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Sect. 22. 

Jesus was transfigured, and declared to be the Son of 
God-—expelled an evil spirit, which his Apostles could 
not—'Warned them of approaching sufferings—paid 
the sacred tribute by a miracle—suggested solemn 
cautions against ambition, offences, contempt of any 
the weakest believers, severity and revenge towards 
an offending brother. 

The Lord Jesus Christ appeared upon earth in a 
state of profound humiliation, the brightness of his 
original glory being obscured by the infirmities of 
humanity, and the external meanness of his condi
tion. His example, indeed, his preaching and his 
miracles, proved him to be not only superior to the 
children of men, but " the Lord from heaven." There 
were also certain occasions, on which his true dignity 
was displayed in a very signal manner. The follow-
mg instance is of that kind; and it seems to have 
been intended, not for vain parade, but for important 
purposes to himself and others. 

About a week after the solemn address to his dis
ciples, which was last mentioned, he retired to a high 
mountain (supposed by some to be Mount Tabor), 
for the purposes of secret devotion *. He selected 
three out of the twelve, Peter, James, and John, his 
favoured attendants, that they might be witnesses of 
a grand exhibition of his glory, as they soon after
wards were of his distressing agony in the garden of 
Gethsemane. In their presence, as he offered up his 

* Matt.xvii.  l—13. Markix. 2—13, Luke ix. 28—36. 
vol.  in# ? fervent 
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fervent .uppUcatronshe assum,almost 
Kervanlnn/the likeness of men," 
SIvTe S'1 WHiseeounte°n,ence became bright 

?3SS8Ss^ss^j ;°hLh lie was shortly to make for the sins ot mankrnd, 

the exceeding biigntness and heard the con-
beheld the as ton ,sh .ng spectacle,^and ex. 

commodation of their L SDent his life upon 

This was not the whole. Immediateeiy 
cloud, as a token f s^hinah overshadowed them, lembling the ancient ahechinan.oveisi ice 

and impressed them with jolemn awe of t,)e 
from heaven proclaimed Jesus tog compla. 
eternal Father, and the obJ . cj an unfeigned 
cency, and required 
submission to bim- . g n0t the 
"« \1SSSSTtf rnuc?fo? human y»m» cr,..md exhibition too 
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sustain? Alas! such is our state of infirmity, and 
such the effect of guilt upon the conscience, that the 
most advanced saints in this world would feel some 
decree of terror if God were to manifest himself 
to°them in his glorious majesty, though sweetly 
tempered with grace and mercy. If our eyes 
should behold the Lord of hosts, we could not but 
adopt the language of Job, " I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes* ;" we could not help ex-
eiaiming, like the Prophet, " Wo is me! for I am 
u n d o n e ,  b e c a u s e  I  a m  a  m a n  o f  u n c l e a n  l i p s  f o r  
we should say, as Peter, " Depart from me; for I am 
a sinful man, O Lord So these three distinguished 
disciples " fell on their face, and were sore afraid." 
But Jesus, who undertakes to introduce his people 
into the presence of God, and to give them confidence 
before him, immediately interposed for their support 
and comfort. He put his hands on them, and en
couraged them to arise, and lay aside their fears. 

The transfiguration was ended ; the heavenly visit
ants disappeared; and Jesus, being left alone with 
his Apostles, charged them not to divulge what they 
had seen, till after his resurrection. Perhaps their 
account of it would not have been credited before 
that event, and it might have produced some dan
gerous consequences. It stiould seem that they 
expected Elijah's continuance among them, and 
were surprised at his being withdrawn; for it 
was commonly supposed, from Malacbi s prediction, 
that he would return to dwell on the earth, to elfect a 
general reformation, and thus prepare the way for the 
kingdom of Messiah §. But Jesus taught them that 
the^prophecy had been already fulfilled in its spirit; 
John the Baptist, who resembled Elijah in his zeal 
and habits of austerity, bad appeared for those pur
poses, which were predicted. 

And what impression does the narration of this 
singular vision make upon our minds? It is circum
stantially related, and confidently attested, not only 

* J o b x l i i . 6 .  - p  I s a .  v i .  S .  t L u k e v . 8 .  ^ M a l . i v . 5 , 6 .  
p 2 by 
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bv three Evangelists, but by one of those who were 
eve-witnesses of it. St. Peter produces it as a strong 
proof that they had not « followed cunmngly-devised 
fables," but that Jesus was indeed what they ha 
heard him declared to be by a voice fromheaven, the 
Son of God And are we receiving bun as ttie 
Beloved of the Father ? Do we  a dmi re  praise an 
trust him ? Are we also, as the Father, well p easect 
in him > Do we feel a holy complacency and dehght 
his mediation, as a sufficient ground of hoPe 

fidence towards God ? Do we hear him as our Teacher 
to instruct, our Saviour to comfort and our Loid.to 
command us? Then by faith we behold an «nsPea* 
able slory in him, though not that outward lustre, 
so dazzling to the bodily sight, «p tlie — 
Then we shall not only consider him as the m 
Christ Jesus," but believe that the splendour of Ore 
divine Majesty resides in him, and wesl't 
worshin him as 44 our Lord and oui Loci. 

It is probable that the transfiguration was intend 
to animate and strengthen Jesus l],miself'f tfa 
h u m a n  n a t u r e  m i g h t  b e  r e a d y  t o a s  f 0  
prehension of his approaching suften g , ^ 
prevent his chosen companions from being sta 
bv the depth of his humiliation. They were, tnere 
fore the better prepared to attend him m the gai 
Gethsemane, aiPd tS stand by his cross or. Mount Cal
vary. Thev beheld a token of hts futuie g oiy. a 
emblem of that transcendent brightness which be 
should possess upon his return to heaven^ ^ 
consider it, also, as in some sort a repiesen { 
that magnificent and awful appearance, when, o 
!„ the form of God," he shall come agam « 
quiet and dead," accouqiinied uulh a gr™ j 

Station: " when Christ, who rs our life, shall up 
— _i TAl»n i 1 —»3. 

pear, * 2 Pet. i. 16-18. Sec also l John i. 1-3-
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pear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory . 
You likewise shall be transfigured*" You shall be like. 
him, for you shall see him as he isf," and " shall 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of your Father} " 
Then it may be said in the highest sense, " Lord, it 
is good for us to be here," From that holy mount 
you will never be called down : and the glory, which 
is there to be revealed, " fadeth not away." 

When Jesus returned to his other disciples, whom 
he had left behind, he found them engaged in dispu
tation with the Scribes, who, probably, were.endea* 
vouring to subvert their faith §. Upon his appeal -
ance, the vast multitudes of people who surrounded 
them ran with eager joy to express their respect. 
But they were struck with amazement; and, though 
we are not acquainted with the cause, it is possible 
that this effect might be produced by some remaining 
lustre which they observed in his countenance; tor 
thus the face of Moses shone when he descended 
from Sinai. 

Amongst the great numbers who flocked around 
him, one person in particular, under extreme anguish, 
solicited his aid. He brought his son, his only child, 
who, instead of being a comfort to him, was a spec
tacle of horror, afflicted with lunacy, convulsed with 
fits, and tortured in various ways through the pos
session of an evil spirit The father, representing the 
case, kneeled as an humble supplicant at the feet of 
Jesus, and cried, " Lord, have mercy on my son 
if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and 
help us." In this very application the man disco
vered some degree of dependence; but doubt and 
hesitation seemed to be mixed with it: and perhaps 
his principles were shaken by the opposition of the 
Scribes, and by the failure of the disciples, who had 
tried in vain to effect the cure. Jesus, therefore, re
quired a more decided testimony of his faith, and ob
served that no deliverances were too great to be ex-

* Cot iii. 4. \ 1 John iii. 2. f Matt. xiu. 43. 
§ Matt. xvii. 14, &c. Mark ix. U—33. Luke ix. 37—*5. 

pected 
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pected in an humble reliance upon him. 1 he poor 
petitioner, being instantly convicted of his weakness, 
exclaimed, with evident marks of distress, Lou , 
believe; help thou mine unbelief." he confession 
was accepted, and the prayer granted. The Saviour 
did not even upbraid him with his distrust, but pio-
ceeded to perform his request. He rebuked and ex-
pelled the devil, who seemed unwilling to relinquish 
his hold, and, even in the act of depart.ng, grievously 
tormented the unhappy patient. After suffering some 
violent agonies, the son was restored in perfect health 
to his rejoicing parent. 

y0u also, who now come unto Jesus, snould disclose 
the troubles of your mind, and " pour out your heart 
before him in every instance, it will be proper tor 
you to cry," Lord, have mercy on us." But beware 
of entertaining any fears or suspicions, which are dis
honourable to his character. No question ought to 
be made, concerning his ability, or his disposition, 
to help. " Canst tbou believe?" is the grand inquiry: 
for his blessings are communicated only to them who 
confide in him. Difficulties, perhaps, arise, whicn 
stagger you, and fill you with misgivings. Confess 
and lament this weakness before him, praying that he 
may pardon and remove it, and not withhold Ins 
favour, through displeasure at the sin. " Lord, 
believe; help thou mine unbelief." Nor should you 
entreat him for yourselves alone, but for your lrien , 
or your child in distress. In all circumstances, he 
can extend the relief which you want. 

The disciples, as we have intimated, in vain at
tempted to expel the demon: and at this they ex
pressed their wonder, when they had retired wi 1 
their Master. They had wrought many miraculous 
cures before, and, perhaps, for that very reason, weie 
too self-sufficient, or had forgot their entire de
pendence upon him for all their success. At least in 
this instance there was a failure of their faith, a , 
accordingly, he taught them that it was only by 
maintaining a constant, though feeble and doubting, 
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reliance upon him, they could perform the most 
astonishing operations. lie further observed, that it 
was necessary to implore divine assistance, especially 
on solemn occasions and in great difficulties by a 
more than ordinary measure of devotion and humi-
liation. . . , ' , 

We are not called to the same high office, or in
vested  wi th  the  same powers ,  as  the  Apost les .  But  
we have all, in our respective places, continual need 
of God's strengthening and supporting hand, in 
the view of our several duties and trials, we may see 
reason to cry out, 44 Who is sufficient • for these 
things?" Perhaps our good endeavours have mis
carried because of our unbelief. With what temper 
of mind have we set ourselves to combat our spi
ritual enemies? Shall we wonder that we have been 
defeated, or that our corruptions still retain their 
ascendancy, notwithstanding our opposition ? tor is 
it not true here, also, that the victory we seek cannot 
be obtained " but by prayer and fasting ?" 

From the mount of transfiguration Jesus passed 
through different parts of Galilee. There he sought 
opportunities of privacy, that he might open to his 
disciples, more fully than he had done befoie, his ap
proaching sufferings, death, and resurrection. 1 e 
subject had been repeatedly mentioned, but they were 
dull of apprehension,and unwilling to admit it. 1 ley 
still looked for temporal dominion, and therefore could 
not bear to hear of his losing his life in an ignominious 
and violent manner. They were distressed and con
founded, and yet afraid to disclose their difficulties. 
He, however, enduring with much indulgence their 
ignorance, ambition, and unbelief, continued to suggest 
his cautions, that he might gradually correct their mis
takes. The cross of Christ has ever been matter of 
offence, and is so in our own day. 1 his humbling 
scheme is what a proud and carnal mind cannot relish, 
and therefore it is accounted 44 foolishness." We are 
infinitely indebted to the mercy of God, \vho has rec-
tified our notions and subdued our prejudices, i we 

are 
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are brought to admire it, to trust and rejoice in it. 
For, after all the vain cavils of presumptuous men, it 
is <c the power of God and the wisdom of God." But 
you, who are averse to this method of salvation, should 
consider that it is not for you to prescribe unto God. 
Submit implicitly to his gracious appointment, nor 
dare to quarrel with his terms. Beg of him to pardon 
your perverseness, and give you more clearly to com
prehend what may for the present appear obscure or 
inconsistent. 

When Jesus came to Capernaum, it was inquired 
by the collectors whether he did not usually pay 
the tribute ; and his conduct upon that occasion was 
narrowly watched. Jesus discussed the subject in 
private with his Apostle Peter. He argued that he, 
as the Son of God, might plead a peculiar exemption 
from bearing the expense of supporting his Father's 
house (for the levy was probably that for the service of 
the tern pie), and that this should be laid upon strangers 
rather than upon him. But, to avoid offence, and to 
guard against a dangerous abuse of his example, he 
agreed to discharge the claim. But whence was the 
money to be furnished ? According to his directions, 
Peter cast a hook into the sea, and a fish, bearing in 
its mouth a silver coin to the full amount of the 
tribute, presented itself as an easy prey, at the very 
time and place in which it was wanted. This ex
traordinary method of payment displayed his power 
and condescension: his condescension, in submitting 
to such a state of extreme poverty, though he was 
Lord of all, that he could not without a miracle pro
duce the very small sum sufficient to answer the 
demand; and his power, inasmuch as all creatu res were 
compelled to yield obedience to him, in whatever way 
they were required. 

Let us not then complain of our contracted circum
stances, while we contemplate Jesus in so mean a 
condition; nor let us hesitate to trust ourselves under 
his care, when we see how easy it is for him to procure 
money for necessary uses. He has taught us to con

tribute 
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tribute cheerfully, in our respective stations, whatever 
may be needful for the support of religion and civil 
government. " Render, therefore, to all their dues; 
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom 
custom •*." Withhold not from any their just or 
reasonable demands. - If you profess to be followers 
of Jesus, you will feel the force of his motive, and 
study to give no offence. The fear of increasing the 
prejudices of the world against the Gospel will make 
you circumspect in this as well as in other instances 
of your conduct. 

Our Lord, having called the twelve around him, in 
the house where he was retired, addressed them 
with all the affection of a father, instructing, warning, 
and reproving them, as might be most expedient, 
according to their circumstances *f. He had over
heard them debating upon the road, concerning the 
right of precedency in his kingdom; for, still expecting 
a temporal dominion, and being too much under the 
influence of an ambitious spirit, they were all eagerto 
obtain the highest places of preferment. But, when 
he had inquired the subject of their dispute, and they 
seemed ashamed to avow it, he spoke to their secret 
thoughts, and suggested, that, to be truly honourable 
in his account, they must possess other dispositions, 
and excel in humility. At length they introduced 
the matter openly, finding that it was not concealed, 
and asked plainly, « Who is the greatest? To this 
he replied, while he took an infant in his arms, that, 
except they were converted to God, and rendered 
meek, teachable, and free from designs of guile and 
aspiring views like little children, they would not 
only attain no exaltation, but have no share at all in 
his kingdom ; and that the person, who discovered 
most of an unfeigned lowliness of mind, stood the 
highest in his favour. And are we duly sensibleof 
the spiritual nature of our religion. Aic ;nstead 
aiming at worldly grandeur and pre-eminence, 

* Rom. xiii. 7. T ..w i* aft 48 
•f Matt, xviii. 1 > &c. Mark ix. 33, &c, ^^ 

•o /S 
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of attending to the frame ©four souls? What have 
we known of real conversion of heart ? Is not the very 
term treated with profane ridicule, as if the mention of 
it proved a man a visionary and an enthusiast? But 
surely, if conversion were so absolutely necessary in 
©ur Lord's time, it cannot now be dispensed with 
however the idea may be scorned among us. Where' 
shall we look for Christian humility? Do all, who 
pretend to be the disciples of Jesus, bear evident 
marks of a child-like simplicity, submission, and de
pendence? Or, rather, is not such a disposition de
rided as despicable meanness ? How strange that 
those  should  re ta in  the  name of  Chr i s t ian i t y ,  who  are  
ashamed of its peculiar excellencies and most es
sential attributes ! Do we judge of our growth in 
grace by the criterion here laid down? Do we be
come more and more abased in ourselves ? Have we 
a deeper sense of the malignity of sin, and of our 
extreme depravity? Do we learn to trust more un
reservedly to the help of God, and daily to maintain 
faith in the Jxedeemer, more firmly, for every bless-

shall we prove our advancement in 
the divine life, and our progress towards heaven. 

Jesus, having mentioned one distinguishing part in 
the character of his people, proceeded to show what 
a tender regard should be paid to them. He de
clared, that whatever favour was done unto any of 
them; though it were one as feeble as the infant in 
his arms, he would consider it as done unto himself; 
but that a contempt of them, or a deliberate purpose 
to turn them out of the way, or interrupt them in 
their course, would be followed by a punishment in
finitely more tremendous than any temporal destruc
tion. Alas! how many such stumbling-blocks are 
laid before us, as not only obstruct the weak, but 
prove fatal to the souls of thousands? So circum
stanced, indeed, as we now are, these things are to 
be expected: by inevitable consequence they will 
occur. But how provoking to God! how terrible 
ihe effects! "Wo unto the world, because of of

fences ! 
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fences! Wo to that man by whom the offence 
cometh!" . . 

Would you avoid the awful denunciation? 1 hen 
beware, lest there be something in your temper and 
conduct which may be the means of seducing others, 
or prejudicing their minds against tiie truth of God. 
Attend to what the Saviour has suggested in his 
solemn exhortation. Whatever gratification or pro
spect of gain may obstruct the great business of salva
tion, you must totally relinquish it, though as deal 
to you, and in your estimation as necessary, as a 
hand, a foot, or an eye. Do not hesitate because 
the mortification is painful. It were far bettei, 
surely, to suffer the severest operation, to cutoff the 
hand or the foot, or to pluck out the eye, than expose 
yourselves or others to eternal misery. No inconve
nience or distress, to which you can be called here, 
is to be compared to those endless torments which 
are reserved for the ungodly. Does not the descrip
tion excite a horrible dread, while it is expressly de
clared, three times together, that in 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched . 1 he 
sacrifices under the Mosaic law wrere sprinkled with 
salt* ; in allusion to which it is asserted, that ev^ry 
one," falling a sacrifice to the justice of God, "shall 
be salted with fire;" and  this represents the fierce
ness and durable nature of those flames to which the 
impenitent will be doomed. Would you escape 
them ? The direction is clear : " every sacrifice shall 
be salted with saltfthat is, everyone truly devoted 
to God, and whom he will accept, must be conse
crated to his service by his grace, which alone can 
purify and preserve the soul. This is " the salt 
which you must obtain; or else, notwithstanding 
your religious profession, you will be worthless ant 
contemptible. . A 

The subject being important, Jesus continued to 
enforce an affectionate regard to the least  and meanes^ 
of his members. While he held the child in 

* Lev. ii. 13. t See Bishop Hurd's Sermon oa this text. 
arms 



arms, he observed, that we ought not to despise even 
such an infant, upon which the very angels are com
missioned to attend: much less, then, should we 
disdain the weakest believers (represented by the 
babe), to whom the highest order of the exalted 
spirits before the throne of God continually minister. 
Nay, to rescue them from destruction was the end 
for which " the Son of man" came into the worlds 
He is that" good Shepherd," who seeks the wander
ing sheep, and reyoices in its recovery, even more 
than in the rest of his flock, which are already se
cured within his fold. VTe, also, should possess a 
similar disposition; and, therefore, so far from ob
structing the salvation of any ̂ soul, we should delight 
in promoting it. 

Even a Christian brother may sometimes act in
consistently, and we may suffer through bis miscon
duct. But we are not therefore rashly to abandon 
him, or indulge a vindictive temper. We are im
mediately to attempt his restoration, first by private 
admonitions, then by the interference of a few common 
friends, and, if that method should be ineffectual, by 

more public censures of the religious community 
hich we belong. It is only when every effort 
that we may proceed to the painful extremity, 

d renounce all fellowship with him. Perhaps this 
expedient may be salutary; at least it will be proper. 
And, that discipline might be maintained in his 
church, our Lord has assured us that the decisions of 
liis ministers and people, acting in his name and 
from a regard to his glory, shall be ratified in heaven. 
Not only for the regulation of a Christian society, 
but for the encouragement of all to meet and offer 
their united prayers in a dependence upon him, he 
solemnly promised that their petitions should be 
granted, and their assemblies honoured with his own 
immediate presence. Even for the smallest companies 
the blessing is intended. " There," said he, "am I in 
the midst of them." How exalted is the language! 
How gracious the declaration! He can be no other 

than 
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than the omnipotent Jehovah, who " filleth heaven 
and earth/' since he engages to manifest himself, in 
all the various places where his people meet, at the 
same moment of time. He speaks also in terms pe
culiar to the Deity, " I AM." Yet " as his majesty 
is, so is his mercy." He will not be unmindful of 
them who seek him. Let them associate together in 
his name, professing their regard to him, and offer 
up their joint petitions, "with one mind and one 
mouth" pleading its merits, and they shall know that 
he is in the midst of them, by the strength and 
comfort of his Spirit. Surely the promise should 
enliven our affections, and enlarge our expectations 
in his service. 

As our Lord had insisted on the manner in which 
dissensions between Christrians should be healed, 
Peter took occasion to propose the inquiry, how often 
forgiveness should be extended to an offending 
brother, as if some limits should be affixed to the 
exercise of our patience and forbearance. But Jesus, 
in his reply, has taught us, that, if injuries should be 
multiplied against us without number, we should still 
be ready to pardon not merely " until seven times, 
but until seventy times seven;" and even that our lenity 
to others should be as unbounded as that of God is 
towards us. This astonishing compassion and grace of 
our God is represented in an affecting parable. He 
is the great King, who " takes account of his servants, 
and to whom we are indebted in a larger sum than 
we are able to compute. Should he rigorously demand 
payment, our case would indeed be desperate. Let 
us try the effect- of an humble application to his 
mercy. He will not proceed in strict justice against 
us, if, under a deep conviction of our wretchedness, 
we cry " Lord, have patience with us." He will in
stantly and freely remit the whole claim. Has he 
done this for us ? And do w7e not feel a grateful 
sense of his goodness ? Or, where is the person, who, 
with the hope of having received such a gracious 
discharge from his Lord, can retain sentiments of 

anger 
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celebration of that solemnity, he delayed his journey 
for some days, that he might attract the less notice. 
But his brethren (which expression includes all those 
who were nearly related), knowing his constant 
practice, wondered at this delay, and, with an in
solent taunt, desired him to take that opportunity of 
going to display his works at Jerusalem. They 
meant to insinuate that he courted popularity, and 
aimed at nothing more .than the public applause. 
Never was any objection more groundless or more 
invidious than this. His whole deportment mani
fested a contrary disposition. But men with a ma
levolent heart are capable of the basest misrepresen
tations. There were unbelievers, we perceive, among 
the kindred of Jesus, and probably in the same house 
with him, who, though witnesses of his exemplary 
holiness and miraculous operations, derided and re
jected him. They who dwell in a pious family, or 
are intimately connected with a person eminently 
religious, enjoy peculiar advantages for their own 
spiritual improvement; but, even in so favourable 
a situation, they may remain in ignorance and con
tempt of those principles, the excellency of which 

»ally before their eyes. We do not wonder, 
that the faithful servants ol Christ are 

shamefully calumniated by those who are nearly 
to them; especially as we observe such malig

nant reproaches cast upon their Lord and Master. 
Jesus replied that he was aware how much hatred 

he had incurred by his severe reproofs, and, there
fore, that he should not yet venture himself amongst 
his decided enemies. He further remarked, that this 
reason need not detain them, since their conduct 
was so agreeable to the spirit of the world, as to 
excite no disgust or malevolence. The observation 
accounts for all the violence of persecution which is 
raised against those who boldly condemn the smtui 
practices of their own times, and shows also that it 
may be avoided by a mean and servile compliance 
with the general sentiments and manners. Perhaps 
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eur Lord could not trust himself even in the com-
nanv of his own relations; and therefore he followed 
them, after some days, with the greatest privacy. 
Had he neglected this service, he would, probably, 
have been censured as a despiser of religion; lor 
there was an universal expectation of him at the 
festival, and, as he did not appear at the beginning, 
there was much inquiry made concerning him. 
is evident, then, that he was regular in his attendance 
on divine ordinances; thus he " fulfilled all righte
ousness," and left a perfect example to his people 
What resemblance of him do they bear, who neglect 
the sacred institutions of God's house? Do not then-
very excuses convict them of profaneness, indolence, 
or avarice? To tread in his steps, we must care-
fully observe the appointed times and solemnities ot 
public worship. 

It might be also to avoid ostentation, as well as 
danger, that Jesus travelled to Jerusalem in private. 
Perhaps even there he concealed himself upon his 
first arrival; while warm debates were held con
cerning him, some allowing his integrity, otheis 
condemning him as a deceiver, and none daring to 
avow an attachment to him. But, about the midst 
of the festival, he appeared in the temple, and de
livered his holy instructions with an unshaken firm-
ness and intrepidity, through a pure zeal for the 
honour of God, and compassion for the souls of the 
numerous congregation then assembled. 1 he Jews 
immediately perceived such a depth of sacred know
ledge as they could not account for, considering the 
meanness of his education: but he proceeded to de
clare that he was invested with a commission from 
Heaven, and that his doctrine was not the °* 
human learning, or the deductions of reason, but a 
direct revelation from God. He observed that the 
evidences were such as would convince an honest 
inquirer, and that the man who was seriously dis
posed to do the will of God would certainly attain 
a right understanding of the truth, however obscure 
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or absurd it might seem to others. As to himself, 
he maintained that he sought nothing but the divine 
glory, and therefore that they should receive him, at 
least, as no impostor. 

The Gospel, then, which Jesus taught, demands 
our unfeigned regard, because it is a message from 
God. Herein he still preaches to us, as he did to 
the Jews of old. Let us examine whether we " know 
of the doctrine." Are we persuaded of its authority 
and excellence? Have we a clear perception of its 
grand design ? And have we carefully traced its 
distinguishing lineaments ? If otherwise, we should 
suspect in ourselves an unsoundness of heart, a deter
mined love of sin, and a spirit of presumptuous dis
obedience to God. These are the chief causes of in
fidelity and ignorance where the truth of God is sent: 
and it is generally evident that men's difficulties and 
objections betray a perverse and unholy disposition. 

Jesus, by a bold appeal, accused his hearers of 
transgressing the law of which they boasted : some 
he even charged with harbouring designs of violence 
against his person. They denied the imputation, 
and insolently reviled him for it, as if he were ender 
the possession of the devil. He, however, continued 
to assert that their persecution was most unreason-

and malignant, since they made the cure of 
and impotent poverty, which he had per-

011 the sabbath*, a plea for slander, rage, 
and murder. He showed how inconsistent it was to 
condemn his miraculous work of mercy, which, in 
fact, broke not the law of the day, and on the same 
sacred season themselves to practise the rite of cir
cumcision, out of regard to Moses, who had ap
pointed it, and yet was not its original founder. 
Why should their decisions be regulated by appear
ances ? Why would they not form a just and im
partial judgment ? 

Many of the people were impressed with an ad
miration of his courage, especially when they knew 

* John v. h—16. 
t h a t  
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.1..., tuere were serious intentions of destroying,him; 
and vet they foolishly concluded that he couldnot 
" the Messlh, hecaLe his extract,on seeded in
compatible with that bigbc e1 notwithstandjng 

their supposed acquaintance with him 
h e  came to them with an express and fml com
missi" from that God, of whom they were ignorant, 

with Whon, he had the most i. - »™ 
cations. Alas! how many deceive emsel..s n 
boasting of their clear perceptions o! 
nature, and their sincere J®Sa" m Their very 
^St^^SSwSSlydesnaChJ 
generally arise from gross m.sapprehensions or a 

Vathpr should dcclutc lVim unto us. 
So pointed a reproof and such high vv. , 

more thaS they could bear. They were filled with 
raget and wer£ only prevented from acts of violence 
by a strong impression upon their n''"dS' ^lch re 
strained their malice. It was not possibethatthey 
should have power to destroy him tilI the purpow* 
of Heaven were accomplished. ^ et to 
manv of the lower order who seemed convinced that 
he was indeed the Christ; for they argued rightly, 
that the promised Deliverer could not P^om^moie 
astonishing operations than Jesus i aurmed the 
favourable dispositions m the people alarm 
great council of the sanhednm, « 
assembled; and officers were •rnmediately serit to 
apprehend him. But the nrnlevo.ent d 
baffled. Jesus continued to preach even be, 
face of those who were charged with a commission 
to seize him. He warned them that, notw. hstand-
ing their opposition, he should pioceed n _ 
a little longer; that shortly, return.ngio the state 
of glorious exaltation which he had le » . and 
be removed beyond the reach of then i c 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS# 

that they would seek in vain to be admitted into his 
presence. How solemn the admonition! Alas! 
how few considered the time of their visitation! 
How few, in our own day, consider that Jesus, who 
waits upon them in the ministry of his word, will 
soon withdraw himself, that the gracious offers now 
made will never be renewed, and that an eternal 
separation must take place between them and that 
Saviour whom they despise! " Where He is, thither 
they cannot come." 

While they were puzzled to comprehend his mean
ing, he proclaimed aloud the rich mercy of the Gos
pel, inviting the application of all who were truly 
desirous of spiritual blessings. To such persons he 
promised to dispense the abundant influences of the 
Holy Ghost, for their support and refreshment. He 
also described those precious emanations, as pro
ceeding from believers, and blessing their numerous 
connexions, like streams which scatter wide their 
plenty. This wondrous, this encouraging address 
to the whole body of the people, was pronounced 

the last day of the feast, at a time when it is pro
le the assembly was larger than usual; and when, 

as it is supposed, the officers of justice stood before 
him. On that day it was customary to fetch water 
from the fountain of Siloam, and pour it on the altar 

th great exultation. Perhaps, too, in testimony 
this, they sung at the time that remarkablesentence, 

the allusion gives life to the description of the 
" With joy shall ye draw water out of the 
salvation It is thought that upon this 

occasion Jesus stood on an eminence, and, exerting 
his voice, that he might be heard by the surrounding 
multitudes, directed their attention to himself, as 
intended to be represented in that ceremony as " the 
fountain of living waters," Communicating the most 
plentiful supplies of grace to every thirsty soul. 

To us, also, the same blessing is offered, the same 
kind invitation is given. His ambassadors still ad-

* Isa. xii. 3. See Bishop Lowth on that passage. 
dress 
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dress us, with similar proposals, Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters . The grand 
source, to which we are referred, remains inex
haustible as ever; nor is there any thing to obstruct 
our access except our own indifference or aversion. 
« Let him that is athirst come ; and whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely f." Have we 
any ardent desires for those spiritual benefits which 
Jesus confers ? It is well if we be truly sensib e of 
their excellence and importance. Let our applica
tion be made unto him without delay, and with ear
nest solicitation. He will not disappoint our wishes, 
but even exceed our largest expectations and con
ceptions; and perhaps the mercy which we receive 
may be conveyed to others also, through our means, 
for their effectual relief and salvation. 

