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The Valdosta Symphony Orchestra is a University-
Community orchestra employs some eighty musicians,
including Valdosta State University faculty and
students, area professionals, and guest artists. Supported
by the Board of Directors and the Valdosta Symphony
Guild as well as Valdosta State University and hundreds
of patrons, the Orchestra has become an important part
of the cultural life of the region. The VSO has recently

roved for inclusion in the Georgia Council of
the Anﬂ?l' ouring Roster for 1995-96.

Conductor James Plondke joined the VSO in 1993 and
also holds an appointment as Professor of Music at
Valdosta State University. Dr. Plondke's degrees are
from the University of Illinois, Northwestern
University and the University of Wisconsin. A noted
m scholar, guest conductor, and music educator,
Dr. Plondke also supervises So th Georgia String
Project.

The Valdosta String Quartet includes Orchestra
members Nina Lutz, Concertmaster; Alan Asher,
Principal Second V ; Alysio DeMattos, Principal
Violist; and Stephen Taylor, Principal Cellist. The
busy members of the Quartet are also on the VSU
Music Faculty and provide leadership for area string
classes. The Quartet is available for concert
presentations in ad, ition to many performances in
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1 November 5, 1994
"REVELATIONS"

Sinfonia from Cantata, BWV 29 J.S. Bach
"Wir danken dir, Gott ..."

Symphony in C Major Franz Joseph Haydn
The premiere of a lost symphony,
re-discovered by Maestro Plondke

Symphony in C Minor Camille Saint-Saens
"The Organ Symphony"

David Lowery, Organ Soloist

2 January 21, 1995

"AMERICANA"

Two Fanfares John Adams

Suite from Aaron Copland
"Appalachian Spring"

Concerto for Violin, Op. 14 Samuel Barber

Glenn Dicterow, Violin Soloist
Concertmaster, New York Philharmonic

"The King of Instruments”

"... the great American Stylist”
(Washington Post)



March 11, 1995

"AGELESS CLASSICS"

Concerto for Trumpet Tomaso Albinoni

*St. Marc"

Martin Berinbaum, Trumpet Soloist

Suite from Igor Stravinsky
"Pulcinella"

Ancient Airs and Dances Ottorino Respighi

Concerto for Trumpet Johann N. Hummel

in E Major

Martin Berinbaum, Trumpet Soloist

" the sweetest trumpet this side of Gabriel.”

(High Fidelity)

May 6, 1995

"ROMANTIC LEGACY"

Overture to "Fidelio" Ludwig van Beethoven

Concerto for Piano in A Minor

Edvard Grieg

William Wolfram, Piano Soloist

Overture Solennelle, "1812"
Peter I. Tschaikovsky

"... ayoung virtuoso of the first rank." :
(New York Times)
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Violinist playing, .........

—

teach

SB'\‘ KRISTINE HARNAGE
Times Staff Writer

VALDOSTA — A local woman said

the secret to living to 90 and

ing in good heafth.is to take care of
your body, eat’properly and have

positive thoughts.

Elizabeth “Libby” Richter ought to
know. At 90, she still enjoys- driving
her Mustang convertible, working:in
her yard and playing and tgacping

the violin.

Mrs. Richter was honored at the fi-
nal concert of the Valdosta Syms
phony Orchestra’s fourth season’ m)
May. She retired from the orches
after performing with it since if§
founding in 1991. The orchestra’s old-
est member, she was also recognized
and toasted at the gala champagne
breakfast following the concert.

“Mrs. Richter was one of the select

' members of the Valdosta community
to play in the orchestra,” said Dr.

James Plondke, conductor

VSO. “Her skills were a great asset
to the orchestra in establishing a
symphony of high artistic standard
for the region. She donated her time
and talent in service to the sym-

phonic art and in nurturing
phony orchestra for Valdosta.

“She also has had a significant im-

still be-

of the

a sym-

pact in supporting student musical
endeavors in the community.
Through music, Mrs. Richter leaves
a legacy of commitment to the or-
chestra and the Valdosta community.
I know she will continue her love of
music in the years ahead. I hope we

ing at age 90

Elizabeth Richter, a spirited 90-year-old who has been playing the violin 80 years, also

teaches violin lessons. — Times Photo Mike Tanner

will see her at all the symphony con-
certs.”

Mrs. Richter is continuing her love
of musie. She still plays chamber mu-
sic with different groups of friends
from the orchestra, she still teaches

the tone of the viola but have more
experience on the violin — I've been
playing it for 80 years. I also love the
cello but really don’t have the
strength to carry it around and play
it anymore.”

Mrs. Richter, a native of Seattle,
Wash., was raised by her grand-
mother. It was her grandmother who

started her in violin lessons when
Mrs. Richter was 10,

At age 17, Mrs. Richter went to
Juilliard Schx;ler in New York on
. two years at the
school, she got a chance to go to Eu-
Tope and left for Paris where she
Studied at the Paris Conservatory.

ern Africa, Bermuda; on cruise ships
in the Mediterranean, the Nether-
lands and on Alaskan cruises; she
was a long-time member of the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra; and, a
couple of years ago, she traveled
“down under” to Australia to per-
form.

“I love to play all the good classics
— Beethoven, Mozart and any com-
position by Brahms,” she said during
the interview Tuesday at her home
here. “I have an extended music li-
brary for the violin, viola, cello and
piano — probably the biggest of any
musician in the area. I've played a lot
of music in 80 years.

“The violin is not an easy instru-

over ment to learn, but I've never had too

much trouble with it. My grand-
mother saw to it I practiced one hour

violin to a few students, and a few
weeks ago, she performed in a string
quartet at a local wedding.

“I'm not really retired,” she said. “I
get such a pleasure out of playing, I
plan to play until ’'m 104 or longer, if

It was also in Paris where Mrs.

Richter married her first husband.
After his death, she married Robert
Richter, also a musician, and they

. had one son: Bob Richter, who is an

engineer at Packaging Corporation of
America in Clyattville. He and his
wife, Pat, a local math teacher, have
three children: Robbie, Stephanie
and Beth.

The elder Mrs. Richter moved
from New Jersey to Valdosta 10
years ago to be near her family.

Mrs. Richter’s musical career has
taken her around the world and back.
She has performed in Russia, North-

I live longer than that. I still have
good health, so who knows?

“I not only play the violin, I also
play the viola, the cello and the pi-
ano. I played the viola with the Val-
dosta Symphony sometimes. I love

When not playing her instruments,
Mrs. Richter enjoys driving, working
with her flowers; reading, especially
biographies and medical books,
which she said have given her a lot
of good information; and spending
time with her family and friends.

“Pve had a very interesting life ... a
good life,” she said. “I've met a lot of
good people. I've been very fortunate.

“Having positive thoughts can help
anyone have a mod,’,_long’,l_ifgl‘,“lt-‘hlas
always helped me. Everyone should
always think ‘I can,’ and keep work-
ing at whatever they want because it
works.! o vl S ENEMINT




' Guild

Officers of the Valdosta Symphony Guild, an organization that works to support the
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra, met recently to plan its 1994-95 fund-raisers. The Sym-
phony Ball will be in November, and ‘Tablescapes and Tea’ is scheduled for spring. Pic-
tured above are Electa Ricket, recording secretary; Sue Cox, past president; Rose
Ware, president; Pam Elkins, treasurer; Lee Griffin, president-elect; and Martha Gibson,
executive secretary. Polly Talley is corresponding secretary. — Special photo
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- asm of the comm

- years, the VSO has had a si;

- tional life in this community,

~ ments include recognition by the Ge

- ly successful Youth Concert S Ser?
~ throughout the region.

“The key to our success,” said Dr. Robert Welch, executive director and
founding conductor of the VSO, “is the outstanding support and enthusi-
' nd hundreds of VSO patrons.” :
Two works on | rogram of the opening concert feature the “king of
~ instruments,” the organ, said Dr. Plondke. David Michael Lowery will be
the guest concert organist in the “Sinfonia from the 29th Cantata” of
Bach and the ever-popular “Organ Symphony” by the 19th century =
French composer, Camille Saint-Saens. ‘ .

Lowery, who has appeared as a recital organist throughout the United
Stat}cles and Europe, is also the organist of the Charlotte Symphony
Orchestra. ;

- “The excellent pipe organ in Whitehead has undergone some signifi-

- .cant repairs during the summer in anticipation of the VSO’s opening con-

‘cert,” said Dr. J. David Morris, VSO general manager.

~ The combination of the distinguished and majestic tone character of
~the pipe organ with the symphony orchestra is unusual, said Dr. Plondke.

He said, at times, the organ assumes a concerto-like role in Saint-Saens’
~symphony, making it a unique work in the symphonic repertoire.

- “Since arriving in Valdosta, I have had many patrons request to hear

‘this work,” Dr. Plondke said. “It is unusual for so many people to request

‘the same piece. Programming is very challenging and difficult, but the
symphony fit well into our season plans and with interest in the commu-
nity keen, it seemed like a natural concert selection.”

