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2, Sunday Florida Sonthern............. Valdosta . . .2 pm
4, Toesday Abany Stote . ... .iciiainiiann.. Albany. ... 3pm
5. Wodnesday Thomas ColleA® ..o vvevrens Thomaswille. . . . 5 pm
8. Saturday Lincoln Memorial* $2) . . ..... Harvogate. TN . .. Noon
9, Sunday Linculn Memxwial*. . ........ Harrogate, TN. ... 1 pm
11, Toesday Geargia Southwestern Stale. . ... .. Americus. ... 3 pm
12, Wednesday Kemtueky Wesleyan. .. ........ Valdosta ... 8 pm
15, Gaturday North AlbAma® (2) +vvvvvvevrs Valosta ... 1 pm
16, Bunday Noeth Alabama®. . e ieiaeiee. Valdoota ... 2 pm
21, Fnday Kemnemaw State .............. Kemnesaw. . . . 6 pm
22, Saturday West Genrplo® (2 .. ... ... Carmliton. ... | pm
23, Sunday West Geongla®  ...0vv00s Carroliton. ., . 1 pm
ﬁm m..n“ll'll.lllll'llvml.le”
28, Friday Alnbama-Hluntsville® ..... seesValdosta... 7pm
20, Saturday Albama-Huntsville* (9). ....... Valdosta ... 1pm
Radio

Valdosta State has a booth reserved in the press box for the official
broadcast team of the opponent for each game. ermisslion and
credentials should be obtained in advance from Steve Roberts. Gulf
South Conference opponents are provided the phane line at no
charge. Others arc charged a §50 fee. The visiting radio number will
be given an request.

Press Box Phone Number

The phone number at Billy Grant Field §s 245-3864.

Photo Credits

Special thanks goes to Bill Malone, graphic artist at Colson Printing
Company and a Valdosta State alhumnus, who took the cover and
player and coaches profile photos, and to Valdosta Dadly Times
photographer Mike Tanner for the action photos appearing in the
1997 yearbook.

The new Valdosta Seate hasehall flekdhouse and office complex is the sise of this year's cover photo.

a' mm LR BN N ] L] .
24.27 Thu Sun Gulf South Conference Tourmmment.. . .. .. ...........
Site of Fastern Diviston Winner............... TOA
29. Tucoday Atlantic State ...... Valdosta . . . 6 pm
30, Wednenday Geongia Colloge anxd State ... ., billledgvilie, . . . 6pm
1, Thursday Georgla Southwestern State . ... Valdosta...Spm
2. Fridey Georgla College and State . . . ... Valdosta...Spm
3, Saturday FUTUTETL RS 2 T Augusta. . . . 6pm
4, Sunday AumstaStale .. ..ooiiaiiiiian Augrda, ... pat
&m &m-l‘il-hh “n . llm.ll.n
* Gult South Conference ganes ALLTIMPS LOFAL

31 Home Qaoocs. 22 Avay Games. 8 Doutileheaders
Bvcakulown of Gaainsc 2 NCAA L 45 NCAN [, 6 AL

Media Memo

The working media is condially
welcomexd lo Billy Granl Field as guests
of the alhlefic: department. Sporls
Informialion Director Steve Roberls can
be contacled al [912) 333-5890 (affice} o
(912) 244-6560 (hame). Olher baseball
ovonlacls are Head Coach Tommy
Thomas and lop assistant Pete Meyer.
The office number is 333-5480, and both
can be reached in the mornings. Hooe
nunbers an: 245-0308 (Thamas) and
244 5962.

The 1997 Blazers will, as many teamss, have as their ultimate goal a
berth in the Division [ Would Series, which will be held at IPatcrson
Field in Montgamery, Ala. The Blazers won the 1979 natlonal
championship amxl have made seven other appearances In the
nalional tournament, including a third place finish two years ago.
Vakdosta State again will be the host achool for this year's national
toumey, but that does not give the Blazers an automatic bid.
Information on this year's team, the coaches and statistics and
records can be found In this yearbook.

Steve Roberts, SID

Constraction on the first phase of a $900,000

building and renovation project at the Billy Grant Fleld complex began in ke December, and completion of the fieldhoase and conected indoor

practice factity Is projecsed for lae Apeil. The total

project wilinclude new lighting,

a new pressbox and cxtensive renovation of the

Seating area. Plctured are YSU head coach Tomsmy Thomas, beginning his 30¢h scason, and assistant Pete Mcyer.

Valdosia Stale Bascball 1067



Athletic Statf
Athletic THrector. . ... ....cvvvuvens ++ +» Herb Reinhard
Secretary :
Faculty Athletic nr;wmtame

Sports Information Divector
Graduate Assistant SID. . .............Julie Lapomarda '

Shannon Jernigan

Stude Kenny Yanzetich:
Student Tratners . . . Brian Roes, Sandy Britt, Joel Enbanks
Emily Buchanan, Rochelle Bailey

Greg Mellvain, Bill Postel

Valdosta State Basehall 1907 1



Valdosta State seeks significant
Improvement over last year's 20-22
record as well as a return to the
recently expanded Gulf South
Conference tournament field which the
Blazers missed in 1996. To that end,
VSU will count on an improved pitching
staff to carry the club, especially early
in the season.

"Qur starting pitching should be
better, and we should have more
quality pitching depth,” head coach
Tommy Thomas, the dean of GSC
coaches who begins his 30th season
this spring, said. “"At the same time,
T'm concemed about our consistency
offcnsively. We didn't hit the ball with
authority in the fall, but | hope at least
part of that was due to better pitching.”

The national polisters, who mainly
basc prescason ranking on past
performance, have picked the Blazers
24th, a ranking Thomas belicves 1s
much morc realistic than the No. 3
ranking put on his club in 1996. "We
were highly ranked last year primartly
on the basis of our third place finish in
the national tournament n 1995
the fact we had a lot of offcnstve
weapons retumning,” Thomas sald. "We
have many more question marks
coming into this scason.

“The pall is nice for the fans to talk
about, but it is relatively unimpartant
cspecially early in the year. Obviously,
we must perform on the ticld against a
very challenging schedule. If we have
some success, the poll will take care of
itself.”

Thomas knows it will take a complete
package to take on the powers of the
South. South Atlantic and South
Central reglons which dot the 1997
schedule. Valdosta State is again
situated in the South Central, which
houses all 16 Gulf South Conference
schools. VSU and the seven ather
castern division members, North
Alabama, West Georgla, Lincoln
Memorial, West Alabama, West Florida,
Alabama-Huntsville and Montevallo,
will play a three-game serics in the
regular season. The top three teams
will advance to a six-team double

2 Vilileotn Stalw Basadedl 1997

elimination tournament with the three
best from the west. The east winner
will hast the four-day toumey the
weekend of Aprit 24. The tournament
has been expanded from four to six
teams.

To face the challenge, Thomas will
send out an almost new cast of
everyday players consisting of junior
and senior college transfers as well as a
couple of returmnees. What is expected
to be a much improved pitching staff
will be anchored by senior righthander
Greg Denly. who will be the comerstone
of an 11-man staff which features three
lefthanders.

*If the fall is any indication, I think
our pitching will be much improved.
Tm hopcful the staff will kecp us in ball
gamces and allow our offensc to
mature,” Thomas sakl. 'Tm going to be
very disappointed if we're not a very

compctitive club.”
PITCHING

Denly, who Thomas belleves is a pro
. retumns as the No. ] pitcher
after going 7-4 with an exceflent 2.95
ERA last season. The righthander
finished strong, winning three of his
last four starts, and struck out 78 in
79.1 innings.

Another senior retumee and a trio of
junior college transters are expected to
battle for the other top spats in the
starting rotation. Senior
Tom Disncy, whaose control problems
Hmited his cffectivencss last scason,
was vastly improved in the fall and
should make a bid for a top job. He
was 2-2 with a 3.50 ERA but walked 39
in only 54 innings a ycar ago.
Righthandcrs Isracl Barnes and Adam
Kichl and southpaw Chris Skinner, all
successful at the JC level, are in the
hunt for high spots in the rotation.

Two versatile returnces
from last year's club arc also high on
Thomas's list of pitching talent. Scotty
Layfield, who can play everyday at
cither inficld comer, allowed only one
camnced run in 16.2 innings. Bobby
McDonald, a Hkely starter at first base,
was a hard luck 1-4 in relief, but

opponents hit only .231 agamst him.
Both are righthanders.

Senior righthander Rick Hagen alsa
returms and could be a factor as a
starter and out of the bullpen after an
impressive fall. Sophomore lcfthander
Jarrett Bridges, the ace of Valdosta
High Schooal staffs in 1994 and 1995,
transferred from Georgla at the end of
fall quarter and could be a factor.

