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The ARGUME N T.

The Death of the Suitors:

Ulyfles begins the Slaughter- of the Suitors- by the death of Antinous:
" He declayes himfelf; and' lets fy his arrows at the veff. Tele-
machus affifls, and brings arms for his father; himfelf, Eumaus,
and Philetius, Melanthjus does zhe [fame for the Whooers. Mi—
nerva encourages Ulyfles- in the fhape of Mentor. The Suitors
are all flain, only Medon and Phemius are Jpard. Melan-
thius and the unfaithful Jervants are executed.  The.reft ackmow-
ledge their Mafler with all demonfivations. of joy.
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W threfhold ﬁrode, |

{ Stript of his rags, he blaz’d out
. like a God.. .
| Full in their face the lifted bow
%" i /he bore;: | |
And quiver’d deaths, a formidable ftore;
Before his feet the ratling thow’r he threw, 5
And thus terrific, to the Suitor crew.
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One vent'rous game this hand has won to-daya
Another, Princes! yet remains to play,
Another mark our arrow muft attain.
=0 Pheebus aflift! nor be the labour vain. S
Swift as the word the parting arrow {ings,
And bears thy fate, Autinous, on. its wings:
Wretch that he was, of unprophetic foul!
High in his hands he rear’d the golden bowl;
*sEv'n then to drain it lengthen’d out his breath;
Chang’d to the deep, the bitter draught of death:
For Fate who fear’d amidft a feaftful band?
And Fate to numbers by a fingle hand.
Full thro’ his throat Ulyffes’ weapon paft, |
20 And pierc’d the neck. He falls, and breathes his laft.
The tumbling goblet the wide floor o’erflows,

| A fiream of gore burft {pouting from his nofe 3
g Grim in convulfive agonies he {prawls:
Before him {purn’d, the loaded table falls,
25 And {preads the pavement with a mingled flood
Of floating meats, and wine, and humaa blood.

4 Amaz’d,
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Amaz’d, confounded,as they faw him fall
Uprofe the throngs tumultuous round the hall;
O’er all the dome they caft a haggard cye,
Each look’d for arms in vain ; no arms were nigh:ss
Aim’ft thou at Princes? (all amaz'd they faid) = |
Thy laft of games unbappy haft thou play’d;
Thy erring fhaft has made our braveft bleed,
And death, unlucky guefl, attends thy deed.
Vulturs {hall tear thee-— Thusincens’'d they fpoke, 55
While each to Chance aferib’d the wond'rousftroke,
Blind as they were; for death ev’n now invades
His deftin’d preys and wraps them all in thades.
Then grimly frowning with a dreadful look,
That witherd all their hearts, Ulyffes {fpoke.” @ 4

Dogs, ye have had your day; ye feard: no more
UlyfJes vengetul from: the Zrojan thore; A4
While to your luft and fpoil a guardlefs prey,
Qur houle, our wealth, our helplefs handmaids lay :
Not fo content; with bolder frenzy fird, 45
Ev’n to our bed prefumptuous you afpir'd:

Laws
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Laws or divine or human #ail’d to move,
Or fhame of men, or dread of Gods above;
Heedlefs alike of infdmy or praife,

0r Fame’s eternal voice in future days:

The hour of vengeance, wretches, now is come,
Impending Fate is yours, and inftant doom.

Thus dreadful he. Confus'd the Suitors ftoods
From their pale checks recedes the flying blood 3
55 Trembling 'they fought their guilty heads to hide,

Alone the bold Eurymachus reply’d.

If; as thy words import, (he thus began)

Ulffes lives; and thou the mighty man, ,
“ Greatarethy wrongs; and much hat thou fuftain’d
| soln thy {poil'd Palace, and exhaufted land;

The caufe and author of thofe guilty deeds,

G | Lo! at thy feet unjuft Antinous bleeds.

Not love, but wild ambition was his guide,
| - To flay thy fon, thy kingdoms to divide, l>
| 6s Thefe were his aims, but jufter Jove deny’d. - J

| Since
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Since cold in death th’offender lies; oh fpare
Thy fuppliaﬁt people, and receive their pray’r!
Brafs, gold, and treafures fhall the fpoil defray, |
Two hundred oxen ev’ry Prince fhall pay: -
The wafte of years refunded in a day. | Jl
"Till then thy wrath is juft— Ulyfes burn’d
With high difdain, and fternly thus return’d.

All, all the treafures that enrich’d our throne
Before your rapines, join'd with all your own,
If offer'd, vainly fhould for mercy call; 75
"Tis you that offer, and I fcorn them all:

Your blood is my demand, your lives the prize,
"Till pale as yonder wretch each Suitor lies.

Hence with thofe coward terms; Or fight or fly,
This choice is left ye, to refift or die; 80
And die I truft ye fhall — He fternly fpoke:
With guilty fears the pale affembly fhook

Alone Eurymachus exhorts the train:

Yon Archer, comrades, will not thoot in vain;

But from the threfhold fhall his darts be fped, ¢

(\Vho -c’er he be) ’till ev’ry Prmce lie dead.
0L ¥ Q.

70
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Be mindful of your felves, draw forth your fiwvords>
| And to his fhafts obtend thefe ample boards,
| (So need compells.) Then all united ftrive
| 9o The bold invader from his poft to drive;
The City rouz’d fhall to our refcue hafte,
| And this mad Archer foon have fhot his laft.
| Swift as he fpoke, he drew his traytor fiwords.
"ﬁ And like a lion rufb’d againft his Lord:
# The wary Chief the rufhing foe repreft,
Who met the point, and forc'd it in his breaft -
His failing hand deferts the lifted fiord,
| And prone he falls extended o’er the board:
| Before him wide, in mixt effufion roll
l’ 00 Th’untafted viands, and the jovial bowl.
1 Full thro’ his liver paft the mortal wound,
; With dying rage his forehead beats the ground,
He fpurn’d the feat with fury as he fell,
And the fierce foul to darknefs divid, and hell.
Next bold Amphinomus his arm extends
To force the pafs: the god-like man defends.
| Thy

\

105
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Thy {pears Zelémachus! prevénts th'attack,
The brazen weapon driving thro’ his back,

Thence thro’ his breaft its bloody paffage tore ;)

Flat falls he thund’ring' on the miatble floor,

And his crufl’d forehead marksthe ftone with gore. }

He left his jav’hin in' the dead; for fear
The long incumbrance of the weighty fpear
To the fierce foe advantage might afford,

To rufh between; and ufe the fhorten’d fword.

With fpeedy ardour to his Sire he flies;

And, Arm great father! arm’ (in hafte he cries)

Lo hence I run for other arms to wield,

For miflile jav’lins, and for helm and fhield;

Faft by our fide let either faithful fwain

In arms-attend us, and their part fuftain.
Hafte and return (Ulyfes made reply)

While yet th’auxiliat fhafts this hand fupply;

Left thus alone, encountred by an hoft,

Driv'n from the gate, th’important pafs be loft.

115
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-With fpeed Zelemachus obeys, and flies
Where pil'd on heaps the royal armour lies;
Four brazen helmets, eight refulgent {pears,
And four broad bucklers, to his Sire he bears:
10 At once in brazen Panoply they fhone,
At once each fervant bracd his armour on:
Around their King a faithful guard they ftand,

While yet each thaft flew deathful from his hand
Chief after Chief expird at evry wound,

135 And {well’d the bleeding mountain on the ground
Soon as his ftore of flying fates was {pent,
Againft the wall he fet the bow unbent:

H And now his fhoulders bear the mafly fhicld,

And now his hands two beamy jav’lins wield ;

140 He frowns beneath his nodding plume, that play’d

O’er the high creft; and caft a dreadful fhade.
Thereftooda window near, whence lookingdow

From o’er the porch, appear’d the fubje& town.
A double ftrength of valves fecurd the place,.

45 A high and narrow, but the only pafs:

The
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The cautious King, with all-preventing care,
To guard that outlet, plac’d Eumens there:

When Agelaus thus: Has none the {enfe
To mount yon window, and alarm from thence iso

The neighbour town? the town fhall force the deor,
And this bold Archer foon fhall fhoot no more.
Melanthins then: That outlet to the gate
So near adjoins, that one may guard the firait.
But other methods of defence remain, 155
My {elf with arms can furnith all the train;
Stores from the royal magazine I bring,
And their own dartsthall pierce the Prince and King.
He faid ;. and mounting up the lofty ftairs,
Twelve fhields, twelve lances, and twelve helmets 6o
All arm, and fudden round the hall appears [Pears: -
A blaze of bucklers, and a wood of fpears.
The Heroe ftands oppreft with mighty woe,
On ev’ry fide he fees the labour grow :
Onh curft event! and oh unlook’d-for aid! 265

Melanthins or the women have betray’d —
Oh
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Oh my dear fon!— The father with a figh:
Then ceag'd; the filial virtue made repli.
Falthood is folly, and ’tis juft to own.
The fault committed ; this was mine alonesy
7° My hafte neglected yonder door to bar,
And hence the villain has {upply’d their war.
Run good Eumeus then,and (what before
I thoughtlefs err’d in) well fecure that door:=
Learn if by female fraud this deed were dones.
175 Or (as my. thought mifgives) by Dolus’ fon.
While yet they fpoke,. in.queft of arms again-
To the high. chamber ftole the faithlefs fwain,. .
Not unobferv’d.; Eumeus watchfil ey’d,
And thus addrefs'd Ulyffes near his fide.
The mifcreant we fufpeé’ce_dr takes that: way;
Him, if this atm be pow’rfuil, fhall | flay ?
Or drive him: hither, to receive the meed-
From thy own hand, of this deteffod dead. 3
Not {o (reply’d Ulyffes) leave him there,
*5s For us fufficient s another care:

180

2

Within
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Within the ftri¢ture of this palace wall

To keep inclos’d his mafters till they fall.

Go you, and feize the felony backward bind

His arms and legs, and fix a plank behind s

On this, his body by ftrong cords extend,

And orta column near the roof {fufpend; >

So ftudy’d tortures his vile days fhall end. J
' The ready fwains obey’d with joyful hafte,

Behind the felon unperceiv’d they paft,

As round the room in queft of arms he goes ¢ 195

(The half-fhut door conceal’d his lurking foes)

One hand fuftain’d 2 helm, and one the fhield

Which old Laertes wont in youth to wicld,
Cover'd with duft, with drynefs chapt and worn,

The brafs ‘corroded, and the leather torn: 200
Thus laden, o’er the threfhold as he ftept,

Fierce on the villain from each fide they leapt,

Back by the hair the trembling daftard drew,

And down reluétant on the pavement threw.

'

9@

Acltive
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210 Active and pleas’d, the zealous {wains fulfil
At ev’ry point their mafter’s rigid will:
Firft, faft behind, his hands and feet they bounds
Then ftreighten’d cords involv’d his body round 3
So drawn aloft, athwart the column ty’d,
215 The howling felon fwung from fide to fide. -
Eumens {coffing, then with keen difdain.
There pafs thy pleafing night, oh gentle {fwain !
On that foft pillow, from that envy’d height
Firft may’ftthou fee the fpringing dawn of light 5
220 S0 timely rife, when morning ftreaks the eaft,
To drive thy viétims to the Suitors feaft.
This faid, they left him, tortur'd as he lay,
Secur'd the door, and hafty ftrode away:
Each, breathing death, refum’d his dang’rous poft
225 Near great Ulyffes ; Four againft an hoft.
When lo! defcending to her Heroe’s aid
Jove's daughter Pallas, War’s triumphant maid :
In Mentor’s friendly form fhe join'd his fide;
Ulyffes faw, and thus with tranfport cry’d.

