Jim Hinton Oil Co. of GA
proudly supplies quality

G asoline • Diesel • Lubricants
912-242-1800 

609 West Hill Ave. Valdosta

Jim Hinton Oil Co. of GA
proudly supports

T E X A C O

G asoline • D iesel • Lubricants
912-242-1800 

609 West Hill Ave. Valdosta

B l a z e r

B a s e b a l l
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Blazer Numerical Roster

No.
1
4
7
9

12
16
19

21
22
23
24 
26 
29

Name Pos
Jeff Gillis.......................................................................... P/SS
Jeff Barnett.......................................................................... 2B
Bobby McDonald...............................................................1B/P
Charan G irard.................................................................... SS

Jamie Coons........................................................................ RF
Jason Dorminy.................................................................... 2B
Jim Greer............................................................................ LF

Jarrett Bridges...................................................................... P
Aaron Voidness...................................................................... C
Brian Johnson.................................................................... 3B
Jermaine Jordan.................................................................CF
Jeremy Merritt................................................................ P/DH
GregDenly............................................................................. P

Mark J. Lanes, M.D.
2310 N. Patterson Street in Valdosta 

912-247-2020

30 David Robinson......................................................................LF
33 Scotty Layfield.................................................................. IF/P
34 Rick Hagen............................................................................ P
35 Israel Barnes......................................................................... P
37 Adam Kiehl............................................................................. P
39 Chris Skinner..........................................................................P

43 Ben Jackson.......................................................................... P
44 Mike McGurk........................................................................ C
49 Tom Disney............................................................................ P

54 Mark Middleton........................................................................P

3 Tommy Thomas, head coach
25 Pete Meyer, assistant coach
5 Shannon Jemigan, graduate assistant

46 Kenny Yanzetich, student assistant

W A L * M A R T '
ALWAYS THE 

LOW PRICES O N  
BRANDS YOU TRUST 

ALWAYS.

STAY W ITH  
SOM EONE YOU 

K N O W ...

281 NEW LY RENOVATED ROOMS 
INCLUDING

EXECUTIVE CLUB ROOMS 
2 POOLS

YM CA PRIVILEGES 
COMPLIMENTARY VAN  SERVICE 

LAUNDRY FACILITIES 
GAMEROOM 

BANQUET / MEETING 
FACILITIES 

FAX ACCESS 
4 SUITES INCLUDING 
BRIDAL, EXECUTIVE 

& FAM ILY SUITES 
RESTAURANT/LOUNGE 
& MUCH, MUCH MORE!

Business or pleasure, there is only one place to be 
... The H o liday  Inn o f  Valdosta. The sta ff is 
ready and waiting to serve you. Whether you stop 
by fo r  dinner, or to stay the w eekend , The 
Holiday Inn w ill treat you like royalty ... so stay 
with someone you know.

Holiday Inn
1309 St. Augustine Road 
Valdosta, Georgia 31601 

912-242-3881 / 912-244-6272

I - 75 at Exit 5
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BRICK-BLOC

807 River Street in Valdosta 
242-1170

< y ( n n iiy e /, & c u * if

Til Im arft^rTrfnm

505 N. Ashley in Valdosta / (912) 242-5377

Blazer Boosters 
since 1965

IN VA LDO STA M A LL

Go Blazers!
SOUTHERN OB-GYN ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Thomas H. Moseley, Jr., M.D. Bolan P. Woodward, M.D. 
Roy E. Swindle, M.D. Frank Q. Smith, M.D.

Alex M.Culbreth, III, M.D.

2 8 4 1 North Patterson Street 
V a ld o sta , G e o rg ia  31602
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m 1997 Blazer Alphabetical Roster

Name No. Pos

Israel Barnes 3 5 ........ ................ p
Jeff Barnett 4 ........ .............. 2B
Jarrett Bridges 2 1 ........ ................ P
Jamie Coons 1 2 ........ ..............RF
Greg Denly 2 9 .......... ................ p
Tom Disney 4 9 .......... ................ p
Jason Dorminy 1 6 ........ .............. 2B
Jeff Gillis 1 ........ .......... P/SS
Charan Girard 9 ........ .............. ss
Jim Greer 19.......... ................LF
Rick Hagen 3 4 .......... ................ P
Ben Jackson 4 3 .......... ................ P
Brian Johnson 2 3 ........ .............. 3B
Jermaine Jordan 2 4 ........ .............. CF
Adam Kiehl 3 7 .......... ................ P
Scotty Layfield 3 3 .......... ............ IF/P
Bobby McDonald 7 ........ ..........1B/P
Mike McGurk 4 4 .......... ................ C
Jeremy Merritt 2 6 ........ .......... P/DH
Mark Middleton 5 4 .......... ................ P
David Robinson 30.......... ................LF
Chris Skinner 3 9 .......... ................ P
Aaron Voidness 22 .......... ................ c

wdLIXEl
MOBILE

P e r s o n a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  S o l u t i o n s

C o  B lazers!

SUBS & SALADS

^Valdosta's freshest Subs
Baytree & Jerry Jones / Northside & Bemiss

Best Country!

Valdosta State Blazers...

Best of Luck!
from the employees at

G E O R G I A ^
POWER

A SOUTHERN COMPANY
Go Blazers!
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Blazer Baseball Sponsors

1903 Baytree Road • Remerton, GA 31601 
912-259-9464

Pleats & Creases, Custom 
Dry Cleaners and Laundry

1809 Jerry Jones Alterations
Valdosta, G A 31602 Lather / Suede
912-245-7873 Wedding Gowns

Business Hours
Monday - Friday 7:00 am to 6:00 pm 

Saturdday 8:00 am to 12 Noon

Credit Cards Accepted: M/C, Amex, Visa, Discover, Diners

Call or stop by today for the investments 
you need and the excellent service you deserve.

Keith Deller
Investment Representative 
Edward D. Jones & Co. 
113 W. Brookwood Dr. 
Valdosta, GA 31601 
912-242-8800

Edward Jones
Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

T a k e  m o

g a m e
Get your own team together and 
head over to the stadium to watch the 
VSU Blazers’ exciting season! Thrifty can get 
you there in comfort and style in a Dodge Caravan 
or similar vehicle.
Thrifty Car Rental offers a wide variety of vehicles 
from compact to full-size as well as 1 5 -passenger 
vans, convertibles and minivans.

For worldwide reservations call 
1-800-F0R-CARS® (1 -800-367-2277).

Call for reservations today!
In Valdosta 

2704 Bemiss Road

241-7368
Thrifty features quality products of the Chrysler Corporation and other fine cars. a  licensee of Thrifty Rent-A-Car System, Inc.

