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P r. Robert Edwards, 52, m arried w ith  f i v e  daughters, i s  the o th er 
h a lf  o f  the team, He ’ s not ta lk in g  e i t h e r  vacuuming o f  oldham 

f i l e s  produces th is :  A Cambridge p h y s io lo g is t ,  he’ s always 
acknowledged the depth o f  woman's n a tu ra l d e s ire

 

fo r  her own baby. "The d e s ir e  to  have c h ild ren  must be among the
most b as ic  o f  human in s t in c ts ,  and denying i t  can lead  to  con s id erab le  

p sych o lo g ica l and s o c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s , "  he says,
Although Edwards now l i v e s  in  Cambridge, he is  a n a tiv e  

o f  the north , born in  Y o rk sh ire , educated at Manchester C en tra l h igh 
school. He l iv e d  in  Manchester fo r  s e v e ra l yea rs  b e fo re  go ing  to  the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  W ales, in  1944. But in  the same y ea r , he jo in ed  the army, 
spending part o f  h is  s e rv ic e  in  P a le s t in e ,  b e fo re  re tu rn in g
to u n iv e rs ity  in  1948. He go t h is  BSC,
then at edinburgh go t a phd in  animal g en e tic s  and a fu r th e r  d oc to ra te   

from the u n iv e rs ity  o f  Wa le s . l ie ’ s published many research  and rev iew  
papers in  rep rodu ction . His  rep u ta tion  a lso  led  to  work in  the U.S. Oldham 

newspaper f i l e s  say he spent a year a t the C a l i fo r n ia  In s t i tu te  o f  
technology ; then time a t Johns Hopkins, and at the U n iv e rs ity  o f  North 
C aro lina  b r i e f l y .  H is le c tu re s , and assignm ents, f o r  the w orld  h ea lth  
o rga n iza tio n , Unesco, and the planned parenthood fe d e ra t io n , have led  to 
ex ten s ive  t r a v e l.  He stu d ied  a t edinburgh a d  glasgow  u n iv e r s i t ie s ,  and 
the n a tio n a l In s t i tu t e  fo r  m edical research  b e fo re  moving to  Cambridge in  

1963.
 One newspaper story says: "Chances 

to l i v e  and work in  A m e r i c a  do not in t e r e s t  him. He en joys  the 
academic atmosphere o f  Cambridge and has also  thrown him self in to  loca l 
p o lit ic s . From time to tim e, P r . Edwards Has been ca lled  upon to
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defend h is  work w ith  d r. S tep toe . He to ld  the debate on 'fa b r ic a te d  
bab ies : the e th ic s  o f  the new tech no logy  in  
beginn ing l i f e , '  in  Washington (no date g iv e n ) ,  th a t th e ir  work 

was a way o f  p ro v id in g  barren  women w ith  ch ild ren . Throughout th e ir  
experim ents Dr .  Edwards has led  the f i e l d  in  the resea rch  o f  in  v i t r o  

f e r t i l i z a t i o n .  Edwards is  a lso  the m icroscopy e x p e r t ; using a co n tra s t 
m icroscope which can be fo c u s e d  at va riou s  depths o f  f lu id ,  he watched 

the egg and sperm u n ite  and beg in  the c e l l  breakdown— two, fo u r , e ig h t ,
16 and 32— u n t il  a t 64 c e l l s ,  i t  can be reim planted  in to  the mother. One 
ob stac le  which he and Steptoe have both had to  fa c e  i s  the shortage 
o f money fo r  th e ir  resea rch , and when he needed to  tran sport 
f e r t i l i z e d  eggs from Cambridge to  oldham, he cou ld be seen d r iv in g  h is  
car w ith  a ra b b it  in  a box on the p a ssen ge r 's  s e a t— the ra b b it  b e in g  the 
host which ca r r ie d  the f e r t i l i z e d  egg im planted in  i t  to  keep i t  a t the 
r ig h t  tem peratu re." The above was not w r it te n  by a sc ien ce r e p o r te r ,  f y i .

N ote: we’ ve seen th a t s to ry  about the ra b b it  b e in g  u sed , in  s e v e ra l 
newspapers, but no way to  con firm  i t .  I f  u s in g , a t t r ib u te  i t  to  
published rep o r ts . Do not say th a t Mrs. Brown's eggs were tran sported  in  
th is  fa sh ion , because th ere is  no ev idence o f  th a t. 