Come,
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Come, ever welcome, and thy fuccour lend; s
Oh ev'ry facred name in one! my friend!
Early we lovid, and long our loves have grown:
What-¢’er thro’ life’s -whole feries I have done
Or good, or grateful, now to mind recall,
And aiding this one hour, repay it all. 230
Thus he; but pleafing hopes his bofom warm
Of Pallas latent in the friendly form.
The adverfe hoft the phantom warrior cy’d
And firft loud-threatning, Agelaiis cry'd.
Mentor beware, nor let that tongue perfivade 235
Thy frantic arm to lend Ulyffes aid;
Our force fuccefsful fhall our threat make good,
And with the fire’s and fon’s commix thy blood.
What hop’ft thou here? Thee firft the fivord {hall {lay,
Then Iop thy whole pofterity away; 240
Far hence thy banifl’d confort fhall we fend; 1
With his, thy forfeit lands and treafuires blend; &
Thus, and thus only, fhalt thou join thy friend.
His barb’rous infult ev'n the Goddefs fires,

Who thus the warrior to revenge Infpires. 245
Vor. V. R Art
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Art thou Ulyffes? where then fhall we find
The patient body and the;conftant ‘mind et
That courage; once the Trojans daily dread,”
Known nine long years, and felt by Heroes dead ?
250 And where that condué, which reveng’d.the luft
/Of Priam’s race, and lay’d proud Zroy in duft?
i this ,when,fklm was the caufes. were dones.
What for thy country now; thy Queen, thy fora?

Rife then in combat, at my fide attend; '}
2ss Obferve what vigour Gratitude can lend, >
And foes how weak, oppos’d againft a friend! J'

She fpoke; but willing longer to furvey
The fire and fon’s great acls, with-held the day ;.
By farther toils decreed the brave to try,.
260 And level pois'd the wings of Victory:
Then with a change of form eludes their ﬁght,"l
Perch’d like a {fwallow on a rafter’s height, s
And unperceiv'd, enjoys the rifing fight. J’
Damaflor’s fon, bold Agelansy leads

»6s The guilty war; Eurynomus fucceeds :

With




Boox XXIL. HOMER's 0ODTSSET. 123

With. thefe, Pifander great Polyctor’s {on,
Sage Polybus, and' ftern Amphimedon,
With Demoptolemus : 'Thefe fix furvive,
The beft of all the fhafts had left alive. |
Amidft the carnage defp’rate as they ftand, 275
Thus Agelaus rowz’d the lagging band.

The hour iscome; when yon’ fierce man no more
With bleeding Princes thall beftrow the floor:
Lo! Mentor leaves him with an empty boaft;
The four remain, but four againft an hoft. 280
Let each at once difcharge the deadly dart,
One fure of fix fhall reach Ulyffes’ heart:
Thus fhall one ftroke the glory loft regain:
The reft muft perith, their great leader {lain.

Then all at once their mingled lances threw, 285
And thirfty all of one man’s blood they flew;
In vain! Minerva turn’d them with her breath,
And fcatter’d fhort, or wide, the points of death;
With deaden’d found, one on the threfhold falls,

One frikes the gate, one rings againﬁ the walls ;290
R 2 The
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The ftorm paft innocent. The god-like man
Now lofticr trod, and dreadful thus began.
"Tis now (brave friends) our turn, at once to throv
(So fpeed ‘em heav'n) our jav'lins at the foe.
#9° That impious race to all their paft mi{-deeds
Would add our blood. Injuftice ftill proceeds.
He fpoke: at once their fiery lances flew:
Great Demoptolermus, Ulyfes flew s
Euryades receivid the Prince’s dart;

295 The Goatherd's quiverd in Pifander’s hearts
Fierce Elatus by thine, Eumens, falls;
Their fall in thunder ecchoes round the walls.
The reft retreat: the viGors now advance,
Each from the dead refumes his bloody lance.

3 Again the foe difcharge the fteely thow’r;
Again made fruftrate by the virgin pow'’r.
Some, turn'd by Pallas, on the threfhold fall,
Some wound the gate, fome ring againft the wall ;
Some weak; or pond’rous with the brazen head,

395 Drop harmlefs, on the pavement founding dead.

Then
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Then bold Ampbinedon his jav'lin caft; G
Thy hand, Zelemachus, it lightly raz’d;

And from Ctefippus’ arm the fpear elanc’d

On good Eumans’ {hield and fhoulder glanc’d;

Not leflen’d of their force (fo flight the wound) ;e
Each fung along, and drop'd upon the ground.
Fate doom’d thee next, Ewrydamas, to bear '
Thy death, ennobled by Ulyjes’ ipear.

By the bold fon Amphimedon was flain

And Polybus renown’d the faithful fivain- a1y
Piercd thro the breaft the rude Crefippus bled,

And thus Philetins gloried o'er the dead.

There end thy pompous vaunts, and high difdain ;
Oh fharp in fcandal, voluble and vain! ‘
How weak is mortal pride! To heav’n alone = 320
Th’event of aéions and our fates are known:
Scoffers behold what gratitude we bear:

The vi¢tim’s heel is anfer'd with this {pear.

UlyfJes brandiflh’d high his vengeful fteel,

And Damaflorides that inflant fell; Sgboaditrt ) iaag
Faft
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Falt by, Leocritus expiring lay, - § o
The Prince’s jav'lin tore its bloody way -

Thro’ all his bowels: down he tumbles prone,
His batter’d front and brains befmear the ftone .
s30.  INow Pallas thines confefs’d; aloft the {preads
The arm of vengeance o’er their guilty heads;
- The dreadful Zgis blazes in their eye;
Amaz’d they fee, they tremble, and they fly:
Confusd, diftratted, thro’ the rooms they fling,

755 Like oxen madden’d by the breéze’s fting; [fpring.
When fultry days, and long, fucceed the gentle !
Not half {o keen, fierce vulturs of the chace
Stoop from the mountains on the feather’d races,
When the wide field extended fnares befet,

340 With conicious dread they fhun the quivring net -
No help, no flight; but wounded eV'ry way,
Headlong they drop: the fowlers feize the prey.

On all fides thus they double wound on wound,
In proftrate heaps the wretches beat the ground,
s4s Unmanly fhreiks precede each dying groan,

~ Anda red deluge floats the reeking ftone.
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Liodes firft before the victor. falls'z
The wretchied Augur thus for mercy calls
O gracious hear, nor let thy. fuppliant bleed;
Still undifhenour’d or by word or deed -
Thy houfe, for me, remains; by me reprefs'd.
Full oft was check’d th’injuftice of the reft::
Averfe they heard me when I counfell’d well,.

Their hearts were harden’d, and they juftly fell.

Oh fpare an Augur’s confecrated head,
Nor add the blamelefs to: the guilty dead.

Prieft as thou art! for that detefted band -~

Thy lying prophecies deceiv’d the land::
Againft UlyjJes have thy vows been made ;
For them, thy daily orifons were paid: ' -
Yet more; ev’n to our bed thy pride afpires:

One common crime one common fate requires.
Thus{peaking, from the ground the {word he took

Which Agelazis> dying hand forfook ;

e

Full thro® his neck the weighty. faulchion fped:

Along the pavement roll'd the mutt’ring head.

4 Phemius:

53 a2y

358

355

360

36:’54
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Phemius alone the hand of vengeance fpar’ds
Phemius the {weet, the heav’n-inftructed bard.
Befide the gate the rev’rend minftrel ftands;

% 379 The lyre, now filent, trembling in his handsj -
Dubious to fupplicate the chief; or fly

| To Fove’s inviolable altar nigh,

Where oft Laertes holy vows had paid,

| And oft Ulyffes fmoking victims laid.

375 His honour’d harp with care he firft fet downs,

Between the laver and the filver throne;

Then proftrate ftretch’d before the dreadful man,
Perfuafive, - thus, with accentfoft began.

O King! to mercy be thy foul inclin’d,
380 And {pare the Poet’s ever-gentle kind.
A deed like this thy future fame would wrong,
For dear to Gods and Men is facred fong.

Self-taught I fing; by heav’n, and heav’n alone
The genuine feeds of Poefy are fown ;

385 And (what the Gods beftow) the lofty lay,
To Gods alone, and god-like worth, we pay.

SaVe
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Save then the Poet, and thy felf reward;

"T'is thine to merit, mine is to record.

That here I fung, was force and not defire;

This hand reluctant touch’d the warbling wire: 39

And let thy fon atteft, nor fordid pay

Nor fervile flatt’ry ftain’d the moral lay.
The moving words 7elemachus attends,

His fire approaches, and the bard defends.

Oh mix not, Father, with thofe impious dead 395

The man divine; forbear that facred head ;

Medon the herald too our arms may fpare,

Medon, who made my infancy his care;

If yet he breathes, permit thy fon to give

Thus much to gratitude, and bid him live. 400
Beneath a table, trembling with difmay,

Couch’d clofe to earth, unhappy Medon lay,

Wrapt in a new-flain Oxe’s ample hide:

Swift at the word he caft his skreen afide,

Sprung to the Prince, embrac’d his knee with tears, 405

And thus with grateful voice addrefs’d his ears;

VOL.‘V. o S & i MY S,
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O Prince! O Friend! lo here thy Medon ftands >
Ah ftop the Heroe’s unrefifted hands,
Incens'd too juftly by that impious brood,
s10 Whofe guilty glories now are fet in blood.
To whom Ulyffes with a pleafing eye:
Be bold, on friendthip and my fon rely;
Live, an example for the world to read,
How much more fafe the good than evil deed:
¢1s Thou, with the heav’n-taught bard, in peace refort
From blood and carnage to yon open court :

Me other work requires— With tim’rous awe
From the dire fcene th’ exempted two withdraw,
| Scarce {ure of life, look round, and trembling move
1 20 To the bright altars of Prote&or Fove. '
| Mean-while Uyffes fearch’d the dome, to fad

If yet there live of all th’ offending kind. ‘

Not one! compleat the bloody tale he found,

All fteep’d in blood, all galping on the ground.
4580, when by hollow fhores the fither train

Sweep with their arching netsthe hoary mam, ’

tain
And fcarce the mefhy toils the copious draught con-S
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All naked of their element, and bare,
The fithes pant, and gafp in thinner air;
Wide o’er the fands are {pread the ftiff’ning prey, °
"Till the warm {un exhales their {foul away:

And now the King commands his fon to call
Old Euryclea, to the death-ful hall:
The fon obfervant not a moment ftays; |
The aged Governefs with {peed obeys: 435
The founding portals inftant they difplay;
The matron moves, the Prince direéts the way.
On heaps of death the ftern Ulyffes ftood,
All black with duft and cover’d thick with blood.
So the grim Lion from the flaughter comes, 4
Dreadful he glares, and .terribly he foams, |
His breaft with marks of carnage painted o’er,
His jaws all dropping with the bull’s black gore.

Soon as her eyes the welcome obje¢t met,
The guilty fall'n, the mighty deed compleat; 445
A fcream of joy her feeble voice effay’d:
The Heroe check’d her, and compos’dly faid.

S 2 Woman,
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Woman, experienc’d as thou art, controul

Indecent joy, and feaft thy fecret {oul.

+°T”infult the dead is cruel and unjuft ;

| Fate, and their crime, have funk them to the duf
Nor heeded thefe the cenfure of mankind,
The good and bad were equal in their mind.
Juttly the price of worthlefsnefs they pay’d,

45 And each now wails an unlamented fhade.
But thou fincere! Oh Euryclea, fay, |
What maids difhonour us, and what obey ?

Then fhe. In thefe thy kingly walls remain

(My fon) full fifty of the handmaid train,

460 Taught by my care to cull the fleece, or weave,.
And fervitude with pleafing tasks deceive;
Of thefe, twice fix purfue their wicked way,
Nor me nor chaft Penelgpe obey
Nor fits it that Zelemachus command

465 (Young as he is) his mother’s female band.

Hence to the upper chambers let me fly,

Where flumbers foft now clofe the royal eye;

There
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There wake her with the news—The matron cry’d;
Not fo (Ulyffes more fedate reply’d)
Bring firft the crew who wrought thefe guilty deeds. 470
In hafte the matron parts: The King proceeds.