B est o f  all, f t ’s  M  MM
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NUMBER AND NAME BATS/THROWS BIRTHDAY HEIGHT

HOME ADDRESS AND PHONE 

PITCHERS
35 Israel Barnes R-R 3-8-76 6 0

10903 Kewanee Drive, Tampa FL 33612 (813) 985-3995 
21 Jarrett Bridges L-L 2-16-77 6 0

2904 Bud Mackey Circle, Valdosta, GA 31602 (912) 245-1115 
29 Greg Denly R-R 11-10-75 6 3

5 Tallullah Circle, Valdosta, GA 31602 (244-8540)
49 Tom Disney R-R 6-5-74 6 4

202 Martin Lane, Chicago Heights, IL 60411 (708) 755-6278 
1 JeffGillis R-R 12-12-77 5 11

6006 Fairlong Circle, Acworth, GA 30101 (770) 499-0330 
34 Rick Hagen R-R 9-16-74 6 2

P.O. Box 1952, Waycross, GA 31501 (912) 283-0043 
43 Ben Jackson R-L 1-12-77 6 1

P.O. Box 1183, Thomasville, GA 31799 (912) 226-8384 
37 AdamKiehl R-R 2-26-76 6 0

575 W17726 Harbor Circle, Muskego, WI 53150 (414) 679-0475 
33 Scotty Layfield R-R 9-13-76 6 2

802 Christopher Drive, Montezuma, GA 31041 (912) 949-2044 
7 Bobby McDonald R-L 9-23-76 5 11

4642 Hancock Way, Lilbum, GA 30297 (404) 921-8908 
26 Jeremy Merritt L-R 12-20-74 6 5

102 WMTM Road, Moultrie, GA 31768 (912)890-1589 
54 Mark Middleton R-R 3-3-77 6 1

992 Lynn Drive, Waycross, GA 31503 (912) 285-4079 
39 Chris Skinner L-L 1-21-76 5 9

16725 SE 45th Ct., Summerfield, FL 34491 (352) 245-4309

WEIGHT CLASS................. ........ HOMETOWN AND HIGH SCHOOL

185 Junior............... ............................. Tampa, FL (King)

175 Sophomore . . . . ...................Valdosta, GA (Valdosta)

190 Senior............... ...................Valdosta, GA (Valdosta)

225 Sen ior............... ........ Chicago, IL (Bloom Township)

180 Freshman........ ...................Acworth, GA (Harrison)

215 Senior............... .......... Waycross, GA (Ware County)

185 Freshman . Thomasville, GA (Thomas County Central)

185 Junior............... . . . . Muskego, WI (Wauwatosa East)

200 Sophomore........ . . . Montezuma, GA (Macon County)

195 Sophomore . . . . .....................Lilbum, GA (Parkview)

230 Junior............... ........ Moultrie, GA (Colquitt County)

170 Freshman........ .......... Waycross, GA (Ware County)

165 Junior............... .......... Summerfield, FL (Lake Weir)

CATCHERS
44 Mike McGurk R-R 4-25-76 6-2

357 Wekiva Cove Road, Longwood, FL 32779 (407) 862-6289
22 Aaron Voidness L-R 7-23-75 5 11

1125 Schilling Ave., Chicago Heights, IL 60411 (708) 754-2655

INFIELDERS
4 Jeff Barnett R-R 4/22/75 5 11

1211 St. Andrews Drive, Douglas, GA 31533 (912) 384-0651 
16 Jason Dorminy R-R 11-24-75 5-10

1337 Lovers Lane Road, Leesburg, GA 31763 (912) 436-4274 
1 JeffGillis R-R 12-12-77 5 11

6006 Fairlong Circle, Acworth, GA 30101 (770) 499-0330 
9 Charan Girard L-R 4-28-75 5 11

3861 SW Bimini Circle, Palm City, FL 34990 (407) 223-0785
23 Brian Johnson L-R 9-5-73 6 2

217 Dunaway Drive, Albany, GA 31707 (912) 436-6390 
33 Scotty Layfield * R-R 9-13-76 6 20

802 Christopher Drive, Montezuma, GA 31041 (912) 949-2044 
7 Bobby McDonald R-L 9-23-76 5 11

4642 Hancock Way, Lilbum, GA 30297 (404) 921-8908

OUTFIELDERS
12 Jamie Coons R-R 10-16-74 6 0

5542 Hollins Lane, Burke, VA 22015 (703) 978-6079 
19 Jim Greer R-R 2-28-76 5 11

1019 Dockser Drive, Crownsville, MD 21032
24 Jermaine Jordan R-R 8-10-76 5-9

109 West Toombs St., Vidalia, GA 30474 (912) 537-9522 
30 David Robinson R-R 7-20-75 6-3

P.O. Box 241, Archer, FL 32618 (904) 495-2895

210

195

Ju n ior...............

Junior................

........ Longwood, FL (Bishop Moore)

............ Chicago Heights, IL (Bloom)

170 Jun ior............... .......................Douglas, GA (Coffee)

170 Junior................. ............ Leesburg, GA (Lee County)

180 Freshman.......... .....................Acworth, GA (Harrison

160 Junior............... ........ Palm City, FL (Martin County)

195 Sen ior............... .................Albany, GA (Lee County)

200 Sophomore........ . . . Montezuma, GA (Macon County)

195 Sophomore........ .....................Lilbum, GA (Parkview)

185 Senior............... .....................Burke, VA (Edgewood)

180 Junior............... ...............Crownsville, MD (Old Mill)

165 J u n io r ............ .........................Vidalia, GA (Vidalia)

195 Sen ior............... .....................Archer, FL (Newberry)
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Blazer Baseball Sponsors

W e ’r e  w it Y ou
A ll  th e  W a y , 

B la z e rs !
A Hughes Supply Company

Featuring American Standard

(g r iEf in )
V m  TELECTRIC

SUPPLY, INC.
Post Office Box 3695 • 2517 C Bemiss Road 

Valdosta, GA 31604-3695 
Bus. (912) 247-2243 
Fax (912) 247-5301

(912) 242-2660
229 St. Augustine Road / Valdosta, GA 31601

COOPER
R EAL ESTA TE

M L S  m

ALLAN DEAR
REALTOR®, GRI

Bus. (912) 241-0270 
Res. (912) 244-8433 
Fax (912) 241-0382 

Beeper 333-7223 
(800) 719-3861

602 BAYTREE ROAD 
VALDOSTA, GA 31602

PtrformonM. Protection. Quality.™

INSTA-LUBE 
10 Minute Oil Change 

& Lube

902 North Ashley St. 
Valdosta, GA 31601

1718 Gornto Road 
Valdosta, GA 31601

A tradition since 1963 in the Valdosta m arket

tradition today!
(Across From Western Sizzlin’)

247-7553
(Across From Valdosta Mall)

242-2292 A New Teem...

..with a winning Tradition!
Comer of Oak and Magnolia 

Valdosta 
(912) 333-2300

#1 in Cars and Trucks
SOFT CLOTH CAR WASH

1716 Gornto Road
Monday-Saturday 8:30 to 6:30 Valdosta, GA 31602
Open Rain or Shine (912) 242-8750
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Is ra e l Barnes

35
Pitcher
6-0/185
Ju n io r/ Tampa, FL

Transfer from Santa Fe CC...Has 
an overhand curve which rivals the 
outstanding deuce of former Blazer 
Scott MacRae, now in the Cincinnati Reds organization...Clocked 
consistently as fast as anyone on the staff in the fall and was one of 
the top three pitchers in the fall "world series"...Throws in the mid- 
80s with good command of all his pitches...Definitely a candidate to 
be among the top three pitchers on the staff...Drafted in 27th round 
by the Yankees in 1993.

