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S A I N T  P E T E R .  

CHAP. V.—SECT. 1. 

Peter, a fisherman, brought to Jesus by his brother 
Andrew—took a miraculous draught of fishes—was 
appointed an Apostle—walked on the sea—confessed 
Christ—one of his most favourite and zealous at
tendants—was warned at the last supper—slept in 
Gethsemane—defended his Master—forsook and 
denied him—repented—had an interview icith Jesus 
after the resurrection. 

A GREAT variety of natural dispositions appears 
even among those who possess the grace of God, 
Each man's peculiar temper gives a cast to his reli
gious conduct, and, while it distinguishes him from 
others, exposes him to peculiar snares and tempta
tions. Those of lively affections are apt to be un
guarded and precipitate, and frequently offend 
through indiscreet and unseasonable exertions of 
zeal. But the calm and sedate, however they may 
deliberate and judge wisely, often want the fervour, 
courage, and activity, which are necessary for 
difficult undertakings and extensive usefulness. 

The history now proposed to our consideration 
will evince the propriety of these remarks. Of all 
the persons who accompanied our Lord, none appears 
more conspicuous than St. Peter. He has been 
styled the Prince of the Apostles, and not improperly, 
for he generally stood forth as their leader in every 
transaction. The excellence of his character, to 
which Jesus himself gave the strongest attestations, 
demands our esteem. We must admire his warm 
attachment to his Master, his fidelity, fortitude, and 

vigour. 



ST. PETER. 

E 
S*'mf preTmptuous™ We do'Eot attempt.1° ijr^isrK 
the careless and the indolent, w h o  loudly coiidemn 
the imprudence of some lively Ch/1S^" ' ^ore 
themselves that their caution and J^twity are mo 
nleasine to God than the honest warmth of tnose, 
who like Peter, may occasionally over-act their part. 
The'latter may be often wrong, but the former, being 
destitute of love and zeal, are never right. It 
cumbent upon us to regard the Saviour notwith in
difference, but with fervency of ^?itieg 
every suitable opportunity to exert all our abilitie 
f°Peterwas'^inhabitant of Bethsaida in Galilee, 
where, though Jesus preached often, and performed 
many miracles, the Gospel was generally rejected. 
Here he carried on the mean and laborious occupa
tion of a fisherman, for wtiich the place was con
veniently situated. His low rank and education, 
perhaps, rendered him insignificant, if not con
temptible, in the eyes of the. world; but he obtained 
favour with God, and an honourable distinction in 
the church. The Lord seeth not as man seeth: 
He often passes by the great, the noble, and the 
learned, and, to accomplish his purposes, selects 
such instruments as are thought weak and unfit tor 
the work. He chooses an Apostle for the publica
tion of his rich mercy, not from the courtiers of the 
Roman emperor, or the philosophers of Athens, but 
from the poor fishermen of Bethsaida. By such a 
dispensation He exhibits both his power and his 
grace, and gives a public declaration " that no flesh 
should glory in his presence." 

Peter was the brother of Andrew, and probably^ 
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like him, had been a disciple of John the Baptist 
before his acquaintance with Jesus*. Andrew no 
sooner obtained the knowledge of the Saviour, than 
he conducted Peter to him. How many have reason 
to thank God for their pious friends, whose conver-
sation, instructions, and exhortations, have brought 
them into the way of peace and righteousness! Let 
us look with compassion on the souls of our associates 
and relatives, recommend the Gospel of Christ to 
their acceptance, and labour assiduously for their 
spiritual welfare. Jesus received the new convert 
with kindness, and showed by his address that he 
was not ignorant of him, though a stranger. He 
also intimated a design of taking him into bis service, 
by giving him a new name, expressive of pecu
liar firmness and steadfastness. He said, " Thou 
art Simon" (such being his former appellation)," the 
son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is, 
by interpretation, a stone," or " a rock." We, 
with the ancient church, have adopted the name of 
PETER, whose signification is the same with that of 
Cephas, and which was the term used to explain it. 