Now to difpofe the dead, the care remains
To you my fon, and you, my faithful fwains;
Th’ offending females to that task we doom,
To wafh, to {cent, and purify the room. 475
Thefe (evry table cleans’d, and ev’ry throne,
And all the melancholy labour done)
Drive to yon’ court, without the Palace wall,
There the revenging {word fhall {mite them all;
So with the Suitors let ’em mix in duft, ) 430
Stretch’d in a long oblivion of their luft.

He faid: The lamentable train appear,
Each vents a groan, and drops a tender tear;
Each heav’d her mournful burthen, and beneath
The porch, depos’d the ghaftly heaps of death. g,
The Chief fevere, compelling each to move,
Urg’'d the dire task imperious from above, |

With
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| With thirfly fponge they rub the tables o'ers
(The fwains unite their toil) the walls, the loox 7
4°Wafh'd with th’effufive wave, are purgd of gore-_
Once more the palace fet in fair array,
To the bafe court the females take their way 5
There compafs'd clofe between the dome and walls
(Their life’s laft fcene) they trembling wait their fall.
495 Then thus the Prince. To thefe thall we afford
A fate fo pure, as by the martial fword?
To thefe, the nightly proftitutes to fhame,
And bafe revilers of our houfe and name?
Thus fpeaking, on the circling wall he ftrung
50 A thip’s tough cable, from a column hung;
Near the high top he ftrain’d it ftrongly round,
Whence no contending foot could reach the ground.
Their heads above, conneéted in a row,

They beat the air with quiv'ring feet below :
sos Thus on fome tree hung flruggling in the fnare,

The doves or thrufhes flap their wings in air.

Soon fled the foul impure, and left behind

The empty corfe to waver with the wind.
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Then forth they led Melanthius, and began
Their bloody work: They lopp'd away the man, ;s
Morfel for dogs! then trimm’d with brazen fheers
The wretchy and fhorten’d of his nofe and ears;
His hands and feet laft felt the cruel fteel:
He roar’d, and torments gave his foul to hell— |
They wafh, and to Ulyjles take their way, ' sys
So ends the bloody bufinefs of the day.
To Euryclea then addreft the King:
Bring hither fire; and hither fulphar bring,
To purge the palace: then the Queen attend,
And let her with her matron- train defcend; $16
The matron-train with all the Vlrgm band
Aflemble here, to learn their Lord’s command.
Then Euryclea; Joyful Td abey; ki
But cait thofe mean difhoneft rags away;
Permit me firft thy royal robes to bring : 515
111 {uits this garb the thoulders of a King.
< Bring fulphur ftrait and fire (the Monarch eries)
She hears, and at the word obedient flics,

With
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With fire and fulphur, cure of noxious fum €S>

#°He purg'd the walls and blocd-polluted roon3=-

| Agamn the matron fprings with eager pace,

# And {preads her Lord’s return from place to place

They hear, ruth forth, and inftant round him f#a2x2<,

A gazing throng, a torch in ev’ry hand.

35 They faw, they knew him, and with fond embrace
Each humbly kift his knee, or hand, or face:

H He knows them all; in all fuch truth appears,

Evn He indulges the fweet joy of tears.
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E are now come to the great event or Ca- | A
taftrophe of the Odyfzy, which is the De- 15
firuction of the Suitors. The manner by
which the Poet conducts it, has been prais’d Rl
and cenfur'd, by fome as noble and heroic, i
by others as romantic and incredible: It is g

therefore highly neceffary to vindicate Homer e (R

in the chiefg action of the whole Poem, that A%
he may not be found culpable, in the place where he ought to A
be the moft exaé and draw his Heroc to the beft advantage. _ :
The Objetion made againft this decifive acion is, that the Poct 4
makes Ulyffes perform impofhibilities; no one perfon, with fuch A
{mall afliftance, being able to deftroy above an hundred Enemies. 71

It is no anfwer to fay that Pallas defcends to aid Ulyffes, for it
has been already proved, that all incideats which require a divine
probability, fhould be fo difengag’d from the action, that they 4
may be {ubftratted from it without deftroying it; whereas this i
action is eflential to it. No lefs a Critic than Lenginus, Chap. 7. |

X2 con-

A
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condemns Homer; for enumerating the faults of the Odyffey, he
thus proceeds: ¢ To thefe may be added the abfurdities he com-
¢ mits, in the account of the deftruction of Penelope’s Suitors.
And Scaliger, Lib. 5. of his Poetics is of the fame opiniop &
Ulyffes interfecit arvcu procos, inter quos ¢& ipfum tamtillum effet irn—
zervalli:  Quare ommes fimul in eum impetum non fecerunr 2 The
ftrength of this Objection lies in the omiffion of the Suitors irx
not rufhing at once upon Ulyffes in an united Body: Now this
was impoflible, he ftood upon the threfhold in a narrow pafs,
and by this advantage he was able to make it good againft a
great inequality of numbers. It is not difficult to bring inftances
of a like nature from undoubted hiftory: Cocles alone defended
the bridge over the Tyber againft the whole army of Porfena, and
ftood unmoveable till the Romans broke it down behind him.
And Leonidas the Spartan General defended the Pafs of Thermopyle
with a fmall number, againft three millions of Perfians led by
Xerxes; and if he had not been betray’d, he would have pro-
bably defeated his whole army. In both thefe inftances there
was a greater inequality of numbers, than between Ulffes and
the Suitors. = The Reader will be reconcil'd to the probability of
thefe relations, if he confiders that the whole bulinefs of war ~was
anciently decided by mere ftrength of body: Fire-arms now fec
all men upon a nearer Level ; but in thefe carly ages, the ftrong-
eft perfon was the greatelt Heroe; a man of {uperior and un-
common {trength drove his enemies before him like an army of
boys, and with as much facility. From this obfervation it is evi-
dent that Homer {carce tranfgrefles the bounds of hiftoric truch,
when he defcribes Achilles chafing whole {quadrons of Trojans -
He wrote according to the manners of his tumes, and drew after
the life, tho’ fometimes he improvid a featre to give grace to
the picure of his Heroe: Thus in the Scripture, from the mere
advantagc of ftrength, we fec a (ingle Goliah defy the whole armies
of Ifyael.

Rapin commends the condu of Homer in bringing abour the
deftruction of the Suitors. The unravelling the whole Odyfley
(fays that Authoy) by their Deachs, is very great, and very becom-

ing
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ing an Heroe; that whole ftory is drefs'd up in colours fo decent,
and at the fame time {o noble, that antiquity can hardly match
any part of the narration; here Homer Ls difplay’d himfelf to.
the beft advantage, I with Rapin had given his reafons, and
not run into a general commendation : But we fhall be fuf-
ficiently convinc'd of the judgment of Homer in defcribing the
Suitors falling chiefly by Ulyffes, if we confider the nature of
Epic Poetry. The chief action is to be peform’d by the Heroe
of the Poem: thus Heffor falls by Achilles, Turmus by neas =
The death of the Suitors is the chief action of the Odyffey, and
therefore it is neceflarily to be executed by Ulyfes; for if any,
other perfon had perform’d it, that perfon would have done an
action more noble than the Heroe of the Poem, and eclips'd his
glory. It is for the fame reafon that the Poet refufes all eafic
methods to re-eftablith Ulyffes: he throws him into difficulties
which he is to furmount by his own prowe(s and magnanimity.
Homer might eafily have raisd an army, and plac'd Ulyffes ar the
head of it; but the more difficult way being moft conducive to
his honour, he rejecks all eafie methods, fhews him ftruggling
with infinite hazards, out of which he extricates himfelf perfo-
nally by his wifdom and courage. By thefe means he com-
pleats the charaéer of his Heroe, leaves a noble image of his
worth upon the minds -of the Spe@ators, and makes him go

off the ftage with the utmoft applaufe.

IL.

VERSE 1. Then fierce the Heroe d'er the threfbold flrode, &c.]
Plato wras particularly ftruck with the beauty of thefe lines : In
his Dialogue intitled Iom, p. 145. Socrates thus fpeaks: <« When
““ you repeat the verfes of ‘Homer emphatically, and ravith the
“ whole Audience, whether it be the paflage where he fings
“ how Ulyffes leaps upon the threfhold, difcovers himElf to the
€¢ Suitors, and pours his arrows before his feet; or where 4-
¢ c¢hilles rufhes upon Heffor; or where he paints the Lamen-
¢ tations of Hecuba, Priam, or Andromache ; tell me, are you any

| s R g ¢ « longer
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¢ longer mafter of your own paflions? are you not tranfpor tetc
« anJg ravilh'd with divine fury, think your fIf prefent 'atd r
€ very actions, cither in Irhaca or Tioy¢” It muft in eg
be allowd, that Homer here paints to the Life; we fee Ul_}’f |
his motion, his attitude, and the noble fury with which he begir
the onfet. The Poet interefts us in the caufe of his Heroe, arx
we fight on his fide againft his enemies. .

Euflathins obferves that inftead of poy@- the Aolians wrot
Regx®-; an obfervation of too little importance to have bcel;
rcfgarde’d, if he had not given usa fragment of Sappho as a prooi
of it.

Tis & dypoiric Sényet vody
‘Ovx imisauém ve Begrsa e
Emt 70y cQuety ; ——

which he thus explains,

What rufbic bmut] a’rq/}’d n ankward charms
Detains my lover from his Sappho’s arms ?

The circamftance of throwing the arrows before his feet is nor
inferted without a reafon Ulyffes could reach them from thence
with more facility and expedition, than if they had hung at his
fhoulder in the Quiver.

INL.

VERSE 10, Pheebus afff!] Ulyffes addrefles a prayr to
Apollo to give fuccefs to his prelent enterprize; he direcks it to
him, becaufe he is the God of Archery; and he concludes in four
words, in compliance with the exigence of the time, which wil]
not ‘permit him to fpeak at large. This prayer to Apollo con-
firms my obfervation, that Penelope proposd the tryal of the

- ' : ' T e
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Bow in honour of that Deity, and we find that it was cufto-
mary from a remarkable paflage in the Iliad, Lib. 4. '

But firf} to [peed thy fhaft, addvefs thy wow
To Lycian Pheebus wizh the filver bow;

And [wear the firftlings of the flock to pay
On Zelia’s altars, to the God of day.

It is from the urgency of the time that the fpeech of Ulyffes, as
well as the prayer, is concife: It would have been very injudici-
ous, when he was ready to affault his enemies unexpectedly, to
have prefacd the onfet with a long oration; this would have
given them an alarm, and time to make an oppofition.

IV.

VERsE 18. AndFate to numbers by a fingle hand.] This parti-
cular is very artful; the Poet while Kc writes, feems to be fur-
prizd ac the difficulty of the enterprize he is about to relate. He
1s in doubt of the great event, and ftands ftill in admiration of
it.  This has a double effed ; it fets the courage of Ulyfes in a
ftrong point of light, who executes what might be almoit thought
an impoflibility ; and at the fame time it excellently contributes
to make the ftory credible; for Homer appears to be held in fu-
{penfe by the greatnefs of the action; an intimation that nothing
but the real truth and deference to veracity could extort from
him a belief of it : thus by feeming to make the relation impro-
bable, the Poet eftablithes the probability of it. Euftathius. ;
Vo

VERSE 22. A4 flream of gore burft. fpouting -——- ] The word
in the original is gngs, which commonly fignifies a pipe or mu-
fical infirument : The Ancients (obferves Euftathius) uled it to
denote a fountain ; here therefore it implies a flux or fountain of
blood, xgsyos tEaxovhope asuorros, the word therefore very ha;r
4 Pry

!
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pily paints the blood {pouting from the Noftrils, as from a foun-
wain; and in this fenfe, it gives us a full image of the nature of
the wound; the blood fprung as from a pipe, thro’ the mouth of
the wound, or from the veins, thro the noftrils,

VI.

