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AUTHOR
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PAMPHLET, &c. &e. .

SIR’

WHE\I an enterprifing aa’veniurer in the trada
of politics, under the fhield of darknefs and fen
crecy, has bafely infulted the people and parliament
of Ireland, and has attempted to commit an aét of
deliberate treafon, &y difuniting for ever the realm
of Ireland fram the Britifb crown—a few hours
employed in endeavourmg to dete& his fallacies,
expofe his arrogance, and refute his conclufions,
will not be confidered as thrown away by thofe to
whom the interefts of the Britith empire, the fecu-
rity of Ireland, and the tranquillity of her people,
are objects of affetion. Under that fentiment, I
proceed to addrefs to the?nation fome obfervations
which have occurred to me from-the perufal of your

pamphlet,
B o In

l 14 South Carroll Street



In the firlt page of this extraordinary produétion,
you ftate the queftion as ¢ applying to all the fecl-
ings, prejudices, and paffions of the human mind,”
and exprefs your * only fear’ to be, ¢ that the
fubject will not be properly debated.”—How far you
have been able to handle the fubje& free from pre-
fudice, and in a way likely to appeafe the feelings and
paffions of thofe to whom your difcourfe is addrefled,
and 7o debate the fubject properly, it is my prefent in-
tention to enquire.

- Beforte that firft page is concluded, you give a
gentle hint to the People of Ireland, “ that the fub-
je& may come to be decided by force,”” and con-
cifely add a war‘ning of the ¢ mifchief”’ which we
may incur, in cafe it fhall be found neceffary to re-
fort to that mode of debating the guefttan ; promifing
-at the fame time, that ¢ to determine it on its own
merits cannot fail to be ufeful.”—What are then

. thc merits of the queftion as ftated by you ?

You propofe (2) ¢ to view the queftion in the
abftra&t,” and you begin by affuming, ¢ that
two independent flates, finding their feparate exift-
ence mutually inconvenient, propofe to form them-
felves into one ftate, for their mutual benefit.?’—1Is
there in this affertion any thing to be found in the
moft remote degree applicable to Ireland ? WA hen
did Treland jfeel her feparate exifience inconveniont?
“And when did the prope/e to form, 8¢, €°¢c, 2 TFhere

(a) Page 2
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never has been any given topic of a political nature
fo abhorrent from the feelings and opinions of the
people and parliament of Ireland, as a Union with
England. It has often been mentioned as a project
defirable to England, or rather to the minifter of
England ; but there never was found in the Irith
parliament, or the whole Irith nation, a man who
could be brought to fay, that he believed a Union
would be beneficial to Ireland. Nay, when Ireland
bad a great and valuable object to gain from Eng- -
land—no lefs than a free conftitution, and an unfback-
led commerce—no Irifhman ever conceived that
thofe benefits, great as they were, ought to be pur-
“chafed at [o high, [o extravagani a price. And even
now, when it has become, I truft without founda-
tion, the boaft of the Englifh minifter, or his par-
tizans, that he has fecured the concurrence of our
two houfes of parliament, it appears he has only
been able to debauch them in their parliamentary
capacity, for he cannot find a fingle Irifhman, that
will give him more than his vote. - When he wants
an advocate to come forward in print, he is obliged
to have recourfe to an Englifhman.

As an encouragement to Ireland to unite w;th
England, and to fubjett herfelf to the controul
of the Britith nation, you call our attention to the
“ (b) cruel oppre/fion exercifed by the Spanifh govern-
ment over the provinces of Holland,” and indeed
you might have carried the example to every in-

(6) Page 3.
B2 ftance
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flance where a weaker nation Was fubject to the power
of a_firanger ; you might have fwelled your pam.
phlet with inftances of the tyranny of Rome over her
provinces—of that very Spain over Portugal—of
Genoa over Corfica—of England over her colonies,
and even over Ireland, while fhe had the power to
inflict it. But, forthe happinefs of the world, the
Roman Empire has for ages been diffolved—the pro.
vinces of Lower Germany foon threw off the yoke
of Spain—Portugal has become independent of its
proud and domineering neighbour—America is free
—and Ireland is no longer a flave.—Caorfica, it is true,
enjoys but the melancholy fatisfadtion of beholding
her contemptible defpot bound with her in one
common chain. . LR :