Also on the program will be the modern premier of the “Symphony in C
‘Major” by Joseph Haydn, which has not been performed since the 1780s.
Written in 1773, the symphony was “recovered” by Dr. Plondke as a por-
‘tion of an extensive research project.
~ “Any new work by Haydn, the ‘father of the symphony,’ is considered

~important in musical circles,” he said. “Besides, it is a joyful, fun and
‘thoroughly eloquent composition perfectly reflective of its time and

_place. It fits right in with the opening-night festive character of our
~evening. Most of our programs this season were built on audience sug-

gestions and ideas.”
- The VSO has 80 members this year, including several new ones. Dr.
Plondke said his goals this year are to continue performing at a high
: §tapdt;rdf to please the audience as well as inform them, to bring a wide
variety o
lenges to the orchestra, and to continue to increase the VSO'’s audience
base and visibility in this region.
Season tickets are available in the College of the Arts Office in the VSU
Radio House directly across the street from the Fine Arts Building.
For more information, season brochures or ticket reservations, call 333-
2150.

pieces to the stage that are crowd pleasers as well as chal- =~



at left, Dr. James
Plondke conducts the
Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra during a practice
last week at Valdosta State
University’s Whitehead
Auditorium.

Jonathan Bishop,
left, performs with other
members of the horn section.

First
performance
8: 19/ PLm:
Nov. 5
Whitehead
Auditorium,
Valdosta
State
University




Above, Dr. Alysio DeMattos,
principal violist of the
Valdosta Symphony !
Orchestra;

Olivia Severson, far left,
plays the cello in the
Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra.
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will remember Wolfram’s étunning
performance of the Chopin E Major
Concerto, ﬁlliniﬂigl on short notice for
the ill Richard Fields. »

By KRISTINE HARNAGE
Times Staff Writer

VALDOSTA — The Valdosta Sym-
I;:hony Orchestra is offering four pub-
ic concerts during its 1994-95 season.

All concerts will be held at 8:15

.m. in Whitehead Auditorium on the
t floor of the Fine Arts Building
on Valdosta State’s main campus.

The first concert is Nov. 5 and will
feature guest artist David Michael
Lowery, organist of the Charlotte
Symphony Orchestra.

The distinguished concertmaster of
the New York Philharmonic, Glenn
Dicterow, will be the VSO’s guest art-
ist on their second program, Jan. 21.
The program will be an “Americana”
concert, featuring works exclusively

,,,,,,

ture was written by Tchaikovsky to
commemorate the 70th anniversary
of the Russian victory over Napoleon.
It has become an internation
cal metaphor for victory over ty-
mnny-” Vi i 5 | e

by American composers. Dicterow
willperform the “Concerto for Violin”
by !, uel Barber. The orchestra will
perform Aaron Copeland’s beloved
“Appalachian Spring Suite.”

On this program the orchestra will
also perform “Two Fanfares” by the
widely-regarded American composer,
John Adams. The fanfares have won
wide critical acclaim, said Dr. James
Plondke, conductor of the 80-piece
VSO. The fanfares titles, “Distant
Trumpet” and “A Short Ride in a
Fast Machine” accurately describe

the character of the music, Plondke

said.
The season’s third program,

March 11, will feature the Canadian
trumpet virtuoso, Martin Berinbaum.

Berinbaum will present two concer-

musi-

Lively Arts

Symphony offers
four public concerts

tos for the audience, the baroque
masterwork, “St. Marc Concerto,” by
Albinoni and the early 19th-century
“Trumpet Concerto” by Johann
Hummel. The orchestra will present
the “Pulcinella Suite” by Igor Stra-
vinsky and the “Ancient Airs and
Dances Suite No. 1” of Ottorino Res-
pighi.

“Both of these popular early. 20th-
century works were built on the me-
lodies of an earlier age,” said
Plondke. “With masterful technique
and colorful orchestration, the ‘age-
less classies’ find a new guise, and a
vivid expression.”

The final program of the season,
May 6, will feature a return perfor-
mance of pianist, William Wolfram.
Dr. Plondke said Valdosta audiences




Glenn Dicterow, N.Y. Philharmonic concertmaster, will

Martin Berinbaum, Canadian trumpet virtuoso, will be
be the second concert guest artist. — Contributed photo

the third concert guest artist. — Contributed photo

William Wolfram, pianist, is the fourth and final con-
cert guest artist. — Contributed photo.
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Lively Arts

Rose Ware, chairman of the Symphony Ball, and Lee Griffin, co-chairman, r‘h‘lake-lans
for the Nov. 19 event at the Valdosta Country Club. — Contributed photo

The Valdosta Daily Times

Symphony Ball
slated Nov. 19
at country club

VALDOSTA — The Symphony Ball
presented by the Valdosta Symphony
has been set for Nov. 19 at the Val-
dosta Country Club.

This will be the fourth year for this
annual event.

The ball is one of the two fund-
raisers that the Guild sponsors to
benefit the Valdosta Symphony Or-
chestra. The evening will begin at 7
p.m. with a cocktail reception fol-
lowed by dinner and a live auction.
The auctioneer will be Ed Perry as-
sisted by Judge Mac McLane and
Gill Autrey. The evening will con-
tinue with dancing to music provided
by the Ed Barr Orchestra.

Rose Ware, president of the Guild,
will serve as chairman of this year’s
ball, and Lee Griffin, president-elect,

is co-chairman. Honorary chairman
are Mr. and Mrs. Ed Crane. Crane is
a member of the advisory board for
the orchestra and serves as its fi-
nance chairman. ;

Other committee chairmen for this
event are: auction, Jane Autrey and
Ann Burnette; decorations, Sue Cox
and Carolyn McCall; favors, Betty
Webb; invitations, Bootsie Smother-
man; programs, Sandra Alvarado;
publicity, Mary June Huggins; reser-
vations, Sandra Fletcher; sponsors,
(I;olly Talley; and storage, JoAnn Gid-

ens.

Tickets are $50 for a single and
$100 for a couple. A patron’s table for
eight is $1,000. Those desiring an in-
vitation to be mailed to them should
call 333-2150 during the morning
hours from 9 a.m.-noon.

J




The Valdosta Symphony Guild
requests the pleasure of your company
at the Symphony Ball
Saturday, the nineteenth of November
Valdosta Country Club

ocktails
8.00 Dinner and Live Auction
9:00 Dancing
Ed Barr Orchestra Black Tie

Cash Bar

Taldosta Country Club

November 19, 1994




- Symphony ball
3 el T e, R
Ed and Mary Crane, left, honorary chairmen for the Valdosta
Symphony Guild’s ‘Black and White Ball’, enjoy conversation
with Rose and Fred Ware at the Valdosta Country Club. Mrs.
Ware is the president of the Valdosta Symphony Guild, which
supports the local symphony. Saturday night’s fifth annual
black tie affair hosted members of the Valdosta Symphony and
their guests. — Times Photo by Mike Tanner

W WHAT: Valdosta Symphony Ball
B WHEN: Saturday night, Nov. 19
B WHERE: Valdosta Country Club

Joe Glenn Smith holds an item for auction at the
Valdosta Symphony Ball.




6-D Sunday, January 15, 1995

above, Suzanne and Jack Sullivan, lraura .and_ﬂoward o, a
Dazrhoer:", Ig;tm and Wade Coleman and Briggs Smith enjoy dinner at
the Valdosta Symphony Ball. At top right are Sandy Alvarado and
James Plondke, conductor of the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra —
Photos by Golden Studios ‘

Betsy and
Wright Turner
admire a paint-
ing held by Sue
Cox while Vir-
ginia Pendleton
enjoys chatting
with other
guests at the
Valdosta
Symphony Ball.

Couples enjoy
dining at the Val-
dosta Symphony
Ball. They are, from
left, John MecCall,
Claudia Collier, Wil-
~liam MecCall, Mary
Grace and William
Kay and Carolyn
McCall.
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Valdosta State University
Winter 1995

College of the Arts

Volume 3, Number 2

Some of the students in the
South Georgia String Project
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VALDOSTA — Internationally-acclaimed vio- the violin composed this century. The concerto

linist, Glenn Dicterow, will perform the “Con- is known for its beautiful, lyric melodies and its

certo for Violin and Orchestra” by Samuel virtuostic conclusion. During the past several

‘Barber at the Jan. 21 subscription concert of seasons, the VSO has presented a series of the
' ' .~ most popular concertos for the violin.