There i s  no rep o r t  o f  Mrs. Brown's eggs be ing t r ansported at 
a l l .  The assumption is  that the removal o f  eggs , f e r t i l i z a t i o n  and 
re im p lan ta tion  took p lace  in  Oldham, a t Dr. Kershaw 's co ttage  h o s p ita l , 
where s tep to e  d id  much o f  h i s  work. (Oldham General

h o s p ita l,  where Mrs. Brown is  aw a itin g  her baby, and where Dr . S tep toe 
is  con su ltin g  g y n o c o lo g is t , is  about a m ile or so away from Dr. Kershaw 's 
co ttage  h o s p i t a l ) .

The Oldham C h ron ic le , which has had a team o f  re p o r te rs  fo l lo w in g  the 
s to ry , says S tep toe uses " f our p r in c ip a l 
g rou n d -flo o r rooms at the t in y  co tta g e  h o s p ita l in  Royton, known as Dr. 
Kershaw's. H is sec re t rooms s trad d le  a sm all op era tin g  th ea tre  and th e ir  
anonymity is  p ro tec ted  by locked , s l id in g  doors w ith  a red  warning l ig h t  
in  the w a ll above. Two o f  the sm all rooms con ta in  s im p le, y e t  v i t a l ,  
equipment, in c lu d in g  ovens and w eigh ing s ca le s . The w a lls  o f  the op era tin g  
th ea te r , 18 square f e e t ,  are f in is h e d  in  w h ite v it r e o u s  enamel and the 
c e i l in g  i s  green. There is  ve ry  l i t t l e  room fo r  any e x tra  s p e c ia l is t
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equipment. Dr. Kershaw’ s Cottage h o s p ita l was b u i l t  in  the e a r ly  
1900s a fte r  Dr. John Kershaw, who d ied  in  1909, l e f t  in s tru c t io n s  in  

h is  w i l l  that h is  money should be used f o r  the ’ endowment and maintenance 
o f  a h o s p ita l f o r  roy ton  p e o p le . ’ (Royton is  a suburb o f  Oldham).

Kershaw’ s w i l l ,  in c id e n ta l ly ,  a ls o  in s tru c ted  th a t noone o f  
" s o c ia l i s t  ten den c ies" should have any p a rt in  the a d m in is tra tion  o f  the 

h o s p ita l. "The h o s p ita l was handed over to  the lo c a l  cou n c il in  1930 ... 
Apart from  the work which Dr. S tep toe c a r r ie s  out th e re , the h o s p ita l 
is  s t i l l  a co tta ge  h o s p ita l,  used by fa m ily  d octo rs  f o r  r e f e r r a l . "

Although Kershaw 's i s  where Dr. S tep toe d id  h is  work, and where Edwards 
w o r k s  w ith  him when edwards i s  in  oldham, the f a c i l i t i e s  are inadequate 
and steptoe-Edwards hope fo r  a b e t t e r  f a c i l i t y .  Published  s to r ie s  say 
they w i l l  be moving th e ir  work from  there 
soon. Kershaw’ s is   a very  sm a ll, tw o-storey 
h o s p ita l,  construc ted  r e d  b r i ck. on tu r f  la n e , in  Royton . There
are green f i e ld s  around i t .  It was at Kershaw's stories say, Mrs. 

Brown had her eggs removed, f e r t i l i z e d  and 
reim planted .  ____

Oldham General h o s p ita l ,  a lso  red  b r ic k , is  a much la r g e r ,  spraw ling

complex o f  b u ild in g s , one o f  which is  the Marron  m atern ity  

u n it, which houses Mrs. Brown. The back o f  the marron u n it fa c e s  Sheepfoot 
Oldham, a b leak , drab (bu t w ith  very  f r ie n d ly  p eo p le ) town, popu la tion  

227,000, is  an in d u s tr ia l r e v o lu t io n  m i l l  town, now has a m ixture
o f  sm all in d u s tr ie s . The o ld  co tton  m il ls  stand la r g e ly  d isused ,
Oldham is  about e ig h t m iles  from  Manchester, about 200 from  London.

Almost 2,000 years ago the romans b u i l t  one o f  t h e ir  main roads through 
the area , that from manchester to  york . The remains o f  a

saxon settlem ent have been found a t royton . Oldham reached i t s  p in nacle  
as a t e x t i le -b a s e d  area in  the years  b e fo re  w orld  war one. T e x t i le s  
d ec lin ed  and now i t  has

d iv e r s i f ie d  in d u s try , in c lu d in g  m is s i le s ,  p la s t ic s ,  e le c t r o n ic s ,  

end take two. more to  come.