It is probable that St. Peter continued with our 
Lord for some time, and then, returning for a season 
to his old employment, dwelt at Capernaum. There 
we find that Jesus went into his house, and miracu
lously healed his wife's mother of a fever f. There, 
also, Jesus met with him following his occupation, 
entered into his ship, and directed him to cast his , 
net into the sea J. He had laboured all the night 
without success; bht now, at one draught, he took 
an immense quantity of fishes. This was evidently 
designed as an omen for good, and an encouragement 
to venture upon his Master's service with the greater 
confidence. The fact so plainly ascertained the dig
nity of the Saviour, that Peter was overwhelmed with 
reverential awe, knowing himself unworthy to stand 
before this holy and exalted Personage. With the 
deepest self-abasement, occasioned by an impressive 

* John i. 40—42. f Luke iv. 31,38, 39. J v. 1—n. 
conviction 
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conviction of guilt, he cried out, "Depart.from me 
for I am a sinful man, O Lord. If we have loimeu 
nroper conceptions of the divme purity, we shall 
not wonder at the fear and confusion here expressed. 
The most excellent men have, in like manner, con
fessed themselves unfit to appear in the presence of 
Tod and when favoured with his nearest approaches 
2'ctorJ, relations, h.,e declared .be strongest 
abhorrence of themselves. , ? 

But Jesus immediately replied witn 
fort to his trembling servant, and reminded him tha. 
he must prepare for nobler employment, and hom 
that time be occupied with remarkable success in 
catching men. The call went to his heart with ir
resistible energy; he did not then want any fuither 
inducement to become a stated follower of hiss Lor . 
Everv worldly consideration gave way to hi0ner 
motives: « be forsook all," his fishes nets, vessels 
friends, and relations, that he might devote himself 
to the work of the ministry. 

Soon afterwards he was appointed to the apostolic 
office, and sent out, with eleven others, to preach 
the Gospel, and confirm its doctrines by miraculous 
operations*. Whenever the twelve are enumerated 
in the New Testament, Peter's name stands in the 
front. He was among the first who were taken into 
Christ's service, and always distinguished bimselt by 
his zeal and activity. But, though we allow a pecu
liar excellency in his character, we cannot favour the 
conclusion, that he possessed authority over the rest. 
There is no appearance in the sacred history of any 
such supremacy or infallibility as the church o 
Rome ascribes to him. No superiority of this kind 
was ever granted by the Saviour, demanded by Peter, 
or acknowledged by his brethren f. The arrogant 
claims, therefore, of those who call themselves his 
successors, the bishops of Rome, are absurd and im
pious. They have no foundation in the Scriptures, and 

• Matt. x. 2. Luke ri. 13,14. .. 
t Matt, xxiii. 8—12. Acts xv. 13, kc. s Cor. xii. 11> 
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• m  

i 



212 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

produce very mischievous effects. Bat, waving the 
consideration of those errors, we should pray that all 
the preachers of the Gospel may obtain a measured 
the same grace, and manifest the same holy prin- i 
cipies, by which St. Peter was influenced. So shall 
no respect to their interest, reputation, or connexions 
in life, prevent them from promoting, to the utter-
most, the cause of Christ, and the enlargement of his 
kingdom. 

We observe Peter's constant attachment to his 
Master, and readiness to profess that regard. On one 
occasion, when he saw Jesus walking upon the tern-
pestuous sea in the night, at first he was intimidated, 
as well as his companions; but afterward, hearing 
the gracious voice of his Lord, he cried out, " Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water V 
This address evidently proceeded from faith and 
love, and yet betrayed much forwardness and self-
confidence. To check these wrong principles, by 
giving him a painful proof of his weakness, which he 
was little aware of, Jesus permitted him to venture 
upon the deep. 