Do you ferioufly expeét that the bold and defpe-
rate atchievement which led to the fubverfion of the
Sabines, and (¢)  laid the foundation of Roman
greatnefs,” or the fuccefsful ambition of <¢ that
prince, who added to his hereditary Canton the
territories of thofe Toparhs, whom his policy could
_cii*cumruen;‘, or his arms [ubdue,” can furnifh argu-
ments to Ireland to forego her pride, her indepen-
dence, and her national interefts ?—Is the courage
of Rome, and the enterprize of Edgar, to teach mean-
nefs and fervile apathy to Iréland? or do you wifh
to remind us of the miferable, plundered, and abject
fituation of the Sabines,  when they found they
could no longer maintain themfelves again? 1he Ro-

(c) Zbidem.

»
mans,
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mans?*® and do you dare thus to imply, that e bave
no alternative but veluntary fubmiffion, or rapacious con-
que/t 2—1I trult you are doubly miftaken, and that if
the latter be attempted, we fball be able jfor ever to
maintain ourfelves—But furely fo bafe an attempt is
not in contemplartion. -

How profound is your conclufion, that the ex-
tinCtion of the Sabines, {a name extant in hiftory,
only as neceflary to record the triumph of Rome)
and the reduétion of all England by the king of the
Eaft Angles can ("d) “ form a complete anfwer to
all topics of national dignity and national pride” !}
—Be not folicitous, oh, Ireland, for your national
dignity or your national pride—{ubmit them to the
will of the Englith Minifter—take the advice of
the agent for England; the Princes of the Hep-
tarchy were reduced to the rank of galley flaves, and
exchanged the fceptre for the oar ; the' Sabines
(whole numbers perhaps would have peopled a
fingle ftreet of your metropolis) three thoufand
yeats ago, fubmitted 1o the Romans, from whom they
had received the deepe{’c injury that man can offer
man, after they could no longer maintain them nfelves
againft thofe violators of every law, divine and
human.—Of thofe prudqnt homagers nothing re-
mains but the memory of their difgrace and their
defeat, while the little infant rapine of the con--
querors is overlooked in the ftupendous contempla-
tion of their more mature and wide-fpread domi-
nation.

Lbidem.
You

@ ErRARY SUPPLIES
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You hint ("e) ¢ that you might - extend  your
‘reafoning, as you call it, to Wales and Scotland.”
Perhaps you wifh to remind us of the fortunate pre.
sext that introduced an Englith army into Wales,
and the honourable ufe that was made of it—But]
defpife the impotent and infidious threat, and. [ rely
upon the humanity and integrity of our Virtuous
Sovereign.—Of the. Union with Scotlancd, 1 fhall

fpeak hereafter.

After comparing your project to a (/f) ¢ partner-
fhip in trade,”’ and affe€ting to fuppofe that in that
partnerfhip Ireland may have a chance of a fair
¢ proportion, &c. &c.” you proceed to apply your
abftra& argument to the cafe before you. And here
T am led to afk this queltion in limine—Is Ireland
not only to be fubject to the nod and fiat of Eng.
land, as a nation, but has every individual Englifh-
man, let his general pretenfions be never fo humble,
a right merely as an Englithman, to infult, vilify,
and calumniate our People # You have my free
confent to extol ('g) ¢ your civilization, your
agriculture, your commerce, your manu fattures,
your morals, your manners, your eftablifhments,
and your conftitution,” as much as the low fyftem
of prejudice and national prefumption, which you
have adopted, may require ; but in courting Ireland
to a clofer conneftion with England, (if, indeed,
you mean to court, and not to dragaen) do you hope
‘to conciliate us, by telling us that we are a /a%e‘,

