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X , I F E  A N D  A D V E N T U R E ,  

O F 

R O B I N S O N  C R U S O E .  

V O L U M E  T H E  F I R S T #  

,SU J*s Was born in the year 
*f 3* 163Z, in the city of York, 
* I «f of a good family, though 

^ v not of that country, my 
father being a foreigner 

* ' of Bremen, who fettled 
fhft at Hull: he got a good eftate by 
merchandize, and leaving off his trade, 
lived afterwards at York, from whence 
he had married my mother, whofe re-
lations were named Robinlon, a very 
«ood family in that country, and from 
whom I was called Robinfon Kreutz-
naer 5 but, by the ulual corruption of 
words in England, we are now called, 
pay, we call ourfeives, and write our 
name, Crufoe 3 and fp my companions 
always called me. 

I had two elder brothers, one ot 
which was a lieutenant-colonel to an 
Engiifh regiment of foot in Flanders, 
formerly commanded by the famous 
Colonel Lockhart, and was killed at 
the battle near Dunkirk againft the 
Spaniards : what became of my fecond 
brother, I never knew, any more than 
my father or mother did know what 
was become of me. 

Being the third fon of the family, 
and net bred to any trade, my head 

began to be filled very early with ram­
bling thoughts: my father, who was 
very ancient, had given me a compe­
tent (hare of learning, as far as no" Re­
education, and a country free-fchooL 
generally goes, and defigned me tor 
the law 5 but I would be fatisfied with 
nothing but going to fea j and my in­
clination to this led me fo ftrongly a-
gainft the will, nay, the commands, 
of my father, and againft all the m-
treaties and perfuafions of my mother 
and other friends, that there feemed to 
be fomething fatal in that propenfion 
of nature, tending direaiy to the lite 
of mifery which was to betal me. 

My father, a wife and grave man, 
gave me ferious and excellent counlel 
againft what heforefawwas my defign. 
Hecalledmeonemorning intohis cham­
ber, where he was confined by the gout, 
and expoftulated very warmly with me 
upon this fubjea: he afked me, what 
reafons, more than a mere wandering 
inclination, I had for leaving my faT 
ther's houfe and my native country, 
where I might be well introduced, and 
had a profpea of raifing my fortune 
by application and induftry, with a 
life of eafe and pleafure; he told me. 



6 ROBINSON CRUSOE. 
on TS Ttn ° r defPerate fortunes on 
one hand, or of afpiring fnper/or for-
JiroaH °n the ,0tJ,er' and who went a-
broad upon adventures, to rife by en-
terpnze and make themfelvts famous 

""dertakings of a nature out of the 
77 road? 'hat there things were 
heln ei" too Far above me, orloo far 
« w a s  t h e  m i d d i «  
,* l V vvhat nt'ght be caJied the up-

found hv f L'fe' Which he had found, by Jong experience, was the 
eft 1' h"6 I world' 'he molt fuit-
ed to human happ.nefs, not expnfeft to 
the mtftries and hardthips, the labour 
manl- drmg7f them«hanick part of 
mankind and not embarrajfed with 
he ptide, luxury, ambition, and envy 

of the upper part of mankind. He 

nets o/'thisZe' fe°f the 
viz thJ ' by this one thing, 
wH; k m lS was the ftate of life which ail other people envied: that 

ings have frequently lamented the 
tT» k™ e,Utnc£s of heing born 
to great things, and wilhed they had 
keen placed in the middle of the two 

great-"'hat th — and ^ great, that the wjfe man gave his teC 

" k "  

CJ? ?• w 
I L i j l"d ; but 'hat the middle 

had the feweft difafters anrl 

man! • A higher or Jower part of 
rfled "toV nay' th^were "ot fob 
eafneft fo ,man7 d'dempers and un-
tlfoli were who hody or mind, as 

and 

]uences of their way ofjivino-- timf 
'he middle ftation of life was c'alcu-

klnd o0/ a'' Jand °f Vlrtlles> and all 
, of enjoyments; that peace and 
Plenty were the handmaids S j; 

d.e fortune j th3t temperance, mode-

way men went lilently and fmoothly 
,he w°f'd> and comfortably 

,°"i °f V with 
labours °f the hands, or of the head, 
not fold to a life of ilavery for daily 

read, or harrafled with perplexed cir-
cumftances, which rob the foul of 
Peace, and the body of reft • Z ° 
raged with the pa/on of enVy, or he" 

&ghUft -°f ami^" for 
lances ^fw5 '7 ea^ circ»m-ances, (1 ding gently through the 
world, and feniibly taft-ng the fweets 
of living, without the bitter: feeling 
every day-are and 'earning by 
fenfibl^ SeXfe,,£nCe t0know " ™o» 

fter this, heprefled me earneftly 
and m he molt affeHionate manner' 
not to play the young nian or to * 
cipitate myfelf j„to miferies, which 
natuie, and the ftation of life J wa-

t0 have Provided a-
ff feeLng myZSeadnde,hanf0bne,:effity 

dowmeij4.mi;Zdii?„^rz 

and happy m the world, it nvfft hi 
my mere fate or fault that mZ ft. • * 
der it; and that he Aouldhat '"" 

charfed "»« d'f-

give me any encoura?ementZ' 
way: and to ciofe aif ?,! , m g° a" 
had my elder brother fo, a, °i 1 

to whom he had ufed the faZ mp % 
perfuafions, to keen h m earneft 
into the io^-^uXy 7ar TuZ'g 
?ot Prevail, his .young ckfires " 
'"g him to run into fhfaimv T" '' 
he was killed , and thoLfahe'Zft Z 
would not ceafe tn r 

d^courfeT^ichJas^Z h'"a 

tears run down h|3 flee 0bfei'v"] "!? 
fu"}'> eiPecialiy when he fpokeof my 

brother 

•ROBINSON CRUSOE.  J 
brother who was kilted ; arid that when Though my mother refuted fo move 
he lpoke of my having leifure to re- it to my father, yet I heard afterwards^ 
pent, and none to aflift me, he was fo that Ihe reported all the difcourfe to* 
moved, that he broke off the difcourfe, him ; and that my father, after fliew-
and told me, his heart was fo full he ing a great concern at it, faid to her, 
could fay no more to me. with a figh, 4 That boy might be hap-

I was fincerely afflicted with this 4 py> if he would ftay at home ; but 
difcourfe, as indeed who could be c if he goes abroad, he will be the 
otherwife ! and I refolved not to think c moft miferable wretch that ever was-
of going abroad any more, but to fet- * born! I can give no confentto it.' 
tie at home according to my father's It was not till almoft a year after 
defire: but, alas! a few days wore it this that I broke loole, though in the 
all off; and, in fhort, to prevent any mean time I continued obftiriately deaF 
of my father's farther importunities, in to- all propofals of fettling to bulinels> 
a few weeks after, I refolved to run and frequently expoftulating with my 
quite away from him. However, I father and mother, about their being 
did not at\ fo haftily neither, as the fo pofitively determined again ft whae 
firft heat of my refolution prompted ; they knew my inclinations prompted 
but I took my mother at a time when me to. But being one day at Hulf> 
I thought her a little pleafanter than whither I went cafually, and without 
ordinary; and told her, that my any purpofe of making an elopement 
thoughts were fo entirely bent upon that time; but, I fay, being there, 
feeing the world, that I fhould never and one of my companions being go-
fettle to any thing with refolution ing by fea to London, in his father's 
enough to go through with it; and fbip, and prompting me to go with 
my father had better give me his con- them, with the common allurement of 
fent, than force me to go without it; a feafaring man, that it fliould coll; me 
that I was now eighteen years old! nothing for my paftage ; I confulted 
which was too late to go apprentice to neither father or mother any more, 
a trade, or clerk to an attorney; that nor fo much as fent them word of it 5. 
I was fure, if I did, I fhould never but leaving them to hear of it as they 
ferve out my time, (but I (hould cer- might, without a/king God's blefling, 
tainly run away from my mafter be- or my father's, without any confidera-
fore my time wa3 out, and go to fea 5 tion of circumftances or confequenccs, 
and if Ihe would fpealc to my father to and in an ill hour, (God knows !') 011 
let me go one voyage abroad, if I came the firft of September 1651, I went on 
home again, and did not like it, I board a Ihip bound for London. Ne-
would go no more, and I would pro- ver any young adventurer's misfor-
mife, by a double diligence, to reco- tunes, I believe, began fooner, or 
ver the time that I had loft. continued longer than mine : the 

This put my mother into a great was no fooner got out of the Humber, 
paffion: Ihe told me, Ihe knew it but the wind began to blow, and the 
would be to no purpofe to fpeak to fea to rife in a moft frightful manner $ 
my father upon any fuch fubjeft; that and as I had never been at fea before, 
he knew too well what was my intereft, I was moft inexpreflibly fick in body, 
to give his confent to any thing fo and terrified in mind. I began now 
much for my hurt; and that fhe won- ferioufly to reflect upon what I had 
dered how I could think of any fuch done, and how Juftly I was overtaken 
thing, after the difcourfe I had had by the judgment of Heaven for my 
with my father, and luch kind and wicked leaving my father's houfe, and 
tender expreflions as fhe knew my abandoning my duty; all the good 
father had ufed to me: and that, in counfel of my parents, my father's 
Ihort, if I would ruin myfelf, there tears and my mother's intreaties came 
was no help for me ^ but I might de- now frefh into my mind ; and my con-
pend I fliould never have their confent fcience, which was not yet come to the 
to it; that, for her part, fhe would pitch of hardnefs to which it has been 
not have fo much hand in my deftruc- fince, reproached me with the contempt 
tion 5 and I fhould never have it to fay, of advice, and the breach of fny.duty 
that my mother was willing, when my - to God and my father, 
father was not. Ail this while the ftorm increased, 

a ai 



and the Tea went very high, though 
nothing like what I have feen many 
tunes fince; no, nor what I faw a 
few days after ; but it was enough to 
affect me then, who was but a young 
failor, and had never known any 
thing of the matter. I expetted every 
wave woul<J have fvvalJowed us up, 
and that every time the /hip fell down, 
as X thought it did, in the trough or 
hollow ot the fea, we /hould never 
rife moie. In this agony of mind, 1 
made many vows and refolutions, that 
if it would pleafe God to fpare my 
life in this one voyage, if ever I got 
©nee my foot upon dry land again, I 
would go direaiy home to my father, 
and never fet it into a /hip again while 
I lived ; that I would take his advice 
and never run myfelf into fuch mife-
ries as thefe any more. Now I faw 
plainly the goodnefs of his obferva-
tions about the middle ftation of life 
how eafy, how comfortable he had 
lived a 1 his days, and never had been 
expofed to tempefts at fea, or trouble 
on /hore; and, in /hort, I refolved 
that I would, like a true repentin-
prodigal, go home to my father. 

Thefe wife and fober thoughts con­
tinued ail the while the fform continued, 
and indeed fome time after; but the 
next day the wind was abated, and the 
fea ea rner, and I began to be a little 
inured^ to it. However, I was very 
ITr 1°ah tha/ day> beinS ̂  * little 
fea-lick ftill; but towards night the 
weather cleared up, the wind was quite 
over, and a charming £ne evening fol­
lowed ; the fun went down perfeaiy 
clear, and rofe fo the next morning; 
and having little or no wind, and a 
fmooth fea, the fun /Inning upon it, the 
light was, as I thought, the mo ft de­
lightful that ever I faw. 

I had ilept well in the night, and 
was now no more fea-lick, but very 
chearful; look.ng with wonder upon 
the lea, that was to rough and terrible 
the day before, and could be fo calm 
nd fo pleafant in fo little a time after • 

and now, left my good refolutions 
j~°, • continue, my companion, who 

had indeed inticed me away, comes 
to me, « Well, Bob!' fays he, clappino-

me upon the Ihoulder, < how do you do 
after tt ? I warrant you were frighted, 

« laft night, when it blew 
. |?ut a capfui of wind?'—( A capful, 

ye call Jtl' faid X^ « it was a ter. 

11 UXVUbOli. 

i b,e f!orm''-e A ftorm, you fool 

: ZU1 'wf he: 'd° you call that i 
, . m r Why, it was nothing at all i 

btve us but a good /hip, and fea-
room, and we think nothing of fuch 

< a fquallof wind as that: but, you're 
' ̂ ut a freftl-water failor, Bob: tome 

let us make a bowl of punch, and 
, f 11 forget all that. D'ye fee what 

charming Weather 'tis now?' To 
make /hort this fad part of my ftorv, 
we went the way of all failed; the 
punch was made, and I was made half 
drunk with it, and in that one night'" 
wickednefs I drowned all my repent­
ance, all my reflections on myp'aft con­
duct, all my refolutions for the future. 
In a word, as the fea was returned to 
calmer0 K u furface, and fettled 
calmneis, by the abatement of that 
ftoim, fo the hurry of my thoughts 
r & ®Vfr,« ^ears a"d apprehen-
fions of being fwallowed up by the 
fta being forgotten, and the current of 
my former defires returned, I entirely 
forgot the vows and promifes that I 
made in my diftrefs. I found indeed 
fome intervals of reflexion, and the 
fenous thoughts did, as it were, endea­
vour to return again fometimes j but 
I fliook them oft nd rouzed myfelf 
from them, as it j --from a diftemper j 
and applying myfelf to drinking and 
company, foon mattered the return of 
thofe fits, (for fo I called them ;) and I 
nfeat T ^ °l f,X da>S' as com-pleat a victory over my confcience, as 
any young fellow that refolved not to 
be troubled ,71th it could defire: but 

7™ t0 !lave another trial for it ftiil a 
and Providence, as in fuch cafes gene­
ra ly it does, refolved to leave me en­
tirely'without excuCe; for if X would 
not take this for a deliverance, the 
next was to be fuch a one, as the worft 
and mott hardened wretch among us 
would confefs both the danger and the 
mercy. 0 

The fixth day of our being at fea, we 
came into Yarmouth roads; the wind 
having been contrary, and the weather 
calm, we had made but little way lince 
the ftorm. Here we were obliged to 
come to an anchor, and here we lay, 
the w,nd continuing contrary, viz. at 
„ ' ,Y"  f ° r  f e v e n  o r  e i ght  days ;  dur ing  
which time, a great many/hips fron* 
Newcaftle came into the fame roads, 
as the common harbour where the /hips 
might watt for a wind for the river. 

We 
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. We haf! not, however, rid here folong 
.but we' /hould have tided it up the 
river, but that the wind blew too fre/hj; 
and, after we had lain four or five 
days, blew very hard, However, the 
roads being reckoned as good as an 
harbour, the anchorage good, and our 
ground-tackie very Ztrong, our mefi 
'were unconcerned, and not in the leaft 
apprehenfive of danger; but fpent the 
time in reft and mirth, after the man­
ner of.the fea* but the eighth day in 

..the moaning, the wind increafed, and 
.we had all hands at work to ftrike our 
top-mafts, and make everything fnug 
and dole, that the fhip might ride as 
eafy as .poffible. By noon, the 

.went very high indeed, and our /hip 
rid foreqpftle-in, /hipped feveral fea's, 
and we thohght once or twice o.tlr 
qncbor had come home; upoh which, 
Qjjr mafter ordered out the ftieet-anchor; 
fo. that we rode with two anchors a 
head, and the cables veered out to the 
better end. 

By thi> time, it blew a terrible ftorm 
indeed ! and, now I.began to fee terror 
and anpzement in the faces even of 
the feVme\i themfeives. The mafter, 
though Vigilant in the bufmefs of pre-
fervirtg the /hip, yet as he went in and 
.out of his cabin by me, I could kear 
him, foftiy to himfelf, fa^ feveral 
times; 4 Lord be merciful to us! we 
* /half be all"loft, we (hall be all un-
,l doqeT: a,nd the like. During thefe 
firft hurries, I was ftupid, lying ftill 
in. my cabin, which was in the fteerage, 
a n d  c a n n o t  d e f c r i b e  m y  t e m p e r .  I  
could ill refume .the firft penitence 
which I had fo apparently trampled 
u p o n ,  a n d  h a r d e n e d  m y f e l f  a g a i n f t  :  I  
thought the bitternefs of death had 
been paft; and that this would be'no­
thing too, like the firft. But when the 
mafter. himfelf came by me, as I faid 
juft now, and fai"d we /hould be all loft, 
I was dreadfully frighted: I got up 
opt of my cabin, and looked out; but 
fuch a difmal fight I never faw,': the 
fea went mountains high, and broke 
upon us every three or four minutes. 
When I could look about, I could fee 
nothing but diftrefs round us: two 
/hips-that rid near us, we found, had 
cut, their mafts by the board, being 
deep loaden; and our men cried out, 
that a /hip which rid about a mile a 
head of us, wag foundered. Two 
more /hips, being driven from their 

anchors, were run out of the roads to 
fea, at all adventures, and that not with 
a maft /landing/ Th: light/hips fared 
the beftj as not fo much labouring in 
the fea; but two or three of them drover, 
and came clofe by us, running away* 
with only their fprit-fail out, before 
the wind. 

Towards t5ie evening, the rtifitfe aiid 
boatfwain begged the mafter of our 
/hip to let them cut away the fore-maft, 
which he %as very unwilling to do : 
but the boatftvOiif protefting'to him, 
that if he did not, the /hip would 
founder, he confented ; and when they 
had cut away the fore-maft, the main-
maft ftood fo loofe,' and /hook the /hip 

To much, they were Obliged to c'ut her 
away alio, and make a clear deck. 

Any one muft judge what a condi­
tion I muft be in. at all this, wlio was 
but a'young lailOr, and who had been 
in fuch a fright before at but a little. 
But if I can exprefs at this diilance 
the thoughts I lyid about me at that 
time, I was in tenfold more horrOr of 
mind upon account of my former con-
vi£lions, and the having returned from 
them to the refolutions I had wickedly 
taken at firft, than I was at death jt-
felf; and thefe, added to the terror of 
the ftorm, put me into fuch a condi­
tion, that I can by no words defcribe 
it. But the worft was not come yet ; 
the ftorm continued with fuch fury, 
fhat^ the feamen themfelves acknow­
ledger '•hey had never feen a worfe. 
W'< ^d fhip, but /he was deep 
h Mowed in' the fea, that 

v' --ied 

X 

) 
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th«i h.? m me> a"d told me, that I that was able to do nothing be-
fo.e, was as we aide to pump a!a„. 
other; at which I /ti„ ed L, ,/nd went 
w 'iLT/' and.wolked "iy heartily. 

Vhile this was doing, the mailer fee-
glome light colliers, who, notable 

flband0"' thC Were'6b%ed t0 

come aWay t0 the fea> and would .co/D,e near us, ordered to fire a gun as 
t h i n ^ 2  ,  ; 1 ' w h o  k n e w  n o -, thing .what they meant, was fo Air-

broke o, r 1 ''Ts'tr t,le ft'P had 
3 01 ionie thing hap-
that1 'fell1 1 WUld' 1 was r° lu'prized, 
was a time °T" 3 As ti,;s 

own life A t Ws own life to think of, npbody minded 
rae, or what was become of me- but 

and th Tn fkpped up t0 the pump, and, thru ftj ng me a fide with his foot 
"andAt thinkl^ri'ad been de"/; 
to my/bTr 3 g,eat WhjJe tefw'e 1 oa™ 

• We worked on, but the water in. 
tl 63 ,n 'bohold, it was apparent that 

Jhe ywould foamier; Zulh 
toe florm began to a'bate a little vet 
V&v,rs-T pa^Me % conAr 'fwtm 

ill We might run jnto any port, fo the 
ftei contmued fil ing guns for h e l n  

u s  ]  W V ? T d a  b o a t  0 1 1 1  t o  h e j p  
hL> W"h the bazard the 

"fb 03,1,6 near us; but it was'iinpoffible 
torus to get on board, or for thebiatto 
Ae near the/hip's llde, till ?»'- "Ten 
rowing very heartily an' 0 

lire* " v, 

ipon 
heir 
irtly 
the 

ore, 

tin a 
>$f, but 
I under-
|s meant 

by a Jliip foundering in the fea Tm„ft 
acknowledge I had hardly eyes' to kofe 
up, when the leamen toll Seta! 
finking; for, from that moment thev 

fnght, partly with honor of mind 
fore me. 2'"' °f W'm waS ?ot be-' 

While we were in this condition 
brfnfcA iyet la,loun'ng at the oar to' bring the boat nearthe /bore, we could 
tee (when our boat mounting the 
waves, we were able to fee the lore) 
tf® People running ilonl 

c lan to a/lift lis when we fliould 
near; but we made but flow 

able, ,S !he "Iore > "or were wt 
tt i'T , Aore' tilJ being paft 
fell mt lou at Winterton, the fl,ore 
falls off to the weftward towards Cre! 
nei, and lo the land broke off a little 

the v.olence of t),e ^ 

ffffi t, °"gh not without much difficulty, got aj, fafe on ftore™uc" 
walked afterwards on foot to Yar­
mouth. . where, as unfortunate men we 
~hv7l great humanity, as well 
bv the mag,(/rates of the town, who 
a tgned us jgood quarters, as by par 
and 'f ™erchants and owners of fl,fps , 
can-vt JT"ejgiVen Us Sufficient to 

> lis either to London, or back to 
Htiij, as we thought fit. 
oJr3'I1 ,n°w had the fetlfe to have 

swsa s f (hin i C r me' for> faring the 
vlP We1nt„aw3y was caft a*4y in 

be'fore° hi f °rfd' " W?S 3 great whiie 

was not drowned.^ ''a,lCeS that 1 

wifhUtJ"yJft-ftte P"flled me 0,1 now, with an obftmacv that nothing could 
loud caHs f °°eh 1 h3d times mud calls from my reafon and mv 
yell iild1 JudgmeiU> to go horned yet I had no power to do it: I know 
not what to call this; nor will lu"°f 
that It ,s a fecret over-ruling decree 
that hurries us on to be the inftfuments 

deft'uftion, even t 
wife "S' 3nd that VV0Puffi upfh with ouz eyes onevs - > 

nothing but fome fbch derreed^ur * 
avoidable mifeiy atfendirig, arid which 
^ was impoflible for iri? to efepl, 

couJd 

\ 
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ftould have pvfhed me forward againft 
the calm reafpnings and perfuafions of 
my moft retired thoughts, and againft 
two fuch vifible inftru&ions as I had 
met with in my firft attempt. 

My comrade, who had helped to 
harden me before, and who was the 
mailer's fon, was now lefs forward 
than I. The fix ft time he fpoke to me 
after we were at Yarmouth, which was 
not till two or three days, for we were 
feparated in the town to leverai quar­
ters; I fay, the fix ft time he law me, it 
appeared his tpne was altered ; and, 
looking very melancholy, and fhaking 
his head, alked me how I did : and 
telling his father who I was, and how 
I had come this voyage only for ,a trial, 
in order go farther abroad ; his father 
turning to me with a very grave and 
concerned tone, ' Young man,' fays 
he, 4 you ought never to go to fea any 
' more; you ought to take this for a 
* plain and vifible token, that you are 
< not to be a feafaringj-man.'—'1 Why, 
< Sir,' faid I; 4 will you go to fea no 
< more V —•4 That is another cafe,' 
faid he ; 4 it is my calling, and there-
.« fore my duty; but as you made this 
* voyage for a trial, you fee what a 
« tafte Heayen has given you, of what 
« you are to expeft, if y°U peril ft: 
« perhaps all this has befallen us on 
1 your accoiurt, like Jonah in the diip 
« of Tarjixifh. Pray,' continues he, 
* what are yon ? and on what account 
* did you go to fpa ?' Upon that I toM 
him fome of my ftory; at the end of 
which, he burft out with a ftrange kind 
of palfion ; c What had I done, fays 
he, 4 that fuch an unhappy wretch 

Ihould come into my ftiip '• I wpuld 
* not fet my foot in the fame fbtip witH 
4 thee again for a thoufand pounds 1* 
This indeed was, as I faid, an excur­
sion of bis fpirits, which were yet agi­
tated by the fenfe of his lols, and was 
farther than he could have authority to 
go: however, he afterwards talked very 
gravely to me, exhorting me to go back 
to my father, and not te.mpt Provi­
dence to my ruin ; told me I might fee 
a vifible hand of Heaven againit me: 
4 And young man,' laid he, 4 depend 
4 upon it, if you do not go back, 
4 wherever you go, y011 will meet 
f with nothing bi\t dilafters and dif-
^ appointments^ till your father's words 
4 are fulftlled upon you.* 

We parted foon after ^ for I made 

him little anfwer, and I fuv him no 
more; which way he went, 1 know not. 
As for me, having fome money in my 
pocket, I travelled London by land ; 
and there, as well as on the road, had 
many Itrnggles with myfelf, what 
courfe of life I Hiould take, and whe­
ther I Ihould go home, or go to fea. 

As to going home, Ihame opppfed 
the beft motions tha£ oftered to my 
thoughts ; and it immediately occurred 
to me hpw I Ihoujd be laughed at 
among the neighbours, and Ihould be 
alhamed to fee, not my fathev and mo­
ther only, but even every body elfe. 
From whence I have fmce often ob-
ferved how incongruous and irrational 
the common temper of mankind is^ 
especially of youth, to that reafon that 
ought to guide them in fuch cafes ; 
viz. that they are not alhamed to fin, 
and yet are alhamed to repent; not 
afhamed of the a^lion, for vtfhich they 
oiight juitly to be efteemed tools ; but 
are alhamed of the returning, which 
only can make them efteemed wife 
men. 

In this ftate of life, however, I re­
mained feme time, uncertain vvh^t 
meafures to take, and what courle of 
life to lead. An irrefiftiblereluftance 
continued to going home ; and as I 
ftaid awhile, the remembrance of the 
tjiftrefs I had been in wore off; and 
as that abated, the little motion I had 
ill my deli res to return, wore off with 
it, till at laft I qifite laid a fide the 
thoughts of it, and Looked out for a 
voyage. , 

That evil influence which carried 
me firft away from my father's houfe, 
which hurried me into the wild and 
indigclfed notion of raifmg my for­
tune, and that inrrprelfed thole conceits 
fo forcibly upon me as to make me 
deaf to all good advice, and to the in-
tieaties, and even the commands, of 
my father; I fay, the fame influence, 
whatever it was, prefented the moft un­
fortunate of all enterprizes to my view ; 
and I went on board a veflel bound to 
the coaft of Africa, or, as our failors 
vulgarly call it, a voyage to Guinea. _ 

ft was my great misfortune, that in 
all thefe adventures I did not Ihip my­
felf as a fail or; whereby, though I might 
indeed have worked a little harder than 
ordinary, yet, at the lame time, I had 
learned the duty and office of a fore-
maft-man >andin time might have qua-

B a lmcd 
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Vfiid. myfelf for a mate or lieutena,/., 
if not for a matter. But as it was al-

V° ,cllu(e for 'he worft; 
Jo Ioid here; for having money in mv 
Pocket, and good cioaths on my back, 

LZ'a)^S 8° 011 boa'd '» the 
I ,a?em cma,i 5" and to I neither 

Jireit«n 7'0t fiFft °f aH t0 fal> '""t° 
fnttygood company m London, which 

S W • TS hal,Pren t0 fucVj°°re 
was "L a >'°Ung as 1 'hen 
to lav r - 7 generally not omittinv 
to JayTome fnare for them very early" 

Ut It was not fo with me; I firft feii 
acquainted with the matter ofathln 

and who, having had very good fuc 
cefs there, was refolved to go avain • 

a faBCy 
attK t •' W 1 was not d'fagreeable 

• • f c ^ s s a s f c ' K  
betnre,!R'V,yTWithhl'il^"d 
mate andTr^ 1 be >"'b mefs-"  a n d  h j s  c o m p a n i o n :  a n d  i f  T  

"So 3 wAhtht capming 

dhfn r adV7tUre with m , Whichbv 

•ably • f0, I r InC',ea!ed vei'y confider-

•cSand h°"e% «-n.y frie!!d !be 

ZZ"7oiUl r be t-ierftood0 by a 
Sme ;'Sv/7^!eiiSht t0 «»ro-• duce me, Iteolf delight to learn ;-and, 
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duft for my adventure, which yiflded" 
me in London, at my rfetnm \>i J? 
3ool. and this filled me with thofe 
alp'rmg thoughts which have fincefo 
compleated my ruin. -

\et' even 111 'his voyage, I had 
misfortunes too; particularly thai? 
was continually fick, beinp- thrl 
into, a, violent calenture by the exceflTve 
in» 1 e.c''mate; our principal trad 
at nf'ng/P0Vhe Coaft> f'om the 

feif. '5 S* N- ^en to the line it! 

I was now fet up for a Guinea tin 
der ; and my friend, to my great mis" 
fortune, dying foon after hfs a"iVaf" 
I f r VE? t0 go the '"ame vovage again -
m e Iho "! •" the fa"'« vfffefwith 
Voyage and3! $'S in the 

of the Attn Th"°W SOt,the conlma"d 
l ^ the unbannieft 

I didSLt131 evermanmade; for though 
frainerf CfP3mte tool, of my new. 
gained wealth, fo that I fiacTaool. left 

^dov;h,cwVJodgetl *ith -y f-ncft 
r w?.w' . vvas ery juft to me: yet 
I fell into terrible misfortunes in this 
our i!5 1 the fil'rt was this: viz. 
out lh,p making her cotlrfe towards 

morning by a Mporilh rover of Sall2 BfiB 
» i » » ' . J  S w  « E l 8 r e ' i  

vims w i' ft'P having twelve 

his fin'-lffn"!/16' and P<)ui i"g in alfo 

gam, and we to defend ourfelves • but 

our other quarter," he Entered ninety 
men 
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men upon our decks, who immediately 
tell to cutting and hacking the decks 
and rigging. We plied them with 
imaii (hot, half-pikes; powder-chefts, 
and fuch like, and cleared our deck 
of them twice. However, to Cut fhort 
this melancholy part of our ftory, our 
ihip being difabled, and three of our 
men killed, and eight wounded, we 
were obliged to yield ; and were car­
ried all prifoners into Sallee, a port be­
longing the Moors. 

The ufa£e I had there was not fo 
drfeadful as at firlt I apprehended j nor 
was I carried up the country, to the 
emperor's court, as the reft ot our men 
were, but <was kept by the captain of 
the rover, as his proper prize, and 
made his flave, being young and nim­
ble, and fit for his bufinefs. At this 
furprizingchange of my circumftances, 
from a merchant to a miferable llave, 
I vvas perfe&ly overwhelmed j and 
now I looked back upon my father's 
prophetick difcourfe to me, that I 
Ihould be miferable, and have none 
to relieve me; which I thought was 
now fo effectually brought to pal's, 
that I could not be wori'e; that now 
the hand of Heaven had overtaken 
me, and I was undone without redemp­
tion. But, alas! this was but a tafte 
of the mifery I was to go through, 
as will appear in the fequel of this 
ltory. 

As my new patron or mafter had 
taken me home to his houfe, fo I was 
in hopes, that he would take me with 
him when he went to fea again, be­
lieving that it would be fome time or 
other his fate to be taken by a Spanifli 
or Portugal man of war ; and that then 
I fliould be fet at liberty. But this 
hope of mine was foon taken away ; 
for when he went to fea, he left me on 
ifhore to look after his little garden, 
and do the drudgery of Haves about 
his houfe ; and when he came home 
again from his cruize, he ordered me 
to lie in the cabin, to look after the 
Ihip. 

Here I meditated nothing but my 
efcape, and what method I might 
take to effeCl it,; but found no way 
that had the ieaft probability in it: no­
thing prefented to make the fuppofi-
tion of it rational ; for I had nobody 
to communicate it to, that would em­
bark with me; no fellow-Have, no 
Englifliman, IriHiman^ or Scotl\jian 
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there, but myfelf; fo that for two 
years', though I often pleafed myfelf 
with the imagination, yet I never had 
the leaft encouraging profpeCt of put­
ting it in practice. 

After about two years, an odd cir-
cumftance prefented itfelf, which put 
the old thoughts of making fome at­
tempt for my liberty again 111 my head; 
my patron lying at home longer than 
ufual, without fitting 'out his fiiip, 
which, as f heard, was for want of 
money, he ufed conftantly, once or 
twice a week, foinetimes oftener, if 
the weather was fair, to take the Hiip's 
pinnace, and go out into the road a 
fifliing; and as he always took me 
and a young Morefco with him to row 
the boat, we made him very merry, 
and I proved very dexterous in catch­
ing fifh ; infomivch, that fometimes he 
would lend me with a Moor, one of 
his kinfmen, and the youth the^Mo-
refco, as they called him, to catqfi-a 
dilh of filh for him. 

It happened one time, that going a 
fifhing with him in a calm morning, a 
fog role fo thick, that though we were 
not half a league from the Ihore, we 
loft fight of it; and, rowing we knew 
not whither, or which way, we labour­
ed all day, and all the next night; and 
when the morning carne, we found 
we had pulled oft' to fea, inftead of 
pulling in • for the finore, and that we 
were at leaft two leagues from the land; 
however, we got well in again, though 
with a great deal of labour, and fome 
danger, for the wind began to blow-
pretty frefti in the morning ; but par­
ticularly we were ail very hungry. 

But our patron, warned by this dif-
aftgr, refolved to take more care of 
nimfelf for the future; and having ly­
ing by him the long-boat of our Eng-
lifli (hip which he had taken, he re­
folved he would not go a fifiiing any 
more without a compaisd'nd ioinepra-
vifton ; fo he ordered the carpenter of 
his (hip, who was alfo an Englifii 
Have, to build a little ftate-room or 
cabin in the middle of the long-boat, 
like that of a barge, with a place to 
ftand behind it to fteer, and haul home 
the main (heet; and room before for an 
hand or two to ftand and work the 
fails. She failed with what we call 
a (houider-of-mutton fail ; and the 
boom jibbed over the top of the cabin, 
which lav very fnug and lo.vv, and bad 
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two, and [0tab™to0ea^on"hwhhTmc h*" thfe. before fo>' «"«• matter: I 
(mall lockers to put in fome bottles of COnve7ed al[p a gre^t lump of bees^ 
iuch liquor as he thought fit to drink • HiI** i b°at> which weighe^ 
particularly his bread, rice, and coffee' ™ I r 3" ,dled we'ght. with a 

We went frequently out with this a ll °r tbr€ad> an Mtchet, 
boat a fiflung ; and as I was moli dex- of oT' S"? 3" ainnler>a" w'iich were 
terous. to catch fill for him, he never ail! fo " "S afterwards5 elpeci-
went without me. It happened one the ' ,wax t0 make candles. Ano-
day, that he had appointed to o-o out nl 'C,l Up0n biin> " hich he 
in this boat, either for pleafure or for I rrWt° alfo: bis name 
fifh, with two or three Moors of fome nr llr f" r ™ they caii Muley, 
viilimaion, and for whom hl had pio- ' l l) I M hin,» ' M°~ 
vided extraordinarily; and had there- < ilfL j , 0u,r Patro»'s guns are 
fore fent on board the boat over nitrht « t ,• ,ard tlle boat: ca" you not 
a larger ftore of provifions than ufoal • » he P°wder and (hot ? It may 
and had ordered me to get readv three < f 16 a'eamies (•* 
fofils with powder and (hot, which were ' r °U' forourfelves ; 
on board his fhip; for that they dehtmed < , I know he keeps the gunner's 
fome fportof fowling, as well L filial I ,n thef Yes/ lays he, 

I got all things ready, as he ii!l i bn»g fome. Accordingly, he 
dire&ed; and waited the next morning P?UCh' whictl 

with the boat waflied clean, her an- • t a P°und and an half of 
cient and pendants ouV'and'Le^ and another 
thing to accommodate hisguells; when w!fo fo™ k m hve or fix P°"«ds, 
by and by my patron came on board boat • aTfo /'*' 3"d pUt 3,1 into tbe 

alone, and told me his guefts had put S '! T" Ume 1 ,,ad fo,lnd 

eff going, upon fome bufmefs that fell g ™a t £h7n u "li"aJ3?r's' in tbe 

Ptit; and ordered me, with the man fo e I u' w.,th whlcb I filled one of 
and boy, as ufuai, to go out with the was ™ the caIe- wbicb 

boat, and catch them fome fi/h, for j_ jt • emPfy i pouring what was 
that his friends were to fup at his with anotber: and thus furniflied 
houfe; he commanded me too, that as out ^7 g needful, we failed 
foon as I had got fome fill,, I fcouy °' irl '° £{h' The caftfo, 
bring it home to his houie : all which knew T " entrance the port, 
I prepared to do. U *new wb° we were, and took no np-

This moment my former notions of mileo,,!^' fo"d W£ Te? not above » 
deliverance darted into my thoughts; folr fail the.P°rt' before we hauled 
for now I found I was like to have a The -J fat us down to filh. 
bttje fiiip at my command; and my which"" b,CW fl'°m the N* *§! 
mafter he">S gone, I prepared to for- had it Tfo t0 defire 5 f°r 
liifii myfelf, not for filhing bufinefs fo1P l Vn f»utherly, I had been 
but for a voyage; though I°knew not,' and at ta COaft of SPa'^ 
neither did I fo much as confider, whi- diz •' but ef ff l° 6 ba>' of Ca" 

1 ^°uld fteer; for any where to which , I refo,blt)ons were, blow 
get out of that place was my vyay f ? >' ! wouJd> I would be gor.e 

My firft contrivance w!s Tmake pla« where I 
a pretence to fpeak to this Moor, to A >3VC thf fate-
get fomething for our fobfiftence on cat-Iie^nofo 3 ^ed fome ^me, and 
board; for I told bin, we muff not ™ my ho 'k"f' m 60 P bad £tb 

r/r* eat °f our patron's bread : up t]P , woljld not pull them 
he faid, biat was true j fo he brouo-ht t/ik IV m,ght not fee them) I fidd 
* large baiket of rufk, or bifift < ^ our 
then kind, and three jars with fVe/fi < m A *J' f npt be ^lus Served j w;e 
water, ,„«o the boat: I knew where „0 ha " ^roS'' V* 
my patron's cafe of bottles ftood, which Lad of foe f6! V3'^ being in th« 
it was evident by the make, were taken iSfhehelm^ [ails* a"d as 
out of fome Tngblh prize, and I con - a Jeanne fo il r at out near' 
vcyed them into the boat, while the to Lfo r ' brouSht bf-'" 
Moor was on ^ as if they had 5,%' 

where 
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where the Moor was; and, making as 
if I ftcoped for fomething behind him, 
I took him by furprize with my arm 
under his twift, and toflfed him clear 
over-board into the fea; he rofe im­
mediately, for he fwam like a cork, 
and called to me, begging to be taken 
in, and told me he would go all over 
the world with me : he fwam fo ftrong 
after the boat, that he would have 

, reached me very quickly, there being 
but little wind; upon which I ftepped 
into the cabin, and fetching one of the 
fowling-pieces, I prefented it at him, 
and told him, I had done him no hurt, 
and, if he would be quiet, I would 
do him none: 'But,' faid I, 'you 
« fwim well enough to reach the Ihore, 
' and the fea is calm 5 make the beft 
* of your way to the fhore, and I will 
* do you no harm ; but if you come 
* near the boat, I will Ihoot you thro' 
* the head ; for I am refolved to have 
* my liberty.' So he turned himfelf 
about, and fwam for the Ihore ; and I 
make no doubt but he reached it with 
eafe, for he was an excellent fwimmer. 

I could have been content to have 
taken this Moor with me, and have 
drowned the boy; but there was no 
venturing to truft him : when he was 
gone, I turned to the boy, whom they 
called Xury, and faid to him, « Xury, 
' if youwdl be faithful to me, I will 
* make you a great man; but if you 
* will not ftroke your face to be true 
* to me, that is, fwear by Mahomet 
4 and his father's beard, I muft throw 
4 you into the fea too.' The boy 
fmiled in my face, and fpoke fo inno­
cently, that I could not miftruft him; 
and lworeto be faithful tome, and go 
all over the world with me. 

While I was in the view of the 
Moor that was fwimming, I ftood 
nut dire<5tly to fea, with the boat ra­
ther ftretching to windward, that tbey 
might think rrie gone towards the 
Streights Mouth, (as indeed any one 
that had been in their wits mult have 
been fuppofed to do;) for who would 
have fuppofed we were failed on to the 
fouthward to the truly Barbarian coaft, 
where whole nations of Negroes were 
fure to furround us with their canoes, 
<and deftroy us ; where we could never 
once go on Ihore, but we fhould be 
devom-ed by favage beafts, or more 
merciiefs favages of human kind. 

But as foon as it grew dulk in the 
evening, I changed my courfe, and 
Iteered dire&Iy S. and by E. bending 
my courfe a little towards the E. that 
I might keep in with the Ihore ; and 
having a fair frelh gale of wind, and a 
fmooth quiet fea, I made fuch fail, 
that I believe by the next day at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, when I firft 
made the land, I could not be lefs 
than 150 miles fouth of Sallee, quite 
beyond the Emperor of Morocco's do­
minions, or indeed of any other king 
thereabouts, for we faw no people. 

Yet fuch was the fright I had taken 
at the Moors, and the dreadful ap-
prehenlions I had of falling into their 
hands, that I would not ftop, or go 
on Ihore, or come to an anchor, (the 
wind continuing fair) till I had failed 
in that manner five days; and then 
the wind Ihifting to the fotithward, I 
concluded alfo, that if any of our vef-
fels were in chaee of me, they alfo 
would now give over; fo I ven­
tured to make to the coaft, and came tp 
nn anchor in the mouth of a little 
river, I knew not what or where ; nei­
ther what latitude, what country, what 
nation, or what river : I neither faw, 
or defired to fee, any people; the prin­
cipal thing I wanted was frelh water. 
We came into this creek in the evening, 
refolving to fwim on (liore as foon as 
it was dark, and difcover the country; 
but as loon as it was quite dark, we 
heard fuch dreadful noiies of the bark­
ing, roaring, and howling of wild 
creatures, of we knew not what kinds, 
that the poor boy was ready to die 
with fear, and begged of me not to go 
011 fliore till day. ' Well, Xury,' faid 
I, * then I won't; but it may be we 
* may fee men by day, who will be as 
' bad to us as thofe lions —< Then we 
< may give them the (hoot gun,' fays 
Xury, laughing, ' make them run 
4 way;' fuch Englifti Xury fpoke by 
converging among us Haves. How­
ever, I was glad to fee the boy fo 
chearful, and I gave him a dram out 
of our patron's cafe of bottles, to 
cheat him up: after all, Xury's ad­
v i c e  w a s  g o o d ,  a n d  I  t o o k  i t ;  w e  
dropped our little anchor, and lay ftili 
all night ; I fay, lay ftill, for we fiept 
none; for m two or three hours we 
law valt great creatures, we knew not 
what to call them, of many forts, 

come 



JRQBINSON CRL'SoEj 

come down to the fea fliore, and run c and if ^ .«« 
into the water, wallowing and wafli- « kill them • thev /hafl C<"T' 7 I-
ing themfelves, for tl.e pleafnre of < us.V s" f 4vJx," ' ^ 2 
cooling themlelves ; and they made bread to eat "and , / 3 °c™ 
fuch hideous howlings and yellings, patron's cafe'of hnnl °"i t Ur 

that I never indeed heVd the like. ° iioned before and we f' ft*'I ̂  
. Xu'T was dreadfully frighted, and as near (here 'as we thoughtJSE" 
indeed io was I too : but we were both and waded on fhn.*» u»Twas Pr°Per* 
„.,f, ,,¥„rf „h„ T ,„„'d „„„ 
mighty creature come fwtmmmg to- I did not care to go out of f i X o 'f 
wards.our boat ; we could not fee lum, the boat fearW 
b„,« —, to,bin, b, bis b,»„; .JFtjSF&gaxz lit 

poor Xury crted out to me to weigh mng towards me : I thoughtTe Was 
the anchot, and row.away. No,'fays purfued by fome favage, or frighted 
I , '  X u r y ,  w e  c a n  f l , p  o u r  c a b l e  w i t h  w i t h  f o m e  w i J d  b e a d ,  " a n d  I  r a n t e r .  
; a buoy to it, and go to fea: they ward towards him, to help him but 
' ca!ln« fo)irow ,us f;r" I. bad no when I came nearer to him, I faw fome. 
foonet faid. fo, hut I perceived the thing hanging over his (boulders 
creature whatever it was) w.th.n two which was a creature that he had (hot* 
oa.^ length, which famethtng furpnz- like a hare, but different in colour! 
ccl me; however, I immediately liepped and longer legs; however, we were 
tun fired ;f?0r' t8Vn? ,Up my Vei'y §lad ofitf and it was very good 

.gun, fired at htm ; upon which he im- meat; but the great joy that poor Xur.v 
mediately turned about, and fwam to- came with, was to tell me he had 

•wards the (bore again fpund d wa and f a ne- h^ 
But it was.not po/fible to defcribe mans, 

the horrible noifes and hideous cries But we found afterwards, that we 
and howimgs, that were ratled, as need not take "fuch pains for water • 
well upon the eoge of the /bore, as for a little higher up the creek where 
higher wtthtnahe country, upon the we were, TfoT the water fre(f 
noileoi repoi t of a gun, a thing I when the tide was out, which flows but 
have fome realon to beheve; thole crea- a little way up ; fo we filled our jars, 
tures had never heard before. This and feafted on the hare we had kilfed! 
convinced me, that there was no go- and prepared to go on our way htv 
lat°coar °Vf ,n n!ght Up°n inS Pee" r'° fooW of an^ human 
.that coaft, and how to venture on creature~in that part of the countrv 
mXfir ! iX^ was anpther quefiion . As I had been one voyage to this 
too, for, to have fallen into the hands coaft before, I knew very well that 
of any of the ravages had been as bad- the Hlands of the 
aLlAtfT/ leVT paW5°f l'0r>S Cape de Verd iflands alfo, lay not far 
and ngers; at leaft, we were equally off from tliecoaft : bptgsl had noinftru' 
'-Be that^if,He Mnge'' °f k", •• ™"ts to take 

r-lm Jo n 7 ,WC Wt'e ,°hl'g- what latitude^ were in, and did not 
ed;togo on fliore fomewhere orother for exactly know, or at lealf not remem 
7 1 np °r T T 3 P'nt left in ber> vvhat latitude they were in, 1 
the boat; when o, where to get to ,t, • knew not where to look for them or 
u j - ® P°IBt : Ju'7 1 wou,-d wben to ftand.otf.to fea towards them 
rV g° Tl Qne tIie .otherwife I might now eafily have 
]«1 s, he would find if there was any found fome of thefe iflands. But mv 

* Xurv 5 r-^id I 0l\b° ; PJace where Irnow was, mult be that 
' 5 W'H both go, couutiy which, lying between the Em-

peror 
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peror of Morocco',s dominions and the 
Negroes, lies wafte and uninhabited, 
except by wild beafts ; the Negroes 
having abandoned it, and gone farther 
fouth, for fear of the Moors ; and the 
Moors not thinking, it worth inha­
biting, by reafon of it's barrennefs; 
and, indeed, both forfaking it becaufc 
of the prodigious numbers of tigers, 
lions, leopards, and other furious crea­
tures which harbour there j fo that the 
Moors ufe it for their hunting only, 
*vhere they go like an army, two or 
three thoufand men at a time : and in­
deed for near an hundred miles toge­
ther upon this cokft, we faw nothing 
but a wafte uninhabited coiintry by 
day, and heard nothing but howlings 
and roarings of wild beafts by night. 

Once or twice, in the day-time, I 
thought I faw the Pico of Teneriffe, 
•being the high top of the mountain 
Teneriffe, in the Canaries j and had a 
great mind to venture out, in hopes of 
reaching thither; but, having tried 
twice, I was forced in again by con­
trary winds, the fea alfo going too 
high for my little veflel; fo I refolved 
to purfue my firft defign, and keep 
along the fhore. 

Several times we were obliged to 
land for frelh water, after we had left 
this place ; and once in particular, be­
ing early in the morning, we came to 
an anchor under a little point of land, 
•which was pretty high ; and the tide 
beginning to flow, we lay ftili to go 
farther in. Xury, whofe eyes were 
tnore about him than, it feems, mine 
were, calls foftly to me, and tells me,, 
that we bad beft go farther off the 
Ibore; < For,' fayshe, < look f yonder lies 
* a dreadful monfter on the fide of that 
' hillock, faft afleep.' I looked where 
he pointed, and faw a dreadful mon­
ger indeed ; for it was a terrible great 
lion, that lay on the fide of the fhore, 
under the /hade of a piece of the hill, 
that hung as it were a little over him. 
s Xury, faid I, fyou /hall goon ftiore 
< and kill him.' Xury looked frio-ht-
cd, and faid, « Me kill! he eat me at 
* one mouth;' one mouthful, he meant: 
however, I faid no more to the boy, 
but bade him be ftili, and took our 
biggeft gun, which was almoft muf-
quet bore, and loaded it with a good 
charge of powder, and with two /lugs, 
and laid it down ; then I loaded an­
other gun with two bullets, and the 

third (for we had three pieces) I load­
ed with five fmaller bullets. I took the 
beft aim I could with the firft piece to 
have /hot him in the head ; but he lay 
fo with his leg raifed a little above his 
nofe, that the flug hit his leg about 
the knee, and broke the bone. He 
ftarted Up, growling at firft ; but find­
ing his leg broke, fell down again, 
and then got up upon three legs, and 
gave the moft hideous roar that I ever 
heard. I was a little furprized that I 
had not hit him on the head; however, 
I took up the fecond piece immediate­
ly, and though he began to move off, 
bred again, and /hot him in the head, 
and had the pleafure to fee him drop; 
and making but little noife, he lay 
ftruggling for life. Then Xury took 
heart, and would have me let him go 
on fhore. < Well, go/ faid I. So the 
boy jumped into the water* and tak­
ing the little gun in one hand, fwam 
to the fhore with the other hand ; and 
coming clofe to the creature, put the 
muzzle of the piece to his ear, and /hot 
him in the head again, which dif-
patched him quite. 

7 This was game indeed to us, but 
this was no food ; and I was very for-
ry to idle three charge's of powder and 
/hot, upon a creature that was good 
for nothing to us. However, Xury 
faid, he would have fome of him ; fo 
he coifces on board, and afked me to 
give him the hatchet. ' For what 
* Xury?' faid I. * Me cut off his 

head, faid he. However, Xury could 
not cut off h?s head ; but he cut off a 
foot/and brought it with him, and it 
was a monftrous great one. 

I bethought myfelf, hoofer- that 
perhaps the /kin of him might, one 
way or other, be of fome value to us ; 
and I refolved to take off his /kin, if 
I could. So Xury and I went to work 
with him ; but Xury was much the 
better workman at it, for I knew very 
ill how to do it. Indeed, it took us 
up (both) the whole day/ but at laft 
we got off the hide of him, and fpread-
ing it on the top of our cabin, the fun 
effe£lually dried it in two days time, 
and it afterwards ferved me to lie upon. 

