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slug : t e s t  tube baby tk : 3

65, a dapper d resser ,
Dr. S teptoe, 65 /grey -h a ired , sp ecta c led , / is  not 

a poor, stru gglin g  d octor . Sources estim ate h is  annual 
income at upwards o f  40,000 pounds and say i t  cou ld  be con siderab ly  more,

perhaps double that. We have no con firm ation  o f th is  
fig u re . However, he is  w idely regarded as being w e ll -to -d o . I t  i s   
common to hear that Steptoe makes a l o t  o f  money from a b ortion s , which 
are quite le g a l , and th is  week the Oldham evening ch ron ic le  came r ig h t out 
and said so , in  an e d it o r ia l .

Says the Evening C hron icle : "Now that i t ’ s been c re d ib ly  
announced that the w orld ’ s f i r s t  te s t -tu b e  baby i s  not o f f i c i a l l y  due 
u n til august 4 , we hope there w il l  be a c o o l in g -o f f  in  the unwelcome and 
und ign ified  a c t iv it y  which the whole a f fa ir  has a ttra cted . I t  was not 
wrong and i t  was not unnatural that the w orld ’ s p ress  should scramble 
fo r  in fo rma t io n . . . People want to  know, and have a r ig h t  to  be curiou s 
about such th in gs, and i t  i s  the p re ss ’ s duty to  s a t is fy  that c u r io s ity . 
But i t  was surely  a mistake to  try  to  channel 
the s a t is fa c t io n  o f  that c u r io s ity  through one newspaper syn dicate , and 
to  attempt to  charge fo r  the inform ati o n .. . . we have su re ly  reached 
a stage when research o f  th is  k ind, which w i l l  be a boon to in f e r t i l e  
women throughout the c iv i l i z e d  w orld, should be pr op erly  rewarded in 
a seemly fash ion . This was no technique to  be sold  to a nation al 
newspaper in a deal which, however honorable the m otives might have been, 
however r ig h t i t  was that rewards should be commensurate with the 
achievement, would in e v ita b ly , in  the long run, look  to  many people 
sordid and wrong. As i t  was, Mr. Steptoe financed  h is  researches from
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h is private  abortion s. Nothing wrong with th a t, o f  course. There i s  a 
certa in  e th ica l balance about spending money gained from removing 
unwanted babies on g iv in g  in f e r t i l e  women the babies they so desperately  
d es ire . But i t  i s  not the way i t  would have been done in  am erica, say, 
or Germany. The experiments ought to  have been p rop erly  financed by 
an in terested  and forw ard -look in g  government department. And a man o f  
Mr. S tep toe 's  standing in  h is  p ro fe ss io n  should not have needed to  
s e l l  the r ig h ts  in  h is  s tory  to  a f l e e t  s tre e t  newspaper to  gain a 
proper reward, Nor should he have f e l t  i t  necessary to  include h is 
patient and her unborn c h ild  in  a dea l in  which, p rop er ly , he had 
no r ig h ts ."

(Our note: Steptoe-Edwards have denied that they nave signed any 
con tract with associated  newspapers. But ob v iou sly , the evening 
ch ron icle  b e lie v e s  they were behind the parents' sale o f  the r ig h ts  to  associa ted  
newspapers, which they were, and that Steptoe-Edwards s t i l l  intend to 
make money out o f  t h is ,  even i f  the money goes to  th e ir   
research tru st to  fu rth er  th e ir  work. The Evening C hronicle has been 
at odds with Steptoe fo r  some tim e, because Steptoe has not g iven   
th is  lo ca l paper any breaks on the s to ry , and has c r i t i c i z e d  the paper 
fo r  some o f  the accounts i t  has w ritten . Y o u 'l l  r e c a l l  that Steptoe 
asked the press some time ago not to  id e n t i fy  the mother.  
Although a l l  other papers have now named the mother, to  th is  moment 
the oldham evening ch ron ic le  has n o t, i s  s t i l l  r e fe r r in g  to  her 
as "Mrs. X ." )