P ) o b Dilns3
() Page 4. (f) Page 5. (g) Pagﬁ Siaps




;
immoral, irrational, ill-mannered race, with almoft
every other degrading and contemptuous infinua-
tion—I well know, fuch are the fentiments which the
low and wulgar of your country entertain of the
people of Ireland, but in a Jong intercourfe with
that country, I declare I never had the misfortune
of meeting a fingle gentleman fo weak and illiberal
as to avow thofe prejudices ; but I will fpeak to the
fat—I will admit that the cruel and rapacious
tyranny of the Englifh parliament, while it exercifed
over Ireland -a defpotifmi as fatal as that to which
you would again enthrall us, did, by felfith and
unjult reftraints, impede our commerce, and cripple
the manufattures of this country ; and did beguile us
with a Counterfeit refembling the Britifh Conftitution;
—by which the progrefs of civilization, agriculture,
eftablifiments, were interrupted amongft us, and
our morals and manners in a confiderable degree
affetted, as our national profperity was deprefled and .
humbled ; but, thank Heaven, the piture is now
reverfed, and you yourlelf, in the progrefs of your
work, confefs enough to prove that this boafted
fuperiority of England in thofe particulars, is in a
great meafure but the phantom of national arro-
gance.—With the (4) “ beft agriculture’ in the
world, you ftate, (7)  that England *does not
produce corn fufficient for her own confumption,”
and with (*4) "¢ an agriculture by no means per-
fe®’’ you admit ¢ that Ireland can afford a fupply
of that article to Great Britain,”” and think that

- (A) Page 7. (i) Page 38. (#) Page 7.
t!‘adc
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trade of fuch magnitude and benefit to Ireland, thy
«_to fecure the preference in the Britifh market”
is one of the douceurs you offer as the price of 3
Union. Exalted as England is, and humble as you
reprefent . Ireland in commerce, you  confefs
(4 ¢ Cork to be already the emporium of provifion
for the Britith navy,” you extol almoft beyond the
_ limits of belief the (m) ¢ export of linens from
the North of Ireland”’—again you admit in a gene.
ral way, (n)  that the commerce of Ireland has
encreafed ;7 nay, you go the length of faying,
(o) “ thatin the laft twenty years no countryin the
world ever made fuch rapid advances as Ireland has
done, in population, in agriculture, in manufac-
tures, in wealth, and profperity.”—True, indeed,
you couple to- thefe admiffions, fo contradictory of
your general argument, a boaltful difplay of the
bounty of England, in having fuffered us to acquire
and enjoy fuch advantages, and you kindly fuggeft
the rifk we run of being robbed of them ("p) by
the power of England, by the bravery and good
order of the Britith army, and by her naval great-
nefs.”” In fhort, the degrading [entiments you profels
to feel towards Ireland, and the complete fubjyeclion to
~‘which England may reduce her in cafe of non-com-
‘pliance, feems throughout to be the whole founda-
tion of your argument.—Is not the following the
‘true fubftance of your addrefs ?~—Mean, beggarly,
vicious, and contemptible nation, come forward to
this treaty with your elevated, wealthy, auguft, and

(/)Page 41. (m) Page 42. (n) Page 51. (o) Page 52. (») Pafim
powerful
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powerful neighbour. Rely upon'it, ‘you fhall enjoy
equal advantage in the arrangement of the terms, for
Jbe knows your worthleffaefs and her own merit 3 and
feels for you precifely as I, an Englifhman, have pro-
fefled to do; and this fentiment coupled with the
great power of Engiand, ber brave and orderly Jol-
diery, and ber naval greatnefs, which'are now able to
rob you of all your prefent advantages, will infure
you not only fajr and equal terms in the treaty, bura
liberal and honorable confiruction of it at all future
times. In fa&, you are fo much in the power of
Great Britain already, that you ought more effec-
tually to feal your dependence and degradation ; and
you may fafely rely on the proportion of firength
which 1'propofe to you (g), (* the proportion of
one to five”) as a complete prote@ion in all cafes
where new or unforefeen. difcordances of intereft
may arile, or where difputed applications of the
principles of confederation may oceur. :

(r) The example of that rapacity with which
France has aggrandized her power, is made another .
argument in favour of an Union. ' If France by her
tyrannical ufurpation of the territory. of ¢ Geneva,
of Savoy, of Flanders, of the German ftates, &c.
&c.” while fhe has debafed, enflaved, and cruelly
opprefled thofe nations, bas added to her own happi-
n¢fs and ber vwn power ; go in the name of rapine,
and preach up to ather prwerful countries that may be
ready to facrifice their moral to their political feel-

(g) Page 46. (r) kPagc 8.