J a rre tt B ridges

Pitcher
6-0/175
Sophomore /  Valdosta, BA

Transfer from Georgia who was 
the ace of Valdosta High School 
pitching staff in 1994 and 1995...A 
lefthander who pitched sparingly for the Bulldogs as a 
freshm an...Coaching sta ff w ill watch him closely in the 
preseason...Expected to play a role this year, how big a role is yet to 
be determined...A welcome addition to this pitching staff.

Birthday: February 16, 1977

Birthday: March 8, 1976
Major: Business Management

Major: Business Administration

Greg D enly

29
Pitcher
6-3/190
S e n io r/ Valdosta, GA

Returns as the No. 1 pitcher on 
the Blazer staff...Coaches believe he 
ended last season as the top pitcher 
and will continue where he left off...Without a doubt, he is expected 
to be one of the stalwarts on the '97 club...Finished 7-4 last season 
to lead team in wins, and his 2.95 ERA was the best among the 
starters...Possesses pro potential...Drafted in the 67th round by the 
Cubs in 1992.

Birthday: November 10, 1975 

Major: Biology

Denly at Valdosta State
G GS CG IP H R ER BB K W-L ERA S WP HB
15 9 2 79.1 79 36 26 33 78 7-4 2.95 0 11 1

Tom D isney

Pitcher
6-4/225
S e n io r/ Chicago, IL

Enjoyed a very productive fall 
which boosted his stock among the 
coaching staff...Inconsistent control 
was costly last season when he finished 2-2 with a 3.50 ERA, 
walking 39 batters in 54 innings of work...Consistent positive 
performances from Disney can make this staff one of the best in the 
GSC...One of the keys to this year's pitching staff.

Birthday: June 5, 1974 

Major: Criminal Justice

Disney at Valdosta State
G GS CG IP H R ER BB K WL ERA S WP HB
12 8 1 54 50 29 21 39 37 2-2 3.50 0 3 6
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M IZ E L L
Floor Covering & Interiors

Proudly serving this area 
for Over 30 Years

“The Carpet Experience”

423 Connell Road 
Valdosta, GA 31602 

(912) 244-2333

H  & S S u p p ly  C o ., In c .
W H O LE S A LE

PLUM BING  - HEATING • PUM P SU P P LIES

901 W. Hill Ave. / Valdosta, GA 31601-5327 

(912) 244-6942 • Fax (912) 245-0655

1609 N. A shley Street 
1303 St. A ugustine Road  

Exit 2 - Lake Park

Go Blazers!

WCTV6
Thomo/ville • Tolloho//ee

G o  B l a z e r s !

Kimberly W. Megow, M.D.
Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine

Country Club

3526 North Crossing Circle 
Valdosta 
241-9500

‘Class o f  1984’
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J e ff G il I  is

Pitcher/Shortstop
5-11/180
Freshm an/Acw orth, GA

A first year player expected to play 
a backup role both on the mound 
and at shortstop for this year's 
team...Plans are to use him in relief on occasion, especially in the 
non-conference weekday games...Comes with solid prep credentials 
earned at Harrison High School in Acworth.

Birthday: December 12, 1977 
Major: Undecided

R ick  H agen

Pitcher
6-2/225
Senior /  Waycross, GA

Another p itcher who showed 
dramatic improvement in the fall 
after an up and down campaign a 
year ago when he won four games but had a high 5.18 
ERA...Changed his delivery in the fall, dropping down and throwing 
exclusively from the stretch...A tremendous competitor who will be 
used primarily in long relief but will get some spot starts.

Birthday: June 16, 1974 
Major: Physical Education

Hagen at Valdosta State
G GS CG IP H R  ER BB K W-L S WP HB
15 5 0 41.2 61 39 24 21 33 4-3 0 12 1

Ben Jackson

43
Pitcher
6-1/180
Freshman /  Thomasville, GA

A redshirt freshman lefthander 
who missed last season recovering 
from back surgery...Recruited out of 
Thomas County Central High School where he was 10-2 with an 
impressive 1.44 ERA, being named Region 1 AAA's MVP...Now fully 
recovered and coaches see great potential which could begin 
blossoming this season...Great attitude and work habits to go with 
outstanding pitches...Will get an opportunity to perform.

Adam  K ieh l

37
Pitcher
6-0/185
Junior/M uskego, W l

Transfer from Triton College in 
River Grove, IL where he was a top 
p itcher...B rings outstanding 
credentials...A hard thrower whose control was spotty in the 
fall...With control in hand, he is a dominating pitcher...A viable 
candidate to be among the top three pitchers on the staff...Has all 
the pitches to be successful...Drafted in the 56th round by the 
Dodgers in 1994.

Birthday: January 12, 1977 
Major: Undecided

Birthday: February 26, 1976 
Major: Education
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Blazer Baseball Sponsors

flpplebee s
Neighborhood Grill & Bar

Applebee 's  #8867

1301 St. Augustine Road 
Valdosta, GA 31601 

(912) 241-9933

CITIZENS
COMMUNITY

BANK
A FULL SERVICE BANK 

“Dedicated to Community Service"

MEMBER Valdosta, GA 
FDIC 242-2225

Hahira, GA Morven, GA &794-2111 or 244-5606 775-2441 EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

e
« £ M c L a n e

FUNERAL SERVICES

Funeral Homes • Cemetery • Monuments

1

BRICK-BLOCK

807 River Street in Valdosta 
242-1170

Follow the Blazers 
in the Sports Pages of

To Subscribe, Call 244-1880
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S cotty Lay fie ld

33
Pitcher/Infielder
6 - 2 / 2 0 0

Sophomore /  Montezuma, GA
Possesses tremendous instincts 

for the game...A very versatile player 
who will be in the mix as a pitcher 
and an everyday player...Coaching 
staff believes he has the stuff to be 
one of the top pitchers on the staff...Did not have a bad outing in six 
appearances on the hill last season, allowing only one earned run in 
16-plus innings...Can play first and third base, and if hitting comes 
along, he'll play a lot. A key player in '97.
Birthday: September 13, 1976 
Major: Criminal Justice

Layfield at Valdosta State

Bobby McDonald

7
Pitcher /  First Base
5-11/195
Sophom ore/Lilburn, GA
A top recru it last season who 

turned in a solid year, hitting .318 
and posting a 4.34 ERA in 34 innings 
of work, mainly in relief...Expected to 
start a lot at first base, getting a left-handed bat in the everyday 
lineup, but will be used and used in crucial situations on the 
mound...Being penciled in as a short and middle reliever...In the 
platoon mix as an everyday player...Has potential to set some 
offensive records...Can also fill in behind the plate.
Birthday: September 23, 1976 
Major: Undecided

McDonald at Valdosta State
G AB R H RBI AVG 2B 3B HR BB K E AVG G AB R H RBI AVG 2B 3B HR BB so E AVG
25 52 7 12 8 .231 4 0 1 0 13 3 .952 34 66 11 21 8 .318 2 0 1 4 13 0 1,000

G GS CG IP H R ER BB K WL ERA s WP HB G GS CG IP H R ER BB K WL ERA s WP HB
6 2 0 16.2 14 3 1 7 12 20  0.54 0 0 1 11 2 0 34 30 22 16 21 25 14 4.24 2 4 2

Jerem y M e rritt

Pitcher/DH
6-5/230
Junior /  M oultrie, GA

A walkon who played JC ball at 
South Georgia...Another versatile 
player who can pitch and play first 
base and may also be called on to fill the designated hitter role on 
occasion...Expected to be used in relief with perhaps an occasional 
start...Will back up at first base but real value may be as a DH...An 
impressive hitter in the fall...Uses his wrists well and has good pop in 
his bat...Experience and relaxed approach also a plus.

