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Student Health goes digital
be picked up in a timely manner,
at the user’s discretion.
STAFF WRITER
In addition to the online store,
etrella@valdosta.edu
WKH6WXGHQW+HDOWK&HQWHULV
968¶V6WXGHQW+HDOWK&HQWHU
pushing for the ability to give
has implemented a new online
students, faculty, and staff a locapharmacy, selling common overWLRQRQFDPSXVWR¿OODYDULHW\RI
the-counter medication via an
prescriptions from outside pharonline store through the Student
macies, according to Lewis.
+HDOWK&HQWHUZHESDJHDFFRUG7R¿QGWKHUHWDLOSKDUPDF\JR
ing to Lynnette Lewis, assistant
to the VSU website and click on
GLUHFWRUIRUWKH6WXGHQW+HDOWK
WKH&DPSXV/LIHWDEVFUROOGRZQ
&HQWHU
to Student Services and click on
On the web store, students,
Find Out More. On the right side
IDFXOW\DQGVWDIIFDQ¿QGLWHPV
of the following web page, click
from cold-sore products, pain
RQWKH+HDOWK&HQWHUWDEDQGWKHQ
and headache relievers, as well
FOLFNRQWKH2YHUWKH&RXQWHU
as vitamins and supplements.
Pharmacy button. That page
&XVWRPHUVFDQXVHGHELWFUHGLWRU allows one to log into a VSU ac)OH[RQWKH968&DUG)RURUGHU count and begin shopping for the
SLFNXSVLGHQWL¿FDWLRQLVQHHGHG medications and other available
Per their website, “[Our misproducts.
sion] is to provide optimum
Alternatively, one can visit the
health care in a convenient loca6WXGHQW+HDOWK&HQWHU3KDUPDF\
tion for undergraduate and gradu- from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
ate students in a compassionate,
through Thursday and 10 a.m. to
FRQ¿GHQWLDOPDQQHU´968¶VRQSPRQ)ULGD\2Q0RQGD\
line pharmacy is making it easier
through Thursday, expect to have
for students, faculty and staff to
OXQFKEUHDNVIURPSP
seek healthcare at good prices.
WRSP)ULGD\VZLOOKDYH
One can simply log on to the
OXQFKEUHDNVIURPDPWR
online store and place an order to
SP

Announcements

Edward Rella

R e c r u i t i n g F o r S p r i n g 2 017
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES
(EARN UP TO 15% COMMISSION)

MARKETING ASSISTANTS
WRITERS
COPY EDITORS
PHOTOGRAPHERS
VIDEOGRAPHERS
ASSISTANT EDITORS
ASSISTANT WEB EDITOR
ASSISTANT SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR

ALL MAJORS ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY
MARKETING POSITIONS REQUIRE UP TO 15 HRS/WK

To A p p l y :

Choosing a Career -Tuesday, Feb. 28 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. in Student Union Meeting Room 1
This workshop will help you explore your values, interests, skills, and personality, guiding you in
choosing a major and career path.
Conducting Effective Interviews -Tuesday, March 28 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. in Student Union Meeting
Room 1
This workshop will teach the three keys to answering ANY interview question and how to make a
proper impression.
Creating an Online Presence -Tuesday, April 18 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. in Student Union Meeting
Room 1
This workshop will give tips on how boost your professional online presence.
Wild Adventures ON THE SPOT Hiring Event - Jan 31, 2017 @ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Student Union
Theater
Representatives from Wild Adventures Theme Park will be discussing employment opportunities with students on a first come first serve basis. Students should be prepared for an interview.
(Please complete an online application before coming wildadventures.com).
Health Tip
* A healthy tip from VSU Student Health Center – flu season is still active. “The flu usually
comes on suddenly. People who have the flu often feel some or all of these symptoms: Fever* or
feeling feverish/chills, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, headaches,
fatigue (tiredness), Some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, though this is more common
in children than adults. It's important to note that not everyone with flu will have a fever” (www.
cdc.gov). If you are experiencing any of these symptoms, please contact the health center at
229.219.3200 to schedule an appointment.

Want to have your event featured in our Announcements section? Email your information to Editor-in-Chief Gabe Burns
at gcburns@valdosta.edu.

VSU

THE SPECTATOR

Blazer Ready Workshops
Cultivating Purposeful Relationships -Tuesday, Jan.31 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., Student Union Meeting
Room 1
This workshop will explain the importance of getting involved on campus, and how to make connections and cultivate purposeful relationships that will help you after college.

Criminal
Justice

SAT, FEBRUARY 4TH & APRIL 1ST
UC MAGNOLIA ROOMPM - 7PM
door prizes. giveaways.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAM OPEN HOUSE

acnapier@valdosta.edu

VSU’s Criminal Justice Program invites you to come learn about what the
criminal justice program has to offer inside & outside of the classroom.
Interested In Criminolgy & the Constitution?
CYBERCRIMEFORENSIC CRIMINOLOGYCOMPARATIVE JUSTICE SYSTEMS
SEX CRIMESTERRORISMWHITE COLLAR CRIMEORGANIZED CRIMEETC.

OR

COORDINATED WITH VSU ADMISSIONS, DUAL CREDIT HONORS ACADEMY & PATHWAYS PROGRAM.

GABE BURNS, EDITOR IN CHIEF

NEVINS HALL, ROOM9ALDOSTA.EDU/CRIMINALJUSTICE
TO REGISTER & FOR MORE INFO: WWW.VALDOSTA.EDU/CJOPENHOUSE

EMAIL COVER LETTER, RESUME &
SAMPLES OF WORK TO:
AIMEE NAPIER, ADVERTISING MANAGER

gcburns@valdosta.edu

7KH6SHFWDWRU&ODVVLÀHGV
The Spectator prints
IUHHFODVVL¿HGVIRUFXUUHQW
VWXGHQWVRI9DOGRVWD6WDWH
8QLYHUVLW\RQO\ These
must be no more than 40
words, or a $18.50 charge
will apply. &ODVVL¿HGVIRU
IDFXOW\VWDIIVWXGHQWRUJD
QL]DWLRQVVWXGHQWRZQHG
EXVLQHVVHVDQGWKHJHQHUDO
SXEOLFFRVWIRUXSWR
ZRUGV
Ads should be sent to The
Spectator or delivered to

RXURI¿FHLQ+RSSHU
+DOO7KHGHDGOLQHLVSP
Thursday, a week prior. If
payment applies, it should
be submitted in a sealed
envelope at the time the ad
is placed or paid via Mastercard, Visa, Discover or electronic check online through
Aimee Napier, Advertising
Manager. Email Aimee Napier at Spec_Advertising@
valdosta.edu to pay online.
Ads must be accompa-

nied by the name and phone
number of the person submitting the ad. Students
must also submit their VSU
Student ID number. Ads
must be resubmitted each
week, as necessary.
The SpectatorDGGUHVV
LV13DWWHUVRQ6W
9DOGRVWD*$2XU
HPDLODGGUHVVLVVSHFBDG
YHUWLVLQJ#YDOGRVWDHGX
The Spectator reserves the
ULJKWWRUHMHFWDQ\FODVVL¿HG

ad. All ads are subject to
standard editing procedures.
The Spectator is not responsible for mistakes due to a
submitted error. The categoULHVIRUFODVVL¿HGVLQFOXGH
For Sale, For Rent, Sublease, Wanted, Roommate,
Services, Personnels, ISO
and Employment.

VSU Students Your
Ad Here FREE!!

Room For Rent
1 BD/1 BTH for Rent
$400 in 3 Bdr/2 Bth house
w/pond access on cul-desac off Bemiss Rd. Totally
electric, w/d, full kitchen,
DSL. 2 mths up front (1/
mth dep) Text 229-2003061 or email acnapier@
valdosta.edu if you are interested. Must love cats.

vsuSpectator.com
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South Georgia devastated by tornadoes
Storm has ended but recovery has just begun for many
Get involved with Adel clean up
Donate money, clothes, food or your time

Michaela Leung

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR
maleung@valdosta.edu
After deadly storms devastated areas of South Georgia,
residents are left picking up the pieces.
On Monday, VSU students went to Adel to aid in the community clean up and accepted donations to give to families in
need. If you were unable to help, there are still ways you can
get involved in the storm relief effort.
7KH$PHULFDQ5HG&URVVLVRSHUDWLQJHPHUJHQF\VKHOWHUV
at the First Baptist Church of Adel, Albany Civic Center and
Turner Civic Center. For information on how you can donate
visit their site. You can also get involved with The American
Red Cross of South Georgia which is located in Valdosta.
You can visit their site for more information on how to get
involved.