VIRRBE g thus incens'd they [poke,
While each to Chance aferib'd the wond'rous floke.}
This paffage was look'd upon as fpurious by the Ancients; for
they thoughe it impoffible that all the Suitors fhould fpeak the
fame fentiment, as by-compa, like a Chorus in a Tragedy : they
appeal’d to the cuftom of Homer Qimfelf, who continually wrote

QP Tic dnerye.
X

Buftathins anfwers, that the Poet fpeaks thus confufedly, to re-
prefent the confufion of the Suitors at the death of Anzinous. Da-
cier defends him by faying, that all the Suitors imagin’d that
Antinous was {lain by accident, and therefore the whole affern-—
bly having the fame fentiment, the Poet mighe afcribe to every
member of it the fame expreflion. Either of thefe folutions ex-

plains the difficuley.

VII.

VERsE 42. Ulyfles wengeful from the Trojan Joore.] The
mention of the return of Ulyffes from Troy is not inferred cafually :
He fpeaks thus to intimidate his enemies, by recalling to their
minds all the brave actions that he perform’d before it. Were
not this his intention, he would have varied his expreflion, for
in reality he has been abfent from Tioy near ten years, and re.
turns from the Pheaciar, not the Trojan thores.  Euflathis. 4

VERs »
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Vil

VERSE 64. To flay thy fom, tb_y kingdoms to divide.] This ex-
preflion is judicioufly inferted, and with good reafon put into
the mouth of one of the Suitors, namely Eurymachus. The Poet
is now punifhing them for their crimes; it is therefore very ne-
ceflary that the Reader fhould be fatisty’'d chat they deferve pu-
nifhment ; for if it be not an aé& of juftice, it is murder.  The
Poct therefore brings them all confefling themfelves guilty by the
mouth of Eurymachus ; their crime is the intended murder of Te-
lemachus, and the ufurpation of the throne of Ulyffes. If this had
not been fet in a clear light, there might have been room for a
fufpicion that Ulyffes inflicted a punifhment too great for the guile
of the Suitors. For was it a crime that deferv’d death, to aim at
the marriage of Penelope> this is not to be fuppos'd; for they
took her to be a widow, and might therefore without a crime
ask her in marriage. Was death due for the wafte and profufion

of the riches of Ulyffes ¢ This might have been redrelsd, by a full -

repayment, and a juft equivalent, Homer therefore, to fhew that
there is a caufe for the feverity of the punithment, fets their
crimes in open view, which are an intentional 'murder, and an
actual treafon. The place likewife where he inferts this circum-
ftance is well chofen, wiz. in the place where the punithment is
related; and by this method we acknowledge the equity of it.
"Tis true, Eurymachus throws the guile upon dntinous as the chief
offender ; but all the Suitors have been his affociates, and approv'd

of all his violent and bloody defigns thro™ the Odyfféy, and there-

fore are juftly involv'd in ‘the fame punifiment ;" fo that Ulyffes

punithes rebellious fubjects by the authority of a King.  Homer
likewife obferves juftice in the death of Amtinous, he is the firfk
in guilt, and the firflt that falls by his Heroe’s hands.

Yoz, Vi U - " VERSE




146 Obfervations on the Twenty-fecond Book.

IX.

VERSE 88. 4nd to his foafts obtend thefe ample boards.] Eury-
machus exhorts the Suitors to make ufe of the tables to oppofe
Ulyffes in the manner of fhields; from whence, obferves Euffa-
thins, it may be gatherd that every Suitor had a peculiar table.
This may be congrm’d from this book ; for when Antinous falls,
he overturns a Table ; which, if there had been but one, would
have been too large to be thus overthrown: befides he fpeaks
in the plural number, 'regm'écag.

X.

VERSE o1. The City vouz'd pall to our vefeue hafle.] It is im~
poflible but that the Suitors muft have many friends amongft
the Ithacans. Intereft or ill-humour engages men in fattion; buc
this is not the full import of the fenfe of Homer : The Ithacasns
were ignorant that Ulyffes was return’d, and no wonder therefore
if they engag'd in defence of the Princes of their land, againft a.
ftranger and a beggar; for fuch in appearance was Ulyffes.

XTI,

VERSE 108. The bragen weapon driving thro bis back.] Euffa--
thius, and Spondanus from him, interpret this paflage very much.
to the difadvantage of the courage of Felemachus : They obferve
that he is yet new to the horrors of war, and thercfore wanting:
the heart to meet his enemy in the front, gives him this wound
between the fhoulders: That as foon as he has given the blow,
out of fear he leaves the fpear in the wound ; an aion as difre-
putable, as to throw away the fhicld in batle; and lattly, thac
it is fear that {uggefts to his mind the expedient to fetch the arms,
a pretext to be diftant from danger. But it is not difficult to.
defend Telemachus. Amphinomus was affaulting Ulyffes, and confe-
quently his back was turn’'d towards Telemachus, and this eceafi-
ons the wound in that part. This combat is not a combat of

honour,
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honour, where points of ceremony are obferv'd; Telemachus was i 2
therefore at liberty to deftroy his enemy by any methods, with- g s
out any imputation of cowardice; efpecially confidering the ine- $h v

uality of the parties. Neither is it out of fear that he quits his Y R
? r; but from a diCate of wifdom; he is afraid left fome of « 0 A0
the Suitors fhould attack him while he is diféngaging it, and take o FRE
him at an advantage, while he has no weapon to ufe in his own 480 4614
defence; befides, he has no farthier occafion for it, he haftes A e
away to provide other arms ; niot only for himfelf, but for Ulyfes : Ay
and his friends; and this is {o far from being the fuggeftion of iy A
fear, that it is the refult of wifdom. AL
There is fome difficulty in the expreflion 7ggmenvsi 7Ubas, the AT
meaning of it is, Left he fhould receive a defcending blow : The il
word is an adjeétive, and Eaflathins tells us that o eei is to be un- T
derftood ; Ifhould racher chufe @aoyelsw; which immediately pre- R
cedes, it being as good fenfe to fay, A wound is given by a de- v
feending fword, as a defeending hand. * *it X
. B
XIL S
VERSE 117. ===~ arm (in hafle be cvies)| Homer al- o f
moft conftantly givesthe epithet #zpgeilet, to émeoy; winged words. (58
Plutarch in his treatife upon Gar sﬁy gives us the meaning of v
~it. A word (fays that Author) while it remains unfpoken is a R
fecret, but being' communicated, it changes its name into com- | e i
mon rumour; it is then fown from us; and this is the reafon- i E
why Homer calls words winged: He that lets a bird fly from his i
hand, does not eafily catch it again; and he that lets a word %
{lip from his tongue cannot recall it it flies abroad, and flucters } "
1 b

from place to place every moment. It has indeed in fome pafl e

fages a flill clofer meaning ; when a perfon fpeaks with precipita- ALY ‘1

tion, the epithet exprefles the fwiftnefs of the fpeech, the words g #ils
i

are wing'd ; It is here xgpiy‘d with particular propriety; Telema~ gy
chus asks a queftion in the compafs of four lines, and receives an btk
anfwer in two from Ulyffes; the time not allowing any delay, Ko
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XIII.

VERSE 137. Againft the wall be fer the bow unbent.] The
Poet may be thought too circumftantial in the difpofal of the bow ;
but there is a reafon for it; he fhews Ulyfes placd it out of : the
reach of the Suitors, who, if they had feizd the bow, might
have furnifi'd themfelves with arrows from the dead bodies of
their friends, and employ’d them againft Ulyffes: This caution was
therefore neceflary. Euftathius.

XIV.

VERSE 142. There flood a window near, whence looking dowres
From o'er the porch, appear'd the fubjeft townm.T]

The word in the Greek is oecolven, jamua f[uperior, and it is like-
wife ufed a little lower. It has given great trouble to the Com—
mentators to explain the fituation of thefe two Paflages. Dacier
imagines that by the former there was a defcent into the court-
yard, and {o to the ftreer; but this cannot be true: For Agelaiis
eXhorting his affociates to feize this paflage, makes ufe of the word
evabotyws which fignifies to afcend, and not to defcend into the-
court-yard : Befides, he bids them raife the people by Shouting -
20 them, which feems to imply, that this place overlook’d the
ftreets, from whence a fhout might be heard by the people. "Og¢ao-
Sven (oblexves Euflathius) is Sven eis v Sgivran Tis Hinaw ide icibey,
that is, 2 door by which a perfon afecends to obtain a profpet : This
probably led to the roof of the porch of the palace fronting the
ftreet, from whence a perfon ftanding in the open air and fhout-
ing, might raife the City; or as for greater clearnefs it is here
tranflated a window, ‘which anfivers all thefe purpofes. '

Buc there is flill a difficulty arifing from the word Aaveny,

~which is chus folv'd by Euffathins, natsen ésiv o we9s ThY oeaofy-

en dyey sevwwos, that is, a narrow paflage leading to this pri-
vate window or door, and he afterwards interprets it by genp
ad%s. '

From
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From what has been obferv'd, it appears evidently that there
was another paffage to the upper apartments of the palace; for
this was guarded by Ewmeus, and was inacceflible, and confe-

uently Melanthins conveys the arms to the Suitors by fome other
[tair-cafe.  This Homer exprefles by dvappuyas peydeono; the
former word is very well explain'd by Hefychius, it fignifies the
paflages of the palace leading from chamber to chamber, orthe
Jiodoi of the apartments. “Payy' properly denotes a rupture, and
here reprefents the openings of the paflages from room to room.
The Ancients thought this whole paffage {o obfcure, that they
drew a plan of thcé inward paffages of the ﬁalace, as Eunflathius
informs us; in this they figurd the porch, the higher aperture;
the other ftair-cafe, and the room where the arms were laid. - But
Dacier ftarts another difficulty : If Melanthius could go up to the
room where the arms lay, why could he not go from thence into
the courts of the palace, and raife the city 2 Theanfwer is, becaufe
the arms were placd in an inward apartment, and there was no
paflage from thence into the palace-yards. Her miftake arofe from
her opinion that there was an entry into the palace by the gego-
Buen, which opinion is refuted in the beginning of this annota-
tion. If indeed Telemachus had brought down the arms this
way, then there muft have been a pa[ége for Melanthins to the
place from whence Agelaus bids him raife the city 5 for if Tele-
machus had pafs’d to the armory by it, why might not Melanthius
from it? But thisds not the cafe; for this door or window is not.
mention'd till Telemachys has furnithi'd Ulyffes and his * Friends
with armour; and confequently Homer cannot intend that we
thould underftand that Telemachus afcended to the armory by it.

XV.

VERSE 1§ 9. Twelve fields, twelve lances, and twelve belmet s bears.]

Ariftarchus, remarks Euffathius, blam'd this defcription as incre-
dible; for how could one perfon be able to carry fuch a load of
armour at one time? But we are not to make this {uppofition ;

the Poet {peaks indefinitely, and leaves us at liberty to conjecture
" that
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that Melanthius brought them at feveral times; thus z licrle lower

we find him going again for arms to furnith the reft of the
Suitors.

XVIL

VERSE 172. Run good Eumzus, &c.] This paflage, where
Telemachus bids Eumens go and fee who brings the arms, proves
that Zelemachus did not before abfent himflf from the battle ouc
of cowardice; Here he chufes to partake the danger with Ulyffes,
and fends Ewmens and Philetius to execute his orders;; a fign thac
he does not confult his fifety ar che expence of his honour. Eze-
Stathius.