These surprising declarations of Jesus excited va
rious debates among the people. Some were dispose 
to honour him as a Prophet, others to acknowledge 
him as the Christ; but, as they hastily .concluded that 
he was born in Gallilee, it was argued that he could 
not fulfil the ancient prophecies concerning the Mes
siah and they were too careless or too bigoted to enter 
into'fuvther inquiries. The very men who were em
ployed to apprehend him, and some of whom were 
disposed to take him by force, listener o 11® 
till, under the strongest impressions of admiration and 
reverence, they were unable to execute their purpose. 
They returned without their prisoner, and were con
strained to allege, in excuse for not fulfilling their 
commission, " Never man spake like this man. How 
easily can the Lord God overawe and confound his 
enemies! "Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee, 
the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain+. 
have known many instances of those, who, unac
countably to themselves, have been suddenly obliged 
to relinquish their designs of violence, and even 
plead the cause of persons whom they ha v 

* Isa.lv. i. . + Rev. xxii. 17-
tPsai.ixxvi.io. destroy. 
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destroy. Not a few have been brought to a state of 
penitence, under a sermon, while they were seeking 
objections, and forming malevolent intentions against 
the preacher. 

The sanhedrim, however, were the more exaspe
rated, and represented ail, who favoured Jesus, as 
ignorant,deluded, and infatuated wretches,not worthy 
to be regarded. Nicodemus attempted to mode
rate their rage; but he met with a severe rebuke 
for the prudent advice which he suggested; and 
perhaps the council broke up in confusion. 

The evening approached, and Jesus retired, not to 
indulge in sensuality or indolence, nor even to obtain 
the necessary refreshment of sleep. He withdrew 
to the mount of Olives, at some little distance from 
the city, where he might give vent to the ardent affec
tions of his soul in secret prayer*. The night, there
fore, as well as the day, was devoted to the service of 
God, with a view probably to the salvation of sinners, 
for whom he was most anxiously concerned. Let 
those, who minister in holy things, be instructed from 
him to mix the duties of private devotion with their 
public labours, if they wish to be supported and to 
prosper in their work. 

Early in the morning lie returned to the temple,and, 
not discouraged by the opposition he had met with, 
resumed his employment, teaching the people with 
the same freedom as before. His insidious adversaries 
also renewed their attempts with much vigilance and 
assiduity, though their former schemes were defeated. 
Some of the Scribes and Pharisees brought an adul
teress before him, and desired his decision upon the 
case, whether or no she should be stoned, according to 
the Mosaic injunctions. Their intention was to reduce 
him to a difficulty, and, from his judgment, whatever 
it might be, to prefer a serious charge against hirp. 
Had he pronounced sentence upon -her, they would 
probably have accused him as an enemy to the Ro
man government; or, if he had acquitted her, they 

* John viii. 1, &c. 
Blight 
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hiisrlit have calumniated him as subverting their law, 
and favouring the sin which she had committed, lor 
some time he seemed to pay no regard to their ques
tion • but when they urged him to reply, he showed his 
knowledge of their hearts, arid displayed his power as 
well as wisdom by confounding their purpose. His 
answer was, " He that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone at herand it was such a poin ted 
application to their consciences, and so forcibly im
pressed,that it obliged them to depart, and thus tacitly 
to acknowledge their own guilt. Immediately, the 
gracious Redeemer dismissed the poor criminal with
out condemnation ; for he acted not as the civil ma
gistrate, and would not pronounce her oflence unpar
donable: but he solemnly admonished her to sin no 
more. Who, then, shall presume to contend with 
Him? " He disappointeth the advices of the crafty, 
so that their hands cannot perform their enterprise *. 
But transgressors, even of the most atrocious kind, 
who tremble before him, need not despair of his 
mercy. Only let them remember his salutary cau
tion, nor dare, in any future instance, to renew their 
wicked practices. . 

Jesus continued to deliver his instructions to the 
people, still maintaining his own divine character, 
and exhibiting himself as the Author of all spiritual 
blessings. Perhaps from the view of^the sun, then 
breaking forth upon them, he took occasion to com
pare himself to that grand luminary, declaring that 
only by a regard to him we can be rescued from fatal 
delusion, and conducted in the paths of peace and joy 
to a state of eternal blessedness above. As the tes-
tival was ended, many of his hearers, probably, were 
preparing to return to their respective abodes, and 
their common occupations. 1 he brightness of the 
day was the traveller's opportunity, but Jesus ex
horted him to remember the presence of a better 
light, which would never leave him benighted. Are 

* Job v. 12. 
our 
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our eyes then directed unto Him, as the only source 
of wisdom, strength, and comfort to the soul? Do 
we discover any glory in him, which may properly, 
though inadequately; be represented by that most 
resplendent body in the firmament? Do we walk by 
his light; or are the benefits which we receive from 
him adequate to such an exalted description as this? 

It was objected that his doctrine rested merely on 
his own assertion, and therefore could not be credited. 
But he replied, that sufficient testimony of his high 
character had been already given, and that they con
demned him through the influence of carnal preju
dices. He argued, also, that his declarations de
manded their implicit assent, as he had produced the 
strongest proofs of his Father's presence with him; 
but that, while they cavilled at his claims, they 
showed their entire ignorance of his Father, as well 
as of him. This was a bold charge indeed ; and, con
sidering his situation and their malevolence, it was 
wonderful that they bore it. But they, were still 
under an invisible restraint, as the full time for his 
being delivered into their hands was not arrived. 
He continued, therefore, to warn them that he should 
shortly leave them to perish in their unbelief, and 
that then it would be too late to solicit an admission 
into bis presence. When they turned his very 
warning into ridicule, he declared more plainly that 
he descended from the heavenly world, and properly 
belonged to it; but that they were entirely earthly 
in their views, affections, and pursuits, and that by 
rejecting him they would sink under the curse of their 
sins into final destruction. 

Ah ! how foolish as well as wicked is the conduct 
of those who persist in opposing the Saviour, to their 
own inevitable ruin ! They trifle away their precious 
moments in raising one petulant objection after an
other, while they stand on the brink of eternal misery. 
Should we not desire to rouse them from their 
lethargy ? What mean your indifference and levity . 
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Have you forgotten that the grand concerns of your 
souls "are still unsecured ? Instead of replying to 
your subtleties, we would faithfully denounce " the 
'terrors of the Lord/' and entreat you, without delay, 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, Jest you " die in 
your sins," 

Still unwilling to admit, perhaps deriding, his 
claims, some insolently asked whom he pretended to 
be. He confirmed his former assertions, and replied, 
that, though he had many charges to bring against 
them, he should only for the present maintain that he 
acted by a sacred commission, and delivered no other 
doctrine than what he had received from the Father. 
Yet, plain as these declarations were, the people, 
blinded by their prejudices, did not comprehend his 
meaning. He, however, foretold, that, after taking 
him off by the violent death of the cross, they would 
be struck with a conviction of his divine character and 
high office; and he solemnly assured them, that, 
though rejected and scorned by sinners, he was not 
deserted of his heavenly Father, but was the constant 
object of his complacency and delight. O, let us fear to 
indulge a captious disposition, lest we he given up to 
a reprobate mind I Is not this exalted Teacher 
" worthy of all acceptation ?" Why, then, do we not 
sincerely and thankfully submit to his instructions? 
Does not our perverse opposition evince a proud and 
an earthly mind ? 

His bold and serious harangue, though generally 
despised, produced an evident impression on some of 
the company, who, therefore, professed to regard him 
as the Messiah. Addressing himself to these persons, 
in particular, he exhorted them to yield a steadfast 
and pei severing attention to his word, and thereby to 
prove themselves, beyond a doubt, his faithful dis
ciples. He subjoined a most gracious promise, that 
in this way they should be enlightened with such a 
knowledge of his doctrine, as would establish them 
in a state of glorious freedom. Yet eo captious 

rot, in, * were 
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were the multitude, that even this very promise gave 
offence. His proposal of conferring freedom implied 
that they had been in servitude; which they resented 
as a gross insult, boasting of their high privileges as 
the children of Abraham. Their proud and ignorant 
objection, however, led him to show that his meaning 
was spiritual; and he replied to the following effect:— 

" Little as you may be aware of the melancholy 
truth, I solemnly assure you, that every one prac
tising iniquity is actually a slave to sin, the worst of 
tyrants. So circumstanced, then, notwithstanding 
your descent from Abraham, you are not the children 
of God, and may expect to be excluded from his 
household. But I, his only-begotten Son, who am 
entitled to all the honours of his family, am em
powered likewise to confer them upon you ; so that, 
if you receive the liberty which I bestow, you will 
be rescued from a state of miserable bondage, and 
the most exalted privileges be secured to you for 
ever. Tou boast, and I allow, your extraction from 
an illustrious Patriarch; but his genuine offspring 
are not, as you are, incensed at my doctrine, nor filled 
with murderous'rage against me. My word has 
place in them, though not in you. I declare the will 
of my Father, that which I know to be so, from the 
most intimate acquaintance with his mind: and you 
also shew by your deportment what you have learned 
from your father." 

Here they interrupted him, still maintaining that 
sprang from no other than Abraham. But Jesus 

proceeded :—4( Were you indeed the children of A bra
ham, you would tread in his steps: but how widely 
do you differ from him in your spirit and conduct, 
while you are aiming at ray life, for boldly asserting 
among you the truth of God! Your actions correspond 
with the original from which you are derived.". This 
insinuation they considered as reproachful to their 
character, and contended that God was their Father. 
The Saviour answered:—" If such were your near re

lation 
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lation to God, you would discover an affectionate 
regard to me, who am his immediate offspring, and 
have received my commission from him alone. To 
what shall I ascribe your ignorance of my meaning, 
bat to your carnal dispositions, which have effectually 
stopped your ears against me ? You, therefore, belong 
to another family, and are evidently the children of 
the wicked one, whose very tempers you betray: he 
has been uniformly seeking the destruction of man
kind, and, by the basest treachery and falsehood, op
posing divine truth: he is the parent of murder and 
of lies. You reject me merely because I have faith
fully declared to you the counsel of God. I dare 
appeal to you, prejudiced as you are, that you cannot 
bring any charge of guilt against me: and, if you 
must admit my integrity, why will you not credit my 
assertions ? Every one who is born of God, and under 
the influence of his grace, will yield a serious atten
tion and an unreserved submission to his will, in 
whatever manner it be revealed: this, therefore, 
cannot be your character, as you prove by your 
perverse and obstinate unbelief." 

These severe reproofs exasperated the Jews still 
more, so that they replied, with manifest rancour, 
that they were now justified in their suspicions of 
him, as being an enemy to their religion, like the 
Samaritans, and acting under the instigation of the 
devil. He repelled the blasphemous charge with 
singular meekness, observing, that so far from having 
connexions with Satan, he had uniformly shown 
what had brought their contempt upon him, a zealous 
regard to his Father's glory; that, though he might 
be indifferent abdut his own personal honour, yet 
there was One, who would assert it to their entire 
condemnation. He added, also, the most gracious 
and solemn protestations, for the encouragement of 
the penitent, that the sincere believer in him should 
never t&ste the bitterness, or come under the power, 
of death. The precious promise, no less than his 
reproofs, incensed thetti, and confirmed them in the 

q 9 persuasion 
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JESUS 

penetration and discernment, when they are deluded 
by" the father of lies," and, through the ascendancy 
of carnal principles," cannot hear" the pure doctrine 
of the Gospel. Let us pray that we may not be 
given up to such infatuation. 

Do we, then, believe in Jesus, as he is here exhibit* 
ed? Do we triumph in that Saviour whom Abraham 
beheld with joy ? Do we trust in him, adore, praise, 
and serve him, as being no other than JEHOVAH, the 

freat " I AM," " God over all, blessed for ever?" 
urely his character will justify our strongest con

fidence. Let us not renounce our faith, or be 
ashamed of our attachment. He himself exhorts us 
" not to be moved away from the hope of the Gospel." 
How animating are his promises to those who " con
tinue in his word!" He will afford us increasing 
knowledge of his truth, gradually dispersing the 
darkness of our minds; he will break off the fetters 
in which sin has long held us captive, and bring us 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God- He 
will even disarm death of its terrors, enable us to 
smile in the near prospect of it, and give us a perfect 
and everlasting deliverance. May every reader, then, 
possess such a firm and unshaken dependence upon 
him, as to say," I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day * 1" Amen. 

* 2 Tim. i. 12. 
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SECT. 24. 

Jesus sent out seventy disciples to and 
addressed them upon their 
captious lawyer, and delivered theparabtef 

Samaritan-—visited Martha and Mary )Beth 
taught and encouraged his disciples 

with a Pharisee, and gave the most severe reproofs. 

I N  this practical review of the lifes of' Jesus, I t U  
intended to introduce the principal occurrences 
cording to their regular order, where it can be^as-
certained; but on some occasions w y,. . . £ 
to depart from it, for a more convenient divis.on ot 
the subject into different sections. It s no : ot so 
much importance to arrange and havmon z^e the i 
Gospels, as to obtain* right knowledge of the glorious 
Character there delineated, and paitic p 
UTi ESE&SZZ*' one more journey throng 
Galilee, he chose out a large company of giants 
whom he sent before to every town which he_h»"s 
meant to visit, that, by then preaching, a ser ous 
tention might be excited among the P^ple. an 
their minds disposed to receive him 
appearance *. The twelve Apostles had alreadygone 
forth with his commission, and now he selected 
SEVENTY other persons, the exac nurJj ,g ^ 
for the relief of Moses imhis office+. f Jhese also^he 
divided into pairs, that they migh s gave 
other's hands; and, upon their departure, he g 
them instructions similar to those which he hau a 

» Luke x. 1, &c. f Numb. xi. 16- i vere(J 
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livered to the Apostles. This appointment, proba
bly, took place before his attendance at the feast of 
tabernacles, last mentioned. 

He addressed them to the following purpose:— 
" Unite your fervent prayers for more labourers to 
be sent out into the very extensive field which lies be
fore you, that the harvest may be gathered in; for, 
though a large addition is now made, there is suf
ficient work to call for a further increase. And, 86 
none should presume to intrude themselves into this 
employment, your application should be to the great 
Lord of the harvest, who alone can discern the proper 
persons, and furnish them with all necessary pre
parations for the sacred function. You go forth 
under mv directions " as lambs among wolves," in 
the face of furious adversaries, who will endeavour 
to harass and destroy you. But commit yourselves 
to the care of divine Providence; nor take with you 
any supplies for your temporal support. Like men 
in haste, who are despatched upon urgent business, 
you are to lose no time in vain compliments * : yet 
neglect not to give the strongest proofs of your bene
volence, by praying for every family which you 
visit: and You at least, if not They, shall receive the 
benefit. Whatever entertainment may be offered, 
you will not scruple to accept it, as the wages earned 
by your labour; but remove not from one house to 
another for your own indulgence, or in search of 

ter accommodations. In confirmation of your 
rine, and asan intimation of its benign tendency, 
w invest you with full powers to heal the sick; 

t at the same time you must proclaim theapproach 
the Saviour, coming to establish his kingdom, 
hile you depart from the people who despise vour 

message, solemnly warn them of their sin and clanger, 
since aggravated ruin will come upon them for their 
contempt of mercy. The curse of an incensed God 
awaits the inhabitants of those cities which have 
scornfully rejected my ministry; and, however ex-

* « Kings iv. 29. 
a I ted 
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ilted their privileges have been, they shall finally 
nensh w1[hPa much more tremendous destruction 
than even those abandoned places, Sodom, Tyre, and 
S don which nave already felt the weight olivine 
vengeance. Thus, also, I shall consider myself, and 
mv Almighty Father likewise, either as regarded or 
XttS by the persons among 

SSfyr^reSt^ salvation or perdhiou 

S ue devised, to imm^l ^ 
He sent out, we observe, a numerous company 01 
harbingers and heralds, proclaiming pardon and peace , 
and he himself look one laborious journey after »-
other, for the same benevolent ,N°re  ̂
Hi* Iovp less conspicuous when he warned tne ue 
snisers of his Gospel that the most tremendous woes spisers 01 ins ^ k |ie poured out his 
were coming upon them , I he ore-
heart in deep distress on the.r account. » H be 
sides as Head over his church , an - > Tajgeg u 
to rescue sinners from eternal mis y, tQ 
and employs ma ny  ambassadors ^ recGlK,iliati;t1;" 
whom he " commits the w oromote 
And, as it seems most probable that he wdl P « 
the cause of truth and righteousness m he eartn y 

means of faithful and 
unite our p raye r s  to him for Glared from-town-
their testimony his name may e . Where 
to town, and from one kingdom to another VI here 

he sends his messengers, we are J\var»Je-
th„ be himself -j'"™ «PP«* * 

We would, therefore, entreat those, amo ij^ 
this proclamation of mercy is made, 

* Matt, xxviii. Qd. 
Q O 
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much depends upon it. " It is not a vain thing for 
you, because it is your life If it be not effectual 
to save you, it wilL aggravate your condemnation. 
Those, who " watch for your souls," will finally 
witness either for or against you, according to the 
reception which you give to their words. They are 
the representatives of their adorable Lord and Master, 
who will shortly arise to vindicate his own cause: 
and how will you meet him, if you treat his gracious 
proposals with scorn or indifference? 

The seventy disciples returned to Jesus, perhaps 
about the feast of tabernacles, with an account of 
their ministry. They appeared to be elated, as 
having succeeded beyond their expectation; and ex
pressed their grateful surprise, because the very 
devils were subject to them through his name, as if 
nothing, from that time, should be able to stand 
against them. Jesus himself, also,, triumphed in the 
downfal of Satan, not only as approving the punish
ment inflicted on him for his original apostacy, but 
as foreseeing the ruin of his interest and kingdom in 
the world to be approaching. He promised, there
fore, to confirm to his disciples the miraculous 
powers which they had exercised, and to support 
them against every snare and danger. But, lest they 
should be exalted above measure" through their 
distinguished privileges, he reminded them that these 

comparatively of little worth, and that it was a 
cause of thankfulness and joy to be ad-
the family of God, and enrolled among 

heirs of heaven, than to possess the most absolute 
over the infernal spirits. 

On this occasion the Saviour exulted in bis heart, 
and broke forth into expressions of grateful satis
faction, from the prospect of what these feeble 
instruments should accomplish, though opposed by 
persons of consummate wisdom and prudence. But 
how profound the mystery! Salvation is revealed to 
^hose who are weak, and of as little account as babes, 

* Deut. xxxii. 
while 

(U't 
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while men of admired 
in ignorance and contempt of it In t is ras 
dispensation Jesus acquiesced and . a full 

L°rd ^Ton ofhifequity. weXuld submit implicitly 

of them. It should suffice us that 

ow^'ift^d'SS IE 

from his own immediate an ,, , -phen fike-
can declare the nature T1" fofbeing acquainted 
wise, to excite their thankfulness tor Demg thg 
with him, he congratulated them p 
vest, because they were favoured ^ hg" Pthaa 

leges, and clearer discer^e"hal"acters in old times, 
many of the most eminent , . v„j nf God. 
prophets and kings, who weie if we "have 
P And are not o u r  obligat.ons immense, rf JJ ^ 
obtained like-precious faith, ai in t^e book 
conclude that our " God done 

power,. That grace, which ra '"6°'™fsti™"ished 
luable, is bestowed upon us. O ^ 

£" ai ."'whom God " hath r«»ealed the« 
fV»* y T'hp reason must be sought, not % JSS hi. HXES. counsels. Surely in the con 
templation of this mercy we shall cry out w, 
der, love, and praise, "Even so, Father^tor, ^ 
seemed good in thy sight. L may par-
those, who are yet in darkness, ^ ..J into mar-
take of our happiness, by being * v.ellous 
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vellous lightthat their eyes may he blessed, in 
beholding the glory and excellency of our Redeemer. 

During some part of our Lord's address to the se
venty upon their return, it should seem that he was 
surrounded by a large company. Among the rest 
was a certain lawyer, one of those who studied and 
expounded the law of Moses. He, professing some 
regard, but designing to involve him in a difficulty, 
came forward, and proposed a question. It is likely 
that he felt much self-confidence, or entertained a 
secret contempt of Jesus, while he begged to be 
informed what he must do for the attainment of 
eternal life. The subject is indeed important above 
all others; and, had the information been asked with 
an humble teachable disposition, Jesus would not 
have refused a direct and explicit answer. But, as 
he knew the proud and captious temper of the man, 
he replied in a way which might tend to humble or 
silence him. He referred him to the demands of the 
law (upon his obedience to which the Scribe placed 
his dependence), assuring him that an entire com
pliance with those claims of perfect love, both to 
God and men, would entitle him to the blessedness 
of heaven, as the just recompense of his deeds; 
" This do, and thou shalt live:" as if he had said, 

Perform, in their utmost extent, without dimi
nution or interruption, all the injunctions of God's 
righteous commands, and sure and everlasting reward 

await thee: but the least deviation or defect will 
thee to condemnation 

the same manner it may be proper to treat all 
persons as value themselves on their supposed 

goodness. This method seems calculated to con
vince them of their ignorance and presumption; so 
that the law may serve tc as a schoolmaster to bring 
them unto Christ, that they may be justified by 
faith f." We ask, if your hopes are built on your 
own duties, are you aware how much is required of 
you? Have you never failed of loving God supremely 

* See Gal. iii. 10—13. f 
and 
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and fervently, with all your heart, soul, strength, 
and mind; or your neighbour as yourselves.Ifthe 
dispositions have had their  constant and full influence 
upon you, from your earliest moments to this present 
hour, you need not implore mercy, or be indebted 
to the Saviour : on the ground of justice,accordin 
to "the law of works," you may expect and even 
claim eternal life. But does not th isveryrepresenta-
tion awaken your fears, Tather than flatter yo 
pride, or confirm your vain confidence . 

What effect was produced upon the H 

was neither humbled «°r si>enced • but still desirous 
to stand upon his own delence, and perhaps in ordei 
to evade conviction, he proposed another question 
" Who is my neighbour?" From this circumstance 
our Lord took occasion to confute the erroneous 
notion, then generally prevalent, that neigi ours 
i n c l u d e d  o n l y  p a r t i c u l a r  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  s u c h f . s w  
situated near to each other, or connected by the 
bonds of kindred or religion. Hie sense of the 1 
w a s  c o n f i n e d  w i t h i n  a  n a r r o w  c o m p a s s ,  w  . . .  
thought that none but persons of this descnPl 

only have any claim upon our benevolence. Jesus 
however, showed that we are indispensably requ.red 
to extend our utmost kindness to all our 
tures in distress, of whatever nat ion or p ofess on 
though separated from us or even incensed agamst 
lis hv nartv Quarrels or distinctions. 1 his tie did, 
in'the parable of the good Samaritan, an feting and 
instructive little history, the circumsbnices of vvh cb 
are so naturally combined, and related with such 
simDlicitv that it cannot tail to interest every reader. 7 Jew.s represented as reduced to the most cala
mitous and dangerous condition through the vio
lence of robbers. Two men of sacred character 
a Priest, and a Levite, travelling the sameroad, were 
witnesses of his misery: and though en » ^ 
an especial manner, should have dispose turned 
every act of tenderness and compassion, they 
away from the painful sight, without even a _ ing 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

J f i  

ing his relief. But a Samaritan, who was taught 
from his earliest years to hate and avoid the Jews, 
felt commiseration upon the first view of the wretched 
object. Forgetting the odious contentions between 
the two nations, he ran to his assistance, and, with 

-peculiar kindness, made effectual provision for his 
support. Such a conduct was the strongest proof of 
benevolence. He bound up the wounds of a stranger 
in misfortune, and supplied the necessities of a plun
dered enemy. Even this bigoted Scribe was con
strained to admire the Samaritan, and to confess that 
he had shown himself a neighbour indeed. 

The proper application is pointed out. To each of 
us, as well as to the lawyer, the Saviour says, " Go, 
and do thou likewise." There cannot be a more de
licate or more forcible reproof of a cruel, covetous, 
and narrow mind ; or a more striking representation 
of the necessity and happy effects of an enlarged 
charity. How unbounded, how active and generous, 
should our love be! But do we really appear to pos
sess such a disposition ? Where are the fruits? Do 
we not betray a proud, contracted, and unfeeling 
spirit ? Are we not restrained from doing good, some
times by selfishness, sometimes by malevolence? 
Alas! who can say that he has uniformly looked 
upon all men as his neighbours, and treated them 
with the same kindness which he should expect for 
himself in similar circumstances? How little do we 

our great Pattern, who has exhibited the 
extensive and disinterested benevolence! The 
Jesus " remembered us in our low estate," and, 

ough we were " sinners and enemies," not only 
stretched out his arm to rescue us from misery, but 
gave himself a sacrifice, and " died for the ungodly *• 
May the contemplation of this love excite us to " love 
one another, with a pure heart fervently f!" 

At Bethany, about two miles distant from Jeru
salem, lived an amiable family, to which our km*" 
seems to have been much attached. It was probably 

* Rom. t. 6—10. f 1 Pet. i. 22. 
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uDon his return from the feast of tabernacles that he 
called at this village to visit Lazarus and his sisters. 
The interview is mentioned, chiefly that we may 
remark the different kinds of attention which these 
two pious women paid to Jesus. They both received 
him with great affection. Mary placed herself at his 
feet, like an humble scholar, with an eager desire to 
imbibe his important instructions. But Martha. to 
whom perhaps the chief care of their domestic affairs 
belonged, discovered her regard to him "J* 
citude to provide a proper entertainment, f he lattm, 
however, being too intent upon that object, com
plained, with some marks ot peevishness, that hei 
sister did not help her. The,r,^lta^t'fUf her un' 
with much tenderness reproved Martha for her un
seasonable and immoderate anxiety about the various 
concerns of the family, or the preparing o sue ac 
commodations as were trifling, if not needless 1 an 
at the same time solemnly reminded her, that, wm e 
many lower matters engaged her attention and d s-
tracted her thoughts, « one thing was of absolute 
necessity, and that all others should give p ace to it. 
On this ground he commended the conduct of Mmy, 
who appeared to be more " spiritually minded, as 
improving the opportunity for her own greatest ad
vantage. He declared that Mary had acted wisely m 
preferring « the good part," because it is excellent 
in itself, and infinitely more valuable than all earthly 
possessions. It is, what they are not, secure and 

'"ThfSample as well as the observations of Jesus, 
upon this occasion, will furnish solid instruction. 
We should learn from him to show the influence oi 
our religion, as well in our common intercourse with 
each other as in the temple and closet. er~iy 

house where he was admitted he delivered his hea
venly doctrines, " his mouth speaking wisdom, ana 
bis tongue talking of judgment *. And®^tTof 
be unwilling or ashamed to introduce any m 

* Peal, xxxvii. 30. y 
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our spiritual concerns, wherever we may be ? How 
do we appear to have the mind of Christ, if divine 
things engage no part of our private conversation? 
Do not some plead the cares of a family, the hurry 
of business, and an attention to company, as if 
these were of the first consequence, or as if God 
were to be regarded, and the interests of the soul 
consulted, only in the second place? What, then, 
has Jesus taught you ? He declares " One thing is 
needfulbut how many things are so in your esti
mation 1 That which he enjoins you, as important 
above all others, is either totally forgotten, or thrust 
aside, that you may be more at leisure to pursue 
what is of little worth, and cannot long be secured. 
Even some pious persons are much obstructed in 
their spiritual progress through an excessive anxiety 
about their secular affairs. They do not, therefore, 
as they ought, glorify God by bringing forth fruit 
abundantly, nor do they enjoy the comforts of reli
gion in themselves. But the greater part of mankind 
seem entirely carnal ; for they propose no higher 
object to themselves than to gratify their animal na
ture; as if " the one thing needful" were to make 
the most of the present life, to eat, drink, and be 
merry. A zealous regard to religion is condemned 

derided, as extreme folly, though it be the truest 
wisdom. The servant of Jesus, who is observed to 
" sit at his feet and hear his wo d," is complained of 

iserting his post. But his divine Master will 
his cause to the confusion of his opponents; 

when they shall be for ever separated from all 
that is now dear to them, he will possess a treasure 
and a happiness in the heavens, ** which shall not 
be taken away from him." 

On another occasion, and in a different place, 
where Jesus had retired, he was requested by one of 
his disciples, at the conclusion of his devotions, to 
teach them to pray, as John also had taught his fol
lowers*. It cannot be supposed that they had con-

* Luke xi. 
tinue 
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tinued so long with him in ignorance or neglect of 
this duty; for they must have learned the necessity 
of it both from his example and his exhortations. 
But they now desired some particular instructions, 
perhaps some form of prayer, to be delivered to them : 
and it is supposed that the most eminent Jewish 
masters, as well as John the Baptist, gave their re
spective scholars and adherents a short model for their 
worship. In compliance with their wishes, then, 
he repeated, with certain trifling alterations, that 
brief but comprehensive address to God, with which 
he had furnished them before, as a directory for their 
devotions; and now he appointed it to be used as a 
stated form *. 

It has been already observed that it might be 
adapted to the peculiar situation- of the disciples, 
and intended only for that period. We could not, 
however, at the same time, help remarking, that, 
as the expressions are suitable for Christians in all 
ages and circumstances, it may still be retained with 
great propriety, both in public and private worship, 
though not to the exclusion of other petitions. The 
composition is wonderful and excellent, beyond any 
commendation which we can offer. We call upon 
those, who desire to serve God acceptably, to study 
the full sense of all its parts distinctly, and endeavour 
to enter into its true spirit. Consider how you pray. 
You are here taught to approach to God with affec
tion and confidence as to your Father, yet with pro
found reverence as to him who " hath prepared his 
throne in the heavens." His name should be dear 
to you ; and you should implore grace for others, 
that it may be known and sanctified in every place, 
requesting also that he would establish his kingdom 
in righteousness by the everlasting Gospel, and that 
all the inhabitants of the earth may unite with those 
of heaven in yielding him a cheerful and perfect obe
dience. Looking up in faith, you must ask your 
daily support from him. You must confess to him 

* See Sect. 10. 
your 
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your numerous and aggravated offences, humbly 
seeking his forgiveness, and declaring your readinesi 
to pardon every injury received from your fellow-
creatures. Yet, as you will be constantly exposed 
to fresh temptations, entreat him to strengthen and 
preserve you by the power of his Spirit, and to res
cue you out of the hands of your enemy. 

Such are the supplications which you are taught 
to offer ; but you should pray as persons in earnest, 
who are unwilling to take a denial. Our Lord assures 
you, that, as one man prevails upon another, if not 
by argument, or through the influence of friendship, 
yet by his incessant solicitation, you also, by the 
fervour and importunity of your requests, may ha\e 
power with God, and obtain his blessing. The pro
mises of Jesus for your success are absolute and in
violable. No instance can be produced of any one 
continuing to wait upon God with unwearied dili
gence and ardent devotion, who was finally rejected. 
You are encouraged to expect a favourable answer, 
from God's parental disposition. If you feel the 
affection of a father, what would you not grant to 
your beloved offspring, who earnestly entreat your 
assistance? You, indeed, who are "evil, may 
easily be warped from your duty, under the influ
ence of corrupt passions; yet you cannot refuse to 
relieve your children. And shall God withhold any 
thino* really good from those who send up their un-
ceasfng petitions to him ? No: he will give them his 
Holy Spirit, which will " fulfil all the good pleasure 

•of his goodness/' But, ah ! how cold, how lifeless 
are your prayers, if the duty be at all attempted. 
Shall you complain, or wonder, that you succeed no 
better ? Will you not be roused to greater fervour 
But, if you" restrain prayer before God/' and call 
not upon his name, your guilt is extreme ; an is 
tender mercies in waiting to be gracious will rent e 
vou the more inexcusable. 