The evening ch ron ic le  e d it o r ia l  says: "S urely , i t  was fo r  the mother to 
say whether her name and the upbringing o f  her ch ild  would remain a 
secret or become a peep-show fo r  the world. No doubt i f  the mother 
had needed money i t  could e a s ily  have been found by s e l l in g  the commercial 
r ig h ts  to  manufacturers o f  baby foods and baby equipment, much as the 
parents o f  quins or quads do. Then i t  would have been her d ec is ion  and 
her r e s p o n s ib il ity , as i t  ought to  be. I t  cou ld  never have been r ig h t 
fo r  the so le  r ig h ts  in the story  to  be auctioned o f f  to  one newspaper, 
fo r  one th ing, the story  is  and should be the property  o f  the w orld ; and 
fo r  another, there was no way the w orld 's  press would have f e l t  themselves
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obliged  to  honor a deal in  which they had no part. I f  v/e, the oldham 
evening ch ro n ic le , cou ld  beat the world to  the story  la s t  a p r i l ,  without 
a cheque book or even a w allet in our hands, how could the d a ily  mail 
or any other f l e e t  s tree t  newspaper hope to  hold to  themselves a 
property as hot as th is  one? Apparently i t  i s  now decided that a 
press conference w il l  be held  as soon as p o ss ib le  a fte r  the baby 's  
b ir th . The announcement is  not b e fo re  time. Perhaps i t  w i l l  put an 
end to the unseemly behavior which has done nothing but harm to the 
p re s s 's  reputation  as w ell as rather u n fa ir ly , to  that o f  the m edical 
team."

(Regarding abortion s in  B r ita in : the 1967 abortion  act made leg a l 
abortions more f r e e ly  a v a ila b le . The c r i t e r ia  for  such abortion s 
are that to  have the baby would cause the woman p h ysica l and mental 
harm on medical grounds. This has to  be agreed by two d o cto rs , normally 
a G.P. and a consu ltant (such as S teptoe). In law, i t  i s  considered 
too la te  to  have an abortion  a fte r  28 weeks, and a government-sponsored 
committee has recommended that th is  lim it  be reduced to 24 weeks. The 
average rate fo r  a p riva te  abortion  is  about 180 pounds. Sources say 
that over the years Steptoe has been approached by hundreds o f  women 
to perform a b ortion s , and i t s  a known f act that he does i t ,  and why 
not, because i t  is  p e r f e c t ly  le g a l. He does them at oldham and d is t r i c t  
general h o sp ita l, where Mrs. Brown is  to  have her baby. Check tk
on th a t).

The Old ham evening ch ro n ic le  says that what 
makes s te p to e 's  breakthrough "even more o f an achievement 
was the fa c t  he was working v ir tu a lly  on a sh oe -s tr in g  budget."  
consultant gyn a ecolog ist at oldham General u n t il  h is  o f f i c i a l  
retirem ent from the national health  serv ice  ju st two months ago, Steptoe 

 is  continuing to  work and w il l  not sever h is  lin k s 
with h osp ita ls  in oldham u n til Mrs. Brown's baby is  born, newspapers 
report. And maybe he w il l  continue a fte r  that. Says  the 
NHS area health  adm in istrator: "We consider h is  work to  be very important. 
I t  cannot be ended ju st because he is  65 ."

Nobody knows whether Mrs . Brown is  paying S teptoe , fo r   h is  work 
with her. Sources doubt i t .  But o f  course he does c o l l e c t

from p rivate  patien ts
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The NHS has stated that Mrs. Brown is  e n t it le d  to  NHS f a c i l i t i e s .  The 
NHS has said that as fa r  as the health  serv ice  i s  concerned, i t s  
ob lig a tion  is  to  render every medical assistan ce  to  bring  th is  unique 
b ir th  to a su ccessfu l c o n c lu s io n , "but we are in  no way committed 
to involv ing  ourselves in  the p u b lic ity  or the mundane m aterial problem 
o f  finance being paid by a newspaper fo r  e x c lu s iv it y ."

Newspaper report Steptoe has always had the repu tation  as a 
h ig h ly -sk ille d  surgeon with a voracious appetite  f o r  work. A wartime 
surgeon L t.-C dr. in  the roya l naval volunteer reserv e , Steptoe took 
up h is consultancy in  Oldham in  1951. He and his w ife , Sheena, arrived  
two years af te r  the b ir th  o f th e ir  second c h i ld , sarah Joanna. The
step toes , now grandparents, a lso  have an o lder  son.

