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Everett withdraws

35 Attend SGA Forum
By John Griffin

I In the wake of Monday 
k ghfs SGA Candidate

Forum, Presidential hopeful 
Mitch Everett has dropped 

1 it of the race for the next 
Student Government Presi- 

[ dent, leaving John Robbins 
I \alias Mr. Pythagoras) and 
| Bobby Shannon to do battle 
’ 6n the grounds of Valdosta 
I State College.
j Everett left the race Tues- 
। day morning after facing a 

somewhat forceful query by 
ti« 35 member audience.
• During the one hour and 

[forty-five minute forum, Ev- 
ve.ett spent time emphasizing 
id conservative approach by 
the SGA in dealing with 
college administration. Ever­
itt also stressed that there 
were no major problems in- 

jvolving VSC’s student 
government.

When contacted by the 
Spectator, Mr. Everett said 
he had been thinking about 
dropping out of the race for a 
long time.
“Last night put the icing on 

the cake,” said Everett.
In a straw vote taken on 

Tuesday by the Spectator, 
Bobby Shannon was leading 
with 18 votes to John Rob­
bins’ 14 votes out of a total of 
50 students polled.
In the Vice-Presidential slot, 

Carol Carswell had 12 votes 
to Robert Yost’s 5 votes and 
Warren Royal’s 2 votes.
For SGA Comptroller, Ruth 

Johnson and Grayion Brown 
are running neck to neck.
Both candidates had 11 votes 
each.
In one incident during the 

forum, Everett questioned 
the seriousness of Mr. Py­
thagoras’s running in the 

race. When pressured by 
questions from the audience, 
Robbins stated that the rea­
son for wearing his mask and 
robe and j/unning as Mr. 
Pythagoras was not a joke, 
but as a means to gain the 
interest of an apathetic stu­
dent population.
Shannon stressed that his 

experience as SGA Comp­
troller gave him the insight 
into the inner workings of the 
SGA.
“My three years of experi­

ence in working directly with 
the SGA will give me the 
ability to work by the student 
constitution in cooperation 
with the VSC administra­
tion,” said Shannon.

Mr. Pythagoras hinted to­
wards a more radical 
approach in dealing with the 
student government.
“Although I haven’t dealt 

directly with the SGA in the

past,” said Robbins, “It is 
my belief that changes can be 
made in such areas as traffic 
regulations, food services,

vided her with a working 

knowledge of student leader­
ship.

and academics. A survey of 
the ‘real’ problems at Valdos­
ta State College will be taken

in the event that I am 
elected,” Robbins said.

Mr. Everett came out with a 
conservative approach to 
campus issues. He empha­
sized that the SGA is a good 
organization and that his 
experience as an excort to a 
former Miss America would 
benefit his abilities as a 
leader.

Vice-Presidential candidate 
Carol Carswell said she 
hasn’t had the experience as 
an SGA member but stressed 
that her past duties as trea­
surer and president of a 
music fraternity, have pro- 

“As Vice-President of the 
SGA, I would preside over 
the senate and hopefully, 
with some new ideas, help 
prevent some of the apathy 
that has been blamed on the 
student government,’’ Cars­

well said.
Warren Royal, a veteran 

student senator and candi­
date for Vice-President, 

stated that he has worked 
with WVVS, the VSC year­
book, and organizations 
funded by the SGA. He 
stressed that his ability to see 
things from both sides will 
insure his goal to establish a 
good relationship with the 
administration and the media

See Forum, page 7

SGA Presidential Candidates
JOHN ROBBINS I Mr. Pythagoras)

Having served in neither the Senate nor held any other 
student government position, it may look as though I, 
John Robbins/Mr. Pythagoras, am not fully qualifed for 
the office of SGA President. Furthermore, there are 
factions among the student body who question the 
seriousness of my candidacy. Therefore, I would like to 
t^ke this time, first, to clear up any doubts about my 
campaign and then to state an overview of where I think 
the SGA should be heading.
J realize that the appearance and style of campaigning of 

Mr. Pythagoras are somewhat unconventional. But 
before anyone can appreciate Mr. Pythagoras, one must 
first understand what he stands for. Mr. Pythagoras is a 
partnership of ideas. Ideas that on the surface seem off 
the wall are usually founded on very serious grounds. 
Mr. Pythagoras is more than John Robbins and Alan 
Bernstein, it represents an element of college life that is 
lacking not only at the VSC campus but also at many other 
college campuses around the country. We seem to have 
lost our perspective that we are the future leaders of the 
world, hence, apathy has spread to every corner of college 
lire. We have lost our sensitivity to the issues concerning 
u.s, as students, both on the local and national levels.