We behold Peter, then, upheld by a divine power, 
treading on the boisterous waves, as on dry ground. 
But at length, when he attended to the violence of the 
wind, not retaining, as he should have done, his de
pendence on the Lord, his courage drooped, and his 
body began to sink. He expected nothing but imme
diate destruction, and exclaimed, in great anguish, | 
" Lord, save me !" This occurrence, which was an 
awful presage of what he afterwards experienced, 
should have taught him more diffidence and meekness 
of spirit. Jesus immediately afforded him the neces
sary assistance, caught him as he was on the point of 
being overwhelmed, and conducted him safely to the 
ship. At the same time he sharply reproved him for 
his unbelief, through which his attempt had failed: \ 
" O ! thou oflittle faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" 
Alas! how often have we been frustrated in our good 

# Matt, xiv, 22—33. 
designs 
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designs on the very same account. For a season, p 
haps, we seemed as if we could trust the Lor > » 
when we took off our eye from him, * 
dangerous situation, our fears prevailed, and, if Jesus 
had not rescued us, we must have utterly perished. 

On another occasion, when many disciples forsook 
the Saviour, and the Apostles themselves appeared 
ready to depart, Peter, with his usual fervour, pro-
fessed his firm regard and unshaken resol 
desert his Master*. " Lord," said he 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal lire; 
and we believe, and are sure, that thou art that 
Christ, the Son of the living God. This was indeed 
an evidence of the sincerity of his faith, and the warmth 
of his affection. With such views of the Saviour, we 
also shall adhere to him, and abhor the proposal ot 
seeking any other refuge. If our spuls are establishe 
in a full persuasion that he alone can give us peace 
and everlasting happiness, then we shall be willing 
to persevere through every difficulty and danger in 
his service. 

Jesus inquiring of his disciples what opinions were 
formed concerning him, St. Peter stood f°rt^, and 
made that noble confession, " Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God f." His Master, in 
pronounced him truly blessed, as having obtained this 
clear knowledge and strong confidence, not by any 
peculiar discernment of his own, or information from 
others, not by any human abilities or assistance, but by 
the distinguishing grace of God, and illumination of 
his Spirit. Jesus added, in very remarkable terms, 
that Peter, as his significant name implied, should be 
used as a « Rockthat on him, as one of its mam 
supports, should be built the glorious edifice ot the 
church; and that, however opposed by Satan and 
his agents, it should continue to rise, and stand firm 
and impregnable against the most violent assaults 

* John Ti. 66—69. f Matt. xvi. 13-19- He 
t Some suppose that Jesus intended to point out himself as tne 

Rock; and it is allowed that He is the only sure foundation.on 
which bis church can rest, 1 Cor. iii. 11. Others understand that 
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He declared, further, that he should appoint this (a. 
voured Apostle to be a principal officer in the kin?, 
dom of grace, and deliver its keys into his hands, 11 
an emblem of authority committed to him, for tr 
administration of its affairs. But, with wfiatev -
powers Peter was invested, he possessed them onlv 
in common with his brethren, as they also after, 
wards received a commission of the same extent*. 
On no ground can the tyrannical usurpations of the 
popes of Rome be justified from the grant here given 
to Peter. It is impossible for them to show that it 
contains, or that they derive from it, a right to ab. 
solve and to condemn, as they presume to do. 

But, waving that unprofitable controversy, letu? 
rejoice in the security of the church under the careoi 
Jesus. It will be opposed by strong and malicm 
adversaries: but he has engaged for its protection and 
continuance. Do we, as living stones, constitutea 
part of this spiritual building ? Then we shall firmly 
resist every attack. Can we adopt Peter's confession 
with a full conviction of its truth ? And is that con
viction produced in consequence of divine light com
municated to the mind ? O, how great the privilege 
and blessedness thus to be acquainted with the cha
racter and salvation of Jesus ! 

Soon afterwards the Apostle received a sharp re
prehension. Perhaps, elated by these singular declara
tions in his favour, and still entertaining ideas of a 
temporal kingdom, he could not bear to hear his 
Master foretel the passion then approaching, and 
even dared to censure him on that account: he said, 

the confession of faith, which St. Peter here made, is the Ro^ 
referred to, since the prosperity and even the existence of the church 
depend on the doctrines included in that confession. But the con
nexion of the passage does not seem to be well preserved by either of 
those senses; and the author conceives that there is no more im
propriety in considering Peter as a support of the church, than in re
presenting the Apostles and Prophets as the foundation on which it 
is built, Eph. ii. 20. Rev. xxi. 14. Such an interpretation derogates 
n?U*om the honour of Christ; nor can it favour the Popish notion 
of Peter's supremacy. 

