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Well, here is your fall issue — and I hope you 
receive it before winter! As you have already guess­
ed, we ran into numerous delays with the last issue. 
We are looking for ways to improve our efficiency. 
One thing you will notice is that I have set back 
deadlines for copy to the editor by one month so that 
we may be more nearly on schedule.

I am pleased to introduce you to a new Manag­
ing Editor beginning with this issue. Although ''Col­
umbia is ten miles from Irmo", as a local bumper 
sticker proclaims, that distance has proven too great. 
Helen and I simply had too much difficulty matching 
our busy schedules. I thank her for her hard work 
in helping me to get the journal underway here in 
South Carolina.

John Olsgaard, who is now the Managing Editor, 
has joined our faculty this fall as Assistant Dean. Since 
he's right here in the same building, we'll have an 
easier time finding each other. John, as you might 
guess from his Norwegian name, is a native of the 
upper Midwest — North Dakota, to be specific. He 
earned his Master's Degree from the University of 
Iowa and his Ph.D from the University of Illinois. 
Before earning his Ph.D., he was Documents Librarian 
and Archivist at the University of South Dakota. 
Some of his published works have appeared in Col­
lege and Research Libraries and the Journal of the
American Society for Information Science. In addition to his administrative duties, 
John will teach a course in Post Secondary Institution Libraries and will supervise 
our College's continuing education program. I look forward to working with him 
on the journal.

One final note: Does anyone out there write short articles? I've indicated that 
I'd prefer that articles not exceed 5,000 words, but if I receive only long articles — 
as I have recently — I will be able to include only two articles per issue. I'd prefer 
to have space for at least three per issue. I'd welcome some articles to consider 
for publication in the range of 2,000 to 2,500 words. Think short!

— Linda Lucas

DEADLINES FOR COPY TO EDITORS:

V. 34, No. 4 (Winter, 1984)................................................................January 1, 1985
V. 35, No. 1 (Spring, 1985).....................................................................March 1, 1985
V. 35, No. 2 (Summer, 1985).................................................................... June 1, 1985
V. 35, No. 3 (Fall, 1985).................................................................. September 1, 1985
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I feel honored to take the gavel and assume the 
leadership of this illustrious regional library associa­
tion, and I hope to perpetuate the legacy and 
strengthen the unifying effectiveness that has 
characterized the 64 years of its existence!

We have just weathered a critical period in our 
existence! At the first Board meeting I attended two 
years ago our association was facing a bleak finan­
cial future. Publication of the Southeastern Librarian 
had been suspended! It was evident that bold 
measures would be necessary to change the picture. 
President Barratt Wilkins, the Officers, and the Board 
are to be complimented. Today our finances are 
healthy and the Southeastern Librarian is alive and 
well.

The challenge is before us to maintain our solvency, to continue the publica­
tion of which we are so justifiably proud, and to foster the promotion of library 
and information services through cooperation, research and the encouragement of 
staff development, as put forth in the objectives of our Constitution.

The jury is still out on the actual effect of ALA Sectional Conferences on SELA. 
However, it is my intention, as your president, to meet the challenges, overcome 
any threats and insure that SELA will continue to offer the calibre of membership 
services we librarians of the Southeastern states have come to expect. But I can't, 
even with a hope of success, attempt this undertaking without the help of each 
and every one of you. Together, we can make the 1984-86 Biennium a memorable 
one in the life of the Southeastern Library Association.

— Rebecca T. Bingham
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The Relevance of Urban Libraries 
to Adult Learners 

By John C. Shirk

How relevant are public libraries to adults' learn­
ing projects? The author attempted to find the answer 
by interviewing adults to discover what resources 
they used to support their learning projects.

The study was conducted in Harris County, 
Texas. Eighty-one respondents were randomly 
selected using the Houston, TX, telephone directory. 
They were interviewed in person and tape recorded 
to insure accuracy. A content analysis of the data was 
conducted that included case studies, learning 
sociograms, frequency analyses, and anecdotal 
analyses.

In this study, learning was not equated with for­
mal education, though it could include that; rather, 
using Toughs definition, learning was considered to 
be anything new that a person had deliberately pur­
sued for a period of at least seven hours over a time 
period of one year.1

It became evident that different styles of learn­
ing occurred including project learning (the respon­
dent deliberately set out to learn something new that 
required at least seven hours of information seeking 
and active involvement to complete); accidental learn­
ing (the respondent, reacting to an unexpected intru­
sion (s), dealt with that intrusion until it was either 
satisfactorily relieved, solved, or assimilated into his 

or her life); formal learning (the respondent enrolled 
in a class provided with a paid teacher to either meet 
credentialing or degree plan demands); and seren­
dipitous, or as Cropley noted, incidental learning (the 
respondent unintentionally and unknown to him or 
herself at the time of the information processing, 
learned something new).2

Eighty respondents indicated they had learned 
something new in the previous year, and a total of 
625 learning activities were identified. To whom did 
they turn for information related to their learning ac­
tivities? The following is a condensed frequency 
analysis of the data to include learning activities, use 
of resources, rating of resources, and use of public 
library resources.

The most frequently identified type of learning 
project was related to vocation, followed in order 
by domestic, recreational, religious, interpersonal, 
cultural, medical, other, and political projects.

Vocational projects included on-the-job training, 
in-service training, licensing programs, professional 
responsibilities, professional reading, seeking new 
employment, and efforts in entrepreneurship. 
Domestic projects included automobile repair, con­
sumer interests, cooking, gardening, nutrition, per­
sonal finances and related activities. Recreational pro-

Figure 1. Percentage of each type of learning project in each age group for 
nine types of learning projects.
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jects included such activities as sports, games, and 
hobbies. Religious projects included Bible studies and 
spiritual development. Interpersonal projects included 
family relationships, establishing new relationships, 
and improving interpersonal skills. Cultural projects 
included learning new languages, history, reading, 
and the arts. Medical projects included health and 
medical information seeking related to self, family, 
and friends. Political projects were related to political 
campaigns, and researching voting patterns. Figures 
1, 2, 3, and 4 depict involvement in learning activities 
by age and education.

When library books were used as a learning 
resource, they were most frequently used in voca­
tional, political, and religious type learning projects. 
When public library librarians were used, they were 
most frequently used for political and interpersonal 
learning projects.

To develop a list of learning resources from which 
respondents could select, the author used the follow­
ing studies about information seeking and adult lear­
ning patterns: Dervin & Zweizig;3 Parker & 
Paisley;4 Penland;5 Tough;6 and Warner, Murray, & 
Palmour.7 The list of learning resources presented to 
the respondents included: myself, family, own books 
and magazines, books and magazines from friends, 
books and magazines from a library, the media, 
friend, informal group, clergyman, physician, 
employer, paid teacher, public librarian, businessper­
son, and other. If the respondent indicated "other/' 
he or she was asked to elaborate.

Christie raised three questions regarding relevance 
of information to an individual's needs: (1) Relevance 
to what and when? What is relevant at one point in 
time might not be relevant in another. (2) If a respon­
dent found relevance in a particular situation, he or 
she would most likely remain satisfied with that 
source: "further items may be disregarded as being 
somehow 'irrelevant' even though they may in some 
other sense be more relevant than the ones 
accepted."8 (3) Relevance depending on the user's, 
not the institution's or system's point of view. 
Relevance in this study was based on frequency of 
use and rating of resources by the respondents.

The total number of resources used by 
respondents for their 625 learning projects was 2222, 
an average of 3.56 resources per project. The most 
frequently mentioned resource for learning was 
respondents' own books and magazines followed by 
own self, friends, family, other, and, including a 
breakdown of types of libraries, the least frequently 
used resource was law libraries (Table 1). Change in 
ranking occurred when use of resources "last year" 
was compared with projected use of resources "next 
year" (Table 2).

