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Valdosta Symphony Guild recently installed new officers. They are from left to right: Martha
Cummings, corresponding secretary; Neasa Hapiak, president
mmmm president; Sheya Taylor, recording secretary; and Jessica

Symphony Guild celebrates

record season

VALDOSTA — Valdosta
Symphony Guild recently
celebrated record atten-
dance of 2,346 for 2012-13
youth orchestra programs
at the annual luncheon.

During the Valdosta
Country Club event, eight
new members were (ntro-
duced and recently elected
officers were installed,
with retiring President Pa-
tricia Vigerstol handing
over the baton to Marian
Belanger, 201314 season
president.

The luncheon celebrat
ed the Guild's successful
fundralising efforts for
2012-13.

In her speech, Vigerstol
outlined the fact that youth
concerts this season had a
record attendance of 1,926
and that attendance at all
Guild-supported youth pro-
grams during the vear was
2,46, This demonstrates
just how many young peo
ple in Valdosta and sur
rounding communities are
touched by the Gulld youth
programs.

Vigerstol presented the
Guild's annual gift to the
Valdosta Symphony Or-
chestra in the amount of
$50,000. Those present to
accept were John Craw-
ford, University Advance-
ment vice president and
CEO of VSU Foundation;
Dr. John Gaston, College of
the Arts dean; Dr Doug
Farwell, interim head,
VSU Music Department,
and executive director of
the Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra; and Dx. Howard
Hsau, musie director of the
orchestra

Vigerstol also presented
a check to the Valdosta
Symphony Guild Endow
ment Fund In the amount
of $10,000 which was estab-
lished this vear to benefit
the orchestra in the future

The Guild then honored
and thanked Gaston, retir
ing dean of the College of
the Arts, for his excellent
commitment and support
over the years.

In her first remarks,
newly installed President

SUBMITTED PHOTO

-elect; Patricia Vigerstol,

Marian Belanger gave a
preview of the upcoming
season for the Guild and
the Orchestra and outlined
programs, events and
fundraisers planned for the
year

Belanger said, “The
VSO will begin the new
season with a schedule of
exciting and unique con-
certs. We will experience a

wide spectrum of music
from the avant garde
APPS' to the traditional
‘Amadeus.”

This is a reference to
two of the orchestra's five
scheduled concerts for the
201314 season: the US.
premiere of Ned Mc-
Gowan's inspired Concerto
for {Pad, with Kelko
Shichijo as soloist and
Tehalkovsky's magnificent
Fifth Symphony, with
Shannon Lowe as sololst.

Belanger thanked the
Guild for their hard work
and support and ended the |
luncheon with the presen |
tation of a gift of apprecia
tion to Vigerstol,
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1 left to right: Gall Green, Ann Kasun, Ruth Dominicis, Marilyn Miller, Robin Thomas, Ann

| r Turner. Not pictured: Christin Adeimy and Margery Rogge.
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Valdosta Symphony Guild
%)

You are invited to a
Wine c Cheese Party
and

New Member Orientation

Tuesday, August 27, 2013
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Bellemeade North Clubhouse
17 Bellemeade North
Valdosta, GA
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String Project: The
culture of music, the
cultures of the world

BY DEAN POLING
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — Through music, the South Georgia
String Project has broadened horizons for many regional
youngsters. Now, with international students assisting in
its programs, the project can give youngsters insight into
other cultures and the world.

The South Georgia String Project offers students the
opportunity to learn how to read music and play a
stringed instrument, while providing these music lessons
at affordable rates.

Partnered by VSU Music and the Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra, the South Georgia String Project is part of a
rare program as a member of the American String Teach-
ers Association National String Project Consortium. The
South Georgia String Project is one of only a few dozen
such programs throughout the United States.

New sessions begin Monday, Sept. 9, with registration
still available,

Lauren Burns directs the South Georgia String Proj-
ect. She will be joined by a new conductor for the Valdos-
ta Symphony Youth Orchestra.

Charles Jeong is from South Korea. Since moving from
Seoul, he has been in the States for five years. In addition
to Valdosta, Jeong has spent time in California, Washing-
ton State, and Chattanooga, Tenn.

There are also three teachers from Brazil, three from
Honduras, and one from Ecuador, as well as VSU students
from Georgia and Florida, Burns says.

The South Georgia String Project offers a wide range
of musical learning opportunities.

More information: Visit www.valdosta.edu/sgsp/,
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Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra

24th Season

Howard Hsu, Music Director

Youth Concert
“APPlause”

September 13, 2013

Whitehead Auditorium * 10 am

Valdosta State University
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The Valdosta Symphony Guild

cordially invites you to a

Special Pre-Concert Dinner

to celebrate the opening of
the 24" Season of the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra

Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts
527 North Patterson Street

Saturday, September 14, 2013

3:45 p.m.

RSUP by Wednesday, September 11, 2013

$28 per ®Person
Prepaid reservations required, please.