* John xx.23* 
" Be 
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« Be it far from thee, Lord; this shall not be: unto 
thee *." The address was in every respect unsuitable: 
it expressed great ignorance and presumption; and 
therefore he was rebuked for it with an unusual se
verity. Jesus perceived by what wrong affections 
his servant was actuated, and, it should seem, hedelt 
the suggestion as a temptation to himself: he replied, 
" Get thee behind me, Satan; thou art an offence 
unto me; for thou savourest not the things that be ot 
God, but those that be of men." Alas! how easily 
may such, as are most exalted in grace, be turned 
aside by a depraved nature, and both speak and act 
under the influence of carnal principles, by which, in 
effect, they promote the purposes of Satan I Let us 
inquire, Do not we, like Peter, object to the cross, 
and, as if we had lost our spiritual taste, lay our 
plans for worldly advancement, through covetous-
ness or ambition? Do we not show, on some occa
sions at least, that we do not perfectly understand or 
comply with the humbling and self-denying scheme 
of the Gospel ? What are we then doing but taking 
part with the devil, and opposing the designs of Jesus? 

St. Peter was not only a companion of Christ, to
gether with the other Apostles, but numbered among 
his most intimate friends, and intrusted with the most 
unreserved communications of his mind and counsel. 
He was one of the favoured three who saw the Sa
viour transfigured on the mount: and he, in parti
cular, expressed a rapturous delight in the vision 
and the society there assembled. He cried out, in 
his ecstacy, " Lord, it is good for us to be here : if 
thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles, one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Eliast. 
This honour he never forgot: many years afterward, 
and not long before his death, he attested the fact, and 
insisted on it as a convincing proof that he had " not 
followed cunningly devised fables f." We do not look 
for such revelations of Christ; but his people still enjoy 
his spiritual presence, and by faith behold his glory. 

* Matt.xvi. 21—*3. f t2 Pet-*•16—. 
At 
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At those distinguished seasons, when taken up with 
him to the mount, they feel a pleasure which is un-! 

utterable, and wish to have no more to do with J 
terrestrial concerns. Their language then is," Lord, 
it is good for us to be here!" 

When certain collectors applied for the accustome. 
tribute, Peter readily agreed to pay their demand, 
and, by his Lord's directions, caught the fish, which 
furnished the money for that purpose*. In one 
place he proposed the question, how often he should 
forgive an offending brother t ? In another, after 
receiving a solemn admonition concerning the danger 
of riches, he declared that he had forsaken all from an 
attachment to his Master, and expressed a hope of 
obtaining a recompense +. His professions of iegani 
were sincere; yet we discover in them some degree 
of self-confidence and carnal expectations. 

We omit various circumstances of a less interesting 
nature, in which his name is introduced; observing 
only, that, throughout the whole history, hestana-
distingaished by the ardour of his aftection for Jesus, 
and by the overflowings of his zeal upon all occasions. 
He was faithful, bold, and vigorous, in the work as
signed him, ever watching the motions,and springing 
forward before all the rest to execute the will, ot 
Lord. O that both ministers and private Christians 
possessed a larger measure of his fervour and dili
gence ! Alas! we lose many opportunities ot use
fulness, through the coldness of our hearts in spiri
tual things, and dishonour our principles by the 
defect of our services. 