Nobody seems to  know anything about the son. 
Steptoe was c h ie f  a ss ista n t o b s te tr ic ia n  and gy n a eco log is t at the 
W hittington h osp ita l group, S ta ffo rd sh ire , b e fore  moving to oldham.
Steptoe argued long and hard fo r  a fam ily  planning c l in ic  to  be set up 

 
in  Oldham in the la te  1950s, in  1964 presented a paper to  the f i r s t  
in tern ation a l symposium o f  g yn a eco log ica l endoscopy at Palermo, I ta ly , 

two years la te r  led  a team o f  d o cto rs , p a th o lo g is ts , 
techn icians and photographers in  Oldham in  making an 18-minute c o lo r  
f i lm  about ce rv ica l cancer.

The evening ch ron icle  rep orts  i t  was in  the la te  f i f t i e s  that Steptoe 
became a v id ly  in terested  in the fa ce t  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  that was to  consume 
the re s t  o f  his  l i f e ,  but " i t  w asn 't u n t il  the m id -s ix t ie s  that he  
gave the f i r s t  h int o f the holy  g r a i l  he was se e k in g ." Wr it in g  in  the 
B r it ish  commonwealth  journal o f  o b s te t r ic s  and gynaecology, he
sa id : "Laparoscopy is  an e sse n tia l technique to  be used when ordinary 
c l in i c a l  methods f a i l .  In he f i e ld  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  
laparoscopy can be the most important fa c to r  and indeed the only 
method o f  accurately  assessing ce rta in  fa c t o r s . "  The 
laparoscopy technique was introduced to  the gynaecology unti at 
oldham general by Steptoe in  1960, the  ch ron ic le  rep orts .
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At v ir tu a lly  every stage o f   S tep toe ' s research , 
there were fa i lu r e s ,  com plica tions and d e la ys , but h e 's  said to have 
gran ite ded ication ,  A p ro fe sso r  at Manchester U niversity  was 
quoted: " I t  i s  remarkable that th is  work has been produced from an 
extremely busy center o f  gyn a eco log ica l  surgery, when a le sse r  
man than Mr, Steptoe might w ell have bec ome engrossed in a c t iv i t ie s  
of a purely routine nature,  One o f  S teptoe ' s 
former re g is tra rs  was quoted: "He has th is  m agnificent obsession  that 
he w il l  crack th is  problem and nothing w il l  stop him ."

The ch ron ic le  quoted th is  man as 
  saying Steptoe cares about peop le , "he wants to  solve 

their problem s; he wants the day to  come when every woman can have her 
own ch ild . That is  why he does not see any con tra d ict ion  between the 
fa c t  that so much o f  the finance necessary fo r  h is  research  in to  the 
crea tion  o f  l i f e  comes from p riva te  abortion s. "

In 19G5, there were rumors that S teptoe ' s growing d is t in c t io n  
had led to new o f fe r s  and that he would be leaving the h o s p ita l. Steptoe 
denied i t ,  Two years la te r  h is  book, "laparoscopy in  Gynaecology" was 
published, revea lin g  the depth of  h is  e igh t-y ea r  resea rch in to  
in f e r t i l i t y .  Then on Feb. 13, 1969, i t  was announced that Steptoe
and h is  cambridge s c ie n t is t  co llea g u e , edwards, and a team at c ambridge 
u n iv ers ity , had f e r t i l i z e d  a human egg with male sperm ou tside  a woman's 
body. Immediately, the erperiem nts were condemned by c church sta lw arts 
as v io la t in g  natural law and being immoral, w hile h is  routine abortion  
operations a lso  confused peop le— a man crea tin g  l i f e  on one hand, but 
destroying i t  on the oth er . In may, 1969, Steptoe was given an 
award fo r  h is  p ioneering work in laparoscopy, by the fe llow sh ip  o f  
post-graduate m edicine. A fe llo w  consultant was quoted: " I d o n 't  
know how he does i t .  Not only does he work harder in  the h osp ita l 
than anyone e ls e , but he is  con stan tly  involved  in  the adm inistrative and 
committee sides o f  the job . I t 's  l ik e  watching a w o r ld -c la ss  f o o t b a l l e r . . .  
he always seems to have time to  co n tro l the MM b a l l ,  t o t a l  command o f  what 
he is  doing, and an a b i l i t y  to  move at f u l l  speed without seeming to 
ru sh ."
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The evening ch ron ic le  says "during h is own medical
career, Mr. Steptoe has on two occa sion s found h im self on the wrong
end o f  a d o c to r 's  stethoscope. In 1954, he escaped with minor in ju r ie s
a fte r  a head-on c o l l i s i o n  near northampton while d riv in g  to  c o l l e c t
h is w ife , and more re ce n tly  when he had two p la s t ic  jo in ts  in serted  in
p la s t ic  h ips. 
No explanation given why he needed the operation . Seeking exp lanation .