But it may feem extraordinary, chap Uhffes and Telemackhzes
fhould be in doubt to know the perfon who brought the arms to
the Suitors ; cfpecially when Agelaus had held a publick confe-—
rence with Melanthins in order to it; but, anfivers Euflathins, they
fpoke with a low voice, and at 2 proper diftance from Uhffes.
It may alfo be objected that Melmzhins could not poflibly bring
the arms withoue the obfervation of Ulyffes and his friends. To
folve this difficulty we muft have recourfe to the fecond private
door, or ogooliven, mention'd in a former annotation ; by this
paflage he afcends and defcends withour 2 difcovery; that paffage
ftanding in fuch a fituation, as not to be vifible to thofe who
were on the oppofite fide of the palace. What*may feem to con-
tradict this obfervation is, what Homer afterwards adds, for he di-
reétly tells us, that Eumeus obferv'd that the petfon who broughe
the arms was Melanthius ; but thac expreflion may only imply,
that he faw Melanthins going from the reft of the company, and

hafting toward that afcent, and therefore jultly concludes him to
be the Perfon,

XVIL

VERSE 187, To keep inclosd his maflers - -] It may be
ask’d, when Eumens retires from the guard of the paflage, what

hinders
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hinders the Suitors from feizing it, and by it giving notice to the!
city of their danger? What Ulyffes here f{ays obviates this objecti-
on. He tells Eumaus, that he and Telemachus will defend it againft
all the efforts of his enemies: By this expreflion he gives us to
underftand, that Telemachus fhall poft himfelf in the place of
Eumens, and make it good dll he has executed juftice upon
Melanthius.

XVIIL

VERSE 197. One hand [uflain'd & belm, and ome a fhield.
We fec Melanthius after a diligent fearch finds only one helm an
one thield; and the fhield is c%eﬁ:rib’d as almoft fpoil'd with age:
From hence Enflathius gathers that there were no more lefc in
the armory ; for it is probable that Melanthius would not have
return’d with {o few arms if he could have found more; nor would
he have brought the decay’d fhield, if he could have fupply’d him-
{elf with a ftronger ; {o that all the arms of Ulyffes were feventeen
helmets, twelve at firft deliverd to the Suitors by Melanthius, one
more he was now bringing, and Ulyfes and his friends were in
Poffeflion of four: There was the fame number of fhields, and
twenty fpears, twelve given to the Suitors, and cight to the affi-
ftants of Ulyffes. This was his private armory for the defence of
his palace: and we are not to conclude, that thefe were the whole
arms of the nation; there probably was a publick repofitory for
armour for the public ufe of their armies againft their enemies.

XIX.

VERSE 246. At thou Ulyfles, ¢5c.] Pallas is here an alle-
orical Deity, and reprefents the courage and wifdom which was
exerted by Ulyffes in the deftruction of the Suitors : The Poet puts
the words into the mouth of a Godddefs, to give ornament and
dignity to his Poetry; but they are only the fuggeftions of his
own heart, which reproaches him for being o flow in punifh-
ing the infolence of his adverfaries. If we take them in( tl}is
enfe,
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fenfe they will be in the nature of afoliloquy: The Poet indeed

wasoblig'd to introduce a Deity, to give importance to the deci-
five ation of his whole Poem : Thus Fupsrer aflifts Ameas in
Virgil; Minerva, Achilles in the Ifiad, and the fame Goddefs Uly/~
Jes here in the Odyffey. 1 very well know that all thefe paffages
have been blam’c{ by fome Critics, as derogatory to the courage
of thefe Heroes, who cannot conquer their enemies but thro’ the
afliftance of a Deity. The Reader may be pleas’d to look back
for a full vindication of Homer and Virgil,to Lib. 3. Note 43. of
the Odyffey.

We may obferve that a Deity defcends to affift Ulyffes, but that
the Suitors are left to their own Conduct: This furnifhes us with
a very juft and pious moral, and teaches us that Heaven guards

and aflifts good men in adverfity, but abandons the wicked, and
lets them perifh for their follies.

XX.

VERSE 262. Perchd lite 2 Swallow --——] We have feen the

Deities, both in the Iliad and Odyffey, changing themfelves into the
thape of birds : thus, L. 7. @ 67. of the 1/izd,

Th Athenian maid, and glovious God of day
With filent joy the fettling hofls Survey,

In form like vulturs, on the beech's height
They fit conceal'd, and «wait the future fighe.

This per'nafps may be the occafion of all fuch fiGtions. The
fuperftition of the heathen world inducd the Ancients to believe
that the appearance of any Bird in a critical hour, was 2 fign of
the prefence of a Divinity, and by degrees they began to
petfuade themfelves, thar the Gods appeard to them in the
form of thofe birds. Hence arofe all the honours paid to Au-
gurs, and the reliance upon divination drawn from the flight of
birds ; and almoft every Deity had a bird ficred to him. The

Eagle to Fupiter, the Peacok to Fumo, &c. Pallss here takes

the
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the form of a {wallow, becaufe it is a domeftic Bird, and there-
fore may be faid to appear within the walls of the palace with moft

probabulity.
XXI.

VERSE 298. el the Vittors mow adwance,
Each from the dead vefumes his bloody lance.
The danger beginning to abate by the fall of the chief of the
enemy, Ulyffes advances from his ftand: There was a neceflity
for this conduct: Ulyffes and his three afliftants had kill'd four
enemies with their fpears; and conft':g\;mdy the Poet was oblig’d
to {upply them with frefh weapons, otherwile, if they had difchare’d
their fpears once more, they muft have been left naked and § -
fencelels, having only two a-piece brought by Telemachus. This
obfervation fhews the exa@tnels which Homer maintains in his

relation..

- XXH..

VERSE 323. The wittin's heel is anfwer'd awith this [pear.] This

refers to a paflage in the latter end of the twentieth Book of the:

Odyfféy, where Crefippus throws the foot of a bullock ac Ulyfs.
Philetius here gives him a mortal wound with his fpear, and.
tells him it is a return for the foot of the bullock. Euffathius in-

forms us that this became a Proverb, 7870 74 cvrl w0das Eei

vriou to exprefs a return of evil for evil; the like may be obferv'd:

of the death’ of Antinous, who was killd as he lifred the bowl.

to drink.
Tloanet peralv mine winin@ 1 xend®- dxgs:
Which is exa&ly renderd by our Proverb, Mzzn_y‘thi%’: bappen be-

tween the cup and the lip. Thus likewife the kindnels of Cyelops.
VoLr. V. X | was
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was ufed proverbially, to denote a fevere injury difguifed un-—

der a feeming civility ; that Monfter having promisd Ulyffes mer—

cy, but it was only the mercy to devour him laft. Thefe liccle
inftances prove the great veneration the Ancients had for

Homer.
XXIII.

VERSE 332. The dreadful Agis --—-——j This fhield is at large
defcrib’d, Lib, 5. of .the Iliad.

~—— vound the margin roll'd,
A fringe of [erpents, hiffing, guard the gold:
Here all the terrors of grim «war appear;
Here vages Force, here tremble Flight and Fear
Heve florm’d Contention, and bere Fury frown'd,
And the dire orb portentous Gorgon crown'd.

We fee the terrible effeéts which the fhield caufes are created by the
Poet into a kind of Beings, and animated to fight on the fide of

his Heroe.
XXIV.

VERSE 335. Like oxen, &c.] The fury of the battle being
now over, Homer paufes with theaction ; and letting his fancy rove
in fearch of foreign ornaments, beautifies and enlivens the hor-
rors of it with two {imilitudes, drawn from f{ubjecs very diftant
from the terrors they are brought to illuftrate. The former of an
herd of catde, reprefents the confufion and affright of the Sui-
tors; the latter of the birds, their weaknels and unavailing flighe.
The Gadfly fhews the fury and dofe purfuic of Ulyfes and- his
afliftants, the Hawks their courage, and {uperior pow’r. Euftathius.
Virgil av large defcribes this Breeze-fly. Georg. 3.

Abour 1 Alburnian groves, awith holly green,
Of qvi;fged inﬁffs mz'gbt}r [warms are Jeen:
i i This
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This flying plague, to mark its quality, -

Oeftros the Grecians call, Afylus, we :

A fierce loud buxzing Breeze: their [fings draw blood ;

And drive the cattle gadding thro' the wood,

Seiz'd with unufual pains they loudly cry, &c.  Dryden.

This defcription fhews that this is noill-chofen fimilitude ; it ve-
ry well paints the Suitors flying in an herd, and Ulyffes wounding
them as they fly.

The latter {imile from the Hawks, affords fome curiofity in regard:
to the antient manner of that fpore. It is evident, fays Dacier,
that chis paffage is an inftance, that flying of birds of prey, in the
nature of our hawking, was practis'd by the Ancients: The nets,
calld by Homer véipea, were fixd in the plain ground; the
fowlers with their falcons took their ftation upon the adjoining
eminences ; when the birds, driven from this rifing ground, flew
to the plain, they met with the nets, and endeavouring to efcape
them, crowded into flocks ; Then the Hawk or Vultur was
loos'd, and defcending upon his prey, flew them in multitudés ;
for the birds were incapable of refifting, and at the {ame time
were afraid of the ners, and therefore could not efcape :- This is
the reafon why the fowlers are faid to rejoice at the fport: A

lain indication, that the Poet intended to defcribe the fportman’s
flying his bird at the prey. That the word vi@ea fignifies Ners,
is evident from Ariffophanes, pe ve@incts, pot dnrver, that is, I
fwear by my mets : Hefychius is of the fame opinion, vé@sa, fays
that Author, fignifies the Clouds, ;{; Ao Snogrinets Hunmters
Nets.  Euflathius- dire@ly affirms, thac in his time this {pore
was practis'd in many countries; and the place where the nets
were fixed was called ye@erosaaion. That Author conftrues thefe
words vi(se #laossoou it as if imi were to be underftod, to
exprefs the ruthing of the birds againft the net; but there is no
occafion for this violence to the text, for by joining yi@ea With
#lworsoas the period will be plain, and fignify, that thro’ fear
of the net they fly with violence to avoid it. Monfieur Dacier

has a pretey obfervation upon this fport; and fhews us that the
' b Ancients.
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Ancients were ufed to take even deer with nets, by flying at thenz

birds of prey, in conformity to this defcription of Homer: This
1s manifelt from a paflage in Arriam, lib. 2. ¢. 1. where he {fpeaks

of men placing their fears where they have nothing to f:ear z

Aoimay nues 7o TGV ENdPuY Tooyous §re Dobgilor Qevy=—

oo db EAaQas T wnvels wE Tedmorlan s # Weos T (Tomoy) cLuot—

XOEETW 05 doani 5 wegs T Mdve, % €TWs ATOANUVIOL>

dorNdEqTou  Tor Gobeeg ) Sapparie ; ¢ For what
“ remains, we are like deer, for they fearing the birds that are
“ flown at them, what courfe do they take? To what place of
“ refuge do they run to be in fecurity > To the nets, and fo pe-
¢ rith, miftaking their danger for their oreateft fatety. ” Minerwvz
in this fimilicude is the bird of prey de(?ending from the moun —
wain, for fhe it is who fatters the Suitors by difplaying her #gis
from the roof of the palace : This is the opinion of Euflathizes =
But in the winding up of the comparifon, Homer plainly by the
vultur denotes Ulyffes and his affiftants (cho' perhaps not ex-—
clufively of the Goddefs) for in the application he writes:

@ 3 \ ~ £ ~

"Qs dog ol MVISH Q5 EREOSUMENGE HotT et douet
: |

Tunloy. -

XXV.

VERSE 347. Liodes firff before the Victor falls
The wretched Augur —--- ]
This Liodes is the laft perfon who furvives ~of the Suitors; he
was an Augur and a Prophet, and ought therefore to have fol-
low'd wifer counfels: He tells Ulyffes that he endeavourd to re-
ftrain the Suitors from their infolence; but he himflf afpir'd to
the bed of Penelope, and confequently was an affociate in their con-
fpiracies. Liodes falls without refiftance; and indeed it would haye
been very improper to have reprefented him encountring Ulyffes in
a fingle combat, when above an hundred had not been able to

ftand before him: befides, fighting is out of the chara&er of
T
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Liodes ; he was not' aman of the fword, but an Augur: It would
therefore have been contrary to his ﬁm&lon}: to have drawn him
engaging Ulyffes; and confequently it is with great propriety thac
hegisgddgrib’d falling not as a: warrior, but as a fuppliant.