' “Violin concertos by Tchaikovsky, Beethoven,

Mendelssohn and Sibelius have all been per-

ted on the first

State University’s main campus. The program
L .
will feature works exclusively by American

L0 posgw e v
mrfim is the Concertmaster of the
- New York Philharmonic, one of the most pres-
igious violin positions in the world,” noted Dr.
James Plondke, conductor of the VSO. “He has
peared as soloist on four continents with the
e hYa:rk Philharmonic and other leading or-
‘He made his debut as a soloist with the Los
es Philharmonic when he was only 12! He
became concertmaster of that orchestra at the
ynusually youthful age of 27, and he was ap-
; d concertmaster of the New York Phil-
harmonic in 1980.” ;
' “Composed in 1940-41, the Barber Concerto
s eonsidered one of the premiere concertos for

formed. The Barber Concerto continues this
series of violin masterworks. It is also the one
‘standard’ concerto which coordinates with the
theme of our All-American composer pro-
gram.”

Also included on the program is Aaron Co-
pland’s most widely recognized composition,
“Appalachian Spring Suite.” Copland is consid-
ered dean of American composers, said Dr.
Plondke. “Appalachian Spring Suite” was writ-
ten near the end of World War II. Dr. Plondke
said the work is a musical depiction of che-
rished American values, especially those deep-
rooted American ideals of unity with the land,
reverence, marriage and simple living.

“The work became an instant success and

has remained as the foremost American com-

position on the orchestral repertory,” said Dr.
Plondke. “Originally a ballet, the music is a se-
ries of dance episodes. The choreography of
the dances also reflected the values inherent in
the music. The episodes include a ‘Hoe-Down’
and a set of variations on the American-Shaker
melody ‘Simple Gifts.’

“The audience will undoubtedly recognize
these selections. In recent years, the popularity
of the music has resulted in its appearance in
commercials and as theme or background mu-
sic for television and Hollywood. In this way, it
has become familiar to everyone.”

The program will begin with a recent work
by the highly regarded New England com-
poser, John Adams. The work is titled “Two
Fanfares.” Each fanfare bears a descripfive ti-
tle. The first, “Distant Trumpet,” is a piece for
two solo, off-stage trumpets and orchestra. Val-
dosta Symphony trumpeters Kenneth Kirk and
Steven Meyers will be soloists.

The second fanfare is titled “A Short Ride in
a Fast Machine.” Dr. Plondke said the title is
perfectly descriptive of the work. He said one
has the sensation of speed and excitement

throughout the brief piece. .“It is a whirlwind
piece, technically virtuostic for the orchestra,
and great fun for the audience,” he added.

“The idea for a program featuring all Ameri-
can composers was the suggestion of a subseri- .
ber,” said Dr: Plondke, who is in his second
year as conductor and artistic director of the
VSO. “Not only was this an excellent idea, but
it corresponds to the all-Russian and all-
French programs of the previous two seasons.”

I The VSO is in its fifth season. In that time, it
has brought several world-class artists to the
City of Valdosta. Dr. Plondke said the first con-
cert of this season, in November, was received
by an enthusiastic and near-capacity audience.
The VSO has also recently been recognized by
the Georgia Council for the Arts — one of only
four Georgia orchestras (including the Atlanta
Symphony) to be so recognized, said Dr.
Plondke. '

Advance reserved-seat tickets for the Jan. 21
All-American composer concert may be pur-
chased at the Radio House, on Brookwood Ave-
nue, across from the Fine Arts Building, or by
calling (912) 333-2150.

GLENN DICTEROW
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TABLESCAPES & TEA 95

Saturday March 4th - 2-6pm ﬂ
THE CRESCENT Ay e

For Ticket Info:

S33-2150

: Everyone Knows
A Beautiful Table Inspires Great Meals

Everyone Knows
Some of the Best Times Happen Around a Table

In the South
We Know Hospitality is a Way of Life

Join Us at TABLESCAPES and TEA to see
g, beautiful table sertinfg: that will feature
lots of great ideas for entertaining.
Plus, you can enjoy our Delicious
Gourmet Refreshments.
SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1995
2 to 6 PM.

AT THE CRESCENT

TICKETS . GIR’ARDI]V JEWELERS

AVAILABLE * C.C. VARNEDOE & CO.

AT: * BETTY WEBB LTD.

* THAT FINISHING TOUCH
* TRIPHENGERS

BE SURE TO ENTER DRAWING FOR PRIZE TABLE TO :
BE GIVEN AWAY - YOU DO NOT HAVE TOBE PRESENT
TO WIN. (Retail Value $3,300.00)

DRAWING FOR: :

4 Place Settings China “Queen Victoria’’ by Herend
4 Place Settings Sterling “Strasbourg” by Gorham
4 Place Settings Crystal “Empire”’ by Faberge’
Elegant Table Linens

Sponsored by: The Valdosta Symphony Guild




‘Che Paldasta O ymphony Guild

and

Veranda Magazine

PRESENT

‘Tablescapes

and Tea

BENEFITIING

Valdosta Symphony Orchestra

March 4, 1995 The Crescent
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Canadian trumpet virtuoso, Martin Berinbaum, will be the featured soloist with the Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra when it presents a concert at 8:15 p.m. March 11. — Contributed photo

- VALDOSTA — Canadian trumpet
. virtuoso, Martin Berinbaum, will
' be the featured soloist with the
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra at
its third subscription concert at
. 8:15 p.m. March 11.
- _The concert will be held in
- )Whibehead Auditorium on the first
“tloor of the Fine Arts Building on
+ VSU’s main c;rlnupus. ‘
Berinbaum will play the
- “Concerto Saint Mare” by the
- baroque composer, Tomaso
~ Albinoni. Berinbaum has been a
_major force in the resurgence of
the baroque trumpet repertoire in
'20th century concert programs,
said Dr. James Plondke, conductor
the VSO. .

The high pitch, clear trumpet
e and rapid notes are very
engaging for modern concert audi-
ces,” said Dr. Plondke. “Our

est soloist Martin Berinbaum

' _two fm%l

Plondke.

With organist Richard Morris, he
has given recitals in more than 800
communities throughout North
America. A highlight of these per-
formances was a concert given at
the Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C.,, for the inaugu-
ration of President Jimmy Carter.
Berinbaum has also appeared
three times on NBC'’s “Today”
show.

Berinbaum will also perform the
“Concerto in E Major” by Johann
N. Hummel. This concerto is one
of the most famous works for solo
_tmm&_?t.ever composed, said Dr.
Plondke. Also on the pro e

ét»“m.‘*f_ro?lla" .
, “Pulcinella,”
the first suite of

" by the



Symphony

| Orchestra

@

Fifth Season
Third Subscription Concert
March 11, 1995




Spring 1995

Valdosta State

University

College of the Arts
Volume 3, Number 3

Valdosta - A very popular yearly event is
the Valdosta Symphony Guild's March
Tablescapes and Tea at the lovely Crescent.
This year 15 tables, demonstrating a wide
variety of entertaining, were created by
members of the Guild and friends of the
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra, which the
fund-raiser benefits.

Douglas - The Valdosta Symphony Orches-

tra performed in Douglas in January, and
The People, Yes will appear in the spring.

Ann Schutt and Gloria Price were the Co-Chairs
of the 1995 TZablescapes and Tea. Ladies from
throughout south Georgia and north Florida at-
tended this event.

Valdosta Symphony
Final Concert

The Valdosta Symphony will present its
final concert of the season on Saturday
evening, May 6, 1995. The VSO will include
the "Overture" to Beethoven's opera Fidelio;
Aaron Copland's Lincoln Portrait , the Grieg
Piano Concerto in A minor, with pianist
Willima Wofram as soloists, and
Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture.

"Wolfram's technical command of the
piano is orchestral in scope. He produces
a depth and variety of tone that is both
rare and remarkable, and wich marks h
im as an artist of the first rank"

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Winner of a Bronze Medal in the Interna-
tional Tchaikovsky Piano Competitionin Mos-
cow, William Wolfram also won the top prize
in the University of Maryland International
William Kapell Piano Competition, second
prizein the Naumburg Competition, and first
prize in the Three Rivers Competition in
Pittsburgh. He has appeared with a number of
symphonies and is an acclaimed recitalist.
He was seen on public television, where he
was prominently featured throughout a PBS
documentary on the Tchaikovsky Competi-
tion. All orchestra performances begin at
8:15 p.m. in Whitehead Auditorium. For
ticket information, contact the Office of the
Dean, College of the Arts, (912)333-2150.

“A young virtuoso of the first rank.”

THE NEW YORK TIASES

William Wolfram
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lgxrn, viola and cello. Dr. Plondke said string basses e added to

the classes when the students advance to the upper grades and are
big enough to handle them.

A few of the students in the Arts Academy are younger than
fourth grade, but our major focus right now is fourth through sixth
grade,” said Dr. Plondke. “We hope it will gradually expand as the
students get older.

“All classes follow the same curriculum. I have a particular inter-
est in a certain pedagogy — the way things are taught and the spe-
cific techniques in string playing. Coordinating the curriculum with
the instructors of each class is an ongoing process.” B

Instructors of the classes are VSU faculty members, and they are
also members of the VSO. The teachers and schools at which they
teach include: Nina Lutz — VSU Arts Academy; Dr. Alan Asher —
Lake Park Elementary; Dr. Alysio DeMattos — St. John Catholic
School; Steven Taylor — Hahira Middle; Dr. James Barket —
Parker-Mathis Elementary; and VSU Arts Academy; Jennifer
Barket — Valwood and is an assistant with the VYO; Adrienne
Bridges — Hahira Elementary and is an assistant with the VYO;
and Dr. Plondke — Valwood and VYO conductor.

