
EFFECTIVENESS OF MASS CASUALTY PROTOCOLS IN HOSPITALS

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
• A mass casualty incident (MCI), either a natural 

incident or a man-made incident, that requires a 

rapid response exceeding the local resources and 

capacity to respond, has been estimated to occur 

somewhere in the world every day (Wilkinson & 

Matzo, 2015). 

• PICO Question: We researched what the effect of 

training protocols are for hospital staff and their 

preparedness during mass casualties.

• Purpose: Develop evidence-based practice 

guidelines to improve effectiveness of mass 

casualty training protocols in hospitals 

• The main objective of our literature review is to 

analyze training protocols for mass casualty 

incidents. We are looking at how the nurses 

responded to the training protocols and the 

effectiveness of the training put into action.
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Results of Literature Review

●Nursing students felt more confident and 

prepared for a mass casualty response after 

attending a simulation and didactic lecture on 

disaster readiness (Fernandez-Pacheco et al., 

2018)

●Hospital staff members possess knowledge or 

experience related to MCIs, but  may not be 

aware of mass casualty incident plans in their 

facility (Lewis et al., 2016).

●Emergency Personnel improved in knowledge 

pertaining to MCI response following training 

(Glow et al., 2013)
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PRACTICE GUIDELINES 

RECOMMENDATIONS
• No notice exercise trainings should be 

conducted every 6 months as refreshers 

(Waxman et al., 2017).

• MCIs checklist will be visibly posted in 

specified areas throughout hospital 

(Lewis et al., 2016)

• Mechanism for evaluation and critique of 

performance will be administered 

following exercise/drill (Waxman et al., 

2017)

• New hires will undergo simulated MCI 

trainings during orientation (Fernandez-

Pacheco et al., 2018)
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