It may be difficult, nor is it of any real importance, 
to ascertain the exact connexion of the fohowi^ 
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narrative. But at another time, when Jesus was 
delivering his instructions to the people, he received 
an invitation to dinner from a Pharisee, which he 
immediately accepted with his general affability and 
condescension*. It should s^em from the sequel, 
and from the manner of our Lord's address, that a 
scheme was formed to insnare him, and that for this 
purpose a large company of his usual opponents was 
collected together. But their malicious project was 
baffled ; and they met with a most severe reprehen
sion for their odious hypocrisy, and the numerous in
consistencies of their conduct. 

Jesus sat down to eat without observing the com
mon ceremony of washing his hands; when the mas
ter of the house, who narrowly watched him, secretly 
condemned him for the neglect. Our Lord was aware 
of the objection, though it was not avowed; and 
therefore he took the opportunity, not so much of 
vindicating himself, as of exposing the folly and dis
simulation of the Pharisees in general. Many were 
then before him, and }^et with remarkable plainness 
and courage he reproved them, while he detected 
their avarice and oppression, their pride and malig
nity of heart. He pointed out their absurdity in 
paying such scrupulous attention to external purifi
cations, while their minds were filled with schemes 
of rapine, and various kinds of wickedness. He ex
horted them to consider that the God who made them 
would not be satisfied with any outward observances, 
and that their great object should be to approve 
themselves to him. He urged them to renounce 
their covetousness and cruel exactions, and to be 
kind and liberal to the poor; in which way their 
food would be much more effectually sanctified to 
them than merely by the cleansing of their hands. 

Their danger was not to be concealed; and there
fore, that they might no longer flatter themselves, he 
addressed them in language the most authoritative 
and majestic, and denounced against them one tre-

* Luke xi. 37, &c. 
mendous 
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mendous wo upon another for their neglect of real 
and inward holiness while they boasted of their for
malities.* He exposed, also, their ostentation and 
ambition, and their egregious hypocrisy, by which 

many were deceived to their utter ruin. 
Jesus having included the Scribes in one of his re

proofs, a person then present, belonging to that pro
fession, expressed some degree ot warmth that they 
too should be so severely censured. But neither fear
ing their anger nor courting their favour, he pro
ceeded to condemn them for enjoining so many bur
densome rites upon the people, by their absurd 
interpretations and traditions, while they themselves 

ed not their own precepts. They pretended a 
for the ancient prophets, and built the tombs 

of the men whom their fathers had slain. But, as 
they inherited the cruel and persecuting disposition 
of their ancestors, they were convicted of the grossest 
hypocrisy; and the very sepulchres which they 
erected witnessed against them. Jesus thereto) e, 
knowing what was in their hearts, and what terrible 
consequences would follow from their 

sition to the Apostles and preachers ot the Gospel 
solemnly declared that God, in righteous judgment 
would shortly reckon with that generation and brine 
the most awful desolations upon them for all the bloot 
of his martyred saints which had been shed trom tnt 
foundation of the world. These perverse expounden 
of the law had to answer likewise for the general ig
norance of the people. By their false, though spe
cious comments, they locked up the grand treasuij 
of divine knowledge, and prevented others from re 
ceiving the Saviour. How great an aggravation o 
their own guilt! How could it be otherwise thai 
that the curse of God should rest upon them ? 

Such were the reproofs ot Jesus, suited, no dou 
to the state and temper of his hearers. It is not to 
us, who possess not his information or authority, 
thunder out anathemas in the same manner, hi 
his ministers, surely, should learn from him to be bo an 
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and strenuous in rebuking sin, and to declare, with
out respect of persons, that" the wrath of God cometli 
on the children of disobedience Very frequent 
occasions call for language of this kind : for how nu
merous is the company of gross offenders, as well as 
ceremonious hypocrites! Shall the servant of the 
Lord, then, keep silence, or debase his office by 
smooth and flattering addresses ? No: "whether 
men will hear, or whether they will forbear," he must 
"cry aloud and spare not," while he faithfully 

"shows them their transgression." The event must 
be left to God. 

What effect had our Lord's address upon his proud 
and captious auditors? Their indignation was kindled, 
and yet they knew not how to vent it. They set 
upon him with fury, urging him to speak on various 
subjects, only that they might bring an accusation 
against him. But such was his wisdom, that their 
schemes could not prevail. Their case stands as an 
admonition to future ages: and from them we should 
be warned to beware of formality, and of opposition 
to Christ or his people. How terrible the condem
nation of those who are incensed by the very word 
which should humble them! "Wherefore, as the 
Holy Ghost saith, To-day, if ye will hear his -voice, 
harden not your hearts f." 

» Col. iii. 6. t Heb. iii. 7, 8 
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S ect. $5. 

Jesus warned Ms disciples of hypocrisy and cowardice-
delivered the parable of the fich fool—gave cau
tions against ivorldliness—exhorted to prepare for 
his coming—foretold violent persecutions—preached 
the necessity of repentance, on the massacre of the 
Galileans—described the barren fig-tree—healed an 
infirm woman on the sabbath—showed thai many 
will be shut out of heaven—his message to Herod, 
and lamentation for Jerusalem. 
The conclusion of the preceding section repre

sented our Lord in the midst of malicious enemies, at 
the house of a Pharisee, where he was invited to dine. 
During his continuance there, so great was the eager* 
ness of the people without to hear his instructions, 
that an immense company, consisting of many thou
sands, assembled together, and even trampled on each 
other, from an earnest desire to be near him*. To 
gratify their wishes, therefore, he went out, and, in 

resence of them all, gave a solemn charge to his 
les, that they might not be misled or discou-
by the opponents with whom he had been 

ending. He cautioned them to beware of that de
lation which he had just condemned in the Pha

risees, and which would operate in them like leaven, 
imperceptibly spreading its influence around. It 
were easy to assume the garb of religion, and make 
high pretences to a peculiar sanctity. But what 
would this avail? As it cannot impose upon God, so 
there is a day coming, when it shall be published to 

* Luke xii. 1, &c. 
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the whole world; for every secret thing shall be 
brought to light. Ah! how different from our pre
sent apprehension will many characters then appear! 
What dishonesty, treachery, and oppression, what 
malice and revenge, what lewdness and intemperance, 
will be discovered, which are now concealed from 
human observation, and often cloaked under a show 
of piety! Who 3hall stand the test of that scrutiny? 
Those who now possess no more than a painted 
outside will then be the objects of contempt and 
abhorrence. 

The disciples had seen something of the furious 
opposition of these insidious adversaries, which 
might have had a bad effect upon their minds, 
in deterring them from a bold profession of the 
Gospel. Jesus, therefore, thus exhorted them to 
maintain a holy firmness in their adherence to his 
cause:—" You, my friends, must prepare to meet 
with cruel persecution; but in my service it will 
be dishonourable for you to dread those who may 
resist, however great and powerful they may be. 
You cannot suffer much or long from their rage. 
They may, possibly, be permitted to take away 
the life of your bodies; but their malicious ef
forts can extend no further. Let the Lord God Om
nipotent be the sole object of your fear. His in
fluence reaches to the eternal world, and, if he be 
your enemy, he can render you miserable both in 
your bodies and your souls for ever. Commit your
selves to his care, and he will provide for your sup
port. He, who forgetteth not the sparrows, worth
less as they may seem, is constantly mindful of your 
minutest concerns : " the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered." But, whatever temporal advantages 
you may lose for your attachment to me, I, your Lord 
and Master, whom you are not ashamed to follow, 
will acknowledge, approve, and honour you, befo're 
that glorious assemblage of angels, who shall attend 
me in the day of my future appearance. Then the 
persons who haye declined an open profession of my 

name, 
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name, through cowardice or other worldly motives, 
shall meet with a different recompense; in a manner 
equally public they shall be disowned and rejected, 
as base and detestable characters. They, indeed, 
who now oppose Me, may yet obtain forgiveness: 
am the Son of man, who come in mercy, not in judg
ment. But the case of those, who continue to 
despise the multiplied testimonies ot the Holy Ghost, 
and blasphemously ascribe his operations to the influ
ence of Satan, is remediless and desperate, their sin 
unpardonable. That divine Agent, whom they treat 
with impious scorn, will afford You his most gracious 
direction and support in your severest trials. Depend
ing on his aid, you may cheerfully face your perse
cutors, when you are called to answer at then 
tribunals: He will inspire you with wisdom am 
courage, and furnish you with words and argument, 
to plead my cause, so that you shall never be con 
founded before them." . 

Such were the Saviour's exhortations to his ancien 
disciples : and surely of us also he re quires the sam 
steadfastness of faith, the same contempt of the rag 
and threatening* of men, the same unshaken adhe 
rence to him and his service. Have we any reaso 
for dread, while the God of heaven is engaged to sus 
tain, protect, and comfort us, and a crown of glory i 
securecf to us at the end of our warfare? Let tnos 
tremble for the consequences, who, 10 opposinj 
Christ, undertake to " fight against God. Howeve 
his patience may bear long with them, at last he wi 
arise to execute judgment, when they shall be drivei 
away " as chaff before the wind," and overwhelms 
with everlasting horror and despair. 

After this address, Jesus was desired by one ot 
company to persuade his brother to agree toalai 
division of their paternal inheritance. This our Lor< 
declined, as being a matter totally foreign to his cha 
racier and office. His grand design was to drav 
vnens attention to their spiritual concerns; am 
therefore he took occasion, from this dispute betwee 
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the -brothers, to warn his hearers against covetous-
*ess, one great cause of contentions in the world. 
He observed, that an eager solicitude to procure tem
poral possessions is absurd, since the largest property 
will not prolong our lives, or render them truly com
fortable. 

He then showed the fatal tendency of an immo-
8erateattachment to present things, by a very striking 
parable. A person is described as receiving a vast 
augmentation of fortune by the fertility of his ground, 
and intent upon making the most of his substance. 
He proposed to erect more capacious granaries, in 
which bis increasing store might be secured, and 
flattered himself with the prospect of affluence, ease, 
and sensual indulgence, for many years. Having 
attained the summit of his wishes* he determined to 
retire from the hurry of business, and take all the 
enjoyments which his wealth could furnish. Who 
would not have pronbunced him a wise and happy 
man? But his schemes of pleasure and earthly 
felicity were suddenly broken ; and, in the midst of 
his plans for the gratification of his animal nature, he 
was summoned away into the presence of an angry 
God. He was condemned in the court of heaven for 
the most egregious folly, and his soul was required 
to enter upon a far different state of existence; while 
his boasted possessions were consigned to others, not 
being able to protract the execution of the sentence 1 

for one moment. Alas! how common the character! 
Our Lord declared that all those are in a similar 
situation who are anxious to become opulent, ancl 
wish to spend . their substance upon themselves, 
without consulting the will of God, or regarding the 
uecessities of others, and who at the same time are 
at no pains to obtain the far more valuable riches of 
divine grace. 

Jesus proceeded to caution his disciples against an 
inordinate attention to worldly circumstances, as 
being inconsistent with the true spirit of the Gospel, 
as implying a distrust of God, and a comparative 

VOL. HI. N neglect 
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neglect of eternal things. On this occasion 
peated some sentiments, which he had befc 
vanced in his sermon upon the mount, while hi 
to the following purpose:—4< I charge it up 
not to distract your minds with any secular 
not even for the necessary provision of f 
raiment. Will not He, who gave you life, 
you with the proper means of supportingiti 
great God sustains the ravens without aa 
trivance on their parts; and will he forgetyo 
are so much more valuable in his sight? I 
your utmost solicitude cannot effectually set 
3;ou the least advantage: it cannot add, 
degree, to your stature or your age. Look ah 
the inanimate world, and observe God's minuti 
tion to the very lilies, which, without their 
he has decked with glorious ornaments, f 
passing the richest attire of the most i 
monarchs. Shall he, then, bestow such apn 
of beauty upon the short-lived flowers, and a 
nish you with suitable apparel ? You are the 
of his choice and love, though you are so ba( 
to trust him. It is incongruous to your chara 
be intent upon such trifling concerns, and per 
about your temporal support. This, indeed,i 
the case with those who know not God; b 
should leave the care of yourselves with the 
leaven, who is your Father, and who, as 

ee^es can readily bestow what is needful to 
.in ^ r you v,&°rousIy pressing towards his 
n™ °f glory; and, in addition to better,)0 

2f6f .those earthly blessings, which shall1 

eo forth ,Zr.J°U- In the Prospect of that km 

vS Path1 : I™' tho"?h y°u a'e a"little( 
in that' hit® ^a,S f*ec*®ed, and will rejoice^ to^ 
von tiJ f 1 mheritance to which He c°' 
tiveiv iin'lifr'10^6' sure'y» wiH render youc°« 

ly indifferent about vour worldly Pr0Per-
dispose you to part 
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ilie trial. This expectation will kindle a feeling 
regard for the poor. They demand a share in your 
wealth, and you will not refuse it. You will be 
chiefly solicitous to secure to yourselves those trea
sures of which you cannot be deprived, and which 
will preserve their value and their lustre for ever
more. These alone merit the affections of yoiir 
hearts; and if indeed you have chosen them for your 
portion, your thoughts and desires will be directed 
to that more than to any other object." 

Such manner of persons were the primitive Chris
tians required to be: and is it allowable for modern 
Christians to be engrossed with secular pursuits, or 
principally attentive to the supports and comforts of 
the animal life? No: it is still as necessary as ever 
for the disciples of Jesus to be " spiritually minded," 
and weaned from this present world. If, then, our 
happiness be placed upon any temporal possessions 
©r carnal gratifications, we have not imbibed the 
spirit of the Gospel: and this very criterion, we fear, 
will prove that many among us have never felt the 
real influence of that religion which is so generally 
professed. Let us beware for ourselves, and listen 
more carefully to our divine Teacher, whose con
tinued exhortations call off our regard from all in
ferior concerns, that we may be waiting for our dis
mission from the body, and seeking a suitable pre
paration for eternity. 

Our Lord proceeded:—" You are stationed here 
only for a short season, and on a particular service. 
You are, therefore, to be constantly expecting the 
return of your Lord, diligently attending to your 
proper work, with " your loins girded about," like 
men in readiness for a journey, or any vigorous exer
tions, and with " your lights'burning," standing in a 
proper posture for the honourable reception of your 
Master. He may come suddenly; and therefore it i* 
tor you to be watching every moment, lest you be 
confounded at the intimations of his approach. The 
faithful and the active servant, thus persevering' te 

* 2 * 
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the end, shall be gloriously distinguished when the 
.Son of man appeareth." 

Peter inquired whether the exhortation was de
signed for all, or for the Apostles in particular. Jesus 
.replied, " Wherever the steward of approved fidelity 
arid prudence shall be placed, if his Lord shail find 
him performing the duties of his office, and discharg
ing his important trust, he shall obtain peculiar no
tice, and be advanced to a state of high dignity. But 
the careless and slothful servant, who, presuming 
upon the delay of his Lord's return, shall abuse the 
confidence reposed in him, and proceed to acts of op
pression and intemperance, shall be awfully surprised 
in the midst of his sin and folly, and instantly de
stroyed without remedy. The man who clearly un
derstands, and yet despises, his Master's will, shall 
feel the greatest severity; for the degree of future 
punishment shall be proportionate to the advantages 
and opportunities enjoyed upon earth, according to 
that equitable maxim, " Unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required." 

The admonition should rouse us to a serious in
quiry how we are acquitting ourselves in our respec
tive places. Are we properly fulfilling our trust? If 
our Lord should appear, could we meet him with joy, 
or expect a favourable reception from him? Are we 
waiting for his coming? On the contrary, are we 
not negligent and treacherous, endeavouring to put 
away from us the thought of death and judgment ? 

thing, howrever, we must allow; we have had 
information in our duty: repeated calls and ex-

ons have been addressed to our consciences 
uj iv.».gious books, by friends and ministers. -Much, 
indeed, in various ways, has been committed to us; 
which, if we remain impenitent, will render our 
guilt more heinous, and our condemnation more ag
gravated. 

Many might be looking for temporal advantages 
from the service of Jesus; and therefore, to obviate 
their mistake, he observed, " The most violent con

tentions 
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tentions will prevail, in consequence of my Gospel; 
yet, afflictive as these may be, I cannot but earnestly 
wish that they were already begun. I have myself 
extreme agonies to endure; and, though I see the 
whole before me, I long to enter upon the conflict, 
and feel the most ardent desires for the great event 
to t)e accomplished. Let my followers, therefore^ 
be content to be opposed and hated; for my king
dom, though calculated to produce universal peace, 
will occasion the most unnatural and furious con
tests, because of the general prejudice and enmity 
against it. Many of those, who are united by the 
strongest ties of kindred, will now forget their obli
gations, and show a violent aversion to such as claim 
their tenderest regard. This must be ascribed to 
the perverseness of men, who reject my doctrine in 

^contempt of the clearest evidences. They are at
tentive enough to the common concerns of life, and 
discover much ingenuity in judging oi the wind and 
the weather: but, ah! how stupidly unmindful of 
the surprising testimonies which God has given of 
his Son! Might not reason itself have led them to a 
more consistent determination ? Is there any one 
liable to be convicted of an offence, for which- he 
may suffer the severest penalties of the law, who 
will not be disposed to seek reconciliation with his 
adversary, while any favourable terms can be ob
tained? Give diligence, then, to procure forgiveness 
with your offended God, before he proceed against 
you and summon you to judgment, when nothing but 
rigorous justice can be looked for, and the everlasting 
punishment due to your iniquities will be inflicted. 

Let us seriously attend to these declarations of our 
Redeemer. The effects which he foretold have 
taken place: furious and bloody persecutions have 
been raised against his faithful disciples; and even to 
this day these persons are generally opposed and 
hated by some of their nearest relatives. Let-us 
not, however, be intimidated, by the prospect of any 
difficulties in his service, but, while we contemplate 
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his courage and zeal in meet ing death itself for our 
sakes, let us cheerfully follow. We blame the stu
pidity of the Jews in their obstinate rejection of the 
Messiah ; but do We discern the character, and un-
feignedly submit to the authority, of Jesus? O, let 
us gladly accept his mediation, that we may not come 
under the wrath of Almighty God, as we have de
served, nor be cast into that prison, from whence 
there can be no deliverance! 

Some of our Lord's audience acquainted him with 
the terrible slaughter of certain seditious Galileans, 
whom Pilate had put to death, even while they were 
offering their sacrifices*. But, without passing any 
judgment on their case, he endeavoured to turn the 
attention of the people to their own perilous situa
tion, representing them all as equally in a state of 
ruin, and exposed not merely to temporal calamities, 
but to eternal perdition, without an entire change 
and renovation. Those who are destroyed suddenly, 
and by any singular affliction (as the Galileans, and 
others who had been killed by the fall of the tower 
o fS i loam) ,  a re  o f t en  cons ide red  a s  o f fenders  o f  the  
most atrocious kind, marked out, by the visitation of 
an angry God, as monuments of his peculiar venge
ance. Jesus, however, has here taught us not to 
decide against them in so rash a manner, or to set 
ourselves above them, but seriously to remember our 
own danger, and the absolute necessity of our con
version. He solemnly declared, twice together, 

Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 
this^awful assertion sufficiently regarded? Do not 

draw the most uncharitable conclusions against 
rs, and presumptuously flatter themselves on 

their supposed comparative excellence? It is allowed 
that persons of a very profligate character have in
curred the divine displeasure, and must be reformed; 
but those, who have been regular in their conduct, 
cannot bear to be ranked upon a level with them, or 
believe that there is any need of deep contrition for 

* Uuke xiii. l, See. 
themselves* 
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themselves. This is indeed a fatal delusion : since 
all inherit a natural depravity, all must be renewed 
and sanctified; to those, who are not, salvation is 
impossible. . , 

To impress them with a sense of their danger, 
Jesus delivered a parable. A fig-tree, planted in a 
well-cultivated soil, disappointed the owners wishes 
for three successive years. As it produced nothing, 
it cumbered the ground. Its foliage, unaccompanied 
with fruit, was no compensation for the pains and 
expense of the proprietor, who therefore directed it 
to be cut down. The servant to whom the care of 
the trees was committed requested that it might be 
spared one year longer, till further expedients were 
tried; and then it was agreed, that, it it still 
continued barren, it should be destroyed as utterly 
hopeless. The instructions hereby conveyed are ob
vious. It is, surely, a reasonable injunction, that 
those who are placed in the church, under the cu 
tureof religious means and ordinances, should bring 
forth fruit unto God. But, ah ! how many, even in 
such a favoured situation, remain unprofitable, ana 
therefore must necessarily be displeasing to God. 
Through the intercession of his Son, or the prayers 
oP his ministers, he may graciously delay his threat-
ened vengeance; but the time of his patience is 
limited, and, if repeated warnings produce no good 
effect upon them, the stroke of justice must tall: 
they shall feel the weight of his indignation. 

As Jesus travelled through Galilee, he attended 
the public worship ot the synagogues on the sabbath* 
In one of these assemblies, a poor unhappy woman, 
who had been bowed together by infirmity for eigh
teen years, excited his compassion; and instantly, 
without any solicitation, he restored her to health 
and vigour. Such a miraculous display of power and 
benevolence should have drawn forth praises from 
every tongue. But the ruler of the synagogue o 
jected to it with indignation, as if it had been a pro
fanation of the sacred day. Jesus, however, 
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victed him of the grossest hypocrisy in his pretended 
zeal for God, and defended his own conduct, in re
lieving this afflicted creature, from the attention 
which they all paid to their very cattle on the sabbath. 
Acts of mercy, we observe, as well as those of ne
cessity, are not prohibited as an infringement of the 
holy rest. His enemies, therefore, were ashamed of 
their opposition; and the common people were the 
more attached to him for his wonderful operations. 
On that occasion he repeated the parable of the grain 
of mustard-seed, and that also of the leaven, in both 
which he represented the gradual and extensive en
largement of his spiritual kingdom, notwithstanding 
the resistance it should meet with. The hatred and 
violence of men shall not frustrate the counsel of 
God. His Gospel shall spread; and its blessed in
fluence shall be felt and acknowledged through all 
the nations of the earth. 

Our Lord proceeded from one city and village to 
another, directing his course to Jerusalem. In every 
place he scattered the good seed of divine truth, di
ligently improving the short time which now re
mained for him in the world. Upon the road, as it 
should seem, a question was put to him by one of 
the company, " Lord, are there few7 that be saved ?" 
The inquiry was probably made through vain curio
sity, which Jesus never gratified; and, therefore, 
instead of giving a direct answer, he thus addressed 
himself to the consciences of the people, exhorting 
them to be earnestly solicitous for their own salva
tion, rather than to indulge any subtle speculations 
about that of others:-— 

" The path to heaven lies through a strait gate, 
is difficult of access, and your entrance may 

resisted by numerous enemies. Be not, however, 
raged ; but contend for admission in the most 

manner, and break through every obstruc
tion. Many, who are totally indifferent about eter
nal life, or refuse to go in the only appointed way, 

ill shortly find that the door is finally and for ever 
barred 
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barred against them. It "!» 
plore the divine "J^y. ^ unto us» the 
importunately, , J" ' . -tj G;u reDlv " I know 
gIt f»n~r 

but dissemblers, ^rmal^^ ̂  terrible confusion, 
penitence, shall be "r0. lbeir boasted relation 
while the Judge shall awful majesty, 
to Him, and shall pronounce wt_ 6f iniQUity;" ln-
» Depart from me, all ^movsand despair, 'shall 
conceivable anguish, vvbo gloried in their near 
overwhelm many of th°s®> Ynettt saints of God, when 
connexion with the mos ever separated from 
they shall see themselves fo ever i^^i bebo,d 
their society. The unbehev"U? ",motest corners of their society. The un. tbe remotest corners of 
the despised Gentiles, wbbe they shall be eter-
the earth, enter into g|°r^mbers Qf those, who may 
nally thrust out. Gr®c . ' t om God, shall attain 
now be thought the furthest my kingdom; and 
a state of peculiar ^^nguished above others 
not a few, who are bere tlisti g^ ̂  bg niarked 
£,"£? abuse of them, by the 

in us, who are P^^ g, ministry ? Let us not 
favoured with an ev;^t°vnaV privileges, but consider 
presume upon our £et us be roused fr „ 
how much is to -be ••_ 'tjroe to awake out ot s P-
stupor; for " it is h*h trme , fmding the door 

V, ± £? - -cry, «fT ayXo& us," and pur a^rr it T r \ y r \  LOfCl j  Op"11 i 
will infallibly succeed. bur Lord had delivery 

On the same day on ^Tf^oned;.intelligence wy 
the exhortations as governed" of the co ^ 
brought that Herod, , the g^. ^ W8S said wit 
was determined to dest.v y^ & 
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hi« lnhn • 'ntmiuiating him from prosecuting 
terriSa !? 1 !• PH'itS- But Jesus coul(i not be 
IhP S itheretore lle replied, by a message to 
the crafty and persecuting prince, that, in spite of 

II his schemes, he would proceed with his work 
performing the most miraculous and benevolent 
operations a little longer; that very shortly he should 
finish his course; and yet that he should lay down 
Ins life, not in Galilee, where he then was, but in 
Jerusalem the grand seat of persecution. The ex
ample teaches us not to be dismayed, whoever may 
threaten or oppose us, in the proper execution of our 
office. Let us faithfully attend to our respective 
duties, and persevere in them, though surrounded 
by dangers We shall walk but a few days more; 
and the God whom we serve will protect us till the 
end of our present appointment be answered. O that 
we may close our labours honourably, and then, like 
our Lord, " be perfected !" 

After observing that he must perish in Jerusalem, 
he was led to reflect upon the heinous guilt, and ap
proaching desolation, of that murderous city, and 
broke foi tii into the most tender and affecting lamen
tation over it. Jerusalem was the city where the 
blood of many prophets and holy men had been shed ; 
the city which had scornfully rejected the gracious 
oners of the Saviour, repaid his services of love with 
cruelty, and even then meditated bis destruction; 
yet, abandoned as it was, Jesus expressed the deep
est sorrow for its miserable state. He declared that 
Ood, in righteous judgment, was about to lay waste 
the place with the nvost awful calamities, till the 
wretched inhabitants should learn to value and long 

their promised Messiah, though they despised 
i, who sustair>ed that character, 

hat forbearance, kindness, and compassion, do 
we discover in the character of our Redeemer I Stiil 
he possesses the same bowels of mercy. Long time 
does he strive with sinners, using one expedient after 
another to promote their salvation. According to 

his 
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bis own description, he still proposes to gather them 
as a hen gathers her helpless brood under her wings, 
to protect and nourish, and to afford them security 
and comfort in himself. But, alas! how many proudly 
spurn at the offer! And what can be expected to 
follow from their base conduct but final and remedi-
less perdition? Yet, even then, he abandons them, 
as it should seem, with difficulty, charging their de
struction upon 'themselves: « I would,-and ye 
would not May we learn wisdom from the 
wretched infatuation of those who have perished m 
their unbelief' May we all therefore, with one heart 
and voioe, welcome the Saviour who br.»? w,th 
him pardon, peace, and eternal life! Let us hake 
up our words now with unfeign » 
shall speak them with confidence andjoy at the last 
day, " Blessed is he that cometh in the name ot the 
Lord!" Amen. 

*• Sec also Hos. xi. 

JESUS 



I F  our review of the life of Jesus affect us as it 
ought, it will not only produce in us an admiration 
or his excellency, who is " fairer than the children of 
men, but regulate our conduct and sanctify our dis
positions. While we « behold the glory of the 
.Lord, we shall be " changed into the same image*." 
.Let us pray continually that we may feel this in
fluence from his example; so shall we be followers 
ot the Lord, "not in word, neither in tongue, but in 
deed, and m truth." 

Jesus was travelling through Galilee towards Je
rusalem; and, probably in that journey, a principal 
Phansee, a man of rank, invited him to dinner f. It 

it seem an act of condescension in a person of 
emipence to ask or admit such a guest into his house 
as/ppeared to be greatly his inferior. But a favour 

"was conferred on the Pharisee rather than on Jesus. 
1 he most exalted monarch might have said with 
reason, Loid, I am not worthy that thou shouldst 
come under my roof." It was an instance of « the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ)" that he vouch-« 

* a Cor. Hi. is. + Luke xiv. i, &e. 
safed 
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J E S U S  C H R I S T .  

SECT. 56. 

Jesus dined with a Pharisee on the sabbath—healed a-
dropsy—inculcated humility and a retard to the 
poor—delivered the parable of the great supper-
warned his followers to prepare for 
dicated his attention to sinners by the parables of 
son sheeP~the piece of silver—and the prodigal 
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safed to converse freely with sinful creatures, and dis
covered no distance in his behaviour. He readily 
oave his company to those who desired i t ;  not indeed 
for his own pleasure, or the convenience of eating 

with them, bPut for their benefit.  Be » sought not 
his own profit ,  but the profit  of many, that they 

d on the sabbath, we infer that teli-

occasions for^ friendly visits in son,a part. .  of it  • bn 
we should be careful .to, nrarntarnspmt and conv„ 

sation su,table toits grand g d i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  

varhty "and^liasipatibn by which it  is so generally 

^It^hould'seetn^that assembled 

at the Pha r isee's- house,  ̂  w a t c h e d  him." Perhaps 

afiected to Jesus ,  101 y „ kindness, but ma-
Ueinvitation was given not f^ ^  ̂  . d |  

levolence, on Pu rPo s H o W  Pdious the disposition of 
censures upon him. How^ c Q n d u c t  

those who are eagle-ey find any real objec-
of others, and who f  tho^re the faith-
tions against them .  And y y 'n t ly pia Ced in the 

ful disciples of Jesus, a r® ^ers.  Their attention 
midst of such malignan t Q  c p m mend 

is fixed upon you, wi d i g c o v e ' r  a n d  expose your 

what is laudable, b u t  * e D r o a ch that holy name by 
faults, that so they w«y 1 theref0re, should be 

which you are c a b e, that tbeir wishes tnay be de-
vigilant as well as they, (  when they shall see 
feated, and themselves ash o f '  u r  deportment. 

the wisdom and c o n s '^ t e  r | s ent, afflicted with the 
A  person who wasj^^^ ̂  ̂ Jesus. 