Freshmen righthandcrs Mark
Middicton and Jeff Gillis, junior lefty
Jeremy Merritt and rodshirt freshman
southpaw Ben Jackson round out the
staff. Gillis will double as a backup
inficlder, and Merritt will soc additional
action as a designated hitter and
rescrve first baseman.

Jackson misscd last scason
recovering from back surgery but is
fully recovered and could rapidly mave
up in the rotation.

CATCHING

The all-important catching position
will be handied by the two-man
committee of Mike McGurk and Aaron
Valdness, bath products of Lake City
CC. Thomas expects to platoon the
dua unless one gets particularly hot at
the plate. Both are solid receivers with
above average arms. “I'm very
comfortable with our catching
situation,” Thomas said. “Bath will do
a solid job behind the plate and
hopefully help us at the plate.”

INFIELD

Nobody retumns from 1996, but
Thomas believes recruiling has
praduced a solid group of starters at
the inner defense positions. McDonald
at first base is the lone retumnee Lo

likely crack the starting lineup. He hit
.318 as a freshman, playing some in

right field and filling the designated
htter role

At second base will be JC transfer
Jason Dorminy, who won the job in the
fall after hitting .325 at South Georgia
a year ago. Junior Jefl' Barnelt, an
excellent base runner who hit .308 in
limited duty last season, is a quality

Continued or pape 3



Jacksonville to take over at shoristop,

and he casily tived up to all

expectations during the fall. Girard

has great hands and a quick bat,
368 at FOCJ in "96.

PBrian Johnson, another Lransfer from
Georgtia, will complele his eligibility at
VSU and will take over al third base.
Adequate defensively, Johnson is
expected to hit in the middle of the
lincup and will be counted on Lo
produce runs. Layfield, who played
sparingly last season. will back up
Johnson and MeDonald.

Gillis at shorl and Merritl at firsl add
even more depth to the infield spots.

OUTFIELD
Jamie Coons, last year's mosl

produclive offensive player, retumns Lo

1997 Scouting Report

right field after leading the 1996 club in
hilting (.368), triples (5) home runs (7)
and RBI (51). Coons is Lhe Lotal
package and an obvious key (o VSU
SUCOLSS,

A couple of JC recruils will join
Couns in the Blazer oulfield at the starl
of Lhe season, Jenmaine Jordan, who
hil .350 at Svuth Georgia, brings
outslanding speed to cenler feld. Jim
Greer, a 445 hiller al Anne Arundel
CC in Marylarxl, will open the year in
ml

Senior David Robinson, a starter in
lel Jast year who hit .298 with six
home runs and 40 RBI, will miss the
first 22 games for academic reasons.
His relurn al Lhe end of winter quarter
will greatly help Lthe depth situation in
the vutfield.

DESIGNATED WITTER
The designated hitter role could be

_—
filled by committee. Layfield,
McDonald, Merritt, Johnson and
Robinson (when eligible) are all
probable al one time or anolher,

THE SCHEDIRE

The 53-game slate, which begins with
a two-game series al home against
Eckerd on February 15-16, is enhanced
by the eastern division conference
schedule, which features three teams
in the preseason Top 30. Alabama-
Huntsville is ranked fourth, Lincoln
Memorial is tabbed 13th. and North
Alabama is picked 14th,

Other Top 30 clubs on the skate
include No. 1 and defending national
champion Kennesaw State, No. 2
Tampa, No. 5 Columbus State, No. 6
Florida Southern, No. 17 St. Leo, No.
18 Lewis, No. 25 North Florida and No.

29 Georgla College and State.

Root, Root, Root
or the

Blazers!

Mitch and Megan Meyer

Vilirsta Stnte Bkl 1907 8
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PeaCh State Homes

P. O. Box 615 » Valkdosta, GA 31620 « Phone: (912) 896-7420

Go Blazers!

CAMPUS ACTIVITIES EDARD

BACKS THE BLAZERS?
Sran ity Sy hen G
HARRY B. ANDERSON gt
WESTERN AUTO IR TS WHAT e
T gy ¢ You Do :&‘5‘5&
% O . BICYCLE HEADQUARTERS B N T .
e = ) ) WATT(‘HIN(‘; r—
< 204 EAST CENTRAL AVENUE i HAT e
~ 4 DOWNTOWN VALDOSTA MATES ~ . iy
/o 242-5945 % K\ R i

l Independent
Insurance
Agent

Blanton & Griffin

INSURANCE AGENCY

908 N. Patterson St. - P. O. Box 1689
Valdosta, Georgia 31603
Telephone 247-6500
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TOMMY THOMAS, HEAD COAGH

mmm«msmeounund head coach of Vakiosta State's Blazer baseball leam.
by very few. lnzammms-umhm

In 1994 he became only the second
NCAA Division 1l coach to win 900 games, and his 973 wins are the most among active Division If

eight teams, inctuding the 1996 club,
the national championship. As a
and honors. Following the
national title year, he was named National Coach of the Year for NCAA Division [ by the American
Baseball Coaches Assoclation. On seven occasions he has been named regional coach of the year, once
in the NAIA Area V (1069} and five times in the NCAA South Atlantic region (1974, 1977, 1779, 1963

mmmmmm
an overall record of 973-559, a .635

coaches,

Twenty of his 20 teams have reached past-season play, and
bave made it to the national tournament with the 1979 team winn
resuit, Thomas has been the reciplent of numerous individual a

and 1985) and ance In the South Central (1995).
The 56-year-old Valdosta nattve received

single, camed the MST degree from Georgla Southem in 1967.

Thomas Milestones

FlrstWin ....coeeeeeeae... 7-6 vs. Davis Lipscomb1968
167 7 5-2 vs, David Lipscomb1968
S0WIn....covvvvirinnnnnnnnni, 7-0 vs. Shorter1970
SORTEDSS . . 2.0.0.0 « « +.a/s + s diele 5-3 vs. jacksonville1971
00thWin.................... 14-2 vs. Florida State1972
T00thLOSS. . e v vveeeenvaninnrnnss 11-3 vs. Florida1975
150thWin........oo00vvvnnnnnnas 2-1 vs, Columbus1973
I50thLOSS.....oovvvnvnnnnnnn 16-8 vs. West Georgial 977
200thWin..........c...ooounn..... 15-3 vs. Eckerd1974
200thLoSS........oeevvvrnnnnnans 3-0vs, Louisville1980
250thWin.........covvvvnnnnnnanas 3-1vs, Erskine1976
250thLoss..........o0nu0t 11-3 vs. Jacksonville State]1983
300AWIN . ....oonnmenmaanann.. 13-5 vs. Augustal977
J00thLOSS. ... ooeeeeeeianaananns 10-6 vs, Tampa1986
50thWin...ovveerennnnnaas 11-9 vs, Eastem Lllinois1978
NI - e 4-3 vs. Ammstrong State1988
400thwin.................... 1-0 vs. Rose Hulman1980
400thLOSS.....cvverrecnrrnnnnnnns 10-6 vs, Tampa1990
450thWin ...ovvvvvrrnnnnnanaas 13-4 vs, Charleston1981
450thLOSS . ..oovvvviniininiininnas 7-4 vs. Flagler1992
S00thWin................ 7-2 vs. Mlinois Benedictine1982
500thLoss................. §-3 vs, Jacksonville State1994
SSOthWin....ovvvisnnnirnnnnnnns 11-5 vs. Augusta1983
550thloss ...0vvvuiinnins 9.6 vs, Alabama Huntsville1996
600thWin ............. 807 vs. Georgla Southwestern1984
O6SOthWiIn .....covvveviinnnnnns 12-6 vs, Mercer1985
TOOhWIn.......0oovvnvvnnens 5-2 vs. Georgia College1987
750thwin..... ciriinesaas 12-11 vs. Amstrong Stare1988
800thwin.................. 7-0 vs. Kennesaw State1991
BSOthWIn.....ocoeveeiiannntn, 5-2 vs, Augusta1993
W0thWin......ooovvvvvnnnnnn 9-5 vs, Albany State1994
950thWin .......ccouuuuu 4-1 vs. SIU Edwardsville1996

BS degree from Valdosta State, where he was a four-year
letterman in baseball from 1959-62, ending his career with a .316 batting average. Thomas, who is

[)

Division ll's Winningest Coaches -
1 ‘Thomas, Valdosta State ......... .+ [ 973
2. Frank Vieira, NewHaven ............... 34......... 881
3. Jack Smitheran, UC Riverside . .......... 27 854
4. Gary Grob, Winona State ................ 20......... 807
5. JackRose,Dentver .........co0vvivnnan 36 771
6. nshO lewls ... 18 4
7 5‘2:1 Ucmsan ............ ag ......... g
8 Roberts. Armstrong State............ 1

9. Bill Aker. Northem Kentucky ............ 28 . 715
10. Ron Davies, Adelpht .. .................82 ........ 601

Partners with Athletics for a Winning Season!

Shop with the Valdosta State University
Bookstore at Two Convenient Locations...