Further analysis of the learning resource category 
"other" resulted in six sub-categories: human, printed 
materials, groups and clubs, materials and equipment, 
observation, and miscellaneous. Included in these sub­
categories were such resources as professionals, 
employees, manufacturers' repair instructions, pro­
duct instruction, religious and civic groups, audio-

Education Vocational Education Domestic Education Interpersonal
Figure 3. Percentage of each type of learning project in each educational group for 

nine types of learning projects.
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visual resources, prayer, animals, auctions, museums, 
bookstores, travel, and employment agencies. As the 
author noted:

What these "other" resources reveal is that the 
respondents had actively or passively interacted 
with a wide variety of learning influences and 
influentials. They did not limit themselves to 
those resources familiar to students, e.g., books, 
instructors, classrooms; learning resources fit their 
needs, their conditions, their situations. They 
were lifelong learners, their environments were 
their classrooms and their peers were their lear­
ning resources.9
When respondents were asked to rate the 

resources they had used "last year," rank ordering 
was obviously modified. Paid teachers were now 
ranked highest followed by clergy, family, other 
resources, and public librarians. Respondents' books 
and magazines were now ranked tenth (Table 3).

Why the difference between frequency of use 
of resources and rating of resources? Several reasons 
are suggested. The disparagement between use and 
rating of one's own books and magazines could be 
attributed to the law of parsimony, i.e., the law of 
"least effort." Whereas one's own books and 
magazines were easily accessible, the effort and ability 
to effectively analyze them could be another matter.

The disparagement between infrequent use of 
professionals and high ratings given them could be 
attributed to: (1) Characteristics of respondents who 
used professionals (primarily more educated); (2) con­
fidence in the authority of professionals; and (3) 
esteem held for professionals.

As for the phenomenon of high rating of public 
librarians, respondents who mentioned using public 
librarians as a resource frequently mentioned that 
they had developed personal relationships with those 
librarians.

Relevance was a factor in the information seek­
ing habits of the respondents. Relevance appeared, 
however, to be influenced by the "intimacy" factor. 
Friends, family, own books and magazines, and co­
workers appeared to be relevant to the respondents 
because a bond of intimacy had been established bet­
ween the respondent and information source. As had 
been noted, the "intimacy" factor also occurred bet­
ween some librarians and library users, but not bet­
ween librarians and the general public.

Finally, four types of information seekers were 
identified in the study: (1) gregarious information 
seekers who seemed surrounded by friends and 
associates to whom they turned to satisfy their lear­
ning information needs; (2) institutional information 
seekers, who seemed not satisfied with information 
provided by friends and associates, so they went to 
the "sources." Those sources could be manufacturers, 
information related resources such as libraries, or pro­
fessionals who were considered experts; (3) 
gregarious-institutional information seekers who 
relied on friends and associates as well as informa­
tion related resources such as libraries and profes­

sionals who were considered experts; and (4) isolates 
who seemed lonely and impotent. They did not 
know how to access information, or perhaps chose 
not to. They were not gregarious, and they did not 
trust, or perhaps felt uncomfortable turning to, in­
stitutions such as libraries for their needs. They tend­
ed to allow "fate" to guide them. Types (2) and (3) 
could be considered "sophisticated information 
seekers."

Analysis of use of public library resources for lear­
ning indicated the following: (1) 81 respondents, 
59.26 percent, used public libraries at least once in 
the previous person-year, and 44.44 percent of them 
used either public library books and magazines or 
the public library librarian as resources for at least 
one of their learning projects; (2) that 39.51 percent 
of the respondents used public library books and 
magazines for at least one learning project and 23.43 
percent used public library librarians for at least one 
learning project; (3) that 75.00 percent of all 
respondents who used public library books and 
magazines and/or public librarians at least once as 
resources for learning projects; (4) that 46.88 percent 
of all respondents who used public library books and 
magazines as resources for at least one learning pro­
ject also used public librarians as a resource, though 
not necessarily for the same project; (5) that 79.95 
percent of all respondents who used public librarians 
as a resource for at least one learning project also us­
ed public library books and magazines as a resource, 
though not necessarily for the same project.

While 59.26 percent of the 81 respondents used 
public libraries at least once in the previous person­
year, and while 44.44 percent of the 81 respondents 
used public library books and magazines and public 
librarians to support at least one of their learning pro­
jects, use of public library resources for specific lear­
ning projects reveals the following: (1) of the 625 
learning projects respondents had been involved in 
in the previous person-year, public library books and 
magazines were used as resources for 10.72 percent; 
(2) public librarians were used as resources for 4.80 
percent; (3) on the other hand, the 32 respondents 
who indicated they had used public library books and 
magazines as a resource at least once for their 268 
learning projects, used those books and magazines 
in 25.00 percent of their projects; (4) the 19 
respondents who indicated they had used public 
librarians as a resource for at least one of their 156 
learning projects, used librarians in 19.23 percent; (5) 
the 36 respondents who indicated they had used 
public library books and magazines and public 
librarians as a resource for at least one of their 296 
learning projects, used either public library books and 
magazines, or public librarians, or both in 24.32 
percent.

In conclusion, the author was made aware that 
adult learning is a more dynamic enterprise than he 
had suspected. Lifelong learning apart from formal 
educational experiences can and does shape human 
values. Respondents, however, tended to underrate
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TABLE 1
Frequency of Use of Resources in 625 Learning Projects 

By 81 Respondents "Last Year"
Respondents' 

Frequency Percentage of Rank
Resource of Use Projects Order

Own self 313 50.08 2
Family 179 28.64 4
Own books and magazines 319 51.04 1
Books and magazines from friends 102 16.32 11
Books and magazines from a library 139 22.24

Public library 67 10.72 13
College library 10 1.60 20
Company library 22 3.52 17
Medical library 19 3.04 18
Law Library 3 .48 21
Other libraries 18 2.88 19

Media, T.V., Radio, Newspapers 115 18.40 9
Friends 259 41.44 3
Informal group 157 25.12 6
Clergy 65 10.40 14
Physician 50 8.00 15
Employer 87 13.92 12
Paid teacher 103 16.48 10
Public library librarian 30 4.80 16
Businessperson 136 21.76 8
Other 166 26.56 5

TABLE 2
Percentage of 81 Respondents Using Various

Resources "Last Year" and "Next Year"
"Last Year" "Next Year"

Number of Rank Number of Rank
Resource Respondents % Order Respondents % Order
Self 62 76.54 4 63 77.78 1
Family 54 66.67 5 43 53.09 6
Own books and magazines 70 86.42 1 63 77.78 1
Books and magazines from friends 42 51.85 10 32 39.51 12
Books and magazines from a library 47 58.02 8 48 59.26 3

Public 32 39.51 15 37 45.69 8
College 5 6.17 19 6 7.41 17
Company 12 14.81 17 6 7.41 17
Medical 5 6.17 19 4 4.92 20
Law ? 2.47 21 1 1.23 21
Other 8 9.88 18 6 7.41 17

Media 50 61.73 6 33 40.74 11
Friends 63 77.78 3 47 58.02 4
Informal Group 43 53.09 9 43 53.09 6
Clergy 33 40.74 13 27 33.33 13
Physician 33 40.74 13 18 22.22 16
Employer 40 49.83 11 27 33.33 13
Paid Teacher 39 48.15 12 41 50.62 7
Public library librarian 19 23.46 16 21 25.93 15
Businessperson 50 61.73 6 37 45.69 8
Other 65 80.25 2 44 54.32

TABLE 3
Average Rating* of Resources Used In 625 Learning 

Projects By 81 Respondents "Last Year"

5

Respondents'

Resource
Frequency 

of Use
Rank 
Order

Average 
Rating

Rank 
Order

Own self 313 2 3.98 6
Family 179 4 4.37 3
Own books and magazines 319 1 3.83 10
Books and magazines from friends 102 11 3.80 12
Books and magazines from a library 139 7 3.68 14

Public library 67 13 3.64 15
College library 10 20 3.60 16
Company library i 7 17 3.45 18
Medical library 19 18 3.53 17
Legal library 3 21 3.33 19
Other 18 19 3.06 21

Media, T.V., Radio, Newspapers 115 9 3.25 20
Friends 259 3 3.94 Q
Informal group 157 6 3.76 13
Clergy 67 14 4.48 T
Physician 50 15 3.95 7
Employer 87 12 3.81 11
Paid teacher 103 10 4.63 1
Public library librarian 30 16 4.22 5
Businessperson 136 8 3.95 7
Other 166 5 4.35 4
* Rating scale: (1) No satisfaction, (2) Little satisfaction, (3) Satisfied, (4) Much satisfaction, (5) Complete satisfaction
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their learning experiences, particularly if the ex­
periences were not connected with books or 
classroom activities. "But that isn't learning, learning 
is when you read from a book or sit in a classroom 
and take notes" was a frequent comment. Formal 
classroom experiences were infrequently reported by 
the respondents.