Number Attending

My check is enclosed (Payable to Valdosta Symphony Guild)
Please bill my credit card # Exp. date
Master Card Visa Amer. Express

Reservations may be made by calling
Neasa Hapiak (229-251-0818)
or by mailing this form to
Neasa Hapiak, 2496 Pebblewood Drive, Valdosta, GA 31602
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Valdosta Symphony opens with an iPad Concerto

BY DEAN POLING

HE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — The Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra plans to
turn people’s perceptions of
what they expect from an orches.
tra on its head this coming week

People often consider an or
chestra to be a group of musi
cians playing ancient, classical
music, on traditional, non-elec
tric instrument. Though far
more musically appealing than
that sentence sounds, it is the ba
sic truth of a symphony orches
oa

Enter the husband-and-wife
team of composer Ned McGowan
ind soloist Keiko Shichijo
Shichijo will perform the US
premiere of McGowan's Concer
to for iPad and Orchestra Satur
dav night with the Valdosta Sym-
phony Orchestra

[hat’s right. The cutting edge
technology of the tablet leads the
timeless music of the orchestra
Meanwhile, McGowan's work'im
uwes modern technology with a

oul

While it may sound novel

omposers have long taken ad

e of technological ad Renowned pianist Keiko Shichijo trades her piano for an iPad this week as she performs husband Ned McGowan's Concerto for iPad and Orchestra

nces, McGowan says with the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra.
Electronics and computers
1 Jong history and future In
among composers,” he

However, with exception of a
hamber pieces, "1t 1S quite
ree in the classical/new mu
nes,” McGowan says of
neerto. But he was In
the possibilities

ispect that excited me to

f visible gestures

new ["'\\}?‘!'HH' S to

ences (
3 2

wadll Says 10U Can

» soloist to play the 1Pad

he orchestra, just as

1 plano or violin concer

\Iso, throughout the perform
there are projections on

d the orcl

Ned McGowan composed Concerto for iPad and Orchestra. It will be berformed Saturday, Sept. 14, by his wife,
soloist Keiko Shichijo, on iPad and the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra.

l'ypically, [ am a traditional works. There is beauty of sound
pencil-and-paper type composel and human expression,” Mc
working with acoustic instru Gowan says
nts. When a violin just draws Vith electronics, 1t is very
l y O d

te, 1t just CONCERT | 4C

FIAAE
H:\:

CONCERT

Valdosta Symphony Orchestra pres-
ents “APPlause,” featuring Ned

McGow

or iPad

5in E Minor
ept. 14

ind Br Kwor

Reservations, more information: Call

When:

Where: \
Admission: Fr
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Symphony Ball

The Symphony Ball will be held Saturday, Nov. 9, at the'
Valdoyst':p(:o:xtry Club, which will be transformed into An
Enchanted Winter Garden' for the evening, which includes
cocktails, a special-menu dinner, dancing to The Fabulous
Classics band and silent and live auctions. This annual
event sponsored by the Valdosta Symphony Guild raises
funds to support the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra and
its many community programs. More information,

i Moy ; reservations, donations: Call Jessica Newman, (229) 740-

g gl e 5053, or (229) 219-0007; or on Facebook at

' SUBMITTED PHOTO www.facebook.com/ symphonyguild. Pictured: Auction
Symphony Ball

Committee Chair Jeani Synyard and Gail Hobgood.
Final preparations are underway for the Symphony Ball, sponsored by the Valdosta
Symphony Guild, for Saturday, Nov. 9, Valdosta Country Club. This year's theme: ‘An
Enchanted Winter Garden. The evening’s festivities include cocktails, a gourmet dinner,
dancing to The Fabulous Classics band, and silent and live auctions featuring many unique
items. The Symphony Ball is the signature fund-raising event of the Symphony Guild to
support the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra and its youth programs. Thousands of area
youths, students, collegians and those with developmental disabilities have benefited from
the following Guild-sponsored programs: Youth Concerts; Tunes of Tots; the South Georgia
String Project; the High School Honor’s Program; VSO Student Scholarships; the VSO
Concerto Competition; Family Concerts; Music Majors Ticket Program; VSO Graduate
Performance Assistantships; the Glenn Wisenbaker Memorial Concert; and Music Enrichment
Grants. More information, or to make reservations or donations: Contact Jessica Newman,
(229) 740-2053, or (229) 219-0007; Facebook: www.facebook.com/symphonyguild. Pictured:
Carla Penny, president-elect; Marian Belanger, president; Patricia Vigerstol, past president;
and Kay Jennett, chair of the Symphony Ball Decorations Committee.
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SAVE the DATE

SYMPHONY BALL

< “An Enchanted Winter Garde

- ) ' November 9, 2013 « Valdosta Country Club
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The Valdosta Symphony Guild hosted their annual
Symphony Ball on November 9th at the Valdosta
Country Club. It truly was An Enchanted Winter Garden
as guests were welcomed by woodland fairies when they
entered the club which had been transformed by Kay
Jennett with help from guild members. Original artwork,
Baccarat crystal, fabulous parties and even an elegant
Victorian sleigh were among the items auctioned. John
and Chris Roan were the high bidders for the jewelry
from Steel’s and also won the bonus Steel’s Shopping
Spree for contributing the most during the silent and
live auctions. Proceeds from the event benefit youth
‘ and collegiate programs of The Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra.
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November 1, 2013

Dear Symphony Ball Guest,

I am so pleased that you have accepted the Guild’s invitation to the 2013 Symphony Ball and Auction on
Saturday, November %4 at the Valdosta Country Club. The theme for this yearis An Enchanted Winter Garden,”
and the Club will be transformed into a magical winter wonderland. Elegant, exciting, and an “enchanted”
expenience for all who attend, the evening's festivities include cocktails, a gourmet dinner, dancing to “The
Fabulous Classics” band; and silent and live auctions featuring many unique items.