See Robbins, page 7 Bobby Shannon

Mr. Pythagoras

BOBBY SHANNON
In my three years as a student at VSC I have witnessed 

many changes initiated by the Student Government, their 
potential is enormous, yet they too have limitations. Their 
actions and programs are implemented with the 
institution’s administration. The SGA represents the 
views of the students and works with administrators, it 
would be a tragedy if assumed an SGA v. Administration 
relationship.

I believe my experience in student government and my 
established working relationship with key administrators 
gives me an edge over my opponents. However, I am not 
intimidated by criticism nor will I shy away from 
controversy because of views that may be unpopular with 
the administration. Though, I am happy to say we are 
fortunate to have a very cooperative President and Dean 
of Students, therefore I do not anticipate many clashes, if 
any.
I’m not going to bore you with a list of my achievements 

and past positions of importance for I know that wouldn’t 
insure you a great president by voting on my laurels. But, 
I would like to say my experience is solid and I have 
served on committees from Student Financial Aid to 
Facilities Use. I served two years in the Student Senate

See Shannon, page 7
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★ ★ * SGA Vice-Presidential Candidates ★ ★
Position running for - Vice-President

Carol Cancel 1
Junior

Music Education Major
Sigma Alpha Iota-President, 1980-81
Sigma Alpha Iota-Treasurer, 1979-80 

Representative to the Fine Arts Executive 
Committee for the music students

VSC Pep Band director and co-ordinator

1 believe that the Student Government Association is an 
important part in governing our campus, and the students 
need more of a voice in campus affairs. I think I can give 
the students more of a chance to be heard by being more 
receptive to their ideas and suggestions. 1 believe that I 
am qualified for the position of Vice-President because of 
the positions and responsibility I have held elsewhere on 
campus.

Three Main Problems SGA Should Focus on Next Year:

1. General Apathy of VSC students toward SGA, I think 
that the SGA as a whole should plan things to involve 
more of the student body, and the individual members 
should be more involved with the student body.

2. The SGA has a problem of public relations among the 
students. Most students do not even know the members 
of the executive committee much less their senators. 
This problem could be diminished by the wider use of the 
media services on campus. WWS, The Spectator, and 
the T.V. station all offer their facilities to SGA.

3. The allotments made by the budget committee need to 
be reviewed, and the rules stating how they allot student 
funds should be reviewed.

WARREN ROYAL - For Vice-President 
Junior Marketing Major

The office of Vice-President of the SGA is a mO*e 
important one than most students realize. Although t 
primary responsibility of the office is to assume the duti^ 
of the President in his absence, there are other essentia 
obligations that are inherent in the office. The most 
important of these is the Presidency of the student senate. 
This body is the legislative branch of the SGA, and is its 
closest tie with the needs of the student body- 
It is through this branch that recommendations are made 
for improvements in the school. 1 feel I have the 
experience necessary in this organization to help the SG A 
and the students.
Another important facet of the office is the Chairman­

ship of the Campus Communications Board. This body 
oversees and approves actions by the various campus 
communications media (Spectator, WVVS-FM, WWS- 
TV, and Milestones), which are essential to keeping the 
students informed. I have not only been active in this 
organization, but I have personally worked with the 
yearbook and radio station, so I can understand the 
problems from both angles.
Since transferring here summer quarter, 1 have tried to 

remain active in campus organizations, because 1 love 
VSC and would like to help make it better. Since coming 
here, I have actively participated in the Student Senate, 
the Communications Board, the Food Services Commit­
tee, have worked for WVVS-FM, and have served as 
photography editor for the new yearbook Milestones.
The most important problem the new SGA will face is the 

lack of communication with the students. This is a vital 
link, which should be utilized to the point where the 
students know exactly what the SGA is doing, and the
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roast beef 
at Ate 
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VOtG