After this ftop, we made on to the 
fotuhward continually for ten or twelve 
days, living very fparingly on our pro-
vifions, which began to abate very 
much ; and going no oftener in to the 1 

ftiore than we were obliged to Tor 
C frefh 
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frefli water. My defign in this was, 
to make the river Gambia or Senegal, 
that is to fay, any where about the 
Cape de Verd, where I was in hopes 
to meet with Tome European (hip ; and 
if I did not, I knew not what courfe I 
had to take, but to feek for the i(lands, 
or peri/h there among the Negroes. I 
knew that all the (hips from Europe, 
which failed either to the coaft of 
Guinea, or to Brazil, or to the Eaft 
Indies, made this cape, or thofe 
iflands ; and, in a word, I put the 
whole of my fortune upon this (ingle 
point, either that I mud meet with 
fome Ihip, or muffpeii/h. 

When I had purlued this refolu-
tion about ten days longer, as I faid, 
I began to lee that the land was in­
habited ; and in two or three places, 
as we failed by, we faw people ftand 
upon the (hore to look at us; we 
could alfo perceive they were quite 
black, and ftark naked. I was once 
inclined to have gone on (hore to them; 
but Xury was my better counfellor, 
andfaid to me, «Nogo, no go!' How­
ever, I hauled in nearer the (hore, that 
I -might talk to them, and I found 
they ran along the (hore by me a good 
way. I obferved they had no wea­
pons in their hands, except one, who 
had aJong (lender (lick, which Xury 
iaid was a lance, and that they would 
throw them a great way with good 
aim j fo I kept at a diftance, hut 
talked with them by (igns as well 
as I could, and particularly made 
ligns for fomething to eat. They 
beckoned to me to (lop my boat, and 
they would fetch mefome meat. Upon 
this I lowered the top of my fail, and 
lay by ; and two of them ran up into 
the country, and in Jefs than half dn 
hour came back, and brought with 
them two pieces of dry fle(h, and fome 
*'orn, fuch as is the produce of their 
country; but we neither knew what 
the one or the other was; however, 
we were willing to accept it. But 
how to come at it, was our next dif-
pute; for I was not for venturing on 
more to them, and they were as much 
afraid of us: but they took a fafeway 
for us all j  for they brought it to the 
more, and laid it down, and went and 
flood a great way off, till we (etched 
it on board, and then come clofe to 
us again. 

We made %nS of thanks to them. 
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for we had nothing to tnake them s*—. 
mends: but an opportunity offeree! 
that very inftant, to oblige them won -
derfulJy ; for while we were lying by 
the (hore, came two mighty creatures^ 
one purfuing the other (as we took it> 
with great fury, from the mountains to­
wards thefea : whether it was the male 
purfuing the female, or whether they 
were in fport or in rage, we could not 
tel J,any more than we could tell whether 
it was ufu-al or ftrange; hut I believe 
it was the latter;, becaufe, in the firli 
place, thofe ravenous creatures feldora 
appear but in the night;- and, in the 
iecond place, we found the people ter­
ribly frighted, Specially the women; 
The man that had the lance or dart did 
not fly from them, but the reff did j. 
however, as the two creatures ran di­
rectly into the water, they did not 
(eem to offer to fail upon the Negroes 
but plunged themfelves into the fea* 
and (warn about as if they had come 
for their diverfion : at laft one of them 
began to come nearer our boat than at 
firtt I expeHed ; but I Jay ready for 
him; foi I had loaded' my gun with 
all poflible expedition, and bid Xury 
load both the other. As ibon as he 
came fairly wi^hia my reach, I fired, 
and (hot him dire&ly in the head* 
immediately he funk down into the 
water, but rofe inffantly, and plunged 
up and down as if he was ffruggiinfr 
for life ; and fo indeed he was. He im­
mediately made to the (hore; but be­
tween the wound, which was his mortal 
hurt, and the ftrangling of the water, he 
died juft before he reached the (hore. 

-a} ,S  to  exprefs the atto­
rn (hment o f  thefe poor creatures at 
the noife and fire of my gun ; fome of 
them were ready even to die for fear, 
and fell down as dead with the very 
terror: but when they law the crea­
ture dead and funk into the water, and 
that I made (igns to them to come to 
the (hore, they took heart, and came 
to the (hore, and began to fearch for 
the creature. I found him by his blood 
flaming the water, and by the help of 
a rope, which I flung round him, and 
gave the Negroes to haul, they dragged 
him on (hore, and found it was a molt 
curious^ leopard, (potted and fine to 
an admirable degree ; and the Negroes 
held up their hands with admiration, 
to think what it was I killed him with. 

The other creature, frighted with 
th~ 
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the flafh of fire, and the noife of the 
gun, fwam to the (hore, and ran up 
directly to the mountains, from which 
they came, nor could I at thatdiftance 
know what it was. I found quickly 
the Negroes were for eating the flefh of 
this creature; fo I was willing to have 
them take it as a favour from me, 
which when I made fignsto them, that 
they might take it, they were very 
thankful for. Immediately they fell 
to work with him ; and though they 
had no knife, yet with a (harpened 
piece of wood, they took off his fkin 
as readily, nay much more readily than 
we would have done with a knife; 
they offered me fome of the flefb, 
which I declined, making as if I would 
give it them ; but made flgns for the 
?kin, which they gave me very freely, 
and brought me a great deal more of 
their provifion, which, though I did 
not underffand, yet I accepted. Then 
1 made (igns to them for fome water, 
and held out one of my jars to them, 
turning it's bottom upward, to (hew 
that it was empty, and that I wanted 
to have it filled : they called imme­
diately to fome of their friends, and 
there came two women, and brought 
a great veffel made of earth, and burnt, 
as I fuppofe, in the fun ; this they 
fet down for me, as before, and I 
fent Xury on (hore with my jars, and 
filled them all three. The women 
were as ftark naked as the men. 

I was now furniflied with roots and 
corn, fueh as it was, and water ;  and 
leaving my friendly Negroes, I made 
forward for about eleven days more, 
without offering to go near the (hore, 
till I faw the land run out a o- reat 
length into the fea at about the dilfance 
of four or five leagues before me; and 
the fea being very calm, I kept a large 
pfling to make this point; at length, 
doubling the point at about two leagues 
from the land, I faw plainly land 
on the other fide to fea-ward ; then I 
concluded, as it was molt certain in­
deed, that this was the Cape de Verd, 
and thofe the iflands called from thence 
Cape de Verd Iflands. However, they 
were at a great diffance, and I could 
not well tell what I had belt to do; 
for if I (hould be taken with a freffi 
of wind, I might neither reach one or 
other. 

In this dilemma, as I was very pen-
five, I fiepped into the cabin, and let 

me down, Xury having the helm ; 
when on a fudden the boy cried out, 
'  Mafter, mafter, a fhip was a fail !* 
and the fooliih boy was frighted out 
of his wits, thinking it muff needs be 
(ome of his matter's (hips fentto purfue 
us, when I knew we were gotten far 
enough out of their reach. I jumped' 
out of the cabin, and immediately 
faw not only the (hip, but what (he 
was; viz. that it was a Portugueze 
(hip; and, as I thought, was bound 
to the coaft of Guinea for Negroes. 
But when I obferved the #courfe (he 
fteered, I was foon convinced they 
were hound fome other way, and did 
not defign to go any nearer the (hore ; 
upon which I ftretched out to fea as" 
much as I could, refolving to fpeak 
with them, if poflible. 

With all the fail I could make, I 
found I (hould not be able to come in 
their way, but that they would be 
gone by before I could make any fignal 
to them; but after I had crowded to 
the utmoft, and began to defpair, they, 
it feems, faw me by the help of their 
perfpe£iive-glafles, and that it was 
feme European boat, which they ftip-
pofed mutt belong to fome (hip that 
was loft.; fo they (hortened fail to let' 
me come up. I was encouraged with 
this ; and as I had my patron's ancient 
on board, I made a waft of it to them 
for a fignal of diftrefs, and fired a 
gun, both which they faw ; for they 
told me they faw the fmoke, thdiigh 
they did not hear the gun : upon thele 
fignals they very kindly brought to, 
and lay by for me, and in about three 
hours time I came up with them. 

They alked me what !  was, in. Por­
tugueze, and in Spani(h,and in French, 
but I underttood none of them; but 
at laff, a Scots fail or, who was on' 
board, called to me, and I anfwered 
him, and told him I was an En-
glilhman, that had made my efcape 
out of (lavery from the Moors at Sal-
lee; then they bid me come on board, 
and very kindly took me in, and all 
my goods. 

It was an inexprefiible joy to me, 
anyone will believe, that I was thus 
delivered, as I efteemed it, from fuch 
a miierable and almoft hopeiefs con­
dition as I was in: I immediately of­
fered all I had to the captain of the 
(hip, as a return for my deliverance* 
but he generouflv told me, he would 

£ 2 tak» 
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fake notlihig from me, but that all I had 
ihould be delivered fafe to me when I 
came to the Brazils. < For,' fays he, 
* I have laved your life on no other 
4 terms, than as I would be glad to be 
4 faved myfelf ; and it may one time 
4 or other be my lot to be taken up in 
4 the lame condition ; befides,'fays he, 
4 when I carry you to the Brazils, fo 
* great a way from your own country, 
* if I ihould take from you what 
4 little you have, you will be ftarved 
4 there, and then I only take away 
4 that life I have given. No, no,' fays 
he, 4 Signior Inglife, (Mr. EngJifh-
* man), I would carry you thither in 
* charity; and thefe things will help 
4 you to buy your fubfiltence there, 
4 and your paflage home again.' 

As he was charitable in this propo-
fal, fo he was juft in the performance 
to a tittle; for he ordered the teamen, 
that none fliould offer to touch any 
thing I had; then he took every thing 
into his own poffefiion, and gave me 
back an exa£l inventory of them, that 
I might have them again, even fo much 
as my three earthen jars. 

As to my boat, it was a very good 
one, and th^t he law; and told me he 
would buy it of me for the fhip's ufe, 
and alked me what I would have for 
it. I toid him he had been fo gene­
rous to me in every thing, that I could 
not offer to make any price of the boat, 
but left it entirely to him ; upon 
which he told me he would give me a 
note of his hand to pay me eighty 
pieces of eight for it at Brazil ; ^and 
when it came there, if anyone offered 
to give more, he would make it up ; 
be offered me alfo ijxtv pieces of eight 
more for my boy Xury^Iiich I was lath 
to take; not that I was not willing to 
let the captain have him, but I was very 
loth to fell the poor boy's liberty, who 
had affiled me fo faithfully in pro­
curing my own. However, when I 
let him know my reafon, he owned it 
to be juft, and offered me this medium, 
that he would give the boy an obliga­
tion to let him free in ten years, if he 
turned Chnftian. Upon this, and Xu-
ry faying he was willing to go to him, 
I let the captain have him. 

We had a very,good voyage to the 
Brazils, and arrived in the Bay de todGs 
bs Santos, or All-Saints Bay, in about 
twenty-two days after. And now I 
was once more delivered from the mo ft: 

miferable of all conditions of life-
and what to do next with myfelf, X 
was to confider. 

The generous treatment the captain 
gave me, I can never enough remem­
ber: he would take nothing of me 
for mypaffage, gave me twenty ducats 
for the leopard's flcin, and forty for 
the lion s ikin, which I had in the boat, 
and caufed every thing I had in the fhip 
to be punctually delivered me, and what 
I was willing to fell, he bought; fuch 
as, the cafe of bottles, two of my guns, 
and a piece of the lump of bees wax, 
for I had made candles of the reft : in 
a word, I made about two hundred and 
thirty pieces of eight of all my cargo, 
and with this ftock I went on ftiore in 
the Brazils. 

I had not been long here, but being 
recommended to the houfe of a <r00d 
honeft man like himfelf, who had an 
mgenio, as they call it, that is, a plan­
tation and a fugar-houfe, I lived with 
him fome time; and acquainted my­
felf, by that means, with the manner 
of their planting and making of fugar ; 
and feeing how well the planters lived, 
and how they grew rich fuddenly, I 
lefolved, if I could get licence to fettle 
tnere, I would turn planter among 
them; refolving, in the mean time, to 
find out fome way to get my money 
which I had left in London, remitted 
to me. To this purpofe, getting a 
kind of a letter of naturalization, I 
purchafed as -much land that was 
uncured as my money would reach ; 
and formed a plan for my planta­
tion and fettlement, and fuch an one 
as rnight be fuitable to the ftock which 
I propoled to myfelf to receive from 
England. 

I had a neighbour, a Portugueze of 
Lilbon, but born of Englifli parents, 
whofp name was Wells, and in much 
fuch circumftances as I was: I call 
him neighbour^becaufe his plantation 
lay next to mine; and we went on 
very fociably together; my ftock was 
but low, as well as his ; and we rather 
planted for food, than any thing elfe, 
foi about two years. However, we 
began to increafe, and our land began 
to come into order: fo that the third 
year we planted fome tobacco, 3nd 
made each of us a large piece of ground 
ready for planting canes in the year to 
come; but we both wanted help; and 
now I found, more than before, I had 

done 
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flone wrong in parting with my boy 
Xury. 

But, alas ! for me to do wrong that 
never did right, was no great wonder: 
I had no remedy but to go on. I was 
gotten into an employment quite re­
mote to my genius, and directly con­
trary to the life I delighted in, and for 
•which I forfook my father's houfe, and 
broke through all his good advice ; 
nay, I was coming into the very middle 
itation, or upper degree of low life, 
which my father advifed me to before, 
and which if I refolved to go on with, 
J might as well have ftaid at home, 
and never fatigued myfelf in the world, 
as I had done; and I ufed often to 
fay to myfelf, * I could have done this 
* as well in England among my 
* friends, as have gone five thoufand 
4 miles off to do it among ftrangers and 
4 favages in a wildernefs, and at fuch 
4 a diltance, as never to hear from any 
4 part of the world that had the leaft 
4 knowledge of me.* 

In this manner I ufed to look upon 
my condition with the utmoft regret. 
I had nobody to converfe with but now 
and then this neighbour; no work to 
be done but by the labour of my hands; 
and I ufed to fay, I lived juft like a 
man caft away upon fome defolate 
ifland, that had nobody there but him­
felf. But how juft has it been, and 
how fliould all men refle£l, that when 
they compare their prefent condition 
•with others that are worfe, Heaven 
may oblige them to make the exchange, 
and be convinced of their former feli­
city, by their experience! I faw, how 
juft it has been, that the truly folitary 
life I refle&ed on in an ifland, or mere 
defolation, fliould be my lot, who had 
fo often unjuftly compared it with the 
life which I then led, in which had I 
continued, I had in all probability 
been exceeding profperous and rich ! 

I was in fome degree fettled in my 
meafures for carrying on the planta­
tion, before my kind friend the cap­
tain of the fhip, that took me up at 
fea, went back ; for the ftiip remained 
there in providing her loading, and 
preparing for her voyage, near three 
months; when telling him what little 
ftock I had left behind me in London, he 
gave me this friendly and fin cere advice; 
f Signior Inglefe,' lays he, for fo he al­
ways called me, 4 if you will give me 
f letters, and a procuration here in 

< form to me, with orders to the perfon 
* who has your money in London, to 
4 fend your effects to Lilbon, to fuch 
4 perfons as I fliall dire£l, and in fuch 
c goods as are proper for this country, 
4 I will bring you the produce of them, 
4 (God willing) at my return; but 
4 fince human affairs are all fubje&to 
4 changes and difafters, I would have 
4 you give orders but for iool. fterling, 
4 which you fay is half your ftock, 
4 and let the hazard be run for the 
1 fir ft; fo that if it comes fafe, you 
4 may order the reft the lame way; and 
4 if it mifcarry, you may have the 
4 other half to have recourfe to for 
4 your fupply.* 

This was fo wholefome advice, and 
looked fo friendly, that I could not but 
be convinced it was the beft courfe I 
could take; fo I accordingly prepared 
letters to the gentlewoman with whom 
I had left my money, and a procura­
tion to the Portugueze captain, as he 
defired. 

I wrote the Englifli captain's widow 
a full account of all my adventures, 
my 11a very, elcape, and howl had met 
with the Portugal captain at fea, the 
humanity of his behaviour, and what 
condition I was now in, with ail other 
neceffary dire&ions for mj fupply; 
and when this honeft captain came to 
Lilbon, he found means, by fome of the 
Englifli merchants there, to fend over 
not the order only, but a full account 
of my ftory to a merchant at London, 
who prefented it effe&ually to her; 
whereupon, flie not only delivered the 
money, but out of her own pocket fent 
the Portugal captain a very handfome 
prefent for his humanity and charity 
to me. 

The merchant in London veiled this 
1001. in Englilh goods, fuch as the 
captain had written for; fent them di­
rectly to him at Lilbon, and he brought 
them all fafe to me to the Brazils ; 
among which, without my dire«5lion, 
(for I was too young in my bufinefs 
to think of them) he had taken c&re 
to have all forts of tools, iron-work, 
and utenfils neceffary for my planta­
tion, and which were of great ufe to 
me. 

When this cargo arrived, I thought 
my fortune made, for I was fur prized 
with the joy of it; and my good ftew-
ard the captain had laid out the 51, 
which my friend had fent him for a 

prefent 
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prefent for himfolf, to purchafe and 
bring me over a fervant under bond for 
fix years fervice; and would not ac­
cept of any confideration, except a little 
tobacco, which I would have him ac­
cept, being of my own produce. 

Neither was this all; but my goods 
being all Engiifh manufa&ures, fucli 
as cloth, ftuft, baize, and things par­
ticularly valuable and definable in the 
country, I found means to fell them 
to a very great advantage; fo that I 
may fay, I had more than i'our times 
the value of my firft cargo, and was 
now infinitely beyond my poor neigh­
bour, I mean in the advancement of 
my plantation ; for the firft thing I 
did, I fought me a Negro llave, and an 
European fervont alfo ; 7 mean, another 
belides that which the captain brought 
me from Lifbon. 45 

But as abm'ed profperity is often­
times made the very means of bur 
greateft adverfity, fo'was it with me, 
I went on the next year with great foc-
cefs in my plantation; I railed fifty 
great rolls of tobacco, on my own 
ground, more than I had difpofed of 
for neceflarfes among mv neighbours : 
and thele fifty rolls being each of above 
one hundred pounds weight, were well 
cured, and laid by, againft the return 
of the fleet from Lifbon. And now 
increafing in bufineis and wealth, my 
bead began to be full of projefts and 
undertakings beyond my reach; fuch 
as are indeed ofjen the ruin of trie belt 
heads in buiinefs. 

Had I continued in the ftation I was 
now in, I had room for all the happy 
things to have yet befallen me, for 
which my father lb earneftiy recom­
mended a quiet retired life, and which 
he had lo fenhbly defcribed the middle 
fat,on of life to be full of; but other 
things attended me, and I was ftill to 
be the wilful agent of all my own mi-
fenes : and particularly to increaie my 
fault, and double the refle&ions up­
on myfeif which in my future forrows 
1 fliould have leilure to make; all thefe 
milcarriages were procured by my ap­
parent obftmate adhering to my fooJi/h 
inclination of wandering abroad, and 
piirfuing that inclination, in contra­
ction to the cleared: views of doino-
myfeif good in a fair and plain purfuit 
°1 f-P*"pfpe61 s, and thofe meafures 
of fife, which Nature and Providence 

concurred to prefent me with, and to 
make my duty. 

As I had once done thus in break­
ing away from my parents, fo I could 
n6t be content now, butlmuft go and 
leave the happy view I had of being a 
rich and thriving man in my new plan­
tation, only to purfue a rafh and immo­
derate defire of rifing fafter than the 
nature of the thing admitted ; and thus 
1 calf myfeif down again into the 
deepeft gulph of human mifery that 
ever man tell into, or perhaps could 
be confident with life and a (fate of 
health in the world. 

To come then by juft degrees to the-
particulars of this part of my ftory 
you may fuppofe, that having now 
lived almoft four years in the Brazils, 
and beginning- to thrive and profper 
very well upon my plantation, I had 
not only learned the language, but had 
contra&ed acquaintance and friendfhip 
among my fellow-planters as well as 
among the merchants at St. Salvadore, 
which was our port; and that, in my 
difcourfe among them, I had frequent­
ly given them an account of my two 
voyages to the coaft of Guinea, the 
manner of trading with the Negroes 
there, and how eafyit was to purchafe 
iipon the coaft, for trifles, (fuch as 
beads, toys, knives, fciffars, hatchets, 

i8! °f ? iafs '  and the  i ike) only 
gold duft, Guinea grains, elephant's 
teeth, &c. but Negroes for the fervice 

i!lf Braz,ls, in great numbers. 
They liflened always very attentive­

ly to my dilcourfes on thefe heads, but 
especially to that part which related to 
the buying Negroes, which was a trade 
at that time not only not far entered 
mto, but, as far as it was, had been 
carried on by the Aflientos, (orpermif-
fjon of the King of Spain and Portu­
gal; and engrolfed in thepublick flock ;  
lo that few Negroes were bought, and 
thofe exceflive dear. 

It happened, being in company one 
day with fome merchants and planters 
of my acquaintance, and talkino- of 
thofe things very earneftiy, three of 
them came to me the next morning, 
and told me, they had been niufing 
very much upon what I had difcourfed 
of with them the laft night; and they 
came to make a fecret propofal to me; 
and, after enjoining me fecrefy, they 
toid me, that they had a mind to tit 

out 
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$ut a (hip to go to Guinea; that they 
had all plantations as well as I, and 
•were flraitened for nothing fo much 
as librvants ; that as it was a trade 
that could not publickly fell the Ne­
groes when they came home, fo they 
defired to make but one voyage, *o 
bring the Negroes on fhore privately, 
and divide them among their own 
plantations; and, 5 fi a word, the quef-
tion was, whether I would go their, fu-
percargo in the fliip, to manage the 
trading part upon the coaflof Guinea; 
and they offered me, that I Ihould 
have my equal fhare of the Negroes, 
without providing any part of the 
flock. 

This was a fair propofal, it muft he 
confefled, had it been made to any one 
that had not had a fettlement and plan­
tation of his own to look after, which 
was in a fair way of coming to be very 
confiderable, and .with a good flock 
upon it: but for me that was thus 
eftablifhed, and had nothing to do but 
go on as I had begun for three or four 
years more, and to have fent for the 
other iool. from England, and who 
in that time, and what that little addi­
tion could fcarce have failed of being 
worth three or 4.0001. fterling, and that 
increafing too ; forme to think of Inch 
a voyage, was the moft prepofterous 
thing that ever man in fuch circum-
ftances could be guilty of ] 

But I, that was born to be my own 
deftroyer, could no more refift the offer 
than I could reftrain my firft rambling 
defigns, when my father's good coun­
sel was loft upon me. In a word, I 
told them I would go with all my 
heart,-if they would undertake to look 
after my plantation in my abfence, 
and would difpofe of it to fuch as I 
fliould direCt, if I mifcarried. This 
they all engaged to do, and entered in­
to writings or covenants to dofo ; and 
I made a formal will, difpofing of my 
plantation and effeCts, in cafe of my 
death, making the captain of the fliip 
that had faved my life, as before, my 
univerfal heir, but obliging him to 
difpofe of my effeCts as I had direct­
ed in my will: one half of the pro­
duce being to himfelf, and the other 
to be fliipped to England. 

In fhort, I took all poflible caution 
to preferve my effeCts, and to keep up 
my plantation. Had I ufed half as 
much prudence to have looked into my 

own intereft, and have made a judg­
ment of what I ought to have done, 
and not to have done,- I had certainly 
never gone away from fo prol'perous an 
undertaking; leaving all the probable 
views of a thriving c/ruumItance, and 
gone upon a voyage to fea, attended 
with all it's common hazards.; to fay 
nothing of the reafons I had to expeCfc 
particular misfortunes to myfeif. 

But I was hurried on, and obeyed 
blindly the dictates of .my fancy, ra­
ther than myrealbn; and accordingly^ 
the fliip being fitted out, and the car­
go finiihed, and all things done as by 
agreement by my partners iu the voy­
age ; I went on board in an evil hour 
again, the *A of September 1&59,  be­
ing the fame day eight years that I 
went from my father and mother at 
Hull, in order to aCt the rebel to their 
authority, and the fool to my own in­
tereft. 

Our Ihip was aboutone hundred and 
twenty tons burden, carried fix guns 
and fourteen men, belides the mafter, 
his boy, and myfeif.: we had on board 
no large cargo of goods, except of 
fuch toys as were fit for our trade with, 
the Negroes; fuch as beads, bits of 
glafs, ftiells, and odd trifles; efpecially 
little looking-glaffes, knives, fciffats, 
hatchets, and the like. 

The fame day I went on board, we 
fet fail, ftanding away to the northward 
upon our own coafts, with defign to 
ftretch over for the African coaft, 
when we came into about ten or 
twelve degrees of northern latitude j 
which, it feems, was the manner of 
their courfe in thofe days: we had ve­
ry good weather, only exceflive hot, ali 
the way upon our own coaft, till we 
came to the height of Cape St. Au-
guftinc ; from whence, keeping farther 
off at fea, we loft fight of land, and 
fleered as if we were bound for the Ifte 
Fernand de Noronba, holding our 
courfe N. E. by N. and leaving thole 
ifles on the eaft. In this courfe we 
pafled the line in about twelve days 
time, and were by our laft.obfervation lit 
7 degrees 22 minutes northern latitude, 
when a violenttornadoorhurricane took 
us quiteoutof our knowledge. It began 
from the S. E. cameabout to the N. W. 
then fettled into the N. E. from whence 
it blew in fuch a terrible manner, rhat 
for twelve days together, we could do 
nothing but drive; and fcuddingaway 

before 
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before ft, let it carry us wherever fate 
and the fury of the winds dire&ed ; 
and during thefe twelve days I need 
not fay, that I expelled every day to 
be fwallowed up, nor did any in the 
fhip expert to fave their lives. 

In this diftrefs, we had, beiides the 
terror of a ftorm, one of our men died 
of the calenture, and a man and a boy 
wafhed overboard. About the twelfth 
day, the weather abating a little, the 
mafter made an obfervation as well as 
he could, and found that he was in 
about n degrees of north latitude, but 
that he was 22 degrees of longitude 
difference weft from Cape St. Auguf-
tino, fo that he found he was gotten 
upon the coaft of Guiana, or the north 
part of Brazil, beyond the River Ama-
zones, towards that of the River Oroo-
noque, commonly called the Great 
River; and now he began to confult 
with tne what courle he fhould take -
for the fhip was leaky, and very miich 
difabled ; and he was for going direft-
]y back to the coaft of Brazil. 

I w&s pofuively againftthat; and, 
looking over the charts of the fea-coaft 
of America with him, we concluded 
there was no inhabited country for us 
to have recourfe to, till we came with­
in the circle of the Caribbee Iflands ; 
and therefore refolved to ftand away 
for Barbadoes, which, by keeping off 
at fea, to avoid the indraught of the 
bay or gulph of Mexico, we might 
eafiiy perform," as we hoped, in about 
fifteen days fail ; whereas we could 
not poflibly make our voyage to the 
coaft of Africa, without fome afliftancc 
both to our fhip and to ourfelves. 

With this defign we changed our 
courfe, and fleered away N. <W. by 
W. in order to reach fome of our 
Englifh iflands, where I'hoped, for re­
lief j but our voyage was otherwife de­
termined j for, being in the latitude of 
12 degrees 18 minutes, a fecond ftorm 
came upon us, which carried us a-
way with the fame impetuofity weft-
ward, and drove us fo out of the very 
way of all human commerce, that had 
all our lives been faved, as to the fea, 
we were rather in danger of being de­
voured by favages, than everxeturning 
to our own country. 

In this diftrefs, the wind ftill blow­
ing very hard, one of our men, early 
one morning, cried out 'Land I'andwe 
had no fooner run out of the cabin to 
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look out, in hopes of feeing whereabouts 
in the world we were, but the fhip 
ftruck upon a fand, and in a moment, 
her motion being fo flopped, the fea 
broke over her in fuch a manner, that 
we expelled we fhould all have perifh-
ed immediately ; and we were even 
driven into our clofe quarters, to fhel-
ter us from the very foam and foray of 
the fea. 

It is not eafy for any one who has 
not been in the like condition, to de-
fcribe or conceive the confternation of 
men in fuch circumftances ; we knew 
nothing where we were, or upon what 
land it was we were driven, whether 
an illand or the main, whether inhabit­
ed or not inhabited : and, as the rage 
of the wind was ftill great, though ra­
ther lefs than at firft, we could not fo 
much as hope to have the fhip hold ma­
ny minutes without breaking in pieces, 
unlefs the winds, by a kind of mira­
cle, fhould turn immediately about. 
In a word, we fat looking one upori 
another, and expelling death every 
moment, and every man afting accord­
ingly, as preparing for anotherworld j 
for there was little or nothing more 
for us to do in this : that which was 
our prefent comfort, and all the com­
fort we had, was, that, contrary to 
our expeaation, the fhip did not break 
yet, and that the mafter laid "the wind 
began to abate. 

Now, though we thpught that the 
wind did a little tbate, yet the fhip 
having thus ftruck upon the fand, 
and flicking too faft For us to expea 
her getting off, we were in a dreadful 
condition indeed, and had nothing t6 
do but to think of Caving our lives as 
well as we couici. .'We had a boat at 
out ftern, juft .before the ftorm ; but 
fhe .was firft ftaved by dalhing againft 
the Chip's rudder, arid in the next place 
fhe broke a Way, and either funk, ox-
was driven <off to fea ; fo there was 
no hope from ber: we had another 
boat oil board, but how to get her off 
into the fea was a doubtful thing j 
however, there was no room to de­
bate; for we fancied the fhip would 
break in pieces every minute j and 
fome told us fhe was aftuallv brokeit 
already. 

In this diftrefs, the mate of our vef-
fel lays hold of the boat, and witi* 
the help of the reft of the men, they 
got her flung over the fhi^s fide, and 

getting 
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getting all into her, let go, and 
committed ourfelves, being eleven in 
number, to God's mercy, and the 
wild fea; for though the ftorm was 
abated confiderably, yet the fea went 
dreadfully high upon the fhore, and 
might well be called den wild zee, as 
the Dutch call the fea in a ftorm. 

And now our cafe was very difmal 
indeed; for we all law plainly, that 
the fea went fo high, that the boat 
could not efcape, and that we fhould 
be inevitably drowned. As to making 
fail, we had none; nor, if we had, 
could we have done any thing with it; 
fo we worked at the oar towards the 
land, though with heavy hearts, like 
men going to execution ; for we all 

. knew, that when the boat came near 
the fliore, the would be dafhed in a 
thoufand pieces by the breach of the 
fea. However, we committed our 
fouls to God in the moft earneft man­
ner, and the wind driving us towards 
the fhore, we haftened our deftru&ion 
with our own hands, pulling, as well 
as we could, towards land. 

What the fhore was, whether rock 
ot fand, whether fteep or fhoal, we 
knew not; the only hope that could 
rationally give us the leaft fhadow of 
expe&atioo, was, if we might happen 
into fome bay or gulph, or the mouth 
of fonae river, where by great chance 
we might have run our boat in, or 
got under the lee of the land ; and per­
haps made fmooth water. But there 
was nothing of this appeared; but as 
we made nearer and .nearer the fhore, 
the land looked more frightful than 
the fea. 

After we had rowed, or rather dri­
ven, about a league and an half, as 
we reckoned it, a raging wave, moun­
tain like, came rolling aftern of us, 
and plainly bid us expeft the coup de 
grace. In a word, it took us with 
fuch a fury, that it overfet the boat at 
once, and feparating us as well from 
the boat as from one another, gave us 
not time hardly to fay, < O God !' for 
we were all fwallowed up in a moment. 

Nothing can defcribe the confufion 
of thought which I felt when I funk 
into the water: for though I fwam very 
well, yet I could not deliver myfelf 
from the waves fo as to draw breath, 
till that wave having driven me, or 
father carried me a vaft way on to­
wards the fhore, and having fpentit-
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felf, went back, and left me upon the 
land almolt dry, but half dead with 
the water I took in : I had fo much 
prefence of mind, as well as breath 
left, that feeing myfelf nearer the 
main land than I expe6led, I got upon 
my feet, and endeavoured to make on 
towards the land, as faft as I could, 
before another wave fhould return, and 
take me up again. But I foon found 
it was impoffible to avoid it, for I faw 
the fea come after me as high as a great 
hill, and as furious as an enemy, 
which I had no mean| or ftrength to 
contend * with; my bufinefs was to 
hold my breath, and raife myfelf upon 
the water, if I could, and fo by fvvim-
ming to preferve my breathing, and 
pilot myfelf towards the fhore, if pof-
iible; my greateft concern now being, 
that the wave, as it would carry me 
a greatway towards the fhore when it 
came on, might not carry me back 
again with it, when it gave back to­
wards the fea. 

The wave that came upon me again, 
buried me at once twenty or thirty feet 
deep in it's own body; and I could 
feel myfelf carried with a mighty force" 
andfwiftnefs towards the fhore, a very 
great way ; but I held my breath, and 
aflifted myfelf to fwim ftiil forward 
with all my might. I was ready to' 
burft with holding my breath, when, 
as I found myfelf rifing up, fo, to my 
immediate relief, I found my head and 
hands fhoot out above the furface of 
the water; and though it was not two 
feconds of time that I could keep my­
felf fo, yet it relieved me greatly, gave 
me breath and new courage. I was 
covered again with water a good while, 
but not fo long but I held it out; and 
finding the water had fpent itfeif, and 
began to return, I ftruck forward a-
gainft the return of the waves, and 
felt ground again with my feet. I 
flood ftill a few moments to recover 
breath, and till the waters went from 
me, and then I took to my heels, and 
ran with what ftrength I had, farther 
towards the.fhore. But neither would 
this deliver me from the fury of the fea, 
which came pouring after me again* 
and twice more I was lifted up by the 
waves, and carried forwards as be- " 
fore, the fhore being very fiat. 

The laft time of thefe two had well 
ne.tr been fatal to me ; for the fea^ 
having .hurried me albng as before, 

D landed 
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landed me, or rather da/hed me,againft 
a piece of a rock, and that with fuch 
force, as it left me fenlelefs, and in­
deed helplefs, as to mine own deli­
verance j for the blow, taking ray 
nde and breaft, beat the breath, as it 
were, quite out of my body ; and had 
it returned again immediately, I muft 
have been ftrangled in the water; but 
I lecovered a little before the return 
of the waves ; and feeing I fliould be 
coveied again with the water, I re-
folved to hold fad by a piece of the 
rock, and io to hold my breath, if 
poflible, till the wave went back, 
^ow as the waves were not fo high as 
at firft, being near land, I held my 
hold, till the wave abated; and then 
fetched another run, which brought 
me fo near the fhore, that the next 
wave, though it went over me, yet did 
not fo fwallow me up, as to carry me 
away; and the next run I took, I got 
to the main land, where, to my great 
comfort, I clambered up the clif'ts of 
the more, and fat me down upon the 
giafs, free from danger, and quite out 
or the reach of the water. 

I was now landed, and fafe on 
more, and began to look up and thank 
Crod that my bfe was faved, in a cafe 
wherein there was, fome minutes be­
fore, fcarce any room to hope. I be­
lieve it is impo/Jible to expref6 to the 
life, what the exrafies and tranfports 
of the foul are when it is fo faved, as 

'̂ OUt very grave ; 
and I do not wonder now at that cuf-
tom, viz. that when a malefactor, who 
lias the halter about his neck, is tied 
UP> aund g°'*ng to be turned off, 
and has a reprieve brought to him ; 
* Jay, I do not wonder, that they 
bring a furgeon with it, to let him 
blood that very moment they, tell him 
of it, that the Jurprize may not drive 
the animal fpirits from the heart, and 
overwhelm him; 

For fudden joys, like griefs, confound at 
or It. 

I 
I walked about on the fhore, lifting 

tip my hands, and my whole beings 
as I may fay, wrapped up in the con­
templation of my deliverance, makino-
a thouland geftures and motions, which 
I cannot defcribe, reflecting upon all 
my comrades that were drowned, and 
that there /houJd not be one foul laved 

uouis. 

but myfelf; for as for them, I neve*' 
faw them afterwards, or any f,»n of 
them, except three of their hats" oner 
lows tW° "10eS' that were not lel-

I call my eyes to the ftranded veflel, 
when the breach and froth of the Tea. 
being fo b,g, I could hard]y fee -t 

lay fo far off; and confidered,' Lord 

' fhore " P°ffible 1 C0U'd get 

After I had folaced my mind with 
the comfortable part of my condition, 
I began to look round me, to fee what 
kind of place I was in, and what was 
the next to be done ; and I foonfoundl 
my comforts abate, and that, in a 
woid, I hacj a dreadful deliverance s 
tor I was wet, had no cloaths to thift: 
me, nor any thing either to eat or 
drink, to comfort me ; neither did I 
fee any profpeCl before me, but that of 
peri filing with hunger, or being de­
voured by wild beafts: and that which 
was particularly afHi&ing to me was, 
that I had no weapon either to hunt or 
kill[any creature for my fuftenance, or 
to defend myfelf againft any other 
creatures that might defire to kill me 
,i theirs- In a word, I had nothing 

about me but a knife, a tobacco-pipe, 
and a little tobacco in a box; this 
was all my proviflon ; and this threw 
me into terrible agonies of mind, that 
for a while I ran about like a mad­
man. Night coming upon me, I be­
gan, with an heavy heart, to confider 
what would be my lot, if there were 
any ravenous beafts" in that country 
hm?lrat ni!&ht they aIways come a-bioad for their prey. 

'he ™.nedy that offered to my 
oughts at that time was, to get ud 

into a thick bufliy tree, like a fir, biu 
thorny, which grew near me, and 
where I refolved to fit all night, and 
confider the next day what death I 

m' f0,T' as ?et> Ifawnopro-
Wf u I walked about a fur­
long from the lhore, to fee if I could 
find any fre/h water to drink, which I 
did to my great joy; and having drank, 
and put a little tobacco in my mouth 
to prevent hunger, I went to the tree • 
and, getting up into itj endeavoured 
to place myfelff0, as that, if 1 Jhould 
Keep, I might not fall; and, havine 
for mv d^°rt fticrk like a luncheon" 
for my defence, I took up my lodgl 
utgi and having been emffively if, 

tigued, 
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tigued, I fell faft afleep, and flept as 
comfortably as I believe few could 
have done in my condition; and found 
myfelf the molt refrefhed with it, that 
I think I ever was on fuch an occa-
iion. 

When I waked it was broad day, 
the weather clear, and theftorm abated, 
fo that the fea did not rage and fwell 
as before; but that which furprized 
me moft was, that the /hip was lifted 
off in the night, from the fand where 
/he lay, by the fwelling of the tide, 
and was driven up almoft as far as the 
lock, which I flrft mentioned, where I 
had been fo bruifed by the dafiiing 
me againft it: this being within a-
bout a mile from the fhore where I 
was, and the fhip feeming to ftand up 
ftiil, I wifhed myfelf on board, that, 
at leaft, I might fave fome neceflary 
things for my ufe. 

When I came down from my apart­
ment in the tree, I looked about me 
again ; and the flrft thing I found was 
the boat, which lay as the wind and 
the fea had to/fed her upon the land, 
about two miles to my right-hand. I 
walked as far as I "could upon .the 
fhore, to have got to her; but found a 
neck or inlet of water between me and 
the boat, which was about half a mile 
broad; fo I came back, for the pre-
fent, being more intent upon getting 
at the ftiip, where I hoped to And fome-
thing for my prefent fubfiftence. 

A little after noon I found the fea 
very calm, and the tide ebbed fo far 
out, that I could come within a quar­
ter of a mile of the fhip: and here I 
found a frefh renewing of my grief; 
for I faw evidently, that if we had' 
kept on board, we had been all fafe; 
that is to fay, we had all got fafe on 
fhore, and I had not been fo miferable 
as to be left entirely deftitute of all 
comfort and company, as I now was : 
this forced tears from my eyes again ; 
but as there was little relief in that, I 
refolved, if poflible, to get to the ftiip ; 
fo I pulled off my cloaths, for the wea­
ther was hot to extremity, and took to 
the water; but when I came to the 
ftiip, my difficulty was ftiil greater to 
know how to get on board ; as ftie lay 
a ground and high out of the water, 
there was nothing within my reach, to 
lay hold of: I fwam round her twice, 
and the fecond time I efpied a fmall 
piece of rope, which I wondered I did 

27 
not fee at flrft, hang down by the fore 
chains, fo low, as with great difficulty 
I got hold of it, and by the help of 
that rope, got up into the forecaftle of 
the ftiip. Here I found that the /hip 
was bulged, and a great deal of water 
in the hold, but that ftie lay fo on the 
ftde of a bank of hard fand, or rather 
eaith, that her ftern lay lifted up up­
on the bank, and her head low almoft 
to the water; by this means all her 
quarter was free, and all that was in 
that part was dry ; for you may be fure 
my work was to fearch, and to fee 
what was fpoiled and what was free: 
and flrft 1 found, that all the /hip's 
provifions were dry, and untouched by 
the water; and being very well dil-
pofed to eat, I went to the bread-
room, and filled my pockets with bif-
cuit, and eat it as I went about other 
things, for I had no time to lofe. I 
alio found fome rum in the great ca­
bin, of which I took a large dram, 
and which X had indeed need enough 
of, to /pint me for what was before 
me. Now I wanted nothing but a 
boat, to fumi/h myfelf with many 
things which I fore/aw would be very 
neceflary to me. 

It was in vain to fit ftiil and wifli for 
what was not to be had ; and this ex­
tremity rouzed my application. VVe 
had feveral fpare yards, and two or 
thiee large /pars of wood, and a fpare 
top-maft or two in the ftiip ; I refolved 
to fall to work with thefe, and flung as 
many of them overboard as I could 
manage for their weight, tying every 
one with a rope, that they might not 
drive away; when this was done, I 
went down the /hip's fide, and pulling 
them to me, I tied four of them fait 
together at both ends as well as 1 
could, in the form of a raft; and, 
laying two or three fhort pieces of 
plank upon them crofs-ways, X found 
I could walk upon it very well, but 
that it was not able to bear any great 
weight, the pieces being too light; fo 
1 went to work, and with a carpen­
ter's law X cut a lpare top-rnaft into 
three lengths, and added them to my 
raft, with a great deal of labour and 
pains; but the hope of furni/hing my­
felf with neceflaries encouraged me to 
go beyond what I fliould havp been 
able to have done upon another occa-
lion. 

My raft was now ftrong enough to 
U a bear 
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bear any reafonable weight £ my next 
care was what to load it with, and how 
to preferve what I laid upon it from 
the furf of the lea; but I was not long 
confidering this : I firft laid all the 
planks or boards upon it that I could 
<retj and having confidered well what 
I mod wanted, I firft got three of the 
feamen's chefts, which I had bioken 
open and emptied, and lowered them 
down upon my raft ; the firft of thefe 
I filled with provifions, viz. bread, 
rice, three Dutch cheefes, five pieces of 
dried goat's flefh, which we lived much 
upon,°and a little remainder of Euro­
pean corn, which had been laid by for 
fpme fowls which we brought to fea 
with us, but the fowls were killed« theie 
l\ad been fome barley and wheat toge­
ther ; but, to my great difappointment, 
I found afterwards, that the rats had 
eaten 01 fpoiled it all. As tor liquors, 
I found lie vera I cafes of bottles belong­
ing to our Ikipper, in which were fome 
cordial waters, and in all about five or 
fix gallons of arrack ; thefe I itowed by 
themfelves, there being no need to put 
them into the cheft, nor any room for 
t h e m .  W h i l e  I  w a s  d o i n g  t h i s ,  I  
found the tide began to flow, though 
very calm, and I had the mortification 
to lee my coat, fhirt, arn^l wailtcoat, 
which I had left on fhore upon the 
fand, i*wim away ; as for my breeches, 
which were only linen and open-kneed* 
I fwam on board in them and my ftock-
ipgs: however, this put me upc/i rum­
maging for cloaths, of which I found 
enough, but took no more than I want­
ed for prefent ufe, for I had other 
things which my eye was more upon ; 
as, fir If, tools to work with on fhore, 
and it was alter long fearchmg that 
I found out the carpenter's chelt, 
which was indeed a very ufeful prize 
to me, and much more valuable than 
a fhip-loading of gold would have 
been at that time. I got it down to 
my raft, even whole as it was, with­
o u t  l o f i n g  t i m e  t o  l o o k  i n t o  i t ,  f o r  I  
knew in general what it contained. 

My next care was for fome ammu­
nition and arms. There were two 
very good fowling-pieces in the great 
cabin, and twopiftols; thefe I feeured 
firlf, with fome powder-horns, a fmall 
bag of fiiot, and two old rufty fwords : 
J knew there were three barrels of 
powder in the fhip, but knew not 
where our gunner had Itowed theip ; 
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but with much fearch I  found them, 
two of them dry and good, the third 
had taken water; thole two I got to 
m y  r a f t ,  w i t h  t h e  a r m s .  A n d  n o w  I  
thought myfelf pretty well freighted, 
and began to think how I fhould get to 
fhore with them, having neither fail, 
oar- or rudder, and the leaft capful of 
wind would have overfet all my navi­
gation. 

I  had three encouragements: i. A 
fmooth and calm lea. 2. The tide 
riling and fetting in to the lhore. 
3. What little wind there was blew me 
towards the land. And thus, having 
found two or three broken oars be­
longing to the boat, and befides the 
tools which were in the cheft, I found 
two faws, an axe, and a hammer; and 
with this cargo I put to fea. For a 
mile, or thereabouts, my raft went 
very well, only that I found it drive a 
little diftant from the place where I had 
landed before; by which I perceived 
that there was fome indraught of the 
water, and confequently I hoped to find 
f o m e  c r e e k  o f  t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e ,  w h i c h  I  
might make ufe of as a port to get to 
land with my cargo. 

As I  imagined, lb it was; there ap­
p e a r e d  b e f o r e  m e  a  l i t t l e  o p e n i n g  o f  
t h e  l a n d .  I  f o u n d  a  f t r o n g  c u r r e n t  o f  
the tide fet into it ; fo I guided my raft 
as well as I could to keep in the middle 
of the ftream : but here I had like to 
have fuffered afecond fhipwreck,which, 
if I had, I think verily would have 
broken my heart; for, knowing no­
thing of the coaft, my raft run aground 
at one end of it upon a fhoal, and not 
being aground at the other end, it 
wanted but a little that all my cargo 
had flipped off towards that end that 
was afloat, and lb fallen into the wa­
ter : I did my utmoft, by fetting my 
back again ft the chefts, to keep them in 
their places, but could not thruft off 
the raft with all my ftrength; neither 
durft I ftir from the pofture I was in, 
but, holding up the chefts with all my 
might, ftood in that manner near half 
an hour, in which time the riling of 
the water brought me a little more 
upon a level; and a little after, the 
water ftill rifing, my raft floated again, 
and I thruft her off with the oar I had, 
into the channel; and then driving up 
higher, I at length found myfelf in 
the mouth of a little river, with land 
on both fides, and a ftrong current of 
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vide running up." I  looked on both fides 
fpra proper place to get to fhore, for 
I was not willing to be driven too high 
up the river, hoping in time to fee fome 
(hip at fea, and therefore refolved to 
p l a c e  m y f e l f  a s  n e a r  t h e  c o a f t  a s  I  
could. 

At length I  fpied a little cove on 
the right fhore of the creek, to which, 
with great pain and difficulty I guided 
my raft; and at laft got fo near, as 
t h a t ,  r e a c h i n g  g r o u n d  w i t h  m y  o a r ,  I  
could thruft her dire&Iy in; but here 
I had like to have dipped all my cargo 
in the fea again; for that lhore lying 
pretty fteep, that is to f3y, floping, 
there was no place to land, but where 
one end of the float, if it ran on fhore, 
would lie fo high, and the other link 
lower, as before, that it would endan­
ger my cargo again : all that I could 
do, was to wait till the tide was at the 
higheft, keeping the raft with my oar, 
like an anchor, to hold the fide of it 
faft to the fhore, near a flat piece of 
ground which I expe£ted the water 
would flow over ; and fo it did. As 
foou as I found water enough (for my 
r a f t  d r e w  a b o u t  a  f o o t  o f  w a t e r )  I  
thruft her upon that flat piece of 
ground, and there faftened or moored 
her, by flicking my two broken oars 
into the ground ; one on one fide near 
one end, and one on the other fide 
near the other end ; and thus I lay till 
the water ebbed away, and left my 
raft and all my cargo, fafeon fhore. 

My next work was to view the 
country, and feek a proper place for 
my habitation, and where to flow my 
goods, to fecure them from v^iat-
ever might happen. Where I was, 
I yet knew not; whether on the con­
tinent,, or on an ifland ; whether in­
habited, or not inhabited ; whether 
in danger of wild beafts, or not. 
There was a hill not above a mile from 
me, which role up very fteep and high, 
and which feemed to overtop fome 
other hills which lay as in a ridge from 
it northward : I took out one of the 
fowling-pieces, and one of th^ piftols, 
and a horn of powder; and thus arm­
ed, I travelled fordifcovery up to the 
top of that hill, where, after I had 
with great labour and difficulty got 
up, I immediately faw my fate, to my 
great affliction ; viz. that I was in an 
iiland environed every way with the 
fea, no land to be fe^n except fome 

rocks which lay a great way off, and 
two fmall ifiands lei's than this, which 
lay about three leagues to the weft. 

I  found alio that the ifland I  was in 
was barren, and, as I faw good rea-
fon to believe, uninhabited, except h7 
wild beafts, of which, however, I faw 
none; yet I faw abundance of fowls, 
but k::cw not their kinds; neither, 
when L killed them, could I tell what 
was fit for food, and what not. At 
my coming back, I fliot at a great 
bird which I faw fitting upon a tree 
on the fide of a largewood : I believe 
it was the firlt gun that had been fired 
there fince the creation of the world. 
I had no fooner fired, but from all the 
parts of the wood there 3role an ex­
traordinary number of fowlsof many 
forts, making a confufed fcrtaming 
and crying, every one according to his 
ufual note; but not one of them of 
any kind that I knew: as for that 
creature I killed, I took it to be a kind 
of an hawk, it's colour and beak re-
fembling it, but it had no talons or 
claws more than common ; it's flefh. 
was carrion, and fit for nothing. 