Birthday: December 20, 1974 
Major: Communication Arts

M ark Middleton

Pitcher
6-1/170
Freshman / Way cross, GA

A walkon who took advantage of 
his opportunity in the fall, pitching 
good enough to make the team...Will 
be brought along slowly, being used primarily in relief...Coaching 
staff like his breaking pitch and change of pace...Potential is there to 
be a contributor somewhere down the road.

Birthday: March 3, 1977 
Major: Undecided
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Blazer Baseball Sponsors

1056 Valdosta Mall 
700 Norman Drive 
Valdosta, GA 31602 
(912) 247-2487

Is Proud to be a 1997 Corporate Sponsor o f  
the Valdosta State University Blazers!

Go Blazers!

C B C
Toll Free 1-800-222-2222

/ I
SHONEYS 

INN '

COMMERCIAL
B A N K IN G  C O M PAN Y

Valdosta Hahira
3462 North Valdosta Road 110 West Main Street 

(912)242-7600 (912)794-2494
U.S. 84 & I-75 Exit #4 
1828 E. Hill Avenue 
Valdosta, GA 31601 
(912) 244-7711 
FAX (912) 244-0361

1075 Lakes Blvd. 
1-75 Exit #2 

Lake Park, GA 31636 
(912) 559-5660 

FAX (912) 559-6779
IF D IC
|  INSURED|

Blazers...
I Love You 

Man!

Johnson Distributing Com pany
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Chris S kinner

Pitcher
5-9/165
Junior/Summerfield, FL

Recruited out of Central Florida 
CC in Ocala where he was a top 
pitcher...A lefthander who shows 
savvy on the hill...Coaching staff 
impressed with his natural instincts for the game...A crafty lefty who 
spots the ball...Could be at or near the top of this year's staff.

M ik e  M cG urk

44
Catcher
6 - 2 / 2 1 0

J u n io r/ LongwoodFL

Transfer from Lake City CC who 
has outstanding defensive 
skills...Has shown a good arm, quick 
release and blocks pitches 
well...Hitting has been spotty...Expected to divide time behind the 
plate, especially in the early season.

Birthday: January 21, 1976 
Major: Business Administration

Birthday: April 25, 1976 
Major: Business Administration

Aaron Voidness

22
Catcher
5-11/195
Junior/C hicago Heights, IL

Played at Lake City CC two years 
ago before sitting out last year...Is a 
quality receiver who handles the bat 
well although he was inconsistent at 
the plate in the fall...Will divide time with Mike McGurk behind the 
plate.

Birthday: July 23, 1975 
Major: Art

J e ff B arn e tt

Infielder
5-11/170  
Junior /  Douglas

Made solid contributions last 
season as a backup second 
baseman and as a pinch runner 
where he helped secure several wins 
with his smart decisions on the base paths...Great speed...Will 
provide quality depth defensively at second base and will get some 
spot starts...Carries a perfect 4.0 grade point average in his biology 
major...Transferred last year from South Georgia in his hometown of 
Douglas.

Birthday: April 22, 1975 
Major: Biology

Barnett at Valdosta State
G AB R H RBI AVG 2B 3B HR BB SO E AVG
32 39 15 12 6 .308 0 0 0 2 4 2 .953
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Blazer B aseball Sponsors

Good Luck BLAZERS!
From Your Friends at...

DOLLAR GENERAL
The Same Low Prices Every Day!

Farmers & Merchants Bank - 
Lakeland

United Banking Company - 
Nashville

We ’re more than Banks;
We’re Your Neighbors and Friends

FDIC
INSURED

PAINT CENTER

1201 N. Ashley Street 
244-4430
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Jason Dorminy

16
Second Base
5-10/170
Ju n io r/ Leesburg, BA

Transfer from South Georgia JC 
where he hit .325 last 
season...Earned starting job  at 
second base with clutch 
performances at the plate in the fall, consistently getting big hits in 
crucial situations...Fall performance was a pleasant surprise, leading 
coaches to have great confidence in the keystone position.

Charan Girard

9
Shortstop
5-11/100
Ju n io r/P a lm  City, FL

Transfer from Florida CC in 
Jacksonville where he hit .368 and 
was outstanding defensively...Played 
extrem ely well in the fall, and 
coaches believe he will be considered one of the top shortstops in 
Blazer history when his career is over...Possesses great hands and 
quickness, turning the double play beautifully...Shows good pop in 
his bat...A complete player who will make VSU strong up the middle.

Birthday: November 24, 1975

Major: Sports Medicine Birthday: April 28, 1975 
Major: Business Administration

Brian Johnson

Third Base
6-2/195
Senior/A lbany, GA

Transfer from Georgia where he 
played third base, hitting .300 for 
the Bulldogs in 1995...A very 
pleasant addition who will start at 
third base...Has come in and impressed everyone to the point he was 
selected a team captain because of his leadership ability...Could be a 
leading hitter on this year's club and will hit in an RBI spot int he 
order...Adequate defensively and can catch if needed...Drafted in the 
43rd round by the Red Sox in 1992.

Jamie Coons

12
Right Field
6-0/185
Senior /  Burke, VA

The top returning player...Enjoyed 
a tremendous jun ior season 
offensively and defensively, hitting 
.368 and leading the team in 
average, triples (5), home runs (7) and RBI (51)...Has a great arm 
from right field (seven assists in ’96) and did not make an 
error...Leads by example...Considered one of the best college players 
around...Has professional capability...Drafted in the 31st round by 
the Indians in 1993.

Birthday: September 5, 1973 
Major: Political Science

Birthday: October 16, 1974 
Major: Undeclared

Coons at Valdosta State
G AB R H RBI AVG 2B 3B HR BB SO E AVG
51 204 49 75 51 .368 9 5 7 14 22 0 1.000
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1st\
S T A T E
BANK
A N D  T R U S T  CO.

1 9 0 6 - 1 9 9 6  
Serving You from 9 Locations throughout 

Valdosta & Lowndes County

Valdosta Mall
Monday - Saturday 10am -9pm 

Sunday 1pm - 6pm

Go B lazers!