Seth Willard/THE SPECTATOR
Hundreds of homes were destroyed by tornadoes over the weekend, leaving indviduals homeless.

Alex Dunn

ASST. FEATURES EDITOR
eadunn@valdosta.edu
More than 15 people died from
tornadoes that passed through
Southeastern states on Saturday
and Sunday.
According to ABC News, the
tornados swept across Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and
Florida. Some formed early Saturday morning, and others came
through later on Sunday.
Georgia was under tornado
watch late Saturday night through
Sunday afternoon.
Valdosta State University sent
out multiple alerts to its students
and faculty about the severe
weather.
Some students were awakened
by concerned friends and family
members, anticipating a tornado
hitting the VSU area.
“I was woken up by my mom

early Sunday telling me a tornado
was heading my way,” Macy
Miller, a junior, said. “She had
PHVLWWLQJRQP\KDOOZD\ÀRRULQ
the middle of my house; it was
terrible because I was the only
one awake out of my two other
roommates.”
A tornado did not hit the VSU
area. However, power lines were
down from the strong winds
and debris littered the roads and
sidewalks.
Other areas were not so lucky.
Dougherty County, Cook County
and Brooks County had severe
weather related deaths over the
weekend, according to ABC
News.
Rob Simmons, a junior from
the Cordele area, experienced a
lot of damage and debris on his
way back to Valdosta from the
weekend.
“The interstate had debris, and
you could see trees uprooted and

leaning over all down the interstate,” Simmons said.
The Weather Channel con¿UPHGDWOHDVWWRUQDGRHV
touched down in Georgia, but
DWOHDVWRFFXUUHGLQWKHHQWLUH
Southeast.
Albany and Warner Robins
were hit the hardest, with a milewide damage path in Albany, according to The Weather Channel.
Georgia upped its state of
emergency after the severe
weather, according to Fox News.
Crews organizing clean up for the
damage asked for more aid.
Fox News also reported that
Gov. Nathan Deal visited the
areas affected by the tornadoes
on Wednesday to offer his support and condolences. Deal also
expanded his state of emergency
declaration to other counties
to help make more resources
available to help people directly
affected by the storm.

)LUVW$VVHPEO\RI*RG&KXUFKLQ$GHOLVRSHUDWLQJDVD
shelter. They are in need of volunteers and supplies. For more
information on how you can donate, visit their site.
$GHO*D7RUQDGR5HOLHI)XQGLVD*R)XQG0HDFFRXQW
associated with the relief fund at Cook Community Bank. To
donate you can go here.
6DPDULWDQ¶V3XUVHLVORRNLQJIRUYROXQWHHUVWRKHOSZLWK
storm relief in Albany, Ga. They are looking for skilled volunteers and construction equipment. For more information you
can visit there site.
8QLWHG0HWKRGLVW&RPPLWWHHRQ5HOLHILVSURYLGLQJK\
giene kits and cleaning buckets to those affected by the storm.
7RGRQDWH\RXFDQYLVLWWKHLUVLWHWR¿QGRXWPRUH
2SHUDWLRQ%OHVVLQJ,QWHUQDWLRQDOKDVVHQWWKHLU86
Disaster Relief team to Albany, Georgia. to assist with clean up
and they are looking for volunteers. Volunteers must be at least
18-years-old, dressed in long pants and hard soled shoes. For
more information you can call their Volunteer Hotline 757RUYLVLWWKHLUVLWH
These are just a few ways that you can help the community
in this time. If you know of any more volunteer or donation
opportunities, mention us on Twitter at @vsuspectator or leave
a comment below.

Be a Blazer Abroad
Chynna Downie
Ireland

 MASS MEDIA
MAJOR

“Studying abroad is
a lot more
affordable than
you would think,
just start telling
people how much
this view is worth to
you. No one will
say no to help you
have an
adventure.”

“ANY major can study ANYWHERE in
the world at ANYTIME.”

Seth Willard/THE SPECTATOR
Countless trees were uprooted and cracked in half during storms this weekend, taking out power lines.

studyabroad@valdosta.edu
valdosta.edu/studyabroad

229 - 333 - 7410
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Our point of view...

Adel seeks support
from VSU community

MCT CAMPUS
Elephants among other zoo animals are soon to be relocated as B&B Circus closes down.

Animal rights activists close the curtains
on ‘The Greatest Show on Earth’
Darla Dunning

ASST. OPINIONS EDITOR
dldunning@valdosta.edu

SETH WILLARD/THE SPECTATOR
.

Last weekend, Georgia was hit by an enormous storm
that produced dozens of tornadoes, leaving destruction in its
path. The storm claimed 15 lives in Georgia and left more
homeless, according to Georgia Emergency Management and
Homeland Security Agency (GEMHSA).
Though the storm has passed, the devastation remains.
According to The Weather Channel, authorities hope that the
FXUUHQWGHDWKWROOLVWKH¿QDOQXPEHUKRZHYHUWKHUHDUHVWLOO
missing persons, such as two-year-old Detrez Green, who
slipped away from his mother during the storm.
According to GEMHSA, Atkinson, Baker, Berrien, Brooks,
Calhoun, Clay, Colquitt, Cook, Crisp, Dougherty, Lowndes,
Mitchell, Thomas, Turner, Wilcox and Worth counties are in
a state of emergency until Jan 20, declared by Gov. Nathan
Deal.
These are times when communities must pull together.
The government and large organizations such as the American Red Cross step in to help, but neighbors, friends and
volunteers can make an enormous impact as well.
Multiple tornado relief funds have begun on Facebook. If
¿QDQFHVDUHDQLVVXHPDQ\SODFHVDUHDFFHSWLQJFORWKLQJDQG
toy donations. Check the closet or the toy box. If something
has been sitting for months, donate it to the victims who lost
everything.
If there is nothing material to donate, try donating time.
7KHFRXQWLHVGHYDVWDWHGE\WKHVWRUPGRQ¶WMXVWQHHGFORWKHV
and food, they need help cleaning up and organizing incoming donations.

This editorial was written by a member of the editorial staff and
expresses the general opinion of The Spectator.

Editorial Staff
Editor-in-Chief:
Gabe Burns
Managing Editor:
Julia Rodriquez
Opinions Editor:
Hunter Terrell
Features Editor:
Kelsey Dickerson
Sports Editor:
Kyle Dawson
Photo Editor:
Seth Willard
Entertainment Editor:
Michaela Leung
Multimedia Editor:
Darian Harris
Social Media Editor:
Tyra Mills
Copy Editor:
Kimberly Cannon

The Ringling Brothers and
Barnum and Bailey Circus
will be shutting down its
tents on May 10 after being in
business for over 146 years,
according to The Associated
Press.
There were multiple factors
that contributed to the show
closing its curtains, such as
high operating costs, ticket
sales declining and disputes
with animal rights activists
claiming that the animals
were being poorly treated.
The constant court battles
with the animal rights activists caused the show to
remove the elephants from
its performances last May
and place them at the Center
for Elephant Conservation in
Florida. In result, ticket sales
dropped dramatically.
The elephants will now be
used for cancer research and
LWLVQRWVSHFL¿HGKRZWKHDQLPDOVZLOOEHXVHGVSHFL¿FDOO\
“Many of the elephants are
painfully arthritic….and it’s
too long for a baby elephant
to be beaten with the sharp
¿UHSODFHSRNHUOLNHZHDSRQ
called a bull hook that Ringling handers use routinely,”
said animal rights group,
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals.

