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Jury System Revamped 

Albany Ruling Upset 
(By Staff Correspondent) 

NEW ORLEANS, La.-The U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals has 
freed six civil-rights workers accused of lying to a federal grand 
jury in 1963. 

The decision was historic in that it changes a system which 
barred all but a few Negroes from federal juries in the South. 

Published by the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc. The high court killed the charges against leaders of the Albany 
Movement because it found that Negroes were kept off jury panels 
that indicted and convicted them. 

Southwest Geor�ia Roundup: 

Baker Movement 

By JOY FENSTON this year; the likelihood that 
(Assistant Editor) their candidate for justice of the 

NEWTON Ga.-Baker County, peace would win was so strong 

in the pas{ one of the most that his district was abo�ished a 

notorious in the South for racist week before the by-elect10n was 

violence, is now the scene of the to have been held. 

most flourishing movement in Movement people have com-
Southwest Georgia. plete control of a flourishing 

"Bad Baker," as it has long Headstart program and the use 
been labelled by Negroes in the of a local school to hold it in. 
area, has a history of lynching They are presently making plans 
and brutality. Only a few years for a year-round child develop
ago no Negroes were registered to ment center. 
vote here. They plan to run a slate of 

Today, although organizers candidates in the upcoming Agri
from the Student Nonviolent cultural Stabilization and Con
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) servation elections, and three 
first entered the county only 15 candidates for county offices in a 
months ago, its movement is con- November election. 
sidered to be the most solid, Meantime, in several move-
established one in the area. ments elsewhere in Southwest 

And, in spite of Baker County's Georgia, people are searching 
violent history, there has been for th,e next steps that can lead 
only one instance of real violence them on. 

since the movement started here The most active of these move-
last year. That was in August, ments is in Cordele, Ga., where 
1965, when SNCC workers accom- this summer there have been 
panied a group of about 50 local large demonstrations, mass ar
people to the Newton courthouse rests-and vicious violence by 
to register to vote. white racists. 

Sha.itf -¥larreln L. J6hr.Sfln At one puins in ;Te-,� 
(whose service station carried teen-agers from Cordele were 
the sign 'we welcome white beaten by an angry white mob at 
customers' until a few months a nearby state park. One of their 
ago) deputized and armed leaders was dragged from his 
dozens of whites, and "Bloody truck by the sheriff who yelled to 
Saturday" began. By the time the mob "kill that nigger," then 
it was over, dozens of SNCC beat him till he lost the sight of 
and community people had been one eye. 
beaten; many of them were At one time more than 70 
hospitalized. people were in jail for demon-

But since then, the people have strations centering around a 
continued to hold weekly mass school boycott in Cordele. Some 
meetings, even though there were of the leaders remained in prison 
no outside organizers here for a week before preliminary hear
several months during the winter. ings. Two 19-year-olds were 

As the result of a school boy- sentenced to 12 months in work 
cott last September, the number camps; they are appealing the 
of Negro children admitted to sentences. 
previously white schools was in- The Cordele movement, militant 
creased. and composed almost entirely of 

The movement has already run young people (with moral support 
two candidates for county offices. from the older people), took on 
Their school board candidate came momentum in April after a meet
in second in an election in July ing for voter registration turned 

Election in West Tennessee 

Retu1·ns Nine Negro Magistrates 

SOMERVILLE, Tenn.-Residents of two West Tennessee coun
ties have elected nine Negro magistrates to represent them on 
Quarterly Court. 

The election, August 4, was the culmination of seven years of 
struggle for voter registration in Fayette and Haywood counties. 

It is the first time since Reconstruction that Negro magistrates 
have been elected to these courts. 

Seven of the 21 Negro candidates in Fayette County were 
elected; however, two of them were disqualified later on the 
grounds that they have criminal records. 

The disqualification is being contested. Local leaders are chal
lenging its validity; they are also asking why the men were not 
disqualified when they filed nomination papers, rather than after 
they had contested and won the seats. 

In Haywood County, two of the four Negro candidates were 
elected. 

The electoral campaign was organized by local people and mem� 
· hers of the West Tennessee Voters' Project, which began work in
the area in 1964. 

�@ 

Thrives 
into a discussion about the 
inadequacy of local schools. The 
school boycott followed; more 
than 500 Negroes, most of them 
students, marched for four days. 

By the time the marches and 
arrests were over, the basis for 
a continuing movement this past 
summer had been created and 
demonstrations at the state park 
began. 