The Main Store

Located in the University Union Building
Books and Supplies; Cards, Gifts Stationbary; Fraternity and
Sorority Items; Emblematic Goods, Including Clothing;
Computer Hardware & Software at Great Prices

Blazer Shop & Computer Niche

in the University Center

Located in the University Union Building
Blg, new Store Specializing in Clothing and Blazer Souvenirs;
Beautiful Shop with Cards, Balloons, & Exciting Glfts;
The Computer Niche offering Educational Prices on
Computer Software and Hardware

Valdosta State University Stores
“HOT SPOTS TO SHOP”

University Union Building & University Center
(912) 333-5666

Valdoets State Baenkuall 1697 8



% Pioneer

— PAPER AND PLASTICS, INC.
VALDOSTA - JACKSONVILLE - ST. AUGUSTINE

SERVING BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

@’ 100 Avenue B
Valdosta
o 912-247-6420
Good Luck, VSU Blazers South Geor g‘i a

Travel, Ine.

JC Penney 1300 Baytree Road - Valdosta

Valdosta Mall

Store Catalog

912-244-4150 1-800-222-6161

244-2324
No Charge for Our Services
Salon

244-1354 Member = American Soclety of Travel Agents

O

Y

T=d

INCORPORATED

Compliments of

1 ! INGRAM PARRIS GROUP

ARCIHITECTS & PLANNERS

2722 NORTH OAK STREET
VALDOSTA, GA 31602
PHONE: 242-3557

Bunn Em Blagerns!

Reames & Son Construction Company

B Valdssia State Buschell 1907

1302 Cypress Street « P. O. Box 546

Valdosta, Georgia 31603
(912) 244-9286



Pete

Pete Meyer, who was Thomas's graduate *
asslstant for two seasons while working on his
master of education degree, always hoped he
could again be a part of the Blazer baseball
program. His wish came true in the summer of
1993 when former assistant Bart Shuman
stepped down, opening the door for the energetic
Meyer to return to Valdosta State. He begins his
fourth season as Blazer baseball's top assistant
and chief recruiter.

Meyer. a native of Greencastle, Ind., and the
son of DePauw University baseball coach Ed
Meyer. spent three years as head baseball coach |
at Oglethorpe Undversity tn Atlanta. He went to Oglethorpe to help reinstate a
baseball program which had been dormant for 15 years anxd compiled a two-
year record of 39-30. including a perfect 16-0 conference record.

His two teams won the eastern division of the Southem Collegiate Athletic
Canference, and he coached 10 all-conference players, three all region players,
two academic all-south players and one pitcher of the year in the SCAC.

Meyer was a four-sport athlete at Greencastle High School. eaming 10 varsity
letters. He was an all-conference prep baseball player and continued his
baseball career at College of Wooster where he was a four year letterman and
three-time all-conference selection. Three of the teams (1983-87) participated
In the NCAA Diviston Il national playoffs,

Meyer 1s married, and he and his wife Cindy. a certtfied public accountant
who Is the manager of accounting and budgets in VSU's Office of Business and
Finance, have two children, Mitch, 6 1/2, and Megan. 5.

year starting catcher for |
Valdosta State's 1994 and
1995 clubs, begins his first |
year as a graduate assistant |
for the Blazer baseball )
program. The 23-year-old |
Live Oak, Fla., native worked
as a student assistant last
season while

completing work |
unlusmdugmduntedeytemhealthmdphmu]
education.

Jernigan eamed all-conference honors his junior
season, hitting .267 and helping the Blazers qualdly for
the conference tournament. His senior season. he
commaned a solid pitching staffl which turned in an
excellent 3.43 ERA as the Blazers won their first Gulf
South Conference championship. That team also won
the South Central Reglonal and returned to the
Division 11 World Series for the first time since 1985,
finishing third,

‘This season Jemnigan will work primarily with VSU
pitchers and catchers and will also do some scouting,
He s working toward a master of education degree in
the feld of health and physical education.

Baseball Support Staff

Valdosta State Baseball 1997 7




Blazer Baseball

The Park Avenue Bank

«Five Paints / 3102 N. Oak St. Ext. /1 242-7788
* Downlown 7 124 W. Hill Ave. / 242-1863
* Francis lake / Francis Lake Shopping Center / 559-7057

WYZK 96.7 FM

TURNEES,,

A 3385 North Valdosta Road
oy

Valdosta, Georgia 31602
Phone (912) 247-2455

Jim Hinton Oil Co. of GA Jim Hinton Oil Co. of GA
proudly supplies quality proudly supplies guality
A
CITGO
Gasoline - Diesel - Lubricants Gasoline « Diesel « Lubricants
912-242-1800 912-242-1800

609 West Hill Ave. Valdosta

609 West Hill Ave. Valdosta

Jim Hinton Oil Co. of GA
proudly supplies quality

A
NIY
TEXACO

Gasoline « Diesel « Lubricants

912-242-1800
600 West Hill Ave. Valdosta

8 Valdosen State Busedsl) 1997

Jim Hinton Oil Co. of GA
proudly supports

Blazer
Baseball
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AvronValdness. . ... .....c.ciimimiciiciiaiiaianians C
BrianJohnsam ......c.ccieeieiiniiatanianiancansn an
JermaineJardan ... ... ciiiieiieiieiieiieienna. CF
(L T T R A SR P/DH
GregDenly.....c.cciciimianiataaiiciicienianianga
David RobInson. . . ... cocvvciemianiariacianecranens F
Mwlﬁm .................................. F/P
BSTREI BAETIES < . e v veeemeamemennnnmnsmnamennnnnnn P
o L RS R RS L o o e P
Lo 7 T R R T o P
B JatkN - - . oo <omimeaiae e a e syataesary P
Bl MoK - - Jo it c i e se s msarias s e aiainls C
L b o e = o P
Mark Middleton. . ... .c.ccimieiiciieiiaiiciiiianaans P
Tommy Thomas, head coach

Pele Meyer, assistant coach

Shannon graduate assistant

Kenny Y: , student assistant

Mark ). Eanes, M.D.
2310 N. Patterson Street in Valdosta
912-247-2020

WAL*MART

ALWAYS THE
LOW PRICES ON
BRANDS YOU TRUST
ALWAYS.

281 NEWLY RENOVATED ROOMS

STAY WITH
SOMEONE YOU
KNOW...

Business or pleasure, there is only one place to be
... The Holiday Inn of Valdosta. The staff is
ready and waiting to serve you. Whether you stop

INCLUDING by for dinner, or to stay the weekend, The
R s Holiday Inn will treat you like royalty ... so stay
YMCA PRIVILEGES with someone you know.
COMPLIMENTARY VAN SERVICE X
LAUNDRY FACILITTES
GAMEROOM HOl]day Inn
BANQUET / MEETING
il 1309 St. Augustine Road
4 SUITES INCLUDING Valdosta, Georgia 31601
BRIDAL, EXECUTIVE 912-242-3881 / 912-244-6272
& FAMILY SUITES
g iy 1-75 at Exit 5
YValdosta State Dascball m‘;



d‘\

{PESRE
.,I-b

i |
3
i

L 11t 505 N. Ashiey In Valdosta / (912) 242-5377
CO NCR E'E
BRICK-BLOC— —

g | OIEARS

242-1170
Blazer Boosters
since 1965

SEA/QS IN VALDOSTA MALL

Go Blazers!

SOUTHERN OB-GYN ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Thomas H. Moseley, Jr., M.D.  Bolan P. Woodward, M.D.
Frank Q. Smith, M.D.

Roy E. Swindle, M.D.
Alex M. Culbreth, lll, M.D.

2841 North Patterson Street
Valdosta, Georgla 31602

10 Valdosts State Bastkel 1097



Name No.

Israel Barnes Koo A 0 ool o aonro o dadt P
Jefl Barnett R~ o oo 2B
Jarrett Bridges v R e T TP C 000 P
Jamie Coons P e OO0 O C o o 0 0000 o RF
Greg Denly o WO R |, TN P
Tom Disney L Ay T R et P
Jason Dorminy i 50 ddBoocacSe 5080600600 2B
Jefl Gillis R T T EREL Tt s oo P/SS
Charan Girard e T T ST B 0. S SS
Jim Greer 19T, N e A LF
Rick Hagen K P
Ben Jackson ] ey o s T vy P
Brian Johnson F%) 5o odoit actocne IR B b e 3B
Jermaine Jordan L N A (IO 0 00 A00 0L SO A UOOC CF
Adam Kiehl S L ADOSOOO 000 0000 500 00 6N P
Scolty Layfield K < S IF/P
Bobby McDonald T Y T Y oo « « LTS 1B/P
Mike McGurk oD o O e et 000 00 od Cc
Jeremy Merrilt RN LIk « o . SLAST S P/DH
Mark Middleton T T oo oL P
David Robinson s et a e s N T . LF
Chris Skinner = i B PG o © O OISO OO P
Aaron Voldness F 0B 00a0000 T8 EA coBt 00008 Cc

«AILLCEL

MOBILE

Personal Communication Solutions

Go Blazers!