Feld Entertainment, which
manages the circus, said that
their commitment to all of
their animals is forever their
lifetime, and they are now
having to focus on helping
400 of their workers who
were affected by the shut-

The constant
court battles
with the animal
rights activists
caused the show
to remove the
elephants from
its performances
last May and
place them
at the Center
for Elephant
Conservation in
Florida.
GRZQ¿QGQHZMREV
The Circus and its people
have been a source of inspiraWLRQDQGMR\WRP\IDPLO\DQG
me, which is why this was
such a tough business decision to make,” CEO of Feld
Entertainment, said.
After 36 years of protests
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with several animal rights
groups and Feld Entertainment winning $25 million
in settlements against these
groups, the social pressure
¿QDOO\SXWDVWRSWRWKHDQLPDO
cruelty, because people did
not want to see animals suffer
through 15 minutes of entertainment.
“I used to go to the circus
all the time at Phillips Arena
in Atlanta. It makes my heart
happy to know that animals
ZLOOQRORQJHUEHVXEMHFWRI
unhumane conditions and
ridiculous tricks,” said Devin
6FRWWMXQLRU¿QDQFHPDMRU
The company has yet to discuss what will happen to the
other animals who are part of
the performances; they will
put out a press release later
this week discussing the issue.
According to the Washington Post, Feld EntertainPHQWLVWU\LQJWR¿QGVXLWDEOH
homes for the rest of the
animals such as horses, tigers
and kangaroos.
The location for these
animals has yet to be decided,
but requirements will have to
meet critical safety standards
such as a zoo or equipped
private owners.
Hopefully, the new life for
these animals will be better
than the circus life.
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YHULÀFDWLRQ
Opinions expressed in the Spectator other than editorials are opinions of the
writers of signed columns and not necessarily those of the Spectator and its
staff. All rights reserved. Reprints by permission of the editors. Views in this
newspaper are not necessarily those of the Valdosta State University administration, faculty and staff.
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MCT CAMPUS
Policemen and civilians alike celebrate MLK Day.

0/.'D\KRZIDUZHKDYHFRPH
Alex Dunn

MCT CAMPUS
3UHVLGHQW'RQDOG7UXPSVLJQVKLV¿UVWH[HFXWLYHRUGHU

7UXPSVKRZVQRKHVLWDWLRQLQÀUVW
KRXUVDVRIÀFLDO32786
Hunter Terrell

OPINIONS EDITOR
hlterrell@valdosta.edu
A lot of ground was covered
ZLWKLQ'RQDOG7UXPS¶V¿UVWIHZ
days, and ultimately hours as
president of the United States.
Within an hour of Trump
swearing in, the Federal Housing
Authority announced the reversal
of planned cuts to interest premiums on mortgages.
The rate cut, introduced by the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, would have
reduced the annual FHA insurance premium on new mortgages
for lower and middle income
home buyers from the current .85
percent to 0.6 percent.
Ultimately, Trump signed not
one, but three executive orders
the same day.
The orders covered the U.S.
withdrawal from the Trans-PaFL¿F3DUWQHUVKLSDIHGHUDOKLULQJ
freeze for all departments besides
the military, and a ban on federal
funding for abortions overseas.
TPP was the trade deal that
would have aligned the U.S. and
QDWLRQVLQWKH$VLD3DFL¿FUHgion including Australia, Canada,
Vietnam, Japan and Mexico
under an agreement that would
have erased hundreds of tariffs
and regulations. The countries
involved in this deal collectively
conduct 40 percent of all global

trade.
“Great thing for the American
worker, what we just did,” said
Trump as he signed the order.
“I think he is trying to stimulate the economy by keeping jobs
in America,” said Kay Walden,
graduate student, Business major.
“That has not happened since
before most of our time, in the
‘80’s with Reagan. The stock
market and the companies alike
don’t seem afraid of his actions.
America has been in a stalemate
and a lot of the middle class and
workers were ready for such a
change.”
Next up on his list, Trump
insisted cutting the number of
federal workers as his second
priority.
Trump made the federal hiring
freeze part of his ultimate plan
to tackle corruption and waste in
Washington, D.C., by “draining
the swamp.”
“I’m not sure if this is the right
thing to do. I think he should
wait or not do it at all before people start losing jobs,” said Bryan
Furhyr, graduate student.
As it seemed to be a reaction,
over 500,000 women as well as
a few men took to the streets of
Washington, D.C., early Saturday
to rally against Trump and advocate for all women’s rights.
Women marches took place
worldwide, including in Atlanta,
Seattle, Mexico and even in

Paris.
“I commend everyone who
was able to participate in the
march. I wish I had the chance to
go and show my support,” said
MiCayla Greene, sophomore history major.
3DVWWKH¿UVWKRXUV7UXPS
signed two additional orders
Wednesday, focused on national
security.
The president signed the two
orders during a ceremony at
the Department of Homeland
Security after honoring the department’s new secretary, retired
General John Kelly.
The executive orders jump
start construction of a U.S./Mexico border wall and strip funding
for sanctuary safe cities.
“He really is going to build
a wall”, said Laine Whisnant,
junior, anthropology major.
Trump will meet with Mexican
President Enrique Pena Nieto at
the White House next week.
Trump also tweeted Wednesday morning that he would ask
for an investigation into voter
fraud, including alleged votes by
undocumented immigrants, people who are allegedly registered
to vote in more than one state.
Trump is undoubtedly stirring
the pot. He is coming in strong
and with no hesitation.
Day six of out of 1,461.

ASST. FEATURES EDITOR
eadunn@valdosta.edu
Last week was the 31st year
of celebration and remembrance of Martin Luther
King Jr., who has been
known as the icon for peace
and justice during and after
his life.
The holiday falls on the
third Monday of January,
according to infoplease.com.
In addition, it was proposed
to Congress four days after
Dr. King’s assassination and
took 15 years to make it an
RI¿FLDOIHGHUDOKROLGD\
MLK Day symbolizes the
very qualities that Dr. King
stood for during a time when
civil rights did not apply to
everyone equally.
“On this holiday, we
commemorate the universal,
unconditional love, forgiveness and nonviolence that
empowered his revolutionary
spirit,” said MLK Jr.’s wife
Coretta Scott King.
America has come a long
way since then, but how far?
This year’s holiday was
marred by values that had
the complete opposite for
what this day is meant to
stand for.
A shooting that took place
during a parade at Martin
Luther King Jr. Memorial
Park in Miami left eight
people shot. More were injured from the stampede that
broke out after the gunshots,
according to Miami Herald.

There were even more
shootings reported in the
Jacksonville and Hallandale
Beach area on the same day,
according to Miami Herald.
Even with the tragedies
that occurred, celebrations
and events were still being
held for the national holiday.
Universities in Atlanta like
Emory and Georgia Tech
were holding events that included educational programs
with important speakers and
service opportunities.
Also an MLK Day 5K,
taking place in Piedmont
Park, started bright and early
to play music and a drumline
for the runners.
“Martin Luther King Jr.
did a lot for our people and
our country. Without him,
there is no telling where
we would be,” said Felicia
Graves, junior business
major.
Martin Luther King Jr. was
a symbol for peace, humility,
fairness, equality and justice.
His holiday has promoted
these values for 31 years and
has become a day for celebration and remembrance.
Although missteps have
occurred throughout the
years, the nation has come
far since Dr. King’s era.
Without him and the holiday
to remind people what matters most, it would be a very
different time today.