SGA should get more input to find out exactly what the 
students’ needs and wants are. By pulling the media and 
the SGA together again, we should be able to provide this 
link between the SGA and the students. If we can regain 
the trust and the faith, and most important the interest of 
the students, we can make a better student government, 
and a better VSC.
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★ ★ ★ SGA Comptroller Candidates^ ★ ★ ★ ★
Name: Ruth Johnson 

Major: Business Management 
Year in schooI :^Freshman

Positions held in campus organizations: Business editor 
of Milestones, Secretary of the College Union Board, 

Freshman Senator, Vice President of the Debate Forum, 
Alpha Lambda Delta honor society pledge

Reasons for running: I am running for Comptroller for 
several reasons. One of these reasons is that I want to be 
more involved with the Student Government Association.

I think that the best way to combat problems on campus is 
through the administration and the SGA is a major part of 

the administrations of VSC. I also want to run because I 
think that I can do a good job. It is an important position 
and I think it needs someone who is interested in it and 
willing to work. A third reason I have for running is that 

participation in the SGA is a goal I have set for myself for 
my college career. I think that the position of Comptroller 

is the one for me because the duties of the position 
incorporate both my major and my interest.
Specific Problem areas:

Ruth Johnson

Student Apathy: I think that students would be a lot less 
apathetic about campus organizations and activities if 
they knew more about them. In my opinion, the only way

Robert Yost

AUVK
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Vice Presidential Candidates
continued

Name- Robert Yost 
Year- Junior 

Major- Physical Education 
Positions held in campus organizations currently a junior 

Senate representative, member of the Board of 
Communications, member of the Student Buying Power 

Ad-hoc committee and a Brother of the Delta Chi 
Fraternity.

I am a candidate for Vice President of the Student 
Government Association because I feel that I possess the 
qualifications to hold this office. The Vice President 
serves as the President of the Senate and also chairman of 
the Board of Communications. I am currently completing 
a one year term as a Senator and I feel that I know how the 
Senate should operate and I have some new ideas I would 
like to see the Senate work on in the coming year. 
I am also a member of the board of Communications. 
Having served on the board I have learned how important 
the media is on a college campus. These qualifications 
will allow me to serve you better as your Vice President.

I feel the SGA has two specific problems it should 
... , ■ ...^ See Yost, page 5

people would care a lot more about their student 
government. One way to increase student/SGA 
communication is through Hie Spectator. Another good 

way to let students know what is happening on campus 
through the student government would be meetings 

between senators and their constituents on a regular 
basis.

Another problem is that the Senate is not getting a lot of 
the information that it is supposed to have. The

comptroller is supposed to give the Senate a monthly 
report on the budget. This has not been done. 

The Senate can not tell other students what is happening 
in the SGA if the SGA does not tell them. If I am elected

to the position of comptroller, I will make sure that the 
Senate gets a monthly Comptroller’s Report.

to solve student apathy is through communication. 
If the SGA had more publicity about the things they do
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David Hainline

The good, the bad, the indifferent
Despite the typical low turnout at the SGA Candidate 

Forum Monday night, enough was said by each candidate 
to indicate to us who might have the ability to bring some 
leadership and initiative back into the Student Govern­
ment.
During the one hour and forty-five minute forum, the 

candidates spent much of their time covering the problem 
of student apathy and what they would do to reverse the 
trend if elected.
Beginning at the top, Presidential candidates John 

Robbins (alias Mr. Pythagoras) and Bobby Shannon both 
presented their views on how they would go about 
eliminating student apathy once elected. However, Mr. 
Pythagoras was the only candidate who outlined specific 
programs he would implement as President. Pythagoras 
mentioned goals such as installing better lighting on 
campus, re-initiating a lecture series and review the 
current parking procedures.
Although Mr. Pythagoras may lack the technical 

knowledge of parlimentary procedure, he at least has the 
energy and willingness to seek change in the present 
SGA. In the three years with the Student Government, 
Shannon did little to benefit the student body. It seems 
unlikely that he would be any more effective if elected.
The other candidate for president, Mitch Everett, must 

have realized the absurdity of his claim that there were 
no major issues on campus. Everett dropped out of the 
race Tuesday morning. It appears likely that someone put 
Everett up to running, knowing full well that he would fail 
to win--and then encourage him to support Bobby 
Shannon.