Blimpie)
o

Baytree & Jerry Jones / Northside & Bemiss

Valdosta State Blazers...
Best of LucR!
from the employees at
GEORGIA £

POWER

V )/
\ - 0 ‘-‘. v )
N e -(
S

= 0 ==y
— < ol
~

Best Country!

Go Blazers!
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1903 Baytree Road » Remerton, GA 31601
912-259-9464

Pleats & Creases, Custom

Dry Cleaners and Laundry
1809 Jermy Jones Alterations
vakiosta, GA 31602 Lather / Suede
912-245-7873 Wedding Gowns

Business Hours

Monciay - Frickay 7:00 om to 6:00 pm
Saturdday 8:00 am to 12 Noon

Credt Cards Accepted: M/C, Amex, Visa, Discover, Dinerns

| sewinimac. Edward Jones
Valdosta, GA 31601 Serviag ladividus) luvesiors Sines 1871

Get your own team together and
head over to the stadium to watch the o
VSU Blazers’ exciting season! Thrifty can get T g T
you there in comfort and style in a Dodge Caravan - o ==

or similar vehicle.

Thrifty Car Rental offers a wide variety of vehicles
from compact to fulksize as well as 15passenger  Gall for reservations today!

vans, convertibles and minivans. in Valdosta
2704 Bemiss Road
For worldwide reservations call 24 -
1-800-FOR-CARS® (1-800-367-2277).
VL% ity lasturas quaiiy products of e Cheysier Corporation and other fine cars, A 5cansen of Ty RentACar Syswn, I

test of ai, its o M 0N AW
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NUMBER AND NAME

HOME ADDRESS AND PHONE

35 Isracl Barnes RR 3876 60 185 SO o s dfossaaaanancnsscaa ‘Tampa, FL {King)
10903 Kewanee Drive, Tampa FL 33612 (813) 985-3995

21 Jarrett Bridges b 2-16-77 60 175 Sophomore . . . . . = 1 . Valdosta, GA (Vakiosta)
2904 Bud Mackey Circle, Valdosta, GA 31602 (912) 245-1115

29 Greg Denly RR 11-10-75 63 190 Senior . ¢ LV L Valdosta, GA (Vakiosta)
SMulllllaltb.Valdodn GA 31602 {244-8540)

49 Tom Disney 6574 64 225 Senior ......c....-. Chicago. [L (Bloom Township)
mmmcwmmmu (708) 755-6278

1 Jefl Gillis 12-12-77 511 180 Freshman ........co00000 Acworth, GA (Harrison]
eoosmmngcme.mmaoml (770) 499-0330

34 Rick Hagea RR 9-16-74 62 2156 Senlor .. ccevenannns Waycross, GA (Ware County)
P.0. Box 1952, Waycross, GA 31501 (912) 283-0043

43 Benm Jacksen RL 1-12-77 61 185 Freshman . Thomasville, GA (Thomas County Centrall
P.O. Box 1183, Thomasville, GA 31798 {912) 226-8384

37 Adam Kiehl R-R 2-26-76 60 185 Jundow....ennn.. Muskegn, W] (Wauwatosa East)
575 W17726 Harbor Clvcle, Muskego, W1 53150 (414) 679-0475

33 Scotty Layfield RR 9-13-76 62 200 Sophomare. . ...... Montezuma, GA (Macon County}
802 Christophes Drive, Montezuma, GA 31041 {912) 9492044

7 Bobby McDonald R-L 9-23-76 511 195 Sophomre ............... Liburn, GA (Parkview}
4642 Hancock Way, Lilbum, GA 30297 (404} 921-8908

28 Jeremy Meritt LR 12-20-74 65 230 Junfof. ...« . 44 o 4« o . Monltrie, GA (Colquitt County}
102 WMTM Road. Moultrie, GA 31768 (912)890-1589

54 Matk Middieton R-R 3-3-77 61 170 Freshman ........... Waycrass, GA (Ware County)
992 Lynn Drive, Wayeross, GA 31508 (012) 285-4079

39 Chris Skinner L-L 1-21-76 59 165 Junior.......00 0000 Summerfield. FL (Lake Wetr)
16725 SE 45th Ct.. Summerficld, FL 34491 (352) 245-4309

CATCHERS N T L — :

44 Mike McGurk RR 4-25-76 &2 210 Junior ..... ++ 41444+« Longwouod, FL {Bishop Moore)
357%00!:&:00 ngwood FL 32779 (407} 862-6289

22 Aaron Voldness 7-23-75 511 195 Jualor.......oeeennnn Chicago Heights, [L (Bloon)
1125 Schilling Ave., Chwm IL 60411 (708) 754-2655

INFIELDERS

4 Jeff Barnett R-R 4/22/75 511 170 Jualor......ccccceeiiiiien Douglas, GA (Coffee)
1211 St. Andrews Drive, Douglas, GA 31533 {912) 384-0651

16 Jason Dorminy RR 11-2473 510 170 Junior. ...t v+ + 1 1+ « Leesburg, GA (Lee County)
1337 Lovers Lane Road. Leesburg,. GA 31763 (912] 436-4274

1 Jeff Gillis RR 12-12-77 511 180 Freshman................Acworth, GA [Harrison
6006 Patriong Circle, Acworth, GA 30101 (770) 499-0330

9 Charan Girard LR 4-28:75 511 160 Junkr.............PalmCity, FL (Martin County)
3661 SW Bimini Circle, Palm City. FL 34990 (407) 223-0785

23 Brian Johnson LR 9-5-73 62 195 - e SRR Albany, GA (Lee County)
217 Dunaway Drive, Albany, GA 31707 [912) 436-6390

33 Scotty Layficld RR 9-13.76 620 200 Sophomore. . . . . . . . Montezuma, GA (Macon County)
802 Christopher Drive, Montezauma. GA 31041 (912] 949-2044

7 Bobby McDonald RL 9-23-76 S 195 Sophomore . .............. Lilburn, GA (Parkview)
4642 Hancock Way, Lilburn, GA 30297 [404) 921-8908

OUTFIELDERS

12 Jamie Coons R-R 10-16-74 €0 185 LT R e, U SR Burke. VA [Edgewood)
$542 Hollins Lane. Burke. VA 22015 (708) 978-6079

19 Jim Greer RR 2-28-76 511 180 Junkr...... v v 0000000« Crownsville, MD (O3t Mill)
1019 Dockser Drive. Crownsville, MD 21032

24 Jermaine Jordan R-R 8-10-76 59 165 JUARDE .. eeieiieiiaaans Vidalia, GA (Vidalia)
109 West Toombs St., Vidalia, GA 30474 (912) 537-9522

30 David Robinsen RR 7-20-75 6-3 195 "7 (0 0 0.0 000AdOHC CeTo00 Archer, FL (Newberry)

P.0. Box 241, Archer. FL 32618 (904) 495-2895




We're with You
All the Way,
Blazers!

GRIIFIN

ELECTRIC
SUPPLY, INC.

Post Dffice Box 3695 » 2517 G Bemiss Road
Valdosta, GA 31604-3685
Bus. (912) 247-2243
Fax (912) 247-5301

A Hughes Supply Company
Featuring American Siandard

(912) 242-2660
229 St. Augustine Road / Valdosta, GA 31601

. Y

ALLAN DEAR

REALTOR®, GRI
Bus. (912) 241-0270

602 BAYTREE ROAD
VALDOSTA, GA 31602

]

iL INSTA-LUBE
10 Minute Oil Change
(> & Lube
902 North Ashiey St. 1718 Gomto Road
Valdosta, GA 31601 Vaidosta, GA 31601
(Acwoss From Westem Sizzin') (Aceoes From Vaidoets Ml
247-7553 242-2292

II/

SOFT CLOTH CAR WASH
1716 Gomto Road
Monday-Saturday 8:30 to 6:30 Valdosta, GA 31602
Open Rain or Shine (912) 242-81%0

A tradition since 1963 In the Valdosta markei
and proud to be a part of

L .With a winning Tradition!
Corner of Oak and Magnolia
Valdosta
(912) 333-2300

#1 in Gars and Trucks

AN A —
‘!_%"E Tt
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outstanding deuce of former Blazer |
Scolt MacRae, now (n the Cincinnati Reds organization. ..Clocked
consistently as fast as anyone on the staff in the fall and was one of
the top three pitchers in the fall “world series™...Throws tn the mid-
80s with good command of all his pitches...Definitely a candidate to
be among the top three pitchers on the stafl...Drafted tn 27th round
by the Yankees tn 1993,

Birthday: March 8, 1976

1997 Blazer Player Profiles

Jarrett Bridges

27

6-8/175
Sophomore / Valdosta, GA

‘Transfer from Georgla who was
the ace of Valdosta High School '
pitching staff m 1994 and 1995..A f [ |l
lefthander who pitched sparingly for the Bulldogs as a
freshman...Coaching staff will watch him closcly in the
prescason. .. Expected to play a role this year. how big a rolc 1s yet to
be determined...A welcome addition to this pitching staff.