Students have classes three times a week at school their first year
and twice a week their second year, with their third class being VYO
rehearsal. Dr. Plondke said the project maintains a pretty active
performance schedule including two major performances each year
— concerts given by all the string students together called String
Extravaganza (the first one was Feb. 2; the second will be June 1).

The students have also performed at The Landmark for the
Symphony Guild, at school PTO (parent-teacher organization)
meetings and special events, on WALB’s noon program “Town &
Country” and Christmas concerts and demonstration performances
at the Valdosta Mall. The Hahira and Valwood students also gave a
demonstration performance at the Georgia Music Educators
Convention in Savannah this past January. :

“I think this program is important because the children get sever-
al things out of it,” said Dr. Plondke. “If they stay with it throughout
their lives, it will literally change their view of the world. More
specifically, it gives (them) inereased motor skills, (they will) think
intuitively at a very rapid rate and (they will) have the ability to take
the printed page — music, translate that into a physical aspect —
playing an instrument, and get an aesthetic result.

“Like a foreign language, it may be easier for young people to

. learn musical instruments because it becomes a part of them, not a

cognitive (thinking) process like with older people. ’
“Qur ultimate goal in this project is that schools will adopt string
classes as a viable part of their curriculum. The principals of the
schools that have implemented the classes are not only supportive
(of the project) but (also) are real leaders in their concern for
expanding horizons of students, and the students and parents in the
program are pioneers. Eventually, we would like to see this pro-
gram in‘all the schools in the 41-county area reached by ArtSouth.”
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Adrienne Bridges, left, graduate assistant at Valdosta State University and the director of the South Georgia String
Project at Hahira Elementary, leads her students during practice at the school last week.
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Members of the
Parker-Mathis
Strings pictured at
left, are, from left
front, Jessica Monk,
Ashley Council, Liz
Barton, Rhea Lane,
Lauren Tucker, Sarah
MecMichael and
Crystal Gay. Back
row, from left, are
Paula Williams,
Leslie Chatelain, Ian
Barlow, Mark Malone,
Ashley Donaldson,
Chase Garnto and
Robbie Jones.
Instructor Dr. James
Barket, an instructor
in the Valdosta State
University music
department, works
with the students.
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VALDOSTA — Pianist William Wolfram
returns to solo with the Valdosta
Symphony in the orchestra’s concluding
program of the 1994-95 season.

The concert will be held at 8:15 p.m.
May 6 in Whitehead Auditorium on the
first floor of the Fine Arts Building on
Valdosta State University’s main campus.

“The audience will remember Mr.
Wolfram'’s superb performance with the
orchestra last season when he filled-in on
short notice for an ailing guest soloist,”

, said Dr. James Plondke, conductor of the
VSO0. “Wolfram will perform the ‘Concerto
in A Minor’ by the Norwegian master,
Edvard Grieg. The concerto is one of the
most enduring and beloved in the roman-
tic repertoire. Its themes will be familiar
to most of the concert audience.

“Wolfram was so warmly received by
the Valdosta community for his perfor-
mance last year that we knew he must
return for an ‘encore’ engagement.”

According to Dr. Plondke, Wolfram is a
Bronze Medal winner of the International
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow, the
most illustrious competition of its kind in
the world. In addition to the Valdosta
Symphony, the pianist has appeared with
the Pittsburgh, San Diego, San Francisco,
National and Indianapolis symphonies,
among others. He has also performed on
PBS television in conjunction with the
Tchaikovsky competition.

symphony

bei‘forming May
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A second “soloist” will also appear on
the program. Dr. Hugh C. Bailey, presi-
dent of Valdosta State University, will nar-
rate “A Lincoln Portrait” by Aaron
Copland. “I am highly honored to perform
with the VSO and to present this
American classic to the Valdosta commu-
nity,” said Dr. Bailey.

“Dr. Bailey is a renowned scholar of
American history and political science,”
said Dr. Plondke. “He is the author of six
books and numerous articles on
American history, especially the history of
the South. He brings to the narration of
Lincoln’s text much insight into the times
and events which shaped Lincoln’s words
and ideas.

“Copland wrote ‘A Lincoln Portrait’ in
early 1942 at a time when our country
was deeply concerned and discouraged
over the course of World War II. The
piece uses texts of Lincoln to reaffirm the
American values of freedom and democ-
racy. It is highly appropriate that we per-
form this composition during the 50th
anniversary of the end of World War II.”

The program will also include the
Overture to Beethoven's only opera,
“Fedelio,” and Tchaikovsky’s “1812
Overture.” Bryan Wright, munitions
expert at Moody Air Force Base, is in
charge of the canons for the final number.

“The inclusion of the canon at the end of
‘1812 Overture’ is always a crowd-pleas-

SATURDAY
~ May6, 1995

Te

Auditorium, first floor of the Fine Arts Building o
Times Photo by Mike Tanner

DR. HUGH BAILEY

er,” said Dr. Plondke. “We will end
the concert with a bang! ‘1812’ will
provide a fitting festive conclusion

to the Symphony’s concert season.

“This program will conclude the
VSO’s fifth season. In its brief his-
tory, the orchestra has had a
remarkable impact. It has con-
tributed to the social and cultural
quality of life in the Valdosta com-
munity and South Georgia/north
Florida region, and has brought
concert artists of international
stature to our city.

“More than 4,000 area students
hear the orchestra each year
through our Youth Concert Series,
a first-time experience for most of

sound of music

The Valdosta Symphony Orchestra, conducted by James Plondke, performs for .several h_un-
dred elementary school students from Valdosta and north Florida and surroun@mg counties.
The VSO’s last public performance of the 1994-95 season is at 8:15 p.m. today in Whitehead

WILLIAM WOLFRAM

the children. The VSO has also
sponsored string instruction
through its South Georgia String
Project and Valdosta Youth
Orchestra programs. The VSO'’s
Board of Directors, Symphony
Guild, corporate and community
sponsors, as well as patrons and
subscribers, have the right to cele-
brate the outstanding contribu-
tions of the VSO.”

Tickets for the May 6 concert are
available at the Radio House, 203
Brookwood Ave., across the street
from the Fine Arts Building; or by
calling 333-2151.

n the campus of Valdosta State University. —



Please come to welcome
New Symphony B5uild Members
Winc and Eheese

Bharsday, May 23r0
four until sig o clock

at the home of Nancy Bewar

905 #Moss ay

RNegrets only Fce Briffin

242-8075

BEasual Introduction of new members at 5:30

The ‘Vﬁidzosia,ﬁéiiy Times  12-A Friday, August 23, 1996
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PROGRAM

Valdosta Symphony Orchestra

Eighth Season
Fourth Subscription Concert

May 9, 1998

James Plondke, conductor

Program
Overture o Candide (1954) Leonard Bernstein
(1918-1990)
Piano Concerto No. 3 in C Major, Op. 26 (1921) Sergei Prokofiev
(1891-1953)

Andante;Allegro
Theme and Variations: Andantino
Allegro ma non troppo

INTERMISSION

Symphony No. 1 in D Major (1884-88,“Titan") Gustay Mahler
(1860-1911)
Part I: From tbe Days of Our Youth
Langsam. Schleppend
What Nature Tells Me: Winter Sleep; Spring Without End
Kraftig bewegt, doch nicht zu schnell—
Under Full Sall

Part Il: The Human Comedy
Feicrlich und gemessen, ohne zu schleppen-
The Hunter’s Procession
Stiurmisch bewegt
From Inferno to Paradiso

rchestra

Fifth Season
‘ourth Subscription Concert
May 6, 1995




Valdosta Symphony Guild
invites you to
Brunch

honoring our
Yew MMembers

‘. Saturday, May 20th 1995
3 11:00 am,
1 | )‘ Valdosta Country Club )
| ‘
| 4 Rs..p. 3332150 :
| by May 15th ?
’ ' ~ §10.00 per person J(*
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Getting in some practice

Pattann Keaton, 11, and Jeff Newbern, 11, members of the South Georgia String Pro_]ect wnrﬁ
up before performing at a brunch honoring the new members of the Valdosta Symphony Guild
Saturday morning at the Valdosta Country Club. Behind the two violinists are new members
Ginger Keaton and Becky Meadors talking with Dr. James Plondke, conductor of the Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra. — Times Photo by Paul Leavy

In celebration of the completlon
of its fifth year, the Valdosta Sym-
phony Guild hosted a welcoming
brunch for new members May 20
at the Valdosta Country Club. ~

