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2003 Outlook

whmﬂlm Conference coaches Bke 1o
reward you ... or put the monkey on'your back. Valdosta State,

winner of the league champlonship kst season, has been  start
picked by eastern divislon coaches to be the “beasts of the sast® this  wh
year, The Blazers are the cholce despite the less of pitchers whichwers.

responsible for 32 of last year's 41 wins.

What VSU does returm are saven of elght postion players, and head.  Two roy
coach Tommy Themas, entaring his 36th ssason, Is vesy comfortable  senlor righty D

with 2 veteran cast which should produce solid offense and defensa in

'I'IIMIIIUM sald Thomas, who ks on the doorstep of W
Division Il baseball history. Ha needs 35 wing to becomne the division’s  Neundorler :
winningest coach and 36 victories ko rsach the 1200-win pialeau. “Tm N '

mally optimistic bacaqsa of what we have coming back posiion-wise,
\Min\l:mmm R hag to be considored & question mark

ummmummmmmm
ndefesied and atvanced 2o the Soulh Gentral Regional because of  three-
pliching, dafansa and timely hitting, The defonse and timely hiting  with M
wmmuﬂusﬂlmmm _ ‘

\mmmm Miller lﬁr\hmm Ieftfrander

hmwmmmmmmm
mmmmmnmm‘m Four of the seven
mmn Wﬁhﬂhimm
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»rﬂ‘mmmmmmh
rowsand you —.or putthe moniey o your back. Valdosta Stale,

B W winngr of the leegus championship last season, has been  starter. Other top starters could be sop
picked by gastern division coaches to be the "beasts of the easi” tis  whoss medical chiart reads much ke Lingenfelter's, 2
woac. The Blazers are the choice despite the loss of pilchess whichwers  Jacques Watiecamps.  Both t_jj.; ighthandess, an

rasponsible for 32 of last yees's 41 wins.

xh Tomary Thees g b S50 s v oAl e erer

conch Tomeny Thomas, entering his 368 season, is very comio
;ﬂf“mﬂﬂﬂ\mwwmumm

ﬁmmiﬂmmimmmof | ,7 - ..7 i 'w,,,,,,

mewwmﬁummmmm T et

mwhmmmmnmm”,.,

goingin”

Lot year's club finished 41-20, went through the GSC tumament

mmbmmmm "Millr f5 the only Iafthander In
 Todafend lts conferencs champlonship, Vaidosta Stats raust finksh
mmmmhumm Four of the sevan
sarles againat GSC East clubs will be af homs beginning

- mmm March 15. WWMﬂwh

hald at the LISA Basahall facliity in Miliington, Tennasses May 3-5.

“ﬁlqhﬂnmu\m“
buk of the stalf ks uniested. Several pitchers
missed fall work because of Injuries and
acaderaics, puliing Thomas and his St on

“What e seen 0 for Tve Bow),” he sald.
“Gongisient control, keeping the ball down, &
IR 2p and pretty good breaking pitches, but
the verdict s sl out.”

Jumior righthandes Adam Lingenfelierwas the
10p prospect rom a growp of Bve pitchers
Tecrulted three years a0, Howas sidoined with
an am Injwry, widerwent Tommy John surgery
and now lully recovered gots hs shot.




Josh Veres
Shornstop
510 Semor
Jacksonville, FL

Davey Covey
Pitcher
6-0 Senioe

Scott Fletcher
Conter Feld
S-11 Sendor
Valdosta, GA

Blake Dykes
Pilcher

6-2 Senior
Valdosta, GA

‘E‘nmnhiiimwuﬂummmmm

hmm. lnasiﬁﬁm,mmmm :

complled an overall record of 1164-699, a .625 winning percentage.
unuw-msmmmasmmmmmmm
500. In 1997, he becams only the second NCAA Division [l coach to

win 1000 games, and his 1164 wins are the most among active =

Dhvsion I ooaches. He needs 35 wins tn become the al-time
" Twenty-three of his 35 teams have reached post-season play, and

eight teams, including the 1895 club, have made [t to the mational |

foumament with the 1979 tsam winning the national championship.

AS a result, Thomas has heen the recipient of numerous Incividual

awards and honors. Following the nalional title year, he was namet

National Goach of the Year for NCAA Division 1| by the American &
Baseball Goaches Association. On seven occasions he has been =
named regional coach of the year, once in' V{1969)and E

five times In the NCAR South Atlantic region (1974, 1977, 1779, 1883 &
and 1585) and onca In the South Ceniral region (1995).

The 62-year-0ld Valdosta native received the BS degres from |

Vialdosta State, where he was a four-year letteran In basehall from
muﬂ his career with a .316 batting average. Thomas,

‘nmmmmusrmmawmhsmmln n
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