Steptoe is   described  as an impeccable d resser , en joys
watching c r ic k e t , and is  an accomplished orga n ist.  A 1955 c l ip  says
Steptoe gave a r e c i t a l  a fte r   evensong at a lo c a l  church,
playing choral preludes, and bach.   

    

The evening ch ro n ic le , w hile not repeat not saying that Steptoe 
charges fo r  h is  t e s t  tube opera tion , rep orts  "the p r ice  o f  a 

test-tu b e  baby i s  around £2,000. That’ s one co n su lta n t 's  estimated 
cost fo r  a woman having the implant done p r iv a te ly  and a l l  subsequent 
treatment u n til the day the baby is  b o rn ."

a s q u ie t ,
Mrs. Brown is  described  in published reports /asquiet shy, and sometimes

depressed and weepy in the h o s p ita l , spending  her time making 
phone c a l ls ,  doing p u zz les , crosswords and k n itt in g . She l ik e s  p o lo  mints, 
a mint candy, and chews gum. Steptoe discouraged c ig a re tte  s smoking, but 
the lo ca l paper says "that apparently d id n 't  stop her en joying 
the odd secret c ig a r e t t e ."  The evening ch ron ic le  rep orts  that "a t one 
time she was very w orried because her baby seemed undersized in r e la t io n   
to the number o f  weeks o f  her pregnancy. But these fe a rs  were a llayed  
after she ta lked to  other p a t ie n ts ."  The evening 
ch ron icle  describes her as " f iv e  fe e t  f iv e   inches t a l l  and w e ll -  
b u i l t ,  with pretty  d o l l - l ik e  fe a tu re s , sh ort, m ousey-colored h a ir , cut 
in a page-boy s ty le . She o ften  lounges in  an easy ch a ir   

 in  her room, wearing a brown and white s tr ip e d , z ip -u p , 
b e ll-s le e v e d  housecoat. She eats ordinary h o sp ita l fo o d . A ty p ica l 
breakfast would be cerea l fo llow ed  by suasage and bacon, or haddock, 
and lunch was usually a choice  o f b ra ised  steak , or steak and kidney p ie 
with mashed p ota toes , fo llow ed  by f r u i t  t a r t ,  a milk pudding or sponge
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and custard, washed down with tea  or c o f f e e . . . .  her room is  painted 
turquoise  b lu e , w ith a cream c e i l in g ,  and a deep cream v in y l f l o o r  
cover ing with brown and red speck les. I r o n ic a l ly ,  the woman who i s  so 
desperate fo r  a ch ild  o f  her own, ov erlook s , from her fo u r th - f lo o r  
vantage p o in t, the ch ild re n ’ s u n it op p os ite , com plete with i t s  g a ily  
co lored  swings and roundabouts.” Mr s . Brown is  s a id to have a TV and 
radio in her room, so she ’ s aware o f  the press c ir cu s  that i s  g o ing on.