The Guild extends a special thank you to those who have participated as Sponsors and made
donations. Al sponsorships and donations are important in the Guild’s mission to support the Orchestra and
its youth programs. In appreciation, our Vivace Sponsor Southeast Capital Investment Group, our Allegretto
Sponsor Georgia Power Company, and all Andante and Adagio Sponsors will be recognized in the Symphony
Ball Program and on the Sponsor Board.

Our Auction Committee, chaired by Jeani Synyard, has done a _fabulous job of collecting a wide array

of interesting and beautiful items, and we thank all auction donors for their generosity. I am enclosing a

partial list of auction items for your review. Also, on the night of the Ball, for your convenience auction
items purchased may be paid for by cash, check, MasterCard, Visa or American Express.

AUl proceeds from the silent and live auctions will directly benefit the Orchestra and its programs,
Your generosity in bidding will touch many lives through programs such as the Glenn Wisenbaker Memorial
Concert, Youth Concerts, Tunes for Tots, the South Georgia String Project, the High School Honors Program,
the VSO Concerto Competition, Family Concerts, Complimentary Tickets for Music Majors, VSO Student
Scholarships, VSO Graduate Performance. Assistantships and Music Enrichment Grants.

Once again, thank you for your generosity and support of the Guild, the Orchestra and VSO programs.
[ am excited about our evening in “An Enchanted Winter Garden” and look_forward to seeing you at the Ball.

Always,

Manan Iﬁ’u'/:lll‘.jt/, President

VALDOSTA SYMPHONY GUILD
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Shannon Lowe performs Mozart's Bassoon Concerto this weekend with the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra. » S0 they are
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Tunes for Tots

s returns this

weekend

BY DEAN POLING
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

. VALDOSTA — Have a child interested in learning
more about a particular musical instrument? Or a
youngster who shows interest in music?

This weekend's Tunes for
Tots may be just the ticket

| SHOWT'ME for you and your young

Mozart.
Sponsored by the Valdos-

R Tunes for Tots, a Valdosta ta Symphony Guild, Valdos-
.+ Symphony Orchestra ta Symphony Orchestra mu-
ny Guild event. various instruments work
S

and Valdosta Sympho- sicians demonstrate how

When: 10 a.m.-noon Sat- and sound then allow young-
urday, Jan. 18, with the sters a hands-on demonstra-
instrument demon- tion with the “Instrument
strations from 10- Petting Zoo,”

10:45 a.m.; and the in- The South Georgia String
strument petting zoo  Project, a group composed of
from 10:45 a.m.-noon. young area musicians, is

Where: Whitehead Audi-  scheduled to perform during
torium, Valdosta State the event. These musicians

—

University Fine Arts range in ages from 8-year-
Building, corner of Oak olds to adults.
and Brookwood “We hope to inspire fu-
Admission: Free ture musicians and create Vi
More information: Call music lovers for the next ictor Lyons
(229) 506-7629 generation. I'm sure at least
one child will go home from
Tunes for Tots dreaming about playing in a symphony
one day,” said Tamara Hardesty, co-chair of the Valdos-
% ta Symphony Guild’s Tunes for Tots committee.

While no reservations are required and admission
is free, children must be accompanied by an adult for
this event,

The Valdosta Symphony Guild, which provides sup-
port for the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra and their
educational programs, sponsors this annual event.
Fresh Beginnings provides cookies for the children in
attendance,
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Kids and musicians got together
Saturday at the Tunes for Tots
event at Valdosta State
University, sponsored by the
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra.

Photos by Stuart Taylor

To order photos, please visit
www.vdtphotos.com
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Joana Kim mans the bow as Dr. Tod Leavitt, bass professor at Valdosta State University, holds the contra bass.
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Friday, Dec. at 7:30 P.M.
Saturday, Dec. at 1:00 P.M.
Saturday, Dec. at 7:30 PM.

Sunday, Dec. at 2:30 PM.

Mathis City Auditorium
Valdosta, Georgia




Valdosta show
dances into 41st
holiday season

BY DEAN POLING
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — Only one time,
one year since 1972, has Linda C.
Chase not presented her local
Dance Arts Inc. production of
“The Nutcracker.”

It was a holiday season in the
1980s, when Mathis City Audito-
rium was undergoing renova-
tions.

At the time of the absent
show, Dance Arts' “Nutcracker”
was only about a decade old,
which was still long enough for
it to have become a local tradi-
tion.