Contented with this difcovery, I  
cgme back to my raft, and fell to work 
to bring my cargo on fhore, which 
took me up rhe reft of the day : what 
to do with myfelf at night, I knew 
not, nor indeed where to reft; fori 
was afraid to lie down on the ground, 
not knowing but fome wild beaft 
might devour me, though I afterwards 
found there was really no need for 
thofe fears. 

However, as well as I  could, I  bar-
ricadoed myfelf round with the chefts 
and boards that I had brought on fhore, 
and made a kind, of an hut for that 
night's lodging: as for food, I yet 
faw not which way to fupply myfelf, 
except that I had feen two or three 
creatures Jike hares run out of the 
wood where I fhot the fowl. 

I  now began to confider,that I  might 
yet get a great many things out of the 
fhip, which would be ufeful to me, 
and particularly fome of the rigging 
and fails, and fuch other things as 
might come to hand ; and I refolved to 
make another voyage on board the vef-
fel, if poflible; and as I knew that 
the firlt ftorm that blew muft necefla-
rily break her all in pieces, I refolved 
to fet all other things apart till I got 
every thing out of the flnp that I could 

get j 
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get; then I called a council, that is 
to lay, in my thoughts, whether I 
Ihould take back the raft; but this ap­
peared impracticable; fo I refolved to 
go as before, when the tide was down ; 
and I did fo, only that I /hipped be­
fore I went from my hut, having no­
thing on but a chequered /hirt, a pair 
of linen drawers, and a pair of pumps 
on my feet. 

I got on board the /hip as before, 
and prepared a fecond raft; and, hav­
ing had experience of the firft, I nei­
ther made this fo unwieldy, nor loaded 
it fo hard; but yet I brought away fe­
deral thing* very ufeful to me : as, fir/l, 
in the carpenter's /lore I found two or 
three bags full of nails and fpikes, a 
great ferew-jack, a dozen or two of 
hatchets, and above all, that moft ufe­
ful thing called a grind/tone : all thefe 
I /ecured, together with fcveral things 
belonging to the gunner, particularly 
two or three iron-crows, and two bar­
rels of mu/ket-bullets, feven mu/kets, 
and another fowling-piece, with fome 
imall quantity of powder more; a large 

/hot, and a great roll 
of /heet-Iead; but this laft was fo 
heavy, X could not hoift it up to o-et it 
over the /hip's fide. 

Be/ides thefe things, I took all the 
men s deaths that I could find, and a 
/pare fore-top fail, hammock, and fome 
bedding; and with this I loaded my 
fecond raft, and brought them alfo ail 
/ate on more, to my very great comfort. 

X was under fome apprehenfions du­
ring my abfence from the land, that at 
iea/l my provifions might be devoured 
on /hore ; but when I came back, I 
found no iign of any vifitor, only there 
fat a creature like a wild cat upon one 
of the chefts, which, when I came to­
wards it, ran away to a little diftance, 
and then flood Hill ; /lie fat verv corn-
poled and unconcerned, and looked 
full m my face, as if /he had a mind 
to be acquainted with me. I prefented 
my gun at her, but /he did not under­
hand it, /he was perfectly unconcerned 
at it, nor did Hie offer to ltir away • 
upon which I tolled her a bit of bi/cuit' 
though by the way X was not very free 
of it, for my Hore was not great. 
However, I fpared her a bit, I fay, 
and Hie went to it, fmelled of it, and 
eat it* and looked (as pleafed) for 
Ihore; put X thanked her, and could 
fpare no more, fo /he marched off. 

Having got my fecond cargo on tfior£ 
(though I was tain to open the barrels 
of powder, and bring them by parcels, 
for they were too heavy, being large 
ca/ks) I went to work to make a little 
tent with the fail, and fome poles 
which I cut for that purpofe; and into 
this tent I brought every thing that I 
knew would fpoil, either with rain or 
fun; I piled all the empty cheHs and 
ca/ks up in a circle round the tent, to 
fortify it from any Hidden attempt, 
either from man or beaft. 

When I had done this, I blocked 
up the door of the tent with fome 
boards within, and an empty che/l fet 
up an end without; and fpreading one 
of the beds upon the ground, layincr 
my two pi Hols ju/t at my head, and my 
gun at length by me, I went to bed for 
the firft time, and flept very quietly 
all night: I was very weary and heavy r 
for the night before I had flept little, 
and had laboured very hard all day, as 
well to fetch thofe things from the /hip. 
as to get them on /hore. 

I had the biggeft magazine of all 
kinds now that ever was laid up, I 
believe, for one man ; but I was not 
fatisned Hill; for while the /hip fat up­
right in that poHure, I thought I ought 
to get every thing out of her that I 
could; fo every day at low water I 
went on board, and brought away 
iomething or other; but particularly 
the third time I went, I brought away 
as much of the rigging as I could, as 
ailo all the fmall ropes and rope-twine 
I could get, with a piece of fpare can­
vas, which was to mend the fails upon 
occafion, and the barrel of wet gun-
powder: in a word, X brought away 
all the fails firft and laft, only that I 
was fain to cut them in pieces, and 
bring as much at a time as I could -
for they were no more ufeful to me for 
lails, but as mere canvas only. 

But that which comforted me more 
Hill, was, that at laH of all, after I 
had made five or fix fuch voyages as 
thefe, and thought I had nothing more 
to expea from the /hip, that was worth 
meddling with ; I fay, after all this, I 
found a great hog/head of bread, three 
large rundlets.of rum or fpirits, a box 
of fine in gar, and a barrel of- fine 
hour : this was furprizing to me, be-
caufe I had given over expeaing any 
more provi/ions, except what was fpoil-

by th? water, I foon emptied the 
hog/heatl 
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liog/head of that bread, and wrapped 
it up, parcel by parcel, in pieces of the 
fails, which I cut out; and, in a 
word, I got all this fafe on /hore alfo, 
though at feveral times. 

The next day I made another voy­
age ; and now having plundered the 
/hip of what was portable, and fit to 
hand out, I began with the cables; and 
cutting the great cable into pieces, fuch 
as I could move, I got two cables and 
an hawfer on /hore, with all the iron­
work I could get; and having cut down 
the iprit-fail yard and the mizen-yard, 

and every thing I could to make a 
large raft, I loaded it with all tho/e 
heavy goods, and came away : but my 
good luck began to leave me ; for this 
raft was fo unwieldy, and fo overladen, 
that after I was entered the little cove, 
where I had landed the reft of my 
goods, not being able to guide it fo 
handily as I did the other, it overfet, 
and threw me and all my cargo into 
the water. As for myfelf, it was no 
great harm, for I was near the /hore ; 
but as to my cargo, it was great part 
of it loft, efpecially the iron, which I 
expe&ed would have been of great ufe 
to me : however, when the tide was 
out, I got moft of the pieces of cable 
a/hore, and fome of the iron, though 
with infinite labour, for I was fain to 
dip for it into the water, a work which 
fatigued me very much ; after this, I 
went every day on board, and brought 
away what I could get. 

I had been thirteen days on fliore, 
and had been eleven times on board the 
/hip ; in which time I had brought 
away all that one pair of hands could 
well be fuppofed capable to bring; 
though I believe verily, had the calm 
weather held, I /hould have brought 
away the whole /hip, piece by piece : 
but preparing the twelfth time to go 
on board, I found the wind began to 
rife ; however, at low water, I went on 
board, and though I thought I had rum­
maged the cabin fo efte&ually as that 
nothing more could be found, yet X 
di/covered a locker with drawers in it, 
in one of which I found two or three 
razors, and one pair of large fciffars, 
with ten or a dozen good knives and 
forks ; in another, I found about thir­
ty-fix pounds value in money, fome 
European coin, fome Brazil, fome pieces 
of eight, fome gold, fome /liver. 

I iinilcd to myfelf at the fight of 

this money. 4 O drug !' faid X aloud, 
4 what art thou good for ? thou art 
' not worth to me, no, not the taking 
4 off the ground ! one of thofe knives 
' is worth all this heap ; I have no 
< manner of ufe for thee ; even remain 
( where thou art, and go to the bot-
c torn as a creature whole life is not 
4 worth faving !' However, upon fecond 
thoughts, I took, it away, and wrap­
ping all this in a piece of canvas, I 
began to think of making another raft; 
but while I was preparing this, I found 
the /ky over-caft, and the wind began 
to rife, and in a quarter of an hour it 
blew a fre/h gale from, the /hore ; it 
prefently occurred to me, that it was 
in vain to pretend to make a raft, with 
the wind off fiiore, and that it was my 
bufinefs to be gone before the tide of 
flood began, otherwife I might not be 
able to reach the /hore at all : accord­
ingly, I let myfelf down into the water, 
and fwam crofs the channel, which 
lay between the Hiip and the fand, and 
even that with difficulty enough, part­
ly with the weight of the things I had 
about me, and partly the roughnefs of 
the water; for the wind rofe very 
haftily, and before it was quite high 
water, it blew a fform. 

But I was gotten home to my little 
tent, where I lay with all my wealth 
about me very fecure. It blew very 
hard all that night; and in the morn­
ing, when I looked out, behold, no 
more /hip was to be feen. I was a 
little furprized ; but recovered myfelf 
with this fatisfa&ory reflexion; viz. 
that I had loft no time, nor abated any 
diligence, to get every thing out of her 
that could be ufeful to me; and that 
indeed there was little left in her that I 
was able to bring away, if I haddiad 
mpre time. I now gave over any more 
thought of the /hip, or of any thing 
out of her, except what might drive 
on /hore from her wreck, as indeed 
divers pieces of her afterwards did; 
but thofe things were of fmall ufe 
to me. 

My thoughts were now wholly em­
ployed about fecuring myfelf againft 
either favages, if any fhould appear, 
or wild bea/ls, if any were in the 
i/land ; and I had many thoughts of 
the method how to do this, and what 
kind of dwelling to make ; whether I 
/hould make me a cave in the earth, or 
a tent upon the earth: and, in ffibrt, 

I re-
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I refolved upon both ; the manner and 
defcription of which it may not be im­
proper to give an account of. 

I foon found the place I was in was 
not for my fettleroent, particularly be-
cutile it was upon a low moorifli ground 
near the fea, and I believed would not 
be wholefome, and more particularly, 
becaule there was no water near it; To 
i refolved to find a more healthy and 
more convenient fpot of ground. 

I confulted feveral things in my 
fituation, which I found would be pro­
per for me; fir it, health, and frefli 
water, as I juft now mentioned ; le-
condly, fhelter from the heat of the 
tun ; thirdly, fecurity from ravenous 
creatures, whether man orbeaft; fourth­
ly, a view to the fea, that if God fent 
any fliip in light, I might not lole any 
advantage of my deliverance, for which 
I was not willing to banilli my ex-
pcflation yet. 

In fearch of a place proper for this, 
I found a little plain ori the fide of a 
rifiug hill, whofe form towards this 
little plain, was as fteep as an houfe 
lide, lb that nothing could come down 
upon me from the top : on the fide of 
this rock there was an hollow place, 
•worn a little way in, like the entrance 

door of a cave, but there was not 
really any cave or way into the rock 
at all. 

On the fiat of the green, juft before 
this hollow place, I refolved to pitch 
my tent. This plain was not above 
an hundred yards broad, and about 
twice as long, and lay like a green be­
fore the door, and at the end of it de-
Icended irregularly every way down in­
to the low grounds by the fea-fide. 
It was on the N.N.W. fide of the 
bill, fo that it was Weltered from the 
Jieat every day, till it came to a W. 
and by S. fun, or thereabouts, which 
in thofe countries is near the fetting. 

Before I fet up my tent, I drew an 
Tialf circle before the hollow plac^> 
which took in about ten yards in it s 
femi-diameter, from the rock,and twenty 
yards in it's diameter, from it's begin­
ning and ending. 

In this half circle I pitched two rows 
of ftrong ftakes, driving them into the 
ground "till they flood very firm like 
piles ; the biggeft end, being out of 
the ground above five feet and ail ^air, 
and fharpened on the top; the two 

rows did not ftand above fix inches 
from one another. 

Then I took the pieces of cable 
which I had cut in the fhip, and laid 
them in rows upon one another, with­
in the circle, between thole two rows 
of ftakes, up to the top ; placing other 
flakes in the inlide, leaning againfl 
them, about two feet and a half high, 
like a fpur to a poll; and this fence 
was fo ltrong, that neither man or 
beafl could get into it, or over it. 
This coft me a great deal of time and 
labour, efpeciaily to cut the piles in 
the wood, bring them to the place, and 
drive tjiem into the earth. 

The entrance into this place I made 
to be, not by a door, but by a fhort 
ladder to go over the top ; which lad­
der, when I was in, I lifted over after 
me ; and fo I was eompleatly fenced 
in, and fortified, as I thought, from 
all the world, and confequently fiept 
fecure in the night, which otherwile 
I could not have done; though, as it 
appeared afterwards, there was no need 
o f  a l l  t h i s  c a u t i o n  f r o m  t h e  e n e m i e s  I 
had apprehended danger from. 

Into this fence, or fortrefs, within-
finite labour, I carried all my riches, 
all my provifions, ammunition, and 
ftores, of which you have the account 
above; and I made me a large tent alio, 
to preferve me from the rains, that in 
one part of the year are very violent 
there. I made itdoubie; viz. onefmaller 
tent within, and one larger tent above 
it; and covered the uppermoft part of 
it with a large tarpaulin, which I had 
faved among the fails. 

And now I lay no more for a while 
in the bed which I had brought on 
fhore, but in an hammock, which? 
was indeed a very good one, and be­
longed to the mate of the fin p. 

Into this tent I brought all my pro­
vifions, and every thing that would 
fpoil by the wet ; and having thus m-
clofed all my goods, I made up the 
entrance, which till now I had lett 
open, and fo palled and repafled, as 
laid, by a fhort ladder. 

Whefi I had done this, I began to 
work my way into the rock, and bring­
ing all the earth and ftones that I dug;-
down, out through my tent, I laid 
them up within my fence in the nature 
of a terrace, fo that it railed the ground 
within about a foot and an half; and 

• thus 
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tWuS I made a cave juft behind my 
tent, which ferved me like a cellar to 
my houfe. 

It coft me much labour, and many 
days, before all > thefe things were 
brought to perfe&ion ; and therefore I 
muff go back to fome other things 
which took up fome of my thoughts. 
At the fame time it happened, after I 
had laid my fcheme for the fetting up 
the tent, and making the cave, that a 
ftorm of rain falling from a thick dark 
cloud, a ludden flafh of lightning hap­
pened, and after that, a great clap of 
thunder, as is naturally the etfea ot it r 
I was not fo much furprized with the 
lightning, as I was with the thought 
which darted into my mind as fwift as 
the lightning itfelf : 4 O my powder !' 
My very heart funk within me, when 
I thought, that at one blaft all my 
powder might be deftroyed : on which, 
not my defence only, but the providing 
me food, as I thought, entirely de­
pended. I was nothing near fo anxious 
about my own danger; though, had 
the powder took fire, I had never known 
who had hurt me. 

Such imprefiion did this make upon 
me, that after the ftorm was over, I 
laid afide all my work, my building 
and fortifying, and -applied myfelf to 
make bags and boxes to feparate my 
powder, and to keep it a little and a 
little in a parcel, in hopes, that what­
ever might come, it might not all take 
fire at once, and to keep fo apart, 
that it Ihould not be pofiible to make 
one part fire another. I finifhed this 
work in about a fortnight 5 and I think 
my powder, which in all was about 
340 pounds weight, was divided into no 
lefs than an hundred parcels. As to 
the barrel that had been wet, I did not 
apprehend any danger from that, fb I 
placed it in my new cave, which in my 
fancy I called my kitchen ; and the 
reft I hid up and down in holes among 
the rocks, fo that no wet might come 
to it, marking very carefully where 
I laid it. 

In the interval of time while this 
was doing, I went out at leaft once 
every day with my gun, as well to di­
vert' myfelf, as to fee if I could kill 
any thing fit for food, and as near as 
I cculd to acquaint myfelf with what 
the ifland produced. The firft time I 
went out, I prefently diicovcred, that 
there were goats in the ifland, which 

was a great fatisfa£tion to me; but 
then it was attended with this misfor­
tune to me, viz. that they were lb fhy, 
fo lubtle, and fo fwift of foot, that it 
was the difficulteft thing in the world 
to come at them; but I was not dif-
couraged at this, not doubting but I 
might now and then fhoet one, as it 
foon happened; for after I had found 
their haunts a little, I laid wait -n this 
manner for them. I obferved, if they 
law me in the vallies, though they 
Were upon the rocks, they would run. 
away as in a terrible fright; but if 
they were feeding in the vallies and 
I was upon the rocks, they took no no­
tice of m£ ; from whehce I concluded, 
that by the pofition of their opticks, 
their fight was fo dire£Ied downward, 
that they did not readily fee objefts that 
were above them : fo afterwards I took 
this method 5 I always climbed the 
rocks firft, to get above them, and 
then had frequently a fair mark. The 
firft fliot I made among tiiefe creatures, 
I killed a fhe-goat which liad a little 
kid by her, which fhe gave fuck to, 
which grieved me heartily; but when 
the old^ one fell, the kid ftood ftock* 
ltill by her till I came and took her up; 
and not only fo, but when I carried the 
old one with me upon my fhouiders, 
the kid followed me quite to my in-
clofure ; upon which I laid down the 
dam, and took the kid in my arms, 
and carrried it over my pale, in hopes 
to have bred it up tame ; but it would 
not eat; fo I was forced to kill it, 2nd 
eat it myfelf: thefe two ^ fupplied me 
with flefli a great while, for I eat fpar-
ingly, and laved my provifions (my 
bread efpeciaily) as much as pofiibly t 
could. 

Having now fixed my habitation, I 
found it abfolutely neceffary to provide 
a place to make a fire in, and fuel 
to burn; and what I did for thai, 
as alfo how I inlarged my cave, and 
what conveniences I made, I fhall 
give a full account of in it's place : 
but I mult firft give fome little ac­
count of myfelf, and of my thoughts 
about living, which it may well be l'up-
pofed were not a few. 

I had a difmal profpe6I of my condi­
tion ; for as I was not caft away upon, 
that ifl'arid without being driven, as is 
faid by a violent ftorm quite out of 
the courfe of our intended voyage, and 
a great way, viz. fome hundreds of 

E leagues 
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leagues out of the^ ordinary courfe of 
the trade ct mankind, X had great rea­
fon to conlider it as a determination of 
Heaven, that in this defolate place, and 
in this defolate manner, I fliould end 
my life : the tears would run plentiful­
ly down my face when I made thefe 
reflexions ; and fometimes I would ex­
po ftu late with myfelf, why Providence 
ihould thus compleatly ruin it's crea­
tures, and render them fo abfolutely 
jniferable, fo without help abandoned, 
and fo entirely depreffed, that it could 
Ijardly be rational to be thankful for 
fuch a life. 

But fomething always returned fwift 
upon me to check thefe thoughts, and 
to reprove me; and particularly, one 
<1 ay walking with my gun in my hand 
by the lea-fide, I was very penfive 
upon the fubjeX of my prefent condi­
tion, when Reafon, as it were, put 
in, expollulating with me the other 
way, thus: < Well, you are in a de-
* folate condition, 'tis true ; but, pray, 
4 remember, where are the reft of you ! 
* Did not you come eleven of you into 
4 the boat ? Where are the ten ? Why 
* were not they faved, and you loft ? 
* Why are you fingled out ? Is it 
4 better to be here or there?' And 
then I pointed to the fea. All evils 
are to be confidered with the good that 
is in them, and with what worfe attend­
ed them. 

Then it occured to me again, how 
well I was furnilhed for my fubfiftence, 
and what would have been my cafe, 
if it had not happened, which was 
an hundred thoufand to one, that the 
/hip floated from the place where firft 
Ihe ftruck, and was driven fo near to 
the Ihore that I had time to get1 all 
thefe things out of her. What would 
have been my cafe, if I had been to 
have lived in the condition in which I 
at firft came on fliore,without neceffaries 
of life, or any means to fupply and 
procure them : 4 Particularly,' faid I 
ttlcud, (though to my ft If) 4 what would 
4 I have done without a gun ; without 
* ammunition; without any tools to 
4 make any thing ; or to work with ? 
* without cloaths", bedding, a tent, 
4 or any manner of coverings ?' And 
that now I had all thefe to ^a fufficient 
quantity, and was in a fair way to 
provide myfelf in fuch a manner, as to 
iiye without my gun when my ammu­
nition was fpent, fo that I had a tole­

rable view of fubflfting without any 
want as long as I lived: for I confi­
dered from the beginning how I would" 
provide for the' accidents that might 
happen, and for the time that was to 
come, even not only after my ammu -
niticn fliould be fpent, but even after 
my health or ftrength fliould decay. 

I confefs I had not then entertained 
any notion of my ammunition being 
deft'royed at one blaft, I mean, my pow­
der being blown up by lightning ; and 
this made the thoughts of it furprizing 
to me, when it lightned and thunder­
ed, as I obferved juft now. 

And now, being to enter into a me­
lancholy relation of a fcene of filent. 
life, fuch perhaps as was never heard 
of in the world before, I fliall take it 
from it's beginning, and continue it in 
it's order. It was, by my account, 
the 30th of September, when, in the 
manner as above faid, I firft fet foot 
upon this horrid ifland, when the fun, 
being to us, in it's autumnal equinox, 
was almcft Juft over my head; for I 
reckoned myfelf, by obftrvation, to 
be in the latitude of 9 degrees 22 mi­
nutes fouth of the line. 

After I had been there about ten or 
twelve days, it came into my thought s-
that I fliould lofe my reckoning of time 
for want of books, and pen and ink, 
and fliould even forget the fabbath-
days from the working- days : but to-
prevent this, I cut it with my knife 
upon a large poft, in capital letters ^ 
and making it into a great crofs-, I fet 
it up on the fhore where I firft landed, 
viz. 4 I came on fliore here the 30th 
4 of September 1659.' Upon the fides 
of this fquare poft I cut every day a 
notch with my knife, and every feventh-
notch was as long again as the reft, 
and every firft day of the month as long 
again as that long one ; and thus I kept 
my calendar, or weekly, monthly, and 
yearly reckoning of time. 

In the next place, we are to obferve J 
that among the many things which X 
brought from the fhip in feveral voy-
ages, which (as above-mentioned) I 
made to it, I got feveral things of 
lefs value, but not at all lefs ufeful to 
me, which I omitted fetting down be­
fore ; as in particular, pens, ink, and 
paper, feveral parcels in the captain's, 
mate's, gunner's, and carpenter's keep­
ing, three or four compaffes, fome ma­
thematical inflrumems; dials, perfpec-

tives> 
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fives, charts, and books of navigation, 
all which I huddled together, whether 
I might want them or 110 ; alfo I found 
three very good bibles, which came to 
me in my cargo from England, and 
which I had packed up among my 
things ; fome Portugueze books alfo, 
and among them, two or three Popifli 
prayer-books, and feveral other books, 
all which I carefully fecured. And I 
.rnuft not forget that we had in the 
fhip a clog and two cats, of whole 
eminent hiftory I muft have occafion to 
fay fomething in it's place 5 for I car­
ried both the cats with me ; and as for 
ithe dog, he jumped out of the Ihip of 
himfelf, and fvvarn on fliore to me the 
day after I went on fliore with my firft 
-cargo, and was a trufty fervant to me 
many years : I wanted nothing that 
he could fetch me, nor any company 
that he could make up to me ; I only 
wanted to have him talk to me,, but 
that he could not do. As I obferved 
before> I found pen, ink and paper, 
and I hufbanded them to the ntmoft ; 
and I fliall lliew, tjiat while my ink 
lafted, I kept things very exaX, but 
after that was gone, I could not; for 
I could not make any ink, by any 
means that I could get. 

An 1 this put me in mind that I 
wanted many things, notwithftanding 
all that I had amafled together : and of 
thefe, this of ink was one ; as alfo a 
fipade, pick-axe, and Ihovel, to dig or 
remove the earth; needles, pins, and 
thread. As for linen, I foon learned to 
want that without much difficulty. 

This want of tools made every work 
J did go on heavily, and it was near 

E V I L .  

I am caft upon an horrible defolate 
ifland j void of all hope of recovery. 

I am Angled out and feparated, as it 
were from all the world, to be mi­
serable. 

I am divided from mankind, a foli-
tary, one baniffied from human fo-
ciety. 

I have no cloaths to cover me. 

a whole year before I had entirely 
finiffied my little pale, or lurrpunded 
habitation : the piles or ftakes, which 
were as heavy as I could well lift, 
were a longtime in cutting and prepar­
ing in the woods, and more by far in 
bringing home; fo that I fpent fome­
times two days in cutting and bringing 
home one of fhofe ports, and a third 
day in driving it into the ground; for 
which purpole I got a heavy piece of 
wood at firft, but at laft bethought my­
felf of one of the iron crows, which 
however, though I found, it yet made 
driving thofe pofts or piles very labo­
rious, and tedious work. 

But what need I have been concerned 
at the tedioufnefs of any thing I had 
to do, feeing I had time enough to 
do it in ! Nor had I any other employ­
ment, if that had been over, at leait 
that I could forefee, except the rang­
ing the ifland to feek for food, which 
I did more or lefs every day. 

I now began fericufly to confider my 
condition, and the circumftances I was 
reduced to, and I drew up the ftate of 
my affairs in writing; not fo much to 
leave them to any that were to come 
after rne, (for I was like to have but 
few heirs) as to deliver my thoughts 
from daily poring upon them, and af-
fliXing my mind ; and as my reafon 
began now to mafter my defpondency, 
I began to comfort myfelf as well as 
I could, and fo fet the good againft 
the evil, that I might have fomething 
to diftinguifh my cafe from worfe ;tand 
I fcated it very impartially, like debtor 
and creditor, (the comfort I enjoyed, 
againft the miferies I fuffered) thus: 

GOOD.  

But I am alive, and not drowned, as 
all my fhip's company was. 

But I am Angled out too from all the 
fhip's crew, to be fpared from death; 
and He that miraculoufly faved me 
from death, can deliver me from this 
condition. 

But I am not ftarved, and perifhing on 
a barren place, affording no fuften-
ance. 

But I am in an hot climate, where, if 
I had cloaths, I could hardly wear 
them. 

E z I am 
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E V JI*. 

I am without any defence or means to 
refill any violence of man or bead, 

I have no foul to fpeak to, or relieve 
me> 

G O O D .  

But I am call on an ifland where I fee 
no wild beads to hurt me, as I faw 
on the coad of Africa: and what iF* 
I had been fhipwrecked there? 

But God wonderfully fent the fhip in 
near enough to the diore, that I have 
gotten out fo many neceffary things 
as will either fupply my wants, oi* 
enable me to lupply myfelf, even as 
long as I live. 

Upon the whole, here was an un- and fowhen I found I was pretty fafb 
doubted tedimony, that there was as to beads of prey, I worked iide-
fcarce any condition in the world fo ways to the right-hand into the rock: ; 
miferable, but there was fomething and, then turning to the right again» 
negative, or fomething pofitive, to be worked quite out, and made my door 
thankful in it ; and let this ftand.as a to come out on the outfide of my pale 
direction from the experience of the or fortification. 
mod miferable of all conditions in This gave me not only egrefs and 
this world, that we may always find regrefs, as it was a back-way to my 
in it fomething to comfort ourfelves tent^ and to my dore-houfe, but gave 
from, and tc fet, in the defcription of me room to dow my goods, 
good' and evil, on the predit fide of And now I began to apply myfelf to 
the account. make fuch neceffary things as I found 

Having now brought my mind a I mod wanted, particularly a chair-
little to relifh my condition, and giv- and a table ; for without theie, I 
ing over looking out to fea, to fee if notable to enjoy the few comforts £ 
I could fpy a fhip 5 I fay, giving over had in the world ; I could not write 
thefe things, I began to apply myfelf or eat, or do feveral things, with To 
to accommodate my way of living, much pleafure, without a table, 
and to make things as ealy to me as I So I went to work ; and here I mud 

• could. needs obferve, that as realon is the 
I have already defcribed my habi- fubltance and original of the mathe-

tation, which was a tent under the fide maticks, fo, by dating and iquaring-
of a rock, furrounded with a drong every thing by reafon, and by making 
pale of pods and cables, but I might now the mod rational judgment of things, 
rather call it a wall; fori raifed a kind every man may be, in time, mafter 
of wall up againd it of turfs, about of every mechanick art. I had never 
two feet^thick on the outfide 5 and af- handled a tool in my life, and yet in 
ter fome time, (I think it was a year time, by labour, application, and con-
and an half) I raifed rafters from it, trivance, I found at lad that I want-
Jeaning to the rock, and thatched or ed nothing but I could have made it, 
covered it with boughs of trees, and efpecially if I had had tools; how-
fuch thift«-s as I could get to keep out ever, I made abundance of things even 
the rain, which I found at fome times without tools, and fome with no more 
of the year very violent. tools than an adze and an hatchet, 

I have already obferved how I which perhaps were never made that 
brought all my goods into this pale, way before, and that with infinite la-
and Tnto the cave which I had made bour. For example; if I wanted a. 
behind me; but I mull obferve too, board, I had no other way but to cut 
that, at firft, this was a confuted heap down a tree, fet it on an edge before 
of goods, which, as they lay in no or- me, and hew it flat on either fide with, 
tier, fo they took up all my place : I my axe, till I had brought it to be as 
had no room to turn myfelf, fo I fat thin as a plank, and then dub itfmooth 
myfelf to enlarge my cave, and work- with my adze : it is true, by this me­
ed farther into the earth ; for it was thod I could make but one board out 
a loofe fandy rock, Which yielded of a whole tree ; but this I had no re-
eafily to the labour I beftcwed on it; medy for but patience, any more than. 

* J T K-jci 
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I had for the prodigious deal of time 
and labour which it took me up to 
make a plank or board : but my time 
or labour was little worth, and fo it 
was as well employed one way as 
another. 

However, I made me a table and 
a chair, as I obferved above, in the 
firft place, and this I did out of the 
fhort pieces of boards that I brought 
on my raft from the fhip : but when 
I had wrought out fome boards, as 
above, I made large lhelves of the 
breadth of a foot and an half, one 
over another, all along one fide of my 
cave, to lay all my tools, nails, and 
iron-work; and, in ,a word, to fe-
parate every thing at large in their 
places, that I might eafily come at 
them; alfo I knocked pieces into the 
wall of the rock, to hang my guns, 
spid all things that would hang up. 

So that, had my cave been to be 
feen, it looked like a general magazine 
of all neceffary things; and I had 
every thing fo ready at my hand, that 
it was a great pleafure to me to fee all 
my goods in fuch order, and elpecially 
to find my ftock of all neceffaries fo 
great. 

And now it was when I began to 
keep a journal of every day's employ­
ment ; for, indeed, at firft I was in too 
much hurry, and not only an hurry as 
to labour, but in too much difcompo-
fure of mind, and my journal would 
have been full of many dull things. 
For example; I muft have laid thus: 
< September the 30th, after I got to 
< fliore, andhadefcaped drowning, in-
< ftead of being thankful to God for my 
< deliverance, having firft vomited, with 
< a great quantity of fait water, which 
* was gotten into my ftomach, and re-
< covering myfelf a little, I ran about 
* the fhore, wringing my hands, and 
« beating my head and face, exclaiming 
* at my mifery, and crying out, I was 
* undone, undone ! till, tired and faint, 
' I was forced to lie down on the ground 
« to repofe, but durft not fleep for fear 
< of being devoured. 

4 Some days after this, and after I had 
« been on board the fhip, and had got 
« all I could out of her, yet I could not 
* forbear gettingup to the top of a lit-
4 tie mountain, and looking out to fea, 
* in hopes of feeing a fhip 5 then fancy at 
f a vaft diftance I fpied a fail, pleafe my-
f felf with the hopes of it, and then after 
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< looking fteadily till I was aim oft 
< blind, lofe it quite, and fit down and 
< weep like a child, and tints increafe 
4 my mifery by my folly.' 

But having gotten over thefe tilings 
in fome meafure, and having fettled 
my hou(hold lluff and habitation, 
made me a table and a chair, and all 
as handfome about me as 1 could, I 
hegan, I fay, to keep my journa4, of 
which I (hall here give you the copy 
(though in it will he told all thefe 
particulars over again) as long as it 
iafted ; for at laft, having no more ink, 
I was forced to leave it off. 

J O U R N A L .  

SEPTE MBER 30,1659. I,poor 
miferable. Robinlon Cruloe, being 

fhip wrecked during a dreadful ftorm in 
the offing, came on fhore on this dif-
mal, unfortunate ifland, which I call, 
The Ifland of Defpair; all the reft of 
the fhip's company being drowned, 
and mvfelf almoil dead. 

All the reft of the day I lpent in af­
flicting myfelf at the dilmal circum-
ftances I was brought to; viz. I had 
neither food, houle, cloaths, weapon, 
or place to fly to; and, in defpair of 
any relief, faw nothing but death be­
fore me; either that I fhould be de­
voured by wild beafts, murdered by la­
vages, or ftarved to death for want of 
food. At the approach of night I flept 
in a tree for fear of wild creatures, but 
flept foundly, tho' it rained all night. 

OCtober 1. In the morning, I faw, 
to my great furprize, the fhip had 
floated with the high tide, and was 
driven on fhore again much nearer the 
ifland; which, as it was fome comfort 
on one hand, (for feeing her fit upright, 
a n d  n o t  b r o k e n  i n  p i e c e s ,  I  h o p e d ,  i t .  
the wind abated, I might get on board 
and get fome food and neceffaries out 
of her for my relief;) fo, on the other 
hand, it renewed my grief at the lofs 
of my comrades, who, I imagined, if 
we had all flaid on board, might have 
faved the fhip, or at leaft that they 
would not have been all drowned, as 
they were; and that, had the men 
been faved, we might, perhaps, have 
built us a boat out of the ruins of the 
fhip, to have carried us to fome other 
part of the world. I fpent great part 
of this day, in perplexing myfelf on 

thefe 
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thefe things; but at length, feeing 
the (hip almoft dry, I went upon the 
land as near as X could, and then fwam 
on board. This day alfo continued 
raining, though with no wind at all. 

From the ift of October to the 24th. 
All thefe days entirely fpent in many 
feveral voyages to get all I could out 
of the fhip3 which I brought on Ihore 
every tide of flood upon rafts. Much 
rain alfo in thefe days, though with 
feme intervals of fair weather: but, it 
feems, this was the rainy feafon. 

O&ober 24. I overlet my raft, and 
all the goods I had got upon it; but 
being in flioal water, and the things 
being chiefly heavy, I recovered many 
of them when the tide was out. 

O&ober 25. It rained all night and 
all day, with fome gufts of wind ; dur­
ing which time the fhip broke in pieces, 
the wind blowing a little harder than 
before, and was no more to be leen, 
except the wreck of her, and that only 
at low water. I fpent this day in co­
vering and fecuring the goods which I 
had faved, that the rain might not fpoil^ 
them. 

O&ober 26. I walked about the 
fhore almoft all day, to find out a place 
to fix my habitation ; greatly concern­
ed to fccure rnyfelf from any attack in 
the night, either from wild beafls or 
men. Towards night I fixed upon a 
proper place under a rock, and mark­
ed out a femi-circle for my encamp­
ment, which I refolved to ftrengthen 
with a work, wall, or fortification, 
made of double piles, . lined within 
with cable, and without with turf. 

From the 26th to the 30th, I worked 
very hard in carrying all my goods to 
my new habitation, though fome part 
of the time it rained exceeding hard. 

The 31ft, in the morning, I went 
out into the ifland with my gun to fee 
for fome food, and difcover the coun­
try ; when I killed a (he-goat, and her 
kid followed me home, which I after­
wards killed alfo, becaufe it would 
not feed. 

November 1. I fet up my tent un­
der a rock, and lay there for the firft 
night, making it as large as I could, 
with flakes driven in to iwing my 
hammock upon. 

November 2. I fet up all my chefts 
and boards, and the pieces of timber 
which made my raft, and with them 
formed a fence round me, a little with-

C R U S O E .  

in the place I had marked out for my 
fortification. 

November 3. I went out with my 
gun, and killed two fowls like ducks, 
which were very good food. In the 
afternoon, went to work to make me 
a table. 

November 4. This morning I be­
gan to order my times of work, of 
going out with my gun, time of fleep, 
and time of diverfion; viz. every morn­
ing I walked out with my gun for two 
or three hours, if it did not rain 5 
then employed rnyfelf at work till a-
bout eleven o'clock ; then eat what I 
had to live on; and from twelve tQ 
two I lay down to ileep, the weather 
being exceflive hot; and then in the 
evening to work again ; the working 
part of this day and the next were 
wholly employed in making thistaV I4, 
for I was yet but a very lorry work­
man, though time and neceflity m<de 
me a compieat natural mechanick loon 
after, as I believe it would do any 
one elfe. 

November 5. This day I went a-
broad with my gun and my dog, and 
killed a wild cat, her fkin pretty loft, 
but her flefh good for nothing : every 
creature I killed I took off the Ikins 
and preferved them. Coming back by 
the fea-fliore, I law many forts of fea-
fowls which I did not underftanci; but 
was furprized, and almoft frighted, 
with two or three fesds, which, while 
I was gazing at, not well knowing 
what they were, got into the fea, and 
efcaped me for that time. 

November 6. After my morning 
walk, I went to work with my table 
again, and finilhed it, though [not to 
my liking 5 nor was it long before I 
learned to mend it. 

November 7. Now it began to be 
fettled fair weather. The 7th, 8th, 
9th, 10th, and part of the 12th, (for 
the nth was Sunday, according to my 
reckoning) I took wholly up to make 
me a chair, and with much ado brought 
it to a tolerable fliape, "but never to 
pleafe me; and even in the making I 
pulled it to pieces feveral times. Note. 
I foon negle&ed keeping Sundays ; for, 
omitting my mark for them on my 
poft, I forgot which was which. 

November 13. This day it rained, 
which refrefhed me exceedingly, and 
cooled the earth ; but it was accom­
panied with terrible thunder and light­

ning, 
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ning, which frightened me dreadfully 
for fear of my powder: as foon as it 
was over, I refolved to feparate my 
flock of powder into as many little 
parcels as poflible, that it might not 
be in danger. 

November 14, 15, 16. Thefe three 
days I fpent in making little fquare 
chefts, or boxes, which might hold 
about a pound, or two pounds at moft, 
of powder ; and fo putting the pow­
der in, I flowed it in places as fecure 
and remote from one another as pof­
lible. On one of thefe three days I 
killed a large bird that was good to 
eat, but I knew not what to call it. 

November 17. This day I began 
to dig behind my tent into the rock, 
to make room for my farther conve-
niency. Note. Three things I want­
ed exceedingly for this work, viz. a 
pick-axe, a fliovel, and a wheelbarrow 
or bafket : fo I delifted from my work, 
and began to confider how to fupply 
that want, and make me fome tools. 
As for the pick-axe, I made ufe of the 
iron crows, which were proper enough, 
though heavy ; but the next thing was 
a fliovel or fpade; this was fo abso­
lutely neceflary, that indeed I could 
do nothing effectually without it; but 
what kind of one to make, I knew not. 

November 18. The next day, in 
fearching the woods, I found a tree 
of that wood, or like it, which in the 
Brazils they call the iron-tree, for it's 
exceeding hardnefs ; of this, with great 
labour, and almoft fpoiling my axe, 
I cut a piece, and brought it home 
with difficulty enough, for it was ex­
ceeding heavy. 

The exceflive hardnefs of the wood, 
and having no other way, made me a 
long while upon this machine ; for I 
worked iteffeClualiy, by little and little, 
into the form of a fliovel or fpade, the 
handles exa&ly fliaped like ours in 
England, only that the broad part, 
having no iron (hod upon it at bottom, 
it would not laft me folong; however, 
it ferved well enough for the ufes 
which I had occafion to put it to ; but 
never was a fliovel, I believe, made 
after that fafhion^ or fo long a mak­
ing. 

I was ftill deficient, for I wanted a 
bafket or a wheelbarrow : a bafket I 
could not make by any means, having 
no fuch things as twigs that would 
bend to make wicker-ware, at leaft 

none yet found out; and, as to the 
wheelbarrow, I fancied I could make 
all but the wheel ; but that I had 
no notion of, neither did I know 
how to go about it; befides, 1 had no 
poflible way to make iron gudgeons for 
the fpindle or axis of the wheel to run 
in : fo I gave it over; and fo, for car­
rying away the earth which I dug out 
of the cave, I made me a thing like 
an Jiod, which the labourers carry 
mortar in when they lerve the brick­
layers. 

This was not fo difficult to me as 
the making the fliovel; and yet this, 
and the fliovel, and the attempt which 
I made in vain to make a wheelbar­
row, took me up no lefs than four 
days ; I mean always, excepting my 
morning's walk with my gun, which 
I feldom failed ; and very feldom fail ­
ed alfo of bringing home fomething fit 
to eat, 

November- My other workhavlng 
flood ftill, becaufe of my making thefe 
tools, when they were finifhed, I went 
on; ami working every day as my 
ftrength and time allowed, I fpent 
eighteen days entirely in widening and 
deepening my cave, that it might hold 
my goods commodioufly. 

Note, During all this time, I worked 
to make this room or cave fpacious 
enough to accommodate me as a ware-
lioufe or magazine, a kitchen, a dining-
room, and a cellar; as for a lodging, 
I kept to the tent, except that lome-
times in the wet feafon of the year, it 
rained fo hard, that I could not keep 
rnyfelf dry; which caufed me after­
wards to cover all my place within my 
pale with long poles in the form of 
rafters, leaning againft the rock, and 
load them with flags, and large leaves 
of trees, like a thatch. 

December 10. I began now to 
think my cave or vault finifhed, when 
011 a fudden (it feems I had made it 
too large) a great quantity of earth 
fell down from the top and one fide; 
fo much, that in fhort it frightened 
me, and not without reafon too ; for 
if I had been under it, I had never 
wanted a grave-digger : upon this dif-
after 1 had a great deal of work to do 
over again; for I had the loofe earth 
to cany out; and, which was of mere 
importance, I had the deling to prop 
up, fo that I might be fure no more 
would come down. 

December 



ROBINSON CRUSOE# 40 

December 11. This day I went to 
work with it accordingly, and got two 
ihoarsx>r ports, pitched upright to the 
top, with two pieces of board acrols 
over each port : this I finifhed the next 
day p and letting more ports up with 
boards, in about a week more I had 
the roof fecured, and the ports, ftand-
ing in rows, lerved me for partitions 
to part olf my houfe. 

December 17. From this day to 
the 20th, I placed fhelves, and knock­
ed up nails in the polls, to hang every 
thing up that could be hung up ; and 
now I began to be in lome order with­
in doors. 

December 20. Now I carried every 
thing into the cave, ami began to fur-
nirti my houfe, and fet up iome pieces 
of board like a dreffer, to order my 
vi&uals upon 5 but board began to be 
very fcarce with me: alio I made me 
another table. 

December 24. Much rain all night 
and all day 5 no ftirring out. 

December 25. Rain all day. 
December 26. No rain, and the 

earth much cooler than before, anfl 
pieafanter. 

December 27. Killed a young goat, 
and lamed another, fo that I catched 
it, and led it home in a Itring 5 when 
1 had it home, I bound and fplintered 
up it's leg, which was broke.—N.B. I 
took fuch care of it, that it lived, 
and the leg grew well, and as ftrong 
as ever 5 but by nurfmg it fo long, it 
grew tame, and fed upon the little 
green at my door, and would not go 
away. This was the firft time that I 
entertained a thought of breeding up 
fome tame creatures, that I might 
have food when my powder and Ihot 
was all fpent. 

December 28, 29, 30. Great beats, 
and no breeze; fo that there was no 
rtirring abroad, except in the evening 
for food. This time I fpent in put­
ting all my things in order within 
doors. 

January 1, 1660. Very hot ftill; but 
I went abroad, early and late, with my 
gun, and lay Hill in the middle of the 
d3y : this evening, going farther into 
the valliC3 which lay towards the cen­
tre of the ifland, 1 found there was 
plenty of goats, though exceeding 
thy, and hard to come at 5 however, 
I refolved to try if I could not bring 
my dog.t'O hunt them down. 

January 2. Accordingly, the next 
day I went out with my dog, and fet 
him upon the goats 5 but I was mil-
taken, for they ail faced about upon the 
dog, and he knew his danger too well, 
for he would not come near them. 

January 3. I began my fence or 
wall ; which, being Hill jealous of my 
being attacked by l'omebody, I refolv* 
ed to make very thick and Itrong. 

N.B* This wall being defcribed be^ 
fore, I purpolely omit what was 
faid in the journal: it is fufficient 
to obferve, that I was no lefs time 
than from the 3d of January to 
the 34th of April, working, finifh-
ing, and perfe&ing this wall, though 
it was no more than about twenty-
four yards in length, being an half 
circle from one place in the rock 
to another place about eight yards 
from it; the door of the cave being 
in the centre behind it. 

All this time I worked very hard, 
the rains hindering me many days, 
nay, fometimes weeks together: but 
I thought I ihould never be perfeaiy 
lecure till this wall was finilhed; and 
it is lcarce credible what inexpreflible 
labour every thing was done with, 
eipecially the bringing piles out 01 
the wood, and driving them into the 
ground 5 for I made them much bigger 
than I needed to have done. 

When this wall was finilhed, and 
the outfide double fenced with a turf-
wall railed up clofe to it, I perfuaded 
myfelf, that if any people were to come 
afhore there, they would not perceive 
any thing like an habitation : and it is 
very well I did fo, as may be obferved 
hereafter upon a very remarkable oc-
cafion. . 

During this time, I made rounds ill 
the woods for game every day, when 
the rain permitted mc> and made fre­
quent difcoveries in thefe walks of 
fomething or other to my advantage } 
particular)', I found a kind of wild 
pigeons, which build not as wood-
pigeons in a tree, but rather as houfe -
pigeons in the holes of the rocks $ and 
taking fome young ones, I endeavour­
ed to breed them up tame, and did foj 
but when they grew older, they flew 
ali away, which perhaps was at fir ft for 
want of feeding them, for I had no­
thing to give thtftij however, I fre­

quently 
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quently found their nefts, and got their 
young ones, which were very good 
meat. 

And now, in the managing my 
houlhold affairs, I found myfelf want­
ing in many things, which I thought 
at firft it was impoffible for me to 
make, as indeed as to fome of them it 
was : for inftance, I could never make 
a calk to be hooped; I had a fmall 
rundlet or two, as I obferved before, 
but I could never arrive to the capacity 
of making one by them, though I fpent 
many weeks about it 3 I could neither 
put in the heads, nor join the ftaves lb 
true to one another, as to make them 
hold water 5 fo I gave that alfo over. 

In the next place, I was at a great 
lofs for candles; fo that as foon as it 
was dark, which was generally by 
feven- o'clock, I was obliged to go to 
bed. I remembered the lump of bees­
wax with which I made candles in my 
African adventure; but I had none of 
that now. The only remedy I had, was, 
that when I had killed a goat, I laved 
the tallow, and with a little dilh made 
of clay, which I baked in the fun, to 
which I added a wick of fome oakum, 
I made me a lamp; and this gave me a 
light, though not a clear fteady light 
like a candle. In the middle of ail my 
labours it happened, that, rummaging 
my things, I found a little bag, which, 
as I hinted before, had been filled with 
corn for the feeding of poultry, not 
for this voyage, but before, as I fup-
pofe, when the fliip came from Lilbon; 
what little remainder of corn had been 
in the bag, was all devoured by the 
rats, and I law nothing in the bag but 
hulks and dufti and being willing to 
have the bag for fome other ufe (I 
think it was to put powder in, when I 
divided it for fear of the lightning, 
or fome luch ufe) I Ihook the hulks of 
corn out of it on one fide of my forti­
fication under the rock. 

It was a little before the great rains, 
juft now mentioned, that I threw this 
fluff away, taking no notige of any 
thing, and not fo much as remember­
ing that I had thrown any thing there 5 
when about a month after, or there­
abouts, I faw fome few ftalks of fome­
thing green Ihooting upon the ground, 
which I fancied might be fome plant 
I had not feen; but I was furprized, 
and perfe£lly aftonifhed, when, after a 
little longer time, I faw about ten or 

twelve ears come out, which were per­
fect green barley of the fame kind as 
our European, nay, as our Englilh 
barley. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the afto-
nifhment and confufion of my thoughts 
on this occafion; I had hitherto aflecU-
upon no religious foundation at all 5 
indeed I had very few notions of reli­
gion in my head, nor had entertained 
any fenfe of any thing that had befallen 
me, other wife than as a chance, or, as 
we lightly fay, what pleafes God 5 
without fo much as inquiring into the 
end of Providence in thefe things, or 
his ordering and governing all events 
in the world: but after I faw barley 
grow there, in a climate which I knew 
was not proper for corn, and efpecially 
that I knew not how it came there, it 
ftartled me llrangely, and I began to 
luggeft that God had miraculoufly 
caufed this grain to grow without any 
help of feed fown, and that it was fo 
dire&ed, purely for my fuftenance in 
that wild miferable place. 

This touched my heart a little, and 
brought tears out of my eyes, and I 
began to blefs myfelf, that fuch a pro­
digy of nature fhould happen upon my 
account; and this was the more ftrange 
to me, becaufe I faw near it ftill, 
all along by the fide of the rock, fome 
other ftraggling ftalks, which proved 
to be ftalks of rice, and which I knew, 
becaufe I had feen it grow in Africa 
when I was afhore there. 

I not only thought thefe the pure 
produ&ions of Providence for my fup-
port; but, not doubting but that there 
was no more in the place, I went all 
over that part of the ifland where I had 
been before, peering in every corner, 
and under every rock, to fee for more 
of it, but I could not find any : at laft 
it occurred to my thoughts, that I had 
fhaken the bag of chickens meat out in 
that place,, and the wonder began to 
ceafe; and I muft-confeff?, my religious 
thankfulnefs to God's providence be­
gan to abate too, upon .difcovering 
that all this was nothing but what was 
common ; though I ought to have been 
as thankful for fo ftrange and unfore-
feen providence, as if it had been mi­
raculous ; for it was really the Work of 
Providence, as to me, that fliould order 
or appoint, that ten or twelve grains of 
corn fhould remain unfpoiled, (when 
the rats had deftroyed all the reft 5) as 
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if it had been dropped from heaven : 
as alfo that I fhould throw it out into 
that particular place, where it being 
in the {hade of an high rock fprang 
up immediately; whereas, if I had 
thrown it any where elfe at that time, 
it had been burnt up and deftroyed. 