G ings,
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ings, go preach to them the example of _France.
If England is willing, either by fraud or V{olcnce,
to poflefs, in effed, the fruits of that fuperiority over
Ireland, the theory of which you contemplate with
fo much complacency and pride, let the example
of France become her inducement ; and, if it can
let it form her juftification ; but while Spain and
Holland and Lombardy are degraded, while Swit.
zerland bleeds, and while the nations of the Rhine
- lie bound beneath the fword of France, do not hope
to excite in us a defire fo rank in the fame line and
predicament with thofe, miferable nations.

Whether it be with a view farther to reconcile
Ireland to her prefent fecondary fituation, or to in.
duce her to change that fecondary ftate to one of ac-
tual and complete fubjeclion, your argument to prove
the inewitable inconvenience of ewen the prefent con-
nection, appears to my humble capacity the moft ab-
furd that ever iflued from the pen of a maniac ; and,
at the prefent moment, the molt dangerous and in.
flammatory (s). - “ The kingdom where the mo-
narch does not refide, you fay, not having the origi-
nation of all councils and meafures, and having
much of its rents carried away by abfentees, would
be in a perpetual ftate of jealoufy and difcontent.”
"Thus you fay to Ireland,—inafmuch as you are diffa-
tisfied at the ablence of one branch of your legifla-
ture, -the only remedy I can fuggeft, is to fend away
the other 7wo.  As you regret that you have not the

(s) Page 10
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originating of a// meafures and councils, you will
of courfe be fully reconciled to that. inconvenience,
by enjoying the origination of none. And whereas
you are already impoverifhed by the rents of the
kingdom being carried away by abfentees, the me-
thod to correét the evil, and to diming/h the amount
of the rents fo carried away, is to increafe the num-
bers of thofe very abfentees.—Are the Irith a nation

of idiots!!

You fuppofe the people to whom you addrefs
yourlelf, no doubt, to be as ignorant of ordinary
hiltorical faéts, as deficient in every moral and intel-
le@ual faculty ; for you affert (#), ¢ that the Scotch
having become entitled to the privileges of Britith
fubje@s, have enjoyed internal tranquillity, &c.” Is  «
this intended as a barefaced mifreprefentation, or
are we ferioufly to underftand that #wo rebellions fet
on foot by the firft men in Scotland, who had for
their object the overthrow of the Britifh conflitution,
the difunion of the legiflatures, the dethronement of the
King, and the fub/litution of a Pretender, (and which
attually went well nigh to accomplith their obje&ts)
are not of equal importance, as national events,
with the late convulfion of two months continuance in
this country, in which, with very few exceptionsin.
deed, none but the loweft and myft ignorant of the mob
were engaged, and which was completely fupprefed by
the loyal yeomanry of Ireland, before the arrival of

the Englith reinforcements ?

(¢) Page vr.
C 2 You
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You affirm, ¢ that Ireland ftands in the fame fity.
ation that Scotland did previous to the Union,
qualifying however the affertion with one exception
but unluckily this one exception appears, from your
own fhewing, to comprehend the whole of the cafe.
You ftate, ¢¢ that the alternative of a Union or a fe.
paration between Scotland and England became in.
evitable, becaufe the Stots parliament was taking mea.
fures to feparate the two crowns.”” ¢ Ireland, you
fay, is in the fame jfituation as Scotland was in, ex-
cept that 2ke only fa&t which rendered a Union with
Scotland neceflary, namely, 1he danger of the two
crowns being feparated, does not exift as to Ireland,”
becaufe, as you fully and truly ftate i, ¢ the crown
of Ireland is by the exprefs ftatutes perpetually an-
nexed 1o and dependant upon the crown of England,
fo that whoever is King of England isin right of that
title, and ipfo falto, King of Ireland.” —What a
clofe and critical analogy! ! !