The author concluded that public libraries could 
be a highly potent resource for facilitating lifelong 
learning in any community. They are not. Public 
librarians and the library profession in general must 
assume some responsibility for the lack of interest 
in libraries for lifelong learning. They must devise 
strategies to turn around the image adult learners 
have of libraries. Library instruction programs that 
promote lifelong learning in school curriculums, link­
ing library programs with community education pro­
grams, understanding the dynamic nature of the 
learning society, and differentiating between learn­
ing and education can begin to make it possible for 
libraries in general and public libraries in particular 
to increase the impact they have on lifelong learn­
ing in America.

John C. Shirk is coordinator of Elementary 
Library Services, Alice Independent School 
District, Alice, Texas.
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Bound to Purr-fectiomi
I At Bound To Stay Bound, we’re perfectionists about 

our books. That’s why every prebound book is produced 
according to rigid LBI standards for the longest shelf life 
possible. Then we inspect each one to make sure it meets 
our own high standards of quality and durability.

Bound To Stay Bound books have brightly illustrated 
covers and strong buckram bindrigs which win last more than 
100 circulations, five times longer than the average publisher's 
edition And with nearly 17,000 in-stock titles for grades K 
through 12, BTS8 books are sure to be popular with your 
young readers.

BTSB also offers a variety of special services to reduce 
your paperwork and make ordering from us economical and 
efficient. And for new or expanding libraries, we offer pre­
sorted catalog cards to minimize the cost of acquisition.

For more information on books that are “bound to 
purr-fection”, write today for our free service brochure 
and 1983 - 84 general catalog

Bound Tb Stay Bound Books, Inc.
West Morton Road 
Jacksonville, IL 62650 
CaUTbnFm: 1-800-637-6686 
In miash, Call Collect: (217)846-6191
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“Personalized” Subscription Service—Since 1933

• All domestic and • Single billing 
foreign titles • Automatic renewal

• Title Research • Personal customer
• Prepaid account

subscriptions representatives
Let an experienced McGregor "Home 
Office" representative simplify your complex 
problems of periodical procurement. Prompt 
and courteous service has been a tradition 
with McGregor since 1933. Our customers 
like it—We think you would, too!

Write for catalog or 
Phone 815/734-4183
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Our physical size and financial strength —necessary to make and honor commitments — 
indicate the successful working relationships we have with thousands of libraries worldwide.

But the plain truth is, simply, that it is our sensitivity to your unique requirements, and 
our flexibility in providing an exhaustive and relentless effort for total customer service that 
is our real strength.

We want to work with you —to help you provide exceptional patron service, which is 
your strength.

We can help. Write today —

EBSCO SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES
The Serials Professionals

P.O. Box 2435
Birmingham, AL 35202 
(205) 991-6725/991-6726 
Telex: 78-2663

8000 Forbes Place, Suite 204
Springfield, VA 22151
(703) 321-7494/321-9630



Newspaper Preferences of Southern ARL Libraries: 
A Survey
By Brian E. Coutts

Newspapers have long been recognized as impor­
tant sources of current information as well as useful 
tools for historians, journalists, and others who study 
the popular culture of the past.

They have, however, always posed difficult pro­
blems for libraries. Unlike other serials, most 
newspapers are published daily. Research libraries 
generally receive them through the mail. They re­
quire considerably more processing than other serials. 
They also pose unique storage problems because of 
their bulk and cheap paper format and constant 
maintenance is required to keep them in usable order. 
They are also expensive.

The general practice of most research libraries is 
to purchase and display the most recent issues, often 
in a separate newspaper reading room, for a specified 
period of time, ranging from one to three months. 
Then the papers are filmed and discarded, held until 
backfiles are obtained from one of several newspaper 
microform publishers, or simply discarded.

Which newspapers to purchase, how many to 
purchase, and which newspapers to microfilm or 
maintain in research collections have always been dif­
ficult problems.

This survey addresses these three problems and 
was designed to review practices followed by 
Southern members of the Association of Research 
Libraries (ARL). A brief questionnaire was prepared 
and sent to the twenty-one Southern ARL member 
libraries. Included was a list of forty-four major 
American daily newspapers selected for their jour­
nalistic reputation, longevity, number of subscribers, 
indexing availability, regional coverage, and 
availability in microform format. Choices were drawn 
from several “best" lists supplemented by suggestions 
from William Katz in his Magazines for Libraries, and 
my choices based on the above criteria.1

Respondents were asked to indicate their current 
newspaper subscriptions and the newspapers they 
microfilm or purchase backfiles. A sample form of 
the current and restrospective holdings (on 
microform) of the Troy H. Middleton Library at Loui­
siana State University was enclosed.

Other important questions addressed were the 
number of current subscriptions to newspaper in­
dexes and which indexes they were. Finally, 
respondents were asked if their library had a selec­
tion policy regarding newspapers, and if not, what 
criteria they used to select major American dailies.

Of twenty-one libraries surveyed, responses were 
received from seventeen libraries for a return rate 
of eighty-one percent. The number of current 
subscriptions ranged from a high of twenty-seven to 
a low of six. The mean was fourteen.

Complete retrospective holdings were defined as 
"runs" of a paper since it assumed its most recent for­

mat. For example, the New Orleans Times-Picayune 
assumed its current format in 1914 when the Daily 
Picayune merged with the New Orleans Times- 
Democrat Thus, a library owning backfiles of the 
paper from 1914 would be said to have a complete 
backfile.

Complete restrospective collections of major U.S. 
dailies ranged from a high of twelve to a low of three. 
Five libraries held three. The mean was 6.2.

Table 1 describes the particular newspaper 
subscriptions of participating libraries while Table 2 
describes the research collections (on microform) of 
major American dailies held by those same libraries. 
Table 3 shows the current subscriptions to newspaper 
indexes held by each of the respondents.