I carefully laved the ears of this 
corn, you may be fure, in their feafon, 
which was about the end of June: 
and, laying up every corn, I refolved 
to fow them all again, hoping in time 
to have fome quantity fufficient to fup-
ply me with bread; but it was not till 
the fourth year that I would allow my-
felf the leaft grain of this corn to eat, 
and even then but fparingly, as I fhall 
fay afterwards in it's order; for I loft 
all that I fowed the firft feafon, by not 
obferving the proper time ; for I fowed 
it juft before the dry feafon, fo that it 
never came up at all, at leaft not as it 
would have done: of which in it's 
place. 

Befides this barley, there were, as 
above, twenty or thirty ftalks of rice, 
which I preferved with the fame 
care, and whofe ufe was of the fame 
kind, or to the fame purpofe, viz. to 
make me bread, or rather food ; for 
I found ways to cook it up without 
baking, though I did that alfo after 
fome time. But, to return to my jour­
nal. 

I worked exceflive hard thefe three 
or four months, to get my wall done; 
and the 14th of April I clofed it up, 
contriving to go into it, not by a door, 
but over a wall by a ladder, that there 
might be no fign on the outiide of my 
habitation. 

April 16. I finifhed the ladder; fo 
I went up with the ladder to the top, 
and then pulled it up after me, and iet 
it down on the in fide : this was a com-
pleat inclofure to me ; for within I had 
room enough, and nothing could come 
at me from without unlefs it could 
firft mount my wall. 

The very next day after this wall 
was finifhed, I had almoft had all my 
labour overthrown at once, and myfelf 
killed. The cafe was thus : as I was 
bufy in the infide of it, behind my 
tent, juft in the entrance into my cave, 
I was terribly frightened with a moft 
dreadful furprizing thing indeed ! tor 
all on a fudden I found the earth came 
tumbling down from the roof of my 
jeavej and from the edge of the hill 

over my head, and twcf of the pofts I 
had fet up in the cave, cracked in a 
frightful manner : I was heartily fear­
ed, but thought nothing of what really 
was the caufe; only thinking that the 
top of my cave was falling in, as fome 
of it had done before; and for fear I 
fhould be buried in it, I ran forwards 
to my ladder ; and, not thinking my­
felf iafe there neither, I got over my 
wall for fear of the pieces of the bill 
which I expelled might roll down up­
on me.- I was no fooner ftept down 
upon the firm ground, but I plainly 
faw it was a terrible earthquake; for 
the ground I flood on fhook three 
times, at about eight minutes dis­
tance, with three fuch fhocks as would, 
have overturned the ftrongelt building 
that could be fuppofed to have flood 
upon the earth ; and a great piece of 
the top of the rock, which flood about 
half a mile from me next the fea, 
foil down with fuch a terrible noife, as 
1 never heard in all my life: I per­
ceived alfo the very fea was put into a 
violent motion by it; and I believe the 
fhocks were ftronger under the water 
than on the ifiand. 

I was fo amazed with the thing itfelf, 
having never felt the like, or dif-
courfed with any one that had, that I 
was like one dead or ftupified ; and the 
motion of the earth made my ltomacK 
fick, like one that was tofted at lea ; 
but the noife of the falling of the rock 
awaked me, as it were; and rouzing 
me from the ftupified condition I was 
in, filled me with horror, and I thought 
of nothing then but the hill falling 
upon my tent and all my houfhold 
goods, and burying all at once; and 
this, funk my very foul within me a 
lecond time. 

After the third /hock was over, and 
I felt no more for fome time, I began 
to take courage ; and yet I had not 
heart enough to get over my wall 
again, for fear of being buried alive ; 
but ftill fat upon the ground, greatly 
caft down, and di fc on folate, not know­
ing what to do. All this while I had 
not the leaft lerious religious thought^ 
nothing but the common, c Lord, have 
* mercy upon me!1 and when it was 
over, that went away too. 

While I fat thus, I found the air 
overcaft, and it grew cloudy, as if it 
would rain; and, in lefs than half an 
hour, it blew a rao|l dreadful hurri^. 

cane 
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Cane of wind : the fea all on a fudden 
covered with foam and froth, the fhore 
was covered with the breach of the wa­
ter, the trees were torn up by the roots, 
and a terrible ftorm it was : and this 
held about three hours, and then be­
gan to abate; and then in two hours 
more it was calm, and began to rain 
very hard. 

All this while I fat upon the ground 
very much terrified and dejebled, when 
on a fudden it came into my thoughts, 
that thefe winds and rain being the 
confequence of the earthquake, the 
earthquake itfelf was fpent and over, 
and I might venture into my cave again. 
With this thought my fpirits began to 
revive, and the rain helping alfo to per-
fuade me, I went in, and l'at me down 
in my tent; but the rain was fo vio­
lent, that my tent was ready to be 
beaten down with it, and I was forced 
to go into my cave, though very much 
afraid and uneafy for fear it fhould fall 
on my head. 

This violent rain forced me to a new 
work, viz. to cut an hole through my 
new fortification, like a fink, to let 
the water go out, which would elfe 
have drowned my cave. After I had 
been in my cave fome time, and found 
llill more fhocks of the earthquake fol­
low, I began to be more compofed; 
and now, to fupport my fpirits, which 
indeed wanted it very much, I went to 
my little ftore, and took a fmall iup 
of rum, which however I did then and 
always very fparingly, knowing I could 
have no more when that was gone. 

It continued raining all that night, 
and great part of the next day, fo that 
I could not ftir abroad ; but my mind 
being more compofed, I began to think 
of what I had beft to do ; concluding, 
that if the ifiand was fubjebl to thefe 
earthquakes, there would be no living 
for me in a cave, but I muft coniider 
of building me fome little hut in an 
open place, which I might furround 
with a wall, as I had done here, and fo 
make myfelf fecure from wild beafts 
or men; but concluded, if I ilaid 
where I was, I fhould certainly, one 
time or other, be buried alive. 

With thefe thoughts, I refolved to 
move my tent from the place where it 
flood, which was juft under the hang­
ing precipice of the hill, and which, if 
it fhould be fhaken again, would cer­
tainly fall upon my tent. And I fpent 
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the two next days, being the 19th and 
20th of April, in contriving where 
and how to remove my habitation. 

The fear of being fwallowed up 
alive^ made me that I never flept in 
quiet; and yet the apprehenfions of 
lying abroad without any fence, were 
almoft equal to it: but ftill, when I 
looked about, and faw how every thing 
was put in order, how pleafantly con­
cealed ] was, and how lafe from dan­
ger, it made me loth to remove. 

In the mean time it occurred to me, 
that it would require a vaft deal of 
time for me to do this, and that I muft 
be contented to run the venture where 
I was, till I had formed a camp for 
myfelf, and had fecured it fo as to re­
move to it. So with this refolution I 
compofed myfelf for a time, and re­
folved that I would go to work with 
all fpeed to build me a wall with piles 
and cables, &c. in a circle, as before, 
and fet my tent up in it when it was 
finifhed ; but that I would venture to 
flay where I was, till it was finilhed 
and fit to remove to. This was the 
21ft. 

April 22. The next morning I be­
gan to confider of means to put this 
refolve in execution; but I was at a 
great lofs about my tools : I had three 
large axes, and abundance of hatchets, 
(for we carried the hatchets for traffick 
with the Indians;) but with much chop­
ping and cutting knotty hard wood, 
they were all full of notches, and dull ; 
and though I had a grindftone, I could 
not turn it and grind my tools too. 
This coft me as much thought as a 
ftatefman would have bellowed upon a 
grand point of politicks, or a judge 
upon the life and death of a man. At 
length I contrived a wheel with a firing 
to turn it with my foot, that I might 
have both my hands at liberty. Note, 
I had not leen any fuch thing in Eng­
land, or at leall not to take notice 
how it was done; though fince, I have 
obferved it was very common there ; 
befides that, my grindftone was very 
large and heavy. This machine coft 
me a full week's work to bring it to 
perfe&ipn. 

April 28, 29. Thefe two whole days 
I took up in grinding my tools, my ma­
chine for turning my grindftone per­
forming very well. 

April 20. Havjng perceived my 
bread had been low a great while, I 

F 2 now 
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now took a furvey of it, and reduced 
myfelf to one bifcuit-cake a day, which 
made my heart very heavy. 

May i. In the morning, looking 
towards the fea-fide, the tide being 
low, I faw fomething lie on the fhore 
bigger than ordinary, and it looked 
like a calk. When I came to it, I 
found a fhiall barrel, and two or three 
pieces of the wreck of the fhip, which 
were driven on fhore by the late hur­
ricane ; and looking towards the wreck 
\tfelf, I thought it leemed to lie higher 
out of the water than it ufed to do. I 
examined the barrel which was driven 
on fhore, and found it was a barrel of 
gunpowder, but it had taken water, 
and the powderwas caked as hard as a 
ftone : however, I rolled it farther on 
the fhore for the pvefent, and went on 
upon the fands, as near as I could to 
the wreck of the fhip, todook for more. 

When I came down to the fliip, I 
found it ftrangely removed. The fore-
caftle, which lay before buried in fand, 
was heaved up at leaft lix feet; and 
theftern, which was broken to pieces, 
a n d  p a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e f t  b y  t h e  f o r c e  
of the lea, foon after I had'left rum­
maging of her, was tolled as it were 
tip, and caft on one fide ; and the fand 
was thrown fo high on that fide next 
the ftern, that whereas there was a 
great place of water before, fo that I 
could not come within a quarter of a 
mile of the v reck without fwimming, 
I could now walk quite up to her when 
the tide was out: I was furprized with 
this at firft, but foon concluded it 
muft be done by the earthquake ; and 
as by this violence the fhip was more 
broken open than formerly, fo many 
things came daily on fhore which the 
fea had loofened, and which the winds 
and water rolled by degrees to the land. 
. This wholly diverted my thoughts 

from the defigir*>f removing my ha­
bitation ; and I bufied myfelf mighti­
ly, that day efpecialiy, in fearching 
whether I could make any way into 
the fhip; but I found nothing was to 
be expelled of that kind, for that all 
the infide of the (hip was choaked up 
with fand: however, as I had learned; 
not to defpair of any thing, I refolved 
to pull every thing to pieces that I 
could of the fhip, concluding, that' 
every thing 1 could get from her would 
be of fome ufe or other to me. 

May 3. I began with my faw, and 

Gut a piece o f  a beam through, ivtiiefil 
i thought held fome of the upper part£ 
or quarter-deck, together; and wheri 
I had cut it through, I cleared away 
the'fand as well as I cotild, from the 
fide which lay higheft : but the tide 
coming in, I was obliged to give over 
for that time. 

May 4 .  I went a fifiling, but caught 
not one fifii that?I durfteatof, till I was 
weary of my fport; when, juft going" 
to leave off, I caught a young dol­
p h i n .  I  h a d  m a d e  m e  a  l o n g  l i n e  o f  
fome rope-yarn, but I had no hooks £ 
yet I frequently caught fifii enough^ 
as much as I cared to eat; all which I 
dried in the fun, and eat them dry. 

May 5 .  Worked on-the wreck, cut 
another beam afunder, and brought 
three great fir planks off from the 
decks, which I tied together, and made 
fwim on fhore when the tide of flood 
came on. 

May 6. Worked on the wreck, got 
feveral iron bolts out of her, and 
other pieces of iron work ; worked, 
very hard, and came home very mucfi 
tired, and had thoughts of giving it 
over. 

May 7 .  Went to the wreck again, 
with an intent not to work; but found 
the weight of the wreck had broken 
itfelf down, the beams being cut, that 
feveral pieces of the fhip feemed to He 
loofe, and the infide of the hold lay 
fo open, that I could fee into it, but 
almoft full of water and fand. 

* May 8. Went to the wreck, and 
carried an iron crow to wrench up the 
deck, which lay now quite clear oF 
the water or fand : I wrenched open" 
two planks, and brought them on fhore 
alfo with the tide. I left the iron 
crow in the wreck for the next day. 

May 9 .  Went to the wreck, and 
with the crow made way into the body' 
of the wreck, and felt feveral caiks, 
and loofened them with the crow, but 
could not break them up ; I felt alfo a 
roll of Englifh lead, and could ftir it, 
but it was too heavy to move. 

May 10 ,  12 ,  12 ,  13 ,  14 .  Went 
every day to the wreck, and got a great 
deal of pieces of timber and boards, 
or planks, and two or three hundred, 
weight of iron. 

May 15. I carried two hatchets, to 
try if I could not cut a piece off the 
r o l l  o f  l e a d ,  b y  p l a c i n g  t h e  e d g e  o f  
«ne hatchet, and driving it with the 

other j 
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; b'ot as it lay about a foot an J 
an half in the water, I conld net make 
any blow to drive the hatchet. 

May 1 6 .  It had blowed hard in the 
night, and tbe wreck appealed moie 
broken by the force of the water; but 
I ftaid fo long in the woods to get 
pigeons for food, that the tide pre­
vented me going to the wreck that 
day. . , 

May 1 7 .  I faw fome pieces -of the 
wreck blown on fhore at a great dif-
tance, two miles off me, but refolved 
to fee what they were, and found it 
was a piece of the head, but too heavy 
for one' to bring away. 

May 2 4 .  Every' day, to tins day, 
I worked on the-wreak', and with hard 
labour I loofened fome things fo much 
with the crow, that the firft flowing 
tide feveral cafks floated out, and two 
of the Teamen's chefts : but the wind 
blowing from the fhore, nothing dame 
to land that day but pieces of tinYbsr, 
and an hogfhead which had-fome Bra­
zil pork in it, but the falt-water and 
the fand had fpoiled it. 

I continued this work every day to 
the 15th of June, except the time ne-
ceffary to get food, which I always 
appointed, during,this part of my em­
ployment, to be when the tide was up, 
that I might be ready when it was 
ebbed' out; and by this time I had 
gotten timber and plank, and iron­
work, enough to have built a good 
boat, if I had known how ; and alfo I 
^ot, at feveral times, and in feveral 
pieces, near a hundred weight of the 
fheet-lead. 

June 16 .  Going down to the fea-
fkte, I found a large tortoife or turtle: 
this was the firft 1 had feen ; which, 
it feems, was only my misfortune, not 
any defeft of the place, or fcarcity; 
for had I happened to be on the other 
fide of the ifiand, I might have had 
hundreds of them every day, as I found 
afterwards; but perhaps had paid dear 
enough for them. 

June 1 7 .  I fpent in cooking the 
turtle : I found in her threefcore eggs; 
and her flefii was to me, at that time, 
the mo.ft favoury and pleafant that ever 
Itafted in my life, having had no flefii 
but of goats and fowls, iince I landed 
in this horrible place. 

June iS. Rained all the day, and 
I ftaid within. I thought at this time 
the rain felt cold, and I was. fome­

thing chilly, which I knew was not 
ufual in that latitude. 

June 1 9 .  Very ill, and fhivering, 
as if the weather had been cold. 

June 2 0 .  No reft all night; vio­
lent pains in my head, and feverifii. 

June 2 1 .  Very ill, frighted almoft 
to death with the apprehenfions of my 
fad condition, to be iick, and no help: 
prayed to God, for the firft time fince 
the ftorm off Hull, but fcarce knew 
what I faid, or why ; my thoughts 
being all confufed. 

June 2 2 ,  A little better, but un­
der dreadful apprehenfionS of ficknefs. 

June 2 3 .  Very bad again ; cold and 
fitivering, and then a violent head-ach. 

June 24. Much better. 
-June 2 5 .  An ague very violent ; the 

fit held me feveral hours, cold fit and 
hot, with faint fweats after it. 

June 2 6 .  Better; and having no 
victuals to eat, took my gtin, but 
found myfelf very weak ; however, I 
killed a fhe-goat, and with much dif­
ficulty got it hotne, mid broiled fame 
of it, and eat; I would fain have 
ftewed it, and ftiade fome broth,' but 
had no pot. 

June 27 .  The ague again fo vio­
lent, that I lay a-bed all day, and 
neither eat nor drank. I was ready to 
perifh for thirft, but fo weak, I had 
no ftrength to ftand up, or to get my­
felf any water to drink ; prayed to 
God again , but was light-headed ; and 
when I was not, I was fo ignorant, 
that I knew not what to fay ; only I 
lay and cried, 1 Lord, look upon me I 
< Lord, pity me ! Lord, have mercy 
« Upon me !' I fuppofe I did nothing 
elfe for two or three hours, till tne fif 
wearing off, I fell afleep^ and did not 
awake till far in the night. When E 
awaked, I found myfelf much rerrefti-
ed, but we3k, and exceedingly thirfty ; 
however, as I had no water in my 
whole habitats^ I was forced to lie 
till morning, arid went to fleep again : 
in this fecond fleep, T had this terrible 
dream. 

-I thought that I was fitting on the 
ground, on the outfide of my wad, 
where I fat when the ftorm blew after 
the earthquake, and that I faw a than' 
defcend from a black cloud, in a bright 
flameof fire, and light upon the ground; 
he was all over as bright as a flame, 
fo that I could but juft bear to look 
towards him 5 his countenance was 

in oft 
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moft inexpreflibly dreadful, impolfible juft punilhmerrt for my fine; mv 
T r* xisr r~\ ivi e t r\ n pi /^ri l\o • q *> b ^»-« r\ o i n^\iir> l> b A - */I. /' . 1 for words to defcribe ; when he ltep-
ped upon the ground with his feet, I 
thought the earth trembled, juft as it 
had done before in the earthquake ; 
and all the air looked, to my appre-
henfion, as if it had been filled with 
fla/hes of tire. 

fie was no fooner landed upon the 
earth, but he moved forwards towards 
me, with a long fpear or weapon in his 
hand to kill me ; and when he came to 
a rifing ground, at fome diftance, he 
fpoke to me, or I heard a voice fo ter­
rible, that it is impoflible to exprefs 
the terror of it5 all that I can fay I 
underftood, was this : * Seeing all ihefe 
* things have not brought thee to re-
* pentance, now thou fhalt die.' At 
which words, I thought he lifted up the 
fpear that was in his hand to kill me. 

No one that lhall ever read this ac­
count, will expeCl that I fhould be 
able to defcribe the horrors of my foul 
at this terrible vilion ; I mean, that 
even while it was a dream, I even 
dreamed of thofe horrors; nor is it 
any more poflible to defcribe the im-
prefllon that remained upon my mind, 
when I awaked and found it was but 
a dream. 

I had, alas ! no divine knowledge ; 
what I had received by the good jn-
ftru&ionof my father, was then worn 
out by an uninterrupted feries, for eight 

lyears, of fea-faring wickednefs, and a 
conftant converfation with none but 
fuch as were, like myfelf, wicked and 
prophane to the lalt degree. I do not 
remember, that I had in ail that time 
one thought that fo much as tended 
either to looking upwards towards 
God, or inwards towards a reflexion 
Upon my own vyays: but a certain 
ftupidity of foul, without defire of 
good, or confcience of evil, had en­
tirely overwhelmed me, and I was all 
that the molt hardened, unthinking, 
wicked creature, among our common 
failors, can be fuppofed to be; not hav­
ing the leaft fenfe of the fear of God in 
dangers, or of thankfulnefs to God in 
deliverances. 

In the relating what is already paft 
of my ftory, this will be the more 

bellious behaviour againft my father, 
or my prefent fins, which were great ; 
or fo much as a punilhment for the 
general courfe of my wicked life. 
When I was on the defperate expedi­
tion on the defart fliores of Africa, I 
never had fo much as one thought of 
what would become of me, or one wiih 
to God to direct me whither I Ihould 
go, or to keep me from the danger 
which apparently l'urrounded me, as 
well from voracious creatures, as cruel 
favages : but I was merely thought-
Jefs of God, or a Providence; I a&ed 
like a mere brute, from the principles 
of nature, and by the dilates of com­
mon fenfe only ; and, indeed, hardly 
that. 

When I was delivered and taken up 
at fea by the Portugal captain, well 
ufed, and dealt juftly and honourably 
with, as well as charitably, I had not 
the leaft thankfulnefs in my thoughts s 
when again I was fhipwreeked, ruined, 
and in danger of drowning on this 
ifland, I was as far from remorfe, or 
looking on it as a judgment; I only 
faid to myfelf often, that I was an 
unfortunate dog, and born to be al­
ways miferable. 
* It is true, when I got on ftjore firft 
here, and found ail my Ihip's crew 
drowned, and myfelf ipared, I was 
furprized with a kind of extafy, and 
lome tranfports of foul, which, had 
the grace of God alfifted, might have 
come up to true thankfulnefs; but 
it ended where it began, in a mere 
common flight of joy; or, as I may 
fay, being glad I was alive, without 
the leaft reflection upon the diltinguilh-
ing goodnefs of the hand which had 
preferved me, and had fingled me out 
to be preferred, when all the reft were 
dtlfroyed ; or an inquiry why Provi­
dence had been thus merciful to me: 
even juft the fame common fort of joy 
which feamen generally have, after 
they have got fate alhore from a lhip-
wreck, which they drown all in the 
next bowl of punch, and forget almoft 
as foon as it is over; and all the reft of 
my life was like it. 

Even when I was afterwards, on 
eafily believed, when I lhall acid, that due confideration, made fenfible of my 
through all the variety of miseries that condition, how I was caft on this 
had to this day befallen me, I never dreadful place, out of the reach of 
had fo much as one thought of it's be- human kind, out of ail hope of relief 
ipg the hand of God, or that it was a or profpeCfe of redemption, as foon as 
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I faw a probability of living, and that 
I fhould not ftarve and perifh for hun­
ger, all the fenfe of my affli&ion wore 
oft", and 1 began to be very eafy, ap­
plied myfelf to the works proper fo­
ray prefervation and l'upply, and was 
far enough from being affliCted at my 
condition, as a judgment from Hea­
ven, or as tire hand of God againft 
me : thefe were thoughts which very 
ieldom entered into my head. 

The growing up of the corn, as is 
hinted in my journal, had at firft fome 
little influence upon me, and began to 
affeCt me with ferioufnefs, as long as 
I thought it had fomething miraculous 
in it; but as foon as ever that part of 
thought was removed, all the impref-
fion which was raifed from it wore off 
alio, as I have noted already. 

Even the earthquake, though no­
thing could be more terrible in it's na­
ture, or more immediately dire&ing to 
the Invifible Power which alone di-
re&s fuch things; yet no fooner was 
the firft fright over, but the impreflion 
it had made went off alfo. 1 had 110 
more fenfe of God, or his judgment, 
much lefs of the prefent affliction of 
my circumftances being from his hand, 
than if I had been in the molt profpe-
perous condition of life. 

But now, when I began to be Tick, 
and a leifurely view of the miferies of 
death came to place itfelf before me ; 
when my fpirits began to fink under 
the burden of a ftrong diftemper, and 
nature was exhaufted with the violence 
cf the fever; confcience, that had llept 
fo long, began to awake, and I began 
to reproach myfelf with my paft life, 
in which I had fo evidently, by un­
common wickednefs, provoked the juf-
tice of God to lay me under uncom­
mon ltrokes, and to deal with me in fo 
vindictive a manner. 

Thefe reflections opprefled me from 
the fecond or third day of my diftem­
per, and in a violence, as well of the 
fever as of the dreadful reproaches of 
my confcience, extorted fome words 
from me, like praying to God, though 
I cannot fay they were either a prayer 
attended with defnes, or with hopes ; 
it was rather the voice of mere fright 
and diftrels ; my thoughts were con-
fufed, the convictions great upon my 
mind, and the horror of dying in iuch 
a miferable condition, raifed vapours 
into my head with the mere appreheiv 
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lions ; and, in thefe hurries of my foul' 
I knew not what my tongue might 
exprefs : but it was rather exclama­
tion, fuch as, ' Lord I what a mifera-
* ble creature am I! If I fhould be 
< lick, I lhall certainly die for want 
< of help, and what will become of 
< me V Then the tears burlt out of 
my eyes, and I could fay no more a 
good while. 

In this interval, the good advice of 
my father came to my mind, and pre-
fently his prediction, which I men­
tioned in the beginning of this ftory; 
viz. that iff I did take this foolilh 
ftep, God would not blefs me, and 
I would have leifure hereafter to re­
flect upon having negleCted his coun-
fei, when there might be none to aflift 
me in my recovery. c Now,' faid I, 
aloud, 4 my dear father's words are 
< come to pafs: God's juftice has over-
* taken me, and I have none to help or 
< hear me : I rejeCted the Voice of 
< Providence, which had mercifully 
€ put me in a pofture or ftation of life 
< wherein I might have been happy 
' and eafy ; but I would neither lee 
< it myfelf, nor learn to know the 
< blefflng of it from my parents ; I* 
< left them to mourn over my folly/ 
< and now I am left to mourn under 
e the confequences of it. I refufed 
< their help and affiftance, who would 
' have lifted me into the world, and 
« would have made every thing eafy to 
c me ; and now I have difficulties to 
* ftruggle with, too great for even na-
« ture itfelf to fupport, and no aflift-
c ance, no help, no comfort, no ad-
1 vice P Then I cried out, «Lord, 
* be my help, for I am in great dif-4 

' trefs !' 
This was the firft prayer, if I might* 

call it fo, that I had made for many 
years.—But I return to my journal. 

June 28. Having been fomewhat 
refrefhed with the lleep I had had, and 
the fit being entirely off, I got up 5 
and though the fright and terror of my 
dream was very great, yet I confidesed 
that the fit of the ague would return 
again the next day, and now was my 
time to get fomething to refrefh and 
fupport myfelf when I Ihbuid be ill; 
and the firft thing I did, I filled a large 
fquare cafe-bottle with water, and let 
it upon my table, in reach of my bed ; 
and to take off the chill or aguifli dil-
pofition of the water, I put ̂ boutaquar? 
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ter of a pint of rum into it, and mixed 
them together ; then I got me a piece ofl 
the goat's flefti, and broiled it on the 
coals, but could eat very little ; I walked 
about, but was very weak, and wjtn-' 
al, very fad and heayy-hearted in the 
fenfeol my miferabiecovjdition, dread-, 
ing the return of my d idem per the next 
day; at night I made my lupper of 
three of the turtle's eggs, which I 
roafted in the allies, and eat, as we 
call it, in the fiiei! ; and this was the 
firft bit of meat I had everafked God's 
blefling to, even (as I could remem­
ber) in my whole life. 

After I had eaten, I tried to walk 5 
but found myielf foweak, that I could 
hardly carry the gun, (for I never 
went out without that;) io I went out 
but a little way, and fat down upon 
the ground, looking out upon the lea, 
which was juft before me, and very-
calm and fmooth. As I fat here, fome 
thoughts, fuch as thefe, occurred to 
me. 

4 What is the earth and fea, of 
*• which I have feen fo much ? Whence 
* is it produced ? And what am I, 
* and all the other creatures, wild and 
4 tame, human and brutal; whence 

are we ? 
* Sure we are all made by fome fe-

* cret Power, who formed the earth, 
* and fea, the air and Iky; and who is 
« that?' 

Then it followed moft naturally, 
It is God that has made it all V— 

* Well, but,' then it came on ftrong-
ly; 4 if God has made all thefe things,-' 
* he guides and governs them all, and 
* all things that concern them ; for 
' the Being that could make all things, 
* muft certainly have power to guide 
* and direct them. 

* If fo, nothing can happen in the 
4 great circuit of his works, either 
'-without his knowledge or appoint-
* ment. 

4 And if nothing happens without 
* his knowledge, he knows that I am 
4 here, and am in a dreadful condi-
4 tion ; and if nothing happens with-
* out his appointment, he has appoint-
4 ed all this to befal me.* 

Nothing Occurred to my thoughts 
to contradift any of thefe conclufions ; 
and therefore it relied upon me with 
the greater force, that it muft need be, 
that God had appointed all this to be­
fal me; that I was brought to this 

miferable circumftance by his direc­
tion ; he having thefole power, not of 
me only, but of every thing that hap-, 
pened in the world. Immediately it 
followed 

4 Why lias God done this to me ? 
( what have I done to be thus ufed ?* 

My confidence preiently checked me 
in that enquiry, as if I had blafphem-
ed ; and methought itlpoke to me like 
a voice : 4 Wretch ! doft thou afk what 
' thou baft done? Look back upon a 
6 dreadful mifpent life, and afk-thy-
4. felf what thou haft not done? Afk, 
4 why is it that thou wert not long 
4 ago deftroyed ? Why wert thou not 
4 drowned in Yarmouth Roads? kill-
4 ed in the fight, when the Ihip was. 
4 taken bv the Sallee man of war? de-
4 voured by the wild beafts 011 the coafts, 
4 of Africa ? or, drowned here, when 
€ all the crew peiifhed but thyfelf? 
4 Doft thou alk, what have I done ?* 

I was firuck dumb with thefe reflec­
tions, as one aftoniftied, and had not 
a word to fay; 110, not to anfwer to 
myfelf; but rofe up, penfive and fad, 
walked back to my retreat, and went 
up over my wall, as if I had been go­
ing to bed ; but my thoughts were 
fadly difturbed, and I had no,inclina­
tion to deep; fo I fat down in my 
chair, and lighted my lamp, for it be-* 
gan to be dark. Now, as the appre-
henfions of the return of my diftemper 
terrified me very much, it occurred to 
my thought, that the Brazilians take 
no phyfick but their tobacco, for al­
moft all diftempers 5 and I had a piece 
pf a roll of tobacco in one of the chefts, 
which was quite cured, and fome ajfo 
that was green and not quite cured. 

I went, directed by Heaven, na 
doubt 1 for in this theft I found a cure 
bpth for fpui and body ; I opened the 
cheft, and found what I looked for, 
viz. the tobacco ; and as the few books 
I had laved lay there too, I took out 
one of the bibles which I mentioned 
before, and which, to this time, I 
had not found Jeifure, or fo much as 
inclination, to look into ; I fay, I took 
iVcut, and brought both that and the 
tobacco with me to the table. 

What ufe to make of the tobacco 
I knew pot, as to my diftemper, or 
whether -it was good for it or no; 
but I tried feveral experiments with, 
it, as if I was .refolved-it fhould hit 
one way or other: I firft took a piece 
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a leaf, and chewed it in my mouth, 
which indeed at firft almoft ftupified 
my brain, the tobacco being green and 
ftrong, and that I had not been much 
ufed to it; then I took fome, and 
fteeped it an hour or two in rum, and 
refolved to take a dofe of it when I 
lay down ; and laftly, I burnt fome 
upon a pan of coals, and held my 
nofe clofe over the fmoak of it, as 
long as I could bear it, as well for the 
heat as the virtue of it, and I held 
almoft to fuffocation. 

In the interval of this operation I 
took tip the bible, and began to read ; 
but my head was too much difturbed 
with the tobacco to bear reading, at 
leaft at that time ; only having opened 
the book cafually, the firft words that 
occurred to me were thefe: 4 Call on 
* me in the day of trouble, and I will 
4 deliver, and thou flialt glorify me.' 

The Words were very apt to my 
cafe, and made fome impreflfion upon 
my thoughts at the time of reading 
them, though not fo much as they did 
afterwards; for, as for being delivered, 
the word had no found, as I may fay, 
to me; the thing was fo remote, fo 
impofiible,inmy apprehenfionof things, 
that I began to fay, as the children of 
Ifrael did when they were promifed 
flefh to eat, 4 Can God fpread a table 
4 in the wildernefs ?' So I began to 
fay, 4 Can God himfelf deliver me 
4 from this place?' And as it was not 
for many years that any hope appeared, 
this prevailed very often upon my 
thoughts: but, however, the words 
made a very great impreflion upon me, 
and I muled upon them very often. 
It grew now late, and the tobacco had, 
as I faid, dozed my head fo much, 
that I inclined to fleep; fo I left my 
lamp burning in the cave, left I fhould 
want any thing in the night, and went 
to bed ; but before I lay down, I did 
what I never had done in all my life, 
I kneeled down and prayed to God to 
fulfil the promife to me, that if I called 
upon him in the day of trouble, he 
would deliver me: after my broken 
and imperfect prayer was over, I drank 
the rum in which I had fteeped the 
tobacco, which was fo ftrong and rank 
of the tobacco, that indeed I could 
fcarce get it down. Immediately upon 
this I went to bed, and I found pre­
fently it flew up into my head violent­
ly j but I fell into a found fleep, and 

waked no more, till, by the fun, it muft 
neceflarily be near three o'clock in the 
afternoon the next day; nay, to this 
hour I am partly of the opinion, that 
I flept all the next day and night, 
and till almoft three the day after ; for 
otherwife I knew not how I fhould 
lofe a day out of my reckoning in tfie 
days of the week, as it appeared fome 
years after I had done ; for if I had 
loft it by crofling and re-crofting the 
line, I fliould have loft more than a 
day ; but in my account it was loft, 
and I never knew which way. 

Be that, however, one way or other, 
when I awaked, I found myfelf exceed­
ingly refrefhed, and my fpirits lively 
and chearful; when I got up, I was 
ftronger than I was the d&y before, 
and iny ftomach better; For I was 
hungry ; and, in fliort, I had no fit 
the next day, but continued much 
altered for the better. This was the 
29th. 

The 30th was my well day of 
courfe, and I went abroad with my 
gun, but did not care to travel too far s 
I killed a fea-fowl or two, fomething 
like a brand goofe, and brought them 
home, but was not very forward to 
eat them ; fo I eat fome more of the 
turtle's eggs, which were very gcod. 
This evening I renewed the medicine 
which I had iuppofed did me good the 
day before, viz. the tobacco fteeped 
in rum ; only I did not take fo much 
as before, nor did I chew any of the 
leaf, or hold my head over the fmoak ; 
however, I was not fo well the next 
day, which was the ift of July, as I 
hoped I fhould have been, for I had a 
little fpice of the cold fit, but it was 
not much. 

July 2. I renewed the medicine all 
the three ways, and dozed myfelf with 
it as at firft, and doubled the quantity 
which I drank. 

July 3. I miffed the fit for good 
and all, though I did not recover my 
full ftrength for fome weeks after. 
While I was thus gathering ftrength, 
my thoughts ran exceedingly upon 
this fcripture, 41 will deliver thee;* 
and the impoflibility of my deliverance 
lay much upon my mind, in bar of my 
ever expe&ing it : but as I was difcou-
raging myfelf with fuch thoughts, it 
occurred to my mind, that I pored 10 
much upon my deliverance from the 
main affli&ion, that I difiegafded the 
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deliverance I had received ; and I was, 
as it were, made to afk myfelf fuch 
queftions as thefe; viz. * Have I not 
4 been delivered, and wonderfully too, 
4 from ficknefs? From the moft dif-
4 trefl'ed condition that could be, and 
* that was fo frightful to me? And 
4 what notice had I taken of it ? Had 
4 I done my part ? God had de-
4 livered me : but I had not glorified 
4 him.' That is to fay, I had not 
owned and been thankful for that as 
a deliverance, and how could I expeCt 
greater deli verancet 

This touched my heart very much, 
and immediately I kneeled down, and 
gave God thanks aloud for my recove-
jy from my ficknefs. 
' July 4. In the morning I took the 
bible 5 and, beginning at the New 
Teftament, I began feriouflv to read 
it, and impofed upon myfelf to read 
awhile every morning and every night, 
not tying rnyfelf to the number of 
chapters, but as long as my thoughts 
fhould engage me : it was not. long 
after I fet lerioufly to this work, but 
I found my heart more deeply and 
fin cere ly afft&ed with the wickednefs 
of my pail life 3 the impreflion of my 
dream revived, and the words, 4 All 
4 thefe things have not brought thee 
4 to repentance," ran ferioufly in my 
thoughts : I was earneftly begging of 
God to give me repentance, when it 
happened providentially the very day, 
that, reading the Scripture, I came to 
thefe words, 4 He is exalted a Prince 
4 and a Saviour, to give repentance, 
4 and to give remiflion I threw down 
the book, and with my heart as well 
as my hand lifted up to heaven, in a 
kind of extaly of joy, I cried out 
aloud, 4 Jefus, thou fon of David! 
4 Jefus, thou exalted Prince and Sa-
4 viour, give me repentance!" 

This was the firft time'that I could 
fay, in the true fenfe of the words, that 
I prayed in all my life; for now I 
prayed with a fenfe of my condition, 
and'with a true Scripture view of hope, 
founded on the encouragement of the 
word of God; and from this time, I 
may fay, I began to have hope that 
God would hear me. 

Now I began to conftrue the words 
mentioned above, 4 Call on me, and 
4 I will deliver thee," in a different 
fenfe from what I had ever done be­
fore ; for then I had no notion of any 

thing being called deliverance, but my 
being delivered from the captivity I 
was in ; for though I was indeed at 
large in the place, yet the ifland was 
certainly a prifon to me, and that in 
the work fenle in the world 5 but now 
I learned to take it in another fenfe. 
Now I looked back upon my paft life 
with fuch horror, and my fins appear­
ed fo dreadful, that my foul fought 
nothing of God but deliverance from 
the load of guilt that bore down all mjr 
comfort. As for my folitary life, it 
was nothing: I did not fo much as 
pray to be delivered from it, or think, 
of it; it was all of no conlideration in 
comparifon of this; and I added this 
part here, to hint to whoever lhall read 
it, that whenever they come to a true 
fenfe of things, they will find deli­
verance from fin a much greater blefT-
ing than deliverance from affliction. 

But leaving this part, I return to 
my journal. 

My condition began now to be, 
though not Jefs miferable as to my way 
of living, yet much eafier to my mind 5. 
and my thoughts being directed, by 
a conftant reading the fcripture and 
praying to God, to things of a higher 
nature, I had a great deal of comfort 
within, which till now I knew nothing 
of: alio, as'my health and ftrength re­
turned, I beftirred myfelf to furnifh 
myfelf with every thing I wanted, and 
make my way of living as regular as 
I could. 

From the 4th of July to the 14th, I 
was chiefly employed in walking about 
with my gun in my hand a little and a 
little at a time, as a man that was ga­
thering up his ftrength after a fit of 
ficknefs; for it is hardly to be ima­
gined, how low I was, and to what 
weaknefs I was reduced. The appli­
cation which I made ufe of, was per-
fe&ly new, and perhaps what had never 
cured an ague before; neither can I 
recommend it to any one to praCtife, 
by this experiment: and though it did 
carry off the fit, yet it rather contri­
buted to weaken me; for I had frequent 
convulfions in my nerves and limbs for 
fome time. 

I learned from it, alfo, this in parti­
cular, that being abroad in the rainy 
feafon was the moft pernicious thing 
to my health that could be, efpecially 
in thofe rains that came attended with 
ftorm§ aad hurricanes of wind; for as 
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the rain which came in a dry feaforv 
was always moft accompanied with 
fuch ftorms, fo I found this rain was 
much more dangerous than the rain 
which fell in September and OCtober. 

I had been now in this unhappy 
ifland above ten months; all poftibi-
lity of deliverance from this condition 
feemed to be entirely taken from me; 
and I firmly believed, that no human 
fhape had ever fet foot upon that place. 
Having now fecured my habitation, 
as I thought, fully to my mind, I had 
a great deiire to make a more perfect 
difcovery of the ifland, and to fee what 
other productions I might find which 
yet I knew nothing of. 

It was the 15th of July that I began 
to take a more particular furvey of the 
ifland itfelf; I went up the creek firft, 
where, as hinted, I brought my rafts 
on fliore. I found, after I came about 
two miles up, that the tide did not 
flow any higher, and that it was no 
more than a little brook of running 
water, and very frefh and good; but 
this being the dry ieafon, there was 
hardly any water in fome parts of it, 
at leaft not enough to run into any 
ftream, fo as it could be perceived. 

On the bank of this brook I found 
many pleafant favannahs 01* meadows, 
plain, fmooth, and covered with grafs ; 
and on the rifing parts of them next to 
the higher grounds, where the water, 
as it might be fuppofed, never over­
flowed, I found a great deal of tobacco, 
green, and growing to a great and very 
ftrong ftalk: there were divers other 
plants which I had no notion of or 
wnderftanding about; and might, per­
haps have virtues of their own, which 
I could not find out. 

I fearched for the caffava root, which 
the Indians in all that climate make 
their bread of, but I could find none. 
I faw large plants of aloes, but did not 
then1 understand them: I faw feveral 
fugar-canes, but wild, and, for want 
of cultivation, imperfeCt. I content­
ed myfelf with thefe difcoveries for 
this time, and came back mufing with 
myfelf what courfe I might take to 
know the virtue and goodnefs of any 
of the fruits or plants which I fhould 
clifcover, but could bring it to no con-
clufion; for, in fhort, I had made fo 
little obfervation while I was in the 
Brazils', that I knew little of the plants 
of the field j at leaft, very little that 

might ferve me to any purpofe, now in 
my diftrefs. 

The next day, the 16th, I went up 
the fame way again; and, after going 
fomething farther than I had done the 
day before, I found the brook and the 
favannahs began to ceafe, and in the 
country became more woody than be­
fore. In this part I found different 
fruits, and particularly I found melons 
upon the ground in great abundance, 
and grapes upon, the trees; the vines 
had fpread indeed over the trees, and 
the clufters of grapes were juft now in 
their prime, very ripe and rich. This 
was a fur prizing difcovery, and I was 
exceeding glad of them, but I was 
warned by my experience to eat fpar-
ingly of them, remembering, that 
when I was afhore in Barbary, the eat­
ing of grapes killed feveral of our 
Englifhmen who were flaves there, by 
throwing them into fluxes and fevers j 
but I found an excellent ufe for thefe 
grapes, and that was, to cure or dry 
them in the fun, and keep them as dried 
grapes or raifins are kept, which I 
thought would be, as indeed they were, 
as wholefome, and as agreeable to eat, 
when no grapes might be had. 

I fpent all that evening there, and 
went not back to my habitation, which, 
by the way, was the firft night, as I 
might fay, I had lain from home. In 
the night I took my firft contrivance, 
and got up into a tree, where I flept 
well, and the next morning proceeded 
upon my difcovery, travelling near 
four miles, as I might judge by the 
length of the valley, keeping ftill due 
north, with a ridge of hills on the fouth 
and north fide of me. 

At the end of this march I came to 
an opening where the country feemed 
to defcend to the weft; and a little 
fpring of frefh water, which iflued out 
of the fide of the hill by me, ran the 
other way, that is, due eaft: and the 
country appeared lb frefh, fo green, fo 
flourifhing, every thing being in a con­
ftant verdure or flourilh of fpring, that 
it looked like a planted garden. 

I defcended a Jittle on the fide of 
that delicious valley, furveying it with 
a fecret kind of pleafure (though mix­
ed with other afflicting thoughts) to 
think that this was all my own ; that I 
was king and lord of all this country 
indefealibly, and had a right of pof-
feflien; and, if I could convey it, I 
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might have it in inheritance, as com-
pleatly as any lord of a manor in Eng­
land. I faw here abundance of cocoa-
trees, orange and lemon, and citron-
trees ; but all wild, and few bearing 
any fruit; at leaft, not then : however, 
the green limes that I gathered, were 
not only pleafant to eat, but very 
wholefome ; and I mixed their juice 
afterwards with water, which made it 
very wholefome, and very cool and re­
freshing. 

I found now I had bufmefs enough, 
to gather and carry home; and refolved 
to lay up a ftore, as well of grapes as 
limes and lemons, to furnilh myfelf 
for the wet feafon, which I knew was 
approaching. 

In order to do this, I gathered a great 
heap of grapes in one place, and a 
leffer heap in another place, and a 
great parcel of limes and lemons in 
another place ; and taking a few of 
each with me, I travelled homeward, 
and refolved to come again, and bring 
a bag or fack, or what I could make, 
to carry the reft home. 

Accordingly, havingfpent three days 
irt this journey, I came home, (fo I 
nluft now call my tent, and my cave ;) 
but before I got thither, the grapes 
were fpoiled; the richnefs of the fruit, 
and the weight of the juice, having 
broken them, and bruifed them, they 
were good for little or nothing; as to 
the limes, they were gpod, but I could 
bring but few. 

The next d3y, being the 19th, I 
wept back, having made me two fmall 
bags to bring home my harveft : but I 
was furprized, when coming to my 
heap of grapes, which were fo rich and 
fine when I gathered them, I found 
th^m all fpread abroad, trod to pieces, 
and dragged about, fome here, fome 
there, and abundance eaten and de­
voured. By this I concluded there 
•were fome wild creatures thereabouts, 
which had done this j but what they 
w£rfe, I knew not. 

However, as I found there was no 
Hyirig them up ori~heaps, and no carry­
ing them away in a fack, but that one 
Way they would he deftroyed, and the 
other way they would be crufhed with 
their own weight, I took another 
courfe; fori gathered a large quantity 
qf the grapes, and hung them upon the 
out branches of the trees, that they 

rnight cure and dry in the fun 3 and a-s 
for the limes and lemons, I carried 
many back as I could well ftand under* 

When I came home from this jour­
ney, I contemplated with great plea-
lure the fruitfulnefs of that valley, ami 
the pleafantncfs of the fituation, the 
fecurity from ftorms on that fide of the 
water, and the wood j and concluded, 
that I had pitched upon a place to fi c 
my abode, which was by far the worlt 
part of the country. Upon the whole, 
1 began to confider of removing my 
habitation, and to look out for a place 
equally fafe, as where I now was fitu-
ate, if poflSble, in that pleafant fruitfui 
part of the iftand. 

This thought ran long in my head, 
and I was exceeding fond of it for 
fome time, the pleafantnefs of the place 
tempting mej but when I came to a 
nearer view of it, and to confider that 
I was now by the fea-fide, where it was 
at leaft poflible that fomething might 
happen to my advantage, and that the 
fame ill fate that brought me hither, 
might bring fome other unhappy 
wretches to the fame place; and though 
it was fcarce probable, that any fuch. 
thing fhould ever happen, yet to in-
clofe myfelf among the hills and woods, 
in the centre of the iftand, was to an­
ticipate my bondage, and to render 
fych an affair not only improbable, 
but impoflible; and that therefore I 
ought not by any means to remove. 

However, I was fo enamoured with 
this place, that I fpent much of my 
time there for the whole remaining 
part of the month of July: and though, 
upon fecond thoughts, I refolved as 
above, not to remove 5 yet I built me 
a little kind of a bower, and furround-
ed it at a diftance with a very ftrong 
fence, being a double hedge, as high 
as I could reach, well ftaked and filled 
between with brulhwood: and here I 
lay very fecure, fometimes two or three 
nights together, always going over it 
with a ladder as before} fo that I fan­
cied now I had my country-houfe, and 
my fea-coaft houfe. And this work, 
took me up the beginning of Auguft. 

I had but newly finilhed my fence, 
and began to enjoy my labour,when the 
rains came on, and made me ftick cloie 
to my firft habitation; for though I 
had made me a tent like the other, witk 
a piece of a fail, and fpread it very 
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well, yet I had not the fhelter of an 
hill to keep me from ftorms, nor a 
cave behind me to retreat into when 
the r a i n s  were extraordinary. 

About the beginning ot Auguft, as 
I faid, I had finifhed mv bower, and 
began to enjoy myfelf. The third ot 
Aucruft, I found the grapes I had hung 
up were perfe&ly dried, and indeed 
were excellent good.raifins ol the fun; 
fo I began to take them dow.n from the 
trees, and it was very happy that I did 
fo - for the rains which followed would 
have fpoiled tnem, and I had loft tho 
beft part of my winter food for I had 
above two hundred large bunches of 
them. No fooner had I taken them 
all down, and carried moft of them 
home to my cave, but it began to rain; 
and from thence, which was the 14th 
of Auguft, it rained more or lefs every 
day, till the middle of Oaober; and 
fometimes fo violently, that I could 
not ftir out of my cave fpr feveral 
days. , 

In this feafon I was much lurpnzed 
yvith the increale of my family : I had 
been concerned for the lofs of one or 
my cats, which ran away from me, or, 
as I thought, had been dead ; and I 
heard no more tale or tidings of her, 
till to my aftonilhment fne came home 
about the end of Auguft, with three 
kittens. This was. the more ftrange 
tQ me, becaufe though I had killed a 
wild cat, as I called it, with my gun, 
yet I thought it was quite a different 
kind from our European cats } yet the 
young cats were the fame kind of houfe-
bveed° like the old one; and both my 
cats being females, I thought it very 
ftrange. But from thefe three cats, I 
afterwards came to be fo peftered with 
cats, that I was forced to kill them 
like vermin, or wild beads, and to 
drive them from my houfe as much as 
poflible. 

From the 14th of Auguft to the 26th, 
inceffant rain,, fa that I could not ftir, 
and was now very, careful not to be 
much wet. In this confinement I 
began to be ftraitened for food ; but 
venturing out twice, I one day killed 
a goat; and the laft day, which was-
the 26th, found a very large tortoifc, 
which was a treat to me. And my food 
was regulated thus: I eat a bunch of 
raifins for mybreakfaft; a piece of the 
goat's flefh, or of. the turtle, for my 
dinner, broiled, (for, to my great mil? 

fortune, I had no veffel to boil or flew 
any thing;) and two or three of the 
turtle's eggs for fupper. 

During this confinement in my cover 
by the rain, I worked daily two or 
three hours at enlarging my cave ; and, 
by degrees, worked it on towards one 
fide, till 1 came to the outfide of the 
hill, and made a door or way out, 
which came beyond my fence or wail; 
and fo I came in and out this way. 
But I was not perfeaiy eafy at lying 
fo open ; for as I had managed myfelf 
before, I was in a perfe# inclofure, 
whereas now I thought I lay expofed ; 
and yet I could not perceive, that there 
was any living thing to fear, thebiggeifc 
creature that I had yet feen upon the 
iftand being a goat. 

September 30. I was now come to 
the unhappy anniveriary of my land­
ing: I caft up the notches on my 
poft, and found I had been on fhore 
three hundred and fixty-five days. I 
kept this day as a folemn fait, letting 
it apart to a religious exercife, pro-
ftrating myfelf to the ground with the 
moft lerious humiliation, confefling 
myfelf to God, acknowledging his 
righteous judgment upon me, and 
praying to him to have mercy on me, 
through Jefus Chrift ; and having not 
tafted the leaft refrefliment for .twelve 
hours, even till the going down of the 
fun, I then eat a bifcuit-cake and a 
bunch of grapes, and went to bed, 
finilhing the day as I began it. 

I had all this" time obferved no fab-
bath-day ; for as at fir 11 I had no fenfe 
of religion upon my mind, I had after, 
fome time omitted to diftinguilh the 
weeks, by making a longer notch than 
ordinary for the fabbath-day, and fo, 
did not really know what any ot the 
days were; but now having caft up, 
the days as above, I found I had been 
there a year ; fo I divided it into 
weeks, and let apart every feventh day 
for a labbath ; though I found at the 
end of my account I had loft a day or 
two of my reckoning. 