&,$UHOHDVHVPLOOLRQGHFODVVLÀHGGRFXPHQWV
Darla Dunning

ASST. OPINIONS EDITOR
dldunning@valdosta.edu
The Central Intelligence
Agency released 13 million
GHFODVVL¿HGGRFXPHQWVWRWKH
public on Jan. 17 that were
previously only available at the
National Archives in College
Park, Maryland.
According to the documents,
WKH¿OHVUDQJHIURPLQIRUPDWLRQ
over Nazi War Crimes, psychic
phenomena in military and
domestic applications (Stargate
Project), UFO sightings, the
plans for the United States to

overthrow foreign governments
and various miscellaneous CIA
records.
Heather Fritz Horniak, CIA
spokesperson, shared her insight
on what the documents included.
“None of this is cherrypicked. It’s the full history. It’s
good and bads,” Horniak said.
According to BBC News,
0XFN5RFNDQRQSUR¿WIUHHdom of information group, sued
the CIA in order for them to
XSORDGWKHVHGHFODVVL¿HG¿OHVWR
the public.
The process and court hearings took more than two years in

order for MuckRock to win the
law suit.
“Access to this historiFDOO\VLJQL¿FDQWFROOHFWLRQLVQR
longer limited by geography.
The American public can access these documents from the
comfort of their homes,” Joseph
Lambert, the CIA Director of
Information Management, said.
To access these documents,
they are located on the CIA
Library website called the CIA
Records Search Tool database
archive.
MCT CAMPUS
13 million documents were released over the past month.
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Darla Dunning

STAFF WRITER
dldunning@valdosta.edu
A Baltimore man became
famous for knitting sweaters of
different landmarks and taking
photos of himself wearing those
sweaters at those landmarks.
Knitting phenomenon, Sam
Barsky, 42, has knitted sweaters
since he was 24-years-old, making more than 103 sweaters.
Barsky has pictures of himself
wearing 91 of his sweaters at different landmarks.
For example, Barsky traveled to Times Square in New
York City and took a picture of
himself in his handmade sweater
with a Time Square design.
He took pictures of himself
at multiple iconic landmarks,
ranging from Niagara Falls, the
Golden Gate Bridge, Thailand
and the Dead Sea in Israel, all
while wearing his self-designed
sweaters of these landmarks.
“Pretty much anything that
crosses my eyes could be a
sweater,” Barsky told Today.
“I choose a place that I plan on
traveling to, and I start creating
the sweater.”
According to Barsky’s website, colorknit.webs.com, he
developed a passion for knitting

January 26, 2017

Yarning for 5HYLHZ968JURXSÀWQHVVFODVVHV
adventure
Shanice Barns
S W
after he quit nursing school due
to neurological problems that
affected his mobility.
“I will create any sweater that
is either an iconic landmark or
just a natural scene,” Barsky told
Today. “The only limitation is
that it takes a month to make one
sweater.”
Most sweaters come with a
knitting pattern, but Barsky knits
his sweaters freehand, using only
his imagination and creative
skills as a guide.
“I have not knitted from a pattern in almost 17 years,” Barsky
told The Times of Israel. “I don’t
think anybody else in the world
knits like I do.”
A sweater with tigers on it is
one of Barsky’s favorites because he took a photograph while
wearing it in Thailand with a real
baby tiger.
Barsky planned on designing a
sweater for the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday, but he did not
get it done on time.
“This is what I enjoy doing,”
Barsky told The Times of Israel.
“I like creating. I like replicating
what I see in life and what I plan
on seeing.”
For Barsky’s next ambitious
sweater project, he plans on
making a groundhog sweater for
Groundhog Day.

Award Winning Director
Tim Lee Returns To Valdosta

VSU Department of
Student Diversity and Inclusion
Presents

KILL TOM
PHOOLERY
A PLAY BY WINSPHERE JONES

Kill Tom Phoolery is about one
playwright, Thomas E. Phoolery, who has
ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚĂŐĞŶƌĞŽĨƚŚĞĂƚƌĞŝŶǁŚŝĐŚǁƌŝƟŶŐ
ŝŐŶŽƌĂŶƚ͕ĐŽŵĞĚŝĐďƵīŽŽŶĞƌǇŚĂƐŵĂĚĞŚŝŵ
a rich man.
Kill Tom Phoolery explores the
nature of the idolized playwright who sends
ƚŚĞǁƌŽŶŐŵĞƐƐĂŐĞƐ͕ƉƌŽŵŽƟŶŐŶĞŐĂƟǀĞ
stereotypes that could easily misrepresent an
ĞŶƟƌĞĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͘

Monday, February 6thͻ6pm
Whitehead Auditorium
For more info:
(229)333-5941
diversity@valdosta.edu

STUDENT
DIVERSITY &
INCLUSION

TAFF

RITER

shbarns@valdosta.edu

If you’re ready to commit to
your New Year’s resolution to
JHWEDFNLQVKDSHEXW¿QGLWKDUG
to work-out alone or can’t afford
a personal trainer on a student’s
budget, then the Student RecUHDWLRQ&HQWHU¶VJURXS¿WQHVV
classes are the perfect place to
start.
The Rec Center offers a variety
RIJURXS¿WQHVVFODVVHVIURP
beginner workouts to intermediate
ones that offer more of a challenge.
Students conduct the classes,
which can make you feel a little
more comfortable because you’re
working out with your peers.
These workout classes are perfect either before or after classes.
The workouts typically last 50
minutes—just enough time to get
in and out before class.
Some of the classes offered
at the Rec Center include; yoga,
PiYo, booty work, Zumba, spin
DQGOLIWKRXUJODVV¿JXUHDQG
more.
There are a variety of classes
and instructors to teach them. Dee
LVWKHERRW\ZRUN¿WQHVVFODVV
instructor on Sunday at 6 p.m.,
Adrienne on Tuesday at 7 p.m.
and Kiana on Monday at 8 p.m.
Dee's class was a very intense

Courtesy of VSU Rec Center

and effective workout. She challenged you to push yourself, so
you can achieve the body you desire. I liked that the class involved
more than typical squats. Dee was
interactive, and we moved around
a lot.
Jordan is the PiYo instructor
at 8 a.m. on Monday. PiYo is a
cross between Pilates and yoga. It
utilizes the same stretching done
in typical yoga but also gives the
intensity of a Pilates workout; the
two together are very relaxing and
effective.
April is the Zumba instructor on Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday at 7 p.m. and Tuesday at
9 p.m. The class gets you up and
moving to the beat, literally. In the
beginning, it starts pretty slow, but

once you get through the warm
up, it really gets you moving. The
Zumba class is a fun way to get in
shape. It doesn’t feel much like a
workout; it’s fun and interactive,
and, believe me, you can really
feel the burn towards the end.
.LDQDLVWKHKRXUJODVV¿JXUHLQ
structor on Tuesday at 8 p.m. The
class focuses mainly on your core,
so you can achieve those beachready abs you’ve been longing for.
Don’t be surprised if you go to
DJURXS¿WQHVVFODVVDQG\RXHQG
up being the only one there along
with the instructor; it happens
often. Just think of it as a way of
getting one-on-one training.
For more information regarding
DQ\JURXS¿WQHVVFODVVFRQWDFWWKH
Rec Center.

Social media stalker
Bryce Ethridge

STAFF WRITER
bjethridge@valdosta.edu
It reads your diary and writes
down your secrets, all without you
knowing. It’s like the big brother
you never wanted, but it steals your
secrets in order to show you more
of what you like. It's on your phone
as the social media app Facebook.
Facebook came into our lives
in 2006 like a re-skinned version
of MySpace. Now it thinks it can
make people like it more by using
“likes,” “loves,” and “laughs,” to
generate more of what people like.
According to ProPublica, the
social media giant compiles data
into “detailed dossiers,” which are
WKHQXVHGWRLQÀXHQFHWKHDGYHU
tising you see. Facebook tries to
downplay its actions by saying it
got user data, “from a few different
sources.”
ProPublica said even though
Facebook has been called out on
its shady action, it rebutted with
the fact that users are able to detect
which third-party users are using
their data, “if they know where to
look.”
6WHYH6DWWHU¿HOG)DFHERRNPDQ
ager of privacy and public policy,
stated that Facebook is unable to
control third-party categories in the
same way it controls its categories, due to the fact that third-party
providers, “make their categories
available across other platforms.”
ProPublica said Facebook does
not disclose the use of third-party
data because the company is not
responsible for collecting that data.
Facebook began handling data brokers when they signed a deal with
Datalogix in 2012.
While it might not be known,

WKHUHLVDZD\WR¿QGWKHGDWDWKDW
is taken and stopping it from being
taken again.
The process sometimes involves
giving the last four digits of your
social security number to data companies, and since Facebook regularly changes their data brokers, the
user would have to regularly visit
WKHKHOSFHQWHUWR¿QGWKHQHZGDWD
brokers taking data.
For example, reporter Julia Angwin attempted to opt out of all the
data brokers, but she found out she
was only able to opt-out of 92. Out
of the 92, Angwin stated that 65
required the user, “submit a form
RILGHQWL¿FDWLRQVXFKDVDGULYHU¶V
license.” Even with that, Angwin
was unable to take her data back
from a majority of the data brokers.
After its investigation, ProPublica started an app on Google
Chrome, allowing users to see in
which categories Facebook put
them, called, “What Facebook
Thinks You Like.”
According to Forbes, companies
gain an upper hand from this data
by using it to increase advertising
abilities, gearing advertising more
toward the viewers. That being
said, companies are basically taking
your data for free just so they can
sell you products better.