Name No. %

Table 1
Current Subscriptions to Individual Dailies

Christian Science Monitor 17 100
New York Times 17 100
Wall St. Journal 17 100
Washington Post 17 100
Chicago Tribune 15 88
Los Angeles Times 15 88
Atlanta Constitution 14 82

San Francisco Chronicle

New Orleans Times-Picayune 13 76
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 9 53
Boston Globe 8 47
(Louisville) Courier Journal 8 47
Miami Herald 8 47

S 47
417Denver Post

Houston Post 7 41
Dallas Morning News 5 29
USA Today 5 29
Minneapolis Tribune 4 24
Philadelphia Inquirer 4 24
(Baltimore) Sun 3 18
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer 3 18
(Jackson) Clarion-Ledger 3 18
Milwaukee Journal 3 18
Newsday 3 18
Des Moines Register 2 12
Detroit News 2 12
Houston Chronicle
Kansas City Star
(Portland) Oregonian 
St. Petersburg Times 
Birmingham News 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Detroit Free Press
(Memphis) Commercial Appeal 
Seattle Times

2 12
2 12
2 12
2 12
1 6
1 6
1 6
1 6
1 6
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Complete Retrospective Holdings of 
Major U.S. Dailies

Table 2

Name No. %

New York Times 17 100
Wall St. Journal 14 82
Christian Science Monitor 13 76
Atlanta Constitution 9 53
Washington Post 9 53
Chicago Tribune 6 35
New Orleans Times-Picayune 6 35
Los Angeles Times 5 29
Houston Post 3 18
Miami Herald 3 18
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 3 18
St. Petersburg Times 2 12
San Francisco Chronicle 2 12
(Baltimore) Sun 1 6
Birmingham News 1 6
Boston Globe 1 6
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer 1 6
Dallas Morning News 1 6
(Jackson) Clarion-Ledger 1 6
(Louisville) Courier-Journal 1 6
(Memphis) Commercial Appeal 1 6
Milwaukee Journal 1 6

Table 3
Current Subscriptions to Daily Newspaper

Indexes by Southern ARL Libraries
Name No. %

New York Times 17 100
Christian Science Monitor 15 88
Wall St. Journal 15 88
Washington Post* 14 82
Chicago Tribune 13 76
Los Angeles Times 13 76
New Orleans Times-Picayune 10 59
Atlanta Constitution 9 53
Houston Post 4 24
San Francisco Chronicle 4 24
St. Louis Post-Dispatch * 2 12
Denver Post 1 6

*This section was completed by only the 10 Univer­
sity Libraries which lack newspaper selection policies.

Of the seventeen libraries who participated in the 
survey, seven have specific newspaper selection

* Although these indexes were left off the original 
survey, many librarians wrote them in.

Table 4
Factors In Selecting Major U.S. Dailies*

%

Journalistic Reputation of the Paper 90
Faculty Request 80
Regional Interest 80
Cost 60
Availability of Indexing 60
Curriculum Support 50
Others:

Space Constraints
State Interest

policies (41 %). Ten do not (59%). Reasons for choos­
ing newspapers where there is no selection policy are 
shown in Table 4.

CONCLUSIONS
There is tremendous variation in the value plac­

ed on current subscriptions to major U.S. daily 
newspapers by participating Southern ARL member 
libraries. While the largest collections involve exten­
sive regional holdings from all parts of the country, 
the smallest are limited to the best known "national" 
dailies.

Four newspapers are viewed as of "national im­
portance" by all Southern ARL libraries: The 
Washington Post, the New York Times, the Wall St. 
Journal, and the Christian Science Monitor. Three of 
these have been indexed since the mid-1950's.2 The 
fourth, the Washington Post has been indexed since 
1972 by Bell and Howell. More recently, a new in­
dex, the Official Washington Post Index has been pro­
duced by Research Publications of Woodbridge, Con­
necticut. The publisher promises monthly issues with 
annual cumulations. As of June, 1984, no annual 
cumulations for 1982 or 1983 had yet appeared.3

Four other newspapers have achieved almost "na­
tional importance." Two of these "elite" or "near elite" 
papers, The Los Angeles Times and the Chicago 
Tribune are received by more than 80% of the par­
ticipating libraries. Both have been indexed by Bell 
and Howell's Newspaper Index since 1972. Since 
1982 the Microfilming Corporation of America, a 
New York Times Company, has also begun index­
ing the Chicago Tribune. In 1984 University 
Microfilms International began issuing the Los 
Angeles Times Index.4

The other two "near elite" newspapers, the Atlan­
ta Constitution and the New Orleans Times- 
Picayune, are important regional newspapers. The 
Constitution has gained increased stature in recent 
years, and has been hailed as one of the ten best in 
the country by John Merrill.5 Although researchers 
were formerly dependent on the Georgia Index 
(1972-1979) for indexing, a new index, the Index to 
the Atlanta Journal/Atlanta Constitution made its ap­
pearance in 1982.6 Although the New Orleans 
Times-Picayune, which absorbed its major urban 
competitor in 1981, has had a long and glorious 
history, it is hardly ranked on anyone's best list 
anymore.7 Its importance lies in its regional 
coverage of one of the South's unique cities, plus the 
fact that it was the first Southern newspaper to be 
retrospectively filmed back to its inception as the Dai­
ly Picayune in 1837. A Bell and Howell index has 
been available since 1972.8

No other newspaper except the St. Louis Post­
Dispatch is received by more than 50 % of the par­
ticipating libraries. This is despite the fact that both 
the Miami Herald and the Louisville Courier-Journal 
are rated as among the best newspapers in the coun­
try by several observers. Bothe of the latter are 
hindered by the absence of national indexes.9

Fifteen of the forty-four newspapers listed are
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covered by national indexing firms. No library 
subscribes to more than nine of these while one 
library received as few as three. The great expense 
involved is no doubt a contributing factor.

Another interesting observation is the lack of 
coverage of several important geographical regions 
by Southern ARL libraries. Few subscribe to even one 
paper from the Southwest or Northwest.

With regard to research collections or retrospec­
tive holdings on microform, the picture is even less 
well defined. Three-quarters of the participating 
libraries have complete collections of only three 
newspapers; the New York Times, the Christian 
Science Monitor, and the Wall St. Journal. Complete 
collections of eleven newspapers are held by only 
one or two libraries. Three libraries have recently 
cancelled their subscriptions and stopped acquiring 
microfilms of particular papers. In one case, the 
Denver Post, the subscription was unique in the 
South. Of the forty-four newspapers considered, par­
ticipating libraries hold complete backfiles of only 
twenty-three.

All this suggests the need for cooperation in in­
terlibrary loans among regional members and em­
phasizes the importance of the Center for Research 
Libraries which currently lends backfiles of 
newspapers to its members. A recent check of the 
new microfiche catalog of CRL, however, shows that 
it too lacks complete files of many of the newspapers 
considered here. It is to be hoped that in the future, 
research collections of important newspapers not cur­
rently held by any Southern ARL libraries might be 
acquired in some kind of cooperative arrangement.

With regard to indexing, several recent 
developments provide optimism for the future. The 
National Newspaper Index, an index on computer 
output microform produced by Information Access 
Corporation, has recently expanded its coverage to 
include not only the New York Times, the Wall St. 
Journal, and the Christian Science Monitor, but also 
the Washington Post and the Los Angeles Times.10 
Similarly, now more sophisticated computer­
generated indexes for the Washington Post, the 
Chicago Tribune, the Atlanta Constitution, and the 
Los Angeles Times bode well for the future.

If newspapers are ever to rival magazines and 
scholarly journals as important sources of informa­
tion for graduate students and undergraduates alike, 
it can come only through timely, complete indexing 
services which provide ready access to the important 
topics of the day.

The installation of a "research helper" (a "do it 
yourself computer search service") in 1983 at LSU's 
Troy H. Middleton Library had the effect of increas­
ing students' awareness of newspapers as an up-to- 
date and accessible source of information for term 
papers and research papers of every manner and 
description. Produced by Information Access Cor­
poration, the "search helper" has been reformated in 
1984 and currently includes the same National 
Newspaper Index available on their com readers.
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These and other developments, such as the 
availability of the National Newspaper Index online 
through Dialog focus renewed attention on the im­
portance of developing selection policies for 
newspaper collections. The fact that almost 60 % of 
participating Southern ARL member libraries still lack 
such policies is certainly regrettable.

Brian E. Coutts is Assistant Librarian, Reference 
Department, University of Kentucky Libraries, 
Lexington.

NOTES
]Three of these lists: the 1961 Bernay Study, the 

Saturday Review Poll, 1961 and the World's Great 
Dailies, 1980, appear in the World Press En­
cyclopedia, ed. by George T. Kurian. New 
York: Facts on File, 1982. Time Magazine's "The Ten 
Best U.S. Dailies," (April 30, 1984) appeared after this 
survey was complete. See: Appendix A. See 
also: John C. Merrill and Harold A. Fisher. The 
World's Great Dailies: Profiles of Fifty Newspapers. 
New York: Hastings House Publishers, 1980; and 
William Katz and Linda S. Katz. Magazines for 
Libraries. 4th ed. New York: R.R. Bowker, 1982.

