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Pr. Robert Edwards, 52, married with five daughters, is the other
half of the team, He's not talking either vacuuming of oldham
files produces this: A Cambridge physiologist, he’'s always
acknowledged the depth of woman's natural desire

for her own baby. "The desire to have children must be among the
most basic of human instincts, and denying it can lead to considerable
psychological and social difficulties,” he says,

Although Edwards now lives in Cambridge, he is a native
of the north, born in Yorkshire, educated at Manchester Central high
school. He lived in Manchester for several years before going to the
University of Wales, in 1944. But in the same year, he joined the army,
spending part of his service in Palestine, before returning
to university in 1948. He got his BSC,
then at edinburgh got a phd in animal genetics and a further doctorate
from the university of Wales. |lie’'s published many research and review
papers in reproduction. His reputation also led to work in the U.S. Oldham
newspaper files say he spent a year at the California Institute of
technology; then time at Johns Hopkins, and at the University of North
Carolina briefly. His lectures, and assignments, for the world health
organization, Unesco, and the planned parenthood federation, have led to
extensive travel. He studied at edinburgh ad glasgow universities, and
the national Institute for medical research before moving to Cambridge in
1963.

One newspaper story says: "Chances
to live and work in A m e rica do not interest him. He enjoys the
academic atmosphere of Cambridge and has also thrown himself into local
politics. From time to time, Pr. Edwards Has been called upon to
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defend his work with dr. Steptoe. He told the debate on 'fabricated
babies: the ethics of the new technology in
beginning life," in Washington (no date given), that their work
was a way of providing barren women with children. Throughout their
experiments Dr. Edwards has led the field in the research of in vitro
fertilization. Edwards is also the microscopy expert; using a contrast
microscope which can be focused at various depths of fluid, he watched
the egg and sperm unite and begin the cell breakdown—two, four, eight,
16 and 32—until at 64 cells, it can be reimplanted into the mother. One
obstacle which he and Steptoe have both had to face is the shortage
of money for their research, and when he needed to transport
fertilized eggs from Cambridge to oldham, he could be seen driving his
car with a rabbit in a box on the passenger's seat— the rabbit being the
host which carried the fertilized egg implanted in it to keep it at the
right temperature.” The above was not written by a science reporter, fyi.

Note: we’'ve seen that story about the rabbit being used,in several
newspapers, but no way to confirm it. If using, attribute it to
published reports. Do not say that Mrs. Brown's eggs were transported in
this fashion, because there is no evidence of that.

There is no report of Mrs. Brown's eggs being transported at

all. The assumption is that the removal of eggs, fertilization and
reimplantation took place in Oldham, at Dr. Kershaw's cottage hospital,
where steptoe didin of h is work. (Oldham General

hospital, where Mrs. Brown is awaiting her baby, and where Dr. Steptoe
is consulting gynocologist, is about a mile or so away from Dr. Kershaw's
cottage hospital).

The Oldham Chronicle, which has had a team of reporters following the
story, says Steptoe uses "four principal
ground-floor rooms at the tiny cottage hospital in Royton, known as Dr.
Kershaw's. His secret rooms straddle a small operating theatre and their
anonymity is protected by locked, sliding doors with a red warning light
in the wall above. Two of the small rooms contain simple, yet vital,
equipment, including ovens and weighing scales. The walls of the operating
theater, 18 square feet, are finished in white vitreous enamel and the
ceiling is green. There is very little room for any extra specialist
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equipment. Dr. Kershaw’s Cottage hospital was built in the early
1900s after Dr. John Kershaw, who died in 1909, left instructions in

his will that his money should be used for the ’'endowment and maintenance

of a hospital for royton people.” (Royton is a suburb of Oldham).
Kershaw’'s will, incidentally, also instructed that noone of

"socialist tendencies" should have any part in the administration of the

hospital. "The hospital was handed over to the local council in 1930...

Apart from the work which Dr. Steptoe carries out there, the hospital

is still a cottage hospital, used by family doctors for referral.”

Although Kershaw's is where Dr. Steptoe did his work, and where Edwards
works with him when edwards i s in oldham, the facilities are inadequate
and steptoe-Edwards hope for a better facility. Published stories say

they will be moving their work from there

soon. Kershaw’'s is a very small, two-storey

hospital, constructed red brick. on turf lane, in Royton. There
are green fields around it : It was at Kershaw's stories say, Mrs.

Brown had her eggs removed, fertilized and
reimplanted.

Oldham General hospital, also red brick, is a much larger, sprawling

complex of buildings, one of which is the Marron maternity

unit, which houses Mrs. Brown. The back of the marron unit faces Sheepfoot
Oldham, a bleak, drab (but with very friendly people) town, population
227,000, is an industrial revolution mill town, nowl@m mixture

of small industries. The old cotton mills stand largely disused,

Oldham is about eight miles from Manchester, about 200 from London.

Almost 2,000 years ago the romans built one of their main roads through

the area, that from manchester to york. The remains of a

saxon settlement have been found at royton. Oldham reached its pinnacle

as a textile-based area in the years before world war one. Textiles

declined and now it has

diversified industry, including missiles, plastics, electronics,

end take two. more to come.