StUrehimwere^krnvfoanac ̂  

&JTSS. to pe,f°rm 3 CUle Jar-
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day. They were unable to reply, while he unmm i 
°| their censures, instantly restored the diseased 

man to perfect health, observing, that, however thev 
ught object to this act of mercy, they would none 

TbevfeiSh l° "n 6V6 their veW cattle distress. 
T ! i I iorce othis words, and were confounded 
J bus, likewise, itfrequently happens that the enemips 
o lehgjon are suddenly restrained and abashed by a 
serious remark or a solemn address to their con
sciences. Let us not, therefore, be deterred by their 
insidious designs, but persevere in the path of duty 

Jesus not only justified himself, but reproved them 
for then- pride and love of precedency. He took notice 

. i!?y Wer<f a11 ambitI°us of the highest seats a' 
places erfhono ^ SUCh a places ot honour was extremely disgusting and 

that it would be much more becoming to give way to 
others He showed that an arrogant spirfuJodiJus 
nd, while it claims respect, incurs contempt- and' 

on the contrary, that a modest and humble depon-
ment, which seems to shun observation, invarnibly 
conciliates esteem. This is the case in the common 
intercourse of men; and it holds true, if we apply it 
to our temper and conduct towards God. " He re 
sisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble 

ho will not allow that it is incumbent upon us in his 
presence, to take the lowest room ?" Yet how little 
are the apostolic injunctions regarded or understood 

than themselves GaCh eSte®m other betted 
other f!" ~ honour preferring one an-

continued to deliver the most serious in-
WitHaTODltlons to the company before 

With a reference, no doubt, to their general 
< nc practice, while he addressed himself to 

the person who had invited him, he condemned the 
custom of providing sumptuous and costly entertain
ments merely for their relations and opulent neigE-
bouis, and recommended an.attention to the relief 

•iPet.v.5. t Phil. ii.3. Rom.xii.,0. 
and 



JESUS CHRIST- 367 
ami comfort of the afflicted, in all their various dis
tresses. How much extravagance prevails in sup
porting magnificent tables for the reception of those 
who want nothing! The large sums which are thus 
expended serve only to feed our own pride and sen
suality. But what a sordid parsimony is shown in 
contributing to the support of the truly necessitous, 
who can make no returns! Those, however, are 
blessed, who, from faith and love unfeigned, " deal 
their bread to the hungry, and bring the poor, that 
are cast out, to their houses The Lord of heaven 
will consider himself as their debtor, and will render 
them an abundant recompense in the great day ot 
retribution. , 

The solemn discourse of Jesus, probably, left a good 
impression ou the audience. One of the company, at 
least, expressed his approbation and desire of con
tinuing the subject, by remarking the exceeding e-
licitv of those who shall be admitted to the sacied 
least which God has provided in his kingdom. IPos
sibly he might not understand or really wish for 
the happiness of which he spake; however, in or
der to excite both him and all present to a serious 
examination of their state, Jesus ah.awed that the 
most gracious offers of i t  are made to mankind, and 
rejected with contempt by thegrea-e p' - _ . 

parable, a large and lien supp P i ^ . 
commodation of many gues s. errand enter-
,h, Go.p.1 of his Son has Z t  
tainment here referied to,, i ^ vjCTOUr to the soul, 
before us that can give de g P blessings of which 
How valuableand po.co 
it consists . They r^nd even upon earth ̂  
holiness, and fellowship vv COns'olation, communi-
divine light, stren°1' infallible promise of an ad-saWS " °f 

# Isa. iTiii. 7* joys. 
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joys. Who does not ardently desire to partake of 
the sumptuous banquet ? It is a royal feast; and no 
want of provisions need be apprehended, for there is 
a bountiful and inexhaustible supply. 

Many guests are invited, and an urgent message is 
sent, pressing their immediate attendance, since the 
necessary preparations for their reception are now 
completed. Thus the call of mercy is given, by the 
publication of theGospel, to an innumerable company, 
who are earnestly exhorted not to neglect the gracious' 
offer. It was first, and in a particular manner, ad
dressed to the Jews; but the language is the same to 
all who hear it, from one age to another, " Come, for 
all things are now ready." Every thing is done, on 
God's part, which is proper and requisite for the se
curing of eternal salvation to our guilty race. But 
their consent is indispensable; and is it possible that 
this can be refused? 

Those, who are bidden, are unwilling, on various 
pretences, to accept the kind invitation. Different 
excuses for their absence are framed; all weak, and 
ridiculous. It is alleged that they have other engage
ments ; and yet these are such, as, though not wrong 
in themselves, are trifling, or may be deferred, and 
need not prevent their attendance. Their very pleas, 
therefore, show a marked contempt of the entertain
ment. Thus, alas! the proposals of the Gospel are 
rejected with scorn. Men pretend, indeed, to apolo
gize for their conduct. Secular cares and occupa
tions, or domestic comforts, so totally engross them, 
that it is supposed impossible and unnecessary for 
hem to pay any regard to their spiritual concerns, 
uch reasons, surely, cannot be admitted in their 
indication; nay, rather, they will condemn them, 

as proving their hearts to be alienated from God. 
Their employments may not be sinful, but highly-
proper, if pursued on right principles, and in due 
subordination to the care of their souls. Yet, proba
bly, more persons perish eternally through an im

moderate 
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moderate and unseasonable attention to things which 
are right in themselves, than by gross and avowed 
iniquity. 

After the refusal of those who were first bidden, the 
invitation is enlarged. The servant is charged to 
bring in the poor and disabled; and, as sufficient 
room still remains for the accommodation of many 
more guests, he is despatched in search of those who 
are dispersed abroad in the most forlorn and wretched 
condition. Even these, the refuse of men, are impor
tuned, by the most cogent arguments, to enter, 
and satisfy their wants ; that so the sumptuous pre
parations may not be lost. rI he Jewish nation de
spised their own mercies; but " through their tall 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles To us, who 
are " the ends of the earth," is the gracious call ad
dressed. Though we are, in a spiritual sense, poor, 
and maimed, and halt, and blind," we are allowed to 
p a r t a k e  o f  t h e  r i c h  b a n q u e t .  I S  a y ,  t h o u g h  w e  b e  s i -
ners of the most abandoned character, Cljyrepr ^ 
by those who lie in " the highways and hedges, we 

•are permitted, and even pressed in the mo®. , . . 
manner, to come. Many have already co.mphed w. h 
the invitation; but " yet there » room foi tl ou-
sands more; and it is the Lord s de en 
his house shall be filled. is re-

The Master is incensed when 
jected, and he resolves, in disp ea»> , shall be ex-
who have shown such _coo temp ° gis'an ^wfui ad-
eluded from ^ ea 
monition indeed. » l i e  nor O n <*nelis made 
considers himself as i n s u l t e d  w  en • ^ Why, 
light of. Do we not dread bis ^.gnaUom ?* y. 
then, do we trifle with his messages of mer .y-^, 
sibly they may never be re"®^ e^clare " Those men 
bar the door against us, an c;nce he has done 
shall not taste of my supper. Smcehea^ ^ ^ 
this against the Jews, let us *eai . ^ unbelief +•" 
any man fall after the same example ot un 

*  R o m .  1 1 -  t H e b . « V . H -  G r e a t  
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Great multitudes still attended Jesus in his pro* 
gress; and yet probably but few of them were attached 
to his cause from right principles. It is to be ex
pected, that, amongst the numerous professors of 
the Gospel, there will be many of a suspicious cha
racter. All, therefore, should be exhorted to exa
mine of what sort theirreligion is, from what motives 

was first taken up, and whether they so value it as 
be willing to suffer for its sake. To this purpose 
Lord addressed the vast concourse of people who 

followed him:— 
" If any man would enter into my service, he must 

renounce all worldly views and expectations. Who
soever consents not, on every necessary occasion, to 
go in opposition to his nearest friends and relatives, 
so as to appear even to hate them ; whosoever is 
averse to give up the most beloved enjoyments, and 
lay down life itself, in my cause, cannot be acknow
ledged as my disciple. Severe as the trial may seem, 
if he refuse to combat difficulties, to endure extreme 
hardships, and to persist in the path which my exam
ple or command may point out, he possesses not the 
temper of mind indispensably requisite for my ser
vants." 

•• You, therefore, who profess an attachment to 
me, should deliberate well what you do; for you are 
undertaking an arduous and importantbusiness. Like 
one who is about to raise an edifice, you should make 
the proper calculations, that you may know whether 
you ean finish the work which you are planning. The 
inconsiderate builder, whose labours are disappointed 
and suspended, is deservedly exposed to the derision 

others. Or, as a prince, who meditates an hostile 
expedition against a neighbouring power, you should 
inquire if you are sufficiently prepared to meet your 
enemy. Is your force such as to give you a reason
able hope of success ? It were better not to provoke 
an attack than hastily to rush into the battle, and 
there to betray your weakness and cowardice. Ra
ther than fall in the conflict, or basely desert your 

standard H 
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standard, remain in your present state, bad as it may 
be, and prefer a dishonourable peace to a destructive 

" Thus you should examine whether you possess 
what rny service demands; for, if you be unwilling 
to renounce the dearest objects in life for my sake, 
you cannot be ranked amongst my people, or receive 
any advantage at my hands. With an .unsout,^ pro
fession of religion, you would resemble the salt 
which has lost its savour, and then, instead of an-
swering anv valuable purpose, as those who are the 
altof fl.e earth," you would be useless or . uu.s.nce 
in your place, fit only to be cast out with contempt. 
Let every one who desires instruction attend to the 
solemn admonition." . urcit.c. J 

Such was our Lorf.:Mn. toba™^ilfi 
in its main argument, it is pciic^ny \ 
ourselves? The same bold and 
him, which he then required, we ,^UDeVtion we 
With the same holy jealousy and P ^ d{scj_ 
should search and try our heaits. , induced 

p l e s  i n d e e d  ?  W h a — t i  o r ^  

plan Are we determined to give 
which stands in c0"!^>t ' t '0"1^wisf)  iet  us not act 
may be our " all m all. 1J ° rejected with 
as dissemblers with God, les ^ than those who-
abhorrence, as tar more detestable than 
never made pretensions to sane 1 harsh and 

The foregoing exhortation ^ anj those who 

ar^ opp^essed° \vit h 

such a conclusion. rvt„ him, show-
Many publicans to ' his instructions *. 

ing great eagerness 111 lu> _  o r  d r i v e  them from 
Nordic! he disdain their d^ f  the,r case 
him by denunciations of vengeance, 

• Luke xv. -were 
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were desperate. His condescending attentions and 
compassionate addresses were calculated to inspire 
them with humble hope towards God. These, how
ever, displeased the Scribes and Pharisees; and they 
insinuated that he countenanced the profane and 
licentious. A similar objection is often urged against 
his ministers, when those who have been dissolute 
and abandoned are drawn to hear them. It is thought 
a reproach to the Gospel that it gives the most gracious 
invitations, and proposes a full and free forgiveness, 
to men of this description. But this is, in tact, its 
brightest glory, though too dazzling for carnal eyes 
to behold; and, accordingly, they turn away from it 
with disgust. Those especially, who expect and claim 
a preference for their own supposed goodness, quar* 
rel with the greatness of the mercy, and generally 
pretend a vast concern for the interests of morality, 
which, they rashly conclude, are likely to sustain an 
injury. In opposition to them, we believe it to be 
for the honour of Christ that " he receiveth sinners,' 
even those who are marked out as peculiarly infa
mous for their numerous and aggravated offences. 
He welcomes, pardons, sanctifies, comforts, protects^. 
and saves them. This is extensive, rich, and distin
guishing grace indeed, and it should induce us more 
than ever to love, and praise, and trust him. He acts 
in a way worthy of himself: and those, who know his 
character, admire that very part of it which enrages 
the Pharisees. 

He vindicated his own conduct, showing its pro
priety, and the extreme unreasonableness of the ob
jections urged. This he did in three parables, all 
tending to illustrate the abundance and the freeness 

his mercy, and each an emblem of the favourable 
on which penitent sinners, though they have 

accounted most hopeless, shall meet with from 
him. Let the transgressor, then, who is ready to 
sink into despair, be encouraged to lift up his eyes to 
this dear Lord and Saviour, who will not disdain to 
help him. 1 A striking 
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A striking appeal is made to our own feelings, and 

the general practice of mankind. , Where is the per
son, who, losing only one out of a numerous flock 
of sheep, will not be at pains to search attei it, .-"jd 
express a peculiar pleasure in its recovery, especially 
Ht had appeared unlikely to be found ? Our own 
miserable state is here exhibited. We have wandered 
far from the fold of God, and, though exposed to 
want and the assaults of furious and nVahcrous ene-
mies' are unwilling of ourselves to return. But our 
attention is greetedthe ^Srg'ood Sheph^d^ 
Jesus, under the character 01 ^ L i reoCues 
who with much labour to himself, seeks and rescues 

incident, a matterofu.differ lant e„nt, and 
the conversion of a sinner is , those who 
*111 communicate the h.gheat iehght Ito Wo.a wn 
und.'m.nd the CT itants of 
himself exults, and all the biessea » ^ 
heaven express a raPtur°^ J.^' however profligate, 
piaess were increased, when any, u nd'from tbe 
is " turned from darltnes g tr'iutnph in such a 
powerof Satan unto God^ i.sU.on) more than 

restoration, as being a pec established believers, 
in the continued tel.city tf This is a 
whom they looked upon aaaheady^ec.u nce 

grand display of pure and Qr t 
in the celestial world, vv prince of dark-

. tured at the sight, but the P" 
ness, and they who bear 11 & purpose, is 

Another repfesematurn, ^^**4 after 
giVen us in the case ot P pnr]s the piece of 
much anxiety and dd'|e" ut Gf her little treasure. . 
money, which she ^ jjjiarly valuable, and yields 
This appears a prize pecu y stock, which 
her more satisfaction thanal^hero >h ge 

she considered as a safe p feels for the peri shin 

=!ofC~hinh - pS 
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pioves effectual, so that they, " who sometimes 
were far off, are made nigh" to God, he rejoices that 
he has done and suffered so much for their salvation; 
and the holy angels, who are called to witness the 
momentous change, are filled with wonder, love, and 
praise. And shall we presume to censure him for 
this exalted kindness? Rather, shall we not take 
occasion from it to admire the Shepherd, who came 
iu search of us, and adore the ever-blessed Lord of 
all, who spared no pains for our recovery? 

The subject is still further illustrated in another 
parable. A -story is related, containing circum
stances to which no hearer can refuse to listen; and 
the simplicity of the narrative is such, as not only 
engages the attention, but interests and affects the 
heart.—The younger of two sons, after receiving his 
proportion ol fortune, is represented as departing 
from his father's house, the restraints of which were 
ncsome to him, and going to a distant country. 

1 here the thoughtless youth squandered away his 
substance by intemperance. He soon reduced 
to the most infamous servitude, and to such a degree 
of wretchedness, that he was on the point of perish
ing by hunger. A lively emblem of our sinful con
duct, and its miserable consequences! A particular 
reference to the Gentile world, and to the case of 
profligate characters, might be designed. But we 
have all resembled this foolish man, in disliking the 
strictness of true religion, casting off the fear of God, 
and departing from him, with a full determination to 
gratify the desires of our hearts. And have we 
fouud the happiness which we expected in our own 

'}s. Alas! far otherwise. The effects of our 
tacy have been distressing and ruinous in the 

xtreme. Like the poor prodigal, we are become 
destitute, enslaved, and contemptible. In such a 
state we can procure nothing to satisfy the soul, and 
we stand on the brink of destruction. How pitiable 
the case! And it is the more pitiable, as few are sen
sible of their degradation and wretchedness. 

A change, 
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A change, however, took place in the unhappy 
youth. " He came to himself,1" as if he had been till 
that time intoxicated or insane; and then reflecting 
on the comfortable situation he had left in his fa
ther's family, and the misery, disgrace, and danger, 
which he had brought upon himself, he formed the 
resolution of returning to his insulted parent. He 
remembered his former pride, rebellion, and wicked
ness; and his purpose was to confess his aggravated 
guilt, and earnestly to request the shelter of his fa
ther's roof, though it should be in the lowest capa
city of a menial servant. He proceeded, without 
delay, to execute his plan. In this stage of the his-
tory we perceive the pleasing character of a true 
penitent. Then only does a man "come to himself," 
or enjoy the proper exercise of his reason, when he 
feels convictions of his folly and baseness, and dis
covers strong desires of restoration to the divine 
favour. And what other expedient can the awakened 
sinner adopt, but to flee to his offended God, to 
pour out his soul with unfeigned contrition, and 
to lift up his voice to Heaven with incessant cries for 
mercy? Though he dare not be confident of accept
ance, it will be proper, surely, to try the effect of an 
humble application; and, if he cannot ask for the 
privileges of a child, let him earnestly solicit an ad
mission into the family on any terms. But his 
former practices, principles, and connexions, must 
be renounced, and a return not only resolved on, but 
instantly attempted. 

The kind and forgiving father beheld the son at a 
distance ; and, as if he had forgotten his past ingrati
tude and perverseness, without waiting forms nearer 
approach, he ran with open arms to embrace hirr. 
The penitent youth began his intended confession ; 
but the indulgent parent, as if impatient to relieve 
his distress, interrupted him, prevented his request, 
assured him of his love by the strongest tokens 
and immediately commanded all his llo^s^hol(v 
give the most expressive demonstrations inasmuch 



inasmuch as his dear child, who had been considered 
as irretrievably lost, was restored to life and happiness. 
What does all this teach us, but that God can pardon 
more freely and extensively than we could have con
ceived? He views with delight the very beginnings of 
repentance, the first efforts of a sinner towards a re
turn. He listens with satisfaction to his broken cries 
for mercy, and, instead of upbraiding him with any 
part of his accumulated guilt, he hastens to confer 
every mark of affectionate regard. The angels of 
heaven also, as well as believers upon earth, are re
quired to exult in that event, from which the most 
glorious effects are produced. Such is the loving-
kindness of our God! Who then shall despair of 
acceptance, or hesitate to apply unto him ? " He 
will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy : he will 
rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing*." 

But one of the family refuses to participate in the 
general happiness. The elder son is disgusted at the 
attention shown to his brother, who had been so 
licentious and abandoned, and, while he boasts of his 
own dutiful subjection to his father, complains that 
he meets not with such a preference as he might 
have expected. The father condescends to argue 
with him on the unreasonableness of his objections, 
even allowing the justice of his claims, and still main
tains that it was every way proper and expedient to 
express the highest delight in the recovery of a child, 
who had been given up as lost. This part of the 
parable contains a striking reproof of those proud 
and captious adversaries, the Scribes and Pharisees, 
who reproached the Saviour for receiving sinners, 

ere their own perverseness is exhibited; for while 
were incensed that any notice should be taken 

most dissolute characters, or at least that they 
should be admitted to favour upon the same terms 
with themselves, and while the Jewish nation in 
general could not bear " that the Gentiles should be 
fellow-heirs, and of the same body," they most ex-

• Zeph.iii. 17. 
actly 
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actly resembled the elder brother, And do not 
many, in modem times, betray a similar aversion to 
the rich grace of the Gospel, which is extended to 
the most heinous offenders ? There are those who 
value themselves on the uninterrupted regularity of 
their conduct, and are extremely disgusted that no 
peculiar compliment is paid to their excellence, and 
that others are put upon a level with them. But are 
they not wrong, even on their own principles . 
granting all that they can possibly urge in their 
behalf, no injury will be done to them by the kind 
and affectionate manner in which every penitent is 
received. Let them make good their claim, and they 
will be treated with suitable respect. But let them 
not refuse to rejoice, when those, whose cases appeared 
most hopeless, are taken into the number ot the 
children of God, and heirs of everlasting life. 1 he 
Lord God will vindicate his own glory in dispensing 
his mercy freely. Let us not petulantly object to. 
any part of his plan of redemption, but drop all our 
angry prejudices against it. Let us imploie orgi -
new for ourselves, as those who deserve to perish; 
and under such a conviction we shall wonder, not 
that others are saved, but that we, w ^ ~ 
enemies, are reconciled to God by the 
l)is Son" 

' • isy 95 .• :  v»> ,  i  • -v 'v :>; 

JESUS 
V O L .  I I I .  5  
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J E S U S  C H R I S T .  

SECT. 27. 

Jesus delivered the parable of the unjust steioard— 
showed the use of money—reproved the Pharisees-
described the case of the rich man and Lazarus-
exhorted to avoid giving offence, to forgive injuries, 
and maintain faith—cured ten lepers—foretold the 
destruction of Jerusalem—described the nature of 
acceptable prayer by the parable of the importunatt 
widow, and that of the Pharisee and publican. 

JESUS directed his steps towards Jerusalem, with a 
fall view of all his sufferings before him, and even 
with an earnest desire to enter upon them. He was 
yet in Galilee; and during his progress through that 
country he continued to exercise his ministry, labour
ing to diffuse the knowledge of the truth, and to give 
unequivocal proofs of his divine character. While 
we contemplate him persisting in his work with 
diligence and cheerfulness to the very last, may we 
learn to persevere in the most vigorous exertions for 
the glory of his name, till we finish our coursed 
What though the cross lies before us ? Let us imitate 
the holy example of the Saviour, and we shall follow 
him to his kingdom. 

Publicans and sinners, we have seen, attended on 
his preaching, and many Scribes and Pharisees also 
were present at the same time. In the audience of 
them all, and with a view to their instruction, he 
addressed his disciples, pointing out in what manner 
worldly possessions are to be improved*. He spake, 

usual, in parabolical language, and represented ft 
* Lftktxvi. i,&c. . , 

rifk 
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rich man calling his steward to account, that he 
SHlmis* him for unfaithfulness in his trust. 
The guilty servant attempted not his own vindica
tion, but showed extreme solicitude about his fut 
suDDort. He contrived to make friends to himself 
bv falsifying his books in favour of the various debt-
Js of his lord, that so they might be disposed to en
tertain and assist him when discarded from his office. 
The expedient was dishonourable and b , 

onrl therefore his jDRStcrj who was ingenious; and, tnercioic, . 

great Lord and Proprietor of a . h» removed 
hod we must give up o u r  accouv^^,^ ^&jj ^ d o  ?  

from our present post. \v ha , - ». j the 
Have we not been ^'e*^e" sLd out 
discharge of our trust . .B purposes of 
Master's goods, devoting that to tne h k 
pride and sensuality, whiehGodcamsfor his own^ 
How shall we answer to the accusation • 
no fears about our ^cu'rUy in 
schemes have we formed foi oui owns 
the day of calami ty ? of tbe parable, that 

Jesus observed, at the c world are 
they whose hearts are fix interests, than 
m uch  more attentive to the PfPrnal concerns, 
those are to their spiritual ^d e erna con 
whom God hath taught to roTe 
piness. Surely ^Chrliians among ourselves; for 

of the low and 

trifling objects of the presen ' , ^ parable to 
Je,u\ also, 

the following effect \~ns of their possessors, and 
deceive the expectation gjnj may yet 
often are subservient to the p i $ <2 
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be employed to great advantage. By a proper use 
i t ry°Am^ conciliate the esteem of those 
whose friendship is most valuable. Many, whom 
you have instructed relieved, visited, and cheered, 
and to whom your bounty has endeared you, may 
frnm fh'e T°U t0 heaven> and> "Pon your removal 
from the place you now fill up, may stand ready to 
welcome you to the same blissful habitations, where 

y will confess their obligations to you. A very 
small share, indeed, of wealth, may be committed 
evinced hv161 u kr°Ur rell§,ous Principles will be evinced by your behaviour in the lowest station, so 
that we may safe y infer from it what would be your 
conduct in a higher If you' act as unfaithful stew-
wnr.,!n e dlsPosal of your temporal substance, 
worthless as it is, how can you expect to be in
trusted with those blessings which are of real value? 
And ifyou treacherously misapply what is not strictly 
your own property, but only put into your hands for 

benefit of others, you have no reason to believe 
loei- • confeJL uPon you a certain and ever-

Posse®s|on. How necessary is it, then, that 
v ii°u'1 deliberate choice whom you will serve. 
3fou will be supremely attached either to God or 
the world ; and, m proportion as you esteem the 
one, the other will be disregarded. It is impossible 
that you can live in subjection to two masters, whose 
demands are so directly opposite." 

f 3 J i ' ^ f e S a r d  t h e  s o I e m n  a d m o n i t i o n ;  b u t  
E»d fi 'j wuh scorn, because the love of money 
if T«neaSfendifDCy their hearts. and the doctrine of Jesus struck at the root of that vile principle. 
The ministers of God, like their great Exemplar, 
must expect to be derided by those whose practices 
and tempers they condemn : yet they should not, on 
this account, keep silence. Jesus reproved the hy
pocrisy of the Pharisees in the most awful terms, de
claring, that, while it was their object to preserve 
appearances before men, God perceived their inward 
dispositions, and that He looks with abhorrence on 

those 
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those things which short-sighted mortals may ad
mire. Would to God that every proud and covetous 
pretender to piety, whose reputation stands high in 
the church, would seriously consider the tremendous 
truth! , ,, 

The Pharisees professed a high regard for the Mo
saic institution. Our Lord, therefore, remarked to 
them, that this was designed to continue only till 
John the Baptist appeared ; that in him God began 
to open the new dispensation, and to set up tne 
kingdom of Messiah; and that of the benefits and 
blessings of that government, which he its harbinger 
proclaimed, men of all characters were now anxious 
and eager to partake. Still, he observed, the ancient 
law did not fail, as if it had not answered the end; 
for it received its completion in the Gospel, winch 
fulfilled the types and prophecies, and enforced the 
moral commands. In some points, particularly with 
respect to the sacred and inviolable bond of marriage, 
they themselves explained away or PeiJei,elf. 1 

meaning, and he reproved them as guilty o a X. 
in divorcing their wives for every trifling cau 

d'Lef us beware of the spirit of the Pharisees, and 
not be satisfied, as. they were, with certain exiterna^ 
observances in religion. It is possible, duties 
those, who pretend to be very zealous for duties, 
may be lamentably defective, and all 
in gross violations of the divine precepts. Let us in
quire, then, how far our princip es P , ^ 
agree The highest veneration for the law stiouia 
dispose us, not to reject, but embrace, the osp^ 
Thev both come from the same God, and harm0" 
in the same elorious plan. The Christian revelation 
is indeed the perfection of every preceding economy, 
and by this especially God estabhshes the km^o 
of his Son. Do we wish to secure_itg 
Then we are required to exert all faint 
souls; for " every man presseth into 1 - ^ ghort 
desire, the unoperative resolution, 
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of heaven; the possession of it is not to be gaino 
without a holy violence. 

Before the same audience, and in order to enforci 
the foregoing admonitions, Jesus proceeded to de 
liver an affecting parable. He described the futun 
miseries which will follow a life of carnal indulgence, 
thougn pleasant for a season, and the everlasting 
blessedness to which the servant of God shall be ad
mitted, however afflicted upon earth. A rich man 
is represented, expending his fortune merely for the 
support of an elegant appearance and a luxurious 
table. His plan was, to allow, himself every grati
fication which his income would afford; but, while 
he consulted oniy his own wishes, he considered not 
tae necessities of others. A poor beggar, named 
*^azarus, incapacitated for any labour by a diseased 
£°dy, was piaced before his door, imploring relief. 
1 his distressed object was neglected, except by the 
dogs, who licked his sores, as if they were more 
compassionate than their master: but even this cir
cumstance showed his calamitous situation, since 
if Was cov.ered with ulcers, which were exposed to 

the open air, and at the same time he could hardly 
obtain the smallest crumbs for his subsistence. Death, 
however, soon put an end to the sufferings of the 
one, and the enjoyments of the other; and then bow 
ainerent their condition I Lazarus^ who was dear 
to God, notwithstanding his extreme indigence, was 
conducted by a company of heavenly spirits to a dis-
inguished abode in the kingdom of bliss and glory. 

J he rich epicure, might have the parade of a pompous 
funeral, but his grandeur followed him no farther. 
He was cast into hell, and there consigned to the 
torment of everlasting fire ; while the view of Laza
rus s happiness and exaltation increased his own 
misery. He petitioned that the once-despised beggar 
might be sent to alleviate the excruciating agonies 
which he endured from the fierceness of the flames; 
but this could not be granted. Deliverance from 
his pain, and even the smallest abatement of it, was 

denied r 
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denied : animpassable gulf ^P^^^dbefo^ en-
^e^dSSSt'&d not then obtain a drop 
of water to cool his parched tongue. ^ ̂  ̂  in 

Five brethren still survi b ed 'therefore that a 
the very same steps. g=t from the world of 
special messenger m g bose extreme sufferings 
spirits to warn them of those « had been instru-
which awaited - a n the desire of prevent-
mental to their proflig y » _-se prom a fear of its 
ing their destruction g • reqUest, however, 
aggravating his torment. 1 testimony of 
w a s  r e f u s e d ,  o n  t h i s  g r o u n v l ( >  
the inspired writers Z L r i e c t  an evidence 

nlo a witness rifting '«f 

""The'whole n M &Sifor'a'ife de-
most instructive. senSual purposes? Who wi 
voted to pleasure mad JSTbe no harm in expending 
presume to say the , or that no bad conse-
our fortune upon ourselv ,tiflcation of oux 
q u e n c e s  w i l l  r e s u l t  w i l l  s u p p o r t  i t ?  G u  
wishes, provided our uSuch a conduct the trust re-
Lord has shown that by s Qr neglected, God 
posed.in us is bet,r X tn e  soul debased and ruined, 
forgotten and provoked the ^ ̂  M b to 
an! a fire kind ed f^c^ver can be quenched-
the lowest hell," zJon be afraid, and fearM-
Will not " the sinners in b , wbo among 
ills s° , prise ' -J>° »m°"S 

us shall dwell with astj0tr burnings ? p , 
us shall dwell with eve «hful servants of G ? , 

We congratulate tb you possess a happ 
though destitute as Laz< wor\d, of which no -
ness beyond the reach of the can hardly 
Sons'can deprive ygu JS^o^rsest appare j 

SSSS& SToJrlê  bodie, c.» ̂  
and inougi , ^ xxxiu. u. endure 
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cold^you Sfre^hetcSra of hUnger' naked«ess/ « yet we will call you bleS^r?"!^ "ei?hbo" a terror into others mav i»!7 Death' wh>ch stril and j°y. For then you shalS'6 y°U 7ith confiden and be "carried by angels in t^T^.'deliveran( 
Isit supposed that s?ron^r ^ fham s bos™ " convince men of the dangerous 7 7"06 ,S wanted 1 

sacred Scriptures declare it witlf "7,"^ of sin? Tt 
clearness of which lano. ' wrth all the strength an monies of d » 'capable. Tb?^ 
lhe lnv'sible world, are w'ithh^M 7® entered "poi have „o right to ask for tbem l 7°™ Us' and « they would be at all regarded\ to conclude that the word of God then be fi? i y unbelievers. Let decisions implicitly received o/ 7"SU'ted' and 

feel those torments which we arp shali soon 
After this interesting narfrtde T unwd],ng to credit, self again to his discipfes 7^1 7SUSaddressed bim-and directions for their'2 *gCcrtaincautioi,s 

things bad been said before 7 f \u 6 of these 
rendered the repetition el7 V heir 
warned them against givS ^ " nd needM He 
others, observing tha? thr. 7y cause °f offence to this, among creatures sr> Ug^' ,n sucb a wor'd as 
cases of that k7d mav h?nSt,tuted as now are, attended with awful consen„p yet tfley are 
better to suffer any cahmih f Is abundantly hy a violent deatlf, than" eVm t0 be cut 
good ways of God, Or to nZ» S ? °" the 
people^ to depart from them T°" meanest of his 

Sr>J e*borted them to bewar» "7 esPec,a' manner, \aCa 7isposition. since this 7 and im-
J'sgraceful to the Gospel n J w.ou,d be peculiarly 
forgiveness of injuries shoidd K deciared that their necessary for ourselves istht- 7 unIimited- How that love the Lord h»t» ®ii !f?n counsel/ « Ye mischief may result from Tf°r '"conceivable tempers observed in yoJ? 777 7TOng Practices or in your deportment. Manv mat-

* Luke xvii. 1 &c. r.idny may 
T "sal. xcvii, 10. be 
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be prejudiced against the truth, and some so stag
gered as entirely to renounce it, when they perceive 
that it produces so little influence upon you. A 
contentious and quarrelsome spirit is particularly un
suitable to your character; for, though frequent oc
casions of complaint may occur, you are to " suffer 
long and be kind," and thus to prove that the Gospel 
which you receive is a system of peace and love. 