A little after this, my ink began to 
fail me, and fo I contented myfelf to. 
ufe it more fparingly, and to write 
down only the moft remarkable events 
of my life, without continuing a daily 
memorandum of other things. 

The rainy feafon? and the dry fea­
fon, began now to appear regular to 
me, and I learned to divide them fo as 
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to provide for them accordingly. But 
I bought all my experience before I 
had it; and this I am going to relate, 
was one of the moft difcouraging ex­
periments that I made at all. I have 
mentioned, that I had faved the few 
ears of barley and rice which I had fo 
furprizingly found lpring up, as I 
thought, of themfelves, and believe 
there were about thirty ftalks of rice, 
and about twenty of barley; and now 
J thought it a proper time to fow it 
after the rains, the fun being in it's 
fouthern pofition going from me. 

Accordingly I dug up a piece of 
ground, as well as 1 could, with my 
wooden fpade, and dividing it into 
two parts, I lowed my grain ; but as 
I was fowing, it cafualjy occurred to 
my thoughts, that I would not fow it 
all at firft, becaufe I did not know when 
was the proper time for it 5 fo I fowed 
about two-thirds of the feeds, leaving 
about a handful of each. 

It was a great comfort to me after­
wards, that I did fo, for not one grain 
©f that I fowed this time came to any 
thing; for the dry months following, 
the earth having had no rain after the 
feed was fown, it had no moifture to 
aflift it's growth, and never came up at 
all, till the wet feafon had come again, 
and then it grew as if it had been new­
ly fown. 

Finding my firft feed did not grow, 
which I eafily imagined was by the 
drought, I fought for a moifter piece 
of ground to make another trial in ; 
and I dug up a piece of ground near 
my new bower, and fowed the reft of 
my feed in February, a little before 
the vernal equinox ; and this, having 
the rainy months of March and April 
to water it, fprung up very pleafantly, 
and yielded a very good crop; but 
having part of the feed left only, and 
not daring to fow all that I had yet, I 
had but a fmall quantity at laft, my 
whole crop not amounting to above 
half a peck of each kind. 

But by this experience I was made 
mafter of my bufinefs, and knew ex­
actly when the proper feafon was to 
fowj and that I mightexpeft two feed-
times, and two harvefts, every year. 

While this corn was growing, I 
made a little difcovery, which was of 
uf« to me afterwards : as foon as the 
rains were over, and the weather be­
gan to fettle, which was about the 

month of November, I made a vifit 
up the country to my bower, where, 
though I had not been fome months, 
yet I found all things juft as I left 
them. The circle or double hedge 
that I had made, was not only firm 
and entire, but the ftakes which I had 
cut off of fome trees that grew there­
abouts, were all lliot out, and grown 
with long branches, as much as a wil­
low tree ufually (hoots the firft year 
after lopping it's head. I could not 
tell what tree to call it, that thefe 
ftakes were cut from. I was furprized, 
and yet very well pleafed, to lee the 
young trees grow ; and I pruned them, 
and led them up to grow as much alike 
as I could ; and it is fcarce credible, 
how beautiful a figure they grew into 
in tlrree years ; lo that though the 
hedge made a circle of about twenty-
five yards in diameter, yet the trees, 
for fuch I might now call them, foon 
covered it} and it was a compleat 
(hade, fufficient to lodge under all the 
dry feafon. 

This made me refolve to cut fome 
more ftakes, and make me an hedge 
like this in a femi-circle round my 
wall, (I mean,that ofmyfirft dwelling) 
which I did ; and, placing the trees 
or ltakes in a double row, at above 
eight yards diftance from my fir ft 
fence, they grew prefently, and were 
at firft a fine cover to my habitation, 
and afterwards ferved for a defence 
alfo, as I (hall obferve in it's order. 

I found now, that the feafons of the 
year might generally be divided, not 
into fummer and winter, as in Europe 5 
but into the rainy feafons, and the dry 
feafons, which were generally thus : 

Half Feb. t Rainy, the fun being 
March C then on or near the 

Half April 3 Equinox. 
Half April 

May | Dry, the fun being then 
June to the north of the 
July ( line. 

Half Aug. 
Half Aug. 

Sept, 
Half 06t 

f r P 
t. ^-Rain, the fun being then 

come back. 
Half Oa. -j 

Nov. | Dry, the fun being then 
. Dec. >• to the fouth of the 

Jan. j line. 
Half Feb. J 
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The rainy feafon fometimes held 

longer or (horter, as the winds hap­
pened to blow ; but this was the ge­
neral obfervation I made. After I bad 
found, by experience, the ill confe-
quence of being abroad in the rain, I 
took care to fumilh myfelf with pro-
vifions beforehand, that I might not 
be obliged to go out} and I fat within­
doors as much as poffible during the 
wet months. 

In this time I found much employ­
ment, (and very fuitable alfo to the 
time) for I found great occafion of 
many things which I had no way to 
fumifh myfelf with, but by hard la­
bour and conftant application; par­
ticularly, I tried many ways to make 
myfelf a baiket; but all the twigs I 
could get for the purpofe proved fo 
brittle, that they would do nothing. 
It proved of excellent advantage to me 
now, that when I was a boy, I ufed to 
take great delight in (landing at a baf-
ket-maker's in the town where my 
father lived, to fee them make their 
wicker-ware ; and being, as boys ufu­
ally are, very officious to help, and a 
great obferver of the manner how they 
worked thofe things, and fometimes 
lent an hand, I had by this means fo 
full knowledge of the methods of it, 
that I wanted" nothing but the mate­
rials ; when it came into my mind, 
that the twigs of that tree from whence 
I cut my ftakes that grew, might pof-
fibly be as tough as the fallows and 
willows, and offers, in England ; and I 
refolved to try. 

Accordingly, the next day I went 
to my country-houfe, as I called it, 
and cutting fome of the (mailer twigs, 
I found them to my purpofe as much 
as I could defire; whereupon, I came 
the next time prepared with an hatch­
et to cut down a quantity, which I 
foon found, for there was a great 
plenty of them : thefe I fet up to dry 
within my circle or hedges ; and when 
they were fit for ufe, I carried them to 
my cave ; and here, during the next 
feafon, I employed myfelf in making 
(as well as I could) a great many 
baficets, both to carry earth, and to car­
ry or lay upany thing, as I had occa­
fion ; and though I did not firiilh 
them very handlbmely, yet I made 
them fufficiently ferviceable for my 
purpofe : and thus afterwards I took 
care never to be without them ; and 

as my wicker-ware decayed, I made 
more } efpecially, I made ftrong deep 
balkets to place my corn in, inftead 
of facks, when I (houid come to have 
any quantity of it. 

Having maftered this difficulty, and 
employed a world of time about it, 
I beftirred myfelf to fee, if poffible, 
how to fupply two wants. I had no 
veflels to hold any thing that was li­
quid, except two rundlets, which were 
almoft full of rum, and fome glafs 
bottles, fome of the common fize, 
and others which were cafc-bottles, 
lquare, for the holding of waters, fpi-
rits, See. I had not fo much as a pot 
to boil any thing in, except a great 
kettle which I faved out of the (hip, 
and which was too big for fuch ufes 
as I defired it for, viz. to make broth, 
and ftew a bit of meat by itfelf. The 
fecond thing I would fain have had, 
was a tobacco-pipe, but it was impof-
fible for me to make one j however, I 
found a contrivance for that too at 
laft. 

I employed myfelf in planting my 
fecond rows of ftakes or piles, and ia 
this wicker work, all the fummer, or 
dry feafon : when another bufinefs took 
me up more time than it could be ima­
gined I could fpare. 

I mentioned before, that I had a 
great mind to fee the whole ifland, and 
that I had travelled up the brook, and 
fo on to where I built my bower, and 
where I had an opening quite to the 
lea, on the other fide of the iftand. 
I now refolved to travel quite acrofs 
to the fea-ffioreon that fide: fo taking 
my gun and hatchet, and my dog, 
and a larger quantity of powder and 
(hot than ufual, with two bilcuit-cakes 
and a great bunch of raifins in my 
pouch, for my (lore, I began my jour­
ney. When I had paffed the vale 
where my bower ftood, as above, I 
came within view of the fea to the 
weft; and it being a very clear day, I 
fairly defcried land, whether an ifland 
or continent I could not tell; but it 
lay very high, extending from the W. 
'to the W. S. W. at a very great dif­
tance; by my guefs it could not be 
lefs than fifteen or twenty leagues off. 

I could not tell what part of the 
world this might be, other wife than 
that I knew it muft be part of America 5 
and, as I concluded by ail my obfer-
vations, muft be near the Spanifh do 
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minions, and perhaps was all inhabit­
ed by favages, where, if I Ihould have 
landed, I had been in a woife condi­
tion than I was now; and, therefore, 
I acquiefced in the difpofitions of Pro­
vidence, which I began now to own, 
and to believe, ordered every thing for 
the beft; I fay, I quieted my mind 
with this, and left afflicting myfelf 
with fruitlefs wifhes of being there. 

Befides, after fome paufe upon this 
affair, I conlidered, that if this land 
was the Spanilh coaft, I Ihould certain­
ly, one time ox other, fee lome veflels 
pafs or repafs one way or other; but 
if not, then it was the favage coafi 
between the Spanifli country and Bra­
id, which were, indeed, the word of 
lavages; for they are cannibals, or 
men-eaters, and fail not to murder and 
devour all the human bodies that fall 
into their hands. 

With thefe confiderations I walked 
very leifuvely forward. I found that 
fide of the ifland where I now was 
much pleal'anter than mine, the open 
or favannah fields fweet, adorned with 
flowers and grafs, and full of very 
fine woods. I faw abundance of par­
rots, and fain would I have caught 
one, if pofiibie, to have kept it to be 
tame, and taught it to fpeak to me. 
1 did, after feme pains-taking, catch 
a young parrot; for I knocked it down 
with a itick, and having recovered ity 
I brought it home, but it was Ibme 
years before I could make him fpeak. 
KoweVer, at laft I taught him to call 
me by my name very familiarly ; but 
the accident that followed, though it 
be a trifle, will be very diverting in it's 
place. 

I was exceedingly diverted with this 
journey: I found in the low grounds, 
hares, as I thought them to be, and 
foxes, but they differed greatly from 
all the other kinds I had met with ; 
nor could I latisfy myfelf to eat them, 
though I killed ieveral: but I had no 
lieed to be venturour; for I had no 
want of food, and of that which was 
very good too; efpecially thefe three 
forts, viz. goats, pigeons, and turtle 
or tortoife; which, added to my grapes, 
Leadenhall market could not have fur-
ni/heda table better than I, in propor­
tion to the company: and though my 
cafe was deplorahle enough, yet I had 
great caufe of thankfulness, that 1 was 

not driven to any extremities for food ; 
but rather plenty, even to dainties. 
I never travelled in this journey aboVe 

two miles outright in a day, or there­
abouts; but I took fo many turns ami 
and returns, to fee what difcoveries I 
could make, that I came weary enough 
to the place where I refolved to fit down 
for all night; and then either repofed 
myfelf in a tree, or furrounded myfelf 
with a row of flakes fet upright in the 
ground, either from one tree to ano­
ther, or fo as no wild creature could 
come at me without waking me. 

As foon as I came to the fea-ftiore, 
I was furprized to fee that I had taken 
up my lot on the worft fide of the 
ifland ; for here indeed the ihore was 
covered with innumerable turtles, 
whereas, on the other fide, I had found 
but three in a year and a half. Here 
was alfo an infinite number of fowls 
of many kinds, fome of which I had 
not feen before, and many of them very 
good meat; but fucli as I knew not 
the names of, except thole called pen­
guins. 

I could have (hot as many as T pleaf-
ed, but was very fparing of my pow­
der and fliot; and therefore had more 
mind to kill a flie-goat, if I could, 
which I could better feed on : and 
rhough there were many goats here 
more than on the other iide of the 
ifland, yet it was with much more dif­
ficulty that I could come near them ; 
the country being flat and even, and 
they faw me -much fooner than when 
I was on the hills. 

I confefs this fide of the country 
was much pleafanter than mine, but 
yet I had not the leaft inclination to 
remove; for as 1 was fixed in my ha­
bitation, it became natural to me, and 
I feemed all the while I was here, to 
be, as it were, upon a journey, and 
from home : however, I travelled a -
Jong the fliore of the lea towards the 
eafi, I fuppofe, about twelve miles; 
and then letting up a great pole upon 
the Ihore for a mark, I concluded I 
would go home again ; and the next 
journey I took, Ihould be on the 
other fide of the ifland, eafl from ray 
dwelling, and lb round till I came 
t o  m y  p o l l  a g a i n  :  o f  w h i c h  i n  i t ' s  
place. 

I took another way to comeback than 
that I went, thinking I cculd eafily 
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fceep' all the ifland fo much in my view, 
that I could not mifs finding my firil 
dwelling by viewing the country; but 
I found myfelf mlftaken ; for being 
come about two or three miles, I found 
myfelf deicended into a very large 
valley; but fo furrounded with hills, 
and thofe hills covered with woods, 
that I could not lee which was my 
way by any direction but that of the 
fun, nor even then, unlefs I knew ve­
ry well the pofition of the fun at that 
time of the day. 

It happened, to my farther misfor­
tune, that the weather proved hafcy 
for three or four days, while I was in 
this valley; and not being able to fee 
the fun, I wandered about very un­
comfortably, and at lafi was obliged 
to find out the lea-fide, look for my 
poll, and come back the fame way I 
went; and then, by eafy journeys, I 
turned homeward, the weather being 
exceeding hot; and my gun, ammuni­
tion, hatchet, and other things, very 
heavy. 

In this journey my dog furprized a 
young kid, and feized upon it; and I 
running in to take hold of it, caught 
it, and faved it alive from the dog: 
I had a great mind to bring it home, 
if I could; for I had often been mu-
fing whether it might not be poflible 
to get a kid or two, and fo raii'ea breed 
of tame goats, which might fuppiy 
me when my powder and fliot Ihouid 
be fpent; 

I made a collar to this little crea­
ture, and with a firing which I made 
of fome rope-yarn, which I always 
carried about me, I led him along, 
though with fome difficulty, till I came 
to iny bower, and there I inclol'ed 
him, and left him; for I was very 
impatient to be at home; from whence 
I had been ablent above a month. 

I cannot exprefs what a fatisfadlion 
it was to me, to come into my old 
hutch, and lie down in my hammock-
bed : this little wandering journey, 
without a fettled place of abode, had 
been lb unpleafant to me, that my own 
houfe, as I called it to myfelf, was a 
perfeff fettlenient to me, compared to 
that; and it rendered every thing about 
me fo comfortable, that I refolved I 
would never go a great way from it 
again, while it Ihould be my lot to fiay 
on the ifland. 

I repofed myfelf here a week, to reft 
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and regale myfelf after my long jour­
ney; during which, moft of the time 
was taken up in the weighty aftair of 
making a cage for my Pol, who began, 
now to be a mere domeftick, and to be 
mighty well acquainted with me. Then 
I began to think of the poor kid, which 
I hiTd pent in within my little circle; 
and refolved to go and fetch it home,, 
and give it fome food ; accordingly I 
went, and found it where I left it; 
for indeed it could not get out^ but 
was almoft ftarved for want of food ; 
I went and cut boughs; of trees, and 
branched of fuch fhrubs as I could 
find, and threw .it over, and having 
fed it, I tied it, as I did before, to lead 
it away; but it was fo tame with be­
ing hungry, that I had no need to have 
tied it; for it followed me like a dog ; 
and, as I continually fed it, the crea­
ture became fo loviDg, fo gentle, and 
fo fond, that it became from that time 
one of my domefiicks alfo, and would 
never leave me afterwards. 

The rainy feafon of the autumnal 
equinox was now come, and I kept 
the 30th of September in the fame fo-
lemn manner as before, being the an-
niverfary of my landing on the ifland, 
having now been there two years, and 
no more profpe£l of being delivered 
than the firft day I came there; I fpent 
tile whole day in humble and thank­
ful acknowledgements of the many 
wonderful mercies which my folitary 
condition was attended with, and with­
out which.it might have been infinite­
ly more miserable. I gave humble and 
hearty thanks, that God had been 
pleal'ed to difcover to me, even that.it 
was poflible I might be more happy fin 
this folitary condition, than I Ihould 
have been in a liberty of fociety, and 
in all the pleaiures of the world : that 
he could fully make up to me the de*» 
ficiencies of my folitary ftate, and the 
want of human fociety, by his pretence, 
and the commihfication of his grace to 
my foul, fupporting; comforting, and 
encouraging me to depend upon his 
providence here, ^nd hope for his eter­
nal prefence hereafter. 

It was now that I began fenfibiy to 
feel how much more happy the life I 
now led was, with all it's rniferabie 
circumftances, than the-wicked, curf-

~ed, abominable life, I led all the paft 
part of my days; and now having 
changed both my forrows and my joys, 
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my very defires altered, my affe£lions 
changed their guff, and my delights 
were perfeflly new, from what they 
were at fir It coming, or indeed for the 
two years pad. 

Before, as I walked about, either 
on my hunting, or for viewing the 
country, the anguifh of my foul at my 
condition would breakout upon me on 
a fudden, and my very heart would 
die within me, to think of the woods, 
the mountains, the defarts I was in 5 
and how I was a prifoner locked up, 
with the eternal bars and bolts ot the 
ocean, in an uninhabited wildernefs, 
without redemption. In the midft of 
the greateft compofures of my mind, 
this would break out upon me like a 
ilorm, and made me wring my hands, 
and weep like a child. Sometimes 
it would take me in the middle of 
my work, and I would immediately 
lit down and iigh, and look upon the 
ground for an hour pr two together, 
and this was ft ill worfe to me j for if 
I could burft out into tears, or vent my-
felf by words, it would go off, and the 
grief, having exhaufted itfelf, would 

But now I began to exercife myfelf 
with new thoughts j I daily read the 
word of God, and applied alL the com­
forts of it to my prefect ftate. One 
morning, being very lad, I opened the 
bible upon thefe words, 4 I will never, 
* never leave thee, nor forlhke thee \ 
Immediately it occurred, that thele 
words were to me ; why elfe (hould they 
be direfted in fuch a manner, juft at the 
moment when I was mourning ovei 
•jny condition, as one forfaken ot God 
and man ? * Well, then,' faid I, «it 
* God does not forfake me, of what 
« ill confequence can it be, or w^at 
* matters it, though the world mould 
< all forfake me ; feeing, on the other 
< hand, if I had all the world, and 
« fhould lofe the favour and bleiiing 
* of God, there would be no compan-
* fon in the lolV?' 

From this moment I began to con­
clude in my mind, that it is was pol-
fible for me to be more happy in this 
forfaken,- folitary condition, than it 
was probable I fhould have ever been 
in any other particular date in the 
world ; and with this thought I was 
going to give thanks to God for bring­
ing me to this place. i . 
I know not what it was, but fometning 
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(hocked my mind at that thought, ant? 
I durft not fpeak the words. 4 How 
4 canft thou be fuch an hypocrite, faid 
I, even audibly, < to pretend to be 
4 thankful for a condition, which, 
4 however thou mayeft endeavour to 
4 be contented with, thou wouldft ra-
4 ther pray heartily to be delivered 
4 from V So I (lopped there; but 
though I could not fay, I thanked God 
for being there, yet I fincerely gave 
thanks to God for opening my eyes, 
by whatever affli&ing providences, to 
fee the former condition of my life, 
and to mourn for my wickednels, and 
repent. I never opened the bible, or (hut 
it, but my very foul within me bleffed 
God for directing iny friend in Eng­
land, without any order of mine, t* 
pack it up among my goods ; and for 
a (fitting me afterwards to fa ve it-out 
of the wreck of the iliip. 

Thus, and in this difpofition of 
mind, I began my third year ; and 
though I have not given the reader the 
trouble of fo particular an account of 
my works this year as the firlt ; yet 
221 general it may. be obferved, that I 
was very feldom idle 5 having regular­
ly divided my time, according to the 
feveral daily employments that were 
before me: fuch as, Firft, My duty to 
God, and reading the feriptures, which 
I conftantly let apart fome time for* 
thrice every day. Secondly, The go­
ing abroad with my gun for food, which 
generally took me up three hoursin every 
morning when it did not rain. Third­
ly, The ordering, curing, prefer ving* 
and cooking, what I had killed or 
catched for my fupply; thefe took up 
great; part of the day : alfo it is to be 
confidered, that in the middle of the 
day, when the fun was in the zenith, 
the violence of the heat was too great 
toftirout; fo that about four hours 
in the evening was all the time I could 
be fuppofed to work in ; with this ex­
ception, that fometimes I changed my 
hours of hunting and working, and 
went to work in the morning, and 
abroad with my gun in the afternoon. 

To this fhort time allowed for la­
bour, I defire may be added the ex­
ceeding h borioufnefs of my work; the-
many horns, which, for want of tools, 
want of help, and want of (kill, every 
thing that 1 did took up out of my 
time*: for example, I was full two and 
forty day I making me a board for a 
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Jong-flieif, which* I wanted in my cave ; 
whereas two fawyers, with their tools 
and faw-pit, would have cut fix of 
them, out of the fame tree, in hall a 
day. . 

My cafe was this : It was to be a 
large tree which was to be cut down, 
becaufe my board was to be a broad 
one. The tree I was three days a 
cutting down, and two more cutting 
off the boughs, and reducing it to a 
log or piece of timber. With inex-
preffible hacking and hewing I reduced 
both the fides of it into chips, till it 
began to be light enough to move; 
then I turned it, and made one fide 
of it fmooth and flat as a board, from 
end to end; then turning that fide 
downward, cut the other fide till I 
brought the plank to be about three 
inched thick, and fmooth 011 both fides. 
Any one may judge the labour of my 
hands in fuch a piece of work ; but la­
bour and patience carried me through 
that and many other things*. I only 
pbferve this in particular, to (hew the 

• feafon why fo much of my time went 
away with fo little work, viz. that 
.what might be a little to be done with 
help and tools, was a vaft labour, and 
requited a prodigious time to do alone, 
and by hand. 

But, notwithftanding this, with pa­
tience and labour, I went through 
many things, and indeed every thing 
that my circumllances made neceffary 
for me to do, as will appear by what 
follows. 

I was now in the months of Novem­
ber and December, expefling my crop 
of barley and rice. The ground I had 
manured or dug up for them was not 
great; for, as I obferved, rny feed of 
eacji was not above the quantity of half 
a peck; for I had loft one whole crop 
by fcrwmg in the dry ieafon; but now 

.my crop promded very well ; when, on 
a fudden, I found I was in danger of 
lofing it allagain by enemies of feveral 
forts,which it was fcarce poffible to keep 
front it; as fir ft, the goats, and wild 
creatures which I called hares, which, 
tailing the fweetnefs of the blade, lay 
in it night and day, as l'bon as it came 
up, and eat it fo clofe, that iv could get 
no time to (hoot up into (talks. 

This I faw no remedy for, but by 
making an inclofure about it with a 
hedge, wbach I did with a great deal 
of toil; and the more, becaufe it re-' 

quired a great deal of fpeed; the crea­
tures daily fpoiling my corn. How­
ever, as my arable land was but fmall, 
fuited to my crop, I got it totally well 
fenced in about three weeks time; and 
(hooting fome of the creatures in the 
day-time, fet my dog to guard it in 
the night, tying him up to a (lake at 
the gate, where he would (land and 
barkall nightlong; fo, in a little time, 
the enemies forfook the place, and the 
corn grew very ftrong and well, and 
began to ripen apace. 

But as the beatts ruined me before, 
while my corn was in the blade, fo the 
birds were as likely to ruin me now, 

•when it was in the ear; for, going 
along by the place to (ee how it throve, 
I faw my little crop furrounded with 
fowls of I know not how many forts, 
which (food as it were watching till I 
(hould be gone. I immediately let fly 
among them (for I always had my 
gun with me.) I had no fopner (hot, 
but there arofe up a little cloud of 
fowls, which I had no)t feen at all, from 
among the corn itfelf. 

This touched me (enfibly, for I 
forefaw, that in a few days they wouU 
devour all rny hopes, that I (hould be 
ftarved, and never be able to raife a 
crop at ail ; and what to do I could 
not tell: however, I refolved not to lofe 
my com, if poffible, though I fhould 
watch it night and day. In the Aril 
place, I went among it, to fee what da­
mage was, already done, and found 
they had fpoiled a good deal of it; but 
that, a6 it was yet too green for them, 
the iof$ was not fo great, but the re­
mainder was like to be a good crop, 
if it could be faved. 

I (laid by it to load my gun, and 
then coming away, I could eafily 
fee the thieves fitting upon all the 
trees about me, as if they only waited 
till I was gone away, and the event 
proved it to be fo; for as I walked off, 
as if I was gone, I was no fooner out 
of their fight, but they dropped down 
one by one into the corn fcgain. I was 
fo provoked, that I could not have pa­
tience to (lay till more came on", know­
ing that every grain that they eat no\y, 
was, as it might he faid, a peck loaf to 
me in the confequence; but coming up 
to the hedge, I fired again, and killed 
three of them. This was what I wj(hed 
for; fo I took them up, and ferved 
them as we ferve notorious thieves in 
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England, viz. hanged them in chains 
for a terror to others. It is impoflible 
to imagine almoft, that this fhould 
have fuch an effeft as it had; for the 
fowls would not only not come at the 
corp, but in fhort they forfook all that 
part of the ifland, and I could nevei 
fee a bird near the place as long as my 
fcarecrows hung there. 

This I was very glad of, you may 
be lure; and about the latter end of 
December, which was our fecond har-
veft of the year, I reaped my corn. 

I was fadly put to it for a fcythe or 
a fickle to cut it down, and all I could 
do was to make one as well as I could 
out of one of the broad fwords or 
cutlafles, which I faved among the 
arms out of the fhip. However, as 
my crop was but finally I had no great 
difficulty to cut it down: in fliort, I 
reaped it my way, for I cut nothing oft 
but the ears, and carried it away in a 
great bafket which I had made, and fo 
rubbed it out with my hands: and at 
the end of all my harvefting, I found, 
that out of my half-peck of feed, 1 
had near two bufhels of rice, and above 
two bufhels and an half of barley ; that 
is to fay, by my guefs, for I had no 
meafure at that time. 

However, this was a great encou­
ragement to me ; and I fore fa w, that 
in time it would pleafe God to fupply 
me with bread : and yet here I was 
perplexed again, for I neither knew 
how to grind or make meal of corn, 
or indeed how to clean it and part it; 
nor, if made into meal, how to ma e 
tread of it; and if how to make it, 
yet I knew not how to bake it. 1 lieie 
things being added to my defire of 
having a good quantity for ftoie, and 
to fecure i conftant fupply, I relolved 
not to tafte any of this crop, but to 
preferve it all for feed againft the next 
feafon, and in the mean time to em­
ploy all my ftudy and hours of work­
ing to accomplifli this great work of 
providing myfelf with corn am. biead. 
r  It mieht be truly faid, that now I 
worked "for my bread. It is a little 
wonderful, and what I believe few 
people have thought much upon, viz. 

' the ftrange multitude of little things 
' neceifary in the providing, producing, 
curing, dreffing, making, and finifti-

. ine, this one article of bread. 
I that was reduced to a mere ftate 

of nature, found this to be my daily 

difcouragement, and was made more 
and more fenfible of it every hour, even 
after I got the firft handful of feed-
corn, which, as I have faid, came up 
unexpectedly, and indeed toafurprize. 

Firft, I had no plough to turn the 
earth, no fpade or fhovel to dig it. 
Well, this I conquered by making a 
wooden fpade, as I obferved before; 
but this did my work but in a wooden 
manner; and though it coft me a great 
many days to make it, yet, for want 
of iron, it not only wore out the fooner, 
but made my work the harder, and 
made it be performed much worfe. 

However, this I bore with too, and 
was content to work it out with pa-, 
tience, and bear with the badnefs of 
the performance. When the corn was 
fowed, I had no harrow, but was forced 
to go over it myfelf, and drag a great 
heavy bough of a tree over it, to fcratch 
the earth, as it may be called, ra­
ther than rake or harrow it. 

When it was growing, or grown, I 
have obferved already how many things 
I wanted, to fence it, fecure it, mow 
or reap it, cure or carry it home, threfh, 
part it from the chaff, and fave it. 
Then I wanteci a mill to grind it, 
fieves to drefs it, yeaft and fait to make 
it into bread, and an oven to bake it 
in ; and all thefe things I did without, 
as ftiall be obferved; and yet the corn 
was an ineftimable comfort and ad­
vantage to me too ; but all this, as I 
faid, made every thing laborious and 
tedious to me, but that there was no 
help for j neither was my time fo much 
lofs to me, becaufe I had divided it; 
a certain part of it was every day ap­
pointed to ihefe works ; and as I re-
folved to ule none of the corn for 
bread, till I had a greater quantity by 
me, I had the next fix months to ap­
ply myfelf wholly by labour and in­
vention, to furnifti myfelf with uten-
flJs proper for the performing all the 
operations neceflary for the making 
the corn, when I had it, fit for my ufe. 

But, firft, I was to prepare more land, 
for'I had now feed enough to fow above 
an acre of ground. Before I did this, 
I had a week's work at leaft to make 
me a fpade, which, when it was done, 
was a very lorry one indeed, and very 
heavy, and required double labour to 
work with it; however, I went through 
that, and fowed my feeds in two large 
fiat pieces of ground, as near my houie 

as 
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as I could find them to my mind, and 
fenced them in with a good hedge, the 
flakes of which were all cut of that 
wood which I had fet before, which 
I knew would grow, fo that in one 
year's time I knew I Ihould have a 
quick of living hedge, that would 
want but little repair. This work was 
not fo little, as to take me up lefs than 
three months, becaufe great part of that 
time was of the wet feafon, when I 
could not go abroad. 

Within-door, that is, when it rain­
ed, and I could not go out, I found 
employment on the following occafion, 
always obferving, that all the while I 
y/as at work, I diverted myfelf with 
talking to my parrot, and teaching him 
to fpeak ; and I quickly learned him to 
know his own name; at laft, to fpeak 
it out pretty loud, POL; which was 
the firft word I ever heard fpoken in 
the ifland by any mouth but my own. 
•This therefore was not my work, but 
an afliftant to my work; for now, as 
I faid, I had a great employment 
upon my hands, as follows, viz. I 
had long ftudied, by fome means or, 
other, to make myleif fome earthen 
veflels, which indeed I wanted forely, 
but knew not where to come at them : 
however, confidering the heat of the 
climate, I did not doubt but, if I could 
find out any fuch clay, I might botch 
up fome fuch pot, as might, being dried 
by the fun, be hard enough, and ftrong 
enough, to bear handling, and to hold 
any thing that was dry, and required 
to be kept fo ; and as this was necef-
fary in preparing corn, meal, &c. 
which was the thing I was upon, I 
refolved to make fome as large as I 
could, and fit only to ftand like jars 
to hold what-fliould be put into them. 

It would make the reader pity me, 
or rather laugh 3t me, to tell how many 
aukwark ways I took to raife this pafte, 
what odd, mif-fhapen, ugly things I 
made, how many of them fell in, and 
how many fell out, the clay not being 
ftiff enough to bear it's own weight; how 
many cracked by the over-violent heat 
of the fun, being fet out too haftily ; 
and how many fell to pieces with only 
removing, as well before as after they 
were dried; and, in a word, how, 
after having laboured hard to find the 
clay, to dig it, to temper it, to bring 
it home, and wprk it, I could not make 
&bove two large earthen ugly things, 
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I cannot call them jars, in about two 
months labour. 

However, ai the fun baked thefe two 
very dry and lyird, I lifted them veiy 
gently up, and fet them down again in 
two great wicker bafkets, which I had 
made on purpofe for them, that they 
might not break; and as, between the 
pot and the bafket, there was a little 
room to fpare, I Huffed it full of the 
rice and barley draw; and thele two 
pots being to ftand always dry, I 
thought would hold my dry corn, and 
perhaps the meal when the corn was 
bruifed. 

Though I mifcarried fo much in my 
defign for large pots, yet I made fede­
ral 1 mailer things with better fuccefs; 
fuch as little round pots, flat dilhes, 
pitchers, and pipkins, and any thing 
my hand turned to; and the heat of 
the fun baked them itrangely hard. 

But all this would not anfwer my 
end ; which was, to get an earthen pot 
to hold what was liquid, and bear the 
fire, which none of thefe could do. 
It happened after fome time, making a 
pretty large fire for cooking my meat, 
when I went to put it out, aitei I had 
done with it, I found a broken piece of 
one of my earthen-ware veffeis in the 
fire, burnt as hard as a (tone, and red 
as a tile. I was agreeably furprized to 
fee it, and faid to myfelf, that certainly 
they might be made to burn whole, if 
thev would burn broken. 

This fet me to ftudy how to order 
my fire, fo as to make it burn me fome 
pots. I had no notion of a kiln, fuch 
as the potters burn in, or of glazing 

• them with lead, though I had fome 
lead to do it with : but I placed three 
large pipkins, and two or three pots, 
in a pile, one upon another, and placed 
my fire-wood all round it, witn a great 
heap of embers under them : I plied 
the fire with frefh fuel round the out-
fide, and upon the top, till I faw the 
pots in the infide red hot quite through, 
and obferved that they did not crack 
at all : when I faw them clear red, I 
let them ftand in that heat about five 
or fix hours, till I found one of them, 
though it did not crack, did melt or 
run; for the land which was mixed 
with the clay, melted by the violence 
of the heat/and would have run into 
glafs* if I had gone on ; fo I flacked 
my fire gradually, till the pots began 
to abate of the red coiour; and watch­

ing 
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mg them ali night, that I might not 
let the fire abate too fall, in the morn­
ing I had three very good, I will not 
lay handlome pipkins, and two other 
earthen pots, as hard burnt as could 
be defired; and one of them perfectly 
glazed with the running of the land. 

After this experiment, I need not 
fay that I wanted no fort of earthen­
ware for my ufe ; but I mull needs 
fay, as to the lhapes of them, they 
were very indifferent, as any one may 
fuppofe, when I had no way of mak­
ing them, but as the children make 
dirt-pies, or as a woman would make 
pies that never learned to raiCt pafte. 

No joy at a thing of fo mean a na­
ture was ever equal to mine,, when I 
found I had made an earthen pot that 
would bear the fire ; and I had hardly 
patience to ftay till they were cold, be-
Fore I fet one upon the fire again, with 
fome water in it, to boil me fome meat, 
which I did admirably well j and with 
a piece of a kid I made fome very 
good broth, though I wanted oatmeal, 
and feveral other ingredients requifite 
to make it fo good as I would have 
had it. 

My next concern was, to get me a 
Hone mortar to damp or beat fome 
corn in ; for as to the mill, there was 
110 thought of arriving to that per-
fe&ion of art with one pair of hands. 
To lupply this want, 1 was at a great 
lofs ; for, of all trades in the world, I 
was asperfe£lly unqualified for a llone-
cutter, as for any whatfoever ; neither 
had I any tcohs to go about it with. 
I fpent many a day to find out a great 
ftoire big enough to cut hollow, and 
make fit for a mortar, and could find 
none at all, except what was in the 
folid rock, and which I had no way 
to dig or cut out j nor indeed'were 
the rocks in the illand of hardnels fuf-
ficient, but were all of a fandy crum­
bling Hone, which would neither bear 
the weight of an heavy peffle, nor 
would break the corn without filling 
it with fand ; fo, after a great deal of 
time loff in fearching for a ftone, I 
gave it ever, and refoived to look out 
a great block of hard wood, which I 
found indeed much eafier; and get­
ting one as big as I had ilrength to 
ftii , I rounded it, and formed it on 
the outfide with my ax and hatchet; 
and then, with the help of fire, and 

infinite labour, made an hollow place 
in it, as the Indians in Brazil make 
their canoes. After this, I made a 
great heavy peftle or beater, of the 
wood called the iron-wood, and this 
I prepared and laid by again ft I had 
my next crop of corn, when I pro-
poled to myfelf to grind, or rather 
ound, my corn or meal to make my 
read. 
My next difficulty was to make a 

fieve or fierce, to drefs my meal, and 
part it from the bran and the hulk? 
without which I did not fee it poflible 
I could have any bread. This was a 
moft difficult thing, fo much as but to 
think on ; for to be fure I had nothing 
like the necefiary things to make it 
with ; I mean, fine thin canvas, or ftuff 
to fierce the meal through. And here 
I was at a full ftop for many months j 
nor did I really know what to do ; linen 
I had none left, but what were mere 
rags ; I had goats hair, but neither 
knew I how to weave or fpin it; and 
had I known how, here were no tools 
to work it with ; all the remedy that 
I found for this was, that at laft % 
did remember I had, among the fea-
men's cloaths which were faved out of 
the fliip, fome neckcloths of callico ojf 
muflin j and with fome pieces of thefe 
I made three fmall fieves, but proper 
enough for the work; and thus I made 
fhift for fome years 3 how I did after-, 
wards, I (hall /hew in it's place. 

The baking part was the next thing 
to be ^onfidered, and how I fhould 
make bread when I came to have corn ^ 
for, firft, I had no yeaft : as to that 
part, as there was no fupplying the 
want, fo I did not concern myfelf 
much about it. But, for an oven, I 
was indeed in great pain. At length 
I found out an experiment for that 
alfo, which was this; I made fome 
earthen ve/Tels very broad, but not 
deep; that is to fay, about two feet 
diameter, and not above nine inches 
deep; thefe I burnt in the fire, as I 
had done the other, and laid them by; 
and when I wanted to bake, I made a 
great fire'upon the hearth, which I had 
paved with fome fquare tiles of my 
own making and burning alfo : but I 
/hould not call them fquare. 

When the fire-wood was burnt pret­
ty much.into embers or live coals, I 
drew thetn forward upon this hearth, 

fo 
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fo as to cover it aii over; and theie I 
let'them lie, till the hearth was very 
hot ; then fweeping away all the em­
bers, I fet down my loaf or loaves ; 
and whelming down the earthen pot 
upon them, drew the embers all round 
the outfide of the pot, to keep m and 
add to the heat; and thus, as wellas 
in the beft oven in the world, I baked 
my barley-loaves, and became in a 
little time a mere paftry-cook into the 
bargain; for I made myfeit feveral 
cakes of the rice, and puddings ; in­
deed I made no pies, neither had 1-
any thing to put into them, fuppofiwg 
I had, except the flefh either of fowls 

It need not be wondered at, if all 
thefe things took me up molt part ot 
the third year of my abode here; lor 
it is to be obferved, that in the in­
tervals of thefe things, I had my new 
harveft and husbandry to manage : lor 
I reaped'my corn in it's feafon, and car­
ried it home as well as I could, and 
laid it up in- the ear, in my large baf-
kets, till I had time to rub it out; tor 
I had no floor to threfhiton, or mftru-
ment to threlh it with. 

And now, indeed, my ftock of corn 
increafing, I really wanted to build 
my barns bigger: I wanted a place 
to lay it up in ; for the increale ot the 
corn now yielded me fo much, that I 
had of the barley about twenty bulhels, 
and of the rice as much, or more ; 
infomuch, that I now rdolved to be­
gin to ufe it freely, for my bread had 
been quite gone a great while ; alfo I 
refoived to fee what quantity would 
be fufficient for me a whole year, and 
to low but once a year. 

Upon the whole, I found that the 
forty bulhels of barley and rice were 
much more than I could confume in a 
year; fo I refoived to low juft the fame 
quantity every year that I lowed the 
laft, in hopes that fuch a quantity 
would fully provide me with bread, &c. 

All the while thefe things were do­
ing, you may be. fure my thoughts 
ran many times upon the profpect of 
land, which I had feen from the other 
fide of the illand ; and I was not with* 
©ut fecret willies, that i was oiWhore 
there, fancying that feeing the main 
land, and an inhabited country, I 
might find fome way or other to con­
vey myfelf farther, and perhaps, at 
laft, find fome means of eicape. 

But all this while I rhade no allow­
ance for the dangers of fuch a con­
dition, and how I might fall into the 
hands of lavages, anciperhaps fuch ao 
I mio-ht have raafon to think far worie 
than the lions and tygers ot Africa; 
that if I once came into their power, 
I fhould run a hazard, more than a 
thoufand to one, of being killed, and 
perhaps of being eaten ; for I had 
heard that the people of the Caribean 
coafts were canibals, or men-eaters? 
and I knew,by the latitude, that I could 
not be far off from that fhore: that* 
fuppofe they were not canibals, yet 
they might kill me, as many Euro­
peans who had fallen into their hands 
had been ferved, even when they hadf 
been ten or twenty together; much 
more I, that was but-one, and could 
make little or no defence. All theie 
things, I fay, which I ought to have 
coniidered well of, and I did caft up 
in my thoughts afterwards, yet took 
up none of my apprehenfions at firft ; 
and my head ran mightily upon the 
thoughts of getting over to that Ihorc* 

Now I wilhed for my boy Xury, 
and the long-boat with the fltoulder-
of-mutton fail, with which 1 failed 
above a thoufand miles on the coaftof 
Africa ; but this was in vain. Then 
I thought I would go on and look on 
our Slip's boat, which, as I have faid, 
was blown up upon the fhore a great 
way in the ftorm, when wa were firft 
caft away. She lay a 1 moft where Hie 
did at firft,but not quite; and was turn* 
ed, by the force of the waves and the 
winds, almoft bottom upwards, again ft 
the high ridge of beachy, rough fand, 
but no water about her as before. 

If X had had hands to have refitted 
her, and have launched her into the 
water, the/boat would have done well 
enough, and I might have gone back 
into the Brazils with her eafy enough; 
but I rftight have eafiiy forefeen, that 
I could no m re turn her, and fet lur 
upright upon her bottom, than I could 
remove the illand. However, I went 
to the wood, and cut levers and rol­
lers, and brought them to tae boat, 
refoived to try what I could do; fug-
gelling to myfelf, that if I could but 
turn her down, I might eauiy repair 
the damage Ihe had received, and (he 
would be a very good boat, and i 
might go to fell in her very eahly. 

I loured no pains, indeed,, in this 
piece 
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piece of friiitlefs toil, and fpent, I forty-five fathom of land, whfirtf if 
think, three or tour weeks about it; lay, to let it afloat in the water, 
at laft, finding it impoflible to heave it I went to work upon this boat the 
up with my little ltrength, I fell to molt like a fool that ever man did; 
digging away the fand to undermine who had any of his fenfes awake. I 
it; and io to make it fall down, fet- pleafed myfelf with the defign, without: 
ting pieces of wood to thmft and guide determining whether I was ever able to 
it light in the fall. undertake it; not but that the difflcul-

But when I had done this, I was ty of launching my boat came often 
unable to Air it up^agaih, or to get into my head; but I put a flop to my 
under it* much lei's to move it for- own inquiries into it by this foolifh 
wards towards the water; fo I was anfwer, which I gave mylelf; 'Let me 
forced to give it over ; and yet, though ' firlt make it, I'll warrant I'll find 
I gave over the hopes of the boat* my * fome way or other to get it along, 
defire to venture over for the main in- 1 when it is done.' 
creafed, rather than decreafed, as the This was a moA prepoAerous me-
means for itfeemed impoflible. thod : but the eagernefs of my fancy 

This, at length, fet me upon think- prevailed, and to work I went, and felled 
ing, whether it was not poflible to a cedar tree : I queAion much whe-
make mylelf a canoe or periagua, luch ther Solomon ever had fuch an one 
as the natives of thofe climates make, for the building the temple at Jerufa-
even without tools, or, as I might fay, lem ; it was five feet ten inches dia-
without hands, viz. of the trunk of a meter at the lower part next the Aump, 
great tree. This I not only thought and four feet eleven inches diameter 
poflible, but eal'y; and pleafed mylelf at the end of twenty-two feet, after 
extremely with my thoughts of mak- which it leflened for a while, and then 
ing it, and with my having much parted into branches : it was not with-
more convenience for it than any of out infinite labour that I felled this tree: 
the Negroes or Indians; but not at all I was twenty days hacking and hew-
confidering the particular inconveni- ing it at the bottom ; I was fourteen 
encies which I lay under more than more getting the branches and limbs* 
the Indians did, vi2. want of hands to and the vaft fpreading head of it cut 
move it into the water when it was oft'; which I hacked and hewed through 
made; a difficulty much harder for with my ax and hatchet, and inexpref-
me to furmount, than all the confe- Able labour: after this it coft me a 
quences of want of tools could be to month to fhape it, and dub it to a pro-
thetn : for what was it to me, that portion, and to fomething like the 
when I had chofen a vaft tree in the bottom of a boat* that it might fwim 
woods* I might with great trouble cut upright as it ought to do. It coft me 
it down, if after I might be able with near three months more to clear the 
my tools to hew and dub the outfide infide* and work it out, fo as to make 
into a proper fhape of a boat, and an exaft boat of it: this I did, indeed, 
burn" or cut out the infide to make it without fire, by mere mallet and chif-
hollow, fo as to make a boat of it; if, fel, and by the dint of hard labour* 
after all this, I muft leave it juft where till I had brought it to be a very hand-
I found it, and was not able to launch fome periagua, and big enough to have 
it into the water ? carried fix and twenty men, and con-

One would have thought, I could fequently big enough to have carried 
not have had the leaft reflexion upon me and all my cargo, 
my mind of my circumftance, while When I had gone through this work, 
I was making this boat, but I ftiould I was extremely delighted with it: the 
have immediately thought howl ftiould boat was really much bigger than I 
get it into the lea ; but my thoughts ever favv a canoe or periagua, that was 
were fo intent upon my voyage over made of one tree, in my life; many a 
the fea in it, that I never once conli- weary ftroke it had coft, you may be 
tiered how I fiiouid get it oflf of the fure, for there remained nothing but 
land; and it was really in it's own to get it into the water, and had I 
nature more eafy for me to guide it gotten it into the water, I make n<j 
over forty-five miles of fea, than about queAion but I ftiould have begun the 

madded 
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ftiaddeft voyage, and the moft unlikely and well might I fay, as Father Abra-, 
W be performed, that ever was under- ham to Dives, ' Between me and thee 

, ^ ' there is a great gulph fixed. 
Bui all my devicfes to get it into the In the firlt place, I was removed 

water failed me, though they coft in- from all the w.ekednefs,^ the worid 
* •*. uum.r it liv about one here: I had neither the * Luit ot the 
Hundred yards from the water, and ' Heffi, the lull of the eye, or the pride 
not more ; but the firlt Inconvenience '.of life: I had nothing to covet, for 
was, it was up hill towards the creek. I had all I was now capable of en)oy-
Well, to take away this difcourage- tags I was lord of the whole manor, 
ment, I refolved to dig into,the lurface or, if I pleafed, I might call my I . 
of the earth, and fo make a declivity ; king or emperor over the whole coun 
this I be°-an, and it coft me a prodi- try which I had poffelfion ot , there: 
gious deal of pains: but who grudge were no rivals. I had no compel!to.,-
pains, that have their deliverance in none to dilpnte fovere.gnty or corn-
view? But when this was worked mand with me. I might have railed, 
through, and this difficulty managed, Ihip-loaiings ot corn, but ha t no 
U was ftill much at one; for I could ufe for ,t; fo I let as little grow as I 
,10 more ttir the canoe, than I could thought enough for my occahon: I 
the other boat 1,ad tol tolles or turtles enough > bu£ 

Then I meafured the diftance of now and then one, was as much as I 
ground, and refolved to cut a dock, or could put to any .»le- I had t " bei 

canal., to bring the water up to the enough to have built a fleet ©t flups, I 
canoe, feeing 1 could not bring the had grapes enough to have made wine, 
canoe down to the water. Well, I or to have cured into railins, to have 
began this work, and when I began to loaded that fleet when they had been 
enter into it, and calculated how deep built. 
it was to be dug, how broad, how the But all I could make ufe of, was 
fluff to be thrown out, I found, that by all that was valuable. I had enougn 
the number of hands I had, being none to eat, and to Aipply my wants, and 
but my own, it muft have been ten or what was all the left to me . 
twelve years before I ffiould have gone killed more flelh than I could eat, the 
through with it; for thefhorelay high, dog muft. eat it, or the vermin;; it 1 
fo that, at the upper end, it muft have lowed more corn than I could ear, .t 
been atTeaft twenty feet deep; fo, at muft be fpoded: the trees that I cut 
length, though with great reluftancy, down were lying to rot on the giound, 
I give this attempt over alio. I could make no more ule of them than 

This grieved me heartily; and now for fuel; and that I had no occanon 
I faw, though too late, the folly of be- tor, but to drefs my rood, 
ginning a work before we-count the In a word, the nature and expen-
cort, .and before we judge rightly of enceof thtngs d.ftated to me t,po;t juft 
our own ftrength to go through with it. reflection, that all the good, mugs o 

In the middle of This work I finilhed this world are no farther good to us. 
my fourth year in this place, and kept than they are for our ufe; an* that 
my anniverfary with the lame devotion, whatever we may heap up, 1 nd.eyd, to 
and with as much comfort as ever be- give others we en,oy as mucn as we 
fore ; for by a conftant lludy, and feri- can ufe, and no more The,molt co-
•us application of) the word of God, vetous griping m.fer m. the world would 
and by the affiftance of his grace, I have been cured of the vice ot covet-
gained a different knowledge from what oulhefs, if he had been in my cale, tor 
I had before; I entertained different I poffeffed infinitely more than I.knew 
notions of things; I looked now upon what to do with; I had ;no toom tor 
the world as. a thing remote, which I defire, except it was of things 
had nothing to do with,, no expefta- had not, and they were but tulles, 
tion from, and indeed nodefires about, though indeed ot great uie to me. I. 
In a word, I had nothing indeed to do had, as I hinted before, ,a parcel of 
with it, nor was ever like to have;- l'o money, as well gold as .nver, aboyi 
I thought it looked, as we perhaps may thirty-fix pounds fterlutg •• alas . there 
look upon it hereafter, viz. as a place, thenafty, lorry, uleleis lturt lay ;. I had 
1 had fived in, but was. corns outfit} 00 manner ot bufioets 10. it; and! 
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often thought witli myfelf, that I 
would have given a handful of it for a 
grofs of tobacco-pipes, or for a hand-
mill to grind my corn ; nay, I would 
have given it all for fixpenny-worth of 
turnep and carrot feed out of Eng­
land, or for a handful of peas and 
beans and a bottle of ink. As it was, 
I had not the lead advantage by it, or 
benefit from it; but there it lay in a 
drawer, and grew mouldy with the 
damp of the cave, in the wet feafon ; 
and if I had had the drawer full of 
diamonds, it had been the fame cafe; 
and they had been of no manner of va­
lue to me, becaufe of 110 ufe. 