courtesy of wikimedia
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Manning enriches student experience, leads research
Darla Dunning

STAFF WRITER
dldunning@valdosta.edu
Dr. Thomas Manning may have
a passion for teaching chemistry,
but helping his students achieve
something that they have always
aspired to do is his main priority,
he said.
Dr. Manning, professor of
chemistry at VSU, has done a lot
in his life. He’s worked alongside
Nuclear Chemist Greg Choppin,
helped his students create a reversal for Alzheimer’s Disease, and
received a patent for antibiotics
that allowed him and his students
to interact with ambassadors of
different countries.
He’s had a passion for teaching science since he was an
undergraduate at the College of
Charleston.
“I was going back and forth
between chemistry and physics,
but I decided to go into chemistry
because I loved how much energy
there was in the department and
how dynamic the faculty was,”
Dr. Manning said.
After receiving his bachelor’s
degree, Dr. Manning went on to
pursue his PhD at the University
of Florida. Then, he received his
post-doctoral at the National Research Center of Coal and Energy
and his second post-doctoral at
Florida State University working
in the lab with Choppin.

“I spent most of my time out
in New Mexico working for the
Federal Government at the Los
Alamos National Lab where
they make our country’s nuclear
weapons,” Dr. Manning said.
“This is where I got my passion
for nuclear science.”
Dr. Manning is a New York native and moved to Valdosta after
realizing how much research and
teaching could be done at VSU.
He has been teaching at VSU for
24 years and strives each day to
teach his students something new.
He has three projects that he
and his students work on throughout the year. The projects include
receiving patents from the government; giving them exclusive
rights to a process, design or new
invention for a designated period
of time.
The students currently have
three patents: one for antibiotics
that deal with the treatment of
tuberculosis, another for a cancer
drug called Bryostatin that helps
with the reversal of Alzheimer’s
disease (an ongoing project to
make treatment cheaper and more
effective), and one dealing with
oyster restoration in the Gulf of
Mexico.
Dr. Manning's enthusiasm for
receiving these patents allowed
his students to break out of their
comfort zones and receive background knowledge about their

FDUHHU¿HOGV*DUUHWW&URRNELROogy major, said Dr. Manning has
taught him a variety of concepts
from being in his classes for the
past two years.
“I’ve learned so much from
Dr. Manning," Crook said. “I
designed a patent for oyster protection systems, and right now we
are doing one over biodegradable
oysters and coral restoration."
Another student who gained
a vast amount of knowledge
from working with Dr. Manning
and taking his classes is Paven
Patel, biology major. Patel said
Dr. Manning had 15 cancer and
antibiotic drugs accepted for
pre-clinical trials at the National
Cancer Institute.
“I have also done a project for
MRI contrasts," Patel said. “It
took me one month to do, and I
am now trying to get my project
out locally.”
Out of all the patents that Dr.
Manning worked on with his
students, he said the antibiotics
patent is his favorite so far.
“We ended up writing over 140
pages for this patent when we
¿OHGLW'U0DQQLQJVDLG³,W
ZDV¿YH\HDUVRIGDWDDQGWHVWLQJ
the drug with the National Institute of Health. We interacted with
ambassadors of different countries who needed these antibiotics
for people who were dying in
their countries.”

In addition to the ongoing patents, Dr. Manning also received
unique patents that allowed his
students to embrace their creative
side. Some of his students have
patents for puzzles they created.
“Right now, we are making a
puzzle for cancer drugs, and then
we are going to send it to the
American Cancer Society as a
learning tool,” Dr. Manning said.
“They are challenging puzzles,
so people can start learning the
names of different cancer drugs.
We also have a puzzle that we
sent to 100 towns in South Georgia, so people can complete them,
and then we are going to send it
to different Chambers of Commerce.”
In his spare time, Dr. Manning
enjoys spending time with his
wife of 25 years and his three
children. He enjoys doing activities with his church and helping
his wife, a middle grades science
teacher, with science classes at
St. John the Evangelist Catholic
School.
“I love taking care of my
family, and I enjoy doing family
activities," Dr. Manning said.
"Every Friday night I go to the
rodeo because my daughter has
a horse and she competes in the
races.”
Dr. Manning has a younger
sister and an older brother.
“I’m the only one who does

Darla Dunning/THE SPECTATOR
Dr. Manning, a chemistry professor
at VSU, spends a lot of his times
patening his work with students.

science in the family,” Dr. Manning said. “I was considered the
nerd.”
He said his favorite part of
his career is when he can help
students achieve what they are
aiming for.
“It’s always a good feeling
when I can help my students
succeed,” Dr. Manning said. “On
a personal level, I want to look
back on my life and remember all
of the students that I have helped.
,WPDNHVPHIHHOVDWLV¿HGDQG
happy.”

VSU ‘Cinderella: The Opera!’ a night of enchantment

Kelsey Dickerson/ THE SPECTATOR
VSU Opera presented ‘Cinderella: The Opera!’ to the public on Jan. 21 and 22 in whitehead auditorium. Above, guest preformers Dorea Cook as cinderella and Joseph Mason as prince charmLQJVWDULQWZRRIWKHVWRU\¶VPRVWSLYRWDOVFHQHV/HIW3ULQFH&KDUPLQJDQG&LQGHUHOODPHHWIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHDWWKHEDOO5LJKW&LQGHUHOODDQG3ULQFH&KDUPLQJDUHUHYHDOHGWRHDFKRWKHULQWKH
woods by Cinderella’s fairy godmother, played by guest performer Marti Shert. Despite weather, both performances drew sizable crowds.

Turn the
page to read
a review of
‘Cinderella:
The Opera!’
by staff writer LaDaezjah
Warrens
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Get fit with the Nupes Models plan to strut into forever
Erin Turner

STAFF WRITER
epturner@valdosta.edu
February is the month of
¿WQHVVDQGWKHPHQRI.DSSD
Alpha Psi have you covered.
During the week of Feb. 9,
there will be events to keep your
1HZ<HDU¶V¿WQHVVUHVROXWLRQ
rolling. The week will all lead
to the “NaKed” 5k mile run on
Feb. 11.
“Nupesanity is an intense
session of workouts led by CEO
of Commando Athletix, Eric
Roberson, a.k.a. Commando
Dro,” David Burdette, a member
of Kappa Alpha Psi, Fraternity
Inc. Lambda Phi chapter, said.
“The event will be Thursday,
Feb. 9, and the location is to be
announced. The entire week the
Nupes will be handing out health
tips and giving out free protein
bars and possibly some smoothies.”
Burdette explained how NupeSanity came to be.
“I came up with the idea of
having NupeSanity in the late
fall for students who are in need
of a personal trainer that will
push and bring momentum to
their workouts,” Burdette said.
“However, the NaKed 5k mile
run I have been wanting to do
since my freshman year when
my RHD told me about how his
school did this annually to build

pride and tradition.”
The week of events will
FRQVLVWRIKHDOWKWLSVDQG¿WQHVV
WKDWZLOOKHOSH[SDQG\RXU¿WQHVV
regimen in only a week. Anyone
who is looking for a personal
WUDLQHUZLOOKDYHWKHEHQH¿WRI
being trained by Roberson. Everyone is welcome to the events
during the week and are encouraged to be a part of something
that can improve their health.
7KH¿UVWGD\RI1XSH6DQLW\
will consist of health tips, protein
bars and membership sign-ups
for Commando Athletix and for
the NaKed 5k.
The Tuesday and Wednesday
of the week will consist of videos
to promote the intense session
that will happen Feb. 9.
Friday will be a resting day,
and Saturday will be the 5k run.
The Nupes will be holding
a clothing drive, and all of the
proceeds from the 5k run will be
donated to LAMP, a homeless
shelter in Valdosta.
If you’re looking to improve
your health then, make sure you
reach out to one of the men of
Kappa Alpha Psi, Fraternity Inc.
“We as men of Kappa Alpha
Psi . . . are always looking for
ways to inspire service in the
public’s interest,” Burdette.
“Nupesanity is just one of many
and just for you. So, get off the
couch and come out and work for
the results you’ve been waiting
for.”