The Apostles, it should seem, being affected by a 
sense of their great difficulties, and their inability to 
surmount them through the weakness of their religious 
principles, earnestly prayed unto the Lord that he 
would increase their faith. For, such is the efficacy 
of this grace, that it will bear up the soul against 
the severest trials, strengthen for the most arduous 
services, preserve in temptation, and sanctify our 
inward dispositions. But how frequently is it ob
structed in its operations! If the near attendants and 
most honoured servants of Jesus lamented their de
ficiency in this respect, surely the most eminent 
believers now may with peculiar propriety exclaim, 
" Lord, increase our faith!" 

Jesus reminded them that the least degree of it, 
though small as a grain of mustard-seed, will produce 
wonderful effects, and enable the Christian to perform 
duties, which would otherwise be as impossible as 
the transplanting of a tree into the midst of the 
ocean. Yet he taught them, after all their exer
tions, to assume no merit to themselves, but to ac
knowledge that their obedience to God in every point 
was no more than he had a right to demand, and 
that, as it added nothing to him, it gave them no 
claim upon him. According to this description, we 
all are the servants of Jehovah, the great and sove
reign Lord, and should attend to" our proper work till 
it be finished, not looking for our complete rest and 
enjoyment before we have done theibusiness assigned 
us; and even then we shall deserve nothing, burely 
a slight knowledge of ourselves will dispose rs to 
confess that "we are unprofitable servants; nay, 

s 5 remembering 
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remembering what we are, we shall not be unwill 
to own that we are miserable offenders. 
lemH,S C0"umcUed t0 Prosecute his journey to Jeru 
lem through Samaria and Galilee, and scatter 
blessings as he went. Near to a cer'tain village^ 

afflietpH Wfi! ? t0 enter> ten ""happy persor 
t Th r Presented themselves befo 
him. They stood, indeed, at a distance as w 
required of them, lest others should be defiled 1 
their loathsome disorder. It was not, however tc 
far for the voice of the supplicant. Having heard < 
the power and grace of Jesus, they implored h 
merciful regard. He looked on them with colas 
t^the^rl8!"1^ dTCted them to shotv themselve to the P"ests, who alone were authorized to decidi 

the malady was removed. They obeyed hit 
the believing expectation of a cure, and, as 

. *^5re £°'"g, were healed. The influence of oui 
feml fli°rer 6 and health extended to the 
wTl!n l P e3' aS ^f11 as to the objects immediately 

fh 'S V1^|W' same miracle was wrought 
tem all; but only one of them, it should 

'.f ,, a Samaritan, was properly affected 
f. . 1 ® returned to proclaim the kindness 

1S factor,and his own obligations to 
itn admiring and grateful adoration he 

r^a anc^ a loud voice gave glory 
rifan * f lnstance of faith and love in a Sama-
n Srilfn ^nge,V° th,e common wealth of Israel, was 
the tip ^ rePrc6r t(l fc*J.e res*. He, therefore, obtained 
ZgZS'SgZ?"*" °f Saviour/ 

vower? SL n^k^f subJects of Christ's healing 
L infection over' our'S? AnVW "* PT" 
.0 him, " Jesus, M^Z,Zt?Jr"cy f i" T°L7, 
thlnVfM are*estored hy bis grace, cannot but be 
thankful: yet, alas! none ol them feel so lively 
sense of his goodness as they ought. Is there one out. 
ten, who gives glory to God with proper energy — anc 

zeal i 
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zeal ? And is not ingratitude, on such an occasion, 
most detestable? You, who have exPerie"ccc:dh.^: 
liverance by the power of Jesus, return to praisehim 
and commend him to the notice and esteemi ofothers 
while, with astonishment and love, you declare what 

hephearhapsnehe°wL arrived at the great city or^ at 
tot, was in the neighbou'hood when the Pham« 
inquired ot him at what time Uroci wuu. 
the kingdom, of which he bad spoken so ««pck He 
renlied that they were deceived about the nature or 
S kingdom - that it would not ^ attended wltd 
such external pomp and grandeur as to e^cite gener 
observation; but that, being inwaiA and spn itual, it 
existed in the hearts of his Pe°p e. He su8ge® ^ 
also to his disciples, that theywould soon be, long | 
for his appearance, in vindication of the rdespisea 
cause, but warned them not to be misled by 
postors, who should anse m gr then ap-
Ll.red, indeed, tb« af.e, h,s J, 
nroarhino* he would manifest liirnse 
awful manner, to take vengeance on his enemies; an 
that, coming suddenly and terribly a, 

desolation should be accomplished so quia y,^ 
directed his disciples to ee troubles, without 
very first commencement of the troubte^ He 

attempting to secure any P ^ j 
warned them to remember Lot J. be 
through an attachment y that in 
involved in the general » painful separations 
this public devastation t j;v;ded the most 
would be made, the neaies u where two 
intimate connexions broken ; .o that. "w ^ 
persons should be united vn the closest ^ 



SCHIPTUKE CHARACTERS. 

th"e 8 peCU,i»"<* °f «"«. -I 

to the cai*car5'0TbLhat "'* f S'e', "ould be 
the Romans who J seem a Plain intimation that 
earle r, 'k enSIgns bore the ^age of the 
th«lAshouId ^ the instruments of that calamity and 
prey A "eh. Ir8?086 ""f"""8 bi/d^t/'the". m'ght be intended to imnlv that 
iudgments°of Gor)te .f,n,ne,rs "e marked for ruin, the 
an Srrinr ai2, t Ptm °Ut> 311 d haste» with 

ThP o3 i to accomplish their perdition. 
For the oTesit J6^ ' be afterwards resumed. 
Jesus which eR Wf °bsfVe\that the Prophecies of 
were all in dnp t to one signal event, 
was gi ven un a<?comp]ished. Jerusalem 

• u ^ entire desolation, the unbelieving 
iTrSY Terably, and the ChrtafiaSJ ohS2 

ance It wf tl0"S:,?btai"ed a memorable deliver! 
fs a fearfid IL , tb^'. here instructed, that » it 
God * P"And h Into tbe hands of the living 
a reful tr n " d W6 "0t be soIioitous to providf 
terriwf J?LTSelr*'against that day of more 
God shall'hi!?' J V the via.ls of the wrath of 
and there shalt"!? °U' uPOD a" impenitent sinners, 
strovedfor S i t U° eSCaPe? Jerusalem was de! 
and if God he !ni-n)f and rejection of the Gospel; 
what has Great R jealous for the honour of his Son 
the time of o L ̂-to exPect ? ° may we know 

merew which J'SLta,t!°n' and embrace the offers 
We inouire th ?Ut to US In tbe Saviour! 

th? word of?' tT- se' ious concern, of all to 

you Aus 

* Heb. x, 81. t Rom. xir. 17. 
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in reality, to the character of Jesus, and as certainly 
obnoxious to the divine vengeance, as the unbelieving 
Jews. O, flee from the tremendous storm, while yet 
there is a possibility of escape! Be willing to make 
use of the appointed refuge, that, when the destroying 
Angel unsheaths the sword, you may be protected 
from the stroke of justice. 

Probably with a view to encourage his disciples 
under the prospect of their approaching difficulties, 
Jesus exhorted them to pray, and to urge their re
quests with unceasing ardour *. Let us attend to his 
counsel: " Men ought ALWAYS to pray, at all times, 
and in all the various circumstances ot life. 1 hough 
many difficulties attend the practice of the duty, and 
our petitions seem to be rejected, we are u° ° 
faint." Our fears may suggest that • God hath foi-
gotten to be gracious," and that it were vain to hope 
for his mercy; yet we are here taught to renew our 
applications with fresh vigour, anct glv 

rest" till he vouchsafe to grant us deliverance and 

C°Theefficacy of such continued fervour in our ad
dresses to God is exhibited 111 a short parable. A poor 
distressed widow, under great oppress,ion, earnesty 
solicited the interferenceofamagistratemhe. behalf, 
that she might obtain justice. ertg 
every good principle both toward God and man, re 
fused for some time to undertake er P" V free(} 
length he consented, merely that he m g 
from the trouble of her importunity. Jesus has di
rected us to draw the proper conclusion fromthis 
little history. The Lord God may ^em regardless 

SS SS me-"Sa^Then Illl he rescue JJ-jgg £ 
oppression of their spiritual enemies, and s y 

* Luke xviii. 1—14. Apclrps 
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desires of their souls. Yet, great as this encouraa 
ment is, how few are animated by it! Do not som 
appear, so disheartened, and so " faint in thei 
minds,' as to grow remiss, and almost abandon thei 
.pe,8 sus ,amented, that, upon his coming, hi 

should find but little faith on the earth. And, shoult 
r .e visitation among ourselves, we 
fear that the number of firm and lively believers woulc 
be proved to be small indeed. Ah ! whv do we dis
trust his promise ? Or, if we maintain our dependence 
upon it, why do we give way to so many distressing 
apprehensions? Why are we so backward to the 
duty ot prayer; so cold and languid in the per
formance ? Surely we treat the Lord as if we thought 

he would not be true to his word. 
Another parable, addressed to those who boasted 

of their own goodness, and looked down with 
contempt upon others, instructs us with what temper 
otmmd we should make our approaches to God. 

e may draw near with confidence, in reliance on 
the Saviour; but not with presumption, as we 

3< uPon him, on the ground of our own 
merit. We are taught to bow before him with the 

eepest humiliation and abhorrence of ourselves, 
confessing our iniquity, and imploring forgiveness 
tbiougb his free and abundant mercy, as revealed in 

trospel. This is represented in the case of two 
men, a Pharisee and a publican, who went to worship 

16 ^ ^e'r principles and dispositions 
t f different; and very different also was 

the effect of their prayers. 
The Pharisee stood by himself, with much self-

sufficiency , as if he should be polluted by coming near 
^fi P can- devotions, if such they may be 

called, contained not one petition and, though he 
-pretended to thank God, his object was to compliment 
himself, while he described his own excellency, and 
recounted the various services he had performed, 
tie alleged that he was far better than the generality 
vf mankind; that lie had avoided the gross sins in 

which 
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which many others lived, and which might be 
charged upon the notorious character then present; 
and that he had also been exact in all ceremonial ob
servances. Such was the detail of his goodness, such 
the only foundation of his hope towards God. And 
was not this " sacrifice an abomination unto the 
Lord?" Yes, a proud spirit is peculiarly odious to 
him; and he hath determined " that no flesh shall 
glorv in his presence." But are not many, under a 
Christian profession, worshipping with the temper ot 
the Jewish Pharisee ? Let his prayer be translated into 
modern language, and it would describe precisely the 
sentiments of numbers among us. W e have many 
who compare themselves with others, who boast ot 
their virtue, their freedom from scandalous crimes, 
and their strict performance of certain customary 
rites. But what shall we say ? Shall we not remark, 
as before, that, so long as they exalt themselves, 
their most specious offerings, whether of chanty or 
devotion, are offensive to God ? «,r.d 

Another character, however, is hereexhibitedand 
that of an acceptable worshipper. The pubhcan. or 
Roman tax-gatherer, whose former life, lUBPr°b*M®. 
had been stained with many enormities, was com
pelled under the terror of an awakened ̂ ons^'e^e, 
humble himself in the presencemf Go^ and to de-
precate his vengeance. He stood at a ^stance from 
the sanctuary, and with eyes cast down upon the 
ground; thus expressing his unworthme s to draw 
near or look up to G od .  Nor was such demeanour 
the only evidence of his feelings. mi 1i o P 
breast, through extreme anguish for h 'S accumulated 
guilt, and confessing himself a smmer obidoxioui 
justice,without offering any p l e a i n  hisownfavour he 
waved that if it were possible, God would extena 
his^nercy to' him. To Lh a contrite peniten ts 
this, however flagitious h . s  conduct may have^be 
the'promises of the Gospe 1 are e mercy 

him return unto the Loid an abundantly 
upon him; and to our God, foi be wui pardon>„ 
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pardon *." This the publican found; he went down 
to his house in peace, having obtained acceptance 
with God. How instructive, how animating, is the 
example. It is recorded for our encouragement; and 
the declaration is added, to revive the heart of all 
those who are ready to despond, « He that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted." For this abundant grace, 
indeed, we are indebted to Him, who " died for 
the ungodly," and whose « blood cleanseth from all 
sin. Our application to God must be made in his 
name, and in dependence on his merits. But even 
the interposition of Christ will not avail us, unless we 

j u3' " g°d'y sorrow which worketh repentance," 
and that deep humiliation which the publican ex
pressed. We may have been preserved from gross 
offences ; but, if we be truly sensible of our guilt, we 
shall not be unwilling to be considered on a level 
with the worst of characters, in the point of our ac
ceptance with God, nor will any other prayer suit us 
so well as that which is here provided, " God be 
merciful to me a sinner." 

* Isa. Iv. 7. 
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SECT. 98. 

Jesus, attending at the feast of dedication, gave sight 
to a man born blind—revealed himself to him, ivhen 
excommunicated—described himself as the Door, 
and the good Shepherd—declared his union with the 
Father, and miraculously escaped from being stoned. 

JESUS had now taken his leave of Galilee, and ar
rived at Jerusalem. There he attended at the cele
bration of a certain festival, which is supposed to 
have been kept in remembrance of the purification of 
the temple by Judas Maccabeus*. This was an in
stitution only of human authority; but he did not on 
that account neglect it, and he has taught us by his 
example to pay a serious respect to those observances 
which tend to the advancement of religion, even 
though they be not established by the divine com
mand. 

In such a world as this, objects of wretchedness 
present themselves on every side: but we may learn 
from Jesus not to look on the distressed without feel
ing the tenderest emotions of compassion. As he 
passed through the streets of Jerusalem, he beheld 
with merciful regard a poor beggar, who had been 
blind from his birth f. The disciples, taking notice 
of the unhappy case, proposed a question of curious 
speculation. They asked whether the calamity was 
not to be considered as a peculiar judgment trom 
God, for some heinous transgression committed either 
by the man or his parents. Possibly they enter aine 
the idea of a pre-existent state, and suPPoser. r 
the sufferings of this life are punishments or 

* John X .  22, 1 Mac. iv. 59- Joseph. Antiqu. B. xu. ch. 11. 
t Johnx. 1, &c. sins. 
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sins. The Jews, at least, are said to have imbibed 
that absurd notion from the doctrines of certain 
Heathen philosophers. 

Jesus, however, without entering into a subtle dis
quisition upon the case, declared that the affliction 
was appointed, not as a judicial visitation for any re
markable offence, but that the mighty power of God 
should be displayed by its miraculous removal. He 
further observed, that his time of service in this 

orld, which he knew to be very short, must be 
diligently improved, in order to promote the great 
end of his mission; and that he should continue, 

uring his abode here, to give light to them that 
were in darkness. Let us make the application to our
selves. We, who are sinners, should always consider 
that we deserve to bear distinguishing marks of the 
divine indignation. Wheresoever we perceive a poor 
sufferer, oppressed by heavy calamities, let us not 
curiously inquire into his crimes, but attend to our 
own, which merit a like, if not a severer, visitation. 
It may reconcile our minds to the most painful at-
flictions to remember what our Lord intimates, thai, 
they may be designed to promote the praise an 
glory of God. Let us not forget bow soon our day 
of labour and of usefulness will be closed, tha we 
may exert ourselves with vigour for the benefit o 
others. If the Saviour shone as " the light or the 
world," what are our obligations ? Are we not bouna 
to fulfil the purposes of the life which is given us-
Shall we depart to the awful reckoning before these are 
answered? If we would imitate our great Exemplar, 
we must not trifle away the few remaining moments 
in sensuality or supineness, or omit any one oppor
tunity of rendering assistance to our fellow-creatures. 

Jesus not only attended to t h e  c r i e s  of the distressed, 
but in some cases granted relief where it was not so
licited, as in the instance before us. We observe, too, 
that, though all his miracles were illustrious, tbev 
were performed in different ways. In some a wore 
or a touch sufficed; in others certain means were 
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made use of, but such as magnified his mighty 
power. He anointed the man's eyes with clay: but 
this, it must be allowed, seemed more likely to take 
away than communicate sight. He then commanded 
him to wash in the pool of Siloam; and instantly, 
upon this being done, the cure was accomplished 
The efficacy, however, should not be ascribed to ay 
peculiar virtue in those waters, but to Him,.who 
by their significant name they typified, -• _ 
of God. He alone, who ordered this singular expe
dient, could render it successful. The same, we miay 
remark, is evident with respect to his o. ei "PI? , 
ments. The ordinances of his church are, 
putably, weak in themselves, and unable to'mpai t 
any blessing to the soul. But he is P^sed to coaler 
grace upon those who frequent them in . r, 
his directions, and in dependence on his promise Let 
us therefore conform to his institutionsi with the ain^ 
plicity of unfeigned faith, and hi9 power press;tjes 
displayed for the relief of all our spiritual necessities^ 

The miracle was manifest, and it cou. , wag 

gage the public not'ce: ^ wereastonished, 
restored was generally known. A which, 
but some were enraged; in c°"se<J." , some 
pains were taken to disprove the rp'. • malignant 
means to cast an odium "P°" ^esufi* the evidence, 
opposition, however, tended toconfirrntheevademOB 
and publish it the more extensively. In Lke manner^ 
modern infidels, by their hatredI of 
assiduous attempts to mvali ^ injure ; 
really advance the cause which his truth is 
and the more they resist God, confounded. 
established, and they thern®^ 5S p t h e  s a nhedrim,and 

The man was summoned btfore the n^. 
closely examined concerning the most artiess 
perienced, which he descrio , con. 
simplicity, and from which he declared that n ^ 
sidered the author of it as a r PQm^ with hypo-
sioned a division in the ?ou"£ Vesus had profaned 
critical sanctity, pretending that Jesus n F the 
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the sabbath, because he had performed the miracle 
on that holy day, and therefore that he could not be 
of God ; while others were constrained to acknow
ledge, from the evidence before them, that he could 
not possibly be an impostor. Some unfairness or 
collusion being suspected, endeavours were used to 
discover the trick. The man's parents, therefore, 
were called, and strictly questioned. The fact, in
deed, they openly asserted, and yet, through -the 
fear of excommunication (which all were threatened 
with who should confess Jesus to be the Messiah), 
they dared not avow their own convictions, but re
ferred their examiners to the testimony of their son. 

He was again interrogated by the rulers; and, 
while they with vehemence and bitterness reviled 
the Saviour as a worthless and profane wretch, the 
poor beggar ventured to plead his cause with confi
dence. He maintained before them all that the mi
racle was undeniable, and the conclusion from it 
reasonable, that Jesus must have received his com
mission from Heaven. This provoked them the 
more; and instantly, without any other charge, of 

It, they passed the very severe sentence of ex
communication upon him. 

Whether, now, shall we most pity, the condemned 
person, or his judges? Ah! how odious their con
duct, how miserable their case, who, with incon
testable evidence before them, still hardened their 
hearts, and determined not to be convinced ! He, 
though destitute of the advantages of education, and 
in a great measure ignorant of the real character of 
Christ, dared to act agreeably to his conscience, and 
refused to depart from his testimony, whatever he 
might suffer. We ask, then, Where are those, who 
have courage enough, in the face of opposition, to 
vindicate the character of Jesus? Can you speak of 
any benefit which 370U have received from him? 
Though unable to maintain an argument against 
subtle disputants, can you declare that he has com
municated light to your mind, and say, as the poor 

beggar, 
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beggar, if you can add no more, " One thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, now I see ?" By such 
a simple evidence as this, many an unlettered peasant 
has pleaded the cause of Christ with great success, 
and sometimes to the confusion of the most learned 
adversaries. But it may expose you to reproach and 
bitter persecution. Be it so. What have you to 
fear, while you stand up for the honour of the Sa
viour? It is a service of which you should not be 
ashamed, and in which you need not dread any con
sequences. Do not, therefore, shrink from it, or, 
as the man's parents, put it off to another ; but come 
forth, and avow yourselves the disciples of Jesus, 
whoever may, on that account, exclude you from 
their society. He, whose interest you espouse, will 
manifest his favourable regard to you in due season. 

The poor outcast, it should seem, understood but 
little of Jesus; yet, being faithful to his convic
tions, he obtained further information. The Saviour 
sought after him, that he might reveal himself to 
him. Upon being asked, therefore, u Dost thou 
believe on the Son of God ?" he confessed his ig
norance, but showed, at the same time, that he 
was a serious inquirer after the truth, and eagerly 
desirous of instruction. Accordingly, no sooner had 
Jesus explicitly declared himself to be that exalted 
Character, than he cried out, with a holy rapture, 
"Lord, I believe;" and, to testify his unfeigned 
submission and dependence, he bowed down in de
vout adoration of him. Thus he received a double 
cure, and exhibited, by the change wrought both 
in his body and soul, unquestionable proofs ot the 
power and grace of the Redeemer. How seasonable 
was this manifestation to the excommunicated man, 
while he suffered under the severe and injurious 
sentence ! The Lord will administer the necessary 
support and consolation to those who seek him in 
sincerity; and he will select the most suitable time 
and method for that purpose. Fear not, theretore, 
you who are faithfully devoted to him, vv 
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may come upon you in his service. We need not 
say, when the profane world turn away from you 
with scorn, but even when your dearest friends cast 
you off, for the truth's sake, he will prevent you 
from sinking under the trouble, and perhaps he may 
then favour you with peculiar discoveries of his sal
vation. In this confidence the royal Psalmist tri
umphed, " When my father and my mother forsake 
me, then the Lord will take me up 

But should the question be proposed to us indivi
dually, " Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" 
what answer could we return ? Are not many, who 
assume the Christian profession, as far from the 
faith of Christ as if they had never heard his name ? 
If, however, with a teachable disposition, we ask, 
how we are to conceive of him, or what regard is 
xlue to him, he himself will instruct us. 

In addressing the man to whom he had given sight, 
be conveyed both information and encouragement, 
while he observed, that one grand design of his ap
pearance was, to communicate the light of life to all 
who feel and lament that they are destitute of it 
But he added, that he came also for judgment, as 
well as mercy, to expose their folly, who boasted of 
their own understanding, and to seal them up in ig
norance, who were too wise to be taught. Certain 
of the Pharisees, it should seem, were present at the 
latter part of this declaration: and, considering them
selves as charged, by an oblique reference, with spi
ritual blindness, they were disgusted. It must needs 
be offensive to the pride of those, who have acquired 
a reputation for learning and discernment, to be 
treated as intellectually dark, and having the same 
need of divine illumination as the "most illiterate. 
Jesus, therefore, warned them, that they could not 
plead in excuse for themselves the want of informa
tion, and that a conceit of their own knowledge 
chiefly kept them in unbelief, and greatly aggravated 
their guilt and condemnation. This, surely, may 

* Peat, xxvii. 10. 
furnish 
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furnish a forcible exhortation to us, that we xc lean 
not unto our own understanding," and that we pray 
earnestly not to be given over to a judicial blindness, 
but, by the illumination of the Holy Spirit, to dis
cover " the truth as it is in Jesus." 

Our Lord continued his address, with a particular 
view to those false teachers, who rejected him *. 
Speaking in parabolical language, he declared, by 
a solemn asseveration, that whosoever enters into 
the fold any other way than by the appointed door, 
is to be considered as an injurious and destructive in
truder. He described the real shepherd, as approach
ing by the regular access, which alone can be allowed, 
and gaining immediate admission. Io such an one 
the care of the sheep is intrusted : he watches over 
them with a tender regard to their different cases and 
necessities; and they acknowledge him as tieu 
guide, supporter, and defender. But they will no 
pay the same respect to him who is not thus con
nected with them, and yields not a due attention o 
their concerns. This was indeed an awful reprooi 
of the Pharisees, who pretended to instruct the peo
ple, and yet understood not the only instituted me-, 
thod of salvation ; and it was an intimation, that 
whatever character they assumed, thetrue members 
of the church would not submit to them, butt:urn 
away from them with disgust. Yet they sa^n« 
"the drift of the parable ; and therefore Jesus spake in 
plainer language to the following e ect. , , 

« I myself am that Door to which I refer ed and 
it is necessary that every one, w o ' 
teacher of others, should beproper y acquaint:ed 
with my mediatorial office, and cor 13 urged 
mv service There have been those who have urgea 
the same claims before, and from 
mark out for their disciples_a different course . 
that which I prescribe ; but they were deceives an ^ 
usurper, whose object was Dfople of God, 
the good of the flock. The faithful people 

•* John x. is however 
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however, have always discovered the ruinous delusion 
and refused to be led by their influence. I am the 
only way of admission into the church ; and he, whc 
approaches to God in a real dependence upon me, 
shall be protected from all assaults of enemies, and 
shall find abundant support and comfort for his soul 
in the rich provisions of the Gospel. The arrogant 
intruder into the sacred function of the ministry is a 
destroyer and murderer of immortal souls. But the 
purpose for which I am come is to bestow salvation 
in a larger measure than has ever yet been known 
upon the earth." 
" I, therefore, perform the office of " the good 

Shepherd," and am the very Person described by the 
ancient prophets under that title * : my people shall 
enjoy security and happiness, through my affectionate 
care for them ; and I will render them every attention 
and service which the most vigilant and compassion
ate shepherd can yield to his flock. Circumstances 
of peculiar danger may occur, which will try the 
strength of his regard for the sheep. In such situa
tions, the man who has no property or concern in 
them will not expose himself for their defence, but 
leave them to be dispersed and devoured by every 
beast of prey; while the real owner, who feels an 
attachment to them, will stand by them in all extre
mities, and hazard his safety that he may ward off 
the assaults of the destroyer." 

" This is the character which I sustain for the be
nefit of my redeemed ones: and as a mutual love 
subsists between me and them, similar to that which 
the Father and I bear to each other, so, in the since
rity. and fervour of my affection, I cheerfully give 
up my own life, to rescue them from perdition. My 
flock also extends beyond the limits of your nation : 
there are those among the Gentiles, however hope
less they may appear, who shall obey the call, and 
be incorporated into my church, that all believers 
may constitute one society, under the care and pro-

* Isa, x\. 11. Ezek. xxxir. 23, xxxvii. 24. Mic. v. 4» 
tection 
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tection of the same exalted Head. The Father him
self is pleased with my attention to the welfare of 
my people, and with my voluntary undertaking for 
them. It is, therefore, our settled plan, and a part 
of the commission which I have received from him, 
that I should die, and rise again. Of my own ac
cord I lay down that life, which I could easily re
tain against all the violence of men and devils; and 
by the same sovereign power I can resume it, since 
it is not possible that I should be imprisoned in the 
grave, contrary to my own will." 

How interesting is the whole of this address ! Who 
among us can be unconcerned about an admission 
into the fold of God, or the only possible mode of 
procuring that admission ? Have we, then, dili
gently inquired for this appointed way ; and do we 
consent to make use of it ? It is more especially in
cumbent upon the teachers of religion to examine 
their principles. As they would dread the condem
nation of the ancient Pharisees, and the odious ap
pellation of " thieves and robbers/' they should se
riously consider with what motives they assumed 
the sacred character. Have they been actuated by 
an unfeigned regard to Christ? Is he the sole ground 
of their dependence ? And is it the grand object of 
their ministry to display his grace, and exalt his 
glory? Very mischievous indeed are the effects 
which result from such persons undertaking to in
struct others as are themselves ignorant of the salva
tion of God. Many, many precious souls, are de
luded to their eternal ruin. Let us pray, therefore, 
that " the church, being alway preserved from false 
apostles, may be ordered and guided by faithful and 
true pastors, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
" The good Shepherd" can never be unmindful of 

his flock. Let us contemplate this description of 
him till we feel an increasing strength and liveliness 
of faith and hope, of love and joy. How amazing is* 
that compassion, which induced him to take notice 

* Collect fw St. Matthias's Day-
VOL. JIJ. T Of 
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of our wretched case ! How should that depth of 
humiliation and suffering, to which he submitted for 
our recovery, endear him to u«! How should that 
tenderness of regard, with which he provides for all 
the various cases of his people, encourage our trust, 
and inspire us with confidence ! But are we indeed 

the sheep of his pasture?" Have we heard his 
voice, recalling us from our wanderings; and are 
we now content to abide in his fold ? In dependence 
on him, do we go in and out, and feed upon the 
rich pastures of his grace? " All we, like sheep, 
have gone astray ;" let us " now return unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls*," and pray that 
others also, though far off, may be brought nigh, 
and made one with us in him. 

Our Lord's declarations produced different senti
ments in his hearers. Some turned away from him 
with disgust, and in a contemptuous manner derided 
him as a demoniac and a madman, unworthy of any 
serious attention. But there were those who judged 
more favourably of him, both from the doctrines he 
advanced, arid the miracles he wrought Thus, also, 
the faithful preaching of the Gospel generally creates 
a division. It is no uncommon thing for men to 
speak evil of what they understand not, and to vent 
their enmity against the zealous advocate for Christ, 
by scornful reproaches similar to those which were 
cast upon Him. And yet, such is the force of the 
truth, that, even in the midst of much opposition, 
some will be so impressed with it, as to exert their 
influence Jn its support. Let us " take heed how 
we hear," and examine for ourselves, without 
being biassed by the objections of others. 

Jesus was walking in the portico which surrounded 
the temple, probably soon after his preceding dis
course, when many of the Jews came about him, 
though with no friendly disposition. They desired 
a still plainer declaration from himself, whether or 
no he was the Messiah ; and it is likely that they 

* Isa. liii, 6. 1 Pet. ii. 25. 
wished 
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wished for it, as a ground of accusation against him. 
Jesus, therefore, reproved them for their unbelief, 
in disregarding his former claims, and referred them 
to his works, for a full demonstration of his divine 
character. He showed their baseness in continuing 
to reject him, notwithstanding such accumulated 
evidence. It was a conduct which clearly proved 
that they belonged not to that favoured company, 
the sheep of his flock, all of whom acknowledge him 
as their Leader and Commander, receiving his doc
trines, and obeying his directions. These, however 
reproached by men, he affirmed to be the objects of 
his peculiar notice, and secure, under the protection of 
his almighty arm, from the assaults of their most 
powerful enemies. He has redeemed them to him
self, and engaged to rescue them from every danger, 
and conduct them to the possession of eternal life. 
He added, that the omnipotence of the Father is 
pledged for their defence, since he and the Father 
"are ONE," not in design only, but in nature and 
perfection, the same infinite and uncontrollable 
Being. As Jehovah, therefore, cannot be overcome, 
his people are invincible. 

How clear and express the declaration! Myste
rious we allow it to be ; for we pretend not to com
prehend the divine essence, or to explain in what 
manner this union can subsist. But we maintain the 
real and proper deity of the Saviour, on the authority of 
this infallible word ; nor dare we make any difference 
or inequality, where the Scriptures have forbidden it. 
We confess our obligation to " honour the Son, even 
as we honour the Father," and derive the strongest 
hope and consolation from the important doctrine. 