“For me, there was definitely
something missing, but I think
many people felt that way, the

performers, the audiences, every-

where that year, there was a feel-
ing that something was miss-
ing,” Chase has recalled in past
interviews.

But this year, the 41st year of
the performance playing next
weekend, “The Nutcracker” con-
tinues what may be the produc-
tion's newest tradition: The Val-
dosta Symphony O(chestra re-
turns for the fourth year to pro-
vide live music.

Dance Arts originally part-
nered with the VSO to commem-
orate Valdosta's sesquicentennial
celebration.

The idea of the partnership
began in 2009, when the orches-
tra’s Doug Farwell approached
Chase about backing the popular
holiday dance with live musi-
cians. Such a collaboration
makes sense. “The Nutcracker”
features the famed classical score
by Russian composer Peter Ilyich
Tchaikovsky.

Making the leap required ad-
ditional preparations.

Dance Arts traditionally used
recorded music, allowing Chase
to make all of the calls on moves
and more. With the addition of
the orchestra under the direction
of Conductor Howard Hsu, both
Dance Arts and the orchestra
have had to collaborate on the
production. Even causing a ma-
jor shift in the rehearsal tradi-
tion. In the past, Chase has re-
hearsed each scene separately.
The show never had a full begin-
ing-to-end run-through until the
opening performance before an
audience,

With the orchestra participat-
ing, the production now has a
full rehearsal prior to the open-
ing performance.,

Nonetheless, as long-time fans
realize, the show remains the

SUBMITTED PHOTO: APRIL SCRUGGS

Valdosta Symphony Orchestra partners again with Dance Arts to bring live music to ‘The Nutcracker. Pictured, left to right: Howard Hsu, Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra conductor, Mary Grace Holman, Bill Abercrombie, Frankie Patten.

Christmas classic they have
come to love with the added mag-
ic of a live professional orches-
tra.

In 1972, Chase put into effect
her long-held dream of present-
ing a full-length production of
“The Nutcracker,” With help
from Dave Christian, then the
head of Valdosta's Department of
Parks and Recreation, she pre-
sented her choreography and
students in the first production
that same year.

To give a little historical
framework, Dance Arts’ first
“Nutcracker” hit the stage in the
weeks after President Richard
Nixon was re-elected to his sec-
ond term, and it was presented
months before the term “Water-
gate” became a household word.

Dance Arts’ “Nutcracker”
has continued through eight
presidents and the popularity of
the dance shows no sign of flag-
ging.
Partly, its success rests on the
timeless nature of the original
work. Russian composer Pjtor
Ilyich Tchaikovsky based his
score on E. T A. Hoffmann's story,

Dance Arts Inc. and the Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra present
“The Nutcracker."

When: 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6;

1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 7; 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 8.

Where: Mathis City Auditorium,
2300 N. Ashley St.

Tickets: $12; $8 for special
narrated Saturday matinee
performance.

Reservations (required), more
Information: Visit
www.danceartsvaldosta.com

“Der Nusscrackern und der
MauseKoing,” a tale of a young
girl’s Christmas Eve gift of a nut-
cracker soldier and her dreams
of their adventures.

On Dec. 18, 1892,
Tchaikovsky’s work as a ballet
premiered at the Maryinski The-
atre, St. Petersburg, Russia.

Valdosta’s “Nutcracker” fea-
tures the choreography of Chase,
who studied dance in the leg-

endary Ballanchine format in
New York and highlights the tal-
ents of dozens of local residents.
THE CAST: Heather Maze, Jay
Jernigan, Mary Grace Holman,
Frankie Patten, Christopher
Gibbs, Bill Abercrombie, Paren
Baerwald, Payten Baerwald,
Brittanye Blake, Dixie Boston,
Landrey Boutwell, Margaret
Anne Cosper, Shelby Culbreth,
Caroline Dean, Grace Flemer,
Katherine Godbee, Kamie Hart-
ley, Mary Grace Holman, Andie
Krispin, Riley McBride, Libby
McCrary, Tolerie Moye, Frankie
Patten, Emily Kate Reagin, Sara
Grace Reaves, Emily Rozier, Sara
Scruggs, Mary Catherine Stamey,
Truly A. Storm, Breanna Strick-
land, Abigale Tillman, Hannah
Trowel, Abigail Walker, Matthew
L. Hogan, Dave Ross, Phyllis
Childree, Frank Kilgard, Brian-
na Ross, Rolf Vossfeldt, Becky
Herndon, Joseph Roberts, Abbi-
gail McCrary, Laura and Michael
Walker; Robert and Michelle By-
ington Jr,, Kamie Hartley, Libby
McCrary, Karrin Crozier, David
Brandon, Taffy Chase, Carlton
Gibbs, Sarah Creamer, Ellie El-

more, Kaitlyn Fender, Kathleen
Gannon, Christopher Gibbs,
Claire McLane, Olivia MacMil-
lan, Erin Moss, Katie Patten, Sa-
vannah Sumner, Reagan Taylor,
Donna Dauphinais, Grace Fle-
mer, Payten Baerwald, Brittanye
Blake, Landrey Boutwell, Mar-
garet Anne Cosper, Katherine
Godbee, Kamie Hartley, Libby
McCrary, Emily Rozier, Sara
Scruggs, Breanna Strickland,
Kamie Hartley Margaret Anne
Cosper, Katherine Godbee, Dixie
Boston, Shelby Culbreth,
Christopher Gibbs, Mary Grace
Holman, Andie Krispin, Riley
McBride, Tolerie Moye, Emily
Kate Reagin, Mary Catherine
Stamey, Grace Flemer, Kamie
Hartley, Libby McCrary,