_h]ew @§soc1ate mémbens of thg
1 are: Emogene De

joining The Guild

ASSOCL |r.;\ ‘]EH.N;
iennis and M. rion |

membe
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Valdosta State University
College of the Arts
Department of Music

—
VSU

South Georgia String Project

SPRING STRING
EXTRAVAGANZA CONCERT

Hahira Elementary School Strings
Hahira Middle School Strings
Lake Park Elementary School Strings
Lowndes Middle School Strings
Parker-Mathis Elementary School Strings
St. John’s Catholic School Strings
Valwood School Strings
VSU Arts Academy Strings

The Valdosta Youth Orchestras
The Philharmonia Orchestra
The Chamber Strings

Thursday, June 1, 1995
Valwood Cafetorium

7:00 p.m.
Today, at 1:30 p.m. the Hahira El- e e =
%rlner‘:tal'y Sghool welcsnllgs Dr.SJim
onke, professor at Valdosta State — . - -
Universil‘.‘)", and conductor of the The Valdosta Daily Times 4-A Friday, October 6, 1995

Youth Orches-
tra at VSU.
There will be a
presentation to
the third, fourth
and fifth grades
today, as a pre-
view of free
cello and violin
lessons which
will be made
available to the
4th grade stu-
dents. The les-
sons will be
free.

e Plonke visiting Hahira

Elementary

“ AN
HARRIS
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‘IALDOSTA
SYMPHONY

ORCHESTRA

1995-1996

THE
SIXTH
SEASON

The Valdosta Symphony Orchestra is a University-
Community orchestra employs some eighty musicians,
including Valdosta State University faculty and students,
area professionals, and guest artists. Supported by the
Board of Directors and the Valdosta Symphony Guild as
well as Valdosta State University and hundreds of
patrons, the Orchestra has become an important part of
the cultural life of the region. The VSO has recently
been approved for inclusion in the Georgia Council of the
Arts Touring Roster for 1995-96 and 1996-97.

Conductor James Plondke joined the VSO in 1993 and
also holds an appointment as Professor of Music at
Valdosta State University. Dr. Plondke's degrees are from
the University of Illinois, Northwestern University and
the University of Wisconsin. A noted musical scholar,
guest conductor, and music educator, Dr. Plondke also
supervises the South Georgia String Project.

The Valdosta String Quartet includes Orchestra
members Nina Lutz, Concertmaster; Patricia Nultemeir,
Principal Second Violin; Karin Addis, Principal Violist;
and Stephen Taylor, Principal Cellist. The busy members
of the Quartet are also on the VSU Music Faculty and
provide leadership for area string classes. The Quartet is
available for concert presentations in addition to many
performances in Georgia and Florida schools.

The South Georgia String Project, sponsored by the
VSO, now includes thirteen elementary and middle
school string classes and a program of private instruction
in string instruments. Total enrollment this fall will be
over two hundred in grades four through eight.

The Valdosta Youth Orchestra is an outgrowth of the
South Georgia String Project and includes the most
advanced young string musicians in the area. Under the
leadership of Dr. Plondke, the Youth Orchestra performs
two public concerts each year in addition to several in-
school and other area performances.

All Concerts 8:15 p.m.
Whitehead Auditorium
Valdosta State University

Telephone: (912) 333-2150



November 11, 1995 January 20, 1996

“Musical Mystics” “The Romantic Road”

The Sorcerer’s Apprentice Paul Dukas Overture to W. A. Mozart
“La Clemenza di Tito”

The Planets Gustav Holst Symphony #3, Robert Schumann
“The Rhenish Symphony”
Violin Concerto Antonin Dvorak Piano Concerto #3 L. v. Beethoven
Peter Zazofsky, Violin Soloist Claude Frank, Piano Soloist

“. .. Exemplary purity of intonation, exquisite taste
and admirable depth of feeling, combined with “ .. Playing of an exalted quality that life seldom
enormous vitality.” offers.”

Berliner Morgenpost The Boston Globe



I I > & March 9, 1996 IV May 4, 1996
e/
1 “19th Century Heritage” “From Mother Russia”

Roman Carnival Overture, Heitor Berlioz Russian Easter, N. Rimsky-Korsakov
from “Benvenuto Cellini” Concert Overture

Symphony #7 L. v. Beethoven Pictures At An Exhibition Modest Moussorgsky
Cello Concert: Camille Saint-
0LONCCR dleSaipthsans Piano Concerto #2 Sergei Rachmaninoff
Janos Starker, Cello Soloist Meng-Chien Liu, Piano Soloist

“ . . .
.. . one of the great virtuoso cellists, and indeed, one
of the greatest musicians of this century.” “ .. a rare combination of strength and sensitivity.”

The New York Times The Toronto Star



VALDOSTA SYMPHONY GUILD

Rose Ware President

Lee Griffin President Elect

Sue Cox Parliamentarian

Electa Ricket Recording Secretary

Sandra Fletcher Corresponding Secretary

Pam Elkins Treasurer

Martha Gibson Executive Secretary
Sandy Alvarado Lorra Resch Hatcher Camille Peeples
Gloria Bailey Irene Heller Jeannie Pennington
Joan Bailey Marilyn Henderson Mary Payne Perry
Jo Ann Bassford Judy Hinton Anne Plageman
Bette Bechtal Judy Hollis Jean Plondke
Carol Bennett Mary Erneste Houston Gloria Price
Martha Blackburn Mary June Huggins Bonnie Rainey
Sue Braun Pamela Hughes Denise Retterbush
Dee Broadfoot Josette Ingram Ann Richbourg
Linda Campbell Kay Jennett Electa Ricket
Frances Copeland Tish Johnson Jeanne Rountree
Sue Cox Diane Joseph Ann Schutt
Susan Crago Susan Kaiser Susan Shingler
Mary Crane Ginger Keaton Elizabeth J. Simpson
Nancy Dewar Marilyn Kemper Eloise Smith
Ann Domm Jain Ann Lane Marie C. Smith
Martha Dover Carolyn Laurie Bootsie Smotherman
Carolyn Eager Laurie McCall Jeanette Strickland
Pam Elkins Helen McClure Polly Talley
Sarah Ellerbee Rebecca Meadors Georgia Thomson
Sandra Fletcher Kim Megow Beth Thornton
Lucille Fraleigh Jani Miller Martin Sue Tittle
Lou Gabard Galen Mirate Rose Ware
Martha Gibson Betty Moore Betty Webb
Patti Girardin Nancy Morris Susan Whitfield
Ann Godbee Janice Murphy Sally Woods
Lee Griffin Louise Okuma
Frances Hatcher Barbara Parks

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Kay Autrey Eleanor Howard Maura Schlairet
Lee Bennett Barbara Jenkins Anita Shelton
Vivian Brannen Ann Lackey Jane Shelton
Carolyn Christian Marion Levine Suzanne Sullivan
Mary Dasher Roline Little Lib Tart
Emogene Dennis Emily McCall Sharon Thompson
Dorothy Dewar Gretchen McCoy Rachael Wainer
Mary Dickey Katherine Mixson Louie White
Louise Hanes Mary Young Oliver Helen Wright
Catherine Holt Dorothy Pearlman
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B Preview

Valdosta Symphony Orchestra will open its new season Nov. 11 at Valdosta State University’s PE Complex. — Contributed photo

Valdosta Symphony Orchestra
opening new season Nov. 11

he Valdosta
I Symphony Orchestra
1995-96 Subscription
Concert Season will feature
world-renowned soloists on
each of its four programs.

“Iwo of our soloists,
Claude Frank, piano, and
Janos Starker, cello, are
among the premier artists of
our times,” said James
Plondke, conductor of the
Valdosta Symphony. “All of
our soloists have the highest
international reputations.”

The concert season's pro-
Frams have been scheduled
or Nov. 11, Jan. 20, March 9
and May 4 — all Saturday
evemnﬁs.

The first concert of the
nrc!lnstr;\’u sixth annual sub-
scription season will be at
8:15 p.m. Nov. 11. The
American virtuoso violinist,
Peter Zazofsky, will be the
soloist, performing Dvorak's
“Violin Concerto in A
Minor.” Zazofsky has per-
formed with most of lg:
major American orchestras
as well as the Berlin
Philharmonic and the
Concertgebourw Orchestra
of Amersterdam. Zazofsky is
a winner of the Montreal
International Violin
Competition and the Queen
Elisabeth Competition in
Brussels, Belgium.

Other featured works on
the program include “The
Sorcerer's Apprentice” by
the French composer, Paul
Dukas, “The Sorcerer’s
Apprentice” is familiar to
everyone,” Plondke said, “It
was used by Disney in the
cartoon clasgic “Fantasia.”

Both Dukas’ music and the
Mickey Mouse versions are
based on a poem by the
famous German poet,
Goethe.”

The story concerns a
young pupil of magic who
casts a spell on a broom,
bringing it to life in order to
carry water to fill a cistern.
The spell goes awry when
the apprentice does not
know the proper incantation
to stop the broom’s inces-
sant work.