This high claim gave great offence; and so it has 
ever done; but the furious opposition of men ought 
not to deter us from the cordial reception of the truth 
of God. The Jews took up stones to stone him, as 
they had done on a former occasion *. What a tre
mendous sight was this ! Sinners rising up with 

# John viii. 59- • Sect. 23. 
T 2 murderous 
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murderous rage against the Saviour, and arming 
themselves for the destruction of" the Holy One of 
God !" Why did he not crush them in a moment, 
and consume them in their iniquity ? Or why does 
he bear with our perverseness ? Only because he is 
" the Lord, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy With astonishing com
posure and mildness, he stood to expostulate with 
them on their unreasonable conduct in recompensing 
all his benevolent actions with such barbarity. They 
pretended, indeed, a religious zeal; for they con
sidered him, by what he had said, as " making him
self equal with God." Now, had they mistaken 
his meaning, is it not in the highest degree im
probable that he should suffer them to continue 
in such an error, without contradicting it? Yet 
in his reply he did not renounce, but confirmed and 
vindicated, his claim. 

He argued, that kings and rulers were in their 
Scriptures called " godsf," as representatives of 
Jehovah; but that he was infinitely superior to 
them, and came, in a character peculiar to him
self, immediately from the highest heavens; and 
therefore that he ought not to be treated as a blas
phemer for asserting his proper title and dignity. 
In support of it, he solemnly appealed again to 
his works, which he called the works of his Fa
ther, being such as none but Jehovah could per
form, and maintained from them what he had 
before affirmed, that he and the Father are one. 
This, surely, was clear and decisive; nor can there 
need a comment to deduce the Godhead of Christ 
from these repeated declarations. The Jews under-

* Psal. ciii. 8. 
f Psal Ixxxii. 6 It is supposed by some that magistrates ob

tained this high appellation only as types of the Redeemer, and as 
an intimation that He would really be very God in himself, 
whereas they were styled so merely with a reference to him. Ac
cordingly, our Lord's argument has been expounded with a view 
to this sense; and the interpretation certainly deserves serious 
consideration. 

stood 
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stood him as advancing this very doctrine, though 
they determined, through their pride and ignorance, 
to reject it; and therefore they renewed their at
tempts to destroy him. By a miracle, however, as 
on other similar occasions *, he escaped from their 
violence, since he had yet a few months longer to 
continue his labours on the earth. 

A proper opportunity is here offered us tojam 
those of their danger who oppose the dl™n£y 

Son of God. Beware, lest, sinning as the Jews did, 
y o u  "  f a l l  a f t e r  t h e  s a m e  e x a m p l e  o f  u n b e h e t . l  
their spirit and conduct were so odious, can yours 
be acceptable to him ? Your error, it persevered in, 
SlftaKSc&e; for you cannot £««. £ 
fections towards the Saviour, nor yi d unless 
verence - Jg. God bussed 
you acknowledge l , bears with your pe-
lor evert ngh is claims; but at length 
tulance and foUy m resisttQ the everlasting 
he will arise to vindicate his g > 
confusion of all his enemies-, withdrew 

We have only to add, that wheiajei to a 
from this persecution at "'e'"s . n ' wbere John had 
distant part, eve

"  b e y ° " . , „ t r v  T h e r e  many resorted 
formerly exercised his mm . y- should seem, by 
t o  h i m ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  prepared, as ^ e 
the testimony of the Bap _i » beli<jve(j on him, white 
therefore, without hesi » rejected him with 
the great and learned at Jer"'»aie . Jeventually 
scorn. Thus the sin of kingdom of 
become the salvation o b oppose, is given 
God," when taken ^'V^fhmTtto it. Happy the 
to such as Will thankful y favoured with the 
people beyond Jordan, , ause they knew the time 
presence of the Saviour* ^ear for ourselves and oui 
of their visitationLet us houid provoke him to 
country, lest our all serious 
depart from us; and th tb which we hear, 
attention to the word ot trutn, ^ x 5 

John Tin- 59- LiOru, # Luke iv. 30-
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Lord, withdraw not the Gospel of thy grace, nor 
the influence of thy Spirit, from us ! Here fix thine 
abode, and make us willing and obedient in the day 
of thy power. May we be added as faithful members 
to thy church on earth, and conducted to thy hea
venly kingdom, there to behold thy glory, and 
praise thee as one with the Father, world without 
end! Amen. 

JESUS 
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SBCT. 29-

Jesus answered inquiries aboutiQ a 
der regard to little children of riches 
ruler—warned his £7* of t/elabourers in the vine-
—delivered the parable f surfer—cured two 
yard—hastened to Jerusalem to suffer 
blind men near Jericho. 

THE enemies of Christ, -®V®°RPQSEG . lby^their op-
prevail, are subservieni11 oi p e PentuaUy the cause 
position to the tiutn, tney Thus, we have 
of its more extensive P r°m"^ 'v from Jerusalem, 
seen, when Jesus was " ived ' the benefit of Ins 
the people beyond Joidt .1 u;s  blessings with a 

eases*. .. of the Pharisees pursued 
Hither also the malice ® t ion 0f drawing him 

him. They came  with a e;udicing the people 
into some difficulty, or J*Je consult turn on 
against him. They p ^ asked whether it w 
the subject of divoi -gs ^1S wife for every -
allowable for a ™arV their malevolent desig , 
fling reason. He 1k ~ ,inswer their inquiries-
and yet condescended t jn<,titution of mari[a& ' 
referred them WJ^ZfscMes, with "Inch, he 
as delivered in tbei r(i s so prevalent amoo? i f iCted, 
argued, the sepaia this it was CKJ 
were totally inoonsr. ^ ^ 
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that Moses had countenanced those divorces by an 
express law for the purpose*. Jesus replied, thata 
permission of that kind had indeed been granted to 
their nation, " on account of the hardness of their 
hearts," which might have produced worse mischiefs, 
but that suclra toleration was repugnant to the first 
appointment of the sacred union. 

The disciples resumed the subject in private, when 
he solemnly declared, that, if either of the parties so 
bound together put away the other (excepting only 
for the cause of unfaithfulness), and entered into a 
fresh connexion, it was adultery in the sight of God. 
The representation appeared so severe, that they 
judged it advisable to decline an engagement which 
could not be annulled. But this was a wrong con
clusion : for our Lord observed, that, though various 
reasons might lead men to celibacy, it should not be 
imposed upon any, and that those, who preferred it 
with a view of devoting themselves more entirely to 
God, should possess peculiar grace, suited to the 
circumstances of that state. 

This may seem an uninteresting topic to some 
readers: but the licentiousness of the present age 
renders it in an especial manner necessary. " Mar
riage is honourable in all f yet few, we apprehend, 
proceed to it under the influence of right motives, in 
the fear of God, or with a real regard to their spiri
tual welfare. A sudden and capricious attachment, 
the gratification of libidinous desires, worldly expec
tations or convenience, are the grounds on which 
most persons connect themselves together; and in 
such cases, as there is no firmness of virtuous princi
ple, the bond of union is more liable to be broken. 
Disappointments ensue, disgust arises, a freedom of 
intercourse becomes irksome, a separation is eagerly 
wished for, and consequences, most destructive to 
religion and society, take place. How frequent are 
such instances among us, particularly in what is 
called fashionable life ! So numerous are the appli-

* Deut. xxiv. 1. f Hcb. xiii. 4. 
cations 
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• cations for divorces to one branch of our legislature, 
aslo constitute no small part of the , 
that august body. The many 
and imnuritv which are thus brought to iigh , 
the records of Parliament, disgrace 
the Gospel, and expose our nation to the judgment 
of an incensed God. ^4.;™ are ne-

How much c»re a j®C2' With •whom we are 
ceswryinthecho.ceofapa.tner, w ^ and 
to spend our days . It we • it is ;nc[is-
abiding happiness in such ^t;nns be regulated 
pensably recite that our tnctoatto,nsbe regu ^^ 
according to the will of Go , elorv. Those, 
tion and blessing, and aim marriage cove-
also, who are bound tog^h^^^Uance ovir them-
nant, should maintain a c°"s , spirit and conduct, 
selves, lest, by any part of theiypir ̂  ̂  render 
they should excite dnsgus to t£ bear one 
their union painful. ^ e, th exercise of patience, 
another's burdens, and, y their mutual com* 
forbearance, and love,. PW^thetfn ̂  
fort and advancement,n d trials should not, 

The dread of inconveniences a ch jg God's own 
however, deter men from - ^ nature is formed, 
institution, and for whic ^ principles of 
Few. we tear, L which is necessary 
religion: few possess the g ny it is evident, 
for that state. The celibacy rtmajr.it is their s.n 
leads to licentiousness > boast of their liberty, 
and reproach. While . Y ieence of their passions, 
and rove at large for the indulgenced.t.onj and 
they are hastening th®' res for the unwary, whose 
much assiduity laying .gce<j fGr a vile and m -
bodies and souls are s aggravated guilt is here:. 
mentary gratification. in the same neig --



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

instructions, requesting his solemn benediction and 
devout intercessions for them *. The disciples would 
have prevented it, and put them from him, unwilling 
that their Master's time should be occupied with in
fants, as he had other more important business to 
employ him. Jesus, however, showed much dis
pleasure at their officious interposition, and com
manded that even the youngest children should be 
allowed a free access to him, inasmuch as the king
dom of God should consist of such members. He 
declared, also, as he had done before, that no per
son can belong to that holy community, who is not 
brought to a simplicity of disposition resembling chat 
of a little child. With the greatest complacency, 
therefore, and most amiable condescension, he took 
them up in his arms, and pronounced his blessing on 
them. 

This occurrence may seem trifling, but it is re
plete with instruction. It should endear the Saviour 
to us, when we observe such decisive proofs of the 
meekness and compassion of his character. And, since 
Jesus allows and invites those of tenderest age to 
come unto him, affirming them to "be capable of 
being received into his kingdom, shall we forbid their 
admission into his church, and exclude those whom 
he has not excluded? The argument drawn from 
this passage in favour of infant baptism, though not 
direct, appears conclusive; for why did he show 
such a regard to infants, but because they were the 
proper objects of his care and love, and might par
take of his grace? Parents, therefore, may be en
couraged to present their offspring to Christ, and 
entreat his kind attention to them. They may so
lemnly devote them to him in his covenant by the 
initiating ordinance of baptism. That rite is to the 
father of a Christian family what circumcision was to 
the father of a Jewish. We believe that our whole 
house will be an acceptable offering to him, and re-

* Matt. xix. ia—.15. Mark x, is—16. Luke xviii. 15—17-
joice 
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jo'tce that " the promise is unto us and to our chil-

*"TiiVr.praent.tion here 

you may be thought in the ^ld» XJ" '1^ keep 
neath the Saviour's regai•• ^ to receive you. 
you from his arms, ^ 11c' ^ §uffer them to come unto 
While you hear him «ay, butter^ ^ have re_ 
me, and forbid them no , preventvour approach, 
course to him, wiioeveir 1 implore his blessing. 
Cast yourselves before him, apdjmp:that 
Surrender up your heart > lf and accomplish m 
he may attach 1^"°,, Though your years 
you the purposes of his i: } d of redemption 
have been few, you v" rtification of his Spirit; 
through his blood, and t: e« you> while you wait in 
nor will his grace be de J before him. 
humble faith and feryen p ^ , place in which the 

As he was person came run-
last occurrence happene , fiucb eagerness, and 
ning to him, evidently w.th^ifiucn^^^ him as a 
with profound veneration, 11 is feet, and 
divine teacher. He kneeled dc.wn^ of all 

desired information «om Good Master," said 
others the most important T- that j niay inherit 
he, " what good thing a can(jjdate for hea-
eternal life ?" Here, then.' earance. He was young, 
ven, of a most Prom,"l"fuaf pleasures, for he attended 
yet not addicted to se . ' duties of morality, an 
with great exactness i ^out his future state. 
discovered a serious co cf some consequence, a 
was a ruler, a magistra ,tll> yetj unlike the ge-
possessed of considers he applied to Jesus, n 
nerality of those in highM Pl^ u should seem. 
with a disp»it,on t^c».l;uctei tbe „ay 

with a desire ol Deing 
vation. ^ . ... 0 

* Acts ii. 39- Mark X. J7-S1. &»ke xvm' 1 ~ Tlte 
+ Matt. six. 16, «c* " 
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|*»® waf hopeful; and, from such a view, 
we might have been ready to conclude that the man 
was a real convert. But a little experience will teach 
usi not to be precipitate in ©ur judgment, nor to rest 
with implicit confidence in any favourable appear-
ances. Jesus, who knew perfectly the bent of his 
mind, dealt with him in such a way as to show his 
true character. He inquired, therefore, why he had 
given him the title of" good," since it properly be
longed only to God. He did not thereby disclaim it, 
or in the least imply that he possessed not the attri
butes of deity, but examined on what ground the 
amiable youth had so addressed him, and whether 
he had done it on a full conviction of his dignity. 
1 he ruler, probably, was elated with a conceit of 
his own goodness, and his ability to do every thing 
required; on which account, to detect his erroneous 
notions, and evince his deficiencies, Jesus referred 
him to the law, assuring him that he must keep the 
commandments, in order to attain eternal life. We 
cannot so interpret this declaration as to set aside the 
necessity of believing in the Son ofGod forsalvation, 
or ascribe to man a power in himself of yielding a 
complete obedience to his Maker. But there is a 
peculiar propriety in putting those, who boast of 
their own righteousness and strength, upon consider
ing the extent of their duty. We exhort them to 

ring forth their best performances, that they may 
compare them with the appointed rule, and to try 
what their most vigorous exertions can effect. " Keep 
the commandmentsbut let one precept as well as 
another be regarded, and that in the utmost extent, 
so as to regulate your inward affections no less than 
youi outward practice. Such an unfeigned and per
fect compliance is required from you at all times and 
in aft circumstances, without weariness or interrup
tion, even to your latest hour. Upon the least failure, 
you are rendered incapable of being justified by the 
works of the law, and, though decent and orderly 
«a your conduct, can obtain forgiveness no otherwise 

than. 
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than by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, through the 
blood of his cros9. 

This young person, not knowing himself and the 
defects of his obedience, presumptuously boasted 
that he had, from his earliest years, performed every 
duty enjoined in the second table, to which he was 
referred; and, in the vain confidence of his own 
sufficiency, he then asked whether any thing further 
could be demanded of him. Ah! how gross the 
darkness, how fatal the delusion, by which men are 
so exalted in themselves as to say, "I am innocent, 
or, « What lack I yet?" Jesus, however, looked 
with compassionate regard on the ruler, whose 
manners and disposition, in some respects no^ht be 
neculiarlv engaging. But, as he resisted conviction 
Fn one 2v he proved him in another, requiring a 
SeS testimony of the entire submission of his 
ErttothedTvme will. " One thing," said he, 
" thou lackest- go thy way, sell whatsoever thou 

had a right to °™a,n;"trutv selisible of their own 
comply with it, who are cr y „ . The nier-
demerit, and the worth of the Saviojir. ^ ^ ,, 
chant, who finds the Q*1 \ ^ ; fQT wili 
will sell all that he has, an excellency 
say, « I count all things but loss tor tne ^ 
of the knowledge of Ch!'SA t^e had ennobled. He 
so he, whom rank and fo[tu"® nf®anded; and in-
was d i s appo in t ed ,  grieve^, meant to detect by the 
stantly betrayed what J insincerity of his heart, 
trial here proposed, <tlhe se about the religion of 
H e  gav e  up all further i *1 sorrowful," mortified 
the Gospel; " he went.away nctregretting bus 
with the severity of the J to part with 
inability to eomply, *t stiU more reluctant 
his pretensions and his hp y ... gj 

. Matt. xiii- T 10 
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to resign his present attachments. He withdrew, 
preferring the enjoyment of his large possessions to 
the grace and salvation of Jesus. 

Ah! who can refrain from tears, on account of 
the promising youth thus departing from Chns and 
at length, as we fear, perishing in sin ? Yet similar 
cases frequently occur. We would ask all those, 
who seem desirous to learn the way to b^ve"' 
vou unfeignedly consent to the terms which jesus 
requires? He does not, indeed, say to you, Se 
whatsoever thou hast;" but he will certainly call 
vou to make some painful sacrifices, as an evidence 
Kour regard to him. You must, at least be ready 
to relinquish the dearest objects in life, if he shall 
so appoint; nor are any of his disciples exempted 
from the obligation of taking up the cross, and fol
lowing him through shame, contempt, and^ufiering. 
If you comply not with his demands, whateverThey 
may be you lack the one thing, an integrity of heart, 

unreserved submission to him, for which no com-
nensation can be allowed. Would you, then, depart 
from him ? O, think again what the consequences 
muTt beT Those who know your danger tremble 
and weep for you, though you feel no pity for your-

S6 Jesus, being much affected, directed the attention 
all the people, and especially of his disciples, to 

this occurrence, while he taught them the P'°P*J 
movement. He declared, such are the snares of 

riches such the obstructions which they cause to 
the spiritual life, that few persons in affluence will 
be disposed to receive the Gospel, or to Pufsue that 
course which alone will conduct them to heaven. 
Much is to be given up, and many severe st §8 _ 
to be endured, in all 'situations; but those whose 

are attached to their worldly possesions, labom 
under peculiar difficulties, and it roust be a muac e 
of grace indeed which will enable them 1

:° "»ake th 
necessary sacrifices in the service of God, and for 
the attainment of iris kingdom. The disci plesw^ 
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almost confounded at this intimation, and cried out 

Of man be insufficient, power of God wffi be ef. 

ssnrSSSSSiS 
come'LelempiSio^peculia, to o»r respective c,r-

Instead of fearing, do not almost no 
exalted rank? The nfflu , ^ sessionS) and 
better portion tnan their fj .T vneans of ex-
c o n s i d e r  n o t  t h a t  t h e s e  m a y  b e j h Q n  

eluding them from th , P ji.e poor repine at the 
the very same principle, also, tQ be thankful 
appointment of'God, «he yskuation the most fa-
that he has Pl®?e*the^ ™ely ^ bg 
vsurable to religion. tLes than those which 
anxious for spiritual a tQ be preserved from 
are merely secular, an^ P J hich so many have 
the love of money, ptemallv-
forsaken Christ, and Per»^el® t he and his brethren 

Upon Peter's remai t o - their worldly oceu-
the Apostle^ had renounce ^ ^eir Master, Jesus as-
phtions, in their attac " , consurpmation, when he 
sured them, that at theffina thrQne of his glory, they 
himself shall appear up honour, and sit with him 
shall obtain a distinguished htm # He added 
in judgment on the tw 1 0f others, that those, w io 
also, for the encouragen . ^ llis sake, shall gain 
incur any losses or suffer § uch as they shall re-
an abundant recoinpe'^^ ^ a hundred-fold, better o 
ceive even here w • , > appiness, and everlastin0 
them in real substantial PPexdte a holy jealousy i 
hereafter. Yet, in *? , d that many, who may 
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be admitted into heaven, shall shine the brightest irr 
it. O, what " great searchings of heart" should this 
produce in us ! Are we acting agreeably to our high 
character, and the peculiar advantages we enjoy? 
Are we not afraid, lest they, upon whom we look 
down with contempt for their supposed inferiority, 
should excel us in every good attainment? May not 
our very opportunities tor improvement increase our 
future condemnation ? 

To illustrate and confirm the solemn admonition, 
Jesus delivered a parable *. He compared the dis
pensation of the Gospel to the conduct of a certain 
householder, who hired labourers for a stipulated sum 
to gather in his vintage. The engagement was made 
with some of the servants in the morning, but with 
others atdifferent hours, as at the third, the sixth, the 
ninth, and even at the eleventh hour. Yet at the final 
reckoning there was no discrimination between them, 
the last being as acceptable, and receiving the same 
wages, as the first. This gave great offence; for it 
was thought unjust that those who had been employed 
the whole day should obtain no superior distinction 
above such as had wrought only a small part of it. 
The master, however, vindicated his own proceeding 
on this ground, that he had done no injury to any of 
them, and that, as he had an absolute right to bestow 
his favours where he pleased, none ought to object 
to that particular kindness with which some were 
treated. 

We cannot be at a loss for the proper application. 
The Lord God by his word calls us to a laborious 
service ; and, till we obey that call, we are idle as to 
the great business of life. He has sent out his mes
sages of mercy to different nations atdifferent periods 

f the world. The Jews were first admitted into the 
hurch; and the Gentiles, though they resembled the 

workmen who were hired at the last hour, obtained 
equal privileges. In like manner, also, persons are 
brought under the influence of divine grace at various 

* Mattv xx, x— 
ages; 
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ages; some being sanctified from their very infancy, 
while others, after a long course of profligacy, almost 
in a dying state, are recovered and saved. Many ob-
iections are raised against such a dispensation ; and 
the arrogance of men presumes to call the God ot 
heaven to account. The Jews could not bear that 
the Heathens should be fellow-heirs with them. 1 he 
Pharisees, likewise, quarrelled with the Saviour, be
cause publicans and sinners met with a favourable 
acceptance from him : and to this day there are those 
who think it dishonourable to his character to take 
such into his family as have grown old m the service 

^IsnoTthis conduct, then, to be vindicatedPWe 
perceive the sovereignty and freenessofh.sgrace 
and ought it not to excite our 1 ' ons 
praise? Surely he has a toKcf, nipase If we 
and by whatsoever methods, he sha p • ^ 
be the distinguished objects of this mer y, ^ we 
feel the  strongest emotions ofgra i u » a cQn-
have any cause to complain, thoug 1 the 
dition seemingly more desperate, > < ferred before 
sameterms with ourselves, or even p se those 
us. Shall we dictate to him 
favours which none can claim. . rmur at his 
argue an odious been 
extensive kindness towards it is probable 
most abandoned ? If that be ou P » ignorance 
t h a t  s o m e  w h o m  w e  m a y  d e » P « e  f o r j h e " ^  
and profaneness may entei in Nations, be tor 
selves, with our presumptuous ^P^^^n external 
ever cast out. Let us not depend upon ^ 
profession: among t^ i h 1 ^ U  b u t  f e w  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  
Gospel  i n v i t a t i o n  i s  p u b l i s h e d ,  b u t  i e  
are chosen to final salvation. ^ country, to 

At length our Lord departed frorn^i 
w h i c h  h e  h a d  f l e d . a n d  a p p o i n t e d  t i m e  o f  
J e r u s a l e m  * .  H e  j h a t ^ t h e  a p p . ^  a  f u l l  v i e w  

bis sufferings appioach » J 31—34. 
* Matt. xx. 17—28. Mark x. 32 46. Luke of 
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of ail that was coming upon him, he hastened to 
finish his work. So great was his ardour in advancing 
towards the murderous city, where he was to lay 
down his life, that his disciples, being aware of 
danger, were filled with amazement, and terrified at 
the prospect before them, as they followed him in 
the way. To prepare them for the awful scene, he 
reminded them of the calamities which awaited him; 
and predicted, in a clear and circumstantial manner, 
that he should be betrayed, condemned, delivered to 
the Roman power, mocked, scourged, spit upon, and 
taken off by the ignominious and excruciating death 
of the cross ; yet he added, that he should be finally 
victorious by rising again on the third day. This was 
a remarkable prophecy, express, and frequently re
peated ; but even the twelve could not comprehend its 
meaning, which was rendered obscure by its repug
nance to their prejudices and expectations. Let us 
contemplate the love of the Redeemer, till our hearts 
burn within us. How great was his eagerness to ac
complish our salvation, since his alacrity and vigour 
increased as he saw his agonies approaching! Let us 
not shrink from his service, though we may meet 
with severe and complicated trials, but go forth with 
cheerfulness and zeal to the work assigned us, content 
to " suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together*." 

But what do we hear, after this solemn declaration? 
A most unseasonable petition was presented to Jesus 
from two of the Apostles. James and John solicited, 
through their mother, that they might possess the 
chief posts in his kingdom. Probably they still re
tained the expectation of his erecting a temporal do
minion, and wished to secure the highest preferment. 
Considering the persons from whom the request 
came, and the occasion on which it was offered, we 
cannot but be astonished. Yet the ignorance, pride, 
and perverseness, which remain in the best characters, 
will sufficiently account for the inconsistency. 

* Horn, •iii, 17. 
Jesus 
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Jesus very sharply reproved them for their unsuit
able and ill-timed application, and yarned them that 
they should soon be ca l l ed  to partake wit J mi ol 
extreme sufferings, which with a vain self-conhdence 
they professed their readiness to do , already 
that the chief honours oflm kingdom were air :ady 
disposed of in the counsels of his Father. 1 be ten 
other Apostles were also displeased w 
the desire they had expressed; but even m this^it 
should seem, they too discovered a temp ^ ̂  
tqinUy bhmable,, *» carnal auctions! 

~e we behold sucli a 
thy favoured companions, we tremble erabraced . 

There was a suitable occasion. and Jeaus 
it, for inculcating those d.sposdions andp^ PHe 

which discriminate and thirat for power and 
showed, that, instead of that . t t o n t t o  ^ ^  
worldly distinctions f£i P peculiar humility 
Heathens, they should posse p u thejr own 
and meekness, a w.lhngpess to P sul lt to 
ease and consequence, ana a . for the real 
the meanest and most ardu jjg himself had 
interest and happiness o ; condescension, 
set them an example of this geneiO r.ng -n the 

in relinquishing a state and consenting to 
very lowest condition up men' at tbe price of h^ 
ransom the captive so" profess to follow the Sa-
own blood. « ̂ e, then, protes^eu^ Andarewe 

viour, we see what temP acc0mmodations, that we 
willing to forego our own ^ world ? Is the pride 
may render ourselves us indulge no ambitious 
of our hearts subdued. n0tbing done througn 
desires or expectations , ^ we « mind not high 
strife or vain glory- jow estate -

genuine prac Rom_ xil. l0. Jegug 
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Jesus passed through Jericho towards Jerusalem, 
and as he went out of that city, attended as usual by a 
large company, an opportunity was offered for the 
display of his power and compassion. Two dis
tressed objects*, totally deprived of sight, sat 
by the road, imploring relief; and, learning that 
Jesus of Nazareth was at hand (of whose character 
and miraculous operations they had been previously 
informed), they exclaimed aloud, professing their 
faith in him as the promised Messiah, and earnestly 
soliciting his merciful interposition in their fa
vour. They were reproved by the multitude, and 
charged to desist from their clamour. Feeling, how
ever, the urgency of their own case, they renewed 
their petition with the greater importunity," Have 
mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David!" A cry 
like this he never disregarded, and therefore, with the 
most gracious condescension, when he had called 
them to him, he granted their request. Immediately, 
by his touch, he restored their sight, and gave a 

* Public approbation of their dependence upon him. 
A or was this all: his love won their hearts, and con
strained them to follow him, while with gratitude 
and joy they glorified God for their great deliverance. 

Are not we, also, under the strongest obligations to 
adore, and praise, and serve this merciful Redeemer.' 
We cannot too frequently remark that we all stand in 
need of his help, if not for the cure of an afflicted 

" a i ' ^°r remova ' °i °ur spiritual maladies. 
And here we have an emblem of one great blessing 
which he bestows, and of his kind attention to every 
distressed supplicant. He renews our disordered fa
culties, and refits them for their proper use: He 

openeth the eyes of the blind." 
v. ,ou> therefore, who hear that Jesus passeth by, 
implore the effectual interposition of his power and 

xx\29> &c- Mark x. 46, See. Luke xviii. 35, Sec.— 
• t j and St. Luke mention but one of these cases, and St. Mark 
introduces the very name of this beggar, Bartimeus, the son of 
1 lmeus, probably because he was the most noted person, and the 
chief speaker upon the occasion. 

compassion. 
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compassion in your behalf. O, cry to him and 
never cease your importunate requests till he vouch. 
safe a gracious answer. There are those, per < p , 
who will rebuke you, and charge you to desist But 
instead of being thereby deterred, be excited to pr y 
TutcfeSy. " Thou Sou of David, tav.rn.rq, 
on us." He will listen to your voice, and 
to spread your wants before him. Is it not y0 

desire that he would  communica te  
vour minds > He will read.ly grant it, it only you your minus * Then h a v i n g  obtained the 

f^wi^whLerhePleads. p,aiae him, for hi. 
mercy, 3 Wy hi. tS 
also may be induced to give g all honour, and 
Sou of David is worthy to' throughout all 
love, and worship, and obedience, mio g 
generations. Amen. 

JESUS 
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J E S U S  C H R I S T .  

SECT. 30. 

Jesus visited Zacchcits the publican, who became a 
true convert; and, as he approached to Jerusalem, 
he delivered the parable of the ten pounds. 

THE city of Jericho had been formerly rendered 
famous by the remarkable triumph which Joshua 
there obtained. In this same spot the Lord Jesus 
triumphed by his grace, and erected a trophy in proof 
of his victory over Satan. He had already manifested 
h is high character, in the confines of the town, by 
giving sight to the blind: but a more illustrious 
instance of his power and mercy is now to be ex
hibited, in the conversion of a notorious sinner. Let 
us " praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men," How-
many witnesses declare that He is" mighty to save!" 
Every fresh example encourages our application to 
him and dependence upon him. May his Spirit work 
effectually in us, that, while we contemplate his 
free -and extensive kindness to others, we also may 
partake of his great salvation ! 