Like a  good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.

Bryant M artin and Bill Parker
Agents

Bus. (912) 242-0855 c.

Paul Cribbs
247-7127

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES 
H O M E  OFFIC ES: BLOOM IN GTO N , ILLINOIS

“ Is this the cut „ 
you’re looking for?

01t is if you want more meat for your money. Because 
every cut of famous WD Brand U.S. Choice beef is 
trimmed to a lean eighth of an inch. We give you more 

choices, low prices, and 100 percent satisfaction guaranteed on 
everything in our meat department. So tell us what you want, 
or how you’d like an item sliced or packaged.
Well be glad to help.

More Choices. Low Prices.
WiNN© DIXIE

America's Supermarket®
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Jim  G reer

19
Left Field
5-11/180
Junior /  Crownsville, MD

Transfer from Anne Arundel CC in 
Maryland where he hit a robust 
.445...Had a solid fall and will open 
the year as the starting 
leftfielder...Expected to hit for average and get on base with 
regularity...Solid defensively...A good all-round player.

Birthday: February 28, 1976 
Major: Computer Science

Jermaine Jordan

Center Field
5-9/165
J u n io r/ Vidalia, GA

A transfer from South Georgia JC 
where he hit .350 last season...Was 
recruited to take over in center
field...D id not disappoint in the 
fall...Quietly gets the job done offensively and defensively...Gets a 
great jump on the ball...Very good speed and has good bat 
control...Probable leadoff hitter...A definite key being heavily counted 
on to be a solid everyday player...Drafted in the 56th round by the 
Mariners in 1994.

Birthday: August 10, 1976 
Major: Business Administration

David Robinson

Left Field
6-3/195
Senior/A rcher, FL

Turned in solid numbers last 
season, hitting .293 with six home 
runs and 40 RBI (both second on 
the team)...Was the DH early in the 
year but moved into starting job in left field where he performed 
adm irably...Will miss team 's first 22 games regain ing his 
eligibility...Was team's best hitter in the fall, so his return will be 
eagerly anticipated...Selected the other team captain because of his 
leadership ability...Drafted in the 40th round by the Padres in 1994. 
Birthday: July 20, 1975 
Major: Criminal Justice

Robinson at Valdosta State
-6— AB-----------R--------------H~-RBI AVG 2B 3B HR BB— SB— E— AVG~
48 164 28 48 40 .293 9 1 6 20 43 2 . 970

BestCMskesjora 
Success jut Season
VSU FOOD SERVICES

• Palms Dining Center
• Catering Services

• Blazer Grill
• Oasis Snack Bar

• University Center Food Court
• Night Owl Convenience Store

• Freshens Yogurt Shop
Food Services is a Division of Auxilliary Services
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Final Hitting Statistics
A B R H R BI AVG 2B 3B H R BB K Slug% OB% SB-A

Albert Sagnella 86 10 32 13 .372 5 0 0 13 10 .430 .450 2-2
Jamie Coons 204 49 75 51 .368 9 5 7 14 22 .564 .408 24-30
Jeff Roesler 172 29 61 31 .355 12 1 3 21 21 .488 .449 5-11
Darren Bush 182 46 64 35 .352 14 3 7 31 28 .577 .442 19-24
Bobby McDonald 66 11 21 8 .318 2 0 1 4 13 .394 .378 0-0
Franky Carrasquillo 161 39 51 17 .317 8 6 2 30 19 .478 .427 30 42
Jeff Barnett 39 15 12 6 .308 0 0 0 2 4 .308 .341 8-10
David Robinson 164 28 48 40 .293 9 1 6 20 43 .470 .379 9-14
Tony Roy 68 10 19 8 .279 3 0 0 4 8 .324 .333 0-0
Kenny Edwards 72 13 19 7 .264 5 2 1 6 7 .431 .346 6-7
Paul Bagley 162 28 39 31 .241 9 0 6 26 49 .407 .359 4-5
Tom Valdez 106 13 25 6 .236 2 0 1 8 15 .283 .308 3-6
Scotty Layfield 52 7 12 8 .231 4 0 1 0 13 .365 .245 2-3
Joyous LaRosa 109 16 25 12 .229 5 0 0 17 18 .275 .341 2-3
others 38 8 12 6 .316 3 0 0 4 11 .405 .350 0-1

vsu 1682 323 516 279 .307 90 18 35 201 281 .444 .389 114-158
Opponents 1701 271 474 212 .279 74 13 23 211 327 .378 .364 74-101

Final Pitching Statistics
G w L S IP H R ER BB SO ERA GS CG

Scotty Layfield 6 2 0 0 16.2 14 3 1 7 12 0.54 2 0
Greg Denly 15 7 4 0 79.1 796 36 26 33 78 2.95 9 2
Shane Shook 14 4 4 1 67.2 84 40 26 26 49 3.46 10 3
Tom Disney 12 2 2 0 54 50 29 21 39 37 3.50 8 1
Mark Watson 12 6 2 0 55.2 64 33 26 16 48 4.20 9 4
Bobby McDonald 11 1 4 2 34 30 22 16 21 25 4.24 2 0
Adam Miller 10 1 0 0 13.1 16 11 7 10 9 4.72 0 0
Rick Hagan 15 4 3 0 41.2 61 39 24 21 33 5.18 5 0
Gary Fassl 17 1 1 2 22.1 29 25 16 16 13 6.45 1 0
Mike Hall 16 1 2 2 38.1 45 33 28 22 23 6.57 5 0
others 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0.00 0 0

VSU 51 29 22 7 425 474 271 191 211 327 4.04 51 10
Opponents 51 22 29 5 419.2 516 323 272 201 281 5.83 51 15

Scoring
Score by Innings: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 XInn Total AvPG

Valdosta State 42 52 28 23 46 47 35 33 10 7 323 6.3
Opponents 36 22 40 29 36 31 29 25 21 2 271 5.3
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1996 Statistical Review

Final Fielding Statistics
C PO A E PCT DP PB SB CS

Jamie Coons 107 100 7 0 1.000 1 0 0 0
Bobby McDonald 24 21 3 0 1.000 1 0 7 0
Adam Miller 5 1 4 0 1.000 0 0 5 0
Louis Lowe 73 62 9 2 .973 0 2 17 4
David Robinson 66 61 3 2 .970 1 0 0 0
Tom Valdez 253 211 33 9 .964 2 14 39 19
Paul Bagley 421 384 219 16 .962 29 0 0 0
Darren Bush 163 142 14 7 .957 1 5 16 4
Shane Shook 23 4 18 1 .957 1 0 8 8
Jeff Barnett 43 18 23 2 .953 2 0 0 0
Scotty Layfield 62 45 14 3 .952 4 0 2 2
Joyous LaRosa 140 40 92 8 .943 12 0 0 0
Mike Hall 14 3 10 1 .929 0 0 15 2
Tony Roy 72 27 39 6 .917 8 0 0 0
Gary Fassl 10 3 6 1 .900 0 0 3 0
Mark Watson 10 1 8 1 .900 0 0 11 3
Kenny Edwards 29 24 2 3 .897 0 0 0 0
Jeff Roesler 131 33 82 16 .878 3 0 0 0
Franky Carrasquillo 219 69 123 27 .877 26 0 0 0
Tom Disney 13 5 6 2 .846 0 0 8 4
Albert Sagnella 60 18 32 10 .833 6 0 0 0
Greg Denly 18 3 12 3 .833 0 0 12 6
Rick Hagen 7 0 4 3 .571 0 0 2 2

vsu 1963 1275 565 123 .937 37 21 75 27
Opponents 1858 1259 505 94 .949 33 6 114 44

Good Home Cooking!