The process by which Mrs. Brown became pregnant took a decade to 
p e r fe c t ,  "making the d e lic a te  instrum ent, the f o l l i c l e  

a sp ira tor , used to gen tly  suck the egg from i t s  f o l l i c l e  bed, 
mirror con d ition s ou tside the womb to those in s id e , and gauge 
exa ctly  the r igh t time to  reim plant the oocyte (egg ) in to  the u terine 

ca v ity  where i t  w i l l  h op efu lly  take hold  and begin  to  
d eve lop ," o n e  r e p o r t e d  n o t e d .  "As w ell as being the normal 
meeting place o f  sperm and egg, the tubes are a c tu a lly  resp on sib le  fo r  the 
su rvival and maintenance of the f e r t i l i z e d  egg during the three days i t  
takes to  reach the u terine ca v ity , During the jo u r n e y ,  the e g g .. .  gathers 
i t s  nourishment from the h igh ly  sp e c ia lize d  c e l l s  along the tubal 
passageway.. .  i t  is  th is  days-long journey that Steptoe must m irror outside 
the womb as the egg begins i t s  l i f e  in  t h e . . .p h ia l  where i t  is  
f e r t i l i z e d .  One o f the major problems is  g ettin g  an egg the r ig h t s ize  
and su itab le f or f e r t i l i z a t i o n . ..  Steptoe can see in to  the p a t ie n t ’ s body 
by using a method he has worked with fo r  20 years , la p a roscop y .. .  the 
patien t is  given a general anaesthetic and gas i s  introduced in to  the 
abdomen to  separate organs to  g ive fr e e  space f o r  exam ination. General 
anaesthetic i s  important as the p atien t must have complete muscle 
re la xa tion  and co n tro lle d  v e n t ila t io n  during oocyte  r e co v e ry .. . the ovaries 
are manipulated by grasping fo rcep s  and the a sp ira tor  c o l l e c t s  the contents 
o f  the f o l l i c l e .  Gentle su ction  is  used to  draw the egg from i t s  f o l l i c l e  
bed. Very l i t t l e  b leed in g  occu rs. The whole procedure takes about 20 
m inutes.. .  edwards watches the eggs forming in the v it r o  so lu tio n  as 
the c e l l s  break down. The sequence develops from two to  fou r to  e igh t to 
16 and to  32. At th is  stage and at 64 the embryo can be squ irted  back 
into the womb. The ultim ate 6 4 -c e l l  breakdown was f in a l ly  developed in 
1972," said th is  re p o r t , which ran in  the  oldham evening 
ch ron icle .
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The h osp ita l s ta ll  is  reported  to  he running " a  s w e e p s t a k e s  o n
the date o f  b ir th ."

Asked how Mrs. Brown i s ,  a nurse to ld  a manchester paper: "She ju st  
fe e ls  lik e  any other m other-to-be : t i r e d ,  fed  up and f a t . "

The Chronicle says the implant in  Mrs. Brown was la te  O ctober, 
rather than  November,  as some rep orts   have i t .

In a lancet a r t i c le  in 1976, steptoe-edw ards reported  they made a 
woman pregnant with an egg f e r t i l i z e d  ou tside  the body, but the embryo 
died a fte r  ten weeks. The woman, not named, was 35 and became pregant i n 
1974 through the process developed by steptoe-edw ards. The pregnancy  
fa i le d  because the developing embryo fa i le d  to  s e t t le  properly  in  the 
womb, but blocked the ov id u ct, the passage down which the eggs tra v e l 
from ovary to  womb. Steptoe-edwards sa id : "Our observation s 
provide the f i r s t  documented evidence that human empryos cu ltu red  outside 
the human body fo r  fou r and a h a lf  days are capable o f  im p lantation ."

C uriously, although the impending b ir th  by mr s. brown i s
sensational news in  B rita in  and

 

abroad, fo r  the most part people in  Oldham are not e x c ite d  (apart from  the 
p ress ). This i s  because the work o f  Steptoe-edwards has been going on 
so long, and has been ch ron icled  so o ften  in the lo c a l  papers, that 
Oldham people are used to  i t .  Their re a ctio n  to mrs. Brown's impending 
d e liv ery  i s ,  "That’ s n ic e , but l e t ’ s wait u n t il  i t  happens and see i f  
everything turns out a l l  r ig h t ."

