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NEWS

VSU first-year enrollment increases
After a halt-decade of decline, VSU sees gain 1n students

The Spectator | www.vsuspectator.com

KNOW?

Page 3

The Spectator was formerly named
the “Campus Canopy.” Its title was
changed to “The Spectator” in 1970.

DID YOU

Ryan Sulski
(ORRESPONDENT
risulski@valdosta.edu

VSU enrollment is
increasing, largely due to
newer marketing tech-
niques and nearby states
being offered in-state tu-
ition, according to Interim
President Dr. Kelli Brown.
She estimated a 4.3 percent
increase in freshmen enroll-
ment from a year ago.

Dr. Brown said VSU’s
current enrollment range
is where the school hopes
to stay.

“I think 13,200 looks
good; that’s a number that
we know works well for
us,” Dr. Brown said.

VSU had experienced an
enrollment decline since
2011, which left the school
looking for new avenues
to stop the bleeding. The
university saw a total en-
rollment drop from 13,200
to just over 11,000 in that
time.

Leading the movement
is Director of Admissions
Tee Mitchell. With a career
background at Middle
Georgia State College,
where he helped increase
enrollment by 73 percent,
Mitchell has big plans for
VSU.

Mitchell describes VSU

as a very favorable working
environment.

“Out of all the enroll-
ment management teams
I have ever been a part
of, this is by far the most
dedicated management
staff I’ve been a part of,”
he said. “(We have a) very
supportive faculty here.

“It’s not just admis-
sions that takes students in
and retains them; it takes
a village. It starts at the
top with the president Dr.
Brown and her vision of the
institution and that just has
a trickledown effect to the
next level, which is faculty,
admissions, registers office
and financial aid.”

Dr. Brown said she hopes
to mold VSU into an in-
stitution with a strong per-
sonal connection between
teacher and student. An in-
stitution where the faculty
takes an interest into each
student individually and
uniquely helps each student
succeed.

“We see you struggling
and find out that you have
two jobs, how do we help
you be successful ... so you
can graduate and move on,”
Dr. Brown said.

Mitchell carries the same
aspirations in mind with
hopes of VSU becoming
the best mid-sized univer-

sity in the region. He said
it has all the amenities of

a big university, specifi-
cally mentioning athlet-
ics, intermural and Greek
life, while adding that the
school is small enough that
students aren’t considered
just another number.

Mitchell said he plans
on taking advantage of
this being the first full year
of VSU offering in-state
tuition to Florida, South
Carolina and Alabama, in
order to accomplish that
goal.

“If we could get to
13,000 in the next 5-10
years it would be quite a
feat,” Mitchell said.

Their primary recruit-
ment effort is the use of
buying the names from the
College Board of anyone
who meets the SAT require-
ment of VSU.

Wscribed another one of
their many approaches: the
V-State Experience.

“V-State experience
events are where we take
our open house on the road
... alot of students can’t
make it to our on-campus
open houses ... we take
staff from every depart-
ment and present in front
of students from different
schools in local states. At
the end of the presenta-

President Brown visits SGA

Kyle Dawson
Seorrs Epior
kkdawson@valdosta.edu

SGA held their third meeting of
the semester on Sept. 12, in which
VSU Interim President Dr. Kelli
Brown was in attendance and
helped to induct six new freshmen
into the senate.

Dr. Brown, who was the presi-
dent of her grad student associa-
tion while getting her master’s
degree, said SGA is a perfect
place for students to have their
voice heard.

“SGA is very important from
a leadership perspective,” Dr.
Brown said. “Students can gain
their leadership skills either
through being a senator or an
elected officer or heading up
committees. Those leadership
skills can be read about in books,
but here students can actually put
them in play. This is a great kind
of a playground or sand box for
students.”

Brown said that everyone on
campus must work together to
make the university thrive.

“When we think about shared
governors on campus, we think
about faculty, staff and students,”
Dr. Brown said. “They’re all very
critical, so we need to have all
folks involved in the shared gov-

ernors process and that’s the role
that student government plays.”

SGA president Maya Mapp
talked about an upcoming com-
munity service project SGA will
sponsor regarding the upcoming
election. At the end of October,
SGA members will help work the
polls in Lowndes County. Former
VSU SGA vice-president Nick
Buford will be coming to train
current SGA members on how to
help at the polls.