2The New York Times Index began in 1913; 
however, it has been retrospectively indexed to 1851. 
The Christian Science Monitor, which was private­
ly indexed for many years is now indexed by Bell 
and Howell. Indexing is available back to 1949. The 
Wall St. Journal Index was issued by Bell and Howell 
from 1955-1957 and since 1958 has been published 
by Dow Jones Books.

3The Official Washington Post Index. Woodbridge, 
CT.: Research Publications, Inc., 1980-. It appears 
monthly with annual cumulations.
4The format is almost identical to that of the New 
York Times /ndexwith subject headings based on the 
LC Subject Headings.
5Merrill and Fisher, The World's Great Dailies.
6The Atlanta Constitution: A Georgia Index was 

issued from 1971 to 1979 by the Microfilming Cor­
poration of America. It was oriented to articles of 
state and local interest. In 1980 MCA promised a new 
national index to both the Atlanta Journal and the 
Atlanta Constitution, beginning with an annual in 
1980 and regular monthly issues in 1981.

7The Times-Picayune absorbed the New Orleans 
States-Item on May 31, 1980.
^Newspaper Index to the New Orleans Time- 

Picayune. Wooster, CT.: Bell and Howell, 1972-.
9The St. Louis Post-Dispatch has been indexed since 

1980 by Bell and Howell. Prior to this a local index 
was published by the St. Louis Public Library.
10As of January 1, 1984.
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APPENDIX A
1961 Bernay Study

Bernay polled 1,596 U.S. Daily Newspaper 
Publishers for their ranking of the top 10 domestic 
papers.

New York Times 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Christian Science Monitor 
Milwaukee Journal 
Louisville Courier-Journal 
New York Herald-Tribune 
Washington Post 
Los Angeles Times 
Chicago Tribune 
Kansas City Star

Saturday Review Poll 1961
New York Times
Christian Science Monitor
Wall St. Journal
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Milwaukee Journal
Washington Post
New York Herald-Tribune
Louisville Courier-Journal
Chicago Tribune 
(Baltimore) Sun

The World's Great Dailies (1980)
Atlanta Constitution
(Baltimore) Sun
Christian Science Monitor
Los Angeles Times
(Louisville) Courier-Journal
Miami Herald
New York Times
St. Louis Post Dispatch
Wall St. Journal
Washington Post

The Ten Best U.S. Dailies (Time, April 30, 1984)

Boston Globe
Chicago Tribune
Des Moines Register
Los Angeles Times
Miami Herald
New York Times
Philadelphia Inquirer
St. Petersburg Times
Wall St. Journal
Washington Post

My Additions
Arizona Republic
Birmingham News
Chicago Sun-Times
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer
(Dallas) Times Herald
Detroit Free Press
Detroit News
Houston Chronicle
(Jackson) Clarion-Ledger
Kansas City Times
New Orleans Times-Picayune
New York Post
Oklahoman
(Pittsburgh) Post-Gazette
(Pittsburgh) Press
(Salt Lake City) Tribune
San Francisco Chronicle
(Seattle) Times
USA Today

The Almost Great Dailies (1980)
Albuquerque Journal
Boston Globe
Chicago Tribune
Des Moines Register
(Memphis) Commercial Appeal
Milwaukee Journal
Newsday
Philadelphia Inquirer
Portland Oregonian
St. Petersburg Times 
Washington Star
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"We're a small library, with 
a small library's budget."

"But thanks to 
the ISI® Grant 
Program, we can 
afford the big 
library coverage 
and the currency 
of the Arts & 
Humanities 
Citation Index 
and the Social 
Sciences Citation 
Index®."

For over ten 
years, the ISI Grant 
Program has been 
helping "small" li­
braries just like yours 
purchase ISI's major 
indexes at significant 
discounts. Today, li­
braries at California 
State College, Eastern 
Kentucky University, 
the Illinois State Li­
brary, and the Minne­
apolis Public Library 
are just a few of the 
institutions that own 

ISI indexes as a direct 
result of these dis­
counts. Thanks to the 
ISI Grant Program, 
the patrons of these li­
braries now have ac­
cess to the thorough, 
precise literature 
search capabilities of 
the Arts & Humanities 
Citation Index and the 
Social Sciences Citation 
Index.

Isn't it time your 
library discovered the 
ISI Grant Program?

To find out how your 
library can qualify, 
just call our Customer 
Services Department 
at 800-523-1850, ex­
tension 1371. In Penn­
sylvania, call collect 
215-386-0100, exten­
sion 1371. We'll send 
you a free, no-obliga­
tion evaluation form 
that will help us de­
termine your library's 
eligibility.

for Scientific Information®
3501 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104 U.S.A. 
Telephone: (215)386-0100, Cable: SCINFO, Telex: 84-5305

©1984 ISI

276-3446



SELA CHRONICLE 
REGIONAL NEWS

ALABAMA
Dale Foster has been appointed Technical Ser­

vices Librarian at Mobile College Library, Mobile.

FLORIDA
Helen Muir, Miami, FL, received a 1984 Trustee 

Citation from ALA.
Carolyn Sue Peterson, Head of the Children's 

Dept., Orlando Public Library, FL, was the receipient 
of the 1984 Grolier Foundation Award from ALA.

Broward County Library dedicated its new $39 
million Main Library in Fort Lauderdale, FL, on April 
29, 1984.

GEORGIA
Miriam A. Drake became the Director of 

Libraries at the Georgia Institute of Technology in 
September. Drake was an Assistant Director of Pur­
due University Libraries. She replaces E. Graham 
Roberts, who retired in June. Roberts was at Georgia 
Tech for 25 years, was a founding member of 
SOLINET, and was also a visiting lecturer in 
librarianship at Emory University.

SOLINET, Atlanta, GA, has received a grant of 
$168,000 from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities to establish a cooperative preservation 
program.

Atlanta University School of Library and In­
formation Studies, GA, has received a grant of 
$250,000 from the U.S. Dept, of Education for a 
three-year program in bibliographic instruction.

KENTUCKY
Thomas G. Kirk, Director of Hutchings Library, 

Berea College in Kentucky received the 1984 Miriam 
Dudley Bibliographic Instruction Librarian of the Year 
Award from ALA.

Kentucky Department For Libraries & Archives 
has received a $143,000 grant from the National En­
dowment for the Humanities for a two-year project 
on archival resources in Kentucky.

Louisville Free Public Library, recently receiv­
ed $950,000 for construction of four new branch 
libraries.

LOUISIANA
Sharon Anne Hogan has become Director of 

Libraries at Louisiana State University in Baton 
Rouge. She was formerly the Acting Director of Tem­
ple University Libraries in Philadelphia.

Charles D. Patterson, Professor of Library 
Science, School of Library and Information Science, 
Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, has receiv­
ed the Cotton Foundation Faculty Excellence Award 
for recognition of his excellence in the areas of 
teaching, research, administration, and public service.
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Martin Steffenson has joined the staff of Loui­
siana Tech as Head of Information Services.

NORTH CAROLINA
Barbara G. Freedman, received the 1984 

Frederic G. Melcher Scholarship Award from ALA's 
Association for Library Service to Children to attend 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Penny E. Perry, recently retired as Chief 
Librarian at North Carolina Central University.

Jaia Barrett, Public Documents Department 
Head, Duke University, Durham, received the 1984 
"Documents to the People" Award from ALA.

Lester E. Asheim, Professor of Library Science, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, was 
awarded a Honorary Life Membership in ALA.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Bernice B. Middleton has retired after 26 years 

of service at South Carolina State College as Chair­
man of the Department of Library/Media Services.