Birthday: February 16. 1977
Major: Bustness Management

6-3/1%0
Senior/ Valdosta, GA

Returns as the No. | pitcher on
the Blazer ataff...Coaches believe he
cndod last season as the top pitcher
mmmmmmmmmu«mumm
to be onc of the stalwarts on the ‘97 club...Finished 7-1 last season
to lead team In wins, and his 2.95 ERA was the best among the
starters...Possesses pro potential ..Drafted in the 67th round by the
Cubs In 1992

Birthday: November 10, 1975
Major: Biology

6-4/225
Senlor/ Chicago, R

Enjoyed a very productive fall .
which boostex! his stock among the ||
coaching ataff...Inconsistent control L |
was costly last seasan when he finished 2 2 with a 3.50 ERA.
walking 39 batters in 54 innings of work...Consistent positive
performances from Disney can make this staffl one of the besd in the
GSC...(ne of the keys to this year's pilching stafl.

Birthday: June 5, 1974
Major: Criminal Justice

Dealy at Valdests State
66508 P H R R B X W OA S W I8
58 2 M B % XN B N2 8 U 1

Wl B4

Disney at Vaidosta State
G & 6 F K R R B X § W oW
” 8 16 8 2 0 N ¥ 2RI e I G

Valdinta State Buelnll 1997 18



MIZELL

Floor Covering & Interiors

Proudly serving this area
for Over 30 Years

“The Carpet Experience”

423 Connell Road
Valdosta, GA 31602
(912) 244-2333

1609 N. Ashley Street
1303 St. Augustine Road
Exit 2 - Lake Park

Go Blazers!

WCTV 6

Thomavville - Tallchasee

H & S Supply Co., Inc.

WHOLESALE
PLUMBING - HEATING - PUMP SUPPLIES

901 W. Hill Ave. / Valdosta, GA 31601-5327
(912) 244-6942 » Fax (912) 245-0855

Go Blazers!

Kimberly W. Megow, M.D.

Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine

N. Valdosta Rd.

_Magnolia Plantation

3526 North Crossing Circle
Valdosta
241-9500

‘Class of 1984'




1997 Blazer Player Profiles

Jeff Gillis

7

Pitcher / Shortsiop
5-11/180
Freshman / Acworth, GA

A first year player expected to play |
a backup role both on the mound

and at shortstop for this year's
team...Plans are to use him in relief on occasion, especially in the
camed at Harrison High School in Acworth,

Birthday: December 12, 1977
Major: Undecided

6-2/225
Senior / Wayeross, GA

Another pitcher who showed
dramatic improvement in the fall
after an up and down campaign a
year ago when he won four games but had a hlgh 5.18
ERA...Changed his delivery tn the fall. dropping down and throwing

from the stretch...A tremenxious competitor who will be
used primarily in Jong relief but will get some spot starts.

Ben Jackson

43

Pitcher
6-1/180
Freshuan / Thomasvifie, GA

A redshirt freshman lefthander
who missed kast season recovering
fram back surgety...Recruited out of
Thomas County Central High School where he was 10-2 with an
impressive 1.44 ERA, being named Region 1 AAA's MVP...Naw fully
recovered and coaches see great potential which could begin
blossoming this season..Great attitude and work habits to go with

outstanding pitches... Wil get an oppartunity to perform.

Birthday: January 12, 1977
Major: Undecided

37

6-0/185
Junler / Muskego, W1

Tranafer from Triton College in
River Grove, IL where he was a top
pitcher...Brings  outstanding
credentials...A hard thrower whose control was spoity in the
fall...with control in hand, he is a dominating pitcher...A viable
candidate to be among the top three pitchers on the stafl...Has all
the pitches ta be successful...Drafted in the 56th round by the

Dodgers in 1994.

Birthday: February 26, 1976
Major: Education

Valdosta State Baseball 1997 17



Neighborhood Grill & Bar
Applebee’s #8867

1301 St. Augustine Road
Valdosta, GA 31601
(?12) 241-9933

CITIZENS

COMMUNITY
BANK
A FULL SERVICE BANK
"Dedicatad to Community Service”
MOBER  Yeidowm GA Hahisa, GA Morven, GA @
[ 200225 TO2111 012645008 24

Lane
FUNERAL SERVICES

Funeral Homes * Cemetery * Monuments

807 River Street in Valdosta
242-1170

Follow the Blazers
in the Sports Pages of

The Baldasta

Laily Times

To Subscribe, Call 244-1880

16 Valdosta State Basehall 1587



e 1997 Blazer Player Profiles

for the game...A very versatile player |
who will be tn the mix as a pitcher

Bobby McDonald

4

Pitcher / First Base
511/195 & .
Soptiomors / Litburn, GA

A top recruit last scason who | 4
turned in a solid year, hitting .318
and posting a 4.34 ERA in 34 innings

B
)
A

of work, matnly in relicf...Expected to \ i j J
start a Jot at first base, getting a left-handed bat In the cveryday
Jincup, but will be uscd and usecd in crucial situations on the
mound...Being penciled 1n as a short and middle reliever...In the
platoon mix as an everyday player...Has potential to set some
offensive records...Can also fill tn behind the plate.

o /e
~E Rg

6-5/230
Juntior / Moultrie, A

L
A walkon who plaved JC ball at \!

South Georgia...Another versatile
player who can pitch and play first
base and may also be called an to 6l the designated hitter role on
oocasion...Expected to be used in relief with perhaps an oocasional
start._.Will back up at first base but real value may be as a DH...An
impreastve hitter in the fall..Uses his wrists well and has good pop in

his bat...Experience and relaxed approach also a plus.

Birthday: December 20, 1974
Msjor: Communication Arts

6-1/170
Freshman / Waycress, 8A

A walkon who took advantage of
his opportunily in Lhe fall, pilching
food enaugh (o make the team.. Wil
be brought along slowly, being used primarily in reliel...Coaching
staff ke his breaking pilch and chang: of pace...Polentfal is there (o
be a contributor somewhere down Lhe roud.

Birlhday: March 3, 1977
Major: Undecided

e ——
Vukiosia Stale Baseball 1997 10



1056 Valdosta Mall
700 Noyman Drive
Valdosta, GA 31602
912) 247-2487

G

Is Proud 1o be a 1997 Corporate Sponsor of

the Valdosta State University Blazers!

Toll Free 1-800-222-2222

7
f

US.84 & 75 Exitnd 1075 Lakes Bivd.
1828 E. Hill Avenue 1-75 Exit #2
Valdosta, GA 31601 Lake Park, GA 31636
912) 244-7711 (912) 559-5660
FAX (912) 244-0361 FAX (912) 559-6779

3462 North Valdosta Road
(912) 242-7600

COMMERCIAL
BANKING COMPANY

Valdosta Hahira
110 West Main Street
(912) 794-2494

Blazers...
I Love You

Man!

BUD LIGHT,

Johnson Distributing Company

20 Valdosta State Bascbal) 1097



59/165
Junior / Summertield, FL

Recruiled oul of Central Florvida || |
CC in Ocala where he was a top |/
pilcher...A lefthander who shaws
savvy on 1he hill...Coaching staff f
inpressed wilh his natural imlinchfulhm...&enlywm
spols the ball..Could be at or near the top of this year's staff.

Birthday: January 21, 1976
Magjoe: Business Advninistration

Mike McGurk

44

Catcher
8-2/210
Junlor/ Longwood FL

‘Transfer from Lake City CC who l

has outstanding defenaive
skills...Has shown a good arm, quick
relcase and blocks pitches
well.. Hitting has been spotty...Expected to divide time behind the

plate, especially in the carly scason.

Birthday: Apeil 25, 1976
Major: Busincss Administration

Aaron Voldness

22

Gatcher
5-11/19%
Jonler / Chiicage Helghts, &

Mayed at Lake City CC two years
ago befove sitting out last year..Is a
quality reoctver who handles the bat
well although he was Inconsistent at

the plate in the fall._Will dvide time with Mike McGurk behind the
plate.

Birthday: July 23, 1976
Major: Art

5-11/170
Juior / Dooglas

\
Made solid contributions last

season as a backup second
baseman and as a pinch runner
where he helped secure several wins
with his smarl decisions on the base paths. Greal speed...Will
peavide quality depth defensively at second base and will get some
spot starts.. Carvies a perfect 4.0 grade point average in his biology
major... Transferved last year from South Geovgia in his hometown of




Good Luck BLAZERS!
From Your Friends at...