In November, 1977, i t  was reported  that up to  that time Steptoe 
had tr ie d  embryo tra n sfer  on 36 women. On July 11, th is  year, the 
D aily Express reported  that between 80 to  100 women had had im plants, out 
of about 400 women he has  trea ted .  in 

Sources here know o f  no other women p resen tly  
waiting to  g ive b ir th , other than Mrs. Brown.  Whether there are other 
su ccessfu l, early-term  pregnancies, i s  not known.

According to  a report in  the evening c h r o n ic le , Steptoe underwent 
 "a  su ccessfu l operation  fo r  an a r t h r it ic  hip la s t  year (1977)." 

presumabky, th is  was the operation  they re fe rred  to in  another 
story , the one saying he had two p la s t ic  jo in ts  in serted  in p l a s t ic  h ips.
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Just la s t  month (Ju n e), papers reported  that a sen ior  medical 
researcher had c a lle d  f o r  a h a lt to  work on te s t  tube b a b ies . Dr, 
ronald barnes, head o f  the ebryology and fo e t a l  development d iv is io n  
o f  the c l in i c a l  research  center in M iddlesex, sa id  he had stopped 
h is research work in to  producing mice and ra b b it embryos in  the lab 
because o f  abnorm alities in the animal pregnancies. Said Barnes: "We 
have chosen to look at the animal model, which is  the sen s ib le  way to  look 
at th is , I am concerned  because we got so many red l ig h ts  in the 
fin d in gs we have had so fa r  in respect o f  mice and r a b b its ,"  (S teptoe

sa id  he had no comment  
Dr. Barnes sa id : " I am concerned about what has been going on with the 

human te s t  tube b a b ies— very l i t t l e  has been published in  s c ie n t i f i c  
jou rn a ls. . .  U ntil such times as in  v it r o  f e r t i l i z a t io n  is  proved to  be 
sale in  animals, I suggest that to  use th is  procedure in  humans is  unwise," 
Barnes l is t e d  the dangers he had observed in h is experim ents: increased  
chances o f  imperf e c t  eggs, m icro-organ ic in fe c t io n  o f  the f e r t i l i z e d  egg,

increased r is k  o f  chromosomal abnorm alities and t he chance that n atu re 's  
fa i l - s a fe  mechanism— which might abort an abnormal embryo—might not work 
fo r  the a r t i f i c a l l y  f e r t i l i z e d  egg,

  in  new york
The del z io  versus Dr. Vande W iele case in new york is g e tt in g  b ig  p lay in 

b r it is h  newspapers, t ie d  in  with the Brown pregnancy.
In 1971, Steptoe was quoted in  b r i t i s h  p ress : "We are not in  a 

race to beat the americans to  a te s t  tube b a b y ,"
In 1972, Steptoe won an ita l ia n  award fo r  producing and d ire ct in g  

a f i lm , "Operative Laparoscopy in G ynaecology," which  showed h is 
technique fo r  exp lorin g  the abdomen. I t  was made at oldham h o sp ita l.

An in teres tin g  in d ica tio n  that Steptoe a l l  along has planned 
to p u b lic ize  th e ir  work through a commercial agency is  

given in a le t t e r  to  the assistan t news e d ito r  o f  the Oldham 
evening ch ro n ic le , seen in th e ir  f i l es,  Steptoe wrote May 26, 1978: " I  am 
sorry that I cannot allow  any story  o f  any kind to be c o l le c t e d  from the 
medical and nursing team in  our work. I f  even tu ally  there w il l  be any 
story , p ic tu res  and t e le v is io n  r ig h ts  re lea sed  they w i l l  be done through



ten

an agency and you w il l  have to d ir e c t  a l l  your queries to  them and make 
any o f fe r s  to  them fo r  m ateria l. Your e d ito r  w il l  he informed in  due 
course o f  the name and address o f  the agency." updating as in d ica ted .

end oldham f i l e .

Latest " scoop" from the h o s p ita l : The "sun” cla im s, "a ccord in g  to the 
s t a f f  at the h o s p ita l ,"  that " lo r r y  d r iv er  g i lb e r t  
brown w il l  w itness the b ir th  o f  the century. (He' s)  asked d octors  i f  
he can be in  the opera tin g   th eater" when h is  w ife  g ives  
b ir th . Steptoe has agreed to  the requ est, the story  cla im s.

updating as in d ica ted . end o l dham f i l e .