Nurieh Musavi is now Assistant Professor, Col­
lege of Library and Information Science, University 
of South Carolina at Columbia. She received her Ph.D 
from the University of Pittsburgh and has previous­
ly taught at Queen Farah University in Tehran, Iran, 
the University of Wisconsin and Western Michigan 
University.
Lillie S. Walker has retired as Coordinator of Col­
lection Organization at South Carolina State College. 
She worked at S.C. State for 28 years.

TENNESSEE
Jess A. Martin, Director of the Center for Health 

Sciences Library, University of Tennessee at Mem­
phis received the 1984 Tennessee Library Associa­
tion Honor Award.

VIRGINIA
Marjorie Rambo, TAC Command Librarian at 

Langley Air Force Base, has been selected by the 
Armed Forces Library Section of the Public Library 
Association to receive its 1984 Achievement Cita­
tion Award.

Richmond, Public School System, was a win­
ner of the 1984 Library Media Program of the Year 
Award.

NECROLOGY
Henry Muller Brimm, retired Librarian and Emeritus 
Professor of Bibliography at Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia, died on August 1, 1984.
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BIGAND GETTING BIGGER... 
COMPUTER BOOKS AND SOFTWARE.
The exceptional growth in the demand for 
computer books and software shows no sign of 
abatement. Together, they comprise the most 
rapidly expanding segment of publishing. At the 
forefront of the trend, Baker & Taylor has all the 
latest and best books about computers—and a 
full line of publishers' software packages.
Ask for your FREE copy of our newly expanded 
1984 Computer Books and Software Catalog. 
Simply contact the Sales Department nearest you.

EASTERN . 50 Kirby Avenue, Somerville, NJ 08876, (201) 722-8000
MIDWESTERN. 501 S. Gladiolus Street. Momence. IL 60954, (815)472-2444
SOUTHERN , Mt. Olive Road. Commerce. GA 30599. (404) 335-5000
WESTERN . 380 Edison Way. Reno. NV 89564. (702) 786-6700

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN DEPEND ON |~ T/WI
a GRACE company



Personal Membership Application 
SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 987, Tucker, GA 30084
404/939-5080

You are cordially invited to renew your membership in, or to join, the Southeastern Library Association

Name________________________________ Z_______ Z______
First Name Initial

Mailing Address________________________________________ 
Street / Apartment I P.O. Box

Last Name

City State Zip Telephone: □ Home □ Business

Place of Employment--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------

Position I Title _____________________________________________________________ ___________

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★

Is your current mailing address a recent change of address? If YES, circle previous STATE of residence.

AL FL GA KY LA MS NC SC TN VA WV Other

Using the Information Page attached, fill in information listed below:

Type of Library with which you are associated_________________________________ _ ____________
I wish to have my name excluded from all but official Association mailings □

□ New Membership for 1985
□ Renewal Membership for 1985

Amount of Dues Enclosed $_____________________________________________________—------

Section Membership Affiliation: 1st Choice ____  2nd Choice ___
Include $2.00 each, if more than
Two Sections chosen, Max of FOUR. 3rd Choice ____  4th Choice ____ $ _______

Committee(s) Selections(s): 1st Choice ____  2nd Choice _____ 3rd Choice



Information Page
Indicate the type of Library with which you are associated on the Membership Application Form by letter 
as listed below: (Indicate only ONE.)

(A) College/University (C) Public (E) Special (G) Other
(B) Library Education (D) School (F) Retired

Dues Schedule
(Indicate amount of dues paid on Membership Application Form)

Personal Members
Commercial Representatives $10.00 (: )
Student, Trustees and Friends 4.00 <: )
No Salary to annual salary of $6,500 5.00 1: )
$6,501 to 7,500 6.00 1( )
$7,501 to 13,500 9.00 1[ )
$13,501 to 20,500 12.00 1[ )
$20,501 and up 15.00 1( )

Special Members
( ) Sustaining Membership $25.00 ( ) Contributing Membership $50.00 and up

(SELA Membership Dues are deductible for income tax purposes)

Your SELA membership includes affiliation in TWO (2) of the following Sections/Round Tables. Indicate your 
TWO preferences on Membership Application Form by letter as listed below:

(A) Library Education
(B) Public Libraries
(C) Reference & Adult Services
(D) Resources & Technical

Services

(E) School & Children's Libraries
(F) Special Libraries
(G) Trustees & Friends of Libraries
(H) University & College Libraries

(I) Library Instruction Round Table 
0) Junior Members Round Table 
(K) Government Documents

Round Table
(L) Online Search Librarians 

Round Table

If you wish to affiliate with more than TWO of the above, include $2.00 for each additional section affiliation. 
MAXIMUM OF FOUR (4) SECTION AFFILIATIONS.

Committee(s) on which you have an interest in serving. Limit your selection to THREE (3). Indicate choice 
on Membership Application Form by number as listed below: 

(2A) Outstanding SE Author Award
(2B) Outstanding SE Library Program 

Award
(2C) Rothrock Award

(3) Budget
(4) Committee on Committees
(5) Conference (Local Arrangements)
(6) Conference Site Selection
(7) Constitution and Bylaws

( 8) Continuing Education 
and Staff Development

(10) Handbook
(11) Headquarters Liaison
(12) Honorary Membership
(13) Intellectual Freedom
(14) Legislative/Interstate 

Cooperative

(15) Library Development
(17) Media Utilization
(18) Membership
(19) Nominating
(21) Public Relations
(22) Resolutions
(23) Southern Book 

Competition

Personal membership INCLUDES A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARIAN and all general 
mailings of the Association. (Complete volume of Journal not guaranteed if application is received after 
April 1.) Please make your check payable to SELA and mail with Membership Application Card to:

Southeastern Library Association, P.O. Box 987, Tucker, GA 30084



SELA PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT REDUCED PRICE
Anders, Mary Edna, Libraries and Library Service In The Southeast - A Report Of The 

Southeastern States Cooperative Library Survey, 1972 - 74. The University of Alabama 
Press, 1976. $5 (Originally, $10)

Ward, James E., Albright, Jane A., Phillips, Kathleen, Southeastern Bibliographic In­
struction Directory: Academic Libraries. Southeastern Library Association, 1978. $1.25 
(Originally, $10)

Tucker, Ellis Eugene, Ed., The Southeastern Library Association, Its History and Its
Honorary Members, 1920 - 1980. Southeastern Library Association, 1980. $1 (Originally, $5)

ORDER FORM-
No. of Copies
___  @ $5.00 ea. Libraries and Library Service in the Southeast
___  @ $1.25 ea. Southeastern Bibliographic Instruction Directory
___  @ $1.00 ea. SELA, Its History and Its Honorary Members
$TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED (Payment Must Accompany Order)

Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip
Checks should be made payable to:
Southeastern Library Association, P.O. Box 987, Tucker, Georgia 30084

If the right to express your ideas is important to you... 
then you can help fight suppression of free expression.

Freedom to Read Foundation
The battle is an important one. Today 
reports of attempts to censor books 
and information are at record highs. 
Any book, magazine, photograph 
or other material can be the target 
of woul^^? censors from the left, 
right or center.
Your membership in the Freedom 
to Read Foundation can make a 
difference in protecting the free flow 
of information and ideas—the basic 
principles of the First Amendment.
The Foundation is a 14-year-old 
organization of librarians, lawyers, 
educators, booksellers, authors, 
publishers and other concerned citi­
zens who have joined together to 
safeguard the tradition of-free expres­
sion in America. The Foundation 
provides legal and financial support 
to those at the frontline of censorship 
challenges.

Your membership in the
Freedom to Read Foundation will:
• help support librarians across the 

nation who are beleaguered by 
raids on our libraries

• expand the freedom to read by 
offering legal and financial help 
in cases involving authors, pub­
lishers and booksellers

• entitle you to the Freedom to Read 
Foundation News, a quarterly 
newsletter on censorship trends, 
current court cases, legislative 
developments, and reports 
of successes in bouts with censors.