The concluding work on
the program will be “The
Planets,” by the English
composer, Gustav Holst.
“The Planets” was com-
posed in the early part of
Lhis century. The subjects of
the sym'phonlc suite are the
seven planets, then known
— apart from the earth:
Mercury, Venus, Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and
Neptune. (Pluto had not yet
been discovered.)

“Holst was interested in
astrology,” Plondke said.
“Each movement of the
music portrays the mystical
character traditionally asso-
ciated with the astrological
view of the planet. With our
interest in astronomy in the
later part of the 20th
Century, we have often asso-
ciated Holst's music with the
planets as heavenly objects
as well.”

The music is regularly
coupled with documentaries
and commercials involving
astronomical and outer
gpace themes.

“Hollywood owes a debt of
gratitude to Holst and his

\

. JAMES PLONDKE

music,” Plondke said. “Many a
motion picture having a space
theme uses either ‘The Planets’ or
music composed in the style of
‘The Planets."”

The score of “The Planets”
re(1ulres a very large orchestra.
This concert will be the largest
group of instrumentalists ever
assembled for a Valdosta
Symphony concert. The work also
requires two unseen choirs of
women's voices.

The Symphony's concerts are
usually held in Whitehead
Auditorium on the Valdosta State
University campus. However,
because of the construction to
Whitehead now in progress, the
November concert will be held in
the Valdosta State University's PE
Complex.

Later in the season, one of the
world's most distinguished
})innlnts, Claude Frank, will per-

orm with the orchestra on

e Jan,

20 concert. Frank has appeared
repeatedly with the most presti-
gious orchestras on five conti-
nents. Since his debut with
Leonard Bernstein and the
New York Philharmonic in 1959,
Frank has been internationally
acclaimed as master inter-
preter of the piano works of
Beethoven. He will perform
Beethoven’s “Third Piano
Concerto” with the Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra. Other
works on the program will
include Mozart’s “Titus
Overture” and the “Rhenish
Symphony” of Schumann. This
gala concert will herald the
VSO0's return to the attractively
refurbished Whitehead
Auditorium.

Jano Starker, one of the most
celebrated cellists in the world,
will be featured soloist on the
March 6 concert. In addition to
a solo career which includes
concerto performances with
every major orchestra in the
world, Starker is also a
renowned teacher. His visit to
Valdosta will include a master
class for Valdosta State
University string players as
well as the performance with
the VSO. Starker will perform
the Saint-Saens “Concerto in A
Minor" one of the most recog-
nized and beloved concertos for
the cello.

The orchestra’s final program
of the season will feature the
young pianist, Meng-Chieh Liu,
who came to sudden promi-
nence by performing with the
Philadelphia Orchestra, filling
in for ill Andre Watts on three
hours notice. The performance
was critically acclaimed and
launched the young pianist's

international solo career. Liu
will perform the Rachmaninoff
Second Piano Concerto with
the Valdosta Symphony. Also on
the concluding program of the
season are two works which
will display the VSO virtuosity
and feature several orchestra
members in prominent solos
within the orchestra: Rimsky-
Korsakov’s “Russian Easter
Overture” and Mussorgsky’s
famous “Pictures at an
Exhibition,” orchestrated by
Maurice Ravel.

“The final concert will have a
festive, romantic Russian
flare,” Plondke said.

Tickets for the 1995-96
Subscription series or for the
November concert may be
obtained at the VSU Radio
House, 203 Brookwood Drive, or
by calling 333-2150. .

The Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra is a professional
orchestra serving the Valdosta
community, Valdosta State
University, and the entire south
Georgia region. The 1995-96
season will be the orchestra’s
sixth subscription year. The
VSO also sponsors a Youth
Concert series which annually
performs for about 4,000 school-
age children, exposing them to
symphonic music. In addition,
11)1,21 orchestra has performed
tour concerts in other south
Georgia and north Florida com-
munities. The VSO sponsored
South Georgia String Project,
and Valdosta Symphony Youth
Orchestra programs have an
enroliment of about 200 stu-
dents. The programs provide
instruction and performance
experience on string instru-
ments.
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Marietta high school orchestra
playing in VSU honor orchestra

VALDOSTA — The Music Depart-
ment at Valdosta State University
will feature the Walton High School
Orchestra from Marietta in this
year’s “VSU Honor Orchestra Clinic”
Saturday.

A concert will be held in the Mag-
nolia room of the new VSU Univer-
sity Center at 8 p.m. The event is
open to the public without charge.
Families with children are especially
encouraged to attend the one-hour
program in order to familiarize stu-
dents with string instruments and for
the children to see and hear a highly
successful string program.

“The concert will also include seve-
ral members of the Valdosta Sym-
phony Youth Orchestras and a few
students from other schools in the
State of Georgia,” said James
Plondke, conductor of the Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra and coordinator
of the Clinic Festival. “The ‘Honor’
orchestra for the event is the Walton
High School String Orchestra — one
of the largest and strongest high
school orchestra programs in
Georgia.”

The Walton Orchestra program
has a 20-year history of excellence.
The orchestra has about 100 mem-
bers. The orchestra has earned Su-
perior ratings in the District 12
Orchestra Festivals and has per-
formed for the Georgia Music Educa-
tor’'s Conference in Savannah.
Several of the orchestra’s members
have been selected for the Georgia
All-State orchestra program and the
Governor’s Honors Program in mu-
sic.

The orchestra’s conductor, Kirk
Moss, is a graduate of the University
of Cincinnati and the University of

The Valdogia Baily Times

Michigan. He is the president of the
Georgia unit of the American String
Teachers Association. Moss is active
in a task force which promotes string
programs in the public schools
throughout Georgia.

“He is an effective and dedicated
spokesman for string education in
our state,” Plondke said.

The Clinic portion of Saturday’s
performance will include older ment-
bers of the Valdosta Symphony Youth
Orchestra and a few individual stu-
dents who are participating in the
Clinic weekend from other Georgia
high schools. They will join the Wal-
ton High School Orchestra in the “S-
cherzo Theme from Mahler's First
Symphony” and two pieces from the
movie “Henry V” by the English
composer, William Walton. The Mari-
etta orchestra will also perform “Pre-
lude on an Early American Folk
Hymn” by Smith, “Fiddle Faddle” by
Leroy Anderson, “Psalm and Fugue”
by Hovhaness, “Salzburg Symphony”
by Mozart and special arrangement
for strings of Sousa’s “Stars and
Stripes Forever.”

On Monday, the Walton High
School Orchestra will also present
two demonstration concerts for area
elementary schools. To promote
string education in the South Georgia
region, the orchestra will perform
concerts for more than 1,000 children
at Lake Park Elementary School and
Hahira Elementary School. Both
schools support new string classes in
the South Georgia String Project, un-
der the auspices of the Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra.

Peter Zazofsky

Friday, November 10, 1995

The American virtuoso violinist, Peter Zazofsky, will
be the featured soloist Saturday in the first concert of
the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra’s sixth annual sub-
scription season. He will perform Dvorak’s “Violin
Concerto in A Minor” in the 8:15 p.m. concert. Zazofsky
has performed with most of the major American
orchestras as well as the Berlin Philharmonic and the
Concertgebourw Orchestra of Amersterdam. Zazofsky
is a winner of the Montreal International Violin
Competition and the Queen Elisabeth Competition in
Brussels, Belgium. Other featured works on the pro-
gram include “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice” by the
French composer, Paul Dukas and “The Planets,” by
the English composer, Gustav Holst. The score of “The
Planets” requires a very large orchestra. Th1§ concert
will be the largest group of instrumentalists ever
assembled for a Valdosta Symphony concert. The work
also requires two unseen choirs of women'’s voices. The
Symphony’s concerts are usually held in Whitehead
Auditorium on the Valdosta State University campus.
However, because of the construction to Whitehead
now in progress, the November concert will be held in
the Valdosta State University’s PE Complex. Tickets
for the 1995-96 Subscription series or for the Saturday
concert may be obtained at the VSU Radio House, 203
Brookwood Drive, or by calling 333-2150. —
Contributed photo
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Friday, November 10, 1995

Symphony Ball
Valdosta Symphony Guild members, Pam Elkins and Janice Murphy, dlscuss reser-
vations for the Symphony Ball. The Ball will take place Nov. 18 at the Valdosta Country
Club. Proceeds from the Ball benefit the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra. Reservations
must be made by Monday. For ticket reservations and information, call Pam Elkins at

244-3775. — Contributed photo

The Valdogia Baily Times

Friday, November 10, 1995



The Valdogta Daily Times

Thursday, November 23, 1995,

President Rose Ware and V

ice President Lee Griffin of the Valdosta Symphony Guild ad-

mire an Eddie Norris watercolor donated by the artist for the auction held in conjunction
with the ball. — Times photo by Paul Leavy

Enjoying the Symphony Ball are Gerri and Wade Cole

/

man, Mary and Ed Crane, Sandy 4

and Romulo Alvarado, Betty Dow and Charles Templeton. — Times photo by Paul Leavy

Symphony Ball held

VALDOSTA White lilies with
natural accents such as twigs and
Spanish moss along with antique
eandelabras helped create an elegant
setting for the Valdosta Symphony
Guild's Ball held Saturday night at
the Valdosta Country Club.