DOLLAR GENERAL |

The Same Low Prices Every Day!

F\B

Farmers & Merchants Bank -
Lakeland

United Banking Company -

Nashville
We're more than Banks;
We're Your Neighbors and Friends

nnnnnn

1201 N. Ashley Street
244-4430

33 volsosa State Baseball 1997



Jason Dorminy

16

Second Base
510/170

Junior/ Leesburg, GA

Transfer from South Georgla JC
where he hit .325 last
season...Earned starting job at
second base with clutch
performances at the plate in the fall, consistently getting big hits in
crucial situations...Fall performance was a pleasant surprise, leading
coaches to have great confidence in the keystone position.

Barthday: November 24, 1975
Major: Sparts Medicine

5-11/180
Junior / Paim City, FL

Transfer from Florida CC in | |
Jacksonville where he hit ,368 and
was oulstanding defensively...Played
extremely well in the fall, and
mwmmmmmmmmormmpmm
Blazer history when his carcer is over...Possesses great hands and
quickness, turning the double play beautifully...Shows good pop in
his bat...A complete player who will make VSU strong up the micddie,

Brian Johnson

23

Third Base
6-2/19
Senlor / Albany, GA
Transfer from Georgia where he |
played third base, hitting .300 for

the Bulldogs In 1995...A very
pleasant addition who will start at

third base.. Hnmlnmdmnedaumzmﬂumhem
selected a team captain because of his leadership ability...Could be a
Jeading hitter on this year's club and will hit in an RBI spot int he
order...Adequate defenstvely and can catch if needed...Drafted In the
43rd round by the Red Sox in 1992.

Birthday: September 5, 1973
Major: Political Science

Right Field
6-0/185
Senlor / Barke, VA

a tremendous junior season
offensively and defensively. hitting
.368 and leading the team ln

. triples (), hmemnst?)andnsl[sn. -Has a great arm
from rl,ght field (seven assists in '9G) and did not make an
error...Leads by example...Considered one of the best college players
around...Has professional capability...Drafted in the 31st round by
the [ndians in 1998.

Major: Undeclared

Coaas st Vatdosts Simie
GA R H RIAG 2 9B M 8 O £ AW
1M @ S S 8 9 5 7 M 2 018




Serving You from 9 Locatlons throughout
@ Valdosta & Lowndes County (THiC

INSURLD
b

Like a good neighbor, yri /i
e State Farm is there. Ul
Bryant Martin and Bill Parker P N

Agents
valdostauau Bus. (912) 242-0856 v ==
Monday - Saturday 10am -9pm Paul Cribbs
Sunday 1pm - 6pm 247-1127 ;
Go Blazers! STATE FARM INSURANGE COMPAMES 51

HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ALLIWOIS

“Isthisthean ===
youre looking for')

R is If you want more meal, for your money. Because
every cut of famous WD Brand US. Choice beef is
trimmed to a lean eighth of an inch. We give you more
cholces, low prices, and 100 percent satisfaction guaranteed on
everything in our meat department. So tell us what you want, = ———
or how you'd like an ltem sliced or packaged. —— —
WeTl be glad Lo help. :

More Choices. Low Prioes.

WINN (@IDIXIE
America's Supermaris”

846 Valdosia Stale Baseball 1907



Jim Greer

19

Left Field
5-11/188
Junlor / Crownsvifie, MD

Transfer from Anne Arundel CC in
Maryland where he hit a robust
A445...Had a solid fall and will open
the year as the starting L
leftfielder...Expected to hit for average and get on base with

regularity...Solid defensively...A good all-round player.

Birthday: February 28, 1976
Majov: Computer Sclence

1997 Blazer Player Profiles

Jormaine Jordan

249

Genter Fleld
5-9/165
Junlor / Vidalls, GA

A transfer from South Georgia JC
where he hit 350 last season...Was
recruited to take over In center
fleld...Did not disappoint in the

fall.. inedygutbe,]dbdmdlemmly d

David Robinson

30

Left Field
6-3/195
Sesior / Archer, FL

Turned in solid numbers last |
season, hitting .293 with six hame
runs and 40 RBI [both second on |

the team).. Was the DH early In the |
year but moved into
admirably...Will miss team’s first 22 games regaining his
eligibility.. Was team's best hitter in the fall, so his return will be
eagerly anticipated.. Selected the other team captain because of his
leadership ability...Drafted in the 40th round by the Padres in 1994.
Birthday: July 20, 1975

bajor: Criminal Justice

§ B #/ H A8
&8 14 8 4 &

stariing jaki 0, 1 el where ha pertiomat

VSU FOOD SERVICES

¢ Palms Dining Center
¢ Catering Services
* Blazer Grill
* Oasis Snack Bar
¢ University Center Food Court
¢ Night Owl Convenience Store
¢ Freshens Yogurt Shop
Food Services is a Division of Auxilliary Services

Valdosta State Basebont 1587 38



Final Hitting Statistics

AB R H RBI AVG 2B 3B HR BB K  Slug% OB% SBA

Albert Sagnella 86 10 32 13 372 5 0 0 13 10 430 450 2.2
Jamie Coons 204 49 75 51 .368 9 5 7 14 22 564 A08  24-30
Jefl Roesler 172 29 6} 31 355 12 1 3 21 21 488 449 5-11
Darren Bush 182 46 64 35 952 14 3 7 31 28 577 442 19-24
Bobby McDonald 66 11 21 8 .318 2 0 1 4 13 394 378 0-0
FrankyCarmasquillo 161 30 51 17 317 8 6 2 30 19 478 427 3042
Jeff Barnett 39 15 12 6 .308 0 0 0 2 4 308 341 8-10
David Robinson 164 28 48 40 .293 9 1 6 20 43 470 379 9-14
Tony Roy 68 10 19 8 .27 3 0 0 4 8 324 333 0-0
Kenny Edwards 72 13 19 7 .264 5 2 1 6 7 431 346 67
Paul Bagley 162 28 33 31 241 9 0 6 26 49 407 359 45
Tom Valdez 108 13 25 6 .236 2 0 1 8 15 283 308 36
Scotty Layfield 52 7 12 8 231 4 0 1 0 13 365  .245 23
Joyous LaRosa 109 16 25 12 229 5 0 0 17 18 275 341 23
others 38 8 12 6 316 3 0 0 4 11 405 350 0-1
Ysu 1682 323 8516 279 .307 20 18 385 201 281 444 3680 114-188
Opponents 1700 271 474 212 279 74 13 23 211 327 378  .364 74-101
Final Pitching Statistics

G w L - ] P H R ER BB 80 ERA GS CG
Scotty Layfield 6 2 0 0 182 14 3 1 7 12 0.54 2 0
Greg Denly 16 7 4 0 791 796 36 26 33 78 2.95 9 2
Shane Shook 14 4 4 1 67.2 84 40 26 26 49 3.46 10 3
Tom Disney 12 2 2 0 54 S0 29 21 39 37 3.50 8 1
Mark Watson 12 6 2 0 552 64 33 26 16 48 4.20 9 4
Bobby McDonald 11 1 4 2 34 30 22 16 21 25 424 2 0
Adam Miller 10 1 0 0 13.1 16 11 7 10 9 4.72 0 0
Rick Hagan 15 4 3 0 412 61 39 24 21 33 5.18 5 0
Gary Fassl 17 1 1 2 22.1 29 25 16 16 13 6.45 1 0
Mike Hall 16 1 2 2 38.1 45 33 28 22 23 6.57 5 0
others 2 1) (1] 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0.00 0 0
vsu 81 20 22 7 428 474 271 191 211 327 4.04 S1 10
Opponents 51 22 29 5 4192 516 323 272 201 28] 583 51 18
Scoring
Score by [anings: R R 4 6 7 8 9 Xim Total AvPG
Valdosta State 42 62 28 23 46 47 38 33 10 7 323 63
Opponents 8 22 4 28 36 31 29 25 21 2 271 5.3

26 vedinsta Siste Bsseball 1907
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Final Fielding

27
44

(]
114

B

g2

]

1378
1259

1963
1858

Good Home Cooking!