CREATIVE TEAM: Linda C.
Chase, choreographer, artistic di-
rector; Allison Shenton, assistantj
director; additional choreogra-
phy by Lynne Brague, Karrin
Crozier, Cristin & Jay Jernigan,
Ben O’'Brien, Allison Shenton,
Shannon Thomas and Kim Tut-
tle: Howard Hsu, VSO conductor
Angelia Moser, narrator.




Dance Arts presents the 41st annual production of ‘The Nutcracker' next weekend. Pictured: standing, third row, left to right, Caroline Dean, Landrey Boutwell, Bill Abercrbhbie, Hann‘ah
Trowell, Sara Scruggs; standing, center row, Paren Baerwald, David Brandon, Grace Flemer; sitting, front row, Emily Rozier, Katherine Godbee, Libby McCrary, Brittanye Blake, Kamie Hartley,
Margaret Anne Cosper, Breanna Strickland.




Valdosta Symphony Orchestra

Y4th Season * Howard ”\ll‘ Music Director

Youth Concert: “Voyage of the lm.\ginati(m"
February 7, 2014

Valdosta State University * Whitchead Auditorium * 10 am
Mark Yancich and David Morris, timpani

Waltz from Strauss's Der Rosenkavalier, ( p. 59

James Oliverio’s Dynasty Double Timpani Concerto
[I. Naivete; 1. Impetuous;

Mark Yancich and David Morris, limpnni

Respighi’s Fountains of Rome
I. The Fountain of Valle Giulia at Dawn; II. The Triton Fountain in the Morning

lIl. The Trevi Fountain at Noon; IV. The Villa Medici Fountain at Sunset

Dominick Gheesling, Craig Hawkins, Kalina Winksa and Bryan Garris, video production

This concert is sponsored by the Valdosta S\'mph()m' Guild

e Valdosta Symphony Orchestra and other

11
Id.\.’x%[-l § ‘V.‘.'}l music

1wy Guild's mission is to raise funds for the
srchestra and. vouth music o - ict / ‘ <] } ] s s
orchestra and youth music programs so that its existing talent can grow, flourish and continue

J J { 1 y
pursue a high standard of performance. Without this support, the orchestra could not attract guest

y y y
S0101SLs and renowned 1nternat .'l",tl/ musicians to its concert

~

N




Tuesday, February 4, 2014

A different b

75 Cents

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Timpanists David Morris ang Mark Yancich, left and right, will perform one of only two double timpani compositions this
weekend with the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra. Robert Welch, center, the VSO's first conductor, has helped the timpanists
rehearse for the performances.

Double timpani work leads Valdosta Symphony concert

BY DEAN POLING
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — To dis-
cuss the upcoming Valdos
ta Symphony Orchestra
concert featuring compos-
er James Oliverio’s “Dy
nasty Double Timpani
Concerto.” one may first
want to know that the per

cussion instrument can be

correctly spelled either as
~timpani” or “tympani.”

A person who plays the

timpani is a timpanist
impani is the only per

cussion instrument that
must be tuned.

Timpani have a tonal
Interaction with other in-
struments that differs from
other percussions.

Good things to know
but not necessary to enjoy
the rare treat of seeing and
hearing two fimpanists
perform one of only two
pieces ever composed for
double timpani.

Valdosta Symphony’s
“Voyage of the Imagina
tion” concert this weekend
features VSO principal

timpanist David Morris
with guest artist Atlanta
Symphony principal tim-
panist Mark Yancich.
“There are only two
double timpani concerti in
existence,” Morr
“Another one was written
10 years ago by the Ameri-

can composer Philip Glass.
Mark and I played that con-
certo with Macon Sympho-

ny and the Albany Sym:-
phony. Jim Oliverio, the
composer of the Dynasty
double concerto that we
are playing here, wrote an

encore for us for the Glass.
That encore actually be-
came the third movement
of the Dynasty Concerto.”

Not only is a double
timpani composition rare,
so 1s the performance of
these pieces.

Morris, Yancich, and
Yancich’s brother, Paul, are
the only timpanists in the
world to have performed
both the Glass and the
Oliverio compositions, The
Oliverio piece was

VS0 | 4A




SUBMITTED PHOTO

Atlanta Symphony principal timpanist Mark Yancich and Valdosta Symphony principal timpanist David Morris rehearse

composer James Oliverio's ‘Dynasty Double Timpani Concerto' for this weekend's performance with the Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra.

Valdosta Symphony Orchestra
presents "Voyage of the
Imagination.”

When: 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb
8 (main concert); 3 p.m
Sunday, Feb. 9 (family
concert).