More than 200 guests attended the
dinner dance and auction which ben-
efit the various programs and pro-
Jeets of the Valdosta Symphony
0rqheslra such as the South Georgia
iSlnng Project and the Youth Orches

ra

Valdosta attorney Wade Coleman,
who serves as chairman of the Val-
dosta Symphony Orchestra Advisory
Board, welcomed attendees and

thanked them for their support. Dur-
ing the auction which followed, items
such as an antique sideboard, vaca-
tions in Highlands, N.C., gourmet
dinners and parties in the homes of
guild members, and an Eddie Norris
original watercolor made this portion
of the benefit the most successful
one yet, according to Guild member
Ann Schutt.

Co-chairmen for the Ball were
Rose Ware and Lee Griffin. Commit-
tee chairmen were Sue Cox and Sa-
rah Ellerbee, auction; Sandy
Alvarado and Gloria Price, decora-
tions; Marilyn Henderson, favors;
Sandra Fletcher, invitations; Judy
Hinton, programs; Ms. Schutt, publie-
jty; Pam Elkins, reservations and

tickets; Carolyn Eager and Laurie-
McCall, sponsors; and Nancy Dewar,
storage.

The next scheduled performance of
the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra is
7 p.m. Dec. 9 in the Valdosta State
University P.E. Complex Gymna-
sium. A special Pops concert of fa-
vorite Christmas music which entire
families can enjoy will make up the
program for this performance, Ms.
Schutt said.

Adult tickets are $10 each, and stu-
dent tickets are $2 each. Tickets will
be available at the door or in ad-
vance at First Federal Savings and
Loan, NationsBank, First Union and
Park Avenue Bank. Call 333-2150 for
tickets.
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performs

Dr. James Plondke,
left, conductor of the
Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra, is joined
prior to VSO’s concert
Saturday at Whitehead
Auditorium by Dr
Robert Welch, center,
dean of the Valdosta
State University College
of the Arts, and Dr. Hugh
C. Bailey, president of
VSU. — Times staff
photo by Mike Tanner

__‘____*__‘ L. 1 4. NS m Sl s

Including the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra in their Saturday night plans are, from left, Jess
Taylon, Jessica Sherer, Brooks Johnson, Ryan McDaniel, Ansley Barrett and Hannah Twitty. Ms.
Sherer, Ms. Barrett and Ms. Twitty are also members of the Valdosta Youth Orchestra. — Times
staff photo by Mike Tanner
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Sixth Season
Second Subscription Concert
January 20, 1996

ANDREAS KLEIN

Due to sudden illness, Mr. Claude Frank is not able to perform with the
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra on this program. Literally on a day’s notice,
we are pleased to announce that we have arranged to have as a replacement,
the eminent virtuoso Andreas Klein.

Andreas Klein is familiar to American audiences through the Public Broadcast
System television series called "Intermezzo with Andreas Klein", now in the
second year of production. His performances have also been widely
broadcast over National Public Radio. Mr. Klein’s career has included
appearances with the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, the Radio Symphony of
Berlin, Stuttgart Radio Symphony as well as with many orchestras in the
United States. A native of Germany, Dr. Klein is now based in Texas.

We greatly appreciate Dr. Klein’s willingness to alter his own schedule to
perform with the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra.

——— - e — -
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Polly Talley, left, and Jeanette Strickland,
china for the grand prize table. — Contribute

‘Tablescapes and

VALDOSTA — “Tablescapes and Tea,” presented by
the Valdosta Symphony Guild and co-sponsored by Ve-
randa magazine, will take place Saturday at the Crescent
in Valdosta.

This is the third year the Guild and Veranda have of-
fered this event to the women of South Georgia and
North Florida.

The theme this year is “Celebrations,” and there will
be 14 spectacular tables, each decorated for a special oc-
casion, displayed throughout. the first and second floors
of The Crescent.

Valdosta Sy

pre

- Grand
Service For Four - China -
Crystal -

m?hony Guild
Veranda Magazine

“Tablescapes and Tea’”
- Admission $15.00 oD

Ralph Lauren, Linens -

Tuesday, February 20, 1995 B-3

co-chairmen of Tablescapes and Tea, seient
d photo v

Tea’ set Saturda&

After viewing the tables, those attending will be served
an elegant tea in the dining room of The Crescent.

The hours for Tablescapes and Tea are from 2 until 6
in the afternoon. Tickets are $15 each and may be pur-
chased from any Guild member by calling 333-2150 or at
the door the day of the event.

All proceeds from Tablescapes and Tea will beneﬁt the
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra. This year’s co-chairmen
are Polly Talley and Jeanette Strickland.

A

resent

"

Prlze -
Herend, Silver - Gorhdm
Varned 13




R.C. Jones Int., features
~ Platine d’Or china, Thai
Vermaill silver and Baccarat
Empire crystal glassware.
Before the event, whether it be
symphony or the theatre, pref-
ace that occasion with the the-
atrical table setting for an ele-
gant supper. The mirrored
table top over gold lame skirt-
ing sets the tone to use place-
ments of his or your favorite
classical music. The cream
china features gold and plat-
inum bandings. The repetition
of the theme is played out in
silver goblets, filled with
Russian caviar and a center-
piece fashioned from a silver
champagne bucket, brimming
with two dozen cream roses

I3

WW ; . ey e ] and pheasant feathers. The
= AR - == demitasse cups were a gift
T R S T from HFH Prince Khalil Fasial

! lg ; B al Saud.

1 1F 4

i 3

-

aﬁléscaes
and Tea’

presented recently by Valdosta Symphony
Guild and Veranda Magazine at The

Crescent to benefit the Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra. Photos by Craig Packham

At right, the “Celebrate
Easter” table, designed
by Kay Jennett, features
Coalport china, Du Barry
silver by International
and Lismore
crystal/glassware by
Waterford. After the
Easter Egg Hunt, follow
the bunny trail to a cele-
bration brunch under the
Easter Egg Tree. Chairs
with hand-painted rab-
bits surround the table
covered with an unusual
circle design antique
quilt in pastel colors. The
leafy design of the china
and overall floral pattern
of the flatware empha-
size the feeling of spring.

lm# esign for




The “Bridal Party” table, designed by Valdosta Greenhouses
(Jane Stanaland and Lynn Petermann), is accented with
Nantucket Basket china by Wedgewood, Chantilly silver by
Gorham and sterling silver goblets by Alvin. The table fea-
tures a delicate pink and white skirt overlaid with a crisp,
white Battenburg lace cloth and matching napkins. White
metal ribbon candlesticks hold tall pink tapers, garlanded
with pink French silk ribbons and pink crimped paper shreds.

The “Wild Things Ty
Prowling” table
was designed by

. Betty Webb.
‘Jaguar Jungle,” a
hand-painted
- porcelain china by
Lynn Chase LTD,
captures the color-
ful beauty of the
- South American
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ymphony

rchestra

Sixth Season
Fourth Subscription Concert
May 4, 1996

SOLOIST

Ralph Votapek’s distinguished concert career began auspiciously as the first
Gold Medalist in the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, this
country’s most prestigious competition for pianists. He was also a winner of
the Naumburg Award. Mr. Votapek has appeared with most of this country’s
major orchestras, including the Chicago Symphony (sixteen appearances with
this orchestra alone), the New York Philharmonic, and the Philadelphia
Orchestra, as well as the Pitsburgh, San Francisco, and National Symphonies.
Abroad, Mr. Votapek’s concerto appearances have included London, Lisbon, St.
Petersburg, and the Far East. He has made a special commitment to
formances in Latin America, presenting recitals and concertos in biennial
's. Please welcome Palph Votapek to Valdosta.

tours over the past three decad

Ralph Votapek
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The Valdosgta Daily Times

Thursday, November 7, 1996

Dr. John Steedley, left,

and Polly Talley talk with
artist Earle McKey about
the print that the
Symphony Guild is selling.
— Times photo by Paul

Vi o i

unwels ts first poster for sale.

Leavy

Before a capacity audience, the
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra
unveiled its first poster ever on
opening night of the 1996-97 con-
cert season Saturday on the stage
of Whitehead Auditorium.

The poster features a copy of
the Earle McKey original, “Azalea
& Honeysuckle Vines,” from the
collection of Dr. and Mrs. John
Steedley. The display poster was

& Mirror Company. v
 On stage for the presentation
he poster were Sue Cox and
ey, ways and means co-
"~ the Valdosta
S

framed courtesy of Ashley Glass -

f

said Martha Blackburn, publicity
co-chairman of the guild.