For the Vice-President post, Warren Royal projected the 
image of a candidate who won’t play favorites if he’s 
elected. Royal said he’d be a good man for the job of

Vice-President, having served on the Communications 
Board. We tend to believe him.
Carol Carswell, although her intentions are good, seems 

to lack the basic knowledge needed to run the senate. 
Miss Carswell would probably make a pretty good 
Vice-President but demonstrated to us that she is 
counting on her sincerity rather than her know-how.
As far as Robert Yost is concerned, we feel that he would 
spend more time trying to put a muzzel on the media than 
he would on ther issues. Therefore, we doubt that Yost 
would be an effective Vice-President.

For the position of SGA Comptroller, Grayion Brown 
definately held the power of persuasion Monday night. 
Brown seemed cool and confident and explained his intent 
very clearly. However, Brown convinced us that he would 
not be the best choice for Comptroller because of his 
opinion that the intramural program should receive more 
student activity fee consideration. Presently, the VSC 
Athletic Department is allocated approximately 50 
percent of student activity fees.

Ruth Johnson, on the other hand, presented a stronger 
argument and provided a fresher alternative to the 
position of Comptroller. If elected, we feel that Johnson 
will not be easily swayed by various organizations vying 
for her support.

Willie Thomas appear^ to be a good choice for SGA 
Secretary, considering that he’s the only candidate 
running for the office. Thomas has proposed some 
interesting ideas concerning the restructuring of the filing 
system now being used by the SGA.

We would hope that whomever is elected to the various 
posts will initiate change within the SGA and eliminate 
apathy as a major concern at Valdosta State. The time has 
finally come for a strong Student Government to lead the 
students of this college.

Muhammad and the Mountain
VSC students have already cast a vote of sorts in the 

coming SGA Executive election.
In spite of every effort by SGA Election Director, Kaye 

Edgar, and the campus media to promote Monday night’s 
Candidate Forum, attendance was pathetic.

Discounting friends and supporters of the candidates, 
several SGA Senators and the news media, there were 
about ten interested students present at the forum. Of 
these ten, four were international students.
The President and Vice-President of the SGA did not 

attend, along with the majority of SGA Senators.
There were no representatives from the VSC Adminis­

tration, and the only faculty member present was the 
moderator, Dr. Richard Saeger.

Everyone seemed to agree that apathy was a problem, 
and several candidates even had specific suggestions 
about how to address the problerp.
These specific suggestions took the same form--that the 

.SGA should make use of the campus media to keep 
students informed of their activities.
The low attendance at the SGA Forum, however, clearly
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John O Dell
shows that media attention is not enough to combat 
apathy.

For example:
Earlier this month, the Freshman Council at the 

University of Georgia held a forum to enable members of 
the class to voice complaints, ideas and opinions.
Four hundred and fifty Freshman chose to forego the 

more exotic diversions available in Athens on a Friday 
night, and attend the event.
Ten Freshman had attended the previous Forum.
Both events had been well planned and extensively 

advertised in the campus media.
The 4,400 per cent increase in Freshman participation 

was attributed to the efforts of the Council members, who 
had gone from dorm-room to dorm-room and solicited the 
support of their constituents.
The results of their efforts dramatically illustrate one 

truism which might help the SGA here at VSC - “Actions 
speak louder than words.”

If the SGA is truly concerned about student apathy, then 
perhaps with new leadership they can at least equal the 
accomplishments of the UGA Freshman Council.



Vote Thursday %
POLLS WILL BE OPEN

10:00a.m. to 4; 00p.m. *
Cafeteria North Campus (Pound Hall)
Education Center Student Union Building

Bring your LD. Card !
From Page 1

on campus.
Robert Yost, a third Vice- 

r Presidential candidate has 
served on the student senate 
and several budget related 

v committees on campus. He 
would propose, if elected, to 

(lower the number of meet­
ings of the Student Govern-

Yost
From page 3
address itself to in the coming year. The problems are 
student apathy and campus publicity.
The first problem the SGA should address is the apathy

of my major concerns will be the publicity of student 
activities.