Where: Whitehead Auditori-
um, Valde State Uni

s Building,
corner o nd Brook
wood

More information: Call VSU
College of the Arts Out

333-2150
ww.valdosta
symphony.org

NOTE: The VSO's Downtown
Symphony Club meets
prior to the main concert,

p.m. Saturday,
{s Grille and Bar
More information: Con
tact Shannon Lowe, sr
bvaldosta.edu

1owe

VSO

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

composed specifically for
the Yancich brothers, the
only brothers in the world
to hold principal timpanist
positions in two major or-
chestras simultaneously.
During a 35-year period,
Morris and Mark Yancich
have collaborated many *
times. Together, they re-
hearsed the Oliverio work
on three occasions last fall
with former VSO conduc-
tor and founder Robert
Welch coaching the tim-
panists. They have per;
formed together on the
Glass composition on sev-
eral occasions as well as
the VSO performance of
the Sonata for Two Pianos
and Percussion. Morris
sits in for Yancich occa-
sionally as substitute tim-
panist and has worked as
second timpanist with him
with the Atlanta Sympho-
ny. They performed togeth-
er on the Grammy Award-
winning recording of the
Berlioz Requiem.
For the Oliveri
to, audiences can
hear more than just two
timpanists “drumming
around.”
“The Dynasty Concertc
explores elements of our

concer-

craft such as touch, tone,
harmonic sonorities,
counter melodies, strong
thematic melodic material,
and critical balance issues
that many percussion con-
certi do not explore due to
the falsely perceived no-
tion by some composers
that percussion instru-
ments lack the ability to be
highly expressive,” Morris
says.

The timpani are com-

plemented by the subtle in-

teraction of two harps
throughout the concerto,
“Following a very dra-
matic timpani-like first
movement, the second
movement is a beautiful
Debussy-like movement
that explores textures be-
tween the timpani and
harps and passes the pri-
mary melodic material to
the timpani. This is an in-
teresting feature, because
timpani rarely get to play
the melodies. The third
movement is without the
orchestra, so the tim-
panists play a solo duet
that involves chord pro-
gressions and melodies
that stand on their own

with no orchestral support.

The fourth movement
starts off with a nostalgic
horn call recalling and
revering all our musical
ancestors who have devel-
oped our art form to the
present day. The last move-
ment is a real tour de force
for both players interact-
ing with the orchestra, cul-
minating in two short ca-
denzas that are exciting
and entertaining.”

For Morris, the timpani
has long been exciting and
entertaining.

As a fifth-grader, David
Morris began playing
drums. After hearing the

Beatles, he created a home-
made drum set from boxes.
His parents finally bought
him a drum set a few years
later when Morris was a
high school sophomore. As
a junior, he joined the
school band to learn to
read music. He played con-
cert percussion and with
the school jazz band. He
still describes the drum set
as his “original love.” *

In college, M rris’
teacher was an irchestral
player. Morris traded the
drum set for melodic per
cussion and the snare
drum.

“When I saw the tim-
pani, I gravitated there be-
cause it was the closest to
the drum set of the percus-
sion family,” he says.
“When playing timpani in
an orchestra, I still feel like
the drummer in a big
band, to some degree. Once
I had lessons on timpani, I
was hooked and it became
my primary interest, pro-
fessionally. The timpani
speak to me because of
their structural function in
orchestra music.”

In addition to the Olive-
rio work, the Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra will
perform Liadov’s “The En-
chanted Lake,” Strauss'
“Der Rosenkavalier Con-
cert Suite,” Respighi's
“Fountains of Rome."”
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

LARC & VSO

On Saturday, Feb. 8, the consumers and staff from LARC were treated to the annual Glenn
Wisenbaker Memorial Concert, also known as the dress rehearsal of the Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra, prior to that evening's performance. This program was named for the brother of a
Symphony Guild member, Mrs. James Allen, who is also a trustee of the LARC Foundation.
She endows the LARC Foundation with the opportunity for individuals from LARC to hear the
symphony prior to going to lunch. This follows an individual visit to LARC by symphony
members who teach them about the instruments and the music. More than 120 were treated
to lunch at Texas Roadhouse. This event has become the highlight of the year for the
participants. Everyone enjoyed the dining experience and beautiful symphony music,
especially the featured performance of the duo of timpanists, each of whom played five
kettle drums, according to organizers.
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Paul Campiglia

Meet the VSO:

This is the latest of a series of interviews with members of the
VSO. Meet Paul Campiglia, the VSO'’s Principal Percussionist
and percussion instructor at VSU

Q. Why did you know you wanted to be a professional
musician?

A. | grew up in a very musical home. My mom taught piano and
would sing in church and community groups. She was also a
Girl Scout leader, My dad was not the best singer in church...
but could be the loudest (Joyful noise). He loved all kinds of
music and helped me experience it all from Joplin to Wagner
and “Danny Boy” to “Take Five.” He loved Opera! We had an
old Victrola and he would put on 78 rpms to share Wagner. His
favorite radio shows were A Prairie Home Companion and A
Friday with Frank Sinatra...that tells you something! | guess |
was just around music all of the time. | grew up in South Jersey
so the Philadelphia Orchestra was a 25 minute train ride away
and | experienced many jazz and world music performances at
the African-American Museum in Philly as well.