As Jesus passed through Jericho, he was attended 
by an immense concourse of people. Perhaps, also, 
the miracle which he wrought there added to his 
tram. One of this numerous company is selected for 
our peculiar notice; and his case is considered by 
the sacred historian as so interesting, that it is intro
duced with a mark of admiration*. " Behold, there 
was a man named Zaccheus, which was the chief 

* Luke xix. 1—10. 
among 
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araon» the publicans, and he was rich." By his rank 
in life! as principal of the tax-gatherers, having many 
collectors under him, he possessed no small inY"" 
ence, and had raised an ample fortune ^ situation 
this, most unfavourable to religion! Power and 
wealth are great hinderances in the way o .a v ^ 
those who are most exalted ,p the world seem the 
furthest removed from the very  means of conversmn 
They are, as it were, fenced round with st.ong 
barriers, which prevent an access ^ ni,edient to 
When such persons, therefore, become 
the faith," the hand of 
played in the change. Hi. gi 'leased to work, 
mount all difficulties ; when h 2 innff the people 
none shall let it * : " even the rich among the people 
shall entreat in his favourf. cha_ 

But Zaccheus had, also been a man y ^ ^ 
racter and iniquitous conduc , » ^ £an 
oppressive. And .some nroy be r^ady^ 
such an one obtain me:rcy • ^ favourable regard 
Jesus should^ever look us .g si  ,ed 
upon him ? Yes: the very i order  to show 
out as a monument of hisi m Y» ^ chief of 
that he can pardon, sanctify, and save, 
sihners. ,, not for any ac-

Zaccheus, it should seem, Jvy was induced 
quaintance with Jesus, b , P multitude, that 
by mere curiosity to ttiix remarkable Person of 
he might gain a sight o , £ut not being able 
whom he had heard so '' £ crowd and 
to gratify his wishes, on if* mounted up into a tree 
his own diminutive size,, . might have a distinct 
by the side of the road, called to him by name, 
view. Jesus  observed him,« ^ expressing an in-
desiring him to c?me / Thus our Lord was the 
tention of being his guesu this unsolicited 
first to propose thes v i s  ,^ the blessings o 
favour, he " prevented turn 
goodness. j,>psai. 13, We 

# Isa. xhii. 13. 4 vrc 



424 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

We rejoice when the careless and profane are 
brought by any motive to attend where Jesus vouch
safes his presence. Very frequently they obtain 
those benefits which they never coveted or sought, 
Various inducements may lead them to the place, 
where the divine ordinances are administered, and 
the truth of the Gospel is faithfully declared ; such 
as general custom, habits of education, the solicita
tions of others, some strange reports about the 
preacher or the doctrine, and an inquisitive desire 
to know what can attract so large a concourse of 
people. Now, however weak or wrong these reasons 
may be, we would still encourage them to come and 
show themselves, where the Saviour passeth by. 
Perhaps he may unexpectedly look upon them, and 
reveal himself to them, as he did to Zaccheus. Thus, 
in many cases, repentance, faith, and love, have been 
suddenly produced under those means which were 
first resorted to through an idle curiosity. They 
who meant to be mere spectators, or captious 
critics, have found themselves deeply interested: 
their hearts have been instantly impressed and 
changed, so that they have departed with sentiments 
and dispositions very different from those which they 
brought with them. Jesus beholds them with com
passion, and, even before they offer up a prayer to 
him, speaks effectually to their consciences, and 
attaches them inseparably to himself. In the con
version of every sinner the unmerited grace of God is 
gloriously displayed : but in these instances more 
especially it appears at once that " boasting is ex
cluded;" and that their love to the Saviour is pro
perly the fruit of his love to them; that" they have 
not chosen him, but he hath chosen them 

The call was no sooner given to Zaccheus than it 
was cheerfully obeyed : and it is of importance to re
mark the astonishing alteration which he immediately 
discovered. The effect, however, must be ascribed, 
not only to the word of Christ, bat to the divine 

* John xv. 16. 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, which rendered that word so powerful. With 
eager haste the rich publican came down from the 
tree, where he had taken his place, and received his 
illustrious Guest with impressions of lively joy. He 
could not but be surprised to hear a perfect stranger 
to him, as he might conceive, addressing him by 
name, and proposing to abide at his house : but it is 
evident that he instantly felt a conviction of the high 
dignity of the Personage before him, and considered 
the offer as an act of gracious condescension. His 
heart, therefore, being first opened, he was glad to 
admit the divine Visitant within his doors,and thought 
himself honoured by his presence. 

Is this the reception which the Saviour meets with 
among ourselves? How few yield a ready obedience 
to his word! uIIe hath called, but we refused : He 
hath stretched out his hand,and no man regarded*. 
Is there, even with you who profess an attention to 
his Gospel, any thing like that affectionate attachment 
to him which Zaccheus showed? Would you consent 
that he should abide with you; and would^you re
joice to furnish an entertainment for him ? He is, 
indeed, removed from the earth ; but you have many 
of his representatives around you, and you aie re-
quired to evince your love for him by your kindness 
to them. Do you, then, search out his poor members, 
that you may minister to their necessities. 3 
embrace every opportunity of relieving t 'C'11; . 
you thankful for the exalted privilege? 
divine grace we observe in Zaccheus, 
made a public confession of his former wickedness 
before Jesus and all the company, he wished to testily 
the sincerity of his repentance. He, whose gr 
object had been to amass worldly treasures was 
sooner acquainted with the saviour, than he eM^ss®J 
a willingness to give up a large shiare 0* ^ weaUh 
for the support of the indigent. He declare 
termination to consecrate his substance to the 
by devoting even the half of 11 to chari «. p 

# Prov. i. 94. The 
vol, HI. u 
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The same extensive distribution, according to that 
exact division of our property, is not binding upon us. 
But we are strangers to the love of Christ, if we shut 
up our bowels of compassion from the afflicted, nay, 
if we do not " open our hand wide unto them, as 

hath prospered us. Ah ! how many warm ad
vocates for the Gospel betray their insincerity by 

having a heart exercised with covetous practices . 
But you are required to be just as well as liberal; 

for God says, " I hate robbery for burnt-offer
ing f." If there be any dishonest gain in your pos-
session, if you have en r i ch ed  yourselves by fraud o 
extortion, it is surely known unto God, andl 
explicit confession should be made. Thus the pub
lican acknowledged his baseness in °PP'e®sin*f j. 
p e o p l e  b y  a  v i o l e n t  a n d  i n j u r i o u s  e x e c u t i o n  o t ^  
office. But you must do more than merely ^ 
your sorrow for the past. Nor is itenoughfor mm 
that stole to steal no moreyou must do.retain, ra 
your hands what you have wrongfully takenfrom 
another. Suppose not that by giving a pittance of 
it to the poor your guilt be expiated . f 
chanty is continued theft. It is not yours to bestow, 
it is another's property, and, it you can find 
owner, vou must restore it. 

This strong and necessary evidence of sincere con
trition appeared in Zaccheus. " I am ready said 
he " not only to relinquish the full amount of what 
I have gained from any person by false charges, u 
to return him four times as much In many cases 
it may be difficult to settle what particular compen
sation is proper: and we fear that few are troubled 
with any scruples upon the subject. But let every 
reader make a faithful appeal to his conscience, and 
attend to its report. Have all your past transactions 
been conducted according to the rules of truth and 
equity? Have you no painful remembrance of any 
fraud, or extortion which you have practised? And 
are you not concerned to make all possible repara-

3 Pet. U. 14. flsa.bd.S. J See Lev. vi. 1-5. 
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lion for whatever injuries you have done? If you 
refuse this as a degree of preciseness which is need* 
less or absurd, talk not ot your Christianity; y°^u 

hypocrisy is most glaring. ** Go your way ; first be 
reconciled to your brother*" by offering restitution 
and satisfaction, according to your ability, before 
you pretend to devotion. . „ 

Jesus himself, who knew " what was in man, 
bore an unquestionable testimony in favoui o ac-
cheus, declaring that he had that day obtained salva
tion, and proved himself a real child ot Abraham. This 
could not be on account of his descent merely, buc 
because he had the faith of Abraham, ant>X 

the renovation of the Holy Ghost. ro a ¥ 
arose in the morning ignorant, careless, an pr > 
but before night how great a change took place 
be received a new heart, the forgiveness of his^sins, 
and the assurance of divine favour. 5°VVTT ;t DroI 
and how powerful, is the grace of Go . 4 P 
<l»ced such effects as these ™ ^ t bs sud[len , 

vW.,1luswftMhe 
blessings of redemption ? Io a s  m. y ,  e v e n  
him he gives power to become the °on® ,' . 2 j 
to them that, bel ieve on his name *. ' And if ye-to 
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 

tR 1 The very jf Gjfc 
Which should draw forth praises fr ° r u n vv i U i n -
frequently excites disgust. , P^ i at ap 
that atrocious offenders silion , ^ offered 
at least, that pardon and eternallife.should be otter ^ 
to them on the sametennsa conduct of Jesus for 
were those who cavilled at tne , whose 
the kind notice which he took of'Zwctaeu* wn^ 
character was generally a<j5.° j tnat the very 
he vindicated himself on this g ^ wa'g „ toseek 
end for which he came into therefore h# 
and to save that which was lost; and therein 

* John i-12* + Gal> ,u* ., was U a 
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was acting agreeably to his grand design, in using 
means to rescue .hem from destruction, whose « 
seemed of all others the most desP\™'\ J" ,'^ris|,'t 
we rejoice in this representation. hfrria;m a me-
to desDise any persons, as if we might t c P 
fcrence - for the whole human race, having dePaTt 

from God, are equally involved in ruin, and unaMe to 
extricate themselves. But Jesus appears for ou P, 
and accomplishes deliverance for us: 
sunk so low as to be beyond the reach of bwmercy. 
He proposes salvation to us, and earnestly o . 
acceptance. Various methods ^ f dop t s  for t J 
recovery of our souls : let us no resist him. but y wM 
ourselves in cheerful subjection to h.m, that his gra 

would immediately assume the pomp ani pi 

pointed wmk°t* Ue'lhall come a,S»^|fwte^ 
receive his faithful servants to himself, and destroj 
his enemies. , rtistan A nobleman, or prince, departed to a data 
country, to be invested with full powers 
possession of a kingdom, to which he was hen. <an 
then he proposed to return in all the g y 
majesty. But, in the mean time, many of tl 

"who, from their peculiar relation to hl,n' V"e ™jt 
especially bound to submit to his authoiity, wi 
great malignity declared their firm determination t 
resist and reject him in his regal character. 1 
Exactly the case with the Lord Jesus Christ* 

* Lukexix. 11—28. 
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16 One of illustrious origini, of high fas 

Only-begotten of thf Jj®, ^ah himself hath sworn 
things," concerning whom J ehovab nin tongue 
"That unto him every knee ^all bow ^very 
confess*." But his univ«rf IbX on°ea?th, which 
to be established hujing^ n profound humiliation. 
was intended to be a state V u but to nil. 
" He came not to be hig government, it 
nister." In order to ente P .  w o rj<j  a nd ascend 
was necessary for him to qui t w'as delivered 
to hi. Father: and then the ,cep.r<a will 
into his hands. At me u and wlth ir-
return with all the ensigns bis glory; an(* 
resistible power. He w>U come in his g y, 
that shall be the day of his ri p generally ac-

For the present his dominion is no^ ^ 
knowledged. The Jews osP ought to have 
own people more than othei , gbown a mOSt ma-
submitted to him with joy, solemniy renounced 
lignant opposition to h » uhout further notice of 
him as their ruler. Bu , no we reverence 

kingdom is His •• Do we iejoi rejgn over us ?" 
dially consent that " this Man - 'What recep-
Are we looking f»'Xm him wh«te appear, ? Or. 
tion may we expect from t:n ^e return ? 
what should be our depoi n servants be-

The prince here describedI le« « ^ ̂  m 

hind him, with the care , their management, 
Ten pounds were committee "> e a diligent use 
of which they were cjiarf these circumstances the 
during his absence. Un They profess subjec-
disciples of Jesus are P'a^® j, t at his command, 
tion to him, and they s ,, serVants," implies 
Their very name, as they are ^ hig directions, 
their obligations to work, S advantages, one in 
They are int™"^ Mother i and these they ar 
toto way, and another ^ ^ 



430 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

required to improve, as men in trade, that they may 
turn them to the most profitable account. It is in
tended, indeed, that they, who are faithful to their 
Master, shall be sharers with him in the future glory 
of his kingdom: yet for the present they are ap
pointed, not to any high honours or distinctions in 
the world, as some persons then vainly dreamed, but 
to a post of labour and difficulty; and their most 
vigorous efforts are necessary in the business as
signed them. 

The prince returned in full possession of the so
vereignty which he had expected, and strictly ex
amined his servants what benefit had accrued from 
their use of fhe money committed to them. Two of 
the number, by their fidelity and diligence in com
merce, had made considerable improvement of their 
stock, though one of them was far inferior to the 
other. Both came and acknowledged their obliga
tions to their lord, as if they had said, " We are in
debted to thee for the advantages bestowed upon us; 
and the increase we have gained must be ascribed to 
thy favour, which enabled us to maintain our occu
pation, rather than to our own wisdom and good 
management." The conduct of both was approved, 
and publicly commended ; and they were then ap
pointed to a state of exaltation and dignity, propor
tioned to their respective exertions and usefulness in 
the service of their master. 

The day of reckoning is at hand, and it will soon 
appear what good we have done in our place, what 
profitable purposes have been promoted by our va
rious opportunities. The disciples of Jesus, under 
the influence of his grace, are all active; and, by a 
faithful attention to their Lord's concerns, they 
render themselves a blessing in their generation, 
though in different ways, and in different degrees. 
4< When he shall appear, they shall have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before him at his coming." The 
most eminent of them will not then presume to boast 
of their own works, or their progress in holiness; but 
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they will all praise him for the efficacy of his Spirit 
in them, ami for the advancement of l^ow^g ^ y, 
by their weak a n d  unworthy efforts. y g 
therefore, " All things ^nre_of thee 
own have we given thee *. But tneir u wiU 

receive a distinguished ,re^°!"^nanj admit them 
profess himself well pleased i ' , fepcity, ac-
to a participation of his own bono ^ ^ an(1 

cording to the various m mated> you that serve 
fidelity in bis cause. O, , recompense him, while you " have respect: unto ttie reco ^ ̂  
of the r e w a r d !" Be roused ir ^ns ujtable to such 
not your languid exertions ve y ,jn<r with your 
high expectations? Are y ? vydat is the im
pound to any beneficial PU1P ? ce de not wearied 
crease which you have gained? . £ the end for 

nor laint in your minds , t tde reve-
the grace that is to be brought unto you 
lation of Jesus Christ f . ,;fr ent from the two pre-

A third character, very difiL d no use at 
ceding, is here also exhibited He had ^ he d 

all of the advantages intru®tedH had not, indeed, 
not traded with his poun . . neglecting to 
squandered it away in dissipatio , He is repre-
improve it, " laid it up excuse, with great m-
sented as pleading in his pvere and rigid master, 
solence, that his lord was right to, an ' 
who exacted such services as he 1 sufficient strength 
for which he would not gi 
and ability. who are admired in the 

This is the case Wlt.hfm?n^ith doing no harm, an<i 
world. They  a r e  satisfied wiu act-v® and useful in 
see not their 0^'^?tlonSrr>iiev live, therefore, a fiuie 

their Christian calling. be sa;d to have a P'?c 

indolent life, and can SC*!?o( they decline 
in existence. If we '^"'^e always ready to com-
the work of the Lord, :?ecuities, and express < 
plain of insurmountable more than is reasona , 
thoughts of God, as requi 0 lPet.i.i3-d 

* 1 Chron. xxix. 14. \ 
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and more than they can possibly perform. But, 
without examining the truth or justice of these 
pleas, we observe that their very excuses will turn to 
their own confusion. 

The master convicted this indolent man of the 
most palpable inconsistency, and argued, that, even 
on his own principles, he ought to have made some 
use of his money. He declared," Out of thine own 
mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant." Thus 
it will appear at the last that sinners are not in
fluenced by their own foolish pretences, that their 
negligence is unpardonable in every view, and that 
what they urge in their defence will furnish sufficient 
ground for their condemnation, as evincing their 
rooted enmity against God. 

The pound was taken from him, who was too 
slothful to improve it, and given as an additional re
compense to the person who had been most assiduous. 
And this, we are assured, is agreeable to the general 
dispensations of God. He will put the most honour
able distinction on them who discover the greatest 
fidelity and diligence; but those, who through dis
affection refuse to exert themselves for him, will be 
deprived of all their advantages, and never allowed 
another trial. May we adore his justice, and trem
ble for ourselves! 

7 he prince, who was heir to the kingdom, was re
jected, as we have seen, by his own citizens, who 
were under peculiar obligations to receive and wel
come him. But, when he had assumed his full 
power, he proceeded to punish their insolence; and, 
while he vindicated his authority, he destroyed with 
terrible vengeance those enemies of his government. 
Thus Jesus predicted, that, though his own nation 
would openly avow a determined opposition to him, 
he should come again to assert his supreme dominion, 
and give them up to the most severe calamities, and 
to everlasting perdition, for their rebellion against 
him. This has been in part fulfilled already. The Jews, 
in their national capacity, renounced the Saviour 

with 
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with the utmost malignity, and resisted every effort 
to establish his kingdom amongst them. But^they 
have felt the weight o his arm ^ To jjenge ithe ^ 

*£*t temp"e><demolished, thei/land desolated their 

ifbiOu'tie., in th.puni.h^en^ofha en^.e. ^ 
mains for his future advent. And m that, ^ 
unbelieving Jews alone, will be deeply con-
nation who reject tbe ^avi » pposers of his 
cerned. Whoever shall be found oppw ^ be 

grace, unwilling to bow potion a spectacle to 
brought forth for P^JIC feel t'he fierceness of 
the whole universe, am . :uje for ever and 
his anger, in tormen i P ^ an'immediate and 
ever. Let every soul, then y,e; Qf zion>„ Con_ 
unreserved subjection - awed by his ter-
strained by his mercies, as well as awe y he 

let i surrender up ounelvo to m.hWm 

may reign over us, and prepare us to & 
in his glory. Amen.. 

JESUS 
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SECT.  31. 

Jesus raised Lazarus from the grave—was anointed 
with costly perfume—rode in triumph to Jerusalem 
—wept over it—purged the temple. 

A MORE particular account is given us of the cir
cumstances attending and immediately preceding the 
death of Jesus than of any part of his life. We are 
approaching to that important period; and, as we 
accompany him through the awful scene, we shall 
observe by what steps the surprising event was ac
complished. The subject is calculcated, not to gra
tify a vain curiosity, but to impress our minds with 
seriousness and solemnity. 

We have already contemplated our Lord setting 
out on his last journey to Jerusalem; previous to 
which, however, an interesting occurrence had called 
him into the neighbourhood of that city, though he 
was soon driven back again by the malicious rage of 
his enemies, and obliged to seek a distant retreat till 
his appointed hour arrived. That occurrence we 
shall introduce in this place, as it is so closely con
nected with the sequel *. 

At Bethany, as we have seen, about two miles 
from Jerusalem, dwelt a pious and beloved family, 
who were frequently favoured with his company. 
Lazarus, the head of the family, was seized with a 
violent disorder, of which his two affectionate sisters, 
Mary and Martha, sent information to Jesus, while 
he remained beyond Jordan. Upon receiving this 
account, Jesus observed that the sickness would not 

in Lazarus's final departure from life, but 
* JoSin xi. i, 

was 
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«,ioten-M to d 
glory, of the Son of God; » - eipedient t? try 
grant relief ; and ye J, g whom he had the 
the faith and and suffering 
strongest regard, by de g and not 
their distress to " ."'"So Jndla't but the 
sooner, he proposed niir-,0us designs of his ene-
disciples, aware of _th. rodes.g^_ however. 

&£&&£<?& KshS.^» 
iSS^'K^ligent^^t^thegrW 

"TeThln intimated ô aaa-
rus, and his own intentions re affirmed more ex-
words were not unders that he considered; 
plicitly tha t  Lazarus wasdead himself was not 
ft as a happy because their faith 
with him to preMent,the cha S^firmatioa from the. 
would receive an ad to be witnesses. would receive^ ou o-oing to be 
miracle of which . ie^ . mefy dangerous to venture 
Still they thought it ext^^hJraas advised that they 
so near to Jerusalem , their dear Master,, 
should cheerfully acc°™P be fatal to them all, 
though the consequence no. g even you, whom. 

The affecting narrah' ® rt)rised if sickness or sore 
Jesus loves, not to be s p deepest afflictions, 
j- «. „ unon vou. in >• , _ unkindly, Jesus loveb, i*-' t yoUl'' deepcat an 
distress come upon y O rthat he has acted unkindly, 
vou ought not to conclu perhaps you me uii-

or "hat he will not aa<* for *£ 
willing to wait foi delayed till y°u5ncas* iv£ willing to wait for ^aSS? till your case may 
very reason it may e the end you shaU perceiv^ 

Sgerpftof ^ r-T' 

^to'fouslrnnld he roused to dil.gence»n ^ 
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n"!0llld the ProsPect of dangers intimidate you. 
Desert not your standard ; but determine, like Tho
mas, to adhere steadfastly to Jesus, and to " follow 
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth," even to the 
severest tortures, or to martyrdom itself. 

th7- came ^ Bethany, Lazarus had been 
torn days in his grave; and manv friends from Jeru-
"i1? assenibled at tbe house, endeavouring to 
comfort the mourning sisters for the loss of their 
brother. Upon an intimation of the approach of 
Jesus, Martha, with all that eagerness which marked 
her natural temper, ran to meet him; and, though 
^ e seemed to upbraid him for not preventing their 
distress, she expressed a hope that at his prayer 
some deliverance might yet be obtained. Her lan
guage evinced her faith; but at the same time it 
betrayed much weakness. Jesus in reply, without . 
reproving her for what was wrong or defective in her 
principles, declared that Lazarus should rise again; 
but a resurrection from the dead, merely at the final 
consummation, was not the relief she wished. He then 
directed her attention to himself, " as the resurrection 
and the life, that she might have clearer conceptions 
of his exalted character, and be so strengthened in 
her dependence upon him as to expect the miracu
lous operation, which he meant to perform. His 
words were most sublime, and replete with instruc
tion of peculiar importance. He assured her, that 
as the Author, Restorer, and Preserver of life, he 
has all power in himself to quicken whom he will, 
and that every believer, by virtue of an union with 
T'h's, br°ugbt into a state of glorious existence, 
Which death cannot destroy or impair. Upon his in-

tf Sh? y,elded a cordial asseht to this 
W ' 6 Perfectly acquiesced, profess-

f l o r!n Persuasion that he was indeed the pro
mised Saviour, the Son of God. 

Have we, likewise, so regarded Jesus, as he is 
here represented ? Behold what honour is due to his 
same. Is he not to be revered and worshipped as 

, the 
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** the mighty God," since he vindicates to himself 
the prerogative of reviving those over whom death has 
prevailed, and of imparting and supporting a prin
ciple of endless life, according to his own sovereign 
pleasure ? Shall we not, then, stand in awe, and 
confess and adore the Divinity in this exalted Per
sonage? What answer shall we return to the ques
tion, » Believest thou this?" It is indispensably ne
cessary for every one to credit his declaration, and 
rely upon him for the blessing which he Ptoses to 
b e s t o w .  T h e  p r o m i s e  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  m c l u m ^  ^  
spiritual and eternal life, is annexed to f -
possess an unreserved dependence upon 

visou; «o ou,; „u,„ »„3 

shall even then enjov a i stae ^ PP gwallow up 
with him; and at the last aay , power of 
death in victory," " ransom "s ^ ̂aPt on and 
the grave," and give us our pe,r^"SS^rlaating 
bliss, both in body and soi , ource of consolation 
kingdom. What an unfailing source s c # 
is here! " Sorrow not,1 then, believers, 
which have no hope." almost over-

Mary, who seems to h^ein the houTe for some 
whelmed with grief, r®m.ai° jie(j by her sister, she 
time; but at length, being called by rler^ hUer_ 
also ran with eager baste o ti The distress 
view then became extrem - ' , their weeping as-
of these affectionate relatione^and .^^^aviour; 
sociates excited the tent ei w;th the afflicted, 
and thus, while he sympat hutnan nature. and thus while he of human nature, 
he proved himself P ,. ^pon this mournful 
Many considerations probably J d hinl> 
occasion, oppressed his mind and c tQ bur8t 

" indulged his cornpassioiute tee g ^ ichre, 
tears. He accompanied them to r and 

as he 
into tears 
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and directed the stone to be removed. Martha ob
jected that the body was become offensive, evidently 
implying that deliverance could not then be effected: 
but Jesus immediately reproved her for her unbelief. 
Standing by the tomb, with uplifted eyes to heaven, 
be gave thanks to his Father for granting his requests, 
and for the present opportunity of displaying his 
glory; and with a divine majesty, as the supreme 
Almighty Lord, " to whom belong the issues from 
death," he commanded the grave to release its pri
soner. At this powerful word Lazarus came forth 
with life, and health, and vigour. 

O, what surprise, and joy, and gratitude, must 
have overwhelmed the dear friends, upon the mira
culous restoration of him whom they so tenderly 
loved, and had considered as irrecoverably removed 
from their society 1 Doubtless they looked up with, 
admiration, love, and praise, to the great Deliverer. 
But how much more illustrious the triumph when 
ALL the saints of God shall be raised incorruptible, 
each of them clothed with a splendour resembling 
the sun in the firmament! Then also the eyes of the 
whole redeemed company shall be fixed on the Saviour 
with unutterable ecstacy, and the glory shall be as
cribed to him, who is " the resurrection and the 
life" 

Will not this be allowed as an unquestionable evi
dence of our Lord's divine character ? Who can 
withstand the testimony of one that arose from the 
dead ? Will not all be constrained to yield un
feigned reverence and submission to the Son of God? 
Many of those who were present felt a forcible con
viction from the view of the miracle, and imme
diately believed on him. But, oh! the blindness and 
obduracy of the human heart! External proofs are 
not sufficient to produce the efficacious principle of 
faith; the mighty power of God is requisite to im
plant the proper disposition of mind. Some, who 
were witnesses of the wondrous fact, carried infor
mation of it to his avowed adversaries, and, as it 

should 
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should seem, with the malevolent intention of ex
citing opposition against him. At their report the 
grand council of the sanhedrim was assembled to 
consult upon the steps necessary to be taken for ob
viating his increasing popularity. The result of their 
deliberation was, to endeavour by some method or 
other to destroy him ; and in this they were directed 
by the advice of Caiaphas, the high-priest, who spake 
by a divine impulse what he did not 
that it was expedient that one man should die tor 
the people. But vain were all their designs of vio
lence t'S his hour came. He retired to' Ephmm, a 
distant city, not far from the river Jordan where he 
lay concealed till w i t h i n  a  few days of his last pass 
over, when he surrendered h.mselt to 1Je' ™ • 

Let us meditate on the u n b e l .efandobst nacy 
the Jews, not that we may trame any bittermv 
tives against them, but that we eai admonition.. 

the same almighty energy, , c unfeigned sub-
the grave to bring us of «nl 
jection to the Saviour. Thus m ay w tQ in 
to trust, and love, and seive unu, , 
him as " the from persecution, has taught 

Jesus, who withdrew u v safetv, when no 
us to be prudent m consu .fc But h,s 
express duty makes it p t^e most for-, 
example likewise instruc . jntrepidity, in 
midable dangers wit '' At the appointed sea-
obedience to the will of God At tbe pj city, 
son, he kept not w his blood; though he 
where his enemies thir view h e  advanced to 
had all his sufferings f«l J^w n 
meet them with cheerfulness^andcou g ^ Beth 

Six days before the P^sover he retur^ y.Q «f 
any, whence he had. been the 
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the Jews *. In that town an entertainment was pro
vided for him in the house of Simon, who, from his 
surname, had probably once been a leper. Lazarus, 
also, whom he had raised from the grave, was one 
of the guests upon that occasion ; and Martha dis
covered her attachment by waiting upon him. Mary, 
the other sister of Lazarus, that she might testify her 
affectionate regard and high veneration, procured a 
box of expensive ointment, composed of rich per
fumes : part she poured upon his head, and with the 
remainder.anointed his feet, wiping them at the 
same time with her flowing hair. The action was 
extraordinary, and so were the circumstances. We 
must ascribe it, doubtless, to the most excellent 
principles, which rendered it acceptable to Jesus. 
Such was her fervent love, that she spared no cost 
to give a striking proof of it; such her deep humility, 
that she wished to perform the meanest as well as 
the kindest office for him. 

But her conduct disgusted some, even of the dis
ciples, who probably condemned it as wild and ex
travagant. Judas, in particular, objected to her 
from the basest motives; while he pretended, what 
he never felt, a tender concern for the poor, and ar
gued that the price of the ointment had better have 
been devoted to charitable uses; he meant to appro
priate it to his own use. Jesus, however, who knew 
the purity of her intentions, and the strength of her 
regard for him, undertook her defence. He justified 
and commended the action, as being well suited to 
his dying situation, and, as it were, an embalming 
of his body, preparatory to his burial. He observed, 
that opportunities of relieving indigence continually 
occur, which should draw forth the benevolence of 
his people; but that, as he was soon to leave them, 
and few more occasions of ministering to him would 
be afforded, some extraordinary marks of respect 
might properly be paid him at that time. He de
clared also, to show his gracious acceptance of her 

* Matt. xxvi. 6—13. Mark xiv. 3—9. John xii. i~-11. 
love* 
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love, that, wherever the Gospel should be published, 
her affection for him should be celebrated. 

This little narrative will furnish an instructive 
lesson. Let us not precipitately or warmly censure 
those zealous exertions in the service ck Christ whic i 
may appear to us needless or extravagant, v 1 e we 
condemn, Jesus may highly approve. The ar<^ur 
o f  s o m e  p e r s o n s ,  i n  c e r t a i n  u n c o m m o n  c a s e ® ' Y  
carry them such lengths as would be extremely im
proper in the ordinary course of things. We^may 
not clearly understand the circumstances or the mo
tives of their conduct; and therefore 
them to him, who knows their hear s, an 

not only make all favourable allowance? > 
cere, but applaud and reward whate^e, they have 
done from the pure, disinterested others 

Perhaps you, who are forward to ̂ ac^hers 
for their intemperate hea.t, uu»y —---
pleasing to Christ by your coldness andHhfJltat • * 
and fear of going too far in his cause. How rare is 
such love as that of Mary to her Lord and Savmur^ 
Many will profess a strong attachment to hrm, who 
refuse to be at any expense ,n his service. We ask, 
then, if you can part with your morn^y 0f this 
You cannot, indeed, yield an exact imita i®nothlis 
pious woman, since the bodily pies • amon» 
removed from the earth. But his po' „ when-
us, and they are appointed his „ "Q J t g 
soever ye will, ye may do them good O, let u 
beware of a covetous Pa/s'mo™"S proper or 
would represent a liberal disposi .-.l^ad for cha-
r.n, i p  t s«.« -

S u»Jppd.S Eiii. Sy« Tf "Jg-y tTS 
thy, own store tb»,, toso 
judge ourselves , why are hiehlv? 
little, or why do we rate TeruSaiem that Jesus was 

When it was known at of people 
in the neighbourhood, a larg ^ for 
resorted from that city to y» his 
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Lis sake, but that they might have a sight of Lazarus, 
who was so wonderful a monument of his power and 
grace. The miracle which had been wrought had 
already attached the hearts of many to the Saviour, 
and excited the curiosity of more; but the chief 
priests, who were enraged on this very account, 
seriously meditated not only his destruction, but 
that also of him who had been recalled from the 
grave. How foolish as well as wicked the design! 
He, who had been once raised from the dead, might, 
with the same ease, have been instantly restored 
again. But those who resist the Lord's Anointed are 
chargeable with the grossest absurdity. Their wisest 
contrivances are "a vain thing:" and u the Lord shall 
have them iu derision 

We do not wonder, that they, whose cases have 
illustriously displayed the mercy of the Redeemer, 
S-re persecuted, like Lszarus, with peculiar malignity. 
The enemies of Jesus, who really aim at Him, direct 
their envenomed shafts against them who are wit
nesses for his name. Believers, however, may pos
sess peace and confidence in the midst of opposition, 
since their Defender is invincible. He, who keepeth 
them, has numbered the very hairs of their head, and 
declares that" none shall pluck them out of his hand f." 