Books and ideas aren't dangerous . . . 
but information restraints on a free 
people are. Protect the future of 
the First Amendment. Join the 
Freedom to Read Foundation.

Yes, I want to become active in the 
Freedom to Read Foundation 
My membership check for $ 
is enclosed. This tax-deductible 
contribution entitles me to vote for 
Foundation trustees and to receive 
the quarterly Freedom to Read 
Foundation News.
□ $ 10 student □ $ 100 sponsor
□ $25 regular □ $500 patron
□ $50 contributing □ $1000 benefactor

Name

Address

City State Zip

Please make checks payable to 
Freedom to Read Foundation and 
mail to Freedom to Read Foundation, 
50 E Huron St., Chicago. IL 60611.
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SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 987, Tucker, GA 30084 • Phone: 404-939-5080 

Founded 1920 — Incorporated 1950

President:
Rebecca T. Bingham
Jefferson County Public Schools
Durrett Education Center 
4409 Preston Highway 
Louisville, KT 40213
Vice-President
Charles E. Beard
Irvine Sullivan Ingram Library
West Georgia College
Carrollton, GA 30118

OFFICERS 1984-86
Secretary:
Virginia Benjamin
Science Library
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 30602
Treasurer:
George R. Stewart
Birmingham Public and Jefferson County
Free Library
2020 Park Place
Birmingham, AL 35203

Past President:
Barratt Wilkins
Division of Library Services; State Library 
of Florida; R.A. Gray Building
Tallahassee, FL 32304
Editor:
Linda Lucas
College of Library and Information
Science
University of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208

Alabama:
Luther Lee
P.O. Box 6184;
Montgomery, AL 36106
Florida:
Bernadette Storck 
302 E. Selma Avenue;
Tampa, FL 33603
Georgia:
Gayle McKinney
Pullen Library;
Georgia State University 
100 Decatur Street, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30303
Kentucky:
Ellen Hellard
Dept, for Library & Archives
P.O. Box 537

Library Education Section
Ann Prentice
University of Tennessee; Graduate School 
of Library and Information Science;
804 Volunteer Blvd.;
Knoxville, TN 37916
Public Libraries Section
Mary Louise Rheay
Cobb County Public Library System;
30 Atlanta Avenue;
Marietta, GA 30060
Reference and Adult Services Section -
Carl Stone
Anderson County Library; P.O. Box 4047;
Anderson, SC 29621

STATE REPRESENTATIVES TO EXECUTIVE BOARD
Louisiana:
Dolores Owen 
218 Antiqua Dr.;
LaFayette, LA 70503
Mississippi:
LePoint C. Smith 
Bolivar County Library 
104 South Leflore Avenue; 
Cleveland, MS 38732
North Carolina:
Rebecca S. Ballentine 
Institute of Government;
Knapp Bldg. 059A;
UNC/CH;
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Frankfort, KY 40602

SECTIONS AND CHAIRMEN 1982-84
Resources and Technical
Services Section
Lynne D. Lysiak
Appalachian State University
D. Belk Library;
Boone, NC 18608
School and Children's Librarians Section
Leonard Johnson
Greensboro City Schools;
109 Falkener Dr.;
Greensboro, NC 27420
Special Libraries Section
Ted Pfarrer
University of Central Florida;
Library-Reference Dept.;
Orlando, FL 32816

South Carolina:
Neal Martin
Rogers Library
Francis Marion College;
Florence, SC 29501
Tennessee:
Edith A. Craddock
Highland Rim Regional Library
Murfeesboro, TN 37130
Virginia:
Barbara Fox
James Madison University Library
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
West Virginia:
Barbara Bonfili 
746 Amherst Road; 
Morgantown, WV 26505

Trustees and Friends of the Library
Section
James R. Voyles
Suite 1008; Starks Building
Louisville, KY 40202
University and College Libraries Section
Tom Watson
University of the South;
Dupont Library;
Sewanee, TN 37375

Awards Committee: Cecil P. Beach, 
Broward County Division of Libraries, 
P.O. Box 5463; Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310 
Outstanding Southeastern Author Award 
Committee: Richard Reid, NcNeese 
University; 902 Pujo Street; Lake Charles, 
LA 70601
Outstanding Southeastern Library Pro­
gram Committee: Mary Louise Rheay, 
Cobb County Public Library; 30 Atlanta 
Street; Marietta, GA 30060
Budget Committee: Paul H. Spence, 
University of Alabama in Birmingham, 
Mervyn Sterne Library, University Station; 
Birmingham, AL 35294
Committee on Committees: Paul H. 
Spence, University of Alabama in Birm­
ingham; Sterne Library; University Station; 
Birmingham, AL 35294
Conference Committee (Local Ar­
rangements): Kay Miller, Univ, of So. 
Mississippi; Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
Conference Site Selection Committee: 
Lorraine Schaeffer, Asst. State Librarian; 
State Library of Florida; R. A. Gray 
Building; Tallahassee, FL 32301

COMMITTEES AND CHAIRMEN, 1982-84
Constitution and Bylaws Committee: 
John H. Landrum, South Carolina State 
Library; Columbia, SC 29211
Continuing Education and Staff Develop­
ment Committee: Sue O. Medina, 
Alabama Public Library Service; 6030 
Monticello Drive;
Montgomery, AL 36130
Handbook Committee: Gerda M.
Belknap, Richland County Public Library; 
1400 Sumter Street; Columbia, SC 29201
Headquarters Liaison Committee: David 
E. Estes, Special Collections; Woodruff 
Library; Emory Univ., Atlanta, GA 30322 
Honorary Membership Committee: J. B. 
Howell, Mississippi College Library; Box 
127; Clinton, MS 39056
Intellectual Freedom Committee: Shirley 
L. Aaron, School of Library Science;
Florida State Univ.; Tallahassee, FL 32303 
Legislative/Interstate Cooperation Com­
mittee: Joe B. Forsee, State Librarian; Divi­
sion of Public Libraries; Ga. Dept, of Ed.; 
156 Trinity Ave.; Atlanta, GA 30303

Library Development Committee: Rebecca T. 
Bingham, Director of Library Media Serv.; Jef­
ferson Cty. Pub. Schls.; Durrett Ed. Ctr.; 4409 
Preston Hwy.; Louisville, KY 40202 
Membership Committee: Helen D. Lockhart, 
Memphis/Shelby County Public Library and In­
formation Center; 1850 Peabody Ave.; Mem­
phis, TN 38104
Nominating Committee: Ronald S. Kozlowski, 
Louisville Free Public Library; Fourth & York 
Streets; Louisville, KY 40203
Public Relations Committee: Jean Cornn, 
Hapeville Branch, Atlanta Public Library; 523 
King Arnold Dr.; Hapeville, GA 30354 
Resolutions Committee: Ellen G. Hellard, 
Dept, for Library and Archives; Box 537; 
Frankfort, KY 40602
Southern Book Competition: Stewart Lillard, 
Queens College; Charlotte, NC 28274 
SELA Foundation Task Force: F. William 
Summers, University of S. C.; College of 
Library and Information Science;
Columbia, SC 29208
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State Library Association Officers — SELA Area
Alabama Library Association
President:
Neil Snider
P.O. Box 1, 
Livingston, AL 35470 
Vice-President/President-Elect:
Betty Ruth Goodwyn
Rt. 1, Box 405-U
Helena, AL 35080
Second Vice-President:
Alice Stephens
620 E. Egemont Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36111
Secretary:
Billy Pennington 
397 Camleo Lane 
Birmingham, AL 35226
Treasurer:
Phil Teague 
2116 7th Avenue No.
Birmingham, AL 35203
Florida Library Association
President:
Jean Rhein
Seminole County Public Library
County Services Building
101 East 1st St., Sanford, FL 32771
V ice-President/President-Elect
John McCrossan 
13507 Palmwood Lane 
Tampa, FL 33624
Secretary:
Sue Crum, Route 1, Box 16-C
Crawfordville, FL 32327
Treasurer:
Thomas L. Reitz, 
1333 Gunnison Avenue 
Orlando, FL 32804
Georgia Library Association
President:
Jane R. Morgan
Paul D. West Professional Library
Fulton County School System
3121 Norman Berry Drive
East Point, GA 30344
First Vice-President/President Elect:
Wanda J. Calhoun
Augusta Regional Library
902 Greene St., Augusta, GA 30902
Second Vice President:
Jan F. Rogers
Griffin-Spaulding County School System
Drawer N, Griffin, GA 30224
Secretary:
Virginia Boyd
Associate Librarian
Brunswick Junior College
Altama at Fourth
Brunswick, GA 31523