We now advance to a part of the sacred narration 
which may justly excite much fear and distress. A 
mournful spectacle is exhibited in the fall ot tin 
eminent Apostle. We presume not to allege an; 
excuses for his conduct, which was sinful in 
extreme, and marked by peculiar aggravations. : 
we be properly affected by the view, and learn t 
distrust ourselves I How preposterous it is for crea« 

* Matt. xrii. 94— 27. f xviii. 91. f xix. 27-
ture? 
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lutes so depraved and helpless to be lilted o|> «W| 
vTn confidence! Who shall be able tostand.if God 

W wtnWolli'30«lebra.«d hi. last passover, he 
instructed his disciples, in themoat 
bv the significant action ot washing their teet . 
Si Peter, surprised at his condescension, objected to 
his Derforraing this menial office. He said, (and, it. 
should seem, with real humility,) " Thou shalt never 
wash my feet." But Jesus taught him that he stood 
in need of a spiritual purgation, to which he s houd 
be willing to submit. Immediately the Apostle 
acquiesced, when assured that he could have no pant 
in the Saviour unless washed by him. Let usleam 
to cry out for ourselves, under a sense of our defile-
ment, " Lord, cleanse my polluted soul, and in eveiy 
respect make me holy and acceptable to thyself. 
Or, in Peter's words, " Lord, not my feet only, but 
also my hands and my head," 

Peter requested his Lord to explain the hints 
which he had given about his departure, and was 
then informed that he himself must follow him, not 
indeed at that time, but after some years' service in 
the church f. He considered the reply as containing 
an intimation of unwillingness in him to suffer with 
Jesus; and, feeling his heart warm with love, he 
boasted that he could instantly and cheerfully meet 
death in his Master's defence. The declaration ac-
corded with his real sentiments, but savoured too 
much of presumption, and proved that he was not 
properly sensible of his own weakness and danger. 
To check this vain boasting, and put him upon 
watchfulness and prayer, Jesus represented, in a most 
affecting manner, that Satan, his subtle adversary, 
was about to assault both him and his companions 
with peculiar vehemence; that he in particular,after 
suffering a severe loss in the conflict, would be pre
served from a total defeat, and recovered for the con-

* John xiii. 1—9' f  36—38. 

. "«sa 
M  
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firmation of his brethren, in consequence of the 
Saviour's intercession for him*. 

Such information, and from such a Person, we 
should suppose, was enough to strike a damp upon 
the Apostle's spirit. But he was yet too confident 
of his own strength to listen to the warning, and 
therefore he repeated the declaration, that neither 
bonds nor death should separate him from his Lord. 
Jesus then added a more express and tremendous 
admonition, solemnly affirming that before the morn
ing watch, in the course of that very night, Peter 
would thrice disavow all acquaintance with him; 
yet even this caution did not produce the proper 
effect. He went out with his Master to Gethsemane, 
but not with sufficient humility, vigilance, or prayer. 
Upon the road he was again reminded of his 
approaching fall; but, still thinking himself incapable 
of such baseness and treachery, he again maintained 
with renewed asseverations, and in the most peremp
tory manner, that he would stand by his Lord in ail 
extremities, and that, however the rest?might act, lie 
would choose death rather than deny himf. This 
was honest language ; but it clearly betrayed that 
" haughty spirit" which " goeth before a fall +. 
It always bodes ill when men suspect others rather 
than themselves, and boast of their firmness instead 

iof calling upon God for strength and protection, 
b how needful is that petition, " Hold thou me up, 
'and I shall be safe §!" _ 

When they came to the garden of Gethsemane, 
St Peter with the two other favoured disciples, 
James and John, was admitted to behold the Saviour 
in his deepest distress H- There he received a solemn 
charge to watch with his Lord, and pray against 
temptation. But, even on that occasion he dis
covered a very sinful remissness. He neglected the 

• Luke xxii. 31—34. + Matt. xxvi. 31—35. J Prov. xvi. IS. 
§ Psal. cxix. 117. || Matt. xxvi. 36—46. Mark xiv. 32—42. 