The Cordele Movement is 
typical of those w'hich have 
shaken the white power struc
ture of Southwest Georgia in 
recent years. It has successfully 
ralli,ed and involved large num
bers of people, brought atten
tion to some of their problems, 
and secured some concessions 
from the power structure. 
Yet leaders in Cordele and 

elsewhere in Southwest Georgia 
are finding severe limitations to 
organizing based only on mass 
demonstrations and marches. 
They are looking for ways to 
end the long periods of inaction 
between crises which bring the 
people into the streets, for ways 
to organize people against the 
basic, 1f undramatic, mequalities 
which surround them. 

These difficulties have bogged 
down movements in Albany and 
Americus, both of which have 
shaken the nation with their 
headlines in recent years. Here 
the movements seem to lie 
temporarily dormant-not dead 
by any means, not over, maybe 
only half begun-but quiet as 
their active people search for 
ways to mobilize the people. 

In Americus, "the issues slap 
you in the face," one civil rights 
worker there said-issues like 
bad roads, schools, the job situa
tion. But Americus, which last 
year was a focus of national at
tention, has been quiet this year. 
Some say the people are tired and 
afraid. Others say it's a tempo
rary complacency about the gains 
made last year. 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Prosecution of the Albany Cases had shocked the nation because 
the charges were filed by the federal government at a time when 
the Albany Movement was in a crucial fight against segregration. 
A nationwide protest followed, sparked by a pamphlet called "Up
side-Down Justice-The Albany Cases." 

A first, limited victory came in the case last winter when the 
U.S. Department of Justice admitted error in the selection of the 
juries which convicted the Albany defendants (See January 
Patriot). Nathan Lewin, trial attorney for the Department, asked 
the appeals court to upset the convictions, set aside their sentences, 
and order new trials. 

However, he did not confess error in picking the grand jury 
which indicted them. Defense attorneys said that the charges 
should be thrown out completely because there was as much bias 
in the selection of grand juries as in the picking of trial juries. 

The appeals court ruled that lists for all juries must be made 
up from a pool of persons "broadly representative of the com
munity." 

"A person," the court said, "need only be able to read, write, 
speak and understand English; he need not enjoy that degree of 
excellence found only among the more fortunate classes of our 
society." 

This means that Negroes must be on jury lists in at least their 
proportion to the population. It also has the effect of striking down 
the present 'key man' system for picking juries. Under this sys-
tem, jury commissioners and clerks of federal courts have relied 
on prominent citizens in the area to nominate prospective jurors. 

In its 8-to-1 decision, the court directed these officials to de
velop a jury-selection system which would represent the community 
in which the court is located. 

The decision said it was Congress's intent when the 1957 Civil 
Rights Act was passed that Negroes be placed on federal juries 
even if it meant lowering educational standards for jurors. 

"It (the act) constituted an effort to imp,rove the judicial s•ys
tem w'her,e it most directly touches the lives of the average citizen," 
the court said . ....._ ______ _ 

The decision gave judicial support to Title One of the pending 
1966 civil-rights bill, which would establish a "master jury wheel" 
filled with the names of at least one per cent of all registered 
voters in a judicial district. 

If Title One is passed, it will widen the scope of the decision 
tremendously, since the present ruling is binding only on federal 
courts in Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, 
and the Canal Zone( the Fifth Circuit of the federal court system). 

The Albany defendants were indicted in the midst of the mass 
movement that was then challenging the entire system of segrega
tion in that city. The case began after a student group picketed 
an Albany grocery. 

Those indicted included Slater King, head of the Albany Move
ment; Mrs. Elza (Goldie) Jackson, recording secretary; Robert 
Thomas, a barber; Thomas Chatmon, a businessman; the Rev. 
Samuel B. Wells, who was also fired from his job as a sandblaster 
for the U.S. Marine Corps; and Miss .Joni Rabinowitz, white civil
rights worker from New York, whose father, Victor Rabinowitz, 
became one of the attorneys in the case. 

"Upside-Down Justice-The Albany Cases" was circulated by 
the tens of thousands of copies throughout the country and helped 
rouse public opinion against the convictions. It was prepared by 
the National Committee for the Albany Defendants, in coope-ration 
with the Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF). 

HEADSTART PROGRAM IN BAKER COUNTY is only one of numerous successful programs initiated in 
"Bad" Baker County since SNCC workers entered the area 15 months ago. Already the movement �s con

zidered the most solid, powerful one in southwest Georgia. (Photo by John Spragens, Jr.) 
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