Bynum’s Diner

Open 6am til 3pm

2175 N. Ashley in Valdosta
247-6263

Valdosta State Banetall 1697 37




Game

Record: W-29 L-22 (H: 19-10 A: 10-12) Gulf South: 11-9
Date Score R

{All Games)

BEEB2TER

HE RHE w L Pitcher
2/17 890 881 0-4-3 1 0 Shook 1-0
2/18  Rullins 60 692 0-5-1 2 0 Disncy 1 0
2/20  atSt Leo 7-12 7-7-1 12-12-1 2 | Watson 0-1
2/21  Drewton Parker 89 8-14-4 9-15-0 2 2 Hagen 0-1
2/24  at Florida Southern 34 3-7-2 4-12-2 2 3 Fassl 0-1
2/25  al Bckend 3-4 382 492 2 4 Denly 0-1
2/27  Albany State 52 5-9-7 294 3 4 Hagen 1-1
2/29 ol Georgla Southwestern 260 26-28-1 0-5-2 4 4 Denly 1-1
31 West Florida 62 6-10-2 2-4-0 S5 4 Watson 1-1
3/2 SIU Edwardsville 4-1 480 1-7-4 6 4 m 2.0
3/3 Tampa 06 0-7-5 6-14-1 6 5 1-1
3/5 al Columbars 4.7 474 7-10-1 6 6 MIQ
3/9 Lincoln Memorial* 5-1 5-7-0 1-6-1 7 6 2-1
3/9 Lincoln Memorial* 311 3-4-2 11-8-2 7 7 Disney 2-1
3/10  Lincoln Memorial* 12-5 1281 5-10-3 8 7 Watson 2 1
3/10  Dellarmine 5-12 583 12-11-2 8 8 Hagen 1-2
3/12  al Thomas College 16-5 16-17-4 5-7-2 9 8 Hzﬁ
3/13  Georgla 95 9-18-1 6-6-1 10 8 1-0
3/16  at North Alabama* 1-18 1-2-6 18-16-2 10 9 Shook 2-2
3/16  al Narth Alabama* 4.2 48] 2-11-0 11 ) Watson 3-1
3/17  al North Alabama* 34 381 461 11 10 Disncy 2-2
3/22  al Brewlon-Parker 58 5-13-3 8-11-0 12 11 McDonald 0 1
3/23  West Georgia® 40 47-2 054 13 11 Shook 3-2
3/23  Wesl Georgin® 65 6-10-2 5-11-0 14 11 Watson 4 1
3/24 Wesl % 93 9-15-1 3-9-3 15 11 [ﬁyn
3/28  Florida 7-12 783 12-14-3 15 12 11
3/30 al ARbama-Tluntsvillk* 69 6113 9102 15 13 Shook 3-3
3/30 o Albama-Thuntsville* 36 362 6-103 15 14 Watson 4-2
4/5 West Florida® 76 791 8130 16 14 ll‘ﬁt 32
4/5 We=d Florkka* 8-11 896 11-13-7 16 15 1-2
4/8 West Florida* 65 6102 5120 17 15 Denly 4-2
4/8 St. [=0 32 3-10:2 2-64 18 15 Watson 5-2
- PO B R U
413 al mlo‘ 45 450 581 19 17 w:l 4
4/13  al Montevallo* 24 2.6-0 4-8-1 19 18 Denly
4/14  al Mosdevallo® 57 583 771 19 19 McDonald 0.3
4/16  al m Stale 82 8153 2:7-3 20 19 Miller 1-0
4/18  al rong Stale 83 8174 3103 21 19 McDonald 1-3
4720  al West Alabama* 4.0 4-8-0 0-1-4 21 19 Watson 6-2
4120  al West Alabama® 75 783 593 23 29 Hagen 4 2
4421 al West Alabama® 54 5-15-0 4.7-1 b 19 Denly 53
4130  Armsirong Stale 7-11 7103 11191 24 20 Togen 43
5/8  Georgia College 13 1-5-2 342 24 20 54
574 Augusla 82 8106 271 26 21 44
5/5  Augusla 12-2 12-13-5 291 26 N Layfleld 20
5/6 Thowas Colleg: 12-7 12-166 7-11-0 27 21 Denly 64
5/B Tampa 7-16 7-14-3 16-12-] 27 2 McDonald 1 4
5/11  al North Florida 73 7-16-2 3940 28 22 Del;g 74
5/12  Nocth Florida 51 §-11-1 1-8-2 29 22 Fassl 1-1
* Gulf Somith Cenferensor Pumex

SURGICAL ASSOCIATES OF VALDOSTA, P. C.

James W. Marmss, M.D., F.A.C.S.
W. HarvEY MILLER, M.D., F.A.C.S.
DAaLLAas M MuwLer, M.D., F.A.C.S.

Oak Center I, Bidg. F / 2704 North Oak Street f Valdosta, GA 31602
Telephone (912) 242-4996
Fax (912) 242-0898
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Coaches’ Records
Walter Cottingham, 12-25, .324; Gary Colson, 10-11, .476; Billy Grant, 93-83, .528; Tommy Thomas, 973-559, .635.
Year W-L Coach |, Year w-L Coach

1955-.-.......6'5...................-..cotul@m 19771-nununoc‘?’lsno-I-I-v-nt'v'lc'-l-quq.Thl”n(l\
1956 ------ Le zﬁlnlunlocnlnunl-lttt'lcmmm 1978.-.-.....89'20. ---------------------- '”l“n)d.\
1957.l4l.llll 2'7‘!'llllll.llll‘lll'lllwm 1979.--------47'l4. ---------------------- Th"”)?“
1958, 1 v vnrnes2Bunrirerninssarasernrn . Cottingham | 1980......... | Thomas
DO RRrereretare el 02 1!]'s i a's e o e @« aisjejalalareials ate s ««..Colson | 1981......... 39-19. .. icicr it e rneas [homas
1960 .. cvvev e 168, cieivsrarernrrsrarareass - Crant | 1982......... 49-22. . . et e ety Thomas
l%lllIllIIIl8'15ltl'l!'!llllll"t"l'tltl'Gmt lngvnvt-o--“'l4 ------------------------ ”ll\”)"l\'
lm.lll-ll-l9'9!.!0!!l"lilil'l!ll!.‘llllcmnt 1984.'.‘....-$'23o ----------------------- T}ll)[ll&i\
1963. . .000ve i@ Burieiarernrrsrarareresess, Grant | 1985......... L 2.3 Thomas
1964, ........10:00 ... vvvvarannvnsrsnsrase s Orant | 1986......... - X 73 I [homas
L | . 2 5 Grant | 1987......... 34-20 ...t st ir et Thomas
) | . Crant | 1988......... 2626 ....ciciiiiiiaieieenan Thomas
1967, 00000406 .. .ivvvivarnrernnrsrara - Crant | 1989......... 2 ) P Thomas
1968 . ..cvve e e 159 . v iiieieirrerarares.. THomas | 1990......... 2 ] P Thomas
1968, ........2710....0000vetetveeararas.. THomas | 1991......... b £ I (homas
1970. .0 cvveve 2506, 00 vvevavavnrrrraraverns Thomas | 1992 ........ .2 B+ T Thomas
111t [ b - 2 Thomas | 1998......... 30-20 ......ci i Thomas
1972, .0 0ieees 28°05. .ot h v evar e e r e Thomas | 1994 ........ b, T L T [homas
| £2p s DR G [ 1 i Y Thomas | 1995......... ) o L e e Thomas
1974, ........ 3813, ... 0 vvrararnrrerraranes Thomas | 1996......... 2022, .., Thomas

L 1 T . 2 [ Thomas
1976, .00 r 2828 e Thomas | TOTAL®  1088-678 .616

S = R&R Publications, Inc. ——
{—ABSOLUTELY > )

Supports Coach Thomas
And The VSU Blazers
In Their Quest 1o Win
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individual in a Game

Mosl ABs. . . ... o o ririalojs s1s)e s minimimakefa ek ke Lo kn i pt 24 pANETS LK)

Most Runs.......... 5, Steve Crawford, '68, DeMersseman, ‘77
June Munford, ‘83, Mike White, '85

Most2B5 ....000eeeee oo 3 Sam Bowen, 74, Seo Tarres, ‘80
June Munford, '83, Mike Cassala, '88, Darrien Teals, ‘88

Tom White, 91

MostIB5, . v venvniniiiiinanenns eueees. 2,9 players tied
MosLEIRS .o.vvvnnninnnnes vo 100 aeeaeass 3, Gene Felts, 72
Most HRS: Inning. - - . ... ... ... 2. Billy Tyler. ‘76, Sal Amadeo, 78
7151 . R 13, Gene Fells, 72
MostRBES. ......ooanens vessisaaanness. D, RobBusch, 85
MostSBS . .oevvrrrivrannnes v+ v 000+ 6 Clande Speck, 67

MOBLIR: « + + oiseinns o siaiaielnis ........I&Dunwﬂudlnck'm
MOSEKS. ...ccceiiiecnanennnrnananans 1B, Kelly Scoll, 80
Leroy Purdy, ‘70
NoHilters.............. Eddie Fisher, ‘69, Steve Sorgious. 70

Dan Darden, ‘74, Dwayne Cushman, 94

mmumm
BestSlugmg% .................. £39, Cecll Whitchead, ‘78

MOSUHRS - v voe i 22, Cocil Whilchead, 78

MostTotalBases . ..............cc..... 166, bMike Janes, ‘85
Most BBs [drawn) .........000 0000091, Richie Johnson, ‘82