XXVL

VERSE 372. Dubious——- if to
1o Jove's inviolable altar wigh, &c.)

This altar of Fupiter Herceus ftood in the Palace-yard; fo call'd
from $ex®-, the out-wall enclofing the Conrt-yard. It ftood in the
open air, where they facrificd to Fupiter the Guardian, or Prote-
Ctor; and within the Palace to Zgys ¢s18y O~

Fupiter was worthip'd under the fame name by the Romans.
Thus 0v7d,

Cuz nihil Hevcei profuit ara Jovis,

The Altar mention'd by Pirgil, £neid. 2. was of the fame na-
ture: To which Priam fled at the taking of Tioy.

Uncover'd but by Heav'n, there flood in wview
An dltar; near the bearth a lawrel grew,
Dodder'd «with age 5 whofe boughs encompafs round
The houfbold Gods, and fhade the holy ground.

Thele Altars were places of fanGuary, and by flying to them

the perfon was thought to be under the immediate protection of

the Deity, and therefore in fome cafes inviolable. The fame

practice prevail'd amongft the Fews, for we find frequently in
the fcriptures that it was cuftomary to fly to the Alear as to a
place of refuge, which is evident from the expreflion of laying
hold on the horns of the Altar. This is the reafon why Phe-
mius entertains an intention to fly to the Altar of Fupiter Herceus.
Plurarch in his treatife upon Mufic, informs us, that Demodocus

was
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I will only add, that Ariffotle in his Rber. 1
Hemiftic dyredidans@-, ¢bc. as an inflance that natural are
more excellent than acquir'd abilities; he gives the reafon of it;
| namely, becaufe they are more uncommon, and not to be ob-
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was reported to have wrote a Poem, entitled, The deftruitions
of Troy : And Phemius another, calld The return of the Grecian
Captains : But by thefe Poets, Homer probably means only
himfelf, who was Author of two Poems, the Iliad, and the
Odyffey.  Homer (remarks Euffathius) plainly fhews us the notiorn
he had of the great qualifications that were neceflary to form a
good Poet. He muft fing of men and Gods: that is, be tho—
roughly acquainted with all things, both human and divine; he
muft be avrodidunr@, or felf-taught; that is, as we exprels it,
he muft be a Genius; he muft have a narural ability, which is
indeed to beimprov’d, but not capable of beinglearn’d, by ftudy =
He adds, that befides - this felicitcy of nature, he muft have ar
heavenly infpiration ; - this implies that he muft have a kind of
enthufiafm, an elevation of foul which is not to. be. obtain’d by

labour and induftry, and conlequently is the gift of heaverz -
thus Pindar, : '

———0oQas 0 oA~

Ad €dws Qua.

Mealosles I% ActCeos
Ialyrwosice, ropanss @,
"Angarle yaevéra,

The ‘bavds, whom true poetic flame infpires,
Receive from matuve move than human fires

In wvain from arts alome they tune the woice,
Like crows z‘/yfy croak, wnor is it Jong, but noife.

This is the Mens Divinior of Hovace : By induftry men may be-
come’ great Scholars and Philolophers; but no man was ever a
great Poet, without being in the friGeft fenfe a great Genius.

- 7- quotes this

tain’d
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tain'd by human induftry. Maximus Tyrius has a criticifm up-
onit. How (objeés that Author) can it be faid that the Poet
is {elf-raughe, if the Gods teach him to fing2 The anfwer is eafy,
Homer means that he has no human inftruétor, and only oppo-
fes natural to acquird abilities. It is obfervable that Maximus
Tyrius erroneoufly quotes the verfe. Differr. 22. for he writes,
Ocoi I poi @macay oudny, inftead of ’

——Ocos I% woi & Qesriy oipas
Towloscts cLvéQuasy -----

He likewife puts the words in the mouth of Demodocus, which
are here fpoken by Phemius; he undoubtedly quoted by memory.

What Homer adds after all this, to raife the charaer of his
Poect, is very remarkably moral. That he never turned his

talents to flattery, nor was it voluntarily that he ferv'd or enter-

tain'd unworthy men, but was merely compell'd to it by their
violence.

XXVIL

VERSE 413. Live, an example for the world to read,
s How much move [afe the good than ewil deed.]

The moral intended to be taught by the fable of the Odyfey is,
to thew virtue, tho’ long in diftrefs, at length trinmphanc; and
vice, tho’ long fuccefsful, unfortunate in the conclufion : Itisto this
effect that Ulyffes here {peaks; and to give his words more weight, he
throws them into a fentence. It is with excellent judgment that
it is here placd by Homer: The punifhment is no fooner over
but Ulyffes declares the equity of it; He {peaks to all mankind,
and lays it down as an univerfal truth that virtue is to be pre-
fer'd before vice, and invites us to the pralice of the former, by
fhewing the fuccefs of it in his own victory ; and deters us from
the latter, by reprefenting the ill confequences of it in the de-
ftruction of the Suitors. |

: 4 VERSE
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XXVIII. :
VERSE 425. So; when by bollow frares #he fiber train .
. Sweep with their arching nets the hoary main, |
The Ancients, remarks Enflathins, obfervd that this is the only
place where Homer manifeftly fpeaks of ctching filh with nets;
For thofe words, /ib. 5. @. 595 of the Viad,

— | Srweep away
Soms, Sivesy and Wives, an undiffinguify d reys

which in the Greek is exprefs'd by Lzt Atys andile TV Y & 55>
may be apply'd to the taking of beafts or birds by nets; arxd
confequently oucht not to be appropriated to fithing. Thus ic
is evigent that this art was practisd very ariciently amongft the
Grecians 5 it was likewife known carly to the Hebrewws and
“Egyptians. Thus Ifuiah, xix, 8. The fifbers (of Lgypt) pall
mourn, all they that caff the angle mto the brook fhall lament, and

be a place for rhe Jpreading of nets in the midft of the fea. The
comparifon is very juflt; and the faft line of it gives a peculiar-
honour and diftin@ien 0 Ubffes » That Heroe is the Sun who.
kills the Suitors, in the application of the fimilitude.

XXIX.

VERSE 140, So the gvim Lion, &e. | Enflithius agrees with an
obfervation which has been made conceraung the fimilirudes of the
Odyffey, lib. 16. He here remarks thag comparifons are as rare in
the 0dyfley as they are frequent in the T/iad; and thar thedifference
arifes from the difference of the {ubje@s: The fubject of the Wiz

1s
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is great, and therefore properly illuftrated by noble Images, and
a variety of fublime comparifons : The fubject of the 0dyzy requires
to be related in a lefs exalted ftyle, and with greater {implicity.
This Book is an undeniable teftimony of the truth of this obferva-
tion : the ftory of it approaches nearer to the nature of the Ifiad
than any other book of the Odyffey, and we find it is more adorn’d
with comparifons than almoft all the reft of the Poem.

XXX.

VERSE 450. Tinfult the dead is evuel and wnjuff.] The word
in the original is -0’7\0’7\062,' and here fignifies a voice of joy. In
other places it is ufed to denote a forrowful lamentation. See
Note 49 of the third Odyfey. I am wonderfully pleas'd
with the noble fentiment of Ulyfes contain'd in thefe lines.
It is full of piety and = humanity; good-nature feels for the
fufferings of any of its fellow-creatures,  Even in punifhment we
are to remember, that thofe we punifh are men, and infli& it as
a neceflary juftice, not as a triumph. Such here is the condu&
of Ulyffes; heis fo far from rejoicing in his fuccefs, that he re-
ftrains others from it; and feems to be a mourner at the funeral
of his enemies. He falls into the fame thought with ¥ob,
xxxi. 29. If I rejoiced at the defivullion of him that bated me, or
lifted up myfelf. when evil found him, If I fufferd my mouth to fin,

by wifhing a curfe to his Joul, &c. | ‘i |

~ Were a Prince, who makes war for glory, to ftand upon a field
of battle immediately after viGtory, amidft the horrours of the
dead, and the groans of the dying; it would furcly mortify his
ambition o fee fuch horrible monuments of his glory. If the
death of thoufands of brave men were weigh'd in the fcale againft
a name, a popular empty breath of a muldtude, and if reafon
held the ballance, how eafily would the difproportion be difco-

vered !
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XXXI.

VERSE 453. The good and bad were equal in their mind. ]
There is fome obfcurity in thefe words, they neither re[pelted bhe
good nor the bad man ; or as Homer exprefles it,

Ov noay 0% uey énov-

A reverence is due toa good man, and confequently it is a orirx1<
to deny it; but why fhould it be objeed to the Suitors as =
faule that they defpifed the bad man, whofe actions deferve to b
defpis'd » Enflathius anlwers, xaxds may fignify ramewos, or a P<¥—

{on of a low condition, the poor man, or the ftranger; and clx3s

juftifies the affertion: But perhaps the Poet ufes it to fhow wkz=2C
they defpis'd and outrag'd all men univerfally without diftinckiorz,
whether perfons of probity or dithonefty; they confiderd mnot

the condition of others, but were infolent to all mankind.

XXXII.

VERSE 462. Of thefe, twice fix purfue their ~wicked way.] Ic
is remarkable, obferves Monfieur Bayle, that of fifty women, {o
few as twelve only fhould yield to the defires of the Suitors. Bur
it is not indeed affirm’d that the reft were ever tempted by any im -
portunities. Plutarch, in his treatife of Education, informs us thac
Bion wittily apply’d this paffage to the ftudy of the f{ciences -
When the Suitors fail'd in their attempts upon Penelope, they
condefcended to addrefs her maids: {fo men who are not capable
of underftanding Philofophy, bufy themfelves with ftudies of no

valie..
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XXXIIL.

VERSE 464. Nor fits it that Telemachus command
(Young as he is) bis mother’s female band. ]
This, remarks Euffathius, is an inftance of the marternal wifdom
of Penelope; and at the fame timea vindication of Telemachus for
not reftraining the infolence and immodefty of thefe female
fervants; They were out of his jurifdiction, and immediately un-
der the proteCtion of Penelogpe. But is not this removal of the
fault from Telemachus, an imputation upon the Queen? and if
the fon wanted an excufe for not punithing their crimes, is the
mother unblameable, who not only permits the diforder of their
lives, but forbids Telemachus to redrefs it2 Is it to be fupposd
that this chafte matron was more indulgent to female frailty than
Telemachus? The true reafon is, Telemachus could not, and Pene-
Jope durft not, fhew a juft refentment againft thefe criminals:
they had too great an intereft in the chiefof the Suitors to ftand
in awe of the Queen, or fear her vengeance. This is evident,
for Penelope herfelf was in a great mea%urc in their power, and
the fame auchority that fupported the Suitors in their infolence
againft the Queen, would fapport thefe females againft her re-

venge for their immodefty.
XXXIV.

VERSE 469. Not fo (Ulylles more [edate veplyd.) ] Ubyffes
gives this injunétion, becaufe he is unwilling to wound the eyes
of Penelope with a fpeGacle of fuch horrour as the dead bodies
and blood of the Suitors. It was indeed neceflary to find {ome
reafonable pretext for not introducing the Queen immediately;
this might be expected from the fondnels and affection of an
husband towards a beloved wife, and therefore Ulyffes makes even
his fondnefs for her a reafon why he delays his difcovery, name-
Iy, his care not to grieve her with fuch a terrible {cene of flaugher :

o :
Befides, the death of the female fervants is to fucceed, and it

b gl would
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would have been indecent to have made her affifting or prefent
at their execution. The Poet reaps a further advantage from th_lS
conduct; for by it he introduces the difcovery to Penelope, ir
a time of leifure, and finds an opportunity to defcribe at large
that furprizing and tender incident.

XXXV.