How folicitous do you appear for the tranquillity of
Ireland, but how effeftually (on your own princi-
ples) do you fow the feeds of eternal difcord!
(#)** With aparliament in its inftitution independent,”
you reprefent (on what you have ("w_) before
ftated to be, inevitable grounds of difcontent) many
great jealoufies to exift in the minds of the Irith na-
tion ; and that the imputed fubfervience of the le-
giflature of Ireland to the councils of Great Britain,
will have in future (as you fay it has already had)

(z) Page 12. (w) Page 10.

a prc-
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a prejudicial influence on the public mind, leading
the people to diftruft and to difparage their legifla-
ture.” So that becaule a legiflature, in its infitution
independent, cannot avoid fometimes occafioning (no
matter whether from real or imputed fubfervience to
Britain) diffatisfadtion to the people, you fuppole
that very people, fo jealous of Britifh influence over
an independent parliament, will be perfeétly fatisfied,
when the will of Great Britain {hall become avow-
edly and inevitably (as according to your proportion
of five Britith to one Irilh member, it neceflarily
mult be) the /aw of Ireland. 1 {peak not here of the
danger there may be that fome of the fve Britith
members, not fatisfied with out-voting the one Irith
member, may follow your liberal example, and ac-
company his vote with calumny and infult, becaufle
that is only matter of private and individual con-
cern.

But truly you have difcovered a notable expedi-
ent for rendering the cabals of (&) ¢ Britith oppofi-
tioninoperative inlreland,”—by making that very op-
pofition a part of thelegiflative of Ireland! as if this
nation is to become wholly infenfible to the parties -
and fa&tions of Great Britain, the moment fhe be-
comes a part of that kingdom ; and to lofe her fen-
fibilities towards Britifh concerns, merely by becom-
ing more clofely and infeparably conneéted with Bri-
tain! and you hope to remove from the oppofition
in the Britifh parliament all pretext for interfering in

(x) Page 15s.
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the affairs and party cabals of Ireland, by fubje &ing Iy,
land to that very parliament!!! Admirable re,.

foner!!

You attempt to argue from (‘y) ¢ the over.
‘throw of Poland,” from ¢ the fubjugation of the
feven United Provinces,” and ¢¢ the prefent fecy.
rity of America ;”’—But the weaknels of Poland,
which left it a prey to the rapacity of its neigh-
bours, proceeds from caules not known in Ireland.
Tou ftate it to originate in this, ¢ that in Poland
every [enator was a fovereign.”” Why do you fo
uniformly build on inapplicable examples? Let us
1ee whether the United Netherlands and A merica
turnith more diret analogies.—In neither of thofe

- countries, was one fmall and inferior nation called
upon to fubmit her concerns to the management
of another—{uperior and powerful ;—and to truft
to a /maller number of reprefentatives for a fair,
juft, and impartial difpenfation of fovereign and le-
giflative proteftion: FEach was an aflociation of
equal and independent fovereignties, agreeing toalt
in all joint concerns by their joint will, but retain.
ing all matters of internal and feparate intereft,
every one under its own individual controul. It was
from no apparent nor even alledged imperfeczions in
the form and principles of their conneftion, that Hol-
land and her co-eftates fuffered by the fuccefsful in
vafion of France, with which a difpofition to revolt
and to try new fortunes, ftrongly co operated ; —and
certainly the Union of the American States is as

{y) Page 16.
widely
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widely different from the Union propofed to Ireland,
as any two political arrangements that were ever
found to fubfit in the world. The principal dif-
ference as applicable to the prefent queftion is, that
in the Congrefs of America, each flate bas its fingle
wote, let its number of reprefentatives be what it
may, and ns one jizte (as would be the cafe in'the
inftance under dilcuflion) can by a plurality of wvoices
bear down the interefts of one another, or of all the
re/t.  In all cafes where they are bound by a majo-
rity, it is by a majority of ftates, and fuch cales
only relate to concerns pure]y of an imperial or ex-
ternal nature, the Union in no inftance interfering
in the internal and [eparate wconomy of any individual

JState,

That for imperial and external purpoles, there
ought to be a ftri& and infeparable Union between
thele two iflands, every friend to both will readily
admit, but zhat Union already exifts in the unity and
identity of the crown ; the only imperial and external
organ known to our confitution.