We have accompanied Jesus to the neighbourhood 
of Jerusalem, and now we contemplate his remark
able entrance into the city. Hitherto we haveseenthat 
he sought not any worldly honours, having studi
ously declined even the semblance of pomp and os
tentation. But toward the close of his life we perceive 
a different scene. We behold the humble Nazarene 
attended by a singular procession, in which, while he 
permitted the people to do him homage, he designed 
to exhibit a representation of his regal character. 
Anno Dom. 31. On the day after his entertainment at 
Sunday before Bethany, he proceeded on his journey, 
the Passover. When ̂  ^ t<j ̂  mount Qf 01|Tes> 

he sent two of his disciples to an adjacent village, that 
* Psal. ii, 1—4. f John x. 28. 

they 
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they might bring thence an ass and her unbroken 
foal*. He directed them to the very place, and so 
minutely described the circumstances in which they 
should find the animals, as to show his exact know 
ledge of things distant, and seemingly accidental. 
The narrative also proves that he could influence the 
minds of men as he pleased; for the own^ <>fthe 
ass relinquished her without hesitation, upon being 
told that " the Lord had need of her. 1 he younS 
colt he condescended to make the bearer of bisperso , 
and rode in a sort of triumph to the c i ty, with much 
meekness, and yet with an appeaiauce oJ } • 

Many persons conducted him from Bethan„ , 
many more, having heard of his rais ing  Lazarus from 
t h e  g r a v e ,  c a m e  f r o m  J e r u s a l e m  t o m e e t  h i .  
whole multitude, as if by a  miracutous  impalse ap 
peared to vie with each other in ascribing *d poss 
Concurs to him. They spread 
wav and cutting down branches ot trees, part 01 
them thev strewed upon the road, ant. with part they 
marched before him ; these being usual expressions 
of joy upon the arrival of a potent monarchorv.c-
torious general. Under a full 
was the Messiah, and the expectation of his assuming 
the government, they began to p . ^ouch 
a loud voice, and to shout 
they understood not the impo 

a. TVfnrk xi 1 11. Luke xix. S9> Jolia 
* Matt. xxi. l—l©. Mark xi, 1 

xii. 13—19- , . . or mean in Christ's riding on an 
t There was nothing eastern countries is of 

ass ; for, not to mention t _w.tt>aranCe than among us, some ot 
a larger size and more &race*" • Jlcbs judges, and kings, made use 
the most eminent p^P^, patria.1 > ^ j» that primitive simph-
of asses; and, probably, with an^Jtriumpbant pro-
city, he chose this method of going ^ ^ Judg v# 10. 
cession to Jerusalem. 9en0*x"'H®'rocam to^assert bis regal cha-
x. 4. 2 Sam. xvi. 2. x.x. 26. Hemean^ ^ ̂ princes> 
ranter. according to the aucie j;.»nllntenancin* that use irding to the '^iscodutenancing, ihat use 
and to declare his regard t uce<i through a fondness foi sp 
of horses, which had been lntr°| forbidden, Deut^ xru- lS-
dour, and which e*JC and Bp. Sherlock s 

DbsertPation on Christ's entrance into Jerusalem. w Hosanni* 
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" Hosanna to the Son of David ; blessed is the King 
that cometh in the name of the Lord ; peace in hea
ven, and glory in the highest !" 

Do we ask the reason of all this? Among other 
causes to be assigned, it was the purpose of God to 
fulfil an ancient prophecy. Zeclvariah had expressly 
foretold * that the Saviour, the King of Zion, would 
make such a public appearance as is here described. 
The most minute circumstances in this view, as 
completions of former and authentic predictions, are 
important; they furnish incontestable evidence for 
the truth of the Gospel. How manifold is the wis
dom of God, who raised up holy men, and instructed 
them to declare, some hondfed years before, many 
of the things which the Redeemer should both do 
and say ! No event can take place which he did not 
foresee, and which, in this sense, did not form a 
part of his original plan. 

Do we join in these acclamations, and welcome 
the King of Israel with our Hosannas? Do we, with 
ardent and devout affections, exult in the blessings 
of his government, which brings peace to man and 
glory to God? And do we most earnestly pray for 
an extensive enlargement of his dominion, even to 
the ends of the earth? Such zeal as this may be 
termed madness and enthusiasm; and accordingly 
there are few who dare to express any real fervour in 
the cause of Christ, lest they should expose them
selves to scorn and derision. But the day of his 
complete triumph is coming, of which his procession 
to Jerusalem was a faint emblem. He shall soon be 
revealed in all the splendour of his divine majesty; 
and the honours of his kingdom shall he universally 
acknowledged. Saints and Angels shall join, with 
inexpressible love and transport, in everlasting ac
clamations to the Son of David. Would you bear 
a part in the joyful exultations of that day, and cele
brate the high praises of your Redeemer? You 
must begin your song on earth, confess his glory, 

* Zech. ix. 9. 
and 



JESXJS CHRIST. 445 
and pray that the purposes of his spiritual govern
ment may be fully effected within yourselves 

This profound veneration paid to Jesus, these rap
turous shouts of applause, were offensive to the Pha
risees. They cried out in a rage, We prevail no
thing ; Behold, the world is gone after him. They 
called upon him to reprehend his disciples for their 
officious and intemperate zeal. But he defended 
their conduct, maintaining that the honour due to 
hisexalted character must be proclaimed,even thoug 
a miracle should be requisite to accomplish that end, 

if"he, werelo be silenced, the vet,-stone, 
would rise up as witnesses for him. And does not 
the temper of the ancient Pharisees prevail in modem 
times? Are there not many, who would damp the 
fervour and resist the vigorous efforts, of those 
fervour, labour to advance the kingdom 
ofChH.t" He will secure his own glory-, 
W Sough we "nd thousand, more refuse .0 pnuse 
ior, tnougu nthprs to do it, even such, 
him he will raise up^ ^ contemptible in our 
perhaps, as y Jg then> indulge a 
eyes. Let the rouow ev unltein their acclama-
Ks '.o"lnm " Let the Jhildren of Zion be joyful 

in their King.' intprruDted, and the But the trixrmpb was siooia P^ affecting 
Redeemer himself ba approached the city so as to 
the sigl . f extent and magnificence, he 
take in a full view • for its unbelieving and 
felt the tenderest comp ' eino. the complicated 
obdurate d*esolation which awaited them, 
miseries and entire a ronfusion and destruc-
so far from egultmg .» thewoo^ He ^ 
tion, he mourned, he mm thou 
out, in the brtternes. <3f h.^.o-»L ^ ̂  
hadst known, even th , peace f but now they 
things which belong unt added a ciear and 
are hid from thineeyes^ f'h iege and total over-
circumstantial predictic3n ssi„ning as the reason 
throw of that infatuated place, assigning Qf 
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of all its calamities the indifference and neglect 
with which his gracious offers had been treated. 

The case of Jerusalem speaks aloud to us, and calls 
us to examine, whether we know, or seriously attend 
to, " the things which belong urfto our peace." It 
warns us not to reject or make light of the Gospel, 
which is calculated to secure to us both present and 
everlasting happiness. Soon may " the glad tidings" 
be withdrawn; and He, who now addresses us in terms 
of mercy, may appear against us as our adversary, 
in the thunders of his wrath. This, then, is " the 
time of our visitationfor the Saviour himself waits 
upon us in the ministry of his word. Are we aware 
ofthe important consequencesof the present moment? 
If salvation be despised, it will be the ground of our 
heaviest condemnation; and we ourselves may perish 
with a more terrible destruction than even the sinners 
of Jerusalem. 

The entrance of Jesus with so singular a procession 
threw the whole city into commotion, and excited a 
general inquiry about this extraordinary Personage. 
Very soon he displayed the glory of his character by 
different proofs. He went immediately to the temple, 
nnd^ began, as with divine authority, to correct the' 
abuses and punish the profanations which prevailed 
there. Now again, as he had done before, he drove 
out the traders with indignation, and vindicated the 
honour of that holy place, which God had chosen to 
himself for " the house of prayer." By fresh mira-
cl(?s, also, in healing the blind and the lame, he gave 
the strongest evidence that he had a full right to that 
power which he exercised. 

Were not all, then, at length convinced, and per
suaded to receive him ? The very children took up 
the song while they cried, as if by a supernatural 
impulse Hosanna to the Son of David :" and thus 
their intant tongues, in celebrating the praises ofthe 
Kedeemer, were witnesses against the rulers of the 
people. The chief priests, who ought to have been 
his most zealous advocates, expressed violent dis

pleasure 
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pleasure at these proceedings. But- Jesus vindicated 
the acclamations of the children, and showed, Irom 
the Scriptures, that it was God's determination to 
get himself glory, as he did in that instance, out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings *. How should 
this encourage those of youngest years to offer their 
adorations to Jesus'. It cannot be too soon for them 
to learn Hosannas to his name. He will listen to them 
with peculiar delight, and consider himself honoured 
by their weak attempts. Perhaps, too, he may make 
use of them to confound the wisest and strongest o 
his enemies. , rfoj The common people, likewise, were much affected 
by the doctrines of Jesus. While toe taught them 
daily in the temple, they crowded to he^'™' . 
appeared to hang upon his words. Vi nous' and 
lower orders have been found to yie d a serious an 
easrer attention to the Gospel; while the l ich too tre 
nuently, possessing more pride and prejudice, turn 
away their ears ia°disd,i„. The Jew,,. r.to eon 
tinned to seek the destruction of Jesus, but tneir 
malice was restrained a few days 'ongen As he ha so 
many adherents among the poor, they we e atraid ot 
nrnrppdiiv to any act of violence against him. nor 
could their efforts have at last succeededI except 
he had surrendered himself into their hands. The 
mournful history exhibits thestrongest prooftof ^ 
wickedness of man; but it affordsusalsoa pleasmg 
representation of the grace ^^.^^ May 
t o  s h o w  m e r c y  t o  h » s  m o s t  v i r u l e n t  o p 1 }  

dTopVoC  ̂

^edllGoi -^»ferblamaUe 
holiness" t h rough  Jesus Christ. Amen. 

* Psal. viii. 2-

JESUS 
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SECT.  32 .  

Jesus instructed certain inquiring Greeks—warned the 
unbelieving Jews—cursed a barren jig-tree—con
founded those who questioned his authority—admo
nished them by the parable of the two sons, and by that 
of the vineyard, let out to unfaithful husbandmen. 

A GENERAL commotion was excited in Jerusalem 
by our Lord's singular entrance into it, by the loud 
Hosannas sung before him, and by the miracles which 
he there publicly performed. Many persons of dif
ferent dispositions came about him: some sincere 
inquirers sought his instruction; but a more numerous 
company opposed him with extreme malignity. He 
varied the manner of his address, according to the 
cases and characters of the people ; and yet in every 
instance he preserved the same " meekness of wis
dom." May his followers, and especially his mi
nisters, learn from him to be " gentle unto all men," 
as well as to be ready always to declare " the hope 
that is in them !" 

As the celebration of the passover approached, a 
large concourse of those, who professed to worship 
the God of Israel, was then assembled at Jerusalem 
110m all parts ot Judea. Among the rest were 
ceurta^ pious Greeks, probably of Gentile extraction, 
who desired to be introduced to Jesus *. They ap
plied to Philip for this purpose, and he, together with 
Andrew whom he consulted on the occasion, in
formed Jesus of their wishes. They were imme
diately conducted into his presence, and the Saviour 

* John xii. 20, 
addressed 
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addressed them, with great solemnity, to the follow
ing effect:— 
" The Son of man, whom you now behold in cir

cumstances of meanness, is about to enter on a state 
of the highest exaltation. But be not staggered, 
while you observe that my glory is preceded by 
extreme sufferings: for these are necessary to ac
complish the object which I have in view, the salva
tion of precious souls. As the wheat springs up 
from the grain, which at first seems to perish in the 
earth, and which, except it putrefy, will produce no 
increase; a so numerous company shall be redeemed 
to God in consequence of my death, and not one of 
the human race can be saved without it. He also, 
that professes an attachment to my cause, must be 
willing to make the most painful sacrifices. A so
licitous regard to your temporal interests will en* 
danger your eternal welfare; but, while you can 
cheerfully give up life itself for my sake, you adopt 
the most effectual method to secure your own hap
piness for ever. If, therefore, you would acknow
ledge me as your Lord aftcl Master, you must be 
obedient to my command, and follow, without hesi
tation, wherever I shall lead, even to the severest ca
lamities; and then you shall be with me, to behold 
my glory, and sit down with me in my kingdom. 
My Father himself will declare his approbation of 
your conduct, and confer distinguished honour upon 
you." 

It is pleasing to observe that there are any humble 
inquirers after Jesns. His faithful ministers will re
joice to direct you, and encourage your application to 
him. They will, as it were, take you by the hand, 
and conduct you to the knowledge of him, whose ac
quaintance you seek : nay he himself waits to receive 
you. But, while you come to him, attend to his solemn 
declarations. As he" hath suffered for us in the flesh,^ 
you must " arm yourselves with the same mind*, 
and endure the cross. Let it suffice you, that " ii 

* 1 Pet, iv. l. 
VOL. III. X y@ 
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you suffer, you shall also reign with him Is th 
what you object to? Do you determine to renoun< 
the service of Christ, because it will subject you 
difficulties; and resolve to gratify your own corrupt n 
ture, because it promises you much present enjoy men 
Ah! how unwise a choice, how unfair an estimat 
do you make! For Jesus holds out a crown of gloi 
to his despised and oppressed followers; butyoi 
carnal pleasures are momentary, and, if continued i 
will b« succeeded by endless torment and despair. 

Our Lord, having adverted to his approaching su 
ferings, was deeply affected with the prospect; an 
as if the terrors of death had fallen upon him, he cri< 
out, " Now is my soul troubled." He seemed, for 
moment, confounded in the view, and ready to pet 
tion that he might be rescued from the cross. Bu 
whatever the weaknessof human nature might sugges 
he resolved not to shrink from that which was th 
grand object of his incarnation; and therefore h 
prayed only, " Father, glorify thy name." Immi 
diately a voice from heaven declared that the divin 
glory had already been secured, and would yet t 
more signally displayed by his ministry. While th 
astonished multitude wondered at the sound, man 
of them not hearing the words distinctly, Jesus r< 
marked that this-testimony was given not for his sak< 
as he could want no further assurances of his Father 
love, but for the confirmation of their faith. 

He then exulted in the confident expectation* 
the blessed consequences which would result fror 
his death. He affirmed the moment to be at hanc 
when by his interposition the world should be de 
livered from the usurped dominion of the devil, an 
sinners every where, of all ranks and character* 
should be attracted by the vtew of his cross to mak 
application to him, and enlist themselves as faitbfi 
soldiers under his banner. 

This affords us an endearing representation of th 
Saviour. " He was oppressed, and he was afflictec 

* 2 Tim. ii. 19. y< 
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yet he opened not his mouth" in peevish complaints 
to God, or bitter invectives against man. Though be 
felt unutterable anguish, he expressed not the le 
impatience: hisonly prayer was, that the honour o 
thedivine name might be exalted, whatever he might 
endure. Here, then, is our pattern : we mee^. 
sign ourselves to the disposal of God with like meek 
ness and unreserved submission, and 
licitous for his glory than our own personaJ 
security. Alas! how little have we le\rn®{^{'ent 
This is fully evinced by our fretfnlness disconte , 
and selfishness, by our eager desire that our 
may be removed, rather than the interest of rehgio ^ 
promoted. Have we considered that it is on „ ^ 
design of the death of Christ to de iv (p.rkness? 

carnal affections, and from the powei ofdarkness^ 
Is Satan indeed cast out from the possess! 
hearts? Have we by faith belledd the ^onstrainivi^ 
" lifted up from the earth, and felt the con g 
influence of his cross? Are we, tie."' ' d vow 
him," so as to acknowledge our subjection, and vo 

of his approving hisso-
lution was cavilled at by some of the PeoFjet| 
consistent with the scriptural declarations of the^ 
petuity of Messiah's office. But he, to° trifle 
captious disposition, exhorted them ion> He 
away their present opportunities shone* upon 
warned them that the light which then shoneup ̂  
them, and which was sufficien :ftiiev refused to 
eternal life, would soon be^removed if they refused^ 
follow its guidance, and they would^ ^ 
ol deplorable ignoiance , , ' manv in modern 
admonition, and how applicable toman^mn^ ^ 
times! Are there not those, dnesg for perverse 
salvation is sent, wno snow nf receiving 
disputation, rather than an hum tuem therefore* 
spiritual advantage? We entreat tbe^jtoeje ^ .» 
to consider the day of their visi .* |jfe ever 
already gone; and  has the gre yet 
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yet been seriously attempted ? Why need we answ< 
this or the other question which you propose, if yc 
are not earnestly solicitous to save your immorti 
souls? O, take heed, lest, while you trifle, " darl 
ness come upon you !" 

We are not informed with what effect Jesus del 
vered his instructions to the inquiring Greeks; bu 
a tremendous account is given us of many of the Jew 
who were present on this occasion. When they begai 
to cavil, he departed, and withdrew from them th 
light which they despised. They believed not 01 
him, but obstinately resisted all that strength of evi 
dence which he had set before them in a long train o 
unquestionable miracles. The Evangelist observe! 
that the lamentation of Isaiah, complaining of the ge 
neral rejection of the Saviour*, might properly b( 
used with peculiar reference to them; and that his 
prophecy of the fatal judicial blindness and obduracy 
of the Jewish nation was accomplished at that very 
time f. He concluded, therefore, that their case was 
desperate, and that all means employed for their 
conversion would be ineffectual. 

O, let us fear, lest we also come under the same 
condemnation, by an abuse of our present privileges! 
When sinners obstinately persist in stopping their ears 
against the calls of God, he determines that they shall 
not hear. And is not this a righteous dispensation* 
though the consequences be most tremendous? Who 
shall object ? We are aware that this matter is per
versely misrepresented, as if men were constrained to 
sin by a positive evil influence from God himself; or 
as if " they could not believe," though they most 
eagerly desired and endeavoured to dolt. This is far 
from the case. They are left to their own choice; 
and God s final desertion of them is only the just 
punishment of their obstinate opposition. But, when 
•^withdraws, we know that the most confirmed un
belief will ensue. We pray, therefore, " O Lord, 
take not thy Holy Spirit from us } !" 

* Isa, liii. 1. f vi. 9) 10> J Liturgy. 
Many 
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Many of the Jewish rulers felt a strong conviction 
in their minds that Jesus was the Messiah ; but they 
dared not avow that conviction, because a public con
fession of him would have brought upon them severe 
reproach and persecution, and they were more soli
citous to preserve their reputation with men than ob
tain the favour of God. How wretched the case! 
And yet many may read in them what they them
selves are. Such are those who have not courage to 
meet the scorn and displeasure of the world in de
fence of that system of doctrine and practice which 
they are persuaded is most agreeable to the sacred 
Scriptures. The approbation of God is made ligho 
of, and his anger provoked, by such a C9™]uct. 
Surely we give too much consequence to our fcl'ow-
creatures, in courting their notice and drea^ng their 
anger, with the sacrifice of conscience 'Whiat will 
they be able to do for us in the hour of death, 

*SS departed^rom the™, but be took another op. 
portunity of delivering a solemn admonition. He as
serted his divine mission, and his union ^ h 
ther. He declared himself the grand Luminary 
mankind, who will communicate LS^^/^ce 
inouirers and guide their feet into the way ot peace. 
yffttSwhthe intent of his appearance on the ear* 
was'to confer salvation rather than p§ 
ment, he observes that unbelievers shall not escape, 

wordtL£Veŷ  

byAndSa° Jeau. acted, so must bis mimstem  ̂They 

which 
demands your attention, not on Y ;mage of the 
but as the representative, and y credentials 
invisible God. Can you disprove the crec 
which he has exhibited? Or why should >o ^ 

x S 
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him, who comes to rescue our fallen race from pe 
rishing, and who brings light, life, and peace, t< 
all that believe? Do you not fear the awful doorr 
which awaits his enemies? The Lord God will vin 
dicate the honour of his Gospel; and, at the fina 
consummation, you must account to him for youi 
present neglect and contempt of it. Ah! how man} 
will wish that they bad lived and died in Pagan dark
ness, since the word of salvation, which is sent uutc 
them, will witness against them, and, as it aggravates 
their guilt, increase their misery for ever! 

Monday in It should seem that Jesus was obliged 
Passion week. t0 hide himself from the malicious at
tempts of his opponents, and that each evening he 
retired from Jerusalem to Bethany for his own com
fort as well as safety*. Very early in the morning, 
probably on the second day of the week, he returned 
with ardent zeal to the city, from which he had fled 
the night before. Having set out without taking 
any food, he felt the call of hunger by the way, and 
thus proved that he really partook of our infirmities. 
A fig-tree being seen at a distance, he went to it, 
that he might refresh himself with the fruit, which 
might then be expected to be on the tree, as the time 
of gathering the figs was not arrived. But, upon his 
approach, finding it barren, though its leaves afforded 
a fair appearance, he pronounced a curse upon it, 
that it never should be able to produce any increase 
in succeeding seasons. The effect of the impreca
tion was immediate: " the fig-tree withered away." 
We are not to ascribe our Lord's conduct upon this 
occasion to weakness or peevishness of spirit, such 
as we may betray under a painful disappointment: 
it was, evidently, a significant action, designed to 
convey some important instruction. 

He exhibited therein an awful emblem of the Jew
ish nation, who, with all their profession and show 
©t piety, were destitute of real goodness, and were 
therefore soon to be devoted to destruction. That 

* Matt, xxi, 17—19. Mark xi. 11—19. 
guilty 
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guilty people were doomed by his curse, like the fig-
tree, to be reduced from a flourishing to a desolate 
condition. The case of all vain pretenders to reli
gion is exactly similar. They may appear beautiful 
to the eye, and raise an expectation in others of much 
fruit: but, though they stand in the church, they 
bring no glory to God, and remain unprofitable. He 
may bear long with them; but his vengeance will 
fall upon them at the last, and so entirely consume 
them as to "leave them neither root nor branch*." 
Ah ! what jealousy should this excite in us respecting 
our own state! When the Lord himself comes to 
search, w ill any increase of holiness be found upon us ? 

When Jesus arrived at Jerusalem, he visited the 
temple, and again endeavoured to correct the fla
grant violations of that sacred place, asserting its 
proper use, as a house devoted to the service of God. 
His faithful admonitions, as before, enraged the 
Scribes and chief priests against him, so that they 
wished to destroy him instantly; they observed, his 
influence among the people, and dreaded its conse
quences. In the evening he once more retired from 
the city; a retreat apparently necessary for his se
curity. 

Tuesday in 1° the morning of the day following, as 
Passion week, he passed by the same road, his disciples, 
who accompanied him, expressed their astonishment 
when they saw the fig-tree withered away f. they 
perceived in this instance an additional proof ot the 
power of their divine Master, and he taught them 
from it to depend more firmly upon him. He encou
raged them to believe that his almighty hand would 
be exerted in their behalf, and that while they re
lied implicitly on the promise of God, they should be 
enabled to confirm their doctrine by miracles far su
perior to this. But, that they might periform s;uch 
extraordinary operations, he exhorted the^ 
sffer up importunate prayer to God, with* strong 

* Mai. iv. 1. .. „ r i—ig. t Matt. xxi. 20, &c. Mark xi. 20, &c. xn. 1-13. Luke xx. 
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faith, assuring them that their most confident ex
pectations of the divine blessing would not be disap
pointed. He insisted, also, on a charitable forgiving 
disposition, as so absolutely requisite, that without it 
all their addresses to God would be ineffectual. 

The supernatural powers with which they were 
invested are not now wanted, and it would be pre
sumption in us to ask for them. But there are ad
vantages and privileges more excellent and valuable 
which we may look for, and which we should " ask 
in faith, nothing wavering We need not wonder 
that our petitions for the influences of the Spirit 
have failed of success, if we cannot credit God for 
the performance of his promise, or believe that he 
will hear us. To ensure a favourable acceptance,, 
we should likewise lay aside our evil tempers when 
we approach to the God of peace and love. He will 
not vouchsafe his presence and assistance to those 
whose hearts burn with resentment one against an
other. We are to " lift up holy hands without 
wrath," as well as without " doubting f." 

After passing by the barren fig-tree, our Lord 
came again to Jerusalem, and taught publicly in the 
temple. The chief priests, Scribes, and elders 
(which expressions may denote the members of the 
sanhedrim), being much enraged against him, de
manded of bim what authority he possessed which 
could justify his extraordinary conduct. Had the 
question been proposed with an humble desire of re
ceiving information, we apprehend that Jesus would 
have given a different answer; for he never disap
pointed the serious inquirer. But, knowing the 
pride and obstinacy of their hearts, he intended, not 
so much to instruct, as to silence and confound 
them. He therefore interrogated them on what 
foundation the ministry of John the Baptist rested, 
for, since John had borne the most decisive testi
mony for him, as he himself had for John, they 
¥oth stood on the same ground. This involved them 

* James i. 6. f l Tim. ii. 8. 
in 
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in a difficulty. They could not allow the propheti
cal character of John without allowing that of Jesus 
also ; and they dared not deny it, through fear of 
the people, who held the name of the Baptist in the 
highest veneration. They were, therefore, obliged 
to confess their ignorance, and to relinquish their 
malevolent examination. How admirable was that 
wisdom, which could at once perplex the most 
subtle adversaries, and defeat all their purposes ! 

Do not many, also, among ourselves, like those 
ancient cavillers, demand by what proofs the autho
rity of Jesus is ascertained? We are not afraid of 
bringing the matter to a fair trial before impartial 
judges ; for the truth cannot suffer by a serious dis
quisition. But take heed with what temper and mo
tive you weigh the evidences of the Gospel. They 
are strong enough to convince those who are not 
biassed by pride or prejudice. But, if you enter 
upon the subject with an unhumbled captious dis
position, probably difficulties will occur which will 
prevent your attaining any satisfaction; and it is a 
righteous thing with God to permit it. Many, w o 
affect to call themselves free-thinkers, take up the 
Bible, with no desire to regulate their faith or prac
tice by it, but with a previous determination to raise 
objections. Can such persons, who are evidently 
blinded by their passions, be competent to decide 
upon this subject ? Or is it likely, that, w i e ley 
resolve not to be persuaded, Jesus will vouchsafe 
guide them by the light of his Spirit. 

But, though our Lord seemed to evade the in
quiries of his enemies, he still warne 
faithful and striking representation of ^ baseness 
of their character, and by intimations wh ch they 
could not mistake, of the awful destruction they 
should soon feel. , f f two 1. He described the different conduct of^two 
sons, w h o  w e r e  both directed by their ;nSolence 
in his vinevard. The first, with gre_ ^ jj]g 
refused to obey, but ef.erwt.tds, 
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perverseness, submitted, and fulfilled the injunction. 
The second, with fair professions of regard, and an 
express promise of compliance, continued to neglect 
the command. Jesus then appealed to his auditors 
upon the case he had f proposed; and, while they 
were obliged to confess that he, who for a time 
avowed an opposition to his parent's will, had yet 
performed a more dutiful part than the other, they 
condemned themselves; for, with high pretences to 
piety, they were more averse to God's design of 
saving sinners than the most open and profligate of
fenders. Our Lord failed not to make this very 
pointed application; " Verily I say unto you, That 
the publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of 
God before you." He referred them for a proof of 
his assertion to their rejection of John's ministry, to 
which persons of abandoned character had sub
mitted. 

Let all the professors of religion be excited to 
examine themselves. You say, " I go, Sir;" but 
are you not acting as dissemblers? With declara
tions of love and obedience upon your tongues, are 
you not in your lives and tempers most opposite to 
God ? Have you cordially complied with the 
scheme of salvation in the Gospel ? You may pride 
yourselves upon your morality or devotion, as the 
Pharisees did ; yet, if you " have not submitted 
yourselves unto the righteousness of God," you pos
sess more odious dispositions, and may be further 
from heaven, than those who are notoriously disso
lute and profane. This is an offensive position : 
but here we discover the malignity and danger of 
self-dependence, which is more likely to prevent us 
from a sincere reception of the Saviour than any 
atrocious crimes ; and we perceive, also, the free-
ness and sufficiency of that grace, which can rescue 
from destruction the most enormous sinners. 

This representation, however, should not be 
thought favourable to your licentious practices, who 
have avowedly cast off the fear of God. Your ini

quities 
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quities are detestable before him, and, if not re
nounced, will " bring upon you swift destruction." 
But we thank God for the revelation of mercy 
through his Son ; and on this ground we can encou
rage you to " turn unto him, from whom you have 
deeply revolted." We are, also, sanguine in the 
expectation of succeeding with you; for, surely, 
the Gospel must at once appear suitable to your case, 
as it is addressed to them " who are ready to pe
rish," and offers a full and gratuitous pardon to the 
most guilty. 

2. He described the base conduct and certain 
condemnation of the Jews, in a parabolical repre
sentation of wicked husbandmen, who were intruste d 
with the care of a vineyard. The owner sent his 
servants to demand the produce: but the messengers 
were treated by them with extreme violence and 
cruelty ; they were beaten, storied, and killed. At 
last, as the grand expedient for recovering them to 
their duty, his only and beloved son was despatched 
on the same errand: but, though he had a peculiar 
claim to be received with veneration, they unani-
mously determined to put him to death. 

Jesus then appealed to his captious hearers; an 
they allowed that these unfaithful husbandmen 
should be deprived of that trust which they had 
abused, and be destroyed for their iniquity. But, in 
doing this, being blindly inattentive toj Jeir owb 
guilt they passed sentence on themselves. Jesus 
also confirmed the ^ntence^dec,a:'hn^1eaitct shoufd 
dom of God, or the dispensation of^sf.^frtCo another 
be withdrawn from them, and com remarkable 
Deonle He further observed, that a remarkaDie 
prophecy was then fulfilled, smce the very stone 
which the builders refused was appom ed the he. 
stone of the corner, as the mam suppo of thejhole 
building *. And he soiemn'y warned the , 
taking offence at him or Ins doctrine y P 
themselves to the heav.estcalamit.es in this lite, 

9 Peal, cxviii. 22. , 
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that finally, when his whole vengeance should fall 
upon them, they would perish with tremendous and 
irreparable ruin. 

The Jewish rulers perceived that the parable which 
he had delivered was directed against them ; and yet 
the awful admonition did not duly affect them. 
1 hey hardened their hearts the more, and again they 
sought for some means of destroying him, that they 
might no longer be troubled with his reproofs. At 
that time, however, they dared not to carry their 
wishes into effect: the multitude, who still revered 
him as a Prophet, would not suffer them to seize 
1m. We observe that God can restrain the mali

cious attempts of his fiercest enemies ; nor can they 
ever prevail, except it be given them from above." 
lTev^PieKrSUaSc'? °f this truth wi" Aspire the be-
sands of l^flde?C\and J®*' though " ten thou-
about * " themselves against him round 

be^hefu'ilHte!?fntSieu0unced aSa,'nst the Jews hav< 
quarrel of hi*' & thus God hath " avenged the 
"X kinL™ ITGZ"'" Tl,r°"«h 

would not nrovou u 18 come. ""to us : and if w< 
done from them 1 Y* ta^efrom us, as he hai 
" the chief corne'r s^°u'd beware of rejecting 
Zion, and on whfchY?"6' Wh'ch God hath laid " 
his church can stand ^t' US " • sure foundation,' 
him, and we shall no US Build our hopes upoi 
ceivable anguish toashamed +• But incon 
portion of all those fo u"d desPair» sha11 be thi 
stumbling, and a ro u wbom he is " a stone o 
which stumble at th °f offence, even of then 
May we SO contemplated' disobedient J.' 
be more and more exalted 'S cBaracter, that he ma; 
be admitted to see his f!l " ,°ur esti'T'ation, till w 

* Psai. iii. g_ *ace '« glory! Amen. 
END OP tittT 1X ^ JlPet.ii.f 
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