Tiana Foster

STAFF WRITER
tjfoster@valdosta.edu
Kameri Johnson, a senior mass
media major, and Zaria Howell, a
junior mass media major, are colODERUDWLQJRQWKHLU¿UVWSURMHFW
the Forever Young fashion show.
Johnson stated they both
wanted to bring something new
and fresh to Valdosta State.
“Forever Young is about being
as young as you feel, believing
in yourself and energizing your
future,” Johnson said. “It’s about
channeling that time in your life
when the world and everything
around you was new. It is about
refocusing, reassessing, replanning and reactivating your
future.”
Johnson and Howell are
models for Legends Modeling
Troupe. After experiencing the
behind the scenes of a fashion show, they were instantly
inspired to create their own
show. After careful thought and
late night conversations with
Michael, “Mikey,” Sanders,
president of Legends Modeling
Troupe, they were able to think
of a name and begin auditions.
Forever Young plans to work
ZLWKDORWRI¿UVWWLPHPRGHOV

STAFF WRITER
bjethridge@valdosta.edu

Back row from left: Lacie Duncan, Brittany DiGiammarino, Kendra Beasley
In front: Dorea Cook perform a scene from “Cinderella: The Opera!”

A twist on a timeless classic
LaDaezjah Warrens

STAFF WRITER
lmwarrens@valdosta.edu
The VSU Opera performed
“Cinderella: The Opera!” Jan.
20 – 22.
The show was a re-telling of
the original Cinderella story;
however, instead of animals helping Cinderella get ready for the
ball, Cinderella, played by Dr.
Dorea Cook, was helped by six
beautiful spirits who served as
the fairy godmother’s helpers.
What stood out the most was
the ability of the performers to
sing in the operatic style while
still acting and dancing.
“The hardest part about singing opera is learning the proper
technique and learning how to
sing properly so that your voice
remains healthy,” said Andrea
Leon-Moreno, one of the spirits
in the opera.
Imagine trying to sing opera
laying down, that sounds crazy,

but, somehow, Dr. Cook managed
to pull it off.
The show featured an even balance of comedy and romance and
kept the audience engaged.
The crowd was so enthralled
that the slightest distraction
caused an uproar. At one point,
a woman saw the light from a
cellphone and passed a whisper
down the rows to the young
woman, asking that she turn her
phone off.
When asked about the rehearsals leading up to the performance,
Leon-Moreno praised the cast.
“[They] worked like a welloiled machine,” Leon-Moreno
VDLG³7KHPRVWGLI¿FXOWWKLQJ
was learning where to put all the
props for scene changes.”
After seeing this show, you will
likely have a newfound appreciation for opera and would want to
see another show.
The next show is “Wine, Women, and Song,” on April 20. The
price is $40 for students, which
includes dinner and a show.

“Forever Young
is about being
as young as you
feel, believing
in yourself and
energizing your
future.”
-Kameri Johnson
Coordinator
promotion team formerly known
as “The Baddies.”
“The theme of the show is
¿QGLQJ\RXULQQHUIUHHVSLULW´
Johnson said. “Living young,
wild and free but most importantly being Forever Young.”
Johnson and Howell wanted to

make sure that the designers represented the theme of the show,
which is youth. Ugly Urban;
Simplicity; Nia Shades; His and
Her Closet; and Muse and Melrose are all young entrepreneurs
that represent the young, wild
and free.
The production team also displayed the youthful and energetic
spirit, as they chose to work with
several students to showcase
their talent as well. The directors,
make-up artists, photographers
and DJs are all students who attend VSU.
The show is set for Feb. 24.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. at
the University Center in the Magnolia Room. Regular admission
will be $3 and $5 limited VIP
seating will be offered. Pre-sale
tickets will not be sold.
Before the show, there will
be a few pop-up shops that for
the designers to showcase their
merchandise before it is viewed
on the runway.
Johnson and Howell have not
thought about another show just
yet because they are working on
perfecting Forever Young.
“This show was put together
out of our enjoyment to model,
and we hope to see you all there,”
Johnson said.

Art show taking on a new direction
Bryce Ethridge

Kelsey Dickerson/THE SPECTATOR

and also current models from
Legends Modeling Troupe. No
experience was required to audition, as plenty of the models are
inexperienced.
Forever Young will feature 30
models, both male and female.
Forever Young is also collaborating with Share in Africa and a

It’s Feb. 1 and you wake up
in the morning thinking there’s
nothing to look forward to today.
You walk out of your room and
head to class, and then you get
WKHUHDQG¿QGRXWWKDWLW¶V%ODFN
History Month. You sit there
and still feel unexcited as the
professor talks about the same
things you hear every year. Kyle
Breaux, this year’s head of the
Black History Month Art Show,
wants to change that.
“I want to highlight how music
has affected our culture as black
people,” Breaux said.
The main message Breaux
wants to send through this art
show is how there has been
music to get black people

through all the decades and the
various movements they’ve gone
through. He also wants to show
how music from the past has
LQÀXHQFHGPXVLFWRGD\
Breaux doesn’t want this
show to be your run-of-the-mill
art show. He has included more
live events, such as live music,
spoken word and even a few
yoga performances throughout
the show.
“We’re trying to give people
a lot more to see,” Breaux said.
“You have a lot more to interact
with and to see in the moment.
You’re able to see these live art
pieces taking place.”
Breaux stated he doesn’t feel
like most people know how
impactful and unifying music
can be to the people who listen,
thus showing that music will be
a large part of the art show.

Breaux wants the artists that
have entered their art pieces in
WKHVKRZWRUHÀHFWPXVLF+H
stated he wants the artists to
create a playlist to go with their
pieces in order to create atmosphere around them.
“I want to make sure that each
[art] piece is connected to some
piece of music,” Breaux said.
The new director shows that
he wants to leave his mark on
the show by breathing life into it
with the use of music.
Breaux currently has both
sides of the Magnolia Room at
the University Center secured
for the show, but he’s looking to
expand to another room for more
space.
The Black History Month Art
Show will be held on Feb. 22
from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

A ‘fortunate’ new addition on Netflix
Kelsey Dickerson

FEATURES EDITOR
kedickerson@valdosta.edu
2Q-DQ1HWÀL[UHOHDVHGRQH
of its most anticipated series to
date: “Lemony Snicket’s A Series
of Unfortunate Events.”
The season’s eight-episode
FOLIIKDQJHUGHWDLOLQJWKH¿UVW
three and a half books of the Lemony Snicket series, was more than
promising. The series, thankfully, stuck close to the books, as
spin-offs rarely do, with only one
surprise twist. The three children,
Violet, Klaus and Sunny, encountered the same traps and clueless
adults as in the books, and Count
Olaf was always there, ready
to pull off some new scheme in
some new costume.
Neil Patrick Harris, who sang
the theme song as well as starred
in the show, was almost too

good as Count Olaf, a role that
could have been challenging for
Harris because of the character’s
chameleon-like antics.
Malina Weissman, Louis Hynes
DQG3UHVOH\6PLWKHDFK¿WULJKW
into their roles as Violet, Klaus
and Sunny Baudelaire respectively.
The casting, in my opinion,
was where the production could
have failed, considering most
children (now adults) who read
the series when it came out probably watched the 2004 movie that
packed a punch in the casting
department. This new series had
the unique challenge of persuading viewers who have known an
alternative cast to believe in a
new cast’s portrayal. Though I
personally preferred Meryl Streep
as Aunt Josephine to Alfre Woodard, no actor disappointed.
The series itself is a whimsical dark-comedy that is truly a
delight to watch.