At length you affed (z) * to examine the argu.
ments which refult from the particular fituation of
Ireland,” and firft, “ as to the {tate of its proper-
ty.”—On this topic I confels you are tolerably
fuccefsful ;—you advife the Proteftant proprietors
defcended from Britith families, to look for further
fecurity for their pofleflions in a Union ; and, in
order to make further fecurity necgffary, you take

(=) Page 19. :
carc
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care to remind the native Catholics Jow //Jf)’ were
Sormerly difpofféjled, and to difclofe all the YC".II and
imaginary defelts of title in the prcfcm_ pdhﬂors.
You then undertake to confider the fituation of [ye.
land (a) ¢ as to_religion ;> and here indc-cd, Iam
utterly at a lofs in attempting ro keep pace with or ],
jOW you through the maze of defultory and chaotic
matter; which you have heaped together on this fu}.
je€t—Whether you mean to reprefent that a Unjop
would fecure to the Eftablifhed Religion that mopo.
poly and predominance which it now enjoys, or to
fuggelt that the Catholic church might realonably
build thereon a profpeé of emerging from irs pre-
fent ftate of depreflion ; whether you intend to
threaten the Proteflant faith with overthrow in cafe
of rejection; or to hold out hopes of eftablifhment
to the Catholics as the reward of compliance ; orin
thort, whether knowing the religious divifions of
Ireland, to be a fubje& not be over-looked, but
which yet could afford nq argument in fupport of
your conclufion, you thought the fafet mode was
to fay as much as you could upon the topic, taking
care that rhat much {hould be but /irtle under/flcod—
I confefs I am at a lofs to determine.—In one point
however, you are fufficiently and dreadfully explicit
—you plainly tell the Catholics (&) * that the Pro-
teftants ftate that while they (the Catholics) were
reftrained, the kingcz’om continued in tranquillity for a
ecntury, but that as foon as national confidence in-
duced a repeal of thofe reltritions, the Caholics

5 (a) Page 20. (2) Page 21,
demanded
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demanded fuch a change in the Conftitution, as
would transfer to them all the power of the State.

Now, Sir, as the benefit you promife Ireland from
a Union is #ranquillity, and as your general argu-
ment in its favour is, that in the prefent ftate of the
country, the difcontents and jealoufies between oppofite-
fe&s are inveterate and incurable, it is not extraor-
dinary to find an Englifhman who avows fo much
contempt and abhorrence for Ireland, and {uch en-
thufiaftic love and admiration for England, endea~
vouring fo encreafe and foment thofe jealoufies, which
ke conceives will lead to the benefit of his favourite
country, at the expence of the other.—But I will endea-
vour to extinguifh this firebrand which you have
thrown upon the public mind ; I will affert, that the
Protefants of Ireland never made fo faife and fo unge-
nerous a charge againft the Catholics.—That projeéts
to change the Conftitution were formed I doadmit,
but it is notorious, and none but a determined i incen=
diary can deny it, that the Catholics, as bady, had
no concern in originating thefe plans——Indxwduals
of that as well as other religions were, no doubt,
included in the number of the confpirators ; but
the - confpiracy was founded on the example of
France, where all religions were alike obje@ts of
contempt and derifion ; and, in fa&, the Catholic
members of the revolutionary party ("c) would as
Joon confent to the Eftablifhment of the Mahometan as
¢/ the Popifh Religion. *