Treasurer:
Michael P. Dugan
Assistant Director
Albany-Dougherty Public Library 
2215 Barnsdale Way
Albany, GA 31707
Kentucky Library Association
President:
James A. Norsworthy, Jr.
3203 Goose Creek Road 
Louisville, KY 40222
V ice-President/President-Elect: 
Rebekah H. Heath
Jefferson Community College 
109 E. Broadway
Louisville, KY 40502
Secretary:
Mildred Franks
Ekstrom Library
University of Louisville
Louisville, KY 40292
Louisiana Library Association
President:
Anthony Benoit
Louisana State Library
P.O. Box 131
Baton Rouge, LA 70821
First Vice-President/President-Elect:
Mary Lee Sweat 
820 Delachaise St. 
New Orleans, LA 70115 
Second Vice-President: 
Susan Hamilton 
204 Stephanie Avenue 
Lafayette, LA 70503
Secretary:
Jeanette Reed
209 Thoroughbred Park Drive 
Thibodaux, LA 70301
Mississippi Library Association
President:
Anice C. Powell
Sunflower County Library 
201 Cypress Drive
Indianola, MS 38751
Vice-President:
Barbara Carroon 
5818 North Dale 
Jackson, MS 39211 
Past President:
Myra Jo Wilson 
1604 Bellavista Road 
Cleveland, MS 38732
Secretary:
Kendall Chapman 
807 South Jackson St. 
Brookhaven, MS 39601 
Treasurer:
Missy Lee 
Route 1 
Pinola. MS 39149
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Treasurer:
Rachel Smith
Mississippi College Library
P.O. Box 127, Clinton, MS 39056
North Carolina Library Association
President:
Leland M. Park
Davidson College Library
Davidson, NC 28036
1st Vice President/President-Elect
Pauline F. Myrick
Moore County Schools
P.O. Box 307, Carthage, NC 28327
2nd Vice-President
M. Jane Williams
Division of State Library
109 E. Jones Street
Raleigh, NC 27611
Secretary:
Roberta S. Williams
Transylvania County Library
105 S. Broad Street
Brevard, NC 28712
Treasurer:
Eunice P. Drum
Division of State Library
109 E. Jones Street
Raleigh, NC 27611
South Carolina Library Association
President:
Carl Stone
Anderson County Library
P.O. Box 4047
Anderson, SC 29622
Vice President/President-Elect:
Susan Roberts
University of South Carolina at Aiken
171 University Parkway
Aiken, SC 29801
Second Vice-President:
Thomas A. Raines
Charleston County Library
404 King Street, Charleston, SC 29403
Secretary:
Helen L. Callison
Irmo High School
P.O. Box 727, Irmo, SC 29063
Treasurer:
David Cohen
College of Charleston
Robert Scott Small Library
66 George St., Charleston, SC 29401

Tennessee Library Association
President:
Evelyn P. Fancher
Tennessee State University Library
Nashville, TN 37203

Vice President I President-Elect:
Mary Glenn Hearne
Public Library of Nashville/Davidson County 
8th and Union, Nashville, TN 37203
Past President:
Janet S. Fisher
East Tennessee State Univ. Medical School
Box 23290-A, Johnson City, TN 37614
Treasurer:
Janell Rudolph
Memphis State University Med. School
Memphis, TN 38152
Executive Secretary:
Betty Nance
Box 120085, Nashville, TN 37212

Virginia Library Association
President:
Tim Byrne
Cabell Library, VCU
901 Park Avenue
Richmond, VA 23284
V ice-President/President-Elect:
Lynne Dodge
Lynchburg Public Library
914 Main Street
Lynchburg, VA 24504
Secretary:
John Stewart
Virginia Beach Public Library
Operations Building, Room 310
Municipal Center
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

West Virginia Library Association
President:
Jeanne Moellendick
Parkersburg High School
2101 Dudley Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26101
First Vice-President/President-Elect:
Charles McMorran
Boone-Madison Library
375 Main Street
Madison, WV 25130
Second Vice President:
Jo Ellen Flagg
Kanawha County Public Library
123 Capitol Street
Charleston, WV 25301
Treasurer:
David Childers
W. Va. Library Commission
Science and Cultural Center
Charleston, WV 25305
Secretary:
Catherine Apel
Huntington High School 
8th Street & 9th Avenue
Huntington, WV 25701
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DATES TO REMEMBER

1984
OCTOBER 31 - NOVEMBER 4: American Association of School Librarians (ALA), third 
national conference, Atlanta
NOVEMBER 1-3: Virginia Library Association, annual conference, Norfolk.
NOVEMBER 2-4: Art Librarians of North America/Southeast Chapter, Charleston, SC.
NOVEMBER 3-6: Eastern Region "Let's Talk About It" workshop. The Greenbriar, White 
Sulphur Springs, WV.
NOVEMBER 15 - 16: Society of Georgia Archivists, Atlanta.
NOVEMBER 29 - 30: Earlham-Eckerd Library Use Instruction Workshop. Sponsors: Council on 
Library Resources and Eckerd College. Place: Eckerd College. Contact: Larry Hardesty, 
Director of Library Services, Eckerd College, St. Petersburg, FL. 33733; (813) 867-1166.
DECEMBER 1: Deadline for "Let's Talk About It" proposals for states participating in the third 
workshop.

1985
JANUARY 5 - 10: American Library Association, Midwinter meeting, Washington, DC.
MARCH 27- 29: Louisiana Library Association, Lafayette.
MARCH 29 - 30: Symposium on Subject Analysis. Place: North Carolina Central University. 
Sponsor: School of Library Science. Contact: Dr. D. McAllister-Harper, Assoc. Professor, 
School of Library Science; (919) 683-6485 or (919) 683-6415.
APRIL 8-11: Catholic Library Association, St. Louis, MO.
APRIL 14-20: National Library Week
APRIL 18 - 20: Tennessee Library Association, Nashville, (tentative)
MAY 5 - 10: Association for Educational Communication and Technology, Minneapolis, 
MN.
MAY 16 - 18: "Literary Accomplishments of Vera and Bill Cleaver," A Children's Literature 
Symposium. Sponsors: School of Library Science and Southern Historical Collection of the 
Wilson Library. Place: University of North Carolina, at Chapel Hill. Contact: Dr. Mell Busbin, 
Department of Library and Media Studies at Appalachian State University, Boone, NC, 28608; 
(704) 262-2243.
JUNE 8-13: Special Libraries Association, Winnepeg, Manitoba, Canada.
JULY 6-11: American Library Association, Chicago.
AUGUST 18 - 24: International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), 
general conference, Chicago.
OCTOBER 1-4: North Carolina Library Association, Raleigh.
OCTOBER 10 - 12: South Carolina Library Association, Charleston.
OCTOBER 24 - 27: Georgia Library Association, biennial conference, Augusta.

1986
APRIL 2 - 5: Public Library Association, second national conference, St. Louis, MO. Contact: 
PLA Office, 50 East Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611; (312) 944-6780.
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