Bynum’s Diner
Open 6am til 3pm
2175 N. Ashley in Valdosta 

2 4 7 -6 2 6 3
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Game Summary (All Games)
Record: W-29 L-22 (H: 19-10 A: 10-12) Gulf South: 11-9
Date Opponent Score R H E R H E W L Pitcher Att
2/17 Rollins 8-0 8-8-1 0-4-3 1 0 Shook 1-0 368
2/18 Rollins 6-0 6-9-2 0-5-1 2 0 Disney 1 0 273
2/20 at St. Leo 7-12 7-7-1 12-12-1 2 1 Watson 0-1 50
2/21 Brewton-Parker 8-9 8-14-4 9-15-0 2 2 Hagen 0-1 238
2/24 at Florida Southern 3-4 3-7-2 4-12-2 2 3 Fassl 0-1 530
2/25 at Eckerd 3-4 3-8-2 4-9-2 2 4 Denly 0-1 300
2/27 Albany State 5-2 5-9-7 2-9-4 3 4 Hagen 1-1 234
2/29 at Georgia Southwestern 26-0 26-28-1 0-5-2 4 4 Denly 1-1 100
3/1 West Florida 6-2 6-10-2 2-4-0 5 4 Watson 1-1 87
3/2 SIU Edwardsville 4-1 4-8-0 1-7-4 6 4 Disney 2-0 373
3/3 Tampa 0-6 0-7-5 6-14-1 6 5 Shook 1-1 427
3/5 at Columbus 4-7 4-7-4 7-10-1 6 6 Denly 1-2 80
3/9 Lincoln Memorial* 5-1 5-7-0 1-6-1 7 6 Shook 2-1 123
3/9 Lincoln Memorial* 3-11 3-4-2 11-8-2 7 7 Disney 2-1 168
3/10 Lincoln Memorial* 12-5 12-8-1 5-10-3 8 7 Watson 2 1 104
3/10 Bellarmine 5-12 5-8-3 12-11-2 8 8 Hagen 1-2 100
3/12 at Thomas College 16-5 16-17-4 5-7-2 9 8 Denly 2-2 50
3/13 Georgia Southwestern 9-5 9-18-1 5-6-1 10 8 Hall 1-0 185
3/16 at North Alabama* 1-18 1-2-6 18-16-2 10 9 Shook 2-2 300
3/16 at North Alabama* 4-2 4-8-1 2-11-0 11 9 Watson 3-1 300
3/17 at North Alabama* 3-4 3-8-1 4-6 1 11 10 Disney 2-2 300
3/22 at Brewton-Parker 5-8 5-13-3 8-11-0 12 11 McDonald 0 1 100
3/23 West Georgia* 4-0 4-7-2 0-5-4 13 11 Shook 3-2 238
3/23 West Georgia* 6-5 6-10-2 5-11-0 14 11 Watson 4 1 235
3/24 West Georgia* 9-3 9-15-1 3-9-3 15 11 Denly 3-2 272
3/28 Florida A&M 7-12 7-8-3 12-14-3 15 12 Hall 1-1 218
3/30 at Alabama-Huntsville* 6-9 6-11-3 9-10-2 15 13 Shook 3-3 100
3/30 at Alabama-Huntsville* 3-6 3-6-2 6-10 3 15 14 Watson 4-2 100
4/5 West Florida* 7-6 7-9-1 6-13-0 16 14 Hagen 3 2 227
4/5 West Florida* 8-11 8-9-6 11-13-7 16 15 Hall 1-2 289
4/6 West Florida* 6-5 6-10-2 5-12-0 17 15 Denly 4-2 101
4/8 St. Leo 3-2 3-10-2 2-6-4 18 15 Watson 5-2 143
4/9 Columbus 3-6 3-4-2 6-11-2 18 16 McDonald 0-2 191
4/10 at Georgia College 7-5 7-11-2 5-12-3 19 16 Layfield 1-0 46
4/13 at Montevallo* 4-5 4-5-0 5-8-1 19 17 Shook 3-4 100
4/13 at Montevallo* 2-4 2-6-0 4-8-1 19 18 Denly 4-3 100
4/14 at Montevallo* 5-7 5-8-3 7-7 1 19 19 McDonald 0-3 100
4/16 at Albany State 8-2 8-15-3 2-7-3 20 19 Miller 1-0 50
4/18 at Armstrong State 8-3 8-17-4 3-10-3 21 19 McDonald 1-3 100
4/20 at West Alabama* 4-0 4-8-0 0-1-4 21 19 Watson 6-2 200
4/20 at West Alabama* 7-5 7-8-3 5-9-3 23 29 Hagen 4 2 200
4/21 at West Alabama* 5-4 5-15-0 4-7-1 24 19 Denly 5-3 300
4/30 Armstrong State 7-11 7-10-3 11-19-1 24 20 Hagen 4-3 284
5/3 Georgia College 1-3 1-5-2 3-4-2 24 21 Denly 5-4 146
5/4 Augusta 8-2 8-10-5 2-7-1 25 21 Shook 4-4 123
5/5 Augusta 12-2 12-13-5 2-9-1 26 21 Layfield 2 0 184
5/6 Thomas College 12-7 12-16-6 7-11-0 27 21 Denly 6-4 143
5/8 Tampa 7-16 7-14-3 16-12-1 27 22 McDonald 1 4 111
5/11 at North Florida 7-3 7-16-2 3-9-0 28 22 Denly 7-4 200
5/12 North Florida 5-1 5-11-1 1-8-2 29 22 Fassl 1-1 235
* Gulf South Conference games

Sur g ica l  Associat es of  Va l do st a , P. C.
Ja me s  W. Ma t h is , M.D., F.A.C.S.

W. Ha r v e y  M il l e r , M.D., F.A.C.S.
Da l l a s  M M il l e r , M.D., F.A.C.S.

Oak Center II, Bldg. F / 2704 North Oak S treet / Valdosta, GA 31602 
Telephone (912) 242-4996 

Fax (912) 242-0898
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Blazer Baseball History

Coaches’ Records
Walter Cottingham, 12-25, .324; Gary Colson, 10-11, .476; Billy Grant, 93-83, .528; Tommy Thomas, 973-559, .635.