(¢) See Dr. M*Neyin’s Evidence,
- ) : The

' iBRARY SUPPLIES
114 South Carroll Street
[ Madison, Wisconsin

A




=

18

The French principle of overthrowing all dif.
tintions to gratify plebeian envy, and excite the ra.
pacity of the mob, by the fpoil and degradaﬂPn of
the gentry ; of levelling the throne, and annibhilat.
ing all judicial and executive power, that property
and order might be no longer proteéted, nor out-
rage reftrained, was the grand cementing principle
of the confpiracy in Ireland. - Some leaders, no
doubt, looked to their own individual aggrandife-
ment, andprepofteroufly hoped that a new and ufurp-
"ed authority would be able to retain in fubjection
that mob, whom they had fo feduloufly inftruéted to
believe that authority, law, reftraint, and fubordi.
nation, were the worft of injuries; and that rank,
office, wealth, and power, were crimes only to be
expiated by affaffination. It is equally true, that,
under the banners of this confpiracy, multitudes of
Catholics were enrolled, but they came not as Ca-
tholics, but as forming the great mafs of the lower
orders of the people, whom the leaders affected to
make the firlt obje@ts of their benevolence and
care. :

Among the multitudes of this defcription, fome,
no doubt, there were, who, uniting the extremes
of moral depravity and religious bigotry, appeared
to perpetrate all the crimes that attended the pro-
gréfs o’f thve rebellion, with a ftrange defire of ex-
~ alting their Church, and propagating their Faith--
But is the cale of thofe comparatively few individuals,
to be extended to, and comprehend the whok
body of the Catholics of Ireland ? And becaufe, while
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the kingdom ' was fwarming’ with direCtories, with
fe&ions, with committees of Catholic, Prefbyterian,
and Proteftant traitors, a few profligate Priefts,’
(many of them too, degraded by their Church)
contrived in a nook of the kingdom, to kindle the
flame of religious fury, are you for this reafon 7o'
include in one §eneral calumny, the whole Catholic body 2
Or are you, without Jotndation, to impite to the Pro-
teltants of Ireland, the - fibrication of the flander ?’
Their'Proteftant  brethren’ and fellow-citizens will
never forget the perfeveting loyalty of the Catholics'
of Munfter, nearly unftained by a fingle exception 3
nor the peaceful demeanor of Connaught, (almoft’
univerfally Catholic) where, though a foreign ftan-
dard was difplayed, affecting to efpoufe their caufe,
a very infignificant number ' volintarily joined the'
invaders. ' ks

You feen to look fofwatd with fdmétfu‘rig n’x’o’ref
than common malignity to the profpe@s of futue
Catholic Emancipation, and you endeavour to lay
the grounds of unceafing di(;ord;-'propﬁonall}v, in
cafe of that event. You take care to inform the
Catholics, that their total emancipation ought not to’
be their u/timatum, for that a neceffary confequencé of
that emancipation would be' ("d) “ that the 'Pfg-
teftant’ Church Eftablifment would become a public'
wrong”—and you farther moft dangeroufly and in.
fidioufly affirm, that they would bave an indifput-
able right “ to have the frame of the Houfe of
Compmons reformed, and altered in their favor ! 11
(d) Page 25! :

D2 Good
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Good God! how long will you fuffer this ill.fateq
Jand to be the fport and vi€tim of wickednefs apng

folly !

You propofe (¢) ¢ to confider what would be the
natural effeés of a favorable legiflative Union.”

1ft. You fay ¢ the empire would hawve but one
legiflative—one organ of the public will, &c. &c.”
granted,—but that will would be the will of Great
Britain enforced; and, in every pofible inflance, fecured
by the proportion of FIVE Britith to one Irith mem-
ber. '

~2d. “Treland would be in a natural fituation” —
1.dare fay fhe would ; but 1 admit I do not under-
ftand you, unlefs you mean to tell the Catholics that
the Proteftant religion is perfe&ly natural to a united
kingdom, but unnataral to one that is Jeparate; and
by that means to reconcile them to a Union, in
hopes thereby to naturalize the Proteltant church.