I had now brought my (late of life 
to be much cafier in itfelf than it was 
at firft, and much eafier to my mind 
as well as to my body. I frequently 
fat down to my meat with thankful-
nefs, and admired the hand of God's 
providence, which had thus fpread my 
table in the wildernefs: X learned to 
look more upon the bright fide of my 
condition, and lefs upon the dark fide; 
and to confider what I enjoyed, rather 
than what I wanted ; and tfiis gave me 
fometimes fuch fecret comforts, that I 
cannot exprefs them; and which I take 
notice of here, to put thole difcontent-
ed people in mind of it, who cannot 
enjoy comfortably what God hath given 
them, bocaule they lee and covet fiome-
thing that he has not given them. 
All our difcontents about what we 
want, appear to me to Ipring from 
the want of thankfulnels for what we 
have. 

Another refleXion was of great ufe 
to me, and doubtlefs would be fo to 
any one that Ihould tall into fuch 
diftrefs as mine was; and this was, to 
compare my prefent condition with 
what I at firlt expeXed it Ihould be ; 
nay, with what it would certainly have 
been, if the good Providence of God 
had not wonderfully ordered the Ihip to 
be call up nearer to the Ihore, where I 
ilot only could come at her, but could 
bring what I got out of her to the Ihore 
for my relief and comfortj without 
which I had wanted tools to work, 
weapons for defence, or gunpowder 
and Ihot for getting ray food. 

I fpent whole hours, I may fay, 
whole days, in reprefenting to myfelf 
in the molt lively colours, how I mult 
have aXed, if I had got nothing out 
of the Ihip; how I could not have fo 

much as got any food, except fi/h and 
turtles; and that, as it was long be­
fore I found any of them, I mull have 
perifhed firll: that I Ihould have lived, 
if I had not perilhed, like a mere fa-
vage; that if I had killed a goat or a 
fowl by any contrivance, I had no way 
to flea or open them, or part the flelh 
from the Ikin and the bowels, or to 
cut it up ; but mull gnaw it with my 
teeth, and pull it with my claws, like 
a bead. 

Thefe reflexions made me very fen-
fible of the goodnefs of Providence to 
me, and very thankful for my prefent 
condition, with all it's hardlhips and 
misfortunes; and this part alio I can­
not but recommend to the refleXion of 
thole who are apt in their mifery to 
fay, ' Is anyaffliXion like mine?' Let 
them confider, how much worfe the 
cafes of fome people are, and what 
their cafe might have been, if Provi­
dence had thought fit. 

I had another refleXion which alfifted 
me alfo to comfort my mind with 
hopes; and this was, comparing my 
prefent condition with what I had de-
ierved, and had therefore reafon toex-
peX from the hand pf Providence; I 
had lived a dreadful life, perfeXiy 
dellitute of the knowledge and fear of 
God ; I had been well inllruXed by 
father and mother; neither had they 
been wanting to me in their early en­
deavours to infufe a religious awe of 
God into my mind, a fenfe of my 
duty, and of what the nature and end 
of my being required of me.: but, alas ! 
falling early into the Tea-faring life, 
which of all the lives is the moil delli­
tute of the fear of God, though his 
terrors are always before them ; I fay, 
falling early into the iea-faring life, and 
into fea-faring company, all that little 
fenfe of religion which 1 had enter­
tained, was laughed outx>f me by my 
meirmates; by an hardened defpifing 
of dangers, and the views of death, 
which grew habitual to me; by mf 
long abfence from all manner of op­
portunities to conveiie with any thing 
but what was like myfelf, or to hear 
any thing of what was good, or tended 
towards it. 

So void was I of every thing that 
was good, or of the lead fenfe of what 
I was, or was to be, that in the greatell 
deliverance I enjoyed, fuch as my 
cfwpe from Sails?, my being taken up 
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by the Portuguese matter of the(h'P> 
my being planted fo well in Braz 1, my 
receiving the cargo from England, and 
the like, I neve? once had the word 
« Thank God,'fomuchas on my mind, 
or in my mouth, nor in the greateft 
diftrefs, had I fo much thought as to 
pray to him, nor lb much as to lay, 
« Lord, have mercy upon me. wo, 
not to mention the name ot God, un-
lefs it was to fwear by and blat-
phemc it. _ 
r I had terrible refleaions upon my 
mind for many months, as I have a -
ready obferved, on the account ot my 
wicked and hardened life paft, 
when I looked about me, and con-
fidered what particular providences 
had attended me, f.nce my coming into 
this place, and how G°d had dealt 
bountifully with me; had not only 
punilhed me lefs than my 
ferved, but had fo plentilully provided 
for me, this gave me great b°Pes> 
that my repentance was accepted, and 
that God had yet mercies in ftore for 

m With thefe refleaions I worked my 
mind up, not only to resignation to the 

•11 in tha nrefent dilpofition 

to make it a life of comfort, but to be 
able to make my lenle ot God s go iO -
nefs to me, and care over me in this 
condition, be my daily confo'at'onJ-
and after I made a juft improvement ot 
thefe things, I went away, and was no 
more fad. . t 

I had now been here l°nS' 
many things which I brought <>n ftoie 
for mv help were either quite gone, 
or very much wafted, and near pen 

My ink, as X obferved had been 
gone for fome time, all but a veiy 
little, which I eeked out with water 
little and a little, till it was fo pale it 
fcarce left any appearance ot blacK. 
upon the paper. As long as it lulled, 
I made ufe of it to minute down the 
days of the month on which any ie-
markable thing happened to me , and 
firll,by catting up times pall, 1 remem­
ber, that there was a ftrange concur­
rence of days, in the various provi­
dences which betel me, and which, it 
I had been fuperttmoufly inclined to 
obferve days as fatal or forfunate l 
might have had reaion to have looked 
upon with a great deal ot curiofity. 

Firft, I had obferved, that the lame 
« i v —. r.«/vvri mU f ilPf mind up. not only to resignation to the "> ^ from my father 

will of God in the prefent d.fpofmon day tat I Mo y a to Hull, 
c but even to a ana my menus, will ot ooa in u.c —r-

of my circumftances, but even to 
•fincere thankfulnefs of my condition ; 
and that I, who was yet a living man 
ought not to complain, feeing 
not the due punilhment ot my fins, 
that I enjoyed fo many mercies, which 
I had no reafon to have expefted in 
that place, that I ought never more to 
repine at my condition, but toTcjoice, 
and to give daily thanks, for that 
daily bread, which nothing but a 
cloud of wonders could have brought. 
that I ought to confider I had been 
fed even by a miracle, even as great 
as that of feeding Elijah by ravens; 
nay, by a long leries of miracles, and 
that I could hardly have named a place 
in the uninhabited part of the world, 
where I could have been call more to 
my advantage: a place where, I had 
no i'ociety, which was my affliction on 
one hand, fo X found no ravenous 
beads, no furious wolves or tygers, 
to threaten my life, nO venomous 
creatures or poil'onous, which I might 
have fed on to my hurt; no favages 
to murder and devour me. 

In a word, as my life was a life of 
forrow one way, fo it was a life of 

.u— o«rl T wanted not nine; 

day tnat 1 oroKc dwaj —j 
and my friends, and ran away to Hull, 
in order to go to fea, the 
afterwards I was taken by the Salke 
man of war, and made a Have. 

The lame day of the year that I 
efcaped out of the wreck or that flv.p 
in Yarmouth Roads, that fame day ot 
the year afterwards I made my efcape 
from Sallee in the boat. 

The fame day of the year I was 
born on, viz. the 20th of September, 
the fame day I had my life lo miracu-
Joufly faved twenty-fix.years after, when 
I was caft on fhore in this_ llland; lo 
that my wicked life, and loktary life, 
•both began.on a day. . 

The next thing to my ink s being 
wafted, was that of my bread 5 I mean, 
the bile nit which I brought out ot the 
ftiip. This I had lvulbanded to the 
laft degree, allowing,nnyfeif .but one 
cake of bread a day for iibbve a yehr; 
•and'yet I was qoite without bread for 
a year, before 1 got any corn of my 
own; and great reaton I had to be 
thankful that I had any at all, the 
getting it being, as has been already 
obferved, next'to miraculous. 

My cloaths too began to decay 
. 1 • 1 I had none a 
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good while, except fome chequered 
Ihirts which I found in thechefts of the 
other feamen, and which I carefully 
pi e Served, becaule many times I could 
bear no other cloaths on but a /hirt; 

• and it was a very great help to me, 
that I had, among all the men's cloaths 
or the /hip, almo/t three dozen of /hirts. 
There were alfo feveral thick watch-

< coats of the feamen, which were left 
behind, but they were too hot to wear; 
and though it is true that the wea­
ther was fo violent hot that there was 
no need of cloaths, yet I could not go 
quite naked j no, though I had been 
inclined to it, which I was. not ; nor 
could I abide the thoughts of it, 
though I was all alone. 

One reafon why I could not go quite 
naked, was, I could not bear the heat 
of the lun fo well when quite naked, 
as with fome cloaths on j nay, the very 
heat frequently Wittered my /kin j 
whereas, with, a (Wirt on, theairitielf 
m k i e  f o m e  m o t i o n ,  a n d  w h i t t l i n g  U B -
dtfr the thirty was twofold cooler than 
without it: no more could I ever bring 
nvy/elf to go out in the heat of the fun 

-without a cap or. an hat; tlurheat of 
rh& tint heatingwith fuch v;o]ence,as 
it doetfin rha&plnce, \yculd givemfefhe 
herd-ach preientiy, hy darrtng lb di-

~p*Mly dh my head, without a captor 
hat on,v/ ]o that I .could not bear 
i'j whereas. if X put on my .hat, it 
whuid f reionby. go./dtwiy.j . I u ;; 

Upon, the/el views I began to confi-
-c^ei ^abpcit putting the few. rags I had, 
which I called cloaths, into fome or-

^der - I had worn out all the waifteoats 
,1 and my buhiiels was now to 
-try it I could not makei jackets out of 
j the g'^eatwatcji^coats whichvl.had by 
<m vand-with iuch otbei* materials ds 
cf Ifib"d ; to I let rto woi k a tayloring, cJr 
rather, indeed, a botching; for J madle 

2*Kdir piteous work .of it. However, 
J -macfei ihift rp make two qr three 
-uiai/fertue, which I hhpedwauJd ferve 

Q 7 great while j as for breeches, or 
^htavrfetd, I made hut veryTorry /hi/t 
indeed, 3/11 afterwards. . r 

Ibhawf ^ men ironed, that Iifaved the 
fkmS of j the creatures tiiat I,killed, 
-I mean, four-footed ones 5 and J, had 
hung rhem upftretched out wfilhdticks 
\n the iim, by which means fome of 
them were fo dry and hard, that they 
were fit-for little; butothers,.it feems, 
were very u&fnl. The firft thing I 

made of thefe was a great cap for rriy 
head, with the hair on the outfide to 
ihoot off the rain ; and this I perform­
ed io well, that after this X made a fuit 
of cloaths wholly of thflfe /kins ; that 
is to fay, a waiftcoat and breeches 
open at the knees, and both looiej for 
they were rather wanting to keep me 
cool than to keep me warm. I muff 
not omit to acknowledge, that they 
were wretchedly made ; for, if I was 
a bad carpenter, I was a worfe taylor: 
however, ihey were fuch as I made a 
very good /hift with; and when-1 was 
abroad, if it happened to rain, the 
hair ;of the waiftcoat and cap being 
outmofc, I was kept verydry. 

After this I /'pent a deal of time 
and pains to make .me an umbrel­
la: I was, indeed, in great want of 
one, and had q great mind, to make 
one; I had feen them made in the 
Brazils, where they are very ttfeful in 
the great heats which are there j and I 
felt the heats every jot as. great here, 

.and greater .too,, being nearer the equi­
nox ; befides, as I was obliged to be 
much'abroad, it was-a mo ft ufeful 

•thingnib me, as well for. the rains 
as the heats. I took a world of pains 
at it, and was a great while before I 

•could make any thing likely to hold; 
nay, after I thought I. had hit the way, 
I fpolled two or three before I made 
one to my.mind 3, but, at (aft, I made 
one that aufwered indifferently well 3 
the main difficulty I found was to inpke 
it to let down. .1 could make it to 
ipread ; but if it did not let down too, 
and uraw.m, it would .'pot. be portable 
ifoi:mje apy. .way, but juft oyer Wy head, 
:whiq.hjwould riot do : hqyvever, at iaft, 
as I find, J made one to apfvyer3 I 
co\ ei ed it wjth.dkms, the hair up-
wa^d-Sj fo] that caft off the rain like 
anfwdteolfe and kept qff, tl,e,fu.> Co 
eneUudlly, that I could; walk out in 
the. hotteft qf, the weather,; with great­
er advantage than I could ,bffpre in 
the cooleftt and when I had no need 
of it, I could clofe it, and cayyy jt un­
der my arm 

Thus X lived mighty comfortably, 
my mmd being entirely CQmpofed by 
religmng to the will of God, and 
throwing myfelf wfipljy upon the dif-
pofal of his • providence: this made 
my life better fqciable ; for, when 
X beg^n to. regret the. want of conver­
sion, I would afk my/elf, whethe.~ 

*thu$ 
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Thus' con'verfing~mutu ally with my own 
thoughts, and, as I hope, I may fay, 
with even my Maker, by ejaculations 
and petitions, was riot better than the 
utmoft enjoyment of human fociety in 
the world. 

I cannot fay, that after this, for five 
years, any extraordinary thing hap­
pened to me; but I lived on in the 

-fame courfe, in the. fame pofture and 
place, juft as before': the chief thing 
I was.employed in, befides my yearly 
labour of planting ray bai ley and rice, 
and curing my raifinSy of both which 
I always kept up! juft enough to have 
fufficient (tock of the year's proviftons 
beforehand ; I fay, betides this yearly 
labour, .and my daily labour of going 

.out with my gun, I had one labour to 
mafofr me a canoe, which at laft I fi-
niftred:;. fo that by digging a canal to 

fit-fix feet wide and four feet deep, 
I brought:it into the creek, almoft half 
a mile. As for the firftj that was fo 
valtly big, as I madedt without con-
fidering'beforeihand, as. Tough t to do, 
how I ftiould be able to launch it 5 fo, 
nerer being able to bring it to the wa­
ter, or bring the water toi it, I was 
obliged to let it lie wherein was, as a 
memorandum to teach me to be wifer 
next time. Indeed; the next time, 
though I could not get a tree proper 
for it;'and was in a place where I 
could not get the Wfter to it, at any 
lefs diftance than, as XhaveTaid, of 
near half a mile ; yet,[as I law it was 

;pra&icable at laft, I never gave it over; 
•aiid though I was near two years a-
bout it,i yet I never grudged my la-

Tour, in hopes of having a boat to go 
.off to fea at iaft. 

However, though my little periagua 
was finiflved, yet the iize.of ;it; was not 
at all anfwerabie to the defign which 
I had in view when I made the firft; 
I mean, of venturing ovier to the terra 

fir ma, where it was above forty miles 
broad.; accord ingly, the' lfnal inefs j of 
my .boat aififted to.put an end to that 
.defign, and now 1 thought .no more 
pf it: but, as Ihad a boat, my next 
defign was to make a tour round the 
ifland; for, as I had been on the other 
fide, in one place, crofting, as I have 
already deferibed it, ove^ the land, fo 
the ditcoveries I made i;n that journey, 
inade me-yery eager to fee the other pans 

codft: and I fiad a boat, 

I thought of nothing "but" failing round 
-the iiland. 
i For this purpofe, and that I might 
-do every thing with difcretion and 
confideration, 1 fitted up a little malt 
to my boat, and made a fail to it out 
of fome of the pieces of the/hip's fails, 
which lay in /tore, and of which I had 
a great /tore by me. 

Having fitted my maftand fail, and 
tried the boat, I found /he would fail 
very well: then I made little lockers 
and boxes at either end of my boat, to 
put. provifions, neceffaries, and am­
munition, See. into, to be kept dry, 
either from rain, or the fpray of the 
fea ; and a little, Jong, hollow place, I 
cut in the infide of the boat, where I 
could lay my gun, making a flap to 

.hang down over it to keep it dry. 
I fixed my umbrella alfo in a ftep 

at the ftern, like a mall, to ftand over 
my head, and keep the heat of the fun 
off of me like an awning 3 and thus I 
every now and then took a little voy­
age upon- the fea, but never went far 
out, nor far from the little creek ; but 
at laft being eager to view the circum­
ference of my little kingdom, I refolv-
ed upon my tour, and accordingly I 
victualled my fhip for the voyage $ 
putting, in two dozen of my loaves 
(cakes I ftiould rather call them) of 
barley Tread 3 an earthen pot full of 
parched rice, (a food I eat a great deal 
of;)a little bottle of rum 3 half a goat, 
and powder with /hot for killing more; 
and. two large watch-coats, of thofe 
which., as I mentioned before, I liad 
faved out of the teamen's chefts; thefe 
I took, one to lie upon, and the other 
to cover me in the night. 

It was thefixthof November, in the 
fixth year-of my reign, or my captivity, 
which you plea/e, that I fetouton this 
voyage; and I found it much longer 
than I expe&ed 3 for though the i/land 
it/elf was not very large, yet, when I 
came to the eaft fide of it, I found a 
great ledge of rocks lie out about two 
leagues into the fea, fome above waten, 
fome undier it; and beyond this a fiioai 
of land, lying dry half a league more; 
fg that I was obliged to go a great way 
out to fea to double that point. 

When I firft discovered them, I was 
going to give over my enterprize, and 
come back again, not knowing how 
far it might oblige me tp go out to fea; 

and, 
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and, above all, doubting how I Ihould 
get back again ; fo I came to an an­
chor, For I had made me a kind of an 
anchor with a piece of broken grap­
pling which I got outof the fliip. 

Having fecured my boat, I took my 
gun, and went on ftiore, climbing up­
on an hill, which feemed to overlook 
that point, where I fawthe full extent 
of it, and refolved to venture. 

In my viewing the fea from that hill 
where I flood, 1 perceived a ftrong, 
and indeed a moft furious current, 
which ran to the eaft, even came clofe 
to the point; and I took the more 
notice of it, becaufe I favv there might 

fome danger, that when I came in­
to it, I might be carried out to fea by 
cthe ftrengthof it, and not be able to 
make the ifland again : and, indeed, 
had I not gotten fir It upon this hill, 
I believe it would have been lb; for 

. there was the fame current on the 
other fide of the ifland, only that it fet 
off at a farther diftance; and I faw 
there was a ftrong eddy under the 
ihore; fo I had nothing to do but to 
get out of the firft current, and I 
ihould prefently be in an eddy. 

I lay here, however, two days ; be-
caule the wind blowing pretty frelh 
(E. at S. E. and that being juft con­
trary to the faid current) made a great 
breach of the fea upon the point; fo 
that it was not fafe for me to keep too 
clofe to the ihore for the breach, nor 
to go too far off becaufe of the ftream. 

The third day, in the morning, the 
wind having abated over night, the 
tea was calm, and I ventured ; but I 
am a warning-piece again to all rafh 
and ignorant pilots ; for no fooner was 
I come to the point, when even I Was 
not my boat's length from the Ihore, 
but I found myfelf in a great depth of 
water, and a current like a flujce of 
a mill : it carried my boat along with 
it with fuch violence, that all I could 
do could not keep her fo much as on 
the edge of it; but I found it hurried 
me farther and farther out from the 
eddy, which was on the left-hand. 
There was no wind ftirring to help 
jne, and all that I could do with my 
paddle .Signified nothing: and now J 
began to give myfelf over for loft; 
for, as the current was on both ftdes 
the ifland, I knew in a few leagues 
diftance they, muft join again^and then 
I was irrecoverably gone; nor did i 
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fee any poflibility of avoiding it; "fo 
that I had no prolpeft before me but 
of perifliing; not by the fea, for that 
was calm enough, but of ftarving for 
hunger. I had indeed found a tor-
toife on the /hore, as big almoft as I 
could lift, and had toffed it into the 
boat ; and I had a great jar of frefh 
water, that is to fay, one of my earth­
en pots ; but what was all this to be­
ing driven into the vaft ocean, where, 
to be fure, there was no ihore, no 
main land or ifland, for a thoufand 
leagues at leaft ? 

And now I faw how eafy it was for 
the providence of God to make the 
moft miferable condition that mankind 
could be in, worfe. Now I looked 
back upon my defolate folitary ifland, 
as the moft pleafant place in the wbrld, 
and all the happinefs my heart could 
wifti for, was to be there again : I 
ftretched out my hands to it with 
eager wilhes; 40 happy defart!' faid 
I, 4 I (hall never lee thee more] O mr^ 
4 ferable creature !' faid I, 4 whither 
4 am I going!* Then I reproached 
myfelf with my unthankful temper, 
and how I had repined at my folitary 
condition ; and now what would I give 
to be on Ihore there again ! Thus we 
never fee the true ftate of our condi­
tion, till it is illuftrated to us by it's 
contraries ; nor know how to value 
what we enjoy, but by the want of 
it: it is fcarce poflible to imagine the 
confternation I was now in, being 
driven from my beloved ifland (forfo 
it appeared to me now to be) into the 
wide ocean, almoft two leagues, and 
in the utmoft defpair of ever recover-
ing it again : however, I worked hard, 
JtilT indeed my ftrength was almoft ex-
haufted; and kept my boat as much 
to the northward, that is, towards the 
fide of the current which the eddy lay 
on, as poflibly I could ; when, about 
naon, as the fun paffed the meridian, 
I thought I felt a little breeze of wind 
in my face, fpringing up from the 
S. S. E. This cheared my heart a 
little, and efpecially, when, in about 
half an hour more, it blew a pretty 
fmall gentle gale: by this time ] was 
gotten at a frightful diftance from the 
ifland; and, had the lealt cloud or 
hazy weather intervened, I had been 
\indone another way too; for I had 
no compafs on board, and Ihould ne­
ver have known how to have fteered 
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towards the ifland, if I had but once 
loft fight of it; but the weather con­
tinuing clear, I applied myfelf to get 
up my mall again, and fpread my fail, 
ftanding away to the north as much as 
poflible, to get out of the current. 

Juft as I had fet my maft and fail, 
and the boat began to ftretch away, I 
law, even by the clearnefs of the wa­
ter, fome alteration of the current was 
near; for where the current was fo 
ftrong, the water was foul; but per­
ceiving the water clear, I found the 
current abate; and prefently I found 
to the eaft, at about half a mile, a 
breach of the fea upon fome rocks; 
thefe rocks I found caufed the current 
to part again; and as the main ftrefs 
of it ran away more foutherly, leaving 
the rocks to the N.E. fo the other 
returned by the repulfe of the rock, 
and made a ftrong eddy, which ran 
back again to the N. W. with a very 
fliarp ftream. 

They who know what it is to have 
a reprieve brought to them upon the 
ladder, or to be refcued from thieves 
juft going to murder them, or who 
have been in fuch like extremities, 
may guefs what my prefent furprize 
of joy was, and how gladly I put my 
boat into the ftream of this eddy ; and 
the wind alfo frefhening, how gladly 
I fpread my fail to it, running chear-
fully before the wind, and with a 
flrong tide or eddy under foot. 

This eddy carried me about a league 
in my way back again, dire&ly towards 
the ifland, but about two leagues more 
towards the northward than the cur­
rent lay, which carried me away at 
firft ; fo that when I came near the 
ifland, I found myfelf open to the 
northern Ihore of it, that is to fay, 
the other end of the ifland, oppolite to 
that which I went out from. 

When I had made fomething more 
than a league of way by the help of 
this current or eddy, I found it was 
fpent, and faved me no farther. How­
ever, I found, that being between the 
two great currents, viz. that on the 
fouth-fide, which had hurried me a-
way, and that on the north, which lay 
about two leagues on the other ftde , 
I fay, between thefe two, in the weft 
of the ifland, I found the water at 
leaft ftill, and running no way; and 
having ftill a breeze of wind fair for 
•me, 1 kept on fleering dije&ly for the 
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ifland, though not making fuch frefti 
way as I did before. 

About four o'clock in the evening, 
being then within about a league of 
the ifland, I found the point of the 
rocks which occafioned this diftance 
ftretching out, as is defcribed before, 
tp the fouthward, and, calling off the 
current more foutherly, had, of courfe* 
made another eddy to the north, and 
this I found very ftrong, but dire&ly 
letting the way my courle lay, which 
was due weft, but almoft full north. 
However, having a frefti gale, I ftretch­
ed acrofs this eddy, flan ting north -
weft, and in about an hour came with­
in about a mile of the ftiore, where, it 
being frnooth water, I foon got to' 
land. 

When I was on Ihore, I fell on my 
knees, and gave God thanks for my 
deliverance, refolving to lay afide all 
thoughts of my deliverance by my boat; 
and refrelhing myfelf with fuch things 
as I had, I brought my boat clofe to 
the fliore, in a little cove that I had 
fpied under fome trees, and laid me 
down to fleep, being quite fpent with 
the labour and fatigue of the voyage. 

I was now at a great lofs which way 
to get home with my boat; I had run 
fo much hazard, and knew too much 
the cafe to think of attempting it by 
the way I went out; and what might 
be at the other lide (I mean, the weft 
fide) I knew not, nor had I any mind 
to run any more ventures ; lb, I only 
refolved in the morning to make my 
way weftward along the ftiore, and to 
fee if there was no creek where I might 
lay up my frigate in fafety, fo as to 
have her again if I wanted her. In 
about three miles, or thereabouts,coaft-
ing the ftiore, I came to a very good 
inlet or bhy, about a mile over, which" 
narrowed till it came to a very little 
rivulet or brook, where I found a 
convenient harbour for my boat, and 
where (he lay as if fhe had been in a 
little dock made on purpofe for her; 
here I put in, and having flowed my 
boat very fafe, I went on Ihore to look 
about me, and fee where I was. 

I foon found I had but a little pafled 
by the place where I had been before, 
when I travelled on foot to that ftiore; 
fo taking nothing out of my boat, but 
my gun and my umbrella, for it was 
exceeding hot, I began my march z 
the way was comfortable enough, after 
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fuch a voyage as I had been upon ; 
and I reached my old bower in the 
evening, where 1 found every thing 
/landing as I left it ; for 1 always 
kept it in good order, being, as I faid 
before, my country-hoofe* 

I got over the fence, and laid me 
down in the /hade to reft my limbs, 
for I was very weary, and fell afteep : 
but judge you, if you can, that read 
my ftory, what a lurprize I muft be 
in, when I was awaked out of my 
fteep by a voice calling me by my 
name feveral times, 6 Robin, Robin, 
4 Robin Crufoe ! poor Robin Crufoe ! 
* Where are you, Robin Crufoe ? 
4 where are you ? where have you 
4 been V 

I was fo dead afteep at firft, being 
fatigued with rowiftg, or paddling, as 
it is called, the ftr/t part of the day, 
and walking the latter part, that I did 
not awake thoroughly ; and dozing 
between fteeping and waking, thought 
I dreamed that lbmebody /poke to me: 
but as the voice continued to repeat 
4 Robin Crufoe! Robin Crufoe !' at 
laft I began to awake more parfe£liy? 
and was at firft dreadfully frighted, 
and ftarted up in the utmoft confter-
nation ; but no fooner were my eyes' 
open, but I faw my Pol fitting on the 
top of the hedge, and immediately 
knew that this was he that fpoke to 
me \ for juft in fuch bemoaning lan­
guage I bad ufed to talk to him, and 
teach him ; and he had learned it lo 
perfectly, that he would fit upon my 
finger, and lay his bill clofe to my 
lace, and cry, i Poor Robin Crufoe, 
* where are you ! where have you been! 
4 how came you here F and fuch things 
as I had taught him. 

However, eA*en though I knew it 
was the parrot, and that Indeed it 
could be nobody elfe, it was a good 
while before I could compofe myfelf. 
Firft, I was amazed how the creature 
got thither, and then how he ftiould 
juft keep about the place, and no 
where elfe : but as I was well fatis-
fied it could be nobody but honeft Pol, 
I  g o t  i t  o v e r  ;  a n d  h o l d i n g  o u t  m y  
hand, and calling him by his name, 
4 PoJ/ the fociablecreature came to me,' 
and fat upon my thumb, as he ufed to 
do, and continued talking to me,c Poor 
4 Robin Crulbe and how did I conle 
here j and, where 1 had beerv: juft as 
if he had been overjoyed to lee me a* 

gain. And fo I carried him home alon-ef 
with me. 

I had now had enough of rambling 
to fea for fome time, and had enough 

• to do for many days, to fit rtiil and 
refteft upon the danger I had been in ;; 
I would have been very glad to have 
had my boat again on my fide of the 
ifland, but I knew not how it was 
practicable to get it about : as to the 
eaft-fide of the ifland, which I had 
gone round, I knew well enough there 
was no venturing that way $ my very 
heart would /brink, and my very blood 
run chill, but to think of it $ and to 
the other fide of the fffarrd, I did not. 
know how it might be there 5 but fup-
poling the current ran with the fame 
force againft the ftiore at theeaft, as it 
palled by it 011 the other, I might run 
the fame rifque of being driven down-
the ftream, and carried by the ifland, 
as I had been before of being carried 
away from it; fo, with thefe thoughts, 
I contented myfelf to be without any 
boat, though it had been the product 
of fo many months labour to make it, 
and of fo many more to get it into the 
fea. 

In this government of my temper I 
remained near a year, lived a veryfe-
date retired life, as you may well fup-
pofe; and my thoughts, being very 
much coinpofed as to my condition, 
and fully comforted in refigning my­
felf to the difpofitions of Providence, 
I thought I lived really very happily 
in all things, except that of iociety. 

I improved myfelf, in this time, in 
all the mechanick exercifes which my 
neceftities put me upon applying myfelf 
to 5 and, I believe, could, upon occa-
hon, have made a very good carpen­
ter, efpecialiy confidering how few tools 
I had. 

Befides this, I arrived at an unex­
pected perfe&ion in my earthen-ware, 
and contrived well enough to make 
them with a wheel, which I found in­
finitely eafier and better; becaufe I 
made things round and /hapeable, 
which before were filthy, things indeed 
to look on. But I think I never was 
more vain of my own performance, or 
more joyful for any tbiqgl found out, 
than for my being able to make a 
tobacco-pipe.; and 1 though it was a 
very ugly ciurnl'y tiling when k was 
done, and only burnt red like other 
earthen-wate, yet, as it was^hard and 
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firm* and would draw the fmoak, I 
was exceedingly comforted with it; 
for I had been always ufed to fmoak, 
and there were pipes in the (hip; but 
I forgot them at firft, not knowing 
that there was tobacco in the ifland ; 
and afterwards, when I fearched the 
ftiip again, I could not come at any 
pipes at all. 

In my wicker-ware I alfo improved 
much, and made abundance of necef-
fary ba/kets, as well as my invention 
/hewed me, though not very handfome, 
yet convenient for my laying things 
up in, or fetching things home in. 
For example, if I killed a goat abroad, 
I could hang it up in a tree, flay it, and 
drefs it, and cut it in pieces, and bring 
it home in a ba/ket; and the like by a 
turtle, I could cut it up, take out the 
eggs, and a piece or two of the flefli, 
which was enough for me, and bring 
them home in a ba/ket, and leave the 
reft behind me t alfo large deep ba/kets 
were my receivers for my corn, which 
I always rubbed out as foon as it was 
dry, and cured 5 and kept it in great 
ba/kets inftead of a granary. 

I began now to perceive my powder 
abated confiderably: and this was a 
want which it was impoflible for me 
to fupply, and I began feriou/ly to 
confider what I muft do when I /hould 
have no more powder ; that is to fay, 
how I fhould do to kill any goats. I 
had, as I obferved in the third year of 
my being here, kept a young kid, and 
bred her up tame j I was in hopes of 
getting an he-kid, but I could not by 
any means bring it to pafs, till my kid 
grew an old goat; and I could never 
find in my heart to kill her, till /he 
died at laft of mere age. 

But being now in the eleventh year 
of my refidence; and, as I have faid, 
my ammunition growing low, I fet 
myfelf to ftudy fome art to trap and 
fnare the goats, to fee whether I could 
not catch fome of them alive; and par­
ticularly I wanted a /he-goat great 
with young. 

To this purpofe I made fnares to 
hamper them 5 and I believe they were 
more than once taken in them; but 
my tackle was not good, for I had no 
wire, and always found them broken, 
and my bait devoured. 

At length I refolved to try a pit-fall; 
fo I dug feveral large pits in the 
iarth, in places where I had obferved 
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the goats ufed to feed, and over thefe 
pits I placed hurdles of my own mak­
ing too, with a great weight upon 
them; and feveral times I put ears of 
bailey and dry rice, without fetting 
the trap; and I could eafily perceive, 
that the goats had gone in and eaten 
up the coi n, that I could lee the mark 
of their feet: at length, I fet three 
traps in one night, and going the next 
morning, I found them all /landing, 
and yet the bait eaten and gone: this 
was very difcouraging; however, I 
altered my traps; and, not to trouble 
you with particulars, going one morn­
ing to fee my traps, I found, in one 
of them, a large old he-goat; and, in 
one of the otfler, three kids, a male and 
two females. 

As to the old one, I knew not what 
to do with him; he was fo fierce I 
durft not go into the pit to him ; that 
is to fay, to go about to bring him 
away alive, which was what I wantcdi 
I could have killed him, but that was 
not my bufinefs, nor would it anfwer 
my end ; fo I e"en let him out, and he 
ran away as if he had been frightened 
out of his wits; but I did not then 
know what I aftewards learned, that 
hunger would tame a lion ; if I had 
let him ftay there three or four days 
without food, and then have carried 
him fome water to drink, and then a 
little corn, he would have been as 
tame as one of the kids; for they are 
mighty fagacious, tradable creatures, 
where they are well ufed. 

However, for the prefent, I let him 
go, knowing no better at that time; 
then I went to the three kids; and* 
taking them one by one, I tied them 
with firings together, and with fome 
difficulty brought them all home. 

It was a good while before they 
would , feed, but throwing them fome 
fweet corn, it tempted them, and they 
began to be tame: and now I found, 
that if I expedled to fupply myfelf with 
goats-flefli, when I had no powder or 
(hot left, breeding fome up tame was 
my only way, when perhaps I might 
have them about my hcmfe like a flock 
of /heep. 

But then it prefently occurred to 
pie, that I muft keep the tame from 
the wild, or elle they would always 
run wild when they grew up ; and th« 
only way for .this was to have-fome 
inciofed piece of ground, well fenced 
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either with hedge or pale, to keep them 
wp fo eflfe&nally, that thofe within 
might not break out, or thofe without 
break in. 

This was a great undertaking for 
one pair of hands ; yet as I faw there 
was an abfolute neceflity of doing it, 
my fir ft piece of work was to findout 
a proper piece of ground; viz. where 
there was likely to be herbage for them 
to eat, water for them to drink, and 
cover to keep them from the fun. 

Thofe who underftand fuch inclo-
iures, will think I had very little con­
trivance, when I pitched upon a place 
•very proper for all thefe, being a plain 
open piece of meadow-land, or fa-
vannah, (as our people call it in the 
weftern colonies) which had two or 
three little drills of frelh water in it, 
and at one end was very woody ; I 
fay, they will fmile at my forecaft, 
when I lhall tell'them I began my in-
cloling of this piece of ground in fuch 
a manner, that my hedge or pale muft 
have been at leaft two miles about ; 
nor was the madnefs of it fo great as 
to the compafs ; for if it was ten miles 
about, I was like to have time enough 
to do it in ; but I did not confider, 
that my goats would be as wild in fo 
much compafs, as if they had had the 
whole ifland; and I fhould have fo 
much room to chafe, them in, that I 
fhould never catch them. 

My hedge was began and carried 
on, I believe, about fifty yards, when 
this thought occurred to me; fo I pre-
fently flopped ihort, and for the firft 
beginning I refolved to inclofe apiece 
of about one hundred and fifty yards 
in length, and one hundred yards in 
breath, which, as it would maintain 
as many as I Ihould have in any rea-
fonable time, fo, as my flock increafed, 
I could add more ground to my in-
clofure. 

This was a6ling withfome prudence, 
and I went to work with courage; I 
was abqut three months hedging in 
the firft piece; and, till I had done 
it, I tethered the three kids in the 
beft part of it, and ufed them to feed 
as near me as poflible, to make them 
familiar; and very often I would go 
and carry them fome ears of barley, 
or an handful of rice, and feed them 
out of my hand; fo that after my in-
clofure was flnifhed, and I Jtt them 
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loofe, they would follow me up and 
down, bleating after me for an hand­
ful of corn. 

This anfwered my end, and in 
about a year and a half, I had a flock 
of about twelve goats, kids and all ; 
and in two years more I had three and 
forty, befides feveral that I took and 
killed for my food ; and after that I 
inclofed five feveral pieces of ground 
to feed them in, with little pens to 
drive them into, to take them as I 
wanted them ; and gates out of one 
piece of ground into another. 

But this was not all; for now I not 
only had goats flefh to feed on when 
Ipleafed,but milk too; a thing which, 
indeed, in my beginning, I did not 
fo much as think of, and which, when 
it came into my thoughts, was really 
an agreeable furprize; for now I fet 
up my dairy, and had fometimes a 
gallon or two of milk in a day. And 
as nature, who gives fupplies of food 
to every creature, dictates even natu­
rally how to make ufe of it; fo I, 
that never milked a cow, much lefs a 
goat, or faw butter or cheefe made, 
very readily and handily, though after 
a great many eflays and mifcarriages, 
made me both butter and cheefe at laft, 
and never wanted it afterwards. 

How mercifully can our great Creator 
treat his creatures, even in thofe condi­
tions in which they feemed to be over­
whelmed in deftru6lion ! How can he 
fweeten the bittereft providences, and 
give us caufe topraife him for dungeons 
and prifons ! What a table was here 
fpread for me in awildernefs, where I 
faw nothing at firft but to peri fit for 
hunger ! 

It would have made a ftoick fmile, 
to havefeen me and my little family fit 
down to dinner : there was my majefty, 
the prince and lord of the whole ifland; 
I had the lives of all my Aibje&s at 
abfolute command; I could hang, 
draw, give life and liberty, and take 
it away, and no rebels among all my 
fubjecls. 

Then, to fee how like a king I 
dined too, ail alone, attended by my 
fervants! Pol, as if he had been my 
favourite, was the only perfon permitted 
to talk to me; my dog, which was 
now grown very old and crazy, and 
found no ipecies to multiply his kind 
upon, fat always at my right-hand j 
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and two cats, one on one fide of the 
•able, and one on the other, expelling 
now and then a bit from my hand, as 
a mark of fpecial favour. 

But thefe were not the two cats which 
I brought on Ihore at firft; for they 
were both of them dead, and had been 
interred near my habitation by my own 
hands ; but one of them having mul­
tiplied by I know not what kind of 
creature, thefe were two which I pre-
ferved tame, whereas the reft ran wild 
into the woods, and became indeed 
troublefome to me at laft; for they 
would often come into my houfe, and 
plunder me too, till at laft I was oblig­
ed to flioot them, and did kill a great 
many; at length they left me with 
this attendance, and in this plentiful 
manner I lived ; neither could I be 
faid to want any thing but fociety, and 
of that, in fome time after this, I was 
like to have too much. 

I was fomething impatient, as I have 
obferved, to have the ufe of my boat, 
though very loth to run any more ha­
zard ; and therefore, fometimes, I fat 
contriving ways to get her about the 
iiland, and at other times I fat myfelf 
down contented enough without her. 
But I had a ftrange uneafinefs in my 
mind to go down to the point of the 
ifland, where, as I have faid, in my 
laft ramble, I went up the hill to fee 
how the fhore lay, and how the cur­
rent fet, that I might fee what I had 
to do: this inclination increafed upon 
me every day, and at length I refolved 
to travel thither by land ; and, fol­
lowing the edge of the Ihore, I did fo : 
but had any one in England been to 
meet fuch a man as I was, it muft 
cither have frighted him, or raifed a 
great deal of laughter; and as I fre­
quently flood fliil to look at myfelf, 
I could not but fmile at the notion of my 
travelling through Yorkshire with fuch 
an equipage, and in fuch a drefs. Be 
pleafed to take a fketch of my figure, 
as follows ; 

I had a great, high, fliapelefs cap, 
made of goat's fkin, with a flap hang­
ing down behind, as well to keep the 
fun from me, as to (hoot the rain off 
from running into my neck ; nothing 
being fo hurtful in thefe climates as the 
j-ain upon the flefh under the cloaths. 

I had a fhort jacket of goat's fkin, 
the fkirts coming down to about the 
middle of njy thighs; and a pair of 

open-kneed breeches of the fame : the 
breeches were made of a fkin of an old 
he-goat, whofe hair hung down fuch 
a length on either fide, that, like Pan­
taloon's, it reached to the middle of 
my legs. Stockings and (hoes I had 
none ; but I had made me a pair of 
fomething, I fcarce knew what to call 
them, like bufkins, to flap over my 
legs, and lace on either fide like lpat-
terdafhes, but of a moll barbarous 
fhape ; as indeed were all the reft of 
my cloaths. 

I had on a broad belt of goat's fkin 
dried, which I drew together with two 
thongs of the fame, inllead of buckles; 
and, in a kind of a frog on either fide 
of this, inllead of a fword and dagger, 
hung a little faw and an hatchet, one 
on one fide, one on the other: I had 
another belt not fo broad, and faftened 
in the fame manner, which hung over 
my fhoulder; and at the. end of it, 
under my left-arm, hung two pouches, 
both made of goat's-fkin too ; in one 
of which hung my powder, in the 
other my fhot: at my back I carried 
my balket, on my fhoulder my gun, 
and over my head a great,chimfy, ugly 
goat-fkin umbrella, but which, after 
all, was the mod neceflary thing I had 
about me, next to my gun : as for my 
face, the colour of it was really not 
fo Mulatto-like, as one might expe£l 
from a man not at all careful of it, 
and living within nine or ten degrees 
of the equinox. My beard I had onca 
luffered to grow till it was about a 
quarter of a yard long; but as I had 
both fciflars and razors fufRcient, I 
had cut it pretty fhort, except what 
grew on my upper-lip, which I had 
trimmed into a large pair of Mahome­
tan whifkers, fuch as I had feen worn 
by fome Turks, whom J faw at Sal-
lee ; for the Moors did not wear fuch, 
though the Turks did : of thefe muf-
tachios, or whifkers, I will not fay 
they were long enough to hang my 
hat upon them ; but they were of 
length and fhape monftrous enough, 
and fuch as in England would have 
paded for frightful. 

But all this is by the bye : for as to 
my figure, I had fo few to obferve me, 
that it was of no manner of confea-
quence ; fo I fay no more to that part: 
in this kind of figure I went my ne\y 
journey, and was out five or fix days. 
I travelled firft along the. fta-fho^e, 
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dire&ly to the place where I firft 
brought my boat to an anchor, to get 
up upon the rocks 3 and, having no 
boat now to take care of, i went over 
the land a nearer w^y, to the fame 
height that I was upon before 5 when, 
looking forward to the point of the 
rock which lay out, and which I was 
to double with my boat, as I laid 
above, I v/asfurprized to fee the fea all 
fmooth and quiet; no ripling, no mo­
tion, no current, any more there than 
in other places. 

I was at a ftrange lofs to underlland 
this, and refolved to fpend fome time 
in the obferving of it, to fee if nothing 
from the lets of the tide had occaftoned 
it: but I was prefently convinced how 
it was, viz. that the tide of ebb fit­
ting from the weft, and joining with 
the current of waters from fome great 
fiver on the fliore, muft be the occa­
sion of this current; and that accord­
ing as the wind blew more forcibly 
from the weft, or from the north, this 
turrent came near, or went farther 
from the fhore3 for, waiting there­
abouts till evening, I went up to the 
rock again, and then the tide of ebb 
being made, I plainly faw the cur­
rent again as before, only that it ran 
farther off, being near half a league 
from the fhore 3 whereas, in my cafe, 
itfet clofe upon the fhore, and hurried 
me in my canoe along with it, which 
at another time it would not have 
done. 

This obfervation convinced me, that 
I had nothing to do but to obferve the 
ebbing and the flowing of the tide, and 
I might very eafiiy bring my boat about 
the ifland again : but when I began to 
think of putting it in pra&ice, I had 
fuch a terror upon my fpirits, at the 
remembrance of the danger I had been 
in, that I could not think of it again 
with any patience5 but, on the con­
trary, I took up another refolution, 
which was more fafe, though more 
laborious 3 and this was, that I would 
build, or rather make me another pe-
riagua, or canoe 5 and fo have one for 
one fide of the ifland, and one for the 
other. 

You are to underftand,that I now had, 
as I may call it, two plantations in the 

ifland 3 one, my little fortification or 
tent, with the wall about it, under the 
rock, with the cave behind me, which 

•by time I bad inlafged into feveral 
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apartments or cares, one within an-r 
other. One of thefe, which was the 
driell and largeft, and had a door out 
beyond my wall or fortification, that 
is to fay, beyond where my wall join­
ed to the rock, was ail filled up with 
the large earthen pots, of which I have 
given an account, and with fourteen 
or fifteen great ba/kets, which would 
hold five or fix bufhels each, where I 
laid up my ftores of provifion, efpe-
dally my corn 5 fome in the ear, cut 
off fliort from the ftraw, and the other 
rubbed out with my hand. 

As for my wall, made, as before, 
with long flakes or piles, thofe piles 
grew all iike trees, and were by this 
time grown fo big, and fpread fo very 
much, that there was not the leaft ap­
pearance, to any one's view, of any 
habitation behind them. 

Near this dwelling of mine, but a 
little farther within the land, and up­
on lower ground, lay my two pieces 
of corn-ground ; which I kept duly-
cultivated and fowed, and which duly 
yielded me their harveft in it's feafon j 
and whenever I had occafion for more 
corn, I had more land adjoining, as fit 
as that. 

Befides this, I had my country-feat, 
and I had now a tolerable plantation 
there alfo 3 for firft, I had my little 
bower, as I called it, which I kept in 
repair ; that is to fay, I kept the hedge 
which circled it in, conftanrly fitted 
up to it's ufual height, the ladder Hand-, 
ing always in the inlide 3 I kept the 
trees, which at firft were no more than 
my flakes, but were now grown very 
firm and tall 3 I kept them always fq 
cut, that they might fpread and grow 
thick and wild, and make the more 
agreeable (hade, which they did effec­
tually to my mind. In the middle of 
this I had my tent always (landing^ 
being a piece of a fail fpread over poles 
fet up for that purpofe, and which ne­
ver wanted any repair or renewing 5 
and under this I had made me a fquah 
or couch, with the fkins of the crea­
tures I had killed, and with other foft 
things, and a blanket laid on them, 
fuch as belonged to our fea-bedding, 
which I had faved, and a great watch-f 
coat to cover me 5 and here, whenever 
I- had occafion to be abfent from my 
chief feat, I took up my country ha­
bitation. 

Adjoining to this J had my inclo-
furas 
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fures for my cattle, that is to fay, my 
goats : and as I had taken an incon­
ceivable deal of pains to fence and in­
dole this ground, I was fo unealy to. 
fee it kept entire, left the goats fhould 
break through, that I never left oft, 
till with infinite labour I had ftuck the 
outfide of the hedge fo full of fmall 
ftakes, and fo near to one another, that 
it was rather a pale than a hedge, and 
there was fcarce room to put a hand 
through between them 5 which, after­
wards, when thofe itakes grew, as 
they all did in the next rainy feafon, 
made the incloiure ftrong, like a wall 3 
indeed, ftronger than any wall. 

This will teftify for me that I was 
not idle, and that I fpared no pains to 
bring to pais whatever appeared necef-
fary for my comfortable iupport j for 
I confidered the keeping up a breed of 
tame creatures thus at my hand, would 
be a living magazine of flefh, milk, 
butter, and cheel'e, for me, as long as 
I lived in the place, if it were to be 
forty years ; and that keeping them in 
my reach, depended entirely upon my 
perfecting my inclofures to fuch a de­
gree, that I might be lure of keeping 
them together 3 which by this method, 
indeed, I fo effe&ually fecured, that 
when thefe little flakes began to grow, I 
had planted them fo very thick, I was 
forced to pull fome of them up again. 

In this place alfo I had my grapes 
growing, which J principally depend­
ed on for my winter flore of raifins, 
and which I never failed to preferve 
very carefully, as the beft and moft 
agreeable dainty of my whole diet ^ 
and indeed they were not agreeable 
only, but phyfical, wholefome, nou-
riflung, and refreihing to the laft de­
gree. 

As this was alfo about half-way be­
tween my other habitation and the 
place where I had laid up my boat, I 
generally flaid and lay here in my 
way thither 3 for I ufed frequently to 
vifit my boat, and I kept all^things 
about or belonging to her in very good 
order; fometimes I went out in her 
to divert myfelf, but no more ha­
zardous voyages would I go, nor fcarce 
ever above a flone's call or two from 
the fhore, I was fo apprehenfive of ber 
ing hurried out of my knowledge again 
by the currents or winds, or.any other 
accident. But now I come to 3 new 
icene of my life. 

It happened one day about noon, 
going towards my boat, I was ex­
ceedingly Unprized with the print of a 
man's naked loot on the fhore, which 
was very plain to be feen in the lands 
I flood iike one thunder-ftruck, or as 
if I had feen an apparition 3 I liftened, 
I looked round me, I could hear no­
thing, nor fie any thing ; I went up 
to a rifing ground to look farther; 1 
went up the fhore, and down the fhore, 
but it was all one, I could fee no 
other impreftion hut that one. I went 
to it again to fee if there were any 
more, and to obferve if it might not 
be my fancy 3 but there was no rooKi 
for that, for there was exaCliy the very-
print of a foot, toes, heel, and every 
part of a foot 3 how it came thither I 
knew not, nor could in the leaft ima­
gine. But, after innumerable .flutter­
ing thoughts, like a man perfe&ly con-* 
fufed, and out of myfelf, I came home 
to my fortification, not feeling, as we 
fay, the ground I went on, but terri­
fied to the latt degree, looking behind 
me at every two or three fteps, mif-
taking every bufli and tree, and fancy­
ing every flump at a diftance to be a 
man 3 nor is it pofiible to defcribe, 
how many various fhapes an affright­
ed imagination reprefented things to 
me in 3 how many wild ideas were 
formed every moment in my fancy, 
and what ftrange unaccountable whim-
fies came into my thoughts by the 
way I 

When I came to my caftle, for fo I 
think I called it ever after this, I fled 
into it like one purfued; whether I 
went over by the ladder, as firft con­
trived, or went in at the hole in the 
rock, which I called a door, I cannot 
remember 3 for never frighted hare 
fled to cover, or fox to earth, with 
more terror of mind than I to this re­
treat. 