So, remember me when you cast your vote Thursday,

(

A

ment per quarter.
Candidates for SGA Comp­

troller were Ruth Johnson 
and Grayion Brown.
Johnson has had no pre­

vious experience in dealing 
with the SGA but feels that 
because she is a freshman, 
she will be around to answer 
for any of her decisions while 
serving.

Brown has served as an 
R.A. in dormitory facilities 
for several years and has 
worked in retail sales and the 
health field. At the forum, he 
stated that one of his ob­
jectives, if elected, would be 
to try and get the student 
body to believe in student 
government and to cut down 
on apathy.

Willie Thomas presented 
himself at the forum as the 
only candidate for SGA

of the students at VSC. The students have not been 
involved in the voting processess of SGA representatives 

in the past. 1 feel the SGA can solve this problem by 
offering the students incentives to vote. Examples -

Everyone who votes will receive a free hamburger, or 
everyone who votes will be eligible to win a free steak 
dinner in a drawing. I feel that having to offer incentives

to vote in America is bad. but it is an idea which has 
worked on other college campuses. It could possibly work

on our campus. We could also offer incentives at other 
SGA activities such as special guest performances and 
concerts.

The second problem is the amount of publicity given 
elections and other student activities on campus. 
The elections this year are receiving great publicity, but

February 26, and vote for Robert Yost as your next 
Student Government Association Vice-President.
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elections received little publicity in the past. Few people 
knew of the Senate elections last year and this was 
evident by the final vote count. For students to become
active in student elections and activities they must be 
aware of them. Through publicity we will see students

become more active. If I am elected Vice-President, one
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Afr. Pythagoras------------- -----------
from page one

Pythagoras is used to counter student apathy and to 
make them aware that the SGA has become stagnant to 

rea needs of the students, however, he seems to be
• unmg m a sea Of similarity. Therefore, I am running 

my campaign under the robe of Mr. Pythagoras because I 
believe that an academic institution can only benefit and 
flourish from somewhat controversial ideas.

I am pursuing a double major in Political Science and 
Philosophy while at the same time a member of the 
Philosophy Club, Chairman of the Political Science Club 
and a member of the VSC Debate Forum. I am also 
associate editor of The Other Side, a newly formed 
newspaper on the VSC Campus, and former staff writer of 
the Spectator.

The purpose of the SGA is to represent, to lead and to 
unify the student body. I plan to use this principle to form 
an efficient and responsible student government that will 
represent the entire student body in every major decision ’ 
concerning the college. I feel that what the SGA is today 
is the result of an underestimation of its capability. 
I will seek to work with the faculty and administration in 
the pursuit of mutual interest, while drawing a clearly 
defined line between them and the SGA. By being on the 
inside track and by realizing that my sole responsibility is 
the interest of the VSC student, I believe that I can work 
for the betterment of all students.

Idle promises do not a SGA president make, but I can 
give the students a preview of my intentions as President. 
1 do plan to examine the problems concerning students in 
several major areas: 1) parking, 2) food services, 3) job 
placement, 4) academic apathy, 5) social culture activities 
and 6) SGA responsivness to the student. I plan to have 
an open-door policy and to make use of the media to relay 
to the students what the SGA is doing and/or planning, 
planning.

SGA Secretary Candidate
Willie Thomas, Jr.

Freshman 
Political Science 

Senator SGA, Dorm Council Brown Hall

I am presently completing my second quarter as a 
Senator in the Student Government Association. During 
these two quarters I have seen that there is a great deal 
that should be done. I feel that by holding the position of 
Secretary of the SGA I can have a better input into the 
issues that face the students and still be involved with the 
Senate.
Representation- I feel that the students should be 

represented in a better fashion. The students are not 
getting a fair shake. To do this, we must let the students 
know who we are and what we are doing.
Conflicts between campus organizations and SGA. 