3d. ¢ The Catholics would lofe the advantage
of the argument of numbers, &c. &c.””  The whole
of your work proves this to be a grofs fallacy. You
firft tell the Proteftants that they have no right to
the church eftablifbment, being inferior in number
to the Catholics ; and yet you fay they may acquire
a complete right by their own'ad, an act which they
are at lealt as little competent to, as they are t0 dif-

(¢) Page 26.
pofe



2%

pofe of the church eftablithment, namely—to difpofe
of the whole kingdom. :

- 4th. You ftate, ¢ that in the prefent fituation
of the two countries, Great Britain has no intereft
in {upporting one fe& in Ireland more than ano-
ther 3 and (7f) “ that you do not know by what
tie fhe is debarred from affifting the Catholies.”” In-
deed, Sir, I know of no fuch tie neither ; for, as yet,
thank God, Great Britain has no more duties to per~
Sform in Ireland than the people of Jerfey ; but if
'Great Britain were to take up the whim of propaga-
ting the Popifb religion in Ireland, 1 prefume his Ma-
jefty is not fo unmindful of the duties he owes to
his Proteftant fubjefts here, or of the-obligations
of bis coronation oath, as not to interfere, and pus
a Jlop to the croifade.

You mention an objettion that has been ftated to
your projet, namely, ¢ that it would increafe ab-
fentee proprictors ; and that as moft abfentees are
Proteftants, Proteftant influence would decreale.””

Before 1 obferve upon the notice which you have
thought proper to take of this objetion, give me
leave to congratulate you on the practical proficiency
you have made in the modern philofophy; where a
fubje& of mixed concern, partly religious, and

(/) Page 27.
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pattly political, comes before you, no French refor:
mer ever fhewed a more liberal contempt for every
thing affeQing religion.  Of this I have fhew.n one
inftance already ; another occurs here s—without
thinking that part of the objecion, that applies to
religion, at all intitled to ‘an anfwer, you proceed
to that alone which has a political objet ; and here
you do not attempt to difpute the fa&, but barely
content yourfelf with faying, ¢ that it does not ap-
pear that the abfentees from Scotland increafed after
the Union.” However, notwithltanding this noto-
rious mifreprefentation, you are on the whole mo-
deft enough on this fubjet, for even in a political
view you feem inclined to give up the queftion;
and indeed in many places you admit in termis (g)
¢¢ that abfentee proprietors would increafe.”” But
then you obferve, that the folid advantages of a
Union (and how well you have been able to point
out thofe advantages, I leave every reader to deter-
mine) would compenfate for the increafe of abfen-
tees. If the e¢vils of a Union are certain and inevita:
ble; and the good no farther probable than you have
been able to reprefent it, 1 trult we fhall have the cou-
rage and the prudence to endure whatever may be
inconvenient in our prefent fituation, for fome time
longer, and endeavour to apply lenient and gradual
remedies, inftead of running to every quack that of-
fe’r:s bis nofdrum; and that we fhall never ftoop to the
miferable refource of cowards, woluntary fuicide, and

_ Jelf-deftruction.

(¢) Page 15.
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You proceed to fhew (4) “ that a Union may
be fo fhaped as to be favourable to the Proteftants,
without bemg unfavourable to the /Catholics ;’ .-—as
thus—

Firft. ¢ Free toleration will 'be fecured to their
religion (meaning the religion of the Catholics)
their power of electing reprefentatives will be per-
petuated, &c. &c.” Have you no argument to
convince one defeription of the. people of Ireland,
that muft not excite their animofities or fufpicion
agang/f Jome other 2 But I truft the Catholics will -
give no credit to the infinvation here fo broadly
implied, that the toleration and eleive power and
civil capacities they now enjoy, are not already ¢ffecs
tually and zrrewazbly enfured to z‘bem.

Secondly. You tell us ¢ that it may be necef-
fary to conneé with a Union-a proper fupport for
their clergy, and fome regulation for their church,
&c. &c.”  Why do you not offer fome reafon to
fhew that a provifion for the Catholic clergy will
be more neceflary after a Union, than it is at pre-
fent 2 1 fufpeét you mean nothing more nor lefs than
to promife the Catholics a bribe—and I affure all
thofe that feel inclined to believe you, that you have
no 1dea of keeping your word with them.

Thirdly. ¢ Proteftant and Catholic intereft in
county eletions, and parith jealoufies. will ceafe, &c.

(%) Page 29,
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