Later in the meeting, Mapp
encouraged the senators and ev-
eryone else in attendance to visit
Blazer Sports Grille, which has
changed its meal exchange hours
from seven to midnight to five to
midnight.

Vice President Othellius Cato
then spoke about the upcom-
ing SGA retreat. The retreat,
which will help SGA come
closer together and to grow as an
organization, will include a trip
to CORE Outdoors’ challenge
course.

Comptroller Erin Shaw then
talked about some scholarships
that SGA is sponsoring. The sen-
ate voted to give $75 to contrib-
ute to scholarships in the future.

The next SGA meeting will
be Sept. 19, at 8§ p.m. in Student
Union meeting room one.

tion potential students can
go around to the different

tables for each department
and ask questions relating
to the major they are inter-
ested in.”

VSU’s out-of-state ben-
efits have made a positive
impression on students.

“A lot of people from my
high school look at VSU
as an option because it’s
a good school and it’s the
perfect size,” said Ashleigh
Corbett, an incoming
freshman from Live Oak,
Florida, who is taking ad-
vantage of the new in-state
benefit.

VSU suffered a roughly
10 percent decline in fresh-
man enrollment a year ago,
but has rebounded with an
almost five percent bump
this year following the
revamped marketing and
out-of-state tuition drops.

Dr. Vince Miller, the new
Vice President for Student
Affairs, told The Spectator
earlier this month that VSU
has “potential” and the
university’s recent strug-
gles) trace back to a lack of
permanent leadership. He
said rather than VSU doing
anything wrong, the univer-
sity has “lost momentum”
due to the instability.

VSU has new leadership
once again, but Dr. Miller

Mayah Cantave/THE SPECTATOR

VSU saw a decline in enrollment from Fall 2011 to Fall
2015. 2016 has reversed that trend. Official numbers will be
released Oct 7.

the permanent president’s
position.

said he believes the group
in place will continue turn-
ing the tide. The school
has solidified most of its
administration, except for
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Meet the candidates

VSU hosts local politicians for upcoming race

Blake Clark

Phorto Epitor

blaclark@valdosta.edu

Local politicians, students and community members
gather for an open forum “Meet the Candidates” hosted
by Valdosta State University’s, Young Democrats and
Lowndes County Democratic Party. Democrats and
Republicans running for local office in the upcoming
race were given six minutes each to discuss political
philosophy, campaign pledges and commitments, as well
as, life histories and aspirations. The event was hosted in
the Auditorium (room 1101) of the Baily Science Center.
Young Democrats of VSU are organizing voter registra-
tion drives on campus until the deadline on October 11.
Contact Kaitlyn Hardy, president of Young Democrats of
VSU for more information at khardy@valdosta.edu.
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Our point of view...

VSU shouldn’t forget
current students

It might be time for VSYOU to take a backseat to VSUS.

The 2015-2016 school year saw the beginnings of the VSYOU
advertisement campaign, and this year enrollment is set to reap the
benefits. The campaign has produced an almost 5 percent increase
in freshman enrollment from last year, with majors such as com-
munications, math and accounting seeing the biggest growth since
its implementation.

After years of decline and a large faculty lay-off, a rise in enroll-
ment seems like a ray of sunshine for our college. The campaign
seems to be going in the right direction, but compared to 2011
enrollment, which peaked at over 13,000 students, Valdosta State
could stand to bring in even more students than it did.

As a side effect of the drop in enrollment, Valdosta State seems
to have become obsessed with raising numbers, which, while im-
portant, shouldn’t be the goal of a learning institution.

More and more these days, college education seems to have
become a business like any other, instead of an opportunity to learn
and explore. The VSYOU campaign, too, seems to leave out cur-
rent students in favor of attracting more freshmen.

Enrollment numbers are what keep the university afloat, but the
disconnect between current students and the administration, prob-
ably due to the extended search for a permanent president, cannot
be ignored.

Some facets of the campaign are great. Dropping out-of-state
charges for our neighboring states has increased enrollment, and
the focus on the individual student’s experience is an important part
of the small class sizes VSU has to offer, but Valdosta State cannot
ignore current students.

The truth is, students trust each other when it comes to college. If
current students are happy with their experience at Valdosta State,
they will recommend the college to younger, prospective students.
The same goes for unhappy students.