The makeup team in charge of
Harris’ transformation deserves a
medal for their work. The overall
look of the character was stylized
just enough, so Harris looked like
a storybook character brought to
life but not a cartoon.
The scenery and characters also
lent to the surreal feeling of the
show. The world this series created is one that teeters on fantasy,
and, in some scenes, dives right
in. The settings, Aunt Josephine’s
house hanging on the edge of a
cliff, the reptile room, Mr.Poe’s
RI¿FHDW0XOFWXDU\0RQH\0DQagement and his home, are all
just odd enough that they were a
delight to see.
If you’ve read the books, I
recommend binge-watching this
series. If you’ve seen the movie,
you’ll enjoy this series as well. If
you’ve done none of the above,
this is your chance to get into a
franchise you might not have otherwise, and you won’t regret it.
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Blazers
Win Seventh
Straight
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VSU Baseball looking to overcome key absences in 2017
¿HOGHU'DOWRQ'XW\WKLVVHDVRQ
'XW\ZKRJRWLQMXUHGHDUOLHUWKLV
\HDUZLOOUHGVKLUWWKHVHDVRQ+H
OHGWKHWHDPLQKLWVDYHUDJHDQG
VSU Baseball will look to
UXQVODVW\HDUDQGZDVVHOHFWHG
defy preseason voters after being
WRWKHSUHVHDVRQDOO*XOI6RXWK
SLFNHGWR¿QLVKVL[WKLQWKH*6&
&RQIHUHQFHWHDP
DKHDGRIWKHVHDVRQ7KHWHDP
,QVWHDG*XLOOLDPVZLOOEHORRNwill be looking to replace star
LQJIRUOHDGHUVKLSIURPKLVVHQLRUV
SLWFKHU0LWFKHOO&RG\ZKROHG
DIWHUVHOHFWLQJVHFRQGEDVHPDQ
WKHWHDPLQVWULNHRXWVODVWVHDVRQ
&KLSSHU$QG]HOFDWFKHU&OLQW
968KDVSOD\HGWZRH[KLELWLRQ
&DUDQGWKLUGEDVHPDQ0DUFXV
JDPHVDVWKH\JHWUHDG\IRUWKH
6LJPRQWREHWKHWHDPFDSWDLQV
UHJXODUVHDVRQ7KH\ZRQERWK
6LJPRQKDGWKHVHFRQGPRVW
JDPHVDJDLQVW7DOODKDVVHH&RPKLWVDQGUXQVODVW\HDUDQGKHOHG
PXQLW\&ROOHJHDQG&HQWUDO)ORULWKHWHDPLQKRPHUXQV6LJPRQ
GD&RPPXQLW\&ROOHJH
VDLGWKHWHDPKDVKDGWREXLOG
³$JDLQVW&)&&ZHSOD\HGH[UHODWLRQVKLSVZLWKHDFKRWKHUDIWHU
FHSWLRQDOO\ZHOOHVSHFLDOO\GXULQJ
ORVLQJVHQLRUVIURPODVW\HDU¶V
RXU¿UVWJDPH´VDLG968%DVHWHDP
Seth Willard/THE SPECTATOR
EDOO+HDG&RDFK*UHJ*XLOOLDPV
³2XUWHDPFKHPLVWU\LV
³,QWKHVHFRQGJDPHZHGLGQRW
.HQGDOO+HUURQURXQGV¿UVWEDVH\HVWHUGD\GXULQJ968%DVHEDOO¶VSUHVHDVRQVFULPPDJHDJDLQVW$%$&LQ9DOGRVWD
SUREDEO\RXUVWURQJHVWSRLQW´
SOD\DVZHOOHYHQWKRXJKLQERWK
6LJPRQVDLG³:HKDYHJRRG
JDPHVZHVFRUHGPRUHSRLQWV
968¿QLVKHGODVW\HDUZLWKD
968KDVSRVWHGDQUHFRUG
*HRUJLDULYDO$OEDQ\6WDWHRQ
SLWFKLQJDQGSOD\JRRGGHIHQVH
WKDQDQ\RWKHUWHDPVRRYHUDOO,
UHFRUGZKLFKZDVVHYHQWK
LQWKHWKUHHVHDVRQVVLQFH
:HGQHVGD\)HEDWSP
EXW,WKLQNDOWRJHWKHUDVDWHDP
ZDVSOHDVHG´
LQWKH*6&RXWRIWHDPV$IWHU
7KH%OD]HUVZLOOVWDUWWKH
ZHKDYHJUHDWWHDPFKHPLVWU\´
*XLOOLDPVDOVRZRQ¶WKDYHRXWZLQQLQJWKHFRQIHUHQFHLQ
VHDVRQDWKRPHDJDLQVW6RXWK



Briana Salem

STAFF WRITER
basalem@valdosta.edu
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VSU Softball enters the season as a GSC power
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7KH%OD]HU6RIWEDOOWHDPLVQRW
JHWWLQJFDXJKWXSLQSUHVHDVRQ
KRQRUVRUUDQNLQJVDKHDGRIWKH
VHDVRQ
7KH%OD]HUVZHUHSLFNHGWR
¿QLVKWKLUGLQWKH*XOI6RXWK
&RQIHUHQFHLQDSUHVHDVRQ
FRDFKHVSROOWKLVVHDVRQDQGWKH\
KDGWKUHHSOD\HUVVHOHFWHGWRWKH
SUHVHDVRQ$OO*6&WHDP7KH
WHDPDOVRRSHQHGWKHVHDVRQDW
LQWKH1DWLRQDO)DVWSLWFK&RDFKHV
$VVRFLDWLRQ
&KHOVHD&DQDUDLVDVHQLRUZKR
EDWWHGDFDUHHUKLJKODVWVHDVRQ6KHDOVREURXJKWLQ5%,¶V
DQGSRVWHGDFDUHHUKLJKKLWV
³,MXVWIHOWUHDOO\WKDQNIXOWKDW
SHRSOHWKRXJKWWKDW,FRXOGJHW
WKDW>KRQRU@EXWDWWKHHQGRIWKH
GD\LW¶VDOODERXWWKHWHDP´&DQDUDVDLGRQKHU$OO*6&VHOHFWLRQ³,W¶VDJUHDWKRQRUWRKDYH
EXW,GRQ¶WUHDOO\WKLQNDERXWWKDW
NLQGRIVWXII´
&DQDUDQRWHGWKDWWKHWHDP¶V
JRDOZDVWRZLQWKHYHU\ODVW
JDPHRIWKHVHDVRQ WKH1DWLRQDO
&KDPSLRQVKLS DQGZLWKLWEHLQJ
KHUODVW\HDUVKHZDQWHGWRGRKHU
YHU\EHVWIRUKHUWHDPPDWHVDQG
FKHULVKHYHU\PRPHQW
2QHRIWKRVHWHDPPDWHV
%UDQG\0RUJDQZDVDOVRYRWHG
WRWKH3UHVHDVRQ$OO*6&WHDPDV
ZHOO0RUJDQLVDMXQLRUZKRKDG
FDUHHUKLJKVLQKLWVDQGEDWWLQJ
DYHUDJHZLWKDQG6KH
VFRUHGUXQVDQGZDVVHFRQGRQ
WKHWHDPZLWK5%,¶V6KHKDG
KRPHUXQVZKLFKZDVHLJKWK
LQWKH*6&
³,KDGQRLGHDXQWLODFRXSOHRI
P\IULHQGVWROGPHFRQJUDWXODWLRQVDQGVHQWPHWKHDUWLFOH´
0RUJDQVDLG³,WZDVUHDOO\QLFH
EXW,ZDVDOLWWOHVKRFNHG´
0RUJDQFRQVLGHUVKHUVHOID
OHDGHURQWKHWHDPDQGVKHZDQWV
WREHPRUHRIDQH[DPSOHWKDQD
YRFDOOHDGHU
³,XVHGWREHDVHO¿VKSOD\HULQ
KLJKVFKRRODQGMXVWFDUHGDERXW
P\VHOIDQGP\VWDWV´0RUJDQ
VDLG³,QFROOHJHWKLV>WHDP@LV
PRUHRIDIDPLO\IHHO,MXVWZDQW
WRSOD\P\EHVWJDPHDQGEHQH¿W
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6RSKRPRUH.DVLH-RKQVRQVWDUWHGLQWKHFLUFOHIRU9686RIWEDOOODVW7XHVGD\LQWKHLUSUHVHDVRQPDWFKXSZLWK*HRUJLD0LOLWDU\&ROOHJH968ZRQ