VERSE 477, " Vaday the melancholy labour done)
Drive to yow' court —-—

It would in thefe ages, oblferves Dacier, be thought barbarous irx
a Kingto command his fon to perform an execution of fo much hor—
rour: but antiently it was thought no dithonour: Thus in the
Scriptures Gideon having taken Zeba and Sulmana, two Midizrz
Kings, commands his fon to kill them wich the fivord in his pre—
fence : Bur, continues that author, 1 with Homer had deviated
from this cuftom, that he had given both Ulyffes and Telemachzes
fentiments of miore humanity, and fpar'd his Reader a defcription
of fuch a terrible execution. I am not delighted with any thing
that has 2 tendency to Inhumanity more than that Lady ; bur ic
may be anfwer'd, that Homer was obliged to write according to
the cuftom of the age. Pirgil has afcrib’d an a& more cruel to
the pious Aneas, who facrifices feveral unfortunate young men
who were his captives. £n. 11. @. 135.

Then, piniowd with their hands bebind, appear
T unbappy captives, mavching in the rear ;
Appointed off 'vings in the wittor's name,

o [prinkle with their blood the funeral flame. Dryden.

This a& is to be afcrib’d to the manner of the age, and the cu-
ftoms of war in the days of Aneas, and not to his inhumanity' :
But here it may feem eflential to the very nature of Epic Poetry to
relate this a& of juftice: The moral of it is, to fee the good re-
warded and the wicked punifhed, in the conclufion of the Fable.
Thele criminals Tad been' as guilty in' their feveral capacities

as
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as the Suitors themfelves; it was therefore neceflary that their
punifhment fhould be fer before the Reader, as well as that of
the Suitors.

XXXVL B

VERSE 505. Thus on fome tree hung firuggling in the fnare.]

Nothing can better reprefent to us the Image of thefe {ufferers

than this fimilicude of a bird taken by the neck in a gin or fnare:
Hobbs in his verfion has omitted it; and Dacier %ms abridg’d
the whole defcription.

Euflathius is pleafant upon the death of thefe wantons. What
a certain perfon, fays he, once fpoke of a fig-tree, on which
his clamorous wife had hang’d herfelf, wix. I wifs all trees
bove fuch fruit; may be applyd to thefe ropes, Ir awere to be
wift'd that all noofes could catch fuch birds. This remark has
cfcap'd the notice of Madam Dacier; becaufe the race of clamo-
rous women has been long extiné, ind therefore there was no
occafion to preferibe a remedy for a difeafe unknown to thefe

happy ages.
XXXVILI.

VERSE 527. Bring fulphur ffait and fire-——] The rea-
fon why Ulyffes orders fulphur to be brought, is, becaufe
every thing was thought to be polluted by a dead body,
and he ufes it by way of purification. The fame opinion

165

prevaild amongft the Hebrews as well as Greeks, as the Scrip- |

g
tures inform us. Thus alfo in ¥ob it is faid, Brimflone fball be [cat-

tered upom his habitation. xviil. 15. which is thoughe to allude to
this cultom. Liwy mentions this practice amongl(t the Romans,

lib. 30.¢. 15. Habet ¢& in veligionibus locum ad expiandas fuffitu

llIOWZOJ' .

Homer
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Homer delcribes the female fervants defcending with torches 3
this is done to fhew the exa& time of the a&ion of this books
which is comprehended in the Evening of the fortieth day.

Uly[fes forbids Eurcylea to bring a better Garment : this lictle par-
ticularity is inferted with judgment; for the difguife of Ulyffes iz
the garb of a beggar contributes to encreafe the incredulity of Pe-
uelope, and confequently to all thofe doubts and fears, and that
firuggle between ﬁme love of 2 Husband and the dread of an Ima-—
poftor, which are the fubjet of the fucceeding Book.

THE
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Euryclea gwakens Penelope with the News of Ulylles's returss
and the death of the Suitors. Penclope fearcely credits ber, buz
Juppofes fome God has punifi'd them, and defeends from her aparz—
ment in doubt. At the firfp imterview of Ulylles and Penelo—
pe, jze is quite unfatisfyd. Minerva refloves him to the beanty
of his yoush; léut the Queen continues incredulous, till by fome c7z"—

cumflances b is convinced, and falls into all the tranfports of paffe—
on and tendernefs. 'They vecount to each other all that has paf?
during their long [feparation. The ‘mext morning Ulyfles, arming:
himfelf and bis friends, goes from the city to wifit his Father.
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HEN to the Qxem; as in repofe
{he lay; ‘

().

The Nurfe witheager rapture fpeeds
her way;

The tranfports of her faithful heart
{upply
A fudden youth, and give her wings to fly.
And fleeps my child? the rev’rend matron cries: s
Ulyjfes lives! arife, my child, arife! _
VoL V. e At
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At length appears the long-expected hour!
Ulyffes comes! The Suitors are no more!
No more they view the golden light of day;
roArife, and -bléié thee with the glad furvey! [joyn’d>
Touch’d at her words, the mournful Queen re-
Ah! whither wanders thy diftemper’d mind?
The righteous pow’rs who tread the flarry skiess,
The weak enlighten and confound the wife;
s And human thought, with unrefifted {way,
Deprefs or raile, enlarge or take away:
Truth, by their high decree, thy voice forfakes,
And Folly, with the tongue of Wifdom {peaks.
Unkind, the fond illufion to impofe!
20 Was it to flatter, or deride my woes?

Never did I a fleep fo {weet enjoy,

Since my dear Lord left fthaca for Troy :

Why muft I wake to grieve, and curfe thy thore ?

O 7roy — may never tongue pronounce thee more!
>’ Be gone: another might have felt our rage,

But-age is facred, and we fpare thy age.
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To whom with warmth: My foul a lie difdains;

UlyfJes lives, thy own Ulyffes reigns:

‘That ftranger, patient of the Suitors wrongs,

And the rude licence of ungovern’d tongues, 30
He, he is thine! thy fon, his latent gueit 4
Long knew, but lock’d the fecret in his breaft;
With well-concerted art to end his woes,

And burft at once in vengeance on the foes.

While yet fhe {poke, the Queen in tranfport {prung ;s
Swift fromthe couch, and round the matron hung;
Faft from her eye defcends the rolling tear,

Say, once more fay, i1s my Uly/Jes here?
How could that numerous and outragious band
By one be flain, tho’ by an Heroe’s hand? ©
I faw it not, the cries, but heard alone,

When death was bufy, a loud dying groan,
The damfel train turn’d pale at every wound,
Immurd we fate, and catch’d each pafling found;
When Death had feiz’d her prey, thy fon attends, 4;
And at his nod the damfel train defcends;

Zi 2 There




172 HOMER's ODYSSEYT. Boox XXIIT.
‘There terrible in arms Ulyfes ftood, |
And the dead Suitors almoft fivam in blood ;

Thy heart had leap’d the Heroe to furvey,
soStern as the furly lion o'er his prey,

Glorious in gore!— now with fulphureous fires>'

The dome he purges, now the flame afpires;

Heap’d lie the dead without the Palace walls, ——

Hafte, daughter hafte, thy own Ulyes calls!

55 Thy every wifh the bounteous Gods beftow,
Enjoy the prefent good, and former woe;
Ulyffes lives his vanquilb’d foes to fce;

He lives to thy Zelemachus and thee!
‘Ah no! with fighs Penelope rejoyn’d,

" 6o Excefs of joy difturbs thy wand’ring mind;
How bleft this happy hour, fhould he appear,
Dear to us all, to me fupremely dear!

Ah no! fome God the Suitors deaths decreed,

. Some God defcends, and by his hand they bleed ;

+55 Blind! to contemn the ftranger’s rightcous caufe,
And violate all hofpitable laws!

2>

The
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The good they hated, and the Pow’rs defy’d;

But heav’n is juft, and by a God they dy’d.

For never muft Ulyffes view this fhore;

Never! the lov’d Ulyffes is no more! @ 7 ye
W hat words (the matron cries) have reach’'d my ears ?

Doubt we his prefence; when he now appears?

Then hear conviétion: Ere the fatal day

That forc’d Ulyffes o'er the watry way,

A Boar fierce-ruthing in the fylvan war o0 <75

Plough’d half his thigh; I faw, I faw the fear, '

And wild with tranfport had reveal'd the -Wound 3

But ere I {poke, he rofe, and check’d the found

Then daughter hafte away! and if a lie ’

Flow from this tongue; then let thy fervant die!8o
To whom with dubious joy the Queen replies;

Wife is thy foul, but errors feize the wife; =

The works of Gods what mortal can furvey;

Who knows their motives, whothall trace their Way !

But learn we inftant how the Suitors trod - 85

The paths of death, by Man or by a God.
| Thus
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Thus fpeaks the Queen, and no reply attends>
But with alternate joy and fear defcends;
At ev'ry ftep debates, her Lord to prove ?
90 Or rufhing to his arms, confefs her love?
Then gliding thro’ the marble valves in ftate,
Oppos’d, before the thining Fire fhe fate.
The Monarch, by a column high enthron’d,
His eye withdrew, and fix'd it on the ground;
o5 Curious to hear his Queen the filence break :
Amaz’d the fate, and impotent to fpeak;
O’er all the man her eyes fhe rolls in vain,
Now hopes, now fears, now knows, then doubts
At length Zelemachus — Oh who can find [again.
10O woman like Penelppe unkind?
Why thus in filence? why with winning charms
Thus flow, to fly with rapture to his arms?
Stubborn the breaft that with no tranfport glows,
When twice ten years are paft of mighty woes:
15 To foftnefs loft, to {ponfal love unknown,
The Gods have form’d that rigid heart of ftone!

O
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O my Zelemachus! the Queen rejoin’d,
Diftralting fears confound my lab’ring mind;
Pow’rlefs to {peak, 1 fcarce uplift my eyes;
Nor dare to queftion: doubts on doubts arife.  ro
O deign he, if Ulyfles, to remove
Thefe boding thoughts, and what he is, to prove!
Pleas’d with her virtuous fears, the King replies,
Indulge, my fon, the cautions of the wife;
Time fhall the truth to {fure remembrance bring: 15
This garb of Poverty belies the King;
WNo more.—This day our deepeft care requires,
Cautious to act what thought mature inipires.
If one man’s blood, tho’ mean, diftain our hands,
The homicide retreats to foreign lands; 120
By us, in heaps th’illuftrious peerage falls,
Th’ important deed our whole attention calls.
Be that thy care, ZTelemachus replies,
The world confpires to fpeak Ulyfes wife;
For Wildom all is thine! lo I obey, ! r25

And dauntlefs follow where you lead the way;
Nor
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Nor fhalt thou in the day of danger find
Thy coward fon degen’rate lag behind.
Then inftant to the bath, (the Monarch cries.
°Bid the gay youth and fprightly virgins rife,
Thence all defcend in pomp and proud array>
And bid the dome refound the mirthful lay ;
While the {weet Lyrift airs of rapture fingss
And forms the dance refponfive to the ftrings.
135 That hence th’ cluded paflengers may fay,
Lo! the Queen weds! we hear the fpoufal lay !
The Suitors death unknown, ’till we remove
Far from-the court, aud a& infpird by Fove.
Thus fpoke the King: Th’ obfervant train obey
4o At once they bathe, and drefs in proud array,
The Lyrift firikes the ftring; gay youths advance
And fair-zon’d damfels form the fprlghtly dance.
The voice, attun’d to inftrumental {ounds,
Afcends the roof; the vaulted roof rebounds ;
us Not unobferv'd: the Greeks eluded fay A
Lo! the Queen weds! we hear the ipoufal lay !

4 Inconftant?
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Inconftant! to admit the bridal hour.
Thus they —but nobly chafte the weds no more.

Mean-while the weary’d King the bath afcends;
With faithful cares Eurynome attends, ~
O’er every limb a fhow’r of fragrance fheds:
Then dreft in pomp, magnificent he treads. =
The Warrior-Goddefs gives his frame to fhine -
With majefty enlarg’d, and grace divine.
Back from his brows in wavy ringlets fly (55
His thick large locks, of Hyacinthine dye.
As by fome artift to whom Vulkan gives
His heav’nly skill, a breathing image lives;
By Pallas taught, he frames the wond’rous mold,
And the pale filver glows with fufile gold:
So Pallas his heroic form improves
With bloom divine, and like a God he moves;
More high he treads, and ifluing forth in ftate,
Radiant before his gazing Confort fate.
And oh my Queen! he cries; what pow’r above 165
Has fteel'd that heart, averfe to fpoufal love !