The guild will have 1,000 copies
of the poster for sale. Also avail-
able will be note paper with the
same azalea motif. This is a major
fund-raiser for the Valdosta
Symphony Guild whose primary
purpose is to support the
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra.

Posters and note paper will be
on sale at the following locations:
Art South, University Park, 906
Slater St.; Covington's; Betty
Webb Ltd.; and That Finishing
TO“Ch. V » L




Valdosta Symphony Guild
requests the pleasure of your company
at the 1996

QSpmphony SSall

cstor OBenefit of the Naldosta Opmphony Orchestra
on
Saturday, the sixteenth of November
at the
Valdosta Country Club

7:00 Cocktails (by subscription)

8:00 Dinner

9:00 Auction & Dancing Black Tie
S50 per person

'\ Qbpmphony Sl

Valdosta Country Club
{ November 1(), ]()()(/7
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The Valdogia Daily Times

Friday, November 22, 1996

‘ The annual Symphony Ball is
given by the Valdosta Symphony
Guild for the benefit of the
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra.

Last Saturday’s event at the
Valdosta Country Club included an
auction, dinner and dancing,
according to Martha Blackburn
and Camille Peeples, publicity co-
chairmen for the guild.

Times
photos
Paul

Leavy S , i
' - ~_Jerry and Kay Jennett dance to the music in the
P55 =h ; ballroom at the Valdosta Country Club. '
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From left, Dee Broadfoot, Georgia Thomson and Judy and Jim Hinton soc1allze |
during the happy hour before dinner.
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By BEN BUTLER
| Times Staff Writer

rriba! The Valdosta Symphony
Orchestra’s upcoming perfor-
mance, “Spain — The French
View,” will present three popular
L. symphonic works on Spanish sub-
M. jects, all composed by Frenchmen.
pain was an alluring and exotic destination
in the inventive mind of romantic French com-
posers,” said symphony conductor James
Plondke. “Many works were composed to Spanish
subjects. Our concert will present three of the
most famous — a French travelogue of Spain for
the ear.”

The VSO will perform “Rapsodie Espagnole”
by Maurice Ravel, “Symphonie Espagnole” by
Eduoard Lalo and the symphonic suite from
“Carmen” by Georges Bizet in a performance
Saturday in Valdosta State University’s
Whitehead Auditorium.

The performance begins at 8:15 p.m. Tickets
are $15.

Accompanying the VSO for the second time as
soloist will be violinist Stephanie Chase.

Ms. Chase, heralded by The New York Times as
“one of the violin greats of our time,” has per-
formed in some of the world’s finest orchestras
including the Chicago Symphony, the New York
Philharmonic, the London Symphony and the
Hong Kong Philharmonic.

She was a bronze medalist at the International
Tchaikovsky Competition, the world’s most pres-

is also the winner of the Avery Fischer Award for

tigious solo competition for young musicians. She:

VS0 performs Feb.

Career Performers.

Ms. Chase will perform Lalo’s “Spanish
Symphony” for solo violin and orchestra.

A player of great technical ability, Ms. Chase's
performances are “accurate and clean,” Dr.
Plondke said.

“(The piece) is more a concerto than a sym-
phony,” Dr. Plondke said. “The work uses a vast
array of characteristic violin techniques.”

The work is also filled with melodies “sung” in
an expressive manner by the violin, Dr. Plondke
said.

“The melodies are of Lalo’s invention, but
sound as though they could be Spanish folk
tunes,” he said.

Another work in the program, Ravel's
“Spanish Rhapsody,” is a kind of concerto for the
entire orchestra, Dr. Plondke said.

“Every section of the orchestra has important
solo passages,” he added. Much like Lalo’s work,
Spanish rhythms pervade the “Spanish
Rhapsody.”

After the intermission, the VSO will perform
the most famous orchestral passages from one of
the most famous operas of all time.

Bizet’s “Carmen,” written in 1875, contains,
folk dances, a bull fight and children at play all
with a Spanish flare.

“In all the repertoire, these are among the
most beloved melodies which our audience will
readily recognize,” Dr. Plondke said. “Many of
the VSO’s members will be featured, especially in
the woodwind section of the orchestra.”

Tickets are available from the ArtSouth office
(906 Slater St.) or by calling 333-2150.

‘_’

The Valdogia Daily Times
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By BEN BUTLER
Times Staff Writer

VALDOSTA The Valdosta
Symphony Orchestra will host renowned
pianist Ruth Laredo Saturday in its third
concert of the subscription series.

Hailed as “America’s first lady of the
piano” by the New York Daily News, Ms.
Laredo has played all over the United
States and the world in the most presti-

. gious venues.

1

Born in Detroit, Ms. Laredo started
playing piano at age 2 and a half has
played all her life.

“I was drawn to the piano early,” she
said. “I just always played.”

She has performed at Carnegie Hall,

. the Kennedy Center, the Metropolitan

Museum of Art, the Library of Congress
and the White House.

Ms. Laredo will perform the Mozart
Piano Concerto No. 21 in C Major with the

- VSO.

In addition the Orchestra will perform
Brahms’ First Symphony and the over-

. ture from Verdi's opera, “La Forza del

Destino” (The Force of Destiny).
The performance is at 8:15 p.m.
- Saturday in Whitehead Auditorium.

.' i+ Tickets for the program $15 each and are
. available at the office of ArtSouth (906

@he Valdogia Daily Times

10-A Friday, March 14, 1997
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Slater St.).

According to orchestra director Dr.
James Plondke, Ms. Laredo is a noted
romantic interpreter. She is most noted
for her recordings of the complete solo
piano works of Rachmaninoff and the
complete piano sonatas of Scriabin.

However, she's no stranger to Mozart,
either.

“People don’t have to have just one
thing,” she said. “I love Mozart and this is
one of his most gorgeous concertos.”

Nor is she limited to classical piano.

Ms. Laredo just finished a week of per-
formances featuring classical works on
the same playbill with works by jazz
greats Duke Ellington and Thelonius
Monk even though she does not consider
herself a jazz musician.

“She’s extremely versatile and we felt
like with our large orchestra, she would
be the perfect choice to introduce this
very famous concerto by Mozart,” Dr.
Plondke said.

Ms. Laredo is confident that anyone
with an interest in Mozart will enjoy the
show.

“It's just the most beautiful, perfect
world that Mozart creates,” she said.

For ticket information call ArtSouth at
333-2150.
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Valdosta Symphony Orchestra

N 1996 - 1997




and

Veranda Magazine

present

Tablescapes
and Tea

’Beneﬁttiry
Children’s Programs
of the
TValdosta Symphony Orchestra

Saturday ~ April 5, 1997
The Crescent



The Valdogta Daily Times
Wednesday, April 9, 1997
‘ 8% e B v

Margaret Ellis and Robitoy Farquhar look over ‘Dinner at Eight’ during the Ta_blesc_apes and Tea at the Crescent
Saturday afternoon. Lee Griffin chose a number of family heirlooms for her special dinner. Her table features foux(‘i
seven-branch gold candelabrum and her centerpiece of dendrobium orchids complement her wine and aqua-bordere

china, ‘Minton Ancestral.’ The silver is Gorham ‘Buttercup,’” and the silver goblets are an antique silver pattern by
International.

'



‘Senator and

Mrs. West

Entertain’ by

Jeanne Rountree.
Designer: Sue

Cox. China:

Bavarian by
Hutschenreuther.
Silver: Gorham
‘Buttercup.’

Crystal:

» % Waterford
-~ ‘Alana.’ This table
setting is in keep-

ing with the peri-

od in which The
Crescent was

designed and

built. The

Bavarian china

was handpainted

by Lydia Lycett of
Atlanta and was

very much in

vogue. The silver
flatware features
‘Buttercup,’ one

of the earliest

ol patterns made by
‘ Gorham. A
l Victorian-styled
l silver footed
: reflector and sil-
-~ ver basket are
‘ used in the floral
arrangement.
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‘Dinner with Family’ by Mary Blackmon. China: Grandmother’s Haviland, handpaint-
ed china; Spode ‘Passion Flower” and Royal Doulton ‘English Renaissance.’ Silver: Reed
& Barton ‘Spanish Baroque’ and Reed & Barton ‘Frances 1.’ Crystal: Royal Doulton
‘Gold Renaissance,” Lenox ‘Mansfield’ and Turkish crystal. Ms. Blackmon chose an
antique, lace and cutwork-designed cloth for her dining table which features family
treasures. The cut-glass centerpiece belonged to Ms. Blackmon’s grandmother.
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Hahira Elementary School Strings
Hahira Middle School Strings
Lake Park Elementary School Strings
Lowndes Middle School Strings
Parker-Mathis Elementary School Strings .
St. John's Catholic School Strings A
Valwood School Strings -
VSU Arts Academy Strings

The Valdosta Symphony Youth Orchestras : A
The Philharmonia Strings o -
The Concert Strings - 2 e \
The Chamber Strings b . ;
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