I had no fleep that night 3 the far­
ther I was from the occafion of my 
fright, the greater my apprehenfions 
were ; which is fomething contrary to 
the nature of fuch things, and espe­
cially to the ufual pra&ice of all crea­
tures in fear. But I was fo embar-
raffed with mfown frightful ideas of 
the. thing, that I formed nothing but 
diimal imaginations to myfelf, even 
though I was now a great way off it. 
Sometimes I fancied it muft be the 
devrJ-i £»d reafon joined in with me 

upon 
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.upon this fuppofition : for how fliould 
any other thing in human fhape come 
into the place ? Where was the veflfel 
that brought them ? what marks were 
there of any other footfteps ? and how 
was it poflible a man fliould come 
there ? But then to think that Satan 
fliould take human fhape upon him in 
fuch a place, where there could be no 
manner of occafion for it, but to leave 
the print of his foot behind him-, and 
that even for no purpofe too, (for he 
could not be fure I fliould fee it;) this 
was an amazement the other way: I 
confidered that the devil might have 
found out abundance of other ways to 
have terrified me, than this of the 
fmgle print of afoot; that as I lived 
quite on the other fide of the ifland, he 
would never have been fo fimple to 
leave a mark in a place where it wts 
ten thoufand to one whether I fliould 
ever fee it or not; and in the fand too, 
which the firft furge of the fea upon 
an high wind would have defaced en­
tirely. All this feemed inconfiftent 
with the thing itfelf, and with all no­
tions we ufually entertain of the fub-
tlety of the devil. 

Abundance of fuch things as thefe 
aflifted to argue me out of all appre-
Jienfions of it's being the devil: and 
I prefently concluded then, that it 

ft be fome more dangerous crea­
ture, viz. that it mult be fome of the 
favages of the main land over-againft 
me, who had wandered out to fea in 
their canoes; and, either driven by 
the currents, or by contrary winds, 
bad made the ifland; and had been on 
fliore, but were gone away again to fea, 
being as loth, perhaps, to have flaid in 
this defolate ifland, as I would have 
been to have had them. 

While thefe reflections were rolling 
upon my mind, I was very thankful 
in my thought, that I was fo happy 
as not to be thereabouts at that time, 
or that they did not fee my boat, by 
which they would have concluded, 
that fome inhabitants had been in the 
place, and, perhaps, have fearched 
farther for me. Then terrible thoughts 
racked my imaginations about their 
having found my boat, and that there 
were people here; and that if fo, I 
Ihould certainly have them come again 
in greater numbers, and devour me; 
that if it fliould happen fo that they 
fliould not find me, yet they would 
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find myinclofure, deftroyall my corn, 
carry away all my flock of tame goats, 
and I fliould perifh at laft for mere 
want. 

Thus my fear banifhed all my reli­
gious hope ; all that former confidence 
in God, which was founded upon fuch 
wonderful experience, as I had had of 
his goodnefs, now vaniflied ; as if he 
that had fed me by miracle hitherto, 
could not prelerve by his power the 
provifion which he had made for me 
by his goodnefs. I reproached myfelf 
with my eafinefs, that would not fow 
any more corn one year than would 
juftferve me till the next feafon, as if 
no accident could intervene to prevent 
my enjoying the crop that was upon 
the ground; and this I thought fo juft 
a reproof, that I refolved for the fu­
ture to have two or three years corn 
before-hand, fo that whatever might 
come, I might not perifh for want of 
bread. 

v How flrange a chequer-work of Pro­
vidence is the life of man! and by 
what fecret differing fprings are the 
affe&ions hurried about, as differing 
circumftances prefent! To-day we love 
what to-morrow we hate; to-day we 
feek what to-morrow we fliun; to­
day we defire what to-morrow we fear, 
nay,' even tremble at the apprehen-
fions of. This was exemplified in me 
at this time in the moft lively manner 
imaginable ; for I, whofe only afflic­
tion was, that I feemed banifhed from 
human lociety, that I was alone cir-
cumfcribed by the bcundlefs ocean, 
cut off from mankind, and condemned 
to what I call a filent life ; that I was 
as one whom Heaven thought not 
worthy to be numbered among the 
living, or to appear among the reft of 
his creatures; that to have feen one 
of my own fpecies would have feemed 
to me a railing me from death to life, 
and the greateft blefiing that Heaven 
itfeff, next to the fupreme blefling of 
falvation, could beftow; I fay, that 
I Ihould now tremble at the very ap-
prehenfions of feeing a man, and was 
ready to link into the ground at but 
the Ihadow or filent appearance of 
a man's having fet his foot on the 
ifland. 

Such is the uneven ftate of human 
life; and it afforded me a great many 
curious fpeculations afterwards, when 
I had a little recovered my firft Air-

prize i 
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prize: I confidered that this was the 
llation of life the infinitely wife and 
good providence of God had deter­
mined for me; that as I could not 
forefee what the ends of Divine Wif-
dom might be in all this, fo I was 
not to difpute his fovereignty, who, 
as I was his creature, had an un­
doubted right by creation to govern and 
difpofe of me abfolutelyas he thought 
fit; and who, as I was a creature who 
had offended him, had likewife a judi­
cial right to condemn me to what pu-
jiilhment he thought fit; and that it 
was my part to fubmit to bear his in­
dignation, becaufe I had finned againft 
him. 

I then reflected, that God, who was 
not only righteous, but omnipotent, 
as he had thought fit thus to punifli 
and affliCt me, lb he was able to de­
liver me; that if he did not think fit 
to do it, it was my unqueftioned duty 
to refign myfelf abfolutely and entirely 
to his will; and, on the other hand, 
it was my duty alfo to hope in him, 
pray to him, and quietly to attend the 
di&ates and directions of his daily pro­
vidence. 

Thefe thoughts took me up many 
hours, days, nay, I may fay, weeks 
and months ; and one particular et-
feCl of my cogitations on this occa­
fion, I cannot omit; viz. one morn­
ing early, lying in my bed, and filled 
with thoughts about my danger from 
the appearance of favages, I found 
it difcompofed me very much; upon 
which thofe words of the Scripture 
came into my thoughts, 4 Call upon 
* me in the day of trouble, and I will 
* deliver thee, and thou lhalt glorify 
' me.* 

Upon this, rifing chearfully out of 
my bed, my heart was not only com­
forted, but I was guided and encou­
raged to pray earneftly to God for de­
liverance. When I had done praying, 
I took up my bible, and opening it to 
read, the firft words that prefented to 
me were, * Wait on the Lord, and 
* be of good cheat*, and he lhall 
< ftrengthen thy heart: wait, I fay, on 
< the Lord.' It is impolfible to ex-
prefs the comfort this gave me: and, in 
return, 1 thankfully laid down the 
book, and was no more fad; at leaft, 
not on that occafion. ^ v 

In the middle of thefe cogitations, 
apprehenfions, and reflections, it came 

into my thoughts one day, that all 
t h i s  m i g h t  b e  a  m e r e  c h i m e r a  o f  m y  
own, and that this foot might be the 
print of my own foot, when I came on 
ftiore from my boat. This cheared me 
up a little too, and I began to perfuade 
myfelf it was all a deiufion; that it 
was nothing elfe but my own foot; 
and why might not I come that way 
from the boat, as well as I was going 
that way to the boat? Again, I con^ 
fidered alfo, that I could by no means 
tell for certain where I had trod, and 
where I had not; and that if at laft 
this was only the print of my own 
foot, I had played the part of thofe 
fools, who ftrive to make ftories of 
fpe&res and apparitions, and then are 
themfelves frighted at them more than 
any body elle. 

Now I began to take courage, and 
to peep abroad again; fori had not 
ftirred out of my caftle for three day* 
and nights, fo that I began to ftarve 
for provifion ; for I had little or no­
thing within doors, but fome barley-
cakes and water. Then I knew that 
my goats wanted to be milked too, 
which ufuafiy was my evening diver-
fion; and the poor creatures were ia 
great pain and inconvenience for want 
of it; and indeed it almoft fpoiled fome 
of them, and almoft dried up their 
milk. 

Heartening myfelf therefore with the 
belief that this was nothing but the 
print of one of my own feet, (and fo 
I might be truly faid to ftart at my own. 
fhadow) I began to go abroad again, 
and went to my country-houfe to milk 
my flock; but to fee with what fear 
I went forward, how often I looked 
behind me, how I was ready, every 
now and then, to lay down my bafket 
and run for my lite, it would have 
made any one have thought I was 
haunted with an evil confidence, or 
that I had been lately moft terribly 
frighted ; and fo indeed I had. 

However, as I went down thus two 
or three days, and having feen no­
thing, I began to be a little bolder, 
and to think there was really nothing 
in it but my own imagination ; but I 
could not perfuade myfelf fully of 
this, till I fliould go down to the ihorc 
again, ttfid fee this print ot a foot, 
and .meafure it by my own, and lee 
if there was any iimilitude or fitnels, 
that 1 might be allured it was my own 
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foot: but when I came to the place 
firft, it appeared evidently to me, that 
when I laid up my boat, I could not 
poflibly be on fhore any where there­
abouts. Secondly, when I came to 
meafure the mark with my own foot, 
I found my foot not fo large by a great 
deal; Both thefe things filled my 
head with new imaginations, and gave 
me the vapours again to the higheft de­
gree; fo that I fhook with cold, like 
one in an ague, and I went home 
again, filled with the belief, that Tome 
man or men had been on fiiore there; 
or, in fhort, that the ifland was inha­
bited, and I might be lurprized before 
I was aware ; and what courfe to take 
for my fecurity I knew not. 

O what ridiculous refolutions men 
take, when poffefled with fear! It de­
prives them of the ufe of thole means 
which reafon offers for their relief. 
The firft thing I propofed to mylelf 
was, to throw down my inclolures, 
and turn all my tame cattle wild into 
the woods, that the enemy might not 
find them, and then frequent the 
ifland in profpeft of the fame or the 
like booty ; then to the fimple thing 
of digging up my two corn fields, that 
they might not find fuch a grain there, 
and ltiil be prompted to frequent the 
illand; then to demolifh my bower and 
tent, that they might not fee any 
veftiges of my habitation, and be 

rompted to look farther, in order to 
nd out the perfons inhabiting. 
Thefe were the fubje&s of the firft 

night's cogitation, after I was come 
home again, while the apprehenfions 
which had fo over-run my mind were 
frefh upon me, and my head was full 
of vapours, as above. Thus, fear of 
danger is ten thoufand times moreter-
rifyjng than danger itf'elf, when ap­
parent to the eyes ; and we find the 
burden of anxiety greater, by much, 
than the evil which we are anxious 
about; but, which was worfe than all 
this, I had not that relief in this trouble 
for the refignation I ufed to praftife, 
that I hoped to have. I looked, I 
thought, like Saul, who complained 
not only that the Philiftines were upon 
him, but that God had forfaken him ; 
lor I did not now take due ways to 
compofe my mind, by crying to God in 
my diffrefs. and reftiog upon his pro­
vidence, as I had done before, for my 
defence and deliverance^ which, if I had 

done, I had, at Jeaft, been more chear^ 
fully fupported under this new fur-
prize, and perhaps carried through it 
with more refolution* 

This confufionof my thoughts kept 
me waking all night; but in the morn­
ing I fell afleep, and having, by the 
amul'ement of my mind, been, as it 
were, tired, and my fpirits exhaufted* 
I flept very foundly, and awaked much 
better compofed than I had ever been 
before: and now I began to think fe-
dately; and, upon the utmoft debate 
with myfelf, I concluded, that this 
ifland, which was fo exceeding plea-
fant, fruitful, and no farther from the 
main land than as I had feen, was not 
fo entirely abandoned as I might ima­
gine : that, although there were no 
ftated inhabitants who lived on the fpot* 
yet that there might lometimes come 
boats off from the fhore; who, either 
with delign, or perhaps never but when 
they were driven by croft winds, might 
come to this place. 

Th«t I had lived here fifteen years 
now, and had not met with the leaft 
fhadow or figure of any people before; 
and that if at any time they fhould be 
driven here, it was probable they went 
away again as foon as ever they could, 
feeing they had never thought fit to 
fix there upon any occafion to this 
time. 

That the moft I could fuggeft any 
danger from was, from any fuch 
cafuai accidental Jandingof ftraggling 
people from the main; who, as ?t was 
likely, if they were driven hither, 
were here againft their wills; fo they 
made no ftay here, but went off again 
with all pofiible fpeed, feldom Haying 
one night on fhore, left they fhould 
not have the help of the tides and day­
light back again ; and that therefore 
I had nothing to do but to confider of 
fome fafe retreat, in cafe I fhouid fee 
any lavages land upon the fpot. 

Now 1 began forely to repent, that 
I had dug my cave fo large, as to 
bring a door through again, which 
door, as I laid, came out beyond where 
my fortification joined to the rock* 
Upon maturely confidering this, there­
fore, I relolved to draw me a feconci 
fortification, in the fame manner of a. 
femi-circle, at adiftancc from my wall, 
juft where I had planted a double row 
of trees about twelve years before, of 
wl^ch i made mention, Thefe tree* 

having 

Laving been planted fo thick before, 
there wanted but a few piles to be 
"driven betwen them, that they fliould 
be thicker, and ftronger, and iny wall 
would be foon finifiied. 

So that I had now a double wall, 
and my outer wall was thickened with 
pieces of timber, old cables, and every 
thing I could think of to make it 
ftrong; having in it feven little holes, 
about as big as I might put my arm 
out at. In the infide of this I thicken­
ed my wall to about ten feet thick, 
continually bringing earth out of my 
cave, and laying it at the foot of the 
wall, and walking upon it; and through 
the feven holes I contrived to plant the 
mufquets, of which I took notice, that 
I got feven on fhore out of the fliip • 
thefe, I fay, I planted like my cannon, 
and fitted them into frames that held 
them like a carriage, that fo I could 
fire all the feven guns in two minutes 
time. This wall I was many a weafy 
month in fini/hing, and yet never 
thought myfelf fafe till it was done. 

When this was done, I ftuck all the 
ground without my wall, for a great 
way every way, as full with llakes or 
flicks of the ofier-like wood, which I 
found fo apt to grow, as they could 
well ftand; irifomuch, that I believe, 
I might fet in near twenty thoufand of 
them, leaving a pretty large fpace be­
tween them and my wall, that I might 
have room to fee an enemy, and they 
might have no fhelter from the £oung 
trees, if they attempted to approach my 
outer wall. 
. Thus, in two years time, I had a 
thick grove; and in five or fix years 
time I had a wood before my dwell­
ing? grown fo monllrous thick and 
ftrong, that it was indeed perfe<5Ily im-
paffable; and no man, of what kind 
loever, would ever imagine that there 
was any thing beyond it, much lefs 
ari habitation. As for the way I pro-

"pofed myfelf to go in and out (for I 
left no avenue) it was by fetting two 
ladders, one to a part of the rock which 
was low, and theii broke in, and left 
poom to place another ladder upon 
that; fo when the two ladders were 
taken down, no man living could come 
Hown to me without mifchiefing him-
felf; and if they had come down, they 
were ftill on the outfide of my outer 
wall. 

Thus I took all the meafures Human 
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prudence could fuggeft for my own 
prefervation; and it will be feen at 
length, that they were not altogether 
Without juft reafon ; though I forefaw 
nothing at that time more than my 
mere fear fiiggefted. . 

While this was doing, I was not al­
together carelefs of my other affairs ; 
for I had a great concern upon me for 
my little herd of goats ; they were not 
only a prefent fupply to me upon every 
occafion, and began to be fufficient to 
me, withoiit the expence of powder 
and /hot, but alfo abated the fatigue 
of my hunting after the wild ones* 
and I was loth to Iofe the advantage of 
them, and to have them all to nurfe up 
over again. 

To this purpofe, after long Con-
fideration, I could think of but two 
ways to preferve them ; one was, to 
find another convenient place to dig a 
cave under-ground, and to drive them 
into it every night jj and the other was, 
to inclofe two or three little bits of 
land, remote front one another, and 
as much concealed as I could, where 
I might keep about half a dozen young 
goats in each place; fo that if any 
difafter happened to the flock in gene­
ral, I might be able to raife then* 
again with little trouble and time: 
and this, though it would require a 
great deal of time and labour, I 
thought was the moft rational defign. 

Accordingly I fpent fome time, to 
find out the moft retired parts of the 
i/land ; and I pitched upon one, which 
was as private indeed as my heart 
could wifti ; for it was a little damp 
piece of ground in the middle of the 
hollow and thick woods, where, as is 
obferved, I almoft loft myfelf once 
before, endeavouring to come back 
that way from the eaftern part of the 
ifland. Here I found a clear piece of 
land near three acres, fo furrounded 
with Woods, that it was almoft an in-
clofure by nature; at leaft, it did not 
want near fo much labour to make it 
fo, as the other pieces of ground I had 
worked fo hard at. 

I immediately went to work with 
this piece of ground, and in lefs than a 
month's time I had fo fenced it round, 
that my flock or herd, call it which 
you pleafe, which were not fo wild 
now as at firft they might be ftippo&d 
to be, were well enough fecured in-ir. 
So, without any farther delay, I re-~ 

E moved 
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moved ten flie-goats and two he-goats 
to this piece ; and when they were, 
I continued to perfect the fence, till I 
had made it as fecure as the other, 
yvhich, however, I did at more leifure, 
and it took me up more time by a great 
deal. 

All this labour I was at the expence 
of, purely from my apprehenfions on 
the account of the print of a man's 
foot which I had feen ; tor as yet I 
never law any human creature come 
near the ifland: and I had. now lived 
two years under thefe uneafinefles, 
which, indeed, made my life much 
lefs comfortable than it was before; 
as may well be imagined, by any who 
know what it is to live in the conftant 
fnare of the fear of man \ and this I 
mull obferve with grief too, that the 
difcompofure of my mind had too great 
impreffions alfo upon the religious part 
of my thoughts ; for the dread and 
terror of falling into the hands of fa-
Vages and canibals lay fo upon my 
Spirits, that I feldom found my felt in 
a due temper for application to my 
Maker; at leaft, not with the fedate 
calmnefs and reiignation of foul which 
I was wont to do. I rather prayed 
to God as under great afHi&ion and 
preffure of mind, furrounded with 
danger, and in expeaation every night 
of being murdered and devoured be­
fore morning; and I muft teftify from 
my experience, that a temper of peace, 
thankfulnefs, love and affe£lion, is 
much the more proper frame for 
prayer than that of terror and difcom­
pofure ; and that under the dread of 
mifchief impending, a man is no more 
fit for a comforting performance of 
the duty of praying to God, than he 
is for repentance on a fick-bed; for 
thefe difcompofures affea the mind as 
the others do the body; and the dif-
compofureof the mind muft neceffarily 
be as great a difability as that of the 
body, and much greater; praying to 
God being properly an aft of the mind, 
not of the body. 

But to go on. After I had thus fe-
cured one part of my little living lfock, 
I went about the whole i/land, fearch-
ing. for .another private place to make 
fuch another depofitwhen wander­
ing more to the weft point of the ifland 
than IMd .ever done yet, and looking 
out £0 thought J ;f§vy aboat.qpop 
the* fea, at ,a great diftance. I had 
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found a perfpe£Uve-glafs or two, in. 
one of the feamen's chefts, which I 
faved out of our fhip; but I had it 
not about me, and this was lo remote, 
that I could not tell what to make of 
it, though I looked at it till my eyes 
were not able to look any longer ; 
whether it was a boat, or not, 1 do 
not know; but as I defcended from 
the hill, I could fee no more of it, fo 
I gave it over; only refolved to go no 
more without a perlp^flive-glai's in my 
pocket. 

When I was come down the hill 
to the end of the ifland, where indeed I 
had never been before, I was prei'ently 
convinced, that the feeing the print of 
a man's foot was not fuch a ftrange 
thing in the ifland as I imagined ; 
and, but that it was a fpecial provi­
dence that I was caft upon the fide of the 
ifland, where thefavages never came, I 
fliould eafily have known, that nothing 
was more frequent than for the canoes 
from the main, when they happened to 
be a little too far out at fea, to Ihoot over 
to that fide of the ifland for harbour; 
iikewife, as they often met, and fought 
in their canoes, the vi&orS, having 
taken any ,prifoners, would bring them 
over to this fliore, where, according 
to their dreadful cuftoms, being all ca­
nibals, they would kill and eat them. 
Of vyhich hereafter. 

When I was come down the hill to 
the fliore, as I faid above, being the 
S. W. point of the ifland, I was 
perfectly confounded and amazed; nor 
is it poflible for me to exprefs the hor­
ror of my mind, at feeing the fliore 
fpread with ikulls, hands, feet, and 
other bones of human bodies; and, 
particularly, I obferved a place where 
there had been a fire made, and a circle 
dug in the earth, like a cock-pit, 
where it is fuppofed the favage wretches 
had fat down to their inhuman feaft-
ings upon the bodies of their fellow-
creatures. 

I was fo aftonifhed with the fight of 
thefe things, that I entertained no no­
tions of any danger to nayfetf from it 
for a long while ; all my apprehen­
fions were buried in the thoughts of 
fuch a pitch of inhuman, hellifh bru­
tality, and the horror of the degene­
racy of human nature ; which, though. 
1 bad heard of often, yet I never had 
fo neaf a view of before; In fliort, I 
turned away my face from the horrid 

fpe&acle ; 
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fpe&acle; my ftomach grew lick, and 
I was juft at the point of fainting, 
when nature difcharged the difoxder 
from my ftomach; and, having vomit­
ed with an uncommon violence, I was 
a little relieved, but could not bear to 
ftay in the place a moment; fo I got 
me up the hill again with all the lpeed 
I Gould, and walked on towards my 
own habitation. 

When I came a little out of that 
part of the ifland, I flood ftill a while as 
amazed; and then recovering myfelf, 
I looked up with the utmoft affeclion 
of my foul, and, with a flood of tears 
in 'my eyes, gave God thanks, that 
had caft my firft lot in a part of the 
world, whsre I was diftinguifhed from 
fuch dreadful creatures as thefie; and 
that though I had efteemed my pre fen t 
condition very miferable, had yet given 
me fo many comforts in it, that I had 
ftill more to give thanks for, than to 
complain of; and this above ail, that 
I had, even in this miferable condi­
tion, been comforted with the know­
ledge qf Himfelf, and the hope of his 
blefting, which was a felicity more 
than iufficiently equivalent to all the 
mifery which I had fuft'ered, or could 
fuffer. 

In this frame of thankfulnefs, I 
went home to my caftle, and began to 
be much eafier now, as to the fafety 
of my circumftaoces, than ever I was 
before; for I obferved, that thefe 
wretches never came to this ifland in 
fearcli of what they could get; per­
haps not feeking, not wanting, or not 
expelling any thing here; and having 
often, no doubt, been up in the co­
vered woody part of it, without find­
ing any thing to their purpoie. I 
knew I had been here now almoft eigh­
teen years, and never law the leaft 
footfteps of a human creature there 
before ; and might be here eighteen 
more as entirely concealed as I was 
now, if I did not difcover myfelf to 
them, which I had no manner of oc-
cafion to do, it being my only bufinefs 
to keep myfelf entirely concealed 
where I was, unlefs I found a better 
fort of creatures than canibals to make 
myfelf known to. 

Yet I entertained fuch an abhorrence 
of the favage wretches that I have been 
fpeaking of, and of the wretched in­
human cuttom of their devouring and 
eating one another up, that I conti­

nued penfive and fad, and kept clofe 
within my own circle for almoft two 
years after this. When I fay my own 
circle, I mean by it, my three planta­
tions; viz. my caftle, my country-
feat, which 1 called my bower, and 
my inclofure m the woods; noi did I 
look after this for any other ufe, than 
as ai? inclofure for my goats; for the 
averiion which nature gave me to 
thefe; hellifh wretches was fuch, that 
I was as fearful of feeing them, as of 
feeing the devil himfelf; npr did I fo 
much as go to lock after my boat in 

' all this time, but  began rather to think 
of making me another; for I coiiltl 
not think of ever making any more 
attempts to bring the other boat round 
the ifland to me, left I &ould meet 
with 1'ome of thofe creatures at fea, in 
which, if I had happened to have fallen 
into their hands, I knew what would 
have been my lot. 

Time, however, and the fatisfa&ion 
I had, that I was in no danger of being 
difcovered by thefe people, began to 
wear off my uneajinefs about them ; 
and I began to live juft in the lame 
compofed manner as before ; only with 
this difference, that I ufed more cau­
tion, and kept my eyes more about 
me than I did before, left I fliould 
happen to be feen by any of them ; 
and, particularly, I was more cautious 
of fil ing my gun, left any of them on 
the ifland fliould happen to hear it; and 
it was therefore a very good provi­
dence to me, that I had fumiflied my­
felf with a tame breed of goats, that 
I had no need to hunt any more about 
the woods, or flioot at them; and 
if I did catch any more of them after 
this, it was by traps and fnares, as I 
had done before ; fo that for two years 
after this, I believe, I never fired my 
gun once off, though I never went out 
without it; and, which was more, as 
I had laved three piftols out of the (hip, 
I always carried them out with me, 
or, at" leaft, two of them, flicking 
them in my goat-fkin belt. I Iikewife 
furbifhed up one of the great cutlaffes 
that I had out of the fliip, and made 
me a belt to put it in alfo; fo that I 
was now a moll formidable fellow to 
look at, when I went abroad, if you 
add to the former defcription of myfelf, 
the particular of two piftols and a 
great broad-fword hanging at my fide 
in a belli, but without a fcabbard. 

L z Things 



R O B I N S O N  C R U S p E ,  
Things going on thus, as I have 

laid, for fome time, I feemed, except­
ing theie cautions, to be reduced to 
iriy former calm fedate way of living ; 
all thefe things fending to /hew me 
more and more how far my condition 
"was from being milerabie, compared 
to fome others j nay, to many other 
particulars of life, which it might have 
pleafed God to have made my lot. It put 
me upon refieiling, how iittTe repining 
there would be among Mankind, at 
any condition of life, if people would 
lather compare their condition with 
thofe that are worfeip order to be thank ­
ful, than be always comparing them 
with thofe which are better, to aftift 
their murmurings and complainings. 

As in my prefent condition there 
were pot really many things which I 
wanted, fo, indeed, I thought that the 
frights I had been in about thefe fa-
vage wretches, and the concern I had 
been in for my own prefervation, had 
taken ofF the edge of my invention for 
my own conveniences, and I had dropt 
a good defign, which I had once bent 
my thought upon ; and that was, to 
try if I could not make fome of my 
barley into malt, and then try to brew 
myfelf fome beer : - this was really a 
whimfical thought, and I reproved my-
felf often for the limplicity of it ; for 
I prefently faw there would be the 
want of feveral things neceffary to the 
making my beer, that it would be im-
poffible for me to fupply; as, firft, 
ca/ks to preferve it in, which was a 
thing that, as I have obferved already, 
I could never compafs ; no, though I 
ipent not only many days, but weeks, 
nay, months, in attempting it, but to no 
purpofe. In the next place, I had no 
hops to make it keep, no yeaft to make 
it work, no copper or kettle to make 
it boil - and yet, had not all thefe things 
intervened, I mean the frights and 
terrors I was in about the favageS, 
I had undertaken it, and, perhaps, 
brought it to pafs too ; for I feldom 
gave any thing over without accomr-
plifhing it, when I once had it in my 
head enough to begin it. 

But my invention now ran quite an­
other way ; for night and day I could 
think of nothing, -but how I might 
deftroy fome of thefe monfters in their 
cruel bloody entertainment; and, if 
poflibie, fave the vi&im they /hould 
bring hitherto deftroy. It would take 

up a larger volume than this whola 
work is intended to be, to fet down all 
the contrivances I hatched, or rather 
brooded upon in my thoughts, for the 
deftroying thefe creatures, or at leaft: 
frightening th^m, foas to prevent their 
coming hither any more : but all was 
abortive; nothing could be poflibie to 
take effe6f, unle/s I was to be there to 
do it myfelf; and what could one 
man do^ among them, when perhaps 
there might be twenty or thirty of 
them together, with their darts, or 
their bows and arrows, with which 
they could /hoot as true to a mark as 
I could with my gun ? 

Sometimes I contrived to dig a hole 
under the place where they made their 
fire, and put in five or fix pounds of 
gunpowder ; which, when they kind­
led their fire, would confequently take 
fire, and blowup all that was near it: 
but, as in the firft place I /hould be 
very loth to wafte lo much powder 
upon them, my ftore being now with­
in the quantity of a barreh; fo neither 
could I be fure of ifs goingoffat any 
cei tain time, when it might furprize 
them; and, at beft, that it would do 
little more than juft blow the fire a-
bout their ears, and fright them, but 
not fufncient to make them forlake the 
plade > **° ^ ^ abde ; and then pro-
poled, that I would place myfelf in 
ambtifh, in fome convenient place, 
with my three guns all double loaded, 
and, m the middle of their bloody ce­
remony, let fly at them, when I /hould 
be fure to kill or wound perhaps two 
or three at every /hoot; and then fall­
ing m upon them with my three pif-
tols, and my fword, I made no doubt 
but that, if there were twenty, I /hould 
kill them all; this fancy pleafed my 
thoughts for fome weeks; and I was 
lo full Oi it, that I often dreamed of it -
and fometimes, that I was juft going 
to let fly at them in my fleep. 

I went fo far with it in my indio--
nanon, that I employed myfelf feveral 

find ollt Proper places to put 
myfeif m ambufcade, as I faid, ro 
watch foi them ; and I wetit frequent-
i) to tne place itfelf, which was now 
grown more familiar to me; and efpe-
ciaily while my mind was thus filled 
with thoughts of revenge, and of a 
bloody putting twenty or thirty of 
them to the fword, as I may call 
it; but the horror I had at the 

plac^ 
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place, and at the fignals of the barba­
rous wretches devouring one another, 
abated my malice. 

Well, at length, I found a place in 
the fide of the hill, where I was fatis-
fied I might fecurely wait till I faw any 
of the boats coming; and might then, 
epen before they would be ready to 
come on /hore, convey myfelf unfeeti 
into thickets of trees, in one of which 
there was an hollow large enough to 
conceal me entirely; and where I 
might fit and oblerve all their bloody 
doings, and take my full aim at their 
heads, when they were fo clofe toge­
ther as that it would be next to im-
poflible that I /hould mifs my /hoot, 
or that I could fail wounding three or 
four of them at the firft /hoot. 

In this place, then, I refolved to fix 
my defign ; and accordingly I pre­
pared two mufquets, and my ordinary 
fowling-piece. The two mufquets I 
loaded with a brace of flugs each, and 
four or five fmaller bullets, about the 
fize of piftol-bullets; and the fowl­
ing-piece I loaded with near an hand­
ful of fwan-fiiot, of the largeft fize ; I 
alfo loaded my piftols with about four 
bullets each : and in this pofture, well 
provided with ammunition for a fe-
cond and third charge, I prepared my­
felf for my expedition. 

After I had thus laid the fcheme for 
my defign, and, in my imagination, 
put it in pra&ice, I continually made 
iuy tour every morning up to the top 
of the hill, which was from my caftle, 
as I called it, about three miles, or 
more, to fee if I could obferve any 
boats upon the fea, coming near the 
i/land, or ftanding over towards it; 
but I began to tire of this hard duty, 
after I had for two or three months 
conftantly kept my watch ; but came 
always back without any difcovery, 
there having not, in all that time, 
been the leaft appearance, not only on 
or near the /hore, but not on the whole 
ocean, fo far as my eyes or glaffes 
could reach every way. 

As long as I kept up my daily tour 
to the hill, to look out, fo long alfo 
I kept up the vigour of my defign, 
and my fpirits feemed to be all the 
while in a fuitable frame for fo out­
rageous an execution as the killing 
twenty or thirty naked favages, for an 
offence which I had not at all enter­
ed into a difcuflion of in my thoughts, 

any farther than my pa/Hons were at 
firft fired by the horror I conceived at 
the unnatural cuftom of the people of 
that country, who, it feems, had been 
fuffered by Providence, in his wife 
difpofition of the world, to have no 
other guide than that of their own abo­
minable and vitiated palfions; and, 
confequently, were left, and perhaps 
had been for fome ages, to a<51: f'ucfi 
horrid things, and receive fuch dread­
ful cuftoms, as nothing but nature, 
entirely abandoned of Heaven, and 
a<5hiated by fome helli/h degeneracy, 
could have run them into : but now, 
when, as I have faid, I began to be 
weary of the fruitlefs excurfions which 
I had made fo long, and fo far, every 
morning, in vain ; J'o my opinion of the 
a£lion itfelf began to alter; and I be­
gan, with cooler and calmer thoughts, 
to confider what it was I was going 
to engage in ; what authority or call 
I had, to pretend to be judge and 
executioner upon thefe men as crimi­
nals, whom Heaven had thought fit, 
for fo many ages, to fuffer, unpuniHi­
ed, to go on, and to be, as it were, 
the executioners of his judgments up­
on one another; alfo how far thefe 
people were offenders againft me, and 
what right I had to engage in the 
quarrel of that blood, which they 
had /hed promifcuoufly one upon an­
other. I debated this very often with 
myfelf thus : ( How do I know what 
c God himfelf judges in this parti-
c cular cafe ? It is certain thefe peo-
c pie do not commit this as a crime; 
•' it is not againft their own con-
f fciences reproving, or their light re-
« proaching them. They do not know 
' it to be an offence, and then commit 
c it in defiance of Divine Juftice, as we 
' do in almoft all the fins we commit. 
4 They think it no more a crime to 
c kill a captive taken in war, than we 
* do to kill an ox; nor to eat human 
* fle/h, than we do to eat mutton.' 

When I had confidered this a little, 
it followed neceffarily, that I was cer­
tainly in the wrong in it; that thefe 
people were not murderers in the fenfe 
that I had before condemned them in 
my thoughts, any more than thofe 
Chrifti-ans were murderers, who often 
put to death the prifoners taken in bat­
tle, or more frequently, upon many 
occafions, put whole troops of men to 
the fword, without giving quartet, 

though 
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though they threw down their arms 
and lubmitted. 

In the next place, it occurred to me, 
that albeit the ufage they gave one ano­
ther was thus brutilli and inhuman, 
yet it was really nothing to me : thefe 
people had done me no injury} that if 
they attempted me, or I faw it necef-
iary for my immediate preservation to 
fall upon them, fomething might be 
laid for it } but that I was yet out of 
their power, and they had really no 
knowledge of me, and confequently 
no defign upon me ; and therefore it 
could not be juft for me to fall upon 
them: that this would juftify the con­
duit of the Spaniards, in all their bar­
barities pra&ifed in America, where 
they deltroyed millions of thefe peo­
ple ; who, howler they were idolaters 
and barbarians, and had feveral bloody 
and barbarous rites in their cuftams, 
fuch as facrificing human bodies to 
their idols, were yet, as to the Spa­
niards, very innocent people 5 and that 
the rooting them opt of the country is 
fpoken of with the utmoft abhorrence 
and deteftation, even by the Spaniards 
themfelves, at this time, and by all 
other Chriftian nations of Europe, as 
a mere butchery, a bloody and unna­
tural piece of cruelty, unjuftifiable 
either to God or man j and fuch as 
for which the very name of a Spaniard 
is reckoned to be frightful and terrible 
to all people of humanity, or of Chrif­
tian compaflion ; as if the kingdom of 
Spain were particularly eminent for 
the produ£1 of a race of men, who 
were without principles of tendernefs, 
or the common bowels of pity to the 
vniicrable, which is reckoned to be a 
mark of a generous temper in the 
mind. 

Thefe confiderations really put me 
to a paufe, and to a kind of a full 
flop} and I began by little and little 
to be off of my delign, and to conclude 
J had taken wrong meafures in my re-
folutions ro attack the favages; that 
ir was not my bufinefs to meddle with 
them, unlefs they firft attacked me, 
and this it was my bufinefs, if pof­
fible, to prevent } but that, if I were 
difcovered and attacked, then I knew 
my duty. 

Qn the other hand, I argued with 
myfelf, that this really was the way 
not to deliver myfelf, but entirely to 
ruin and deftroy myfelf j for unlefs I 

was fure to kill every one that not only 
fhould be on fhore at that time, but 
that fhould ever come on fhore after­
wards } if but one of them efcaped to 
tell their country-people what had hap­
pened, they would come over again 
by thoufands to revenge the death 
their fellows} and I fhould only bring 
upo* myfelf a certain defti u6Uon, which 
at prelent I had no manner of occafion 
for. 

Upon the whole, J concluded, that, 
neither in principles nor in policy, I 

.ought one way or other to concern my­
felf in this affair : that my bufinefs 
was, by all poffible means, to conceal 
myfelf from them, and not to leave 
the leaft iignal to them to guefs by, 
that there were any living creatures 

.upon the ifland} I me>in, of human 
fhape. 

Religion joined in with this pru­
dential, and I was- convinced now, 
many ways, that I was perfe<5lly out 
of my duty, when I was laying all 
my bloody fchemes for the deftrudlion. 
pf innocent creatures } I mean, inno­
cent as to me : as to the crimes they 
were guilty of towards one another, 
Xi had nothing to do with them; there 
were national punifhment9 to make a 
juft retribution for national offences } 
and to bring publick judgments npon 
thofe who offend in a publick manner, 
by fuch ways as beft, pleafe God. 

This appeared fo clear to me now, 
that nothing was a greater iatisfa&ion 
to me, than that I had not been fuf-
fered to do a thing which I now faw 
fo much reafon to believe would have 
been no lefs a fin, than that of wilful 
murder, if I had committed it 5 and I 
gave moft humble thanks on my knees 
to God, that had thus delivered me 
from blood-guiltinefs; befeeching him 
to grant me the protedUon of his pro­
vidence, that I might not fall into the 
hands of barbarians ; or that I might 
not lay my hands upon them, unlefs 
I had a more clear call from Heaven to 
do it, in defence of my own life. 

In this difpolition I  continued for 
near a year after this } and fo far 
was I from defiring an occafion for 
falling upon thefe wretches, that in 
all that time I never once went up 
the hill to fee whether there were any 
of them in fight, or to know whether 
any of them had been on fhore there 
or not *, that I might not be tempted 

to' 
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to renew any of my contrivances againft 
them, or be provoked by any advan­
tage which might prefent ltfelf, to tall 
upon them : only this I did} I went 
and removed my boat, which I had 
on the other fide the ifland, and car­
ried it down to the eaft-end of the 
•Whole ifland, where I ran it into a 
little cove which I found under fome 
high rocks, and where I knew, by rea­
fon of the currents, the favages durft 
not, at leaft would not, come with 
their boats, upon any account whatfo-
ever. 

With my boat I carried away every 
thing that I had left there belonging 
to her, though not neceffary for the 
bare going thither} viz. a maft and 
fail, which I had made for her, and 
a thing like an anchor, but, indeed, 
which could not be called either anchor 
or grappling j however, it was the belt 
I could make of it's kind. All thefe 
I removed, that there might not be the 
leaft fliadow of any difcovery, or any 
appearance of any boat or of any ha­
bitation upon the ifland. 

Befides this, I kept myfelf, as I 
faid, more-retired than ever, and feldom 
went from my cell, other than upon 
my conftant employment, viz. to milk 
my flie-goats, and manage my little 
flock in the wood ; which, as it was 
quite on the other part of the ifland, 
was quite out of danger: for certain 
ft is, that thefe favage people, who 
fometimes haunted this ifland, never 
came with any thoughts of finding any 
thing here, and confequently never 
wandered off from the coaft ; and I 
doubt not, but they might have been 
feveral times on (bore, after my appre-
henfions of them had made me cau­
tious, as well as before 5 and, indeed, 
I looked back with fome horror upon 
the thoughts of what my condition 
would have been, if I had chopped 
upon them, and been difcovered before 
that, when naked and unarmed, except 
with pne gun, and that loaded often 
only with fmall (hot. I walked every 
where, peeping and peering about the 
ifland, to fee what I could get what 
a furprize fhould I have been in, if, 
when I difcovered the print of a man's 
foot, I had inftead of that feen fifteen 
or twenty favages, and found them 
purfuing me; and, by the fwiftnefs of 
their running, no poflibility of my 
efcaping them ! 

The thoughts of this fometimes funk 
my very foul within me, and djftiefted 
my mind fo much, that I coold not 
foon recover it} to think what! Ihould. 
have done, and how I not only fhould 
not have been ab^e to refill them, but 
e v e n  I h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h a d  p r e f e n c e  o f  
mind enough to do what I might have 
done} much lefs, what now, after 
much confideration and preparation, 
I might be able to do. Indeed, after 
ferious thinking of thefe things, I 
would be very melancholy, and fome­
times it would laft a great while ; but 
I refolved it at laft all into thankfulnefs 
to that Providence which had delivered 
me from fo many unfeen dangers, 
and had kept me from thofe mifchiefs 
which I could no way have been the 
agent in delivering myfelf from $ be-
caufe I had not the leaft notion of any 
fuch thing depending, or the leaft lup-
pofition of it's being poffible. 

This renewed a contemplation,which 
often had come to my thoughts in for­
mer time, when flrlt I began to lee 
the merciful diipofitions of Heaven m 
the dangers we run through in this 
life} how wonderfully we are deliver­
ed when we know nothing of it: how 
when we are in a quandary, (as we call 
it) a doubt or hesitation, whether to 
go this way or that way, a fecret hint 
(hall dire£l us this way, when we in­
tended to go that way } nay, when 
fenfe, our own inclination, and per­
haps bufinefs, has called to go the 
other way, yet a ftrange impreffion* 
upon the mind, from we know not 
what fprings, and by we know not 
what power, fliall over-rule us to go 
this way} and it fhall afterwards ap­
pear, that had we gone that way which 
we would have gone, and even to our 
imagination ought to have gone, we 
fhould have been ruined and loft : upon 
thefe, and many like reflexions, I af­
terwards made it a certain rule with, 
me, that whenever I found thofe lecret 
hints, or preflings of my mind, to do-
ing or not doing any thing that prefent-
edt or to going this way or that way, 
I never failed to obey the fecret dic­
tate } though I knew no other reafon 
for it, than that fuch a preffure, or 
fuch an hint, hung upon my mind. 
I .could give many examples of the 
fuccefs of this condu£l in the couiie of 
my life} but more efpecially in the 
lattef part of my inhabiting this un-
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happy ifland; befides many occafions 
which it is very likely I might have 
taken notice of, if I had feen with the 
lame eyes then that I law with now : 
but it is never too late to he wife; and 
I cannot but advile all conlidering 
inen, whofe lives are attended with 
inch extraordinary incidents as mine, 
or even though not fo extraordinary, 
not to flight fuch fecret intimations of 
Providence, let them come from what 
invillble intelligence they will; that I 
lhall not difcufs, and perhaps cannot 
account for; but certainly they are a 
proof of the converfe of fpirits, and the'' 
lecret communication between thofe 
embodied, and thofe unembodied; and 
fuch a proof as can never be withltood : 
of which I fliall have occalion to give 
fome very remarkable inftances, in the 
remainder of my folitary relidence in 
this difmal place. 

I believe the reader of this will not 
think it ftrange, if I confefs that thefe 
anxieties, thele ccnflant dangers I lived 
in, and the concern that was now upon 
me, put an end to all invention, and 
to all the contrivances, that I had laid 
for my future accommodations and 
conveniences. I had the care of my 
fafety more now upon my hands than 
that of my food. I cared not to drive 
a nail, or chop a flick of wood now, 
for fear the noife I Ihould make Ihould 
be heard ; much lefs would I fire a 
gun, for the lame reafon j and, above 
all, I was very uneafy at making any 
Are, left the fmoke, which is vifible 
at a great diftance in the day, Ihould 
betray me j and for this reafon I re­
moved that part of my bufinefs which 
required fire, fuch as burning of pots 
and pipes, Sec. into my new apart­
ment in the woods,- where, after I 
had been fome time, I found, to my 
unfpeakabie confolation, a mere natu­
ral cave in the earth, which went in a 
vaft way, and where, I dare fay, no 
lavage, had he been at the mouth of 
it, would be fo hardy as to venture in-
nor, indeed, would any man elfe, but 
one who, like me, wanted nothing fo 
much as a fafe retreat. 

The mouth of this hollow was at 
the bottom of a great rock, where, by 
mere accident, (I would fay, if I did 
not fee an abundant reafon to afcribe 
all fuch things now to Providence) I 
was cuttingdown fome thick branches 
©f trees to make charcoal—and* before 

I go on, I muft obferve the reafon of 
my making this charcoal ; which was 
thus. 

I was afraid of making a fmoke a-
bout my habitation, as I laid before: 
jind yet I could not live there without 
aking my bread, cooking my meat, 

«c. fo I contrived to burn fome wood 
here, as I had feen done in England 
under turf, till it became chark, or 
(fry coal ; and then putting the fire 
out, I preferred the coal to carry home, 
and perform the other fervices, which, 
fire was wanting for at home, without 
danger or fmoke. 

But this by the bye. While I was 
cutting down fome wood here, I per­
ceived that behind a very thick branch 
or low brufh-wood, or under-wood, 
there was a kind of" hollow place: I 
was curious to look into it; and get­
ting, with difficulty, into the mouth 
or it, I found it was pretty large, 
that is to fay, fufficient for me to 
ltand upright in, and perhaps another 
with me; but I rhuft confefs to you, 
I made more hafte out than I did in: 
when looking farther into the place, 
winch wasperfe&ly dark, I faw two 
broad finning eyes of fome creature, 
whether devil or man, I knew not, 
which twinkled like two ftars, the dim 
light from the cave's mouth fhining 
directly in, and making the reflexion. 

However, after lome paufe, I re­
covered myfelf, and began to call my. 
? a, tnoufand fools, and tell myfelf, 

that he that was afraid to fee the devil, 
was not fit to live twenty years in an 
illand ail alone, and that I durft to 
believe, there was nothing in this cave 
that was more frightful than myfelf: 
upon this, plucking up my courage, 
I took up a large firebrand, and in I 
ruined again, with the ftick flaming in 
my hand: I had not gone three fteps 
in, but I was ajmoft as much fright­
ened as I was before; for I heard a 
very loud figh, like that of a man in 
lome pam; and it was followed by a s 

roken noile, as if of words half ex-
prefled, and then a deep figh again. 
1 itepped back, and was indeed ftruck 
with fuch a lurprize, that it put me 
into a cold fweat; and if I had had a 
liat on my head, I will not anfwer for 
it, that my hair might not have lifted 
it off. But ftill plucking up my fpi­
rits as well ss f could, and encou­
raging myfelf a little, with cbnfider-
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ing that the power and pre fence of 
God was every where, and was able 
to,protect me; upon this I ftepped 
forward again, and by the light of the 
firebrand, holding it up a little over 
my head, I law lying on the ground 
a molt monftrous frightful old he-goat, 
jufl making his'will; as we fay, gafp-
ing for life, and dyingindeed of mere 
old age. 

I ftirred him a little, to fee if I 
could get him out; and he efiayed to 
get up, but was not able to raife him-
felf: and I thought with myfelf, he 
might q'en lie there; for if he had 
frightened me fp, he would certainly 
fright any of the favages, if any of 
them Ihould be fo hardy as to come in 
there while he had any life in him. 

I was now recovered from my fur-
prize, and began to look round me, 
when I found the cave was but very 
finall; that is to fay, it might be about 
twelve feet over, but in no manner 0/ 
fliape, either round or fquare, no hands 
haying ever been employed in making 
it but thofe of mere nature : I obferved 
alio, that there was a place at the 
farther fide of it that went in farther, 
but fo low, that it required me to creep 
upon my hands and knees to get into 
it; and whither it went, I knew not: 
fo having no candle, I gave it over for 
fome time, but refolved to come again 
the next day, provided with candles and 
a tinder-box, which I had made of the 
lock of one of the mufquets, with iome 
wildfire in the pan. 

Accordingly, the next day, I came 
provided with fix large candles of my 
own making, for I made very good 
candles now of goats tallow; and, go­
ing into this low place, I was obliged 
to creep upon all fours, as I have faid, 
almoft ten yards; which, by the way, 
I thought was a venture bold enough, 
conlidering that I knew not how far 
it might go, 01* what was beyond it: 
when 1 got through the ftrait, I 
found the roof rofe higher up, I be­
lieve near twenty feet; but never was 
fuch a glorious fight feen in the ifland, 
I dare fay, as it was, to look round 
the fides and roof of this vault or cave: 
the walls refle&ed an hundred thoufand 
lights to me from my two candles; 
what it was in the rock, whether dia­
monds, or any other precious ftones, 
or gold, which I rather fuppofed if to 
be, I knew not. 

The place I was in was a molt de­

lightful cavity, or grotto, of it's kind, 
as could be expelled, though perfe&iy 
dark ; the floor was dry and level, -anti 
had a lort of fmall loofe gravel upon 
it; fo that there was no naufeous crea­
ture to be feen ; neither was there any 
damp or wet on the fides of the roof: 
the only difficulty in it was the en­
trance, which, however, as it was a 
place of fecurity, and fuch a retreat 
as I wanted, I thought that was a con­
venience ; fo that I was really rejoiced 
at the difcovery, and refolved* with­
out any delay, to bring fome of ihofe 
things which I was molt anxious about 
to this place; particularly, I refolved 
to bring hither my magazine of pow­
der, and, all my fpare arms, viz. two 
fowling-pieces, (for I had three in 
all) and three mufquets, (for of them 
I had eight in all;) fo I kept at my 
caftle only five, which ftood ready 
mounted, like pieces of cannon, on my 
outmoft fence; and were ready alio to 
take out upon any expedition. 

Upon this occafion of removing my 
ammunition, I was obliged to open the 
barrel of powder which I took up out 
of the fea, and which had been wet; 
and I found, that the water had pene­
trated about three or four inches into 
the powder 011 every fide, which, cak*-
ing and growing hard, had preferved 
the inlkle like a kernel inafliell; fothat 
I hau near fixty pounds of very good, 
powder in the centre of the calk ; and 
this was an agreeable difcovery to me 
at that time; fo I carried ail away 
thither, never keeping above two or 
three pounds of powder with me in my 
caftle, for fear of a furprize of any 
kind. I alio carried thither ail the 
lead I had left tor bullets. 

I fancied myfelf now like one of the 
ancient giants, which were laid to live 
in caves and holes in the rocks, where 
none could come at them ; for 1 per-
luaded myfelf while I was here, if five 
hundred favages were to hunt me, they 
could never find me out, or if thev 
did, they would not venture to attack 
m cohere. 

The old goat, which I found expir­
ing, died in the mouth of the cave, 
the next day after I made this difcove­
ry; and I found it much eafier to dig 
a great hole there, and throw him in 
and cover him with earth, than to 
drag him out J fo I interred him there, 
to prevent olfence to my nofe. 