To overcome this problem we need to sit down and try to 
work together. If that won’t work, reorganization is the 
next step.
Organization- The answer to that problem is organi­

zation.

Spectator
Straw Poll

President

Shannon
Bobby Shannon -18

Monday night’s forum pro­
vided a wide range of candi­
dates for SGA Positions and 
it gave VSC students an idea 
of which candidate to choose.
For those of you who missed 

the forum, don’t miss the 
elections!

Northside Now Open
Deli

Northside Plaza 
Valdosta, Georgia 31601

Northside 
Plaza

from page one
and I am currently the SGA Comptroller. 1 have lived on 
and off campus, so I am aware of the problems associated 
with living in the dorms and the problems with living off 
campus, more specifically parking.

There are no immediate solutions to problems. The SGA 
is only as strong as the students who support it. Your 
responsibility does not end with voting, it is the 
responsibliblity of every student to be concerned and 
interested enough for the SGA to effectively affect change 
in our behalf as students. In this election the turnover of 
the Executive officers is almost total. If I were elected I 
could work with all the other Officers and 1 could 
familiarize them with duties and procedures that are not 
written down. I can neither give guarantees nor make 
many promises, for that would be unrealistic. However, I 
do pledge to work to find avenues to solve our day to day 
problems. Ask this of yourself, can someone with no 
knowledge at level of an organization effectively lead, 
unify, and represent that organization? If you answer that 
negatively then I urge you to support Bobby Shannon for 
President.
If the yardstick of measuring a successful SGA president 

is experience, or if you are happy with the job the present 
SGA is doing, then John Robbins/Mr. Pythagoras is not 
your candidate. However, if you are ready for change and 
strong leadership, I would appreciate yourvote on Feb. 
26. Thank you.

John Robbins
(Mr. Pythagoras) -14

Vice-President
Carol Carswell -12

Robert Yost -5

Warren Royal - 2

Comptroller

Gray Ion Brown -11

Ruth Johnson -11

Undecided -16

The regular edition of the Spectator will not be

distributed until Friday so that the election results

can be included.

★ Meats ★Cheeses ★Breads ★Beer

★ Custom-Made Sandwiches 
Phone 247-7610

Mine's C/unese ftesfaurunt
508 N PAHMSON ST
LOCATED IN HEART OF DOWNTOWN VALDOSTA

AUTHENIC MANDARIN CHINESE FOOD 
SEAFOOD BEEF CHICKEN PORK

$1.92 Daily Lunch Special
Tue. ■ Pork Chop Suey 
Wed. - Chicken Chow Mein 
Thur. - Pork Chow Mein 
Fri. - Almomd Chicken 
Sat. - Chicken Chop Suey

$2.95 Sunday lunch Special
Open for Dinner 

Tuesday - Sunday to - 10:00 p.m.
DINE 

IN 247-9868 CARRY 
OUT

LOCATED V? BLOCK NORTH OF FEDERAL BLDG
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SGA EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS
Circle ONE Candidate for each office:
PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT
Robbins, John (Mr. Pythagoras) Carswell, C arol
Shannon, Robert (Bobby) Royal, Warren
________________________ Wr ite in Yost, Robert

_____Write in
SECRETARY

COMPTROLLER
Thomas, Willie (Flip)

Brown, GrayIon
________________________ Wr ite in

Johnson, Ruth
____Write in

/ Sample Ballot
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

Yes____ No____ 1. Shall the Constitution be amended so as to
create a fourth standing committee of the Senate, 
the Student Government Awareness Program 
Committee, whose purpose will be to administer 
the Student Government Awareness Program. The 
Committee will be composed of one member of each 
undergraduate class and one chairman, (classifica­
tion unrestricted), and will have as its purpose 

« the task of educating the students of Valdosta
State College as to the history and purpose of the 
Student Government Association?

vote
Yes No 2. Shall the Constitution be amended so as to give the 

Senate Rules and Judiciary Committee the power to 
recommend a decrease in the salary of Senators who 
are brought before the committee on disciplinary 
charges. The recommendation of the committee will 
be subject to approval of two-thirds of the voting 
senate present when the recommendation is made.