Vor. V. S Canft

150 -
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Cantt thou, Penelgpe, when heav’n reftores
Thy loft Ulyffes to his native thores,
Canft thou, oh cruel, unconcern’d {urvey
7o Thy loft UlyfJes, on this fignal day ?
Hafte, Euryclea, and difpatchful fpread
For me, and me alone, th’imperial bed:
My weary nature craves the balm of reft: _
But heavn with Adamant has arm’d her breaft.
175, Ah no! fhe cries, a tender heart I bear,
A foe to pride ; no adamant is there;
And now, ev’n now it melts! for fure I fee
Once more Uljffes my belovd in thee!
Fixd in my foul as when he fail'd to ray,
w0 His image dwells: then hafte the bed of joy!
Hafte, from the bridal bow’r the bed tranflate,
Fram’d by his hand, and be it dreft 1n ﬂate.'_‘

Thusfpeaksthe Queen, fill dubious, with difguife
Touch’d at her words, the King with warmth replies,
*s Alas for this! what mortal ftrength can move

T’ enormous burthen, who but heav’n above?

It
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It mocks the weak attempts of human hands;

But the whole earthmuft move;, if heav’n commands.

Then hear fure evidence; while we difplay

Words feal'd with facred truth, and truth obey: £

This hand the wonder fram’d; An olive {pread

Full in the court its ever-verdant head,

Vaft as fome mighty column’s bulk on high

The huge trunc role, and heav’d into the sky;

Around the tree I raisd a nuptial bow’r,

And roof’d defenfive of the ftorm and fthow’r;

The fpacibus valve, with art inwrought, conjoins ;

And the fair dome with polifh’d marble fhines.

I lopp’d the branchy head; aloft in twain

Sever’d the bole, and fmooth’d the fhining grain; 06

Then pofls, capacious of the frame, I raife,

And bore it, regular from fpace to fpace:

Athwart the frame, at equal diftance lye

Thongs of tough hides, that boaft a purple dye;

Then polithing the whole, the finifh'd mold

With filver fhone, with elephant, and gold.
Aaz But

19§
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But if o’erturn’d by rude, ungovern'd hands,

Or ftill inviolate the olive flands,

'Tis thine, oh Queen, to fay: And now impart,
*1oIf fears remain, or doubts diftract thy heart?

While yet he fpeaks, her pow’rs of life decays,

She fickens, trembles, falls, and faints away :

At length recov’ring, to his arms fhe flews

And ftrain’d him clofe, as to his breaft fhe grew 3
*5'The tears. pour’d. down amain: And oh, fhe cries.,

Let not againt thy fpoufe thine anger rife!.

Q vers'd in every turn of human art,

Forgive the weaknefs of a woman’s heart?

The righteous pow’rs that mortal lots dlfpefe,
=2 Decree us to fuftain a length of woes,

And from the flow’r of life, the blifs deny

To bloom together; fade away; and dye.

O let me; let: me not thine anger move,

That I forbore, thus, thus, to {peak my love;
=5 Thus in fond kifles, while the tranfport warms,

Pour out my foul, and dye within thy arms!
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I dreaded fraud! Men, faithlefs men, betray
Our eafy faith, and make the fex their prey:
Againft the fondnefs of my heart I ftrove,
"Twas caution, oh my Lord ! not want of love: z3e
Like me had Helen fear’d, with wanton charms,
Erc the fair Mifchief fet two worlds in arms,
Ere Greece rofe dreadful in th’avenging day,.
Thus had fhe fear’d, the had not gone aftray.
But heav’'n, averfe to Greece, in wrath decreed 235
"That the thould wander, and that Greece thould bleed :.
Blind to the ills that from injuftice flow,
She colour’d all our wretched lives with woe.
But why thefe forrows, when my Lord arrives?
I yield, I yield! my own Ulyffes lives! A el
The fecrets of the bridal bed are known.
To thee, to me, to Afforis. alone,
(My father’s prefent in the fpoufal’ hour,
The fole attendant on our genial bow’r.).
Since what no eye has feen thy tongue revealld; 245
Hard and diftruftful as. I am, 1 yield..

Touch’d
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Touch'd to the foul the King with rapture hear
| Hangs round her neck, and fpeaks his joy in tear:
As to the thipwreck’d mariner, the fhores

‘ *s°Delightful rife, when angry Neprane roarss

Then, when the furge in thunder mounts the sky
And gulph’d in crouds at once the failors dye,

If one more happy, while the tempeft raves
Out-lives the tumult of conflicting waves,

*5 All pale, with ooze deform’d, he views the {trand,
And plunging forth with tranfport grafps the land.
The ravifld Queen with equal rapture glows,
Clailps her lov'd Lord, and to his bofom grows.
Nor had they ended till the morning ray:

*But Pallas backward held the rifing day,

The wheels of night retarding, to detain

The gay Aurora in the wavy main:

Whofe flaming’ ﬁeeds, emerging thro’ the night,

Beam o’er the eaftern hills with ftreaming light.
*6s At length Ulffes with a figh replies:

Yet Fate, yet cruel Fate repofe denies;
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A Iabour long, and hard, remains behind;

By heav'n above, by hell beneath enjoin’d:

For, to 7irefias thro’ th’eternal gates

Of hell I trod, to learn my future fates. 250

But end we here—the night demands repofe,

Be deck’d the couch! and peace a-while, my woes!
To whom the Queen: ’Thy word we f{hall obey,

And deck the couch; far hence be woes away!

Since the juft Gods who tread the ftarry plains 275

Reftore thee fafe, fince my Ulyffes reigns. -

But what thofe perils heav’n decrees, impart;

Knowledge may grieve, but fear diftralts the heart.
To this the King. Ah why mutft I difclofe

A dreadful ftory of approaching woes? 1 aka

Why in this hour of tranfport wound thy ears,

When thou muft learn what I muft {peak with tears?

Heav'n, by the Zheban ".gh(')i’c,’ thy fpoufe decrees

Torn from thy arms, to fail a length of feas; ' '

From realm to realm a Nation to explore 285
Who ne’er knew falt; or heard the billows roar, -
4 | WY “Nor
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Nor faw gay veflel ftem the furgy plain, =
A painted wonder, flying on the main.

An Oar my hand muft bear; a fhepherd eyes
»°The unknown inftrument with ftrange {urprizes
And calls a Corn-van: This upon the plain

I fix, and hail the Monarch of the main;
Then bathe his altars with the mingled gore
Of victims vow’d, a ram, a bull, a boar :

5 Thence {wift re-failing to my native fhores,

 Due vi@ims {lay to all th’zthereal pow’rs.

1 Then heavn decrees in peace to end my days,
And fteal my felf from life by flow decays ;
Unknown to pain in age refign my breath,

300 When late flern Neptune points the fhaft of death -
To the dark grave retiring as to reft;

e ——

My people blefling, by my people bleft.
| Such future fcenes th’all-righteous pow’rs difplay,

| By their dread * Seer, and fuch my future day.
5o To whom thus firm of foul: If ripe for death,
And full of days, thou gently yield thy breath;

* > .
s Tyrehay - ' While
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While heav'n a kind releafe from ills forefhows,
Triumph, thou happy vior of thy woes!

But Earyclea with difpatchful care,

And fage Eurynome, the couch prepare :
Inftant they bid the blazing torch difplay
Around the dome an artificial day;

Then to repofe her fteps the Matron bends,
And to the Queen Eurynome defcends;

A torch fhe bears to light with guiding fires 315
The royal pair; fhe guides thems and retires.

Then inftant his fair {poufe Ulyffes led

To the chafte love-rites of the nuptial bed.

And now the blooming youths and fprightly fair
Ceale the gay dance, and to their reft repair; 329
But in difcourfe the King and Confort lay,

While the foft hours flole unperceivid away;

Intent he hears Penelope difclofe

A mournful flory of dometftic woes,

His fervants infults, his invaded bed, X
How his whole flocks and herds exhaufted bled,

Vor. V. Bb His

3I0
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His generous wines difhonour'd fhed in vains
And the wild riots of the Suitor-train.

The King alternate a dire tale relates,

330 Of wars, of triumphs, and difaftrous fatess

All he unfolds: His lif¥ning fpoufe turns paIe
With pleafing horror at the dreadful tale,
Sleeplefs devours each word; and hears, how 11
Cicons on Cicons fwell th’enfanguin’d plain ;
335 How to the land of Lote unbleft he fails 5
And images the rills, and flowry vales:
How dafl’d like dogs, his friends the Cyclops tore
(Not unreveng'd) and quaff’d the fpouting gor
How, the loud ftorms in prifon bound, he fails
*#From friendly Zilus with profp’rous gales; i+
Yet Fate withftands! a fudden tempeft roars
And whirls him groaning from his native”?‘{bores
How on the barb’rous Lefirigonian coaft, =
By favage hands his fleet and friends he loft;
345s How fcarce himfelf furvivd: He paints thebow 2
The fpells of Girce, and her magic POWr‘ 189 1T
Hiis
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His dreadful journey to the realms benecath,
To feek Zirefias in the vales of death;
How in the doleful manfions he furvey'd
His royal mother, pale Anticlea’s fhade; . 4550
And friends in battle flain, heroic ghofts!
Then how unharm’d he paft the Siren-coafts,
The juftling rocks where fierce Charybdis raves,
And howling Styllz whirls her thund’rous waves,
The cave of death! How his companions flay 355
The oxen facred to the God of day,
"Till Fove in wrath the ratling Tempeft guides,
And whelms th’offenders in the roaring tydes:
How ftruggling thro’ the furge, he reach’d the fhores i
Of fair Og)gm, and Calypfo’s bow’rs; 360
Where the gayblooming Nymph conftrain’d his ﬁay,
With fweet relutant amorous delay;
And promis’d, vainly promis’d, to beftow
{mmortal life exempt from age and woe:
How favd from florms Pbmmas coaft he trod, 165
3y great Alcinoss honour'd as a God,

Bb 2 Who
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Who gave him laft his country to: behold; -
With change of rayment, brafs; and heaps of gold-
He ended, finking into' fleep, and fhares
370 A fweet forgetfulnefs of all his cares.
Soon as foft {lumber eas'd the toils of day,:
Minerva rufhes thro’ th’aereal way,
And. bids Aurora with her golden wheels
Flame from the Ocean o’er the eaftern hills:
375 Uprofle Ulyffes from the genial bed,
And thus with thought mature the Monarch faid.
My Queen, my confort! thro’ a length of years,
We drank the cup of forrow mix’d with tears,
Thou, for thy Lord; while me th’immortal pow’rs
380 Detain’d relutant from my native fhores.
Now, bleft again by heav’n, the Queen difplay,
And rule our Palace with an equal fway:
Be it my care, by loans, or martial toils,
To throng my empty’d folds, with gifts or fpoils.
385 But now I hafte to blefs Laertes’ eyes
With fight of his Ulyffes ere he dies;
The
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The good old man, to wafting woes a prey,
Weeps a fad life in folitude away..
But hear; tho’ wife! This morning fhall unfold
The deathful fcene, on Heroes, Heroes roll'd; - 39°
Thou with thy Maids ‘within the Palace ftay,.
From all the fcene of tumult far away!
He fpoke, and fheath'd in arms, inceflant flies:
To wake his fon; and bid his friends arife.
To arms! aloud he cries: His friends obey; ”i 395
With glittring arms their manly limbs array, . o
And pafs the City-gate; Ulyffis leads the way.
Now flames the rofy dawn, but Pailas {hrouds
The Iatet_»warric)rs in a veil of clouds.