Mot . ... . i vedwwa miieen & 127.1, Jeﬂ'mmzr ‘83
Most Consecutive Shutout Innings. . . . . . . 28.2, Jimmy Wall, ‘77
BOOSLIEE . v v u iy vnin 5 Sty & s oy 0 112, Bryan Shover, ‘93
Most KsperOinnings................. 12.7, Sam Bowen, ‘73
MonEWIDE . . oo o oW o o o o n o 18, Jedf Agerter, ‘82
covoenaas 17, Jeff Agerter, 82
MOSE SIS, .« ceerrrrrrianannarrrrines 8, Chuck Beale, 77
BeStERA.......convnenrnrnencnnnnns D.78, Mike Perry, 64
Most Shutouts, . . ..cooovviiiiiccnnnnianns 3, 9 players tied

Individual in a Career

BestSlugging® . ............... 643, Cecll Whitchead, '76-78
MOSLABS. . ...coonneniaaannnn..s 751, Craig Viers, '75-78
MostRumS......cco00ivvaeeen.... 183, Sal Amadeo, '77-70
MostIHIS .. ..o0vunes i e aeesees o 248, JoJo Blaha, '84-87
[ ) T 52, JoJo Blaha, '84-87

- - —omOmm

MostSBs.......... amaannanas 10 amm 91, Sal Amadeo, ‘77-79
Most Appearanoes ... vansss0 000 70, Tod West, '85-88
MOSEIPN. e« ceeveae viomaannesivae 353, Jimmy Wall, 77-80
MOSLKS. . oooeenrnnreeaennennnnns 261, Bryan Shaver, '92-A
Most Wins. . .. ....... 31, Bil Petty, '74-77. Jimmy Wall, ‘77-80

MOSLtRUAS . o000 vvnannns v+ v 1+« » 26 v5, GA Southwestern. '96
Most Runs: Inning. . ............ 13 vs. Jacksonwille State, 79

Fort Valley State, ‘85
MOSERBIS .« o v v vssansnrriisansnissssness 20 vs. 6 leams
Most2Bs ..... 8vs. Odumhus.'&.Wdhnl g1, Columbus, 91
Most 3Bs. ... .......4vs Ogithorpe, 65, Ouachita Baptist, ‘70

Fort Valley State, ‘83
MOSLHRS . <+ o/vsv vy an e oo vnsanmniheieneles 6 vs. Eckerd, '85
Most Runs Against ............. 28 va. Jacksonville State, ‘90
Most Runs: Both Teams .............. 39 va. UNA (18-21), ‘95
Most Exira Dase Hits. .. ... ov00 00000000 11 V5, Columbus, ‘83
MORTBE . v+« veansrsoiininaensril 39 vs. Forl Valley State, ‘83
MOSLE(YOLS. . . ..covveennnnaannn. 9 vs. Florida Southemn, ‘89
MoetSBs .. ...... a8 s0samman « « + 13 va. Armstrong State, '68

MostInnings. . .. .ccevvevinnnann. 17 vs. David u;nonmh. ‘68

MOStGAMES. . ...coevitiiicceiiiaame i 71, 1982
Most Conseculive Wins ... v vvveees o o R .22.1903

Mw'msn'"'l!'ll!l.llIllll.....llll'lll'lmlm
Mos2B8.ccciviisnvnrrissisnnssnnsssecess 144, 1985
Blost3Bs.......conneiiiiiiannetiiennnee. .31, 1985

MostWalks ...oovvvvennneiiiisansnsiaansss . 404, 1981
] (e 60 0000000 00 aanaocaaano00a o ooac 1.45, 1964
WorstERA. .........oiiiiiiaiiiiiaan ... 736, 1990
Most Shutouts. ............ tisasnsiissascenaaa 12, 1073
Most Consecutive Shuomts . o v v vevvvvviinnniiaae 4 1971
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Albany State, 36-5
Ammstrong State 54-23
Ashiand 3-1
Aubum I-1
Aubum-Montgomery I-1

34-11
Austin Peay State 2-1
Ball State 30
Bellarmine o1
Belmont Abbey -2
Berry 236
Birmingham Southern 22
Bloomsburg, 1-0
Bowling Green State 44
Beewson-Parker 18-12
California -1
Cal Poly-Pomona -2
Califorsia (PA) 20
CSU-Northridge 12
Campbellsville 20
Central Arkansas i-1
Central Florida 5-4
Central Missourl St. 0-1
Charleston 43-3
Cincinnat 0-1
Cicadel 240
Clemson 413
Columbus State 5848
David Lipscomb 69
Dehia Seate 6-3
DePauw 16-1
Duke 2-0
East Srondsburg 1-0
East Connecticus St -1
Eastem lllinols 1-0
Eastern Kentucky 3-0
Easten Michigan 40
Eckerd 11-11
Edward Wakers. 1-1
Emory 1-0
Erskinel 7-11
Evansville. -0
Flagler 16-6
Florida 5-14
Florida AGM 2-10
Florida international 1-3
Florida Southern 9-34
Florida State 4-25
Fort Valley State 160
Parman 1-1
Georgetown, 1-0
Georgia 54

(e R 2 —— -18-7
Georgla Southem 15-25
el PR T L — 39-11
Georgla State 7-2
Georgla Tech 41
Grand Canyon 10
High Point 2-1
Hope (MI) 30

0-1
linois Benedictine 31-3
Jacksonville 22-26
Jacksonville Seate 14-28
Kennesaw State. 12-6
Kentucky 2-0
Lake Forest (IL) 10
Lamar 02
Lewis. 6-5
Liberty 0-1
Lincoln Memoria I7-7
Longwood 2-2
Loisville 2-1
Lynn 10
Macalester 290
Malone 30
Maine 0-1
Mansfield 1-1
Marion 30
Mercer. 24-19
Mercer-Atlanta 3-1
Miami (Ohio) 0-2
Milligan 1-1
Millikin 1-1
Mississippt 9-3
Missouri-St. Louis 2-1
Montevallo 0-3
Newbery. 9-0
New Haven 03
New Orleans 0-1
Norfolk State 3-0
North Alabama 15-15
North Central (IL) -1
North Florida 6-12
North Georgia 3-11
Northwestern 1-1
Oglethorpe. 11-7
Ohio 3-1
Oral Roberts 10
Oregon State. 0-1
Otterbein 4-1
Ouachita Baptist 2-1

TOR Ve e B RO

Pembroke State 4-3
Phillips 0-1
Piedmont 25-11
Pardve-Calumet 2.0
Quincy. 6-0
Rollins 6-2
Rose-Hulman 22-0
St. Francis (IL) 33
St Leo 18-12
St. Louis 240
St Mary's (MN) 40
St. Thomas -1
St. Xavier 23-6
Shippensburg 8-
Shorter 19-2
SIU Edwardsville 82
Slippery Rock 1-0
South Florida 2-2
SE Missouri State 20
Southern Tech 16-1
Stanford 01
Stetson 7-7
Tampa 5-14
Taylor 1-0
Tennessee 4-0
Tennessee Tech 02
Thomas College 3-1
Trinity (IL) 7-0
Troy State 19-34
UC-Riverside 0-2
USF-SL Petersburg 30
UT Martin 20
UWis-Parkside 0-1
Vanderbik 1-5
Wake Forest 10
Washingion 10
Washington & Lee 2-0
West Alabama 10-8
West Chester 2-1
Westfield Seate 63
West Florida 7.3
West Georgia 59-30
West Liberty Scae 2-0
West Virginia 3-0
Western Carolina 1-0
Western Kentucky 4-2
Westnar 20
William Carey 0-1
Wolord 40
Wright State 1-1
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1997 Blazer Batgirls

2 5 4 !
(SR | = Sl

Kneeling, L - &mcmcmm Aimee Phillips, Kerry Jarvis, and Rhonda Wise
Standing, L-R: Michele VanValkenburg, Jessica Wood, Molly Gainey, Allison Twiss, and Becky Rankin.
Not pictured; Leilani Struzick.

Good Luck, Blazers!

[HTHIET
KFC"

We Do Chicken Right.
After the game, visit the Colonel and try our
Colonel's Crispy Strips

BARREL @ SNACK  BOX @ BUCKET

VALDOSTA » NASHVILLE » WAYCROSS

— — v -



Hundreds

of MVPs

Awarded
Daily.

§Call 1-800-GA-LUCKY for the mearest Lowery Retailer,]

TTTTTTT

1997 Blazer Baseball

Welcome to
NationsBank.

Welcome to innovalive services, banking convenicnce,
and a commitment 1o the development of Valdosta ...
That's NationsBank.

NafionsBani’

The Power To Make a Difference.

Member FDIC. © 1992 NationsBank Corporasion. Nazlonstiank of Georgla, NA.

Tommy
GRINER inc.

PONTIAC o CADILLAC « NISSAN

505 North Ashley Street  Valdosta, GA
Phone 242-7325
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