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Option 1 (For use when the survey asks non-sensitive questions): 
 

You are being asked to participate in a research project involving interviews, entitled “The Impact of Peer 
Mentoring on Persistence and Retention at a Technical College,” which is being conducted by Wade Mark 
Andrews, a student at Valdosta State University. The interview is anonymous. No one, including the 
researcher, will be able to associate your responses with your identity. Your participation is voluntary. 
You may choose not to participate in the interview, to stop responding at any time, or to skip any 
questions that you do not want to answer. You must be at least 18 years of age to participate in my 
study. Your completion of the interview serves as your voluntary agreement to participate in this 
research project and your certification that you are 18 or older. 

 

Questions regarding the purpose or procedures of the research should be directed to Wade Mark 
Andrews at 678-603-9388 or wmandrews@valdosta.edu. My study has been exempted from Institutional 
Review Board (IRB) review in accordance with Federal regulations. The IRB, a university committee 
established by Federal law, is responsible for protecting the rights and welfare of research participants. If 
you have concerns or questions about your rights as a research participant, you may contact the IRB 
Administrator at 229-259-5045 or irb@valdosta.edu. 

 
 

NOTES TO RESEARCHER: If you are administering the survey via the Internet, make sure that the software 
parameters are set to allow participants to skip questions. If you will be making the research results 
available on a website, you may inform the participant of where and when the results will be posted. Do 
not instruct the participant to provide his/her name and mailing or email address on any survey 
documents or suggest any other method of requesting research results that destroys the participant’s 
anonymity. If you will be mailing the results to the participants, provide them with a blank envelope on 
which they may write their name and address. Collect these envelopes separately from completed surveys 
so that survey responses cannot be linked to identities. 

VSU MODEL CONSENT STATEMENT FOR ANONYMOUS SURVEY RESEARCH 

Instructions: This model consent statement is intended to serve as a guide for addressing informed 
consent requirements for anonymous survey research. This statement may be modified as appropriate 
for your research project but must include all the components of consent included in the model. A 
consent statement should be used in a cover letter or instructions page, placed at the top of a survey 
instrument, or included in a welcome page for a web-based survey. It may also be read as a script in a 
group survey situation. Use Option 1 as a model for surveys that do not ask sensitive questions. Use 
Option 2 as a model, and provide additional explanation if necessary, if questions that participants might 
find embarrassing or briefly upsetting or might cause recall of trauma and/or result in more than brief 
and/or serious emotional distress. Do not ask the participant to sign this statement. 













   