Year W-L Coach Year W-L

1955........ ........6 - 5 ....................... ..................Cottingham 1977........ ____47-16. .
1956 . . . . ........2 - 8 ...................... ..................Cottingham 1978........ . . . . 39-20 .
1957 . . . . ........2 - 7 ........................ .................. Cottingham 1979........ . . . . 47-14 .
1958........ ........2 - 5 ....................... .................. Cottingham 1980........ ____45-11. .
1959........ . . . .  10-11.................... .......................... Colson 1981........ ____39-19. .
1960 . . . . ........15-5...................... ............................ Grant 1982........ . . . .  4 9 - 2 2 ..
1961 . . . . ........ 8-15.................... ............................ Grant 1983........ ____ 45-14..
1962 . . . . ........9 - 9 ...................... ............................ Grant 1984........ . . . . 33-23. .
1963........ ........4-8....................... .......................... Grant 1985........ ____47-21. .
1964........ . . . .  10-10.................. ............................ Grant 1986........ ____ 43-17 .
1965........ ____18-11.................... ............................ Grant 1987........ . . . .  3 4 - 2 0 .
1966 . . . . ........15-9...................... ............................ Grant 1988........ ____ 26-26 .
1967........ . . . .  14-16.................. ............................ Grant 1989........ . . . . 22-31. .
1968 . . . . ........15-9...................... ........................ Thomas 1990........ . . . .  18-31..
1969........ . . . .  27-10.................... ........................ Thomas 1991........ . . . . 21-23. .
1970........ ____25-16....................... ........................ Thomas 1992 . . . . ____ 29-25. .
1971........ ____24-18...................... ........................ Thomas 1993........ . . . . 30-20 .
1972........ . . . .  28-15.................... ........................ Thomas 1994 ____ ____ 25-25. .
1973........ . . . .  43-14.................... ........................ Thomas 1995........ ____41-22 .
1974........ . . . .  38-13.................... ........................ Thomas 1996........ . . . . 29-22. .
1975........ ____36-17...................... ........................ Thomas TOTALS 1088-678
1976........ ____ 28-25.................... ........................ Thomas

Coach

ABSOLUTELY
ASTRO!

ASTRO
EXTERMINATING

Termite and Pest Control 
Since 1969

Call us today - 244-6862

R&R PublicationInc.

SAVER
Supports Coach Thomas 

And The VSU Blazers 
In Their Quest To Win 

The Gulf South Conference!
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Individual in a Game
Most ABs.............................................................7, 14 players tied
Most Runs...................5, Steve Crawford, '68, DeMersseman, 77

June Munford, '83, Mike White, '85
Most Hits.......................................................... 6, Mike Jones, '85
Most 2 B s ............................... 3, Sam Bowen, 74, Seo Torres, '80

June Munford, '83, Mike Cassala, '88, Darrien Teals, '88
Tom White, '91

Most 3Bs...............................................................2, 9 players tied
Most H R s .......................................................... 3, Gene Felts, 72
Most HRs: Inning.....................2, Billy Tyler, 76, SalAmadeo, 78
Most TBs.......................................................... 13, Gene Felts, 72
Most RBIs.......................................................... 9, Rob Busch, '85
Most S B s...................................................... 6, Claude Speck, '67
Most Put Outs............................................20, Kevin Spooner, '85
Most Assists................................................10, John Gordon, '86
Most Errors...........................................................4, 5 players tied
Most I P ..................................................15, Danny Chadwick, 73
Most Ks............................................................ 18, Kelly Scott, '80
Perfect G am e...................................................... Leroy Purdy, 70
No Hitters...........................Eddie Fisher, '69, Steve Sorgious, 70

Dan Darden, 74, Dwayne Cushman, '94

Individual in a Season
Best B.A.................................................... 433, Chuck Devane, '83
Best Slugging % ......................................839, Cecil Whitehead, 78
MostAB...........................................................271, Mike Jones, '85
Most Runs.................................................. 96, Andy Anthony, '85
Most Hits.........................................................114, Mike Jones, '85
Most 2B s...........................................................23, JoJo Blaha, '86
Most 3 B s ........................................................ 8, Dan Darden, 75
Most H R s................................................22, Cecil Whitehead, 78
Most Consecutive H its ........................................9, Rob Bush, '85
Longest Hitting Streak................................. 25, Rusty Brown, '90
Most Extra Base Hits. . . .  39, JoJo Blaha, '86, Kevin Spooner, '85
Most Total Bases............................................ 166, Mike Jones, '85
Most R B Is .........................................................76, JoJo Blaha, '85
Most BBs (drawn)................................... 91, Richie Johnson, '82
Most SB s........................................................ 46, Mike White, '85
Most Appearances..............................................25, Mike Lee, '92
Most IP ...................................................... 127.1, Jeff Agerter, '83
Most Consecutive Shutout Innings.............28.2, Jimmy Wall, 77
Most K s .................................................... 112, Biyan Shover, '93
Most Ks per 9 innings................................. 12.7, Sam Bowen, 73
Most W ins...................................................... 13, Jeff Agerter, '82
Most Decisions................................................ 17, Jeff Agerter, '82
Most Saves..................................................... 8, Chuck Beale, 77
Best ERA...................................................... 0.78, Mike Perry, '64
Most Shutouts...................................................... 3, 9 players tied

Individual in a  Career
Best B.A................................................. 390, John Gordon, '86-87
Best Slugging % ............................... 643, Cecil Whitehead, 76-78
Most ABs.................................................. 751, Craig Viers, 75-78
Most Runs..............................................183, SalAmadeo, 77-79
Most H its ................................................  248, JoJo Blaha, '84-87
Most 2Bs...................................................52, JoJo Blaha, '84-87
Most 3Bs.....................18, Gene Felts, 71-74, Craig Viers, 75-78
Most H R s .................................................. 43, JoJo Blaha, '84-87
Most TBs..................................................  445, JoJo Blaha, '84-87
Most RBIs................................................  209, JoJo Blaha, '84-87

Most SB s.......................
Most Appearances........
Most IP...........................
Most Ks.........................
Most Wins.....................
Best Winning Percentage
Most Saves...................
Best ERA.......................
Most Shutouts..............

...........................91, SalAmadeo, 77-79

...............................70, Ted West, '85-88

......................... 353, Jimmy Wall, 77-80
.......................261, Bryan Shover, '92-A
31, Bill Petty, 74-77, Jimmy Wall, 77-80
...........................950, Kelly Scott, 79-80
.........................11, Chuck Beale, 76-77
.....................1.48, Eddie Fisher, '66-69

................................. 7, Bill Petty, 74-77

Team in a Game
Most Runs....................................... 26 vs. GA Southwestern, '96
Most Runs: Inning...........................13 vs. Jacksonville State, 79

Fort Valley State, '85
Most Hits................................................30 vs. Shippensburg, '85
Most RB Is.............................................................. 20 vs. 6 teams
Most 2 B s ........ 8 vs. Columbus, '83, Wofford, '91, Columbus, '91
Most 3Bs...................4 vs. Oglethorpe, '65, Ouachita Baptist, 70