Q. How did you start playing your instrument?

A. | think it was Right — Left... just kidding — NOT. | started with
guitar and clarinet, but was introduced to many great
drummers through music in the late 70's and 80's (Neil Peart,
Phil Collins and Bill Bruford). A friend of mine named Chris
Champaglia (yep, that’s the spelling) gave me a pair of sticks
and Al lpri's phone number. Al taught me about the great
drum educators such as Charlie Wilcoxon and George Lawrence
Stone! Things really continued to build from his inspiration, and
even when | started studying music on the college level | kept
taking private lessons with him

Q. Where are you from?

A. | was raised in Voorhees, NJ but was born in Philly. My folks
grew up in South Philadelphia and my mom’s doctor was there.
When my mom went into labor my dad escorted her to our Red

RO\

v

Volkswagen Bus (I was the last of 6) and drove her into center
city Philadelphia!!

Q. When did you join VSU and the VS0?
A. | have been teaching and performing here since January of
1994. Almost 20 years now.

Q. Who are your favorite composers and what are your favorite
works?

A. Bartok Sonata for Two Pianos and Percussion and Prokofiev
Alexander Nevsky. | have to give a shout out to Gabes (Peter
Gabriel) as well with Genesis and as a solo artist.

Q. What works are on your “must perform” list that you have
never played?

A. Maybe | will not comment here... I've played lonization three
times and L’Histoire du soldat twice!!

Q. What was your favorite musical experience?
A. Meeting jazz drumming legend Joe Morello...and his seeing-

eye dog!

Q. What do you like to do when you are away from the stage?
A. Spend time with family and attend their activities...mostly
sporting events! And OF COURSE — Practice...

Howard’s favorite recordings:

Prokofiev: Muti/Philadelphia - It has been
years since | heard this recording (I had it
on a cassette...), but | clearly remember a
performance of blazing power and stunning
playing to match.

Prokofiev: Slatkin/St. Louis - This work
has long been a specialty of Slatkin’s, and
this recording informed the world that St.
Louis had a world-class orchestra. On a
weekend that Slatkin was guest conduct-
ing in San Francisco, he dropped in one
morning and conducted the youth orches-
tra in rehearsals of the Prokofiev. What a
fantastic experience it was for me to hear
him work through this piece - | don't
think those kids realized how lucky they
were!




THE VALDOSTA SympHONY GUILD
presents
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" A Big »
on Little River

to benefit the Valdosta Sympbun_v Orchestra Youth Programs

Join us for a casnal evening of mouth-watering barbeque,

live music and dancing!
Saturday, March 29, 20 14
Nargy’s Party Barn

(address and direcnons on the reverse)

STEELS JEWELRY

MUSIC BY
$1.000 Shopping Spree

Frank Simons & “N.R.C.”
6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. Tickets: $50 per person
Beer & Wine Bar §25 rax deducuble
Barbeque Dinner $1.000 Shopping Spree Chances
$10 each or 6 for $50

Dancing

=






mphony Orchestra

b

Valdosta Sy

Concertq appmran(w With the
Or(hc‘l‘f}& 0

Symphony
Indian

DuHas‘
In ZU()()/I()
INcludeq

Me rmpul;r in

Under ) eg (,d(_‘(d’)l

()rchm!m

(m(mrmn,
apoljs and San anuaw
u)n(urm uppexur[mu's
puforrmm(w With

er

Tokyo
Symphmw Orch

1€Stra
and

Bruxse'b
COnductey by Mic

he| LJ.’M(hruk

Kati

a Sk(m.wn m
" With

ade
Wee

her de
k Nation
She
(The H/t'\f)

and Prompte
from The »lusl‘m//(

d three

but in Austr
Muw,' V

al rec ital toyr
bmm Zht the

alia

for
Iva house
down”

d the Critic

N to dw,u;bw her as
hm./m;{ dan exce Ption; ally ref ed Se of
musica| discoyr se SKanavi bring

Born in mew Katia Skandvi has been PUrpose ful “oncentration to €very note
ml;)wv,rm' dudiences tritics ang fel low she Plays and the inte nsity of her
Performers alike with Ner vibrant RPianism 'Nterpret; lions js Utterly Lurvvpv;lm
and €nsitive m Ysicality, A former fum!w,r
at the van Cliburn (umpf'myun, she is 3 Katia Skanayi “Omes from a m“ruf:zH', rich
favoureq Partner of MUsicians Of the Greek Russian f(i'lr*’ She Degan her
1IDre of Yuri B; dshmet and Gidon Kremer ”'“‘)“W" tudies jp Mm\w'v al the Sch 0|
both as 1 COncerto S0loi: tand 3 (!mmbm for Gifte ff('”‘(”v l'and at the age 0f 12 she
Musician She js Prized for m'r(umymmd of Bave hg, first Publi COncert With Orchestra
i rich ang Vivid  tona| Palette and 3 in the Grand Hall  of the Moscou
\."'uw,"y that js illied to Ntuitive and Tch dIKOvs ky U.»rmm:.mv, Performi
"‘-nwmr Il Interpre tation Kabale /SKy’s ["Wd Piano Cc
the
»\”wm\g; Nighlights of
24th season