The new intramural turf field is a great part of retention ef-
forts, but the idea for the $365,000 upgrade didn’t come from the
right place. While studies might show that students involved in
intramurals are more likely to stick with their college, only 1,550
students out of 11,302 participated in intramural sports last year.
That’s roughly one in 10 students. What about what the other nine
students want?

Sometimes, it seems like the VSYOU experience stops after ad-
mission. Shouldn’t ideas about how to improve the campus come
from the people who use it most? In the end, students fund the
college, and if an individualized experience is what Valdosta State
is trying to provide, the administration has to stop over-looking the
opinions of the students.

Administrators, listen to what the current students have to say
about their experience. Our education is not a business deal or an
ad campaign. Invest in the current student body because students
are the voice of a university and an overlooked resource when
it comes to recruitment. Consider holding an open forum every
month for students to voice their opinions, or doing something
as simple as emailing surveys to current students to find out what
changes they would like to see in the university before spending
more money.

Students, don’t be afraid to speak up. This is our college and its
reputation, enrollment numbers, and strength of programs are what
give our degrees merit. Try to see the administrators as a group of
people here to make the college the best it can be for everyone.
Don’t be afraid to ask for more transparency.

A little more transparency and a little more unity could be all it
takes for retention and enrollment rates to skyrocket at Valdosta
State.

This editorial was written by a member of the editorial staff and
expresses the general opinion of The Spectator.

MCTCAMPUS

Islamic community building cemetery

Newton County residents not yet ready for Muslim mosque

Hunter Terrell
CIRCULATION MANAGER
hiterrell@valdosta.edu

Outside of the Atlanta area in
Newton County, Islamic commu-
nity leaders purchased land with
the hopes of building a Muslim
Mosque and Cemetery.

The Al Maad Al Islami mosque
located in Doraville bought a
total of 135 acres last year and re-
ceived a county permit for a place
of worship. When an engineer
hired by the mosque met with
county development, word spread
across town attracting national
attention.

The undeveloped land was
inexpensive at $675,000, and
located across the street from a
Baptist church and cemetery.

The Mosque was approved by
the county’s zoning department
under current regulations which
allow for a place of worship.

In early August, Newton Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners held
a public forum. Over 500 people
filled the Commission headquar-
ters. Many residents shared their
“concerns” with the construction
of the Muslim community.

One man expressed his fear of
unsanitary water due to the Mus-
lim tradition of bury deceased
unembalmed.

Others had concerns of prop-
erty values, traffic congestion and
noise from the mosque.

Even a Facebook page was
created “STOP the Mosque

Newton County Ga.” which now
has over a 1,000 likes—it is clear
the Mosque is receiving harsh
criticism.

Many residents reacted angrily
to the news and demanded the
county commission put a stop to
the project immediately.

Many
residents
reacted angrily
to the news
and demanded
the county
commission
put a stop to
the project
immediately.

Furthermore, a five-week mora-
torium was put on the new place
of worship.

Newton County native Taylor
Gray, junior (major), sees things
going bad before they get worse.
“I don’t know what to expect in
the next year,” she said “Newton
County is not really a culturally
diverse area, so I don’t know why

they decided to build there. Per-
sonally, I have religious tolerance
but people who live and have
always lived in Newton County,
generally do not. I hope they can
withstand all the hate and unnec-
essary hardships they are going
to experience, but I think they
should be prepared.”

Mohammad Islam is the imam
of Al Maad Al Islami. He said
he expected some pushback, but
was surprised by the intensity in
which people reacted.

Islam said his organization
was planning a cemetery and
a “simple” mosque on the site.
Eventually, Islam said, the con-
gregation would like to build a
park, residences and possibly a
school.

Controversy is still on the
rise, as Gray said some friends
from back home told her “even
a peaceful protest was held on
9/11.” Al Maad Al Islami still has
hope to begin construction within
the year.

Being from Newton County, |
know that the mosque is going to
experience more than the expect-
ed hardships. Newton County is
mostly filled with old-fashioned,
God fearing middle class citizens.

Unfortunately, Newton County
is not prepared for the changes
that are to come with this.

I hope that my community will
prove me wrong and will exem-
plify the religious and cultural
tolerance, as well as offer respect
the church deserves.
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A mobile games to pass the boredom away

by Evelyn Dunn | Staff Writer

Page 9

According to MentalFloss,
in April of 1939, the first-
ever regularly scheduled

television broadcast began.