Fort Valley State, '83
Most HRs............................................................ 6 vs. Eckerd, '85
Most Runs Aga inst.........................28 vs. Jacksonville State, '90
Most Runs: Both Teams...........................39 vs. UNA (18-21), '95
Most Extra Base Hits................................... 11 vs. Columbus, '83
Most TB s............................................39 vs. Fort Valley State, '83
Most Errors.........................................9 vs. Florida Southern, '89
Most SB s............................................13 vs. Armstrong State, '68
Most DPs.................................................... 5 vs. New Orleans, 74
Most Innings........................................17 vs. David Lipscomb, '68

Team in a Season
Most Games.......................................................................71, 1982
Most W in s .......................................................................  49, 1982
Most Consecutive W in s ..................................................  22, 1983
Best Winning Percentage................................... 804 (45-11), 1980
Most Losses..........................................................  31, 1989, 1990
Best Batting Average.......................................................343, 1985
Worst Batting Average....................................................216, 1957
Best Slugging Percentage.................................................566, 1985
Most A B s ............................................................  2261, 1985
Most Runs.....................................................................  620, 1985
Most Runs Per Game........................................................9.8, 1986
Most Times Shut Out..........................................................8, 1976
Fewest Runs Allowed Per Game....................................... 2.3, 1960
Most H its.......................................................................  776, 1985
Most 2 B s .......................................................................  144, 1985
Most 3B s ...........................................................................31, 1985
Most HRs.........................................................................  99, 1985
Most Extra Base H its ....................................................  274, 1985
Most Total B ases......................................................... 1279, 1985
Most R B Is .....................................................................  545, 1985
Most Stolen Bases........................................................  179, 1985
Most Double Plays........................................................... 67, 1985
Best Fielding Percentage.................................................964, 1965
Most Innings Pitched..................................................  577.1, 1982
Most Strikeouts............................................................. 488, 1995
Most W a lk s ...................................................................  404, 1981
Best ERA.......................................................................  1.45, 1964
Worst ERA.....................................................................  7.36, 1990
Most Shutouts...................................................................12, 1973
Most Consecutive Shutouts............................................... 4, 1971
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Alabama-Huntsville.. . . . . . . . . .
Albany State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Armstrong State.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-2

.... . . . . . . . 36-5

.. . . . . . . . . 54-23
Ashland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-1
Auburn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1
Auburn-Montgomery..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1
Augusta. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34-11
Austin Peay State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1

Ball State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-0
Bellarmine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Belmont Abbey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-2
Berry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23-6
Birmingham Southern... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-2
Bloomsburg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Bowling Green State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-4
Brewton-Parker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18-12

California. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Cal Poly-Pomona.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-2
California (P A ). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
CSU-Northridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-2
Campbellsville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
Central Arkansas.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1
Central Florida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-4
Central Missouri St. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Charleston. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43-3
Cincinnati. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Citadel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
Clemson.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-13
Columbus State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58-48

David Lipscomb. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-9
Delta State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-3
DePauw. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16-1
Duke. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0

East Stroudsburg.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
East Connecticut St.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Eastern Illinois. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Eastern Kentucky. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-0
Eastern Michigan..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-0
Eckerd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11-11
Edward Waters. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1
Emory. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Erskinel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-11
Evansville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Flagler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16-6
Florida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-14
Florida A& M .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22-10
Florida International. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-3
Florida Southern.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-34
Florida State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-23
Fort Valley State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16-0
Furman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1

Georgetown.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-0
Georgia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-4

Georgia College & State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18-7
Georgia Southern. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15-25
Georgia Southwestern St. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39-11
Georgia State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-2
Georgia Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-1
Grand Canyon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0

High Point. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1
Hope (M l). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-0
Howard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1

Illinois Benedictine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31-3

Jacksonville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22-26
Jacksonville State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14-28

Kennesaw State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12-6
Kentucky. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0

Lake Forest ( IL ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-0
Lamar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-2
Lewis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-5
Liberty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Lincoln Memoria. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17-7
Longwood. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2-2
Louisville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1
Lynn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0

Macalester. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
Malone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-0
Maine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Mansfield. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1
Marion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-0
Mercer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24-19
Mercer-Atlanta. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-1
Miami (Ohio). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-2
Milligan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-1
Millikin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1
Mississippi College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9-3
Missouri-St. Louis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1
Montevallo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-3
Newberry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-0

Pembroke State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-3
Phillips. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Piedmont. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25-11
Purdue-Calumet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0

Quincy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-0

Rollins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-2
Rose-Hulman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22-0

St. Francis (IL ). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-3
St. Leo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18-12
St. Louis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
St. Mary's (MN). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-0
St. Thomas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1
St. Xavier. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23-6

Shippensburg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-1
Shorter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19-2
SIU Edwardsville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-2
Slippery Rock. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
South Florida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2-2
SE Missouri State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
Southern Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16-1
Stanford. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Stetson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-7

Tampa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-14
Taylor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Tennessee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-0
Tennessee Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-2
Thomas College. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-1
Trinity (IL ). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-0
Troy State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19-34

UC-Riverside. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0-2
USF-St. Petersburg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-0
UT Martin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
UWis-Parkside. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1

Vanderbilt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-5

New Haven. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-3
New Orleans. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Norfolk State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-0
North Alabama.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15-15
North Central (IL ). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1
North Florida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-12
North Georgia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-11
Northwestern. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1

Oglethorpe. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   11-7
Ohio. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-1
Oral Roberts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Oregon State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Otterbein. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-1
Ouachita Baptist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1

Wake Forest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Washington (M O ). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Washington & Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
West Alabama. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10-8
West Chester. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1
Westfield State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-3
West Florida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-3
West Georgia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59-30
West Liberty State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
West Virginia.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-0
Western Carolina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-0
Western Kentucky. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-2
Westmar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-0
William Carey.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0-1
Wofford. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-0
Wright State. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1
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Kneeling, L - R: Angela Cook, Cami Kegley, Aimee Phillips, Kerry Jarvis, and Rhonda Wise 
Standing, L-R: Michele VanValkenburg, Jessica Wood, Molly Gainey, Allison Twiss, and Becky Rankin.

Not pictured; Leilani Struzick.

Good Luck. Blazers!

. W e Do Chicken Right.
After the game, visit the Colonel and try our 

Colonel's Crispy Strips

BARREL • SNACK • BOX • BUCKET
VALDOSTA • NASHVILLE • WAYCROSS
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Hundreds W elcome to
of MVPs NationsBank.

Awarded Welcome to innovative services, banking convenience, 
and a commitment to the development of Valdosta ...

Daily.
{Call 1-800-GA-LUCKY for the nearest Lottery Retailer.}

That's NationsBank.

NationsBank"
T h e  P o w e r  T o M a k e  a  D iffe re n c e .

G E O R G I A
L O T T E R Y M e m b e r  F D I C .  ©  1 9 9 2  N a t io n s B a n k  C o r p o r a t io n .  N a t io n s B a n k  o f  G e o r g ia ,  N .A .

Tommy
inc.

PONTIAC •  CADILLAC •  NISSAN

"BuitdihgjA Tradition/ /

505 North Ashley Street • Valdosta, GA 
Phone 242-7325
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