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I F  THERE ARE DOUBTS ABOUT THE STEPTOE/EDWARDS IN  VITRO 

F E R T IL IZ A T IO N  OF L E SL E Y  BROWN, THEY ARE NOT. BEIN G E X P R E SSE D  HERE© 

THE BARREN FOUN DATION 'S WITHDRAWAL OF AN AWARD TO ST E P T O E  SEEM S 

UNFOUNDED, AND F O O L IS H , TO U. K . O B SE R V E R S.

ST A F FE R S OH THE OLDHAM EVENING CH RO N ICLE, WHO HAVE BEEN 

C LO SEST TO T H IS  STO RY ,  HAVE NO PARTICULAR A FFECTIO N  FOR THE 

RATHER HAUGHTY S T E P T O E , BUT THEY DO MOT DOUBT FOR A SECOND THAT 

STEPTOE/EDWARDS D ID  WHAT THEY S A ID  THEY D ID , NOR DOES ANYBODY 

E L S E  WITH INTIM ATE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SIT U A T IO N .  S T E P T O E  HAS IN S IS T E D  

ALL ALONG, AND I N S IS T S  NOW, THEY S A Y , THAT HE AND EDWARDS HAVE NOT 

REC EIVED  ANY PAYMENT FROM THE P R E S S  FOR TH E IR  STO RY .  ST E P T O E  I S  

EN ROUTE TO AUSTRALIA FOR SOME KIND OF ENGAGEMENT ( THEY DON’ T KNOW 

WHAT, OR WHERE) .  ST E P T O E  WAS QUOTED IN LONDON PA PER S O C T.  3 0 :

" I  HAVE NOT SOLD MY STO RY TO ANYBODY— AND C ERTA IN LY NOT TO THE 

NATIONAL ENQUIRER. "

THE BROWN FA M ILY WAS, IN D EED , P A ID  BY A SSO CIA TED  NEW SPAPERS, 

PROBABLY FAR L E S S  THAN THE POUNDS 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  F IG U R E  WHICH WAS BAND*ED 

ABOUT.  R E L IA B L E  SOURCES THINK I T  WAS ABOUT POUNDS 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  AND 

STEPTOE/EDWARDS D ID N 'T  GET ANY OF I T ,  THEY S A Y . F I L E S  A T THE 

T IN E , WE R EC A LL, NOTED THAT THE REPORTED POUNDS 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  F IG U R E  

WAS UN RELIABLE AMD PROBABLY IN FLA TED .
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THE B IG NEWS TODAY, ON PAGE ONE OF THE D A ILY M A IL , I S  THAT 

A SECOND T E S T -T U B E  BABY BY THE STEPTOE/EDWARDS METHOD I S  DUE TO 

BE BORN ABOUT F E B .  1 4 .  T H IS  IMPENDING BIR TH  WAS REPORTED EA R LIER  

BY THE OLDHAM EVENING CH RON ICLE. THE M O TH ER-TO -BE I S  A SC O TT ISH  

WOMAN, M R S. GRACE MONTGOMERY, 3 2 ,  AND SH E HAD S IM IL A R  TREATMENT 

AT OLDHAM TO THAT WHICH L E S L E Y  BROWN HAD.  IN  F A C T , FOR A B R IE F  

TIM E SH E OCCUPI ED THE BED AT OLDHAM GENERAL WHICH M R S. BROWN HAD 

OCCUPIED.

MRS.  MONTGOMERY HAS NO FALLOPIAN T U B E S .  IN  FEBR U A R Y , 1 9 7 7 ,

MRS .  MONTGOMERY WAS ONE OF SEVERA L WOMEN AT THE STEPTOE/EDWARDS

H O SPITA L WHO HAD EGGS F E R T IL IZ E D  O U TSID E THE WOMB AND THEN REPLACED.  

ALL THE OPERATIONS F A IL E D . LA ST MAY SH E RETURNED TO OLDHAM, AND 

T H IS  TIM E 2 1  WOMEN HAD THE OPERATION .  ONLY M R S. MONTGOMERY’ S  

WAS SU C C E SSFU L * THE D A ILY  M AIL QUOTES M RS* MONTGOMERY, WHOSE 

HUSBAND, J I M ,  I S  AN INSURANCE AGENT:  " I T  WAS HEARTBREAKING WHEN 

ONE BY ONE. THE G IR L S  L E F T . I KNEW T H IS  WAS MY LA ST CHANCE BECAUSE 

I HAD DEVELOPED ANOTHER MEDICAL COMPLICATION.  I DECID ED  I WAS 

GOING TO THINK ( UNDERLINE TH IN K)  PREG N A N T."

AT THE END OF JU LY , WITH EVERYTHING GOING W ELL, M RS.