I was now in my twenty-third year 
M 0f 



93 R OBINSOb 

•of refidcnce in this illand, and was fo 
naturalized to the place, and to the man­
ner of living, that could I have but 
enjoyed the certainty that no lavages 
would come to the place to difturb me, 
I could have been content to have ca­
pitulated for fpending the reft of my 
time there, even to the laft moment, 
till I had laid me down and died, like 
the old goat, in the.cave: I had alfo 
arrived to lome little diverlions and 
amuiements, which made the time pals 
more pleafantly with me a great deal 
than it did before; as, firft, I had 
taught my Pol, as I noted before, to 
ipeak; and he did it fo familiarly, and 
talked fo articulately and plain, that 
it was very pleafant to me 5 and he 
lived with me no lets than lix and twen­
ty years : how long he might live af­
terwards, I knew not; though I know 
they have a notion in the Brazils, that 
they live an hundred years; perhaps 
fome of my Pols may be alive there 
ftill, calling after i Poor Robinfon 
* Cm foe/ to this day: I wifti no En-
glilhman the ill luck to come there and 
hear them; but if he did, he would 
certainly believe it was the devil. My 
dog was a very pleafant and loving 
companion to me for no lefs than fix-
teen years of my time, and then died 
of mere old age ; as for my cats, they 
multiplied, as I have obferved, to that 
degree, that I was obliged to Ihoot fe-
veral of them at firft, to keep them 
from devouring me and all I had; 
but at length, when the two old ones 
I brought with me were gone, and af­
ter fome time continually drivingthem 
from me, and letting them have no 
provifion with me, they all ran wild 
into the woods, except two or three 
favourites, which I kept tame, and 
whole young, when they had any, I 
always drowned ; and thefe were part • 
of my family : befides thefe, I always 
kept two or three houlhold kids about 
me, which I taught to feed out of my 
hand; and I had alfo more parrots, 
which talked pretty well, and would 
all call ' Robin Crufoe/ butnone4ike 
-my firft; nor, indeed, did I take the 
pains with any of them that I had done 
with him : I had alfo feveral tame lea-
fowls, whofe names I -know not, which 
I caught upon the fiiore, and cut their 
wings; and the little ftakes, which I 
had planted before my caftlewall, be­
ing now grown up to a good thick 
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grove, thefe fowls all lived among' 
thefe low trees, and bred there, which 
was very agreeable to me ; fo that, as 
I faid above, I began to be very well 
contented with the life I led, if it 
might but have been fecured from the 
dread of lavages. 

But it was otherwife directed : and 
it might not be amifs for all people 
who lhall meet with my ftory, to make 
this juft obfervation from it; viz. how 
frequently, in the courfe of our lives, 
the evil, which in itfelf we leek molt 
to Ihun, and which, when we are fallen, 
into, is the molt dreadful to us, is 
oftentimes the very means or door of 
our deliverance, by which alone we 
can be railed again from the affliClion 
we are fallen into : I could give many 
examples of this in the courfe of my 
unaccountable life ; but in nothing was 
it more particularly remarkable, than 
in the circumftances of my laft years 
of folitary refidence in this illand. 

It was now the month of December, 
as I faid above, in my twenty-third 
year; and this being the fouthern fol-
Itice, for winter I cannot call it, was 
the particular time of my harveft, and 
required my being pretty much abroad 
in the fields; when going out pretty 
early in the morning, even before it 
was thorough day-light, I was fur-
prized with feeing a light of lome fire 
upon the Ihore, at a diftance from me 
o f  a b o u t  t w o  m i l e s ,  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  
the illand, where*I had obferved fome 
favages had been, as before; bur. not 
on the other fide; but, to my great 
affii&ion, it was 011 my fide ol the 
illand. 

I was, indeed, terribly furprized at 
the fight, and ftopped lliort within my 
grove, not daring to go out, left I might 
be furprized ; and yet I had no more 
peace within, from the apprehenfions 
I had, that if thefe favages, in ramb­
ling over the illand, Ihouid find my 
corn (landing, or cut, or any of my 
works and improvements, they would -
immediately conclude that there were 
people in the place, and would then 
never give over till they found me out. 
In this extremity I went back dire&ly 
to my caltlejandpulled up the ladder af­
ter me, having made all things without 
look as wild and natural* as I could. • 

Then I prepared my'felf within, pufcw 
ting myfetl in a pofture of defence ; £ 
loaded ail my cannon, as I called thenr, 

c - • -> that 
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that is to fay, my mufquets, which 
were mounted upon my new fortifica­
tion, and all my piftols, and refolved 
to defend myfelf to the laftgafp; not 
forgetting ferioufly to recommend my-
lelf to the Divine Prote&ion, andearn-
eftly to pray to God to deliver me out 
of the hands of the barbarians; and in 
this pofture I continued about two hours, 
but began to be mighty impatient for 
intelligence abroad, for I had no fpies 
to fend out. 

After fitting a while longer, and 
muling what I Ihouid do in this cafe, 
I was not able to bear fitting in igno­
rance longer; fo letting up my ladder 
to the fide of the hill, where there was 
a flat place, as I obferved before, and 
then pulling the ladder up after me, I 
fet it up again, and mounted to the 
top of the hill ; and pulling out my 
perfpe&ive-glafs, which I had 'taken 
on purpofe, I laid me down flat on 
my belly on the ground, and began to 
look for the place : I prefently found 
there were no lefs than nine naked la­
vages fitting round a Irnall fire they 
had made ; not to warm them, for they 
had no need of that, the weather being 
extreme hot; but, as I fuppofe, to 
drefs fome of their barbarous diet of 
human flefli, which they had brought 
with them, whether alive or dead I 
could not know. 

They had two canoes with them, 
which they had hauled up upon the 
ihore; and as it was then tide of ebb, 
they feemed to me to wait the return 
of the flood to go away again. It is 
not eafy to imagine what confulion 
this light put me into, efpecially fee­
ing them come on my fide the illand, 
and lb near me too; but when I ob­
ferved their coming muft be always 
with the current of the ebb, I began 
afterwards to be more fedate in my 
mind, being fatisfied that I might go 
abroad with fafety, all the time of 
tide of flood, if they were not on Ihore 
before; and having made this obfer­
vation, I went abroad about my har-
veft-work with the more compofure. 

As I expe&ed, fo it proved ; for as 
foon as the iide made to the weftward, 
I- faw them all take boat, and row (or 
paddle, as we call it) all away: I 
ihouid have obferved, that for an hour 
and more before they went off, they 
went to dancing, and I could eafily 
difcern their pofture s and geftures by 

myglalfes: I could not perceive, by 
my niceft obfervations, but that they 
were ftark-naked, and had not the 
leaft covering upon them; but whe­
ther they were men or women, that I 
could not diftinguilh. 

As foon as I faw them (hipped and 
gone, I took two guns upon my Ihoul-
ders, and two piftols at my girdle, and 
my great fword by my fide without 
a fcabbard ; and with ail the fpeed I 
was able to make, I went away to the 
hill, where I had difcovered the firft 
appearance of all. As foon as I 
got thither, which was not lefs than 
two hours, (for I could not go apace, 
being fo loaded with arms as I was) 
I perceived there had been three ca­
noes more of favages on that place 5 
and looking out farther, I faw they 
were all at lea together, making over 
for the main. 

This was a dreadful fight to me, 
efpecially when going down to the 
Ihore, I could fee the marks of horror-' 
which the difmal work they had been 
about had left behind it; viz. the 
blood, the bones, and part of the fiefh 
of human bodies, eaten and devoured' 
by thofe wretches with'merriment and 
fport. I was fo filled with indignation 
at the fight, that I began now to pre­
meditate the deftru&ion of the next that 
I faw there, let them be who or how 
many loever. 

It feemed evident to me, that the-
vifits which they thus made to this 
illand, were not very frequent; for it 
was above fifteen months before any 
more of them were on Ihore there a-
gain ; that is to fay, I never faw them, 
or any footftens or fignals of them, in 
all that time ; for as to the rainy fea-
fons, then they are fure not to come 
abroad, at leaft not fo far; yet, all 
this while I lived uncomfortably, by 
reafon of the conftant apprehenfions I 
was in of their coming upon me by 
furprize : from whence I obferve, that' 
the expectation of evil is more bitter 
than the fuffering, efpecially if there 
is no room to lhake off that expecta­
tion or thofe apprehenfions. 

During all this time, I was in the 
murdering humour ; and took up molt 
of my hours, which Ihouid have been 
better employed, in contriving how to 
circumvent and fall upon them the 
very next time I Ihouid fee them ; 
efpecially if they Ihouid be divided* 

Ma as 
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as they were the laft time, into two 
parties ; nor did I confider at all, that 
if I killed one party,, fuppofe ten or a • 
dozen, I was hill the next day, or 
week, or month, to kill another, and 
fo another, even ad infinitum, till I 
fhould be at length no lefs a murderer 
than they were in being men-eaters, 
and perhaps much more fo. 

I fpent my days now in great per­
plexity and anxiety of mind, expelling 
that I Ihould, one day or other, fall 
into the hands of thefe mercilefs crea­
tures; if I did at any time venture 
abroad, it was not without looking 
round me with the greateft care and 
caution imaginable; and now I found, 
to my great comfort, how happy it 
was that I had provided a tame flock 
or herd of goats ; for I durft not, up­
on any account, fire my gun, efpe-
cially hear that fide of the ifland where 
they ufualiy came, Is if I fhoul'd alarm 
the fayages ; and if they had fled from 
me now, I was lure to have them come 
back again, with perhaps two or three 
hundred canoes with them in a few 
days, and then I knew what to ex­
pert. 

However, I wore out a year and 
three months more, before I ever faw 
any mare of the favages, and then I 
found them again, as I fhall loon ob-
ferve. It is true, they, might have 
been there once or twice; but either 
they made no flay, or at leaft I did not 
hear them; but in the month of May, • 
as near as I could calculate, and in my 
four and twentieth year, J had a .very 
ftrange encounter with them, of which 
i;i it's place. 

The perturbation of my mind, dur­
ing' this fifteen or fixteen months in­
terval, was very great: I flept unquiet, 
^reamed always frightful dreams, and 
often ftarted out of my fleep in the 
night; in the day great troubles over­
whelmed my mind; in the night I 
dreamed often of killing the fayages, 
and the reafons why I might juftify 
the doing of it. But to wave all this 
for-.a while, it was in the middle of 
May, on tfie 16th day, I think, as 
w^ll as my poor wooden calendar 
would i/eckon ; fori marked all upon 
the poit ftill; I fay, it was on the ifith 
pf May, that it blew a great ftorm of 
W.ind all day, with a great deal of 
lightning and thunder, and a very 
|pyi night was after it. I know not 

what was the particular occaflon of 
it*, but as I was reading in the bible, 
and taken up with 'ferious thoughts 
about my prefent condition, I was fur-
prized with the no'ife of a gun, as I 
thought, fired at lea. ( '  

This was, to be fure, a furprize of 
a quite different nature from any I 
had met with before; for the notions 
this put into my thoughts were quite 
of another kind. I ftarted up in the 
greateft hafte imaginable; and in a 
trice clapped up my ladder to the 
middle place of the rock, and pulled it 
after me, and mounting it the fecon'd 
time, got-to the top of the hill; that 
very moment a flafti of fire bade me 
lift en for "a fecond gun, which, accord­
ingly, in about half a moment, I 
beard, and by the found knew that it 
was from that part of .the fea where I 
was driven out with the current in my 
boat. 

I immediately confidered, that this 
muft be fome fhip in diftrefs, and that 
they had fome comrade, or fome other 
Ihip in company,-and fired thefe guns 
for flgnals of diftrefs, and to obtain 
help. I had this prefence of mind at 
that minute, as to think, that though 
I could not help them, it may be they 
might help me ; Co I brought together 
all the dry wood I could get at hand, 
and making a good handfome pile> I 
fet it on fire upon- the hill; the wood 
was dry, and blazed freely, and though 
the wind blew very hard, yet it burnt 
fairly out, fo that I was certain, if 
there was any fuck thing as a fliip, 
they mult need fee it, and no doubt 
they did ; for as fa on as ever my fire 
blazed up, I heard another gun, and 
after that feveral others, all from the 
lame quarter. I plied my fire all 
night long, till day broke; and when 
it was broad day, and the air cleared 
up, I law fomething at a great dif-
tance at fea, full eaft of the ifland, 
whether a fail, or an hull, I could not 
diftinguilh, no not with my glafles, 
the diftance was fo great, and the wea­
ther ftiil fomething hazy alfo ; at leaft 
it was fo out at fea. 

I iooked frequently at it all that 
day, and foon perceived that it did not 
move ; fo I presently concluded, that 
it was a Ihip at anchor; and being 
eager, you may be fure, to be fatisfied, 
I took my gun in my hand, and ran 
towards the fouth-eaft fide of the 
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ifland, to the rocks, where I had been 
formerly carried away with the cur­
rent; and getting up there, the weather 
by this time being perfectly clear, I 
could plainly fee, to mv great lofrow, 
the wreck ot a Ihip caft away in the 
night upon thofe concealed rocks which 
I found when I was out in my boat; 
and which rocks, as they checked the 
violence of the ftreani, and made a kind 
of counter-ftream or eddy, were the 
occafion of my recovering then from 
the moft defperate, hopelefs condition 
that ever I had been in in all my life. 

Thus, what is one man's fafety, is 
another man's deftriuSlion ; for it feems, 
thefe men, whoever they were, being 
out of their knowledge, and the rocks 
being wholly under water, had been 
driven upon them in the night, the 
wind blowing hard at E. and E. N. E. 
Had they feen the ifland, as I muft 
neceffarily fuppofe they did not, they 
muft, as I thought, have endeavoured 
to have faved themfelves on fhore by 
the help of their boat; but their firing 
of their guns for help, efpecially when 
they faw, as I imagined, my fire, filled 
me with many thoughts. Firft, I ima­
gined, that, upon feeing my' light, 
they might have put themlelves into 
their boat, and have endeavoured to 
make the fhore; but that the fea-goings 
very high, they might have been calf 
away ; other times I imagined, that 
they might have loft their boat before, 
as might be the cafe many ways; as 
particularly, by the breaking of the fea 
upon their Ihip, which many times 
obliges men to ftave or take in pieces 
their boat, and fometimes to throw it 
overboard with their own hands: other 
times I imagined, they had fome other 
ihip or fliips in company, who, upon 
the* fignals of diftrefs they had made, 
had taken them up, and carried them 
off: other whiles I fancied, they were 
ail gone off to fea in their boat, and 
being hurried away by the current that 
I had been formerly in, were carried 
put into the great ocean, where there 
was nothing but mifery and perifliing; 
and that perhaps they might by this 
time think of ftarving, and of being 
;n a condition to eat one another. 

As all thefe were but conjeftures at 
beft, fo, in the condition I was in, I 
could do no more than look upon the 
rnifery of the poor men, and pity them ; 
>'hich had ftill this good effect on my 

fide, that it gave me more and more 
caufe to give thanks to God, who had 
fo happiiv and comfortably provided 
for me in' my de folate condition ; and 
that of two fhips companies who were 
now caft away upon this part of the 
world, not one life fiiould be fpareft 
but mine. I learned here again to 
obferve, that it is very rare, that the 
providence of God cafts us into any 
condition of life lo lbw, or any mifery 
fo great, but we may iee fomething or 
other to be thankful for, and /nay fee 
others in worle circumftances than our 
own. 

Such certainly was the cafe of thefe 
men, of whom I could not lo much as 
fee room to fuppofe any of them were 
faved; nothingcouid make it rational, 
fo much as to wifii or expeft that they 
did not all perifh there, except the 
poflibility only of their being taken 
up by another (hip in company: and 
this was but mere poflibility indeed; 
for I faw not the leaft fignai or appear­
ance of any fucli thing. 

I cannot explain, by any poflible 
energy of words, what a ftrange long­
ing, or hankering of defire, I felt in 
my foul upon this fight; breaking out 
fometimes thus: 4 O that there had 
4 been but one or two, nay, or but one 
4 foul faved out of the (hip, to have 
4 efcaped to me, that I might but have 
4 had one companion, one fellow-crea-
4 ture, to have fpoken to me, and to, 
4 have converted with T In all the time 
of my folitary life, I never felt lo ear-
neft, fo ftrong a defire after the fociety 
of my fellow-creatures, or lb deep a 
regret at the want of it. 

There are fome Tecret moving fprings 
in the affe&ions, which, when they 
are fet a going by forqe obje6l in view, 
or be it lbme obje6l though not in view, 
yet rendered prefent to the mind by the 
power of imagination, that motion 
carries out the foul by it's impetuofity 
to fuchi violent, eager embracing* of 
the ohjeft, that the abfence of it is in-
luppoi table. 

Such were thefe earneft wifilings, 
that but one man had heen faved I 4 O 
4 that it had been but one !' I believe 
I repeated the words, 4 O that it had 
4 been but one!' a thou land times; 
and my defires were fo moved by it, 
that when I fpoke the words, my hands 
would clench together, and my fingers 
prefs the palms of my hands, that if I 

bad 
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had had any loft thing in my hand, it quantity of bread, a great pot for fre/h' 
would have .crufhed it involuntarily} water, a compafs to fteer by, a-bottle* 
and my teeth in my head would ftrike of rum, (for I had (til] a great deal of 
together, and fet againft one another fo- that left) a bafket full of raifins ; and 
ftrong, that for lome time I could not thus loading myfelf with every thing 
part them again. neceffary, I went down to my boat,? 

Let the naturalifts explain .tbefe got the water out of her, and got ber­
things, and the reafon and manner of afloat, loaded all my cargo in her, an<h 
them: all I can fay of them is, to then went home again for more: my. 
dcfcribe the fa&, which was ever lur- fecond cargo was a great bag full of, 
prizing to me when I found it, though rice, the umbre)l«^ to letup over my 
I knew not from what it fhould pro- head for fhade, another large pot full 
ceed 5 it was doubtlefs the effects of of frefh water, and about two dozen 
ardent wifhes, and of ftrong ideas of my fin all loaves, or barley cakes,., 
formed in my mind, realizing thecom- more than before, with a bottle of 
fort which the conversation of one of goat's milk, and a cheefe} all, which, 
my fellow-chriftians would have been with great labour and fweat, I brought! ? 
tome. to my boat} and praying to God to, 

But it was- not to be} either their direct my voygge, I put out, and 
fate or mine, or both, forbad it} for rowing or paddling the canoe, along,', 
till the laft year of my being on this the. fhore, I came at 1 ail to the utmoft 
ifland, I never knew whether any. point of the ifland, on that fide}, viz; 
were faved out of that iliip or no } and N. E. And now I was to launch 
had only tire a filiation, foine days after, out into - the ocean, and either to yen-
to fee the corpfe of a drowned boy ture or4 not to venture} I looked 
come on (here, at the end of the ifland, the rapid currents which ran conftantly 
which was next the fhipwreck : he on both fldes of the ifland, at a diftance,. 
Ivad on no clothes, but; a Teaman's apd which were very terrjble to me,: 
waittcoat, ,a:palr iaf open;kneed linen from the remembrance of the hazard Jr 
drawers, and a blue linen fhirt; but IIJKI been in before, and.my heart be-
nothing to dfce&Jnre fo much as to ggn to fail me* for-I forefaw, that if' 
guefs what nation he was of; He had' I was driven into, either of thofe our-
nothing in his pocket but two pieces1 rents, I fhould be carried a vaft wayr 

of eight> and a tobacco-pipe} the laft out to fea, and perhaps out of' my 
was to me of ten times more value' raach, or fight of the ifland again} apd 
thari the firft. th^t then, as my boat was but fmall, 

It was now calm, and I had a great if any little gale of wind fhould rife, I 
mind to venture out in my boat to this fhould be inevitably loft, 
wreck, not doubting but I might find Thefe thoughts fo oppreffed my 
fo me thing on board, that might be mind, that I began to give over my 
ufeful to me; but that did not altoge-i enterprize, and having hauled myboat 
ther prefs me fo much, as the poiiibi- i^toa littlecreek, on tiiefhore, I ftepped 
lity that there might be yet fo.me living opt, and fat me down upon a fittJe 
creature on board, whole life I might fpot of riling ground, very penfive and 
not only lave, but might, by favipg. anxious, between fear and define 
that life, comfort my-own to the iaft about my voyage; when, as I was 
degree. And this thought clung, fo muling, I could perceive that the tide 
to my heart, that I could not be was turned, and the flood came on, 
quiet, night nor day, but I muft upon which my going was for fo many 
venture out in my boat on board this hours impracticable: upon this it pre-
wreck ; and committing the reft to fently occurred to me, that I fhould go 
God's providence, I thought the im- up to the higheft piece of ground I 
preffion was fo ftrong upon my mind, could find, and obferve, if I could, 
that it could not be refilled, that it muft how the fets of the tide pi- currents lay, • 
come from fome invifible direction, and when the flood came in, that I might 
that I fhould be wanting to myfelf if judge whether, if I was driven one way 
I did not go. out, I might not expe& to be driven1 

Under the power of this impreflion,. another way home, with the fame ra-
I haftened back to my caftle, prepared pidnefs of the currents. This thought-
every thing for my voyage, tqok a was no fooner in my head* but J call 
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-#ny eye upon a little hill which fufti-
ciently overlooked the fea both ways, 
and from whence I had a clear view of 
the currents, or fets ol the tide, and 
Which way I was to guide myfelf in my 
•return. Here I found, that 3S the 
-current of the ebb fet out elofe by the 
jfouth point of the ifland, fo the current 
of the flood fet in clofebythe fhore of 
the north fide ; and that I had nothing 
to do but to keep to the north of the 
ifland in my return, and I fhould do 
well enough. 

Encouraged with this obfervation, I 
refolved the next morning to fet out with 
the firftof the tide ; and repofing my­
felf for that night in the canoe, under 
the great watch-coat I mentioned, I 
launched out : I made firft a little cut 
to fea full north, till I began to feel 
the benefit of the current, which fet 
eaftward, and which carried me at a 
great rate, and yet did not fo hurry me 
as the fouthern-fide current had done 
before, and fo as to take from me all 
government of the boat; but having a 
ftrong fteerage with my paddle, I went, 
I fay, at a great rate, directly for the 
wreck, and in lefs than two hours I 
came up to it. 

It was a difmal fight to look at: 
the fhip, which by it's building was 
-Spanifh, ftuck fall, jammed in between 
two rocks ; all the ftern and quarter of 
her was beaten to pieces with tiie fea; 
and as her forecaftle, which ftruck in 
the rocks, had run on with great vio­
lence, her main-maft and fore-maft 
were brought by the board, that is to 
fay,'broken fhort off; but her bow-
fprit was found, and the head and bow 
-appeared firm: when I came clofe to 
her, a dog appeared upon her; which, 
feeing me coming, yelped and cried, 
and as foon as I called him, jumped 
into the fea, to come to-me; and I 
took him into the boat, but found him 
almoft dead for hunger and thirft : I 
gave him a cake of my bread, and he 
eat like a ravenous wolf, that had been 
ftarving a fortnight in the lhow; I 
then gave the poor creature fome hefli 
water, with which, if I would have 
let him, he would have burft himfelf. 

After this I went on board: tire 
'firft fight I met with, was two men 
drowned in the cook-room, or fore­
caftle of the fhip, with their arms faft 
about one another. I concluded, as 
is indeed probable, that when the Ihip 

ftruck, it being in a fiorm, the fea 
broke fo high, and fo continually over 
her, that the men were not able to 
bear -it, and were ftrangled with the 
icon ft ant rufhing in of the water, as 
much as if they had been under water: 
befides the dog, there was nothing left 
in the fhip that had life, nor any goods 
that I could fee, but what were fipoil-
ed by the water : there were fome 
caiks of liquor, whether wine or bran ­
dy, I knew not, which lay lower in 
the hold, and which, the water being 
ebbed out, I could fee; but they were 
too big to meddle with. I.faw feveral 
chefts, which I believed belonged to 
fome of the feamen, and I got two of 
them into the boat, without examining 
what was in them. 

Had the ftern of the fhip been fixed, 
and the fore-part broken off, I am per-
fuaded I might have made a good voy­
age ; for by what I found in thefe two 
chetts, I had room to fuppofe the fhip 
had a great deal of wealth on board; and 
if I may guefs by the courfe fhe fteered, 
fhe muft have been bound from the 
Buenos Ay-res, or the Rio de la Plata, 
in the fouth part of America, beyond 
the Brazils, to the Havannah, in the 
Gulph of Mexico, and fo perhaps to 
Spain: fhe had, no doubt, a great 
treafure in her, but of no ufe at that 
time to any body ; and what became 
of the reft of her people I then knew 
not. 

I found, befides tbefe cbefts, a little 
cafk full of liquor, of about twenty 
gallons, which I got into my boat 
with much difficulty : there were feve­
ral mufquets in a cabin, and a great 
powder-Lorn, with about four pounds 
of powder in it; as for the mufquets, 
I had no occafion for them, fo I left 
them, but took the powder-horn: I 
took a fire-fhovel and tongs, .which I 
wanted extremely ; as „aifo two little 
brafs kettles, a copper .pot to make 
chocolate, and a gridiron ; and with 
this cargo, and the dog, J came away, 
the tide beginning to make home again; 
and the fame evening, about an hour 
.within night, I reached the ifland 
again, weary and fatigued to the laft 
degree. 

I repofed that night in the boat, and 
in the morning I refolved to harbour 
what I had gotten in my new cave, 
not to carry it home to my caftle: 

-after rafrefhing -1- got all my 
cargo 



cargo on fhore, and began to examine 
the particulars :  the of liquor I 
found to be a kind of rum, but not 
fuch as we had at the Brazils ; and, in 
a word, net at all good ; but when I 
came to open the chefts, I found feve-
ral things which I wanted : for ex­
ample, I found in one a fine cafe of 
bottles, of an extraordinary kind, and 
filled with cordial waters, fine, and 
very good ; the bottles held about 
three pints each, and were tipped with 
filver. I found two pots of very good 
fiuccades, or fweetmeats^. fo fattened 
alfo on the top, that the falt-water 
had not hurt them ; and two more of 
the fame, which the water had fpoil-
cd. I found fome very good Ihirts, 
which were very welcome to me, and 
about a dozen and a half of white 
linen handkerchiefs and coloured 
neckcloths ; the former were alio very 
welcome, being exceeding refreftiing 
to wipe my face in a hot day ; belides 
this, When I came to the till in the 
chefts, I found there three great bags of 
pieces of eight, which held about ele­
ven hundred pieces in all ;  and in one 
of them, wrapt up in a paper, fix dou­
bloons of gold, and fome fmall bars 
or wedges of gold : I fuppofe thfcy 
might all weigh near a pound. 

The other cheft I found had fome 
clothes in it, but of little value : but 
by the circum fiances it 111 it ft have be­
longed to the gunner's mate ; though 
there was no powder in it, but about 
two pounds of glazed powder in the 
three flalks, kept, I luppole, for charg­
ing their fowling-pieces on occafion : 
upon the whole, I got very little by 
this voyage, that was of much ufe to 
ire; for, as to the money, I had no 
manner of occafion for it; it was to 
me as the dirt under my feet; and I 
would have given it all for three or 
four pair of Englifh (hoes and fiock-
ings, which were things I greatly 
wanted, but had not had on my feet 
now for many years: I had, indeed, 
gotten two pair of Ihoes now, which I 
took off of the feet of the two drown­
ed men, whom I faw in the wreck; 
and I found two pair more in one of 
the chefts, which were very welcome 
to me, but they were not like our 
Englifh fhoes, either for eafe or fer-
vice, being rather what we calf pumps 
than fhoes. I found in this Teaman's 
cheft about fifty pieces of eight in.roy-
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als, but no gold f I fuppofe this be* 
longed to a poorer man than the other, 
which, feemed .to belong to fome of­
ficer. r 

Well, however, I lugged this rtio-
ney home to my cave, and laid it up, 
as I had done that before, which I 

.brought from our own fhip; but it was 
great pity, as I faid, that the other 
part of the fhip had not come to my 
fhare ; for I am fatisfied I might h^ve 
loaded my canoe feveral times over with 
money, which, if I had ever efcaped 
to England, would have lain here fafe 
enough till I might have come again 
and fetched it. 

Having now brought all my things 
on fhore, and fecured them, I went 
back to my boat, and rowed or pad­
dled her along the fhore to her old 
harbour, where I laid her up, and made 
the beft of my way to my old habi­
tation, where I found every thing lafc 
and quiet; fo I began to repofe my-
felf, live after my old fafhion, and 
take care of my family affairs ; and, 
for a while, I lived eal'y enough ; on­
ly that I was more vigilant than I 
ufed to be, looked out oftener, and 
did not go abroad fo much ; and if at 
any time I did ftir with any freedom, 
it was always to the eaft part of the 
ifland, where I was pretty well fatis-
fied the favages never came, and where 
I could go without fo many precau­
tions, and fuch a load of arms and 
ammunition as I always carried .with, 
me if X went the other way. 

I lived in this condition near two 
years more ; but my unlucky head, 
that was always to let me know it 
was born to make my body miferable, 
was all thofe two years filled with pro-
jeXs and deligns, how, if it were 
pofilble, I might get away from this 
ifland ; forfometimes I was for mak­
ing another voyage tothewreck, though 
my reafon told me that there was no­
thing left there worth the hazard of 
my voyage: fometimes for a ramble 
one way, fometimes another ; and I 
believe verily, if I had had the boat 
that I went from Saliee in, I fihould 
have ventured to lea, bound any where, 
I knew, not whither. 

I have been, in all my circumftances, 
a memento to thofe who are touched 
with that general plague of mankind, 
whence, for apght I know, one half 
of their miferies flow ; I mean, that 
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of not being fatisfied* with the ft$ Ion I had before, -but was not at all 
wherein God and nature hath placed the richer; for I had no more ufe for 
therp; for, not to look back upon my it, than the Indians of Peru had be-
primitive condition, and the excellent fore the Spaniards came thither, 
advice of my father, the oppofition to It was one of the nights in the rainy 
which was, as I may call it, my ori- feafon in March, the four and twen-
ginal fin, my fubfequent miftakes of tieth year of my firft letting foot in 
the fame kind have been the means of this ifland of folitarinefs, I was lying 
my coming into this miferable con- in my bed, or hammock* awake, very 
dition ; for had that Providence, which well in health, had no pain, no dif-
fo happily had feated me at the Bra- temper, no uneafinefs of body, no, 
zils, as a planter, biefled me with nor any uneafinefs of mind more than 
confined defires, and could I have been ordinary, but could by no means clofe 
contented to have gope on gradually, my eyes; that is, fo as to fleep; no, 
I might have been by this time, I not a wink all night long, otherwife 
mean in the time of my being on this than as follows. 
ifland, one of the moft considerable It is as impoflible as neediefs, to 
planters in the Brazils; nay, I am fet down the innumerable crowd of 
perfuaded, that by the improvements thoughts that whirled through that 
1 had made in that little time I lived great thoroughfare of the brain, the me-
there, and the increafe I fiiould pro- mory, in this night's time : I ran over 
bably have made, if I had ftayed, I the whole hiftory of my life in minia-
might have been worth an hundred ture, or by abridgement, as I may call 
thoufand moidores; and what bufinefs it, to my coming to this ifland; and alfo 
had I to leave a fettled fortune, well of that part of my iife fince I came to 
flocked plantation, improving and in- this ifland; in my reflexions upon the 
creafipg, to turn fupercargo to Gui- ftate of my cafe, fince I came on fhore 
nea, to fetch Negroes, when patience on this ifland, I was comparing the 
and time would have fo increased our happy pofture of my affairs, in the 
flock at home, that we could have firft years of my habitation here, to 
bought them at our own doors, from that-courfe of anxiety, fear, and care, 
thofe whofe bufinefs it was to fetch which I had lived in ever fince I had 
them ? And though it had coft us feen the print of a foot jn the fand; 
fomething more, yet the difference of not that I did not believe the favages 
that price was by no means worth fav- had frequented the ifland even all the 
ing at fo great a hazard. while, and might have been feveral 

But as this is ordinarily the fate of hundred of them at times on fhore 
young heads, fo refleXion upon the there; but as I had never know it, 
folly o f  it is as ordinarily the exercife and was incapable of any apprehen-
of more yearS, or of the dear bought fions about it, my fatisfaXion was 
experience of time ; and fo it was with perfeX, though my danger was the 
me now; and yet fo deep had the mif- fame; and I was as happy ia not 
take taken root in my temper, that I knowing my danger, as if I had ne-
tould not fatisfy myfelf in my ftation, yer really been expofed to it; this fur-
but was continually.poring upon the nifhed my thoughts with many very-
means and poffibility of my efcape profitable refleXions, and particularly 
from this place; and that I may, with this one: 4 How infinitely good that 
the greater pleafu re to the reader, bring 'Providence is, which has "fettled in. 
on the remaining part of my ftory, it '  it's government of mankind fuch nar-
may not be improper to give fome ac- 4 row bounds to his light and know-
count of my firft conceptions on the * ledge of things ; and though he walks. 
fubjeX of this foolifh fcheirie for my 4 in the midft of fo many thoufanddan-
efcape, and how and upon what foun- 4 gerS, the fight of which, if difcovered 
dation I aXed. 4 to him, would diftraX his mind* and 

I am now to be fuppofed to be re- 4 fink his fpirits, he is kept ferene and 
tired into my csftle, after niy late voy- 4 calm, by having the events of things 
age to the wreck, my frigate laid up, 4 hid from his eyes, and knowing no-
and fecured undei^ water as ufual* ahd 4 thing of the dangers which furrouad 
iny condition reftored to what it was 4 him.' 
before: I had more wealth* indeed, than After tkefe thoughts had fox fome 
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time entertained me, I came to refleCl 
ferioufly upon the real danger I had 
been in for fo many years in this very 
ifland ; and how I had walked about 
in the greateft fecurity, and with all 
poflible tranquillity, even when per­
haps nothing but a brow of an hill, 
a great tree, or the cafual approach of 
night, had been between me and the 
worft kind of deftru&ion ; viz. that 
of falling into the hamls of canibals 
and favages, who would have feized 
on me with the fame view as I did on 
a goat or a turtle, and have thought it 
ho more a crime to kill and devour me, 
than I did of a pigeon or a curlieti 5 
I (hould unjuftly (lander myfelf, it 
I {hould fay I was not fincerely thank­
ful to my Great Preferver, to whofe 
fingular prote&ion I acknowledged, 
with great humility, that all thele un­
known deliverances were due, and 
without which I (hould inevitably 
have fallen into their mercilefs hands. 

When ihefe thoughts were over, 
my head was for fome time taken up 
in' conlidering the nature of thefe 
wretched creatures; 1 mean, the fa­
vages ; and how it came to pafs in the 
world, that the Wile Governor of all 
things (hould give up any of his crea­
tures to fuch inhumanity, nay, to 
lbmething fo much below even bruta­
lity itfelf, as to devour it's own kind: 
but as this ended in fome (at that time 
fruitlefs) fpeculations, it occurred to 
me to enquire what part of the world 
thefe wretches lived in; how far oft 
the coaft was from whence they came ; 
what they ventured fo far from home 
for; what kind of boats they had; 
and' why I might not order myfelf, 
and my bufinefs fo, that I might be as 
able to' go over thither, as they were to 
come to me. 

I never fo much as troubled myfelf 
to confider, what I (hould do with 
myfelf when I came thither ; what 
fhould become of me, if I fell into the 
hands of the favages ; or how I (hould 
efcape from them, if they attempted 
me; no, nor fo much as how it was 
poflible for me to reach the coaft, and 
not be attempted by fome or other of 
them, without any poflibility of deli­
vering myfelf; and if I (hould not fall 
into their hands, what I (hould do for 
provifion, or whither I (hould bend 
my courfe; none of thefe thoughts, I 
fay, fo much as came in my way; but 

my 'blind was wholly bent upon the 
notion of my pafling over in my boat 
to the main land : I looked back upon 
my prelent condition, as the moft mi-
ferable that could poflibly be; that I 
was not able to throw myfelf into any 
thing but death that could be called 
worfe; that if I reached the fhore of the 
main, I might, perhaps, meet with re­
lief; or I might coaft along, as I did on 
the (hore of Africa, till I came to fome 
inhabited country, and where I might 
find fome relief, and after all, perhaps, 
I might fall in with l'ome Chriftian 
(hip that might take me in ; and if the 
worft came to the worft, I could but 
die, which would put an end to all 
thele miferies at once. Pray note, all 
this was the fruit of a dilfurbed mind, 
an impatient temper, made, as it were, 
delperate by the long continuance of 
my troubles, and the difappoirttments 
I had met in the wreck I had been on 
board of, and where I had been fo 
near the obtaining of what I fo e^rn-
ellly longed for, viz. fomebody tofpeak 
to, and to learn fome knowledge from, 
of the place where I was, and of the 
probable means of my deliverance : I 
fay, I was agitated wholly by thefe 
thoughts. All my calm of mind in 
my refignation to Providence, and 
waiting the iffiie of the difpofitions of 
Heaven, feemed to be fufpended; and 
I had, as it were, no power to turn 
my thoughts toany thing, but the pro­
ject of a voyage to the main, which 
came upon me with fuch force, and 
fuch an impetuofity of defire, that k 
was not to be refilled. 

When this had agitated my thoughts 
for two hours or more, with fuch vio­
lence, that it fet my very blood into a 
ferment, and my pulfe beat as high as 
if I had been in a fever, merely with 
the extraordinary fervour of my mind 
about it; nature, as if I had been fa­
tigued and exhaufted with the very 
thought of it, threw me into a found 
deep: one would have thought I fhould 
have dreamed oT it; but I did not, nor 
of any thing relating to it; but I 
dreamed, that as I was going out in 
the morning, as ufual, from my caftle, 
I law upon the (hore two canoes, 
and eleven favages coming to land, 
and that they brought with them an­
other favage, whom they were going to 
kill, in order to eat hirn; when, on a 
fudden, the favage that they were 

going 
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going to kill jumped away, and ran 
for his life; then I thought in my 
fieep, that he came running into my 
little thick grove, before my forti­
fication, to hidehimfelf; and that I, 
feeing him alone, and not perceiving 
that the others fought him that way, 
(hewed myfelf to him, and fmiling 
upon him, encouraged him : that he 
kneeled down to me, feeming to pray 
me to aflift him ; upon which I (hewed 
my ladder, made him go up it, and 
carried him into my cave, and he be­
came my fervant; and that as foon as 
I had gotten this man, I faid to my­
felf, * Nojsf I may certainly venture 
* to the main land ; for this fellow 
* will ferve me as a pilot, and will 
'  tell me what to do, and whither to 
f go for provifions, and whither not 
4 to go for fear of being devoured; 
f what places to venture into, and 
'  what to efcape.' I waked with this 
thought, and was under fuch inexpref-
fible impredions of joy at the pro-
fpecl of my efcape in my dream, that 
the difappointments which I felt upon 
coming to myfelf, and finding it was 
no more than a dream, were equally 
extravagant the other way, and threw 
me into a very great deje&ion of 
fpirit. 

Upon this, however, I made this 
conclufion ; that my only way to go 
about an attempt for an elcape, was, 
if poflible, to get a favage in my pof-
(eflion ; and, if poflible, it (hould be 
one of their prifoners whom they had 
condemned to be eaten, and (hould 
bring hitherto kill; but thefe thoughts 
ftill were attended with this difficulty, 
that it was impoffible to efteCl this, 
without attacking a whole caravan of 
them, and killing them all ; and this 
was not only a very defperate attempt, 
and might mifcarry; but, on the other 
hand, I had greatly fcrupled the law-
fulnefs of it to me, and my heart 
trembled at the thoughts of (hedding 
fo much blood, though it was for my 
deliverance : I need not repeat the ar­
guments which occurred tomeagainft 
this, they being the fame mentioned 
before; but though I had other rea-
fons to offer now ; viz. that thofe men 
were enemies to my life, and would 
devour me, if they could; that it was 
felf-prelervation, in the highell degree, 
to deliver myfelf from this death of a 
life, and was ailing in my own de­

fence, as much as if they were actual­
ly aflaulting me, and the like ; I fay, 
though thefe things argued for it, yet 
the thoughts of (hedding human blood 
for my deliverance were very terrible 
to me, and fuch as I could by no 
means reconcile myfelf to a great 
while. 

However, at laft, after many fecret 
difputes with myfelf, and after great 
perplexities about it (for all thefe argu­
ments, one way and another, llrug-
gled in my head a long time) the 
eager prevailing defire of deliverance 
at length maftered all the reft ; and I 
refolved, if poflible, to get one of 
thefe favages into my hands, coft what 
it would : my next thing then was to 
contrive how to do it; and this, in­
deed, was very difficult to refoive on ; 
but as I could pitch upon no probable 
means for it, fo I 1 efolved to put my­
felf upon the watch, to fee them when 
they came on (hore, and leave the reft 
to the event, taking fuch meafures as 
the opportunity (hould prefent, let it 
be what it would. 
With thefe refolutions in my thoughts, 

I fet myfelf upon the fcout, as often 
as poflible, and indeed fo often, till I 
was heartily tired of it; for it was 
above a year and a half that I waited, 
and for a great part of that time went 
out to the weft end, and to the fouth-
weft corner of the ifland, almoft every 
day, to fee the canoes, but none apT 
peared: this was very difcouraging, 
and began to trouble me much ; though 
I cannot fay that it did in this cafe as 
it had done fome time before that, viz. 
wear off the edge of my defire to the 
thing; but the longer it feemed to be 
delayed, the more eager I was for it: 
in a word, I was not at fidt more 
careful to (hun the fight of thefe fa­
vages, and avoid being feen by them, 
than I was now eager to be upon 
tliem. 

Befides, I fancied myfelf able to 
manage one, nay, two or three la­
vages, if I had them, fo as to make 
them entirely (laves to me, to do what­
ever I (hould direCl them, and to pre­
vent their being able at any time, tp 
do me any hurt. It was a great while 
that I pleafed mylelf with this affair, 
but nothing ftill prefen ied ; all m\ fan­
cies and fchemes came-to nothing, for 
no favages came near me for a great 
while. 

N z Abouj. 
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About a year and a half after I had 
entertained thefe notions, and, by long 
muling, had, as it^were, refolved them 
all into nothing, for want ot an oc-
cafion to put them in execution, I was 
furprized one morning early, with fee­
ing no lefs than five canoes all on ftiore 
together, on my fide the iflfind, and 
the people who belonged to them all 
landed, and out of my fight: the num­
ber of them broke all my meafures ; 
for feeing fo many, and knowing that 
they always came four, or fix, or fome-
times more, in a boat, I could not tell 
•what to think of it, or how to take 
my meafures to attack twenty or thir­
ty men fingle handed; fo I Jay ftill in 
yny'caftle, perplexed, and difcomfort-
ed ; however, I put myfelf into ajl 
the fame pollutes for an attack that I 
had formerly provided, and was juft 
ready for a&ion, if any thing nad 
prefenved: having waited a good while, 
Jiftening to hear if they made any noife, 
at length being very impatient, I let 
my guns at the foot of my ladder, and 
clambered up to the top of the hill by 
•my two ftages, as ufual; Handing fo, 
however, that my head did not appear 
above the hill ; fo that they could -not 
perceive me by any means : here I ob* 
fierved, by the help of my perfpeClive-
glafs, that they were no lefs than thir­
ty in number, that they had a fire kind­
led, and that they had had meat drefl-
td ; how they cooked it, that I know 
rot, or what it was 5 but they were all 
dancing, in I know not how many 
barbarous geftures and figures, their 
own way, round the fire. 

When I was thus looking on them, 
I pei ceived by my perfpe&ive two mi­
serable wretches dragged from the 
boats, where, it feems, they were laid 
by, and were now brought out for the 
Slaughter. I perceived one of them im­
mediately fall, being knocked down, 
1 fuppofe, with a club or wooden 
fword, for that was their way ; and 
two or three others were at work im­
mediately, cutting him open for their 
cookery, while the other vi&im was 
left {landing by himfelf, till they fhould 
be ready for him: in that very mo-
ment, ithis poor wretch feeing himfelf 
a little at liberty,- nature infpiied him 
with hopes of life, and he darted a-
way from them, and ran with incre-
tfible fwiftnefs alerig' the fands, direCl-
jy towards me; I mean, towards that 

part of the coaft where my habitation 
was. 

I was dreadfully frighted (that I 
mull acknowledge) when I perceived 
him to run my way; and efpecially 
when, as I thought, I law him puiv 
fued by the whole body; and now I 
expe&ed that part of my dream was 
coming to pafs, and that he would 
certainly take Ihelter in my grove 5 
but I could not depend, by any means, 
upon my dream for the rell of it; viz. 
that the other favages would notrpur-
fue him thither, and find him there 3 
however, I kept my llation, and my 
ipirits began to recover, when I found 
that there were not above three men 
that followed him; and ftill more was 
I encouraged, when I found that he 
outftript them exceedingly in running, 
a n d  g a i n e d  g r o u n d  o f  t h e m ,  f o  t h a t  i j  
he could but hold it for half an hour, 
I faw eaiily he would fairly get away 
from them all. 

There was between them and my 
caflle the creek, which I mentioned 
often at the firft part of my (lory, when 
I landed my cargoes out of the (hip ; 
and this I knew he muft necelfarily 
fwim over, or the poor wretch would 
be taken there: but when the favage 
efcaping came thither, he made no­
thing of it, though the tide was then 
up ; but plunging in, fwam through 
in about thirty ftrokes, or thereabouts^ 
landed, and ran on with exceeding 
llrength and fwiftnefs : when the three 
purifiers came to the creek, I found 
that two of them could fwim, but the 
third could not, and that he, (landing 
on the other fide, looked at the other, 
but went no farther, and loon after 
went foftJy back again : which, as it 
happened, was very well for him in 
the main. 

v I obferved that the two who fwam, 
were yet more than twice as long 
fwimming over the creek than the 
fellow was that fied from them : it 
eame now very warmly upon my 
thoughts, and indeed irrefiftibly, that 
now was my time to get me a fervant, 
and perhaps a companion or affjftant, 
and that I was called plainly by Pro­
vidence to fave this poor creature's 
life. 1 immediately got down the lad­
ders with all poffible expedition, fetch­
ed rny two guns, for they were both 
at the foot of the ladder, as I obferved 
above ; and getting up again with the 

lame 
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fame hafte to the top of the hill, I 
eroded towards the lea; and, having 
a very Ihort cut, and all down-hill, 
clapped myfelf in the way between the 
purifiers and the purified, hallooing 
aloud to him that fled ; who, looking 
back, was at firft perhaps as much 
frighted at me as at them ; but I beck­
oned with my hand to him to come 
back; and in the mean time, I (lowly 
advanced towards the two that follow­
ed ; then 111 filing at once upon the 
foremoft, I knocked him down with 
the (lock of my piece: I was loth to 
fire, becaufe I would not have the reft 
hear ; though at that diftance it would 
not have been eafily heard ; and being 
out of fight of the fmoke too, they would 
not have eafily known what to make of 
it. Having knocked this fellow down, 
the other who purfued him Hopped, as 
if he had been frightened, and I ad­
vanced apace towards him ; but as I 
came nearer, I perceived prefently he' 
had a bow and arrow, and was fittipg 
it to (hoot at me; fo I was then necef-
fitated to (hoot at him firft; which I 
did, and killed him at the firft (hot. 
The poor favage who fled, but had 
flopped, though he faw both his ene­
mies fallen, and killed (as he thought) 
yet was fo frighted with the fire and 
noife of my piece, that helicod (lock-
llill, and neither came forward, nor 
went backward, though he feemed 
rather inclined to fly ftill than to come 
on. I hallooed again to him, and 
made figns to come forward, which 
he eafily underftood, and came a little 

'  way, then (lopped again, and then a 
little farther, and Hopped again ; and 
I could then perceive that he ftood 
trembling, as if he had been taken 
prifoner, and had juft been to be kill­
ed, as his two enemies were. I beck­
oned him again to come to me, and 
gave him ail the figns of encourage­
ment that 1 could think of; and he 
came nearer and nearer, kneeling 
down every ten or twelve fteps, in 
token of acknowledgment for faving 
his life. Ifmiled at him, and looked 
pleafantly, and beckoned to him to 
come (lill nearer. At length he came 
clofe to me, and then he kneeled down 
again, kiflfed the ground, and laid his 
head upon the ground, and taking me 
by the foot, fet my foot upon his head: 
this, .it feems, was in token of fwear-
sng to be -my (lave for ever. I took 

him up, and made much of him, and 
encouraged him -all I could. But there 
was more work to do yet ; for I per­
ceived the lavage, whom I knocked 
down, was not killed, but ftunned 
with the blow, and began to come to 
himfelf: fo I pointed to him, and 
(hewed him the favage, that he was 
not dead ; upon this he ('poke forne 
words to me, and though I could not 
underftand them, yet I thought they 
were piealant to hear, for they were 
the firft found of a man's voice that I 
had heard (my own excepted) for a-
bove five and twenty years : but there 
was no time for lfich reflections now 5 
the favage, who was knocked down, 
recovered himfelf lb far, as to fit up 
upon the ground ; and I perceived that 
my favage began to be afraid ; but 
when I faw that, I prefented my other 
piece at the man, as if I would (hoot 
him; upon this my favage, for fo I 
call him now, mad.e a motion to me 
to lend him my lword, which hung 
naked in a belt by my fide; fo I did :  
he no fooner had if, but he runs to 
his enemy, and at one blow cut oft" 
his head fo cleverly, no executioner 
in.'Germany could have done it fooner 
or better; which I thought it very 
ft range for one, who, I had reafon to 
beiieve, never faw a fword in his life 
before, except their own wooden 
fwords ; however, it feems, as I learn­
ed afterwards, they made their wood­
en fwords fo fnarp, fo heavy, and the 
wood is lo hard, that diey will cutoff 
heads even with them, ay, and aims, 
and that at one blow too. When h« 
had done this, he comes laughing to 
me in fign of triumph, and brought 
me the fword again ; and with abun­
dance of geftures, which T did not un­
derftand, laid it down, with the head 
of the lavage that he had killed, juft 
before me. 

But that which aftonifhed him moft 
was, to know how I had killed the 
other Indian fo far off; fo pointing to 
him, he made figns to me to let him go 
to him : fo I bade him go, as well as I 
could. When he came to him, he ftood 
like one amazed, looking at him ; turn­
ed him firft on one fide, then on the 
other; looked at the wound the bullet 
had made, which, it feems, was juft in 
his bread, where it had made an hole, 
and no great quantity of blood had 
followed, but he had bled inwardly, for 

he 