DID YOU

Monument Valley
Type: Puzzle

Hay Day

Type: Simulation

A game of optical illusions that
requires players to physically
move maps around to make a
pathway for their character. The
geometrically aesthetic maps are
pleasing to the eye and have
players really think in order to go
through and solve the puzzles to
finish the game. There are myster-
ies, and the walkthrough is fun
and interactive. This game is great
for brain stimulation and relieving
boredom.

An adventure game that simu-
lates farm life. The objective of
the game is to take care of your
farm enough so that you can
level up and expand. You can
unlock items such as new
animals, more production sites,
and decorations for your farm.
Players can connect with other
players from Facebook and play
in competitions with neighbor-
hood teams.

Clash of Clans

Type: Strategy

Cut the Rope

Type: Puzzle

A puzzle game that has been
around for a while and offers an
addicting experience. The game is
physics/chemistry based, where
the goal is to have the little green
monster get to his candy by using
your finger to cut the ropein a
way that drops it into its mouth.
You need to get a certain amount
of stars/score for each level to
move on. It's suitable for multiple
platforms and devices.

An adventure strategy game that
requires players build a town out
of resources, train troops and
attack neighboring towns to gain
money or gold. Players team up
to fight other clans and partici-
pate in “Clan Wars.” This way
players can interact with each
other by trading resources and
troops. This game is great for
people who like to wrap their

heads around strategy.

YouTube deletes longtime users

Censorship and demonetization of content causes issues

Kimberly Cannon
Starr WRiTeR
kecannon@valdosta.edu

During the first week of September,
numerous YouTube content creators
posted on their Twitter accounts and
uploaded videos discussing the issues
of censorship and demonetization of
their YouTube videos.

Philip DeFranco has been a You-
Tube creator for a decade, but on
Aug. 31 DeFranco posted a video that
addressed the possible shut down of
his channel by YouTube.

Within his video “YouTube Is Shut-
ting Down My Channel and I’m Not
Sure What To Do,” Defranco said that
YouTube had informed him that some
of his videos were not advertiser-
friendly.

DeFranco said that YouTube was
labeling his videos as not advertiser-
friendly and inappropriate likely
because of his discussion of contro-
versial or sensitive subjects within
those videos.

DeFrano stated that 12 of his vid-
cos in the past had been demonetized,
meaning that those videos had been
deprived of their monetary value by
YouTube because advertisements had
been removed.

YouTube allows its content creators
the opportunity to monetize their vid-
eos. This process begins by enabling
monetization on the YouTube account
and by creating an AdSense account
for the YouTube channel. AdSense is

operated by Google, and it is a service
that places advertisements on content
creators’ websites or videos, so that
the creator can make revenue from
their online content.

YouTube has a policy which out-
lines the content on the website that
will be denied monetization.

DeFranco discusses the censorship
on YouTube in a video he posted on
Sept. 1 titled, “Youtube Responded,
But It Gets Even More Confusing...”

In this video, DeFranco said that
the issue that many content creators
on YouTube have with the administer-
ing of this policy by YouTube is that
not all content creators that break the
policy have had videos demonetized.
DeFranco references to sexually sug-
gestive videos posted by Smosh and
graphic news stories regarding war
posted by CNN, both of which still
have advertisement on their videos
though the content of those videos
technically break YouTube’s moneti-
zation policy.

DeFranco said in his video that
YouTube’s lack of clear communica-
tion with its content creators is the
issue.

“My main concern at this point is
that it seems like everything is too
broad. People are putting up videos.
They’re being demonetized. While
they are demonetized, they’re not
making that money. They’re ap-
pealing. They’re then getting the
video reinstated for monetization,
but they miss out on all that money,”

DeFranco said in his “Youtube
Responded, But It Gets Even More
Confusing...”’video.

However, DeFranco said that
YouTube has the right to do this to its
content creators because YouTube is a
business with established guidelines.

The demonetization of flagged You-
Tube videos is not a recent procedure
that YouTube is just now follow-
ing. According to DeFranco in his
Sept. 5 video, “WOW! The YouTube
Demonetization Fallout is Ridicu-
lous, Biased, And Lazy,” it is due to a
change made by YouTube, which has
allowed YouTube content creators to
see more clearly when their videos
have been demonetized, that has led
to the current growing conversation
by YouTubers regarding this issue.