_H)er‘(':
mi;)') e

rec ent

been

;A'l[ 10n On her 18t}

>€3as50ns haye Oirthda, she Y€Came Multiple

~Cltal and orcpe. tral engape Mmentsin prize winner in the finals of the Marguerite

;\‘r”’»',w'”‘,("‘ Berlin London lun'm{)«uﬂ\pj Long ‘acques Thi
o Madrid, Moscon and Parjs, gp.,
ﬂ 2 O /‘ dPpeared
i, PR

1 J
N

IT:
baugd Competition in
has Parjs A;){hn!hi"‘t €S olloweg at the Worlg’.
dl choice lum;,uum festivals Major “Oncert YENues Ncluding the
NCluding Roque Li."\nthwun, Gidon Muwk\.m(..(-g and ’\\)"[(‘H‘H.u; N Vienna
Kremer. U_vk‘r‘<«r’r"'r.:(/-, Festiva) and wijth the An terdam Li""‘f“’fﬁl"f-’n‘d\-% and
cellist Tryl Mork in Sm».m;ft" Recent >Untory K, '1n Tokyo
European €Ngagement. Include her debuyt
at the Berlin Nilhary NOonje With Duuf‘(‘h('-, S
’ SYmp Nonje L)uhwlm and Concerts With The Free W,”
the O'meu— Nationg de France and Kyrt
Masyr Her most Notable Amw:cm* The \,/(”(jOf)Y‘] ,S\'!7’;Jf‘t?{1»
€Nngagem 1ents haye ;, IClude drecitals jn New . ,’L'»“O,\fhi"j )
York, Ray Nia and \lm'n'n'um and

Conclude

5(%5:»0‘"
2S 0N Saturd

ay, April 26,
at 8 Pm In \.\’,'nrc‘-hmad
»\L;d'formm in \"‘J‘Ju,\{\? State
Unive; SILY’s Fine Arts By ding.
D.)::Irn;; world '€Nowney Planjst

Katia Skanay; Performs Chopin's

SParkling Second Piano

Con(e/to Brahms! S0aring Third

Symphomy Mmusicy||

y Captures | I
declar

1S
ation, "g 1appy."

Free but ¢




4'1

.vﬂl}“ —

S

. £

The Valdosta Symphony Board of Director.

and
The Valdosta Symphony Guild

Cordially invite you to

The Champagne BreaKfast

Toasting the Symphony Season

Saturday, April 26, 2014
10:00 pm

(or immediately following the concert)

The Ballroom
Valdosta Country Club

$26 per person
Champagne included * Cash bar available
(Prepaid reservations required, please.)

RSVP by April 23rd to Patricia Vigerstol 245-7986 or 269-2232
(Checks may be mailed to 908 Crown Ridge Court, Valdosta, GA 31605)

(Name-Please Print) (Signature)
Address
Phone Number Attending

My check is enclosed (Payable to Valdosta Symphony Guild)
We accept Visa, Master Card and American Express (Call 245-7986)
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Valdosta Symphony Guild

Annual Luncheon

Please join us to

Enjoy a wonderful lunch with fellow members and guests,
Welcome our new members,
Install our incoming officers,
Celebrate another successful year, and
Give our donations to the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra & VSG Endowment Fund.

Wednesday, May 7, 2014
11:30 AM.
Valdosta Country Club

Musical Entertainment by The South Georgia String Project

RS.V.®. by Thursday, May 1, 2014
$20 per ®Person
Prepaid reservations required, please.

Reservations may be made by mailing this form to
Marian Belanger, 3 Bellemeade North, Valdosta, GA 31605
or calling her at 229-293-9322 or 229-560-4178

‘Name

A LI;["L’SJ S

Phone Number

_ My check is enclosed (Payable to Valdosta Symphony Guild)
_ Please bill my credit card #

MasterCard Visa Am..Ex,
_ ‘Expiration Date Security Code

© Gartner Studios
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Valdosta Symphony Orchestra

24th Season * Howard Hsu, Music Director

Youth Concert: “The Free Will”
April 25, 2014

Valdosta State University * Whitchead Auditorium * 10 am

Katia Skanavi, piano
T~ e 3 .

Brahms Hungarian Dance No. 5

Brahms Violin Concerto inD M“yor
| II. Adagio : 5,

Mariana Krewer, violin

-
1

Winner of the 2014 VSO Concerto Competition

Selections from Brahms Symph(gy No. 3 in F Major

Chopin Piano Concerto No. 2 in F Minor §
III. Allegro vivace !
Katia Skanavi, piano J

This concert is sponsored by

GEORGIA A
POWER

ASOUTHERN COMPANY

At Georgia Power we are dedicated to bcing good corporate stewards and giving back to the
communities we serve. Supporring the Youth Concert for the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra is but one

way to promote the enrichment and education of our young people and ensure the success of our
! : :
- communities in the future.
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