MONTGOMERY RETURNED TO WORK AS A COOKERY AND CRAFTS TEACHER. THE 

ONLY U PSET S IN C E  THEM HAS BEEN A CONTRACTION LA ST MONTH, THE 

MAIL S A ID , WHICH FRIGHTENED H ER . BUT AFTER A COUPLE OF DAYS IN THE 

H O SP IT A L , SHE WAS WELL AGAIN.  Y ESTER D A Y , L E S S  THAN 2 4  HOURS AFTER 

SEEIN G  AN ULTRASONIC SCAN OF HER HEALTHY B A B Y , SH E S A ID :  " I 

F E E L  GREAT—  BETTER THAN I ’ VE F E L T  FOR Y EA RS.  " THE MAIL C A R R IE S  A 

PAGE ONE P IC T U R E  OF MR.  AND MRS.  MONTGOMERY. M RS. MONTGOMERY SAYS 

SHF. WAS TOLD S I X  YEARS AGO SH E COULD NEVER HAVE A B A B Y . THE 

DAILY MAIL SA YS THE NEWS OF MRS.  MONTGOMERY’ S  PREGNANCY ’ ’ CONFIRMS
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t h a t  t e c h n i q u e  d e v e l o p e d "  b y  s t e p t o e / e d w a r d s  " i s  A BREAK-

THROUGH WHICH W ILL G IV E  THOUSANDS OF C H IL D L E SS WOMEN NEW H O P E ."

THE GUARDIAN,  REPO RTI NG WITHDRAWAL OF THE AWARD BY THE DARREN

FOUNDATION,  SA ID  NO V . 1 EDWARDS S A ID  ST E P T O E  AND HE FU LLY INTEND

TO G IV E  THE FU L L E ST  INFORMATION TO THE MEDICAL AND S C IE N T IF IC  

P R E S S .

S I R  JOHN DEWHURST,  P R E SID E N T  OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF 

O B ST E T R IC IA N S AND G YN A ECO LO G ISTS, TOLD THE GUARDIAN HE THOUGHT 

THERE HAD BEEN NO UNDUE DELAY I n P U B L IS H IN G , S IN C E  THE BABY 

HAD BEEN BORN ONLY THREE MONTHS AGO.

P R O F . JOHN BO B B IN G , PR O FESSO R  OF C H ILD GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

AT MANCHESTER U . ,  S A ID  I T  NORMALLY TOOK ABOUT S I X  MONTHS FOR AN 

A R TIC LE TO APPEAR IN  A LEARNED JO U RN A L. HE S A ID :  " I  WOULD WORRY 

I F  WE D ID  MOT S E T  A PU BLICA TIO N  BY TH E SUMMER, BUT NOT BEFO RE

THEN— THAT ' S  THE TIM E IT  T A K E S ."  OTHER A U T H O R IT IE S  THOUGHT I T  

COULD TAKE EVEN LONGER.

THE T IM E S  QUOTED EDWARDS, " I  THINK THEY ( BARREN FOUNDATION) 

ARE ABSOLUTELY F O O L IS H . " HE S A ID  A S C IE N T IF IC  REPORT WOULD BE 

PU BLISH ED  " I N  THE NEW Y E A R ."  EDWARDS S A ID  " WE ARE NOT GOING

TO P U B L ISH  AT OTHER P E O P L E 'S  BECK AND C A L L . I N THE MED IC A L WORLD 

YOU P U B L ISH  WHEN YOU ARE READY."

OLDHAM SOURCES B E L IE V E  STEPTOE/EDWARDS MAY WANT TO WAIT U N TIL 

AFTER THE SECOND BABY ( M R S. MONTGOMERY'S) I S  BORN.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE LANCET S A ID  I T  HAS HAD NO FURTHER 

COMMUNICATION FROM STEPTOE/EDWARDS S IN C E  TH EIR  AUG. 1 2  L E T T E R ,

AND THE LANCET DOESN' T  KNOW TH EIR  P U B L ISH IN G  IN T E N T IO N S. THE 

LANCET HAS NO REASON TO DOUBT STEPTOE/EDWARDS STA TEM EN TS. THE 

DELAY BETWEEN R E C E IP T  AND PU BLICA TIO N  OF A MANUSCRIPT CAN BE 

BETWEEN TWO AND E IG H T WEEKS.  I F  AN A R T IC L E  I S  URGENT, I T  CAN BE
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BETWEEN TWO AMD E IGHT WEEKS, IF  AN ARTICLE IS  URGENT, IT  CAN BE 

PUBLISHED WITHIN A FORTNIGHT, THE SPOKESMAN SA ID, BUT THIS 

IS  A CONFIDENTIAL MATTER BETWEEN THE AUTHORS AND EDITORS,

DR.  RICHARD BLANDAU IS  UNKNOWN TO SOURCES CONTACTED HERE.  

WE ARE PURSUING FURTHER COMMENT FROM EDWARDS,  AND WILL 

ADVISE.

1306/TAS

ETX :