YouTube made the statement, “We
recently started rolling out improved
notifications in Video Manager to
make it clearer ... when a video is
demonetised [sic] due to advertiser-
friendly content concerns as well as to
make it easy to appeal,” Olivia Blair
of The Independent reported.

YouTube creators Luke Cutforth
and Melanie Murphy both posted on
their Twitter accounts on Aug. 31
regarding the demonetization of their
videos.

According to their Twitter posts,
Cutforth’s demonetized video was on
the topic of his experience with de-
pression, and Murphy’s demonetized

videos were about her acne.

llustration by Kayla Stroud/THE SPECTATOR
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Suduko X

*Complete the grid so that every
row, column, diagonal and 3x2 box
contains every digit from 1 to 6
inclusive.

Good Luck!

*** For the solutions head over to our site at VSUSpectator.com!

Go check us out on
social media!

Twitter:
@VSUSpectator

YouTube:
ValdostaSpectator

Website:
vsuspectator.com

According to Sims Vip, the

first household object ever

to be created for The Sims
was a toilet.
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Word Search

Barometer Celsius Clouds Cold Drizzle
Drought Fahrenheit Flurries Freeze Hail
Hot Humidity Lightning Mist Overcast
Rain Snow Storm Sunny Wind
Thunder Typhoon Temperature

Can you make your way through our maze?
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Baldner still pursuing his championship

Juston Lewis
Starr WRITER
justlewis@valdosta.edu

It’s a new season and Dallas
Baldner still wants his National
Championship.

Baldner is a junior wide re-
ceiver from Homosassa, Florida,
who credits coming to VSU to the
2012 National Championship.

“They were just
coming off a national
championship and
that’s what made me
come here,” he said.
“I’m still hoping to
get aring.”

In addition to win-
ning a title, Baldner
said he has the per-
sonal goal of staying
consistent. For him
that means not drop-
ping passes, running his routes
correctly and having a positive
impact for his team.

Baldner credited his father as
an inspiration to him. He said
that his father, Russ Baldner, who
played for the Houston Oilers,
was his first inspiration and he
taught him how to play, so it runs
in his blood.

His favorite player to watch is
Odell Beckham Jr., a breakout
star in the NFL. Similarities can
be drawn to Beckham and Bald-
ner. Both receivers came onto the
scene and provided big plays and
sparks for their team. In 2015,

“I'm still
hoping
to get a
ring.”

Dallas Baldner between a quarterback

Baldner played in nine games
where he provided 19 catches for
299 yards. He also picked up four
touchdowns over the season while
averaging a little over 33 yards
per game.

Throughout last season, he
showed his consistency, which is
a big key to his personal success.
In the game against Albany State,
he racked up four receptions for
80 yards and the only
receiving touchdown
in the game. However,
Baldner credits his
teammates on both
sides of the ball for his
success.

One of the most
important bonds on
a football field is

and his receiver.
“Since the day he
got here, he has just gotten better.
Everyone can see that,” Baldner
said about Roland Rivers, the
sophomore quarterback for the
Blazers.

“As far as our relationship,
we’re really close, and I know
that when we get in difficult situ-
ations he has me in the back of
his mind and he’ll get me the ball
because we have that connection.
With us, it is just a trust factor,”
he said.

Baldner said the defensive
backs push him every week in
practice, which makes him a bet-
ter receiver, and it makes the DBs

Darian Harris/THE SPECTATOR

Dallas Baldner led VSU in the opener against Albany State with 80 yards on four catches and a touchdown.

better.

“There’s no rivalry on this
team, it’s just a lot of guys that
want to make us better,” Bald-
ner said. “Kenny Moore is not a
rival, he’s actually one of my best
friends. Donatello Brown, Andre
Johnson, Larry Murphy, those are
guys that push me to get better

every day.”

Baldner said the cornerbacks
and safeties are a large part of his
support system.

“It’s funny because those guys
are the first ones to congratulate
me when I produce on the field.”

Baldner and the Blazers will be
traveling to Florence, Alabama,

to take on the University of North
Alabama this weekend as they
open region play.

Baldner will look to get open
for Rivers like he did against Al-
bany State, when he led the team
in receiving yards.

////
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