P\WHDP´
7KHWHDPWRRNWKH¿HOGRQ
7XHVGD\LQDSUHVHDVRQVFULPPDJHDJDLQVW*HRUJLD0LOLWDU\
&ROOHJH7KH\WUDLOHGIRUDVWLQW
GXULQJWKHJDPHEXWXVHGD¿YH
UXQLQQLQJWRWDNHWKHOHDGLQWKH
WK7KH\ZRQWKHVFULPPDJH
DQGYDOXHGWKHH[SHULHQFHJDLQHG
IURPLW
³,WZDVSUREDEO\RQHRIWKH
PRVWLPSRUWDQWGD\VLQWKHSUH
VHDVRQ´&DQDUDVDLG³,QSUDFWLFHZHVHHRXURZQWHDPPDWHV
SOD\LQJDQGSLWFKLQJEXWLWKHOSV
WRVHHRWKHUSHRSOHDQGJDLQWKDW
H[SHULHQFH´

+HDG&RDFK7KRPDV0DFHUD
LVWKHHPERGLPHQWRIH[SHULHQFH
ZKHQLWFRPHVWRFRDFKLQJ,QKLV
\HDUVDW968KH¶VFRPSLOHGD
UHFRUGPDNLQJKLPWKH
DOOWLPHZLQQLQJHVWFRDFKLQ968
VRIWEDOO¶VKLVWRU\7KH%OD]HUV
ZHQWWRVL[VWUDLJKW*6&&RQIHUHQFHFKDPSLRQVKLSVDQGWKH\
ZRQWKH1DWLRQDO&KDPSLRQVKLS
LQXQGHUKLVWXWHODJH
³,GRQ¶WJHWFDXJKWXSLQ
UDQNLQJVPXFK´0DFHUDVDLG
³6RPHWLPHV\RXWKLQN\RX¶UH
EHWWHUVRPHWLPHV\RXWKLQN\RX
DUHZRUVH&KDPSLRQVKLSVDUHQ¶W
ZRQLQ)HEUXDU\7KH\¶UHZRQLQ

0D\´
7KH%OD]HUVORVWWKUHH$OO
6RXWK5HJLRQSOD\HUVEXW0DFHUD
GRHVQ¶WWKLQNWKDWKLVWHDPZLOO
VWUXJJOHEHFDXVHRILW+HDOVR
GRHVQ¶WWKLQNKLVWHDPLVZHDNLQ
DQ\RQHDUHDRIWKHJDPHVD\LQJ³,WKLQNZH¶UHSUHWW\JRRG
DOODURXQG,WKLQNZHKDYHJRRG
SLWFKLQJ,WKLQNZHKDYHJRRG
KLWWLQJ,WKLQNZHKDYHJRRG
GHIHQVHDQGZHKDYHGHSWK´
0DFHUDKDVWKHVDPHH[SHFWDWLRQVIRUWKLVVHDVRQWKDWKHGRHV
HYHU\VHDVRQZLQWKH1DWLRQDO
&KDPSLRQVKLS
³(YHU\\HDUWKHJRDOLVWRFRP-

SHWHQDWLRQDOO\,GRQ¶WH[SHFWWR
GRDQ\WKLQJOHVV´0DFHUDVDLG
7KH1DWLRQDO&KDPSLRQVKLSEDQQHUORRPVDFURVVWKH¿HOG
IURPWKH%OD]HUVGXJRXWDW6WHHO¶V
'LDPRQG)LHOG,W¶VVRPHWKLQJWKH
SOD\HUVVHHHYHU\WLPHWKH\WDNH
WKH¿HOGDFRQVLVWHQWUHPLQGHURI
ZKDWWKHH[SHFWDWLRQVDUH
7KHSXUVXLWRIWKH1DWLRQDO
7LWOHEHJLQVRQ)HEDV968
WDNHVRQ1RUWK*HRUJLDLQWKH
*XOI6KRUHV,QYLWDWLRQDOLQ*XOI
6KRUHV$ODEDPD
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Dean on other side of Peach Basket
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Blake Justice is one of 22 players to score 1,000 points in VSU history.

Blake
Justice goes pro
Briana Salem
STAFF WRITER
basalem@valdosta.edu

Former VSU shooting guard
Blake Justice is starting his professional basketball career across
the pond. Justice, who scored
1,112 points in three seasons with
VSU, joined Germany’s Licher
Basket Bears earlier this month.
Blake, who is from Peebles,
Ohio, said the decision to continue playing overseas didn’t come
without much deliberation among
his family.
“I’m very close with my family
back in Ohio, and I rarely make
a life decision without discussing
it with them,” Blake said. “I also
spoke with my coaches from Valdosta and my girlfriend who has
been on the basketball grind with
me since I met her, not to mention
discussing it with my little brother
who would have killed me had
I not continued to chase my/our
dream.”
Blake’s younger brother, Beau
Justice, is a guard at VSU. He’s
currently ranked 15th in the
Gulf South Conference with 234
points scored during the season.
Beau said he totally supports
his brother’s decision to play in
Germany.
“He’s doing great right now,
and I can’t wait to go visit him,”
Beau said. “I’ve looked up to him
my whole life. He’s the guy that
blazed the trail, and I followed
it. He is one of the best people
I know because I learn from his
mistakes, and he’s like my best
friend.”
/LFKHU¿UVWVKRZHGLQWHUHVWLQ
Blake over the summer last year.
Head Coach of the Basket Bears,
Rolf Scholz, said the team liked
that Blake was a versatile player.

“We were much more interested in getting an all-rounder in
the team that complemented us on
both sides of the court and on all
backcourt positions from one to
three,” Scholz said in a statement
on the team’s website.
Blake, who spent the last six
months as an assistant with VSU
basketball, said the university and
the supportive community made
his stay in Valdosta enjoyable.
“Valdosta was good to me,”
Blake said. “The community
was always great, along with the
athletic department. It was a great
place to spend three years playing
and having the opportunity to help
WKHFRDFKLQJVWDIIIRUDERXW¿YH
to six months was a blessing as
well.”
VSU Basketball Head Coach
Mike Helfer said one reason
Blake has so much success on
the court is because of his calm
demeanor, which causes him to
rarely get rattled.
“As a coach, when you see that
in a player, it allows you to not
worry about him in pressure situations,” Helfer said.
7KHUHZLOOGH¿QLWHO\EHDOHDUQing curve for Blake as he begins
his professional career. Not only
will he have to adjust to a new
team and playbook, he will have
to adjust to a whole new country
as well.
³,W¶VGH¿QLWHO\DQDGMXVWPHQW´
Blake said. “Germany just has a
different culture that you have to
adjust with.”
However, Blake said syncing up
with a new time zone will be his
¿UVWSULRULW\
“I’d say the time change was
the hardest to adjust to because
my day is half done by the time
people wake up in the states,”
Blake said.

After a 5-7 season with
Georgia Southern, David Dean
is headed back to the Gulf South
Conference.
Dean, who left VSU after
the 2015 season, is headed to
conference rival West Georgia.
Dean was an assistant coach and
offensive coordinator at Georgia
Southern during 2016. He had a
less than impressive season with
the Eagles, dropping four more
games from 2015 where they
went 9-4.
Before going to Georgia
Southern, Dean was the head
coach at VSU for eight seasons.
+HPDGHKLVWRU\LQKLV¿UVW
season by winning the National
Championship in 2007. Five

years later, he led the Blazers to
another championship.
When the Blazers won their
¿UVWFKDPSLRQVKLSLQ
Dean was the offensive coordinator.
In addition to his three national titles at VSU, he holds the
record for wins by a head coach
with 79.
Dean has a lot of history with
Valdosta, but Carrollton is the
place he got his start in collegiate coaching.
He was an offensive assistant
to Charlie Fisher from 19921999. Under Fisher he was
able to develop a true offensive
identity.
“He (Fisher) has had the
PRVWLQÀXHQFHRQPHDVIDUDV
game planning, the approach to
games, what to look for, how
WR¿OPVWXG\WKRVHW\SHVRI

things,” said Dean to the Spectator after breaking the record for
most wins at VSU.
With the hire, Dean became
the 12th head coach in UWG
history. He is one of the most
decorated coaches in GSC.
“I’m really excited about the
opportunity to come back to
Carrollton and to get back into
the Gulf South Conference. I’m
also looking forward to working again with many people that
I’ve kept in touch with over
the years,” Dean said in a West
Georgia press release.
Dean is only two years
removed from VSU and he still
has plenty of players that he
recruited under new head coach
Kerwin Bell. This is just the
latest chapter in the VSU and
UWG rivalry.