Luke xxii. 40 46. directions 
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•,„ WW "«2»£ptS.f S. addressed to him 
the same , more confident than the 
in part.cu ar as e had been not thou 
0 'i®' tr?» 1 ife injunction was renewed 
watch one h°ur^ sunkJinto the same excessive 
stupogr!inApoo°rl preparation for the season of severe 

stHfmaintained an unshaken constancy and courage . 

w a s  probably one of the niost ^war^amoj^^ 

rather than forsake Christ: 
and considering this forcible resistance, it is sur 
n s'in' that both he and his companions were not 
instantly cut to pieces. Rash and impetuous in his 
zeal he forgot his own and their 
more unmindful of the power he had w 
the strain of doctrine he had heard, 
thought to protect where protection 
wanted, and scrupled not to use improper means. 
Jesus therefore, reproved him, and reminded hi , 
that if any defence bad been necessary, he could 
have procured thousands of angels for that purpose. 
Christians, whose natural disposition 's sapguine are 
in great danger of adopting violent measmes even 
for the truth's sake. But the ew«e .«UH^'<* 
promoted by such expedients, 
our warfare are not carnal T. , , 

Peter beheld his Master taken, bound, and 
away as a prisoner; and, perceiving &im qqietjy 
mit to this treatment, he, together with 

* Matt. xxvi. 47—54. John xviii. 1 11. 
+ 2 Cor. x. 4. , 

^ <2 disciples, 
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disciples, forsook him, and fled «. His boasted cou. 
rage failed; and probably he began to tremble for 
his own safety. This was a sad change indeed. Yet 
he seemed to be soon recovered: recovered, alas! 
to fall the more scandalously. Not long after he 
followed Jesus " afar off," evidently under an 'im
pression of fear. He wished to be upon the watch 
that he might observe how the whole transaction 
terminated. He obtained admission into the place 
of trial, and, to avoid suspicion, mingled with the 
crowd. He sat down among the idle and profane 
servants: what poor society was this for an Apostle 
of Christ! There the temptation commenced; yet 
it was such as appeared in itself trifling: at least, he 
had withstood many, which we might have thought 
greater. But Satan was then permitted to have a 
strong ascendancy over his mind, and to render him, 
contrary to his natural temper, a most abject coward. 

A certain female attendant in the high-priest's 
palace charged him with being a disciple of Jesus. 
He was instantly confounded, and expressly declared 
that he did not so much as know him. Perhaps 
shocked at his own words, he went out, and heard 
the cock crow. Did not that sound bring to his re
collection the caution which he had received ? Pos
sibly this might be the case; yet immediately after 
that warning, being interrogated by different persons, 
he fell again; confirming his former denial of his 
Master with stronger asseverations, and even with an 
oath. An hour afterwards the accusation was re
newed by fresh witnesses; and the third time this 
eminent, distinguished, and zealous Apostle, dis
avowed all connexion and acquaintance with Jesus. 
This he did in language which might be calculated 

* Matt. xxvi. 56, 58, 69—75« Mark xiv. 66—72- Luke xxii. 
54—62. John xviii. 15—27. St. Peter's fall is related by all the 
Evangelists- but none have described it in a more heinous light 
than St. Mark; and as is generally supposed, that Gospel was 
reviewed by Peter himself, and written even under his direction, 
this circumstance may be considered as an evidence of his integrity 
and sincere contrition. 

to 



to clear him from the imputation, hut which we 
should have supposed could never come out ot such a 
mouth: " he began to curse and to swear. 

We stand amazed while we view the atrocious 
sin, with all its aggravations. If we have b^e" P^" 
served from so shameful a declension, O what thanks 
and praises are due to Him, who hath kept our souls! 
But this history will teach us not to presume on our 
imagined steadfastness. We are still liable to be 
tempted and overcome. Nay, there is no wickedness 
so heinous, which we may not be induced to per-
pet rate. Our danger is the greater, as we are con
stantly watched by a subtle and malicious adversary, 
who " desires to have us, that he may sift us as 
wheat" O let us be the more vigilant, and 
pared to resist his attacks! There were some pre
ceding steps which led to Peter's calamitous mis
carriage. He depended upon his own strength, ne
glected to pray, and mixed with bad company. Let 
this be regarded and improved as a solemn caution 
to ourselves. Let us beware of those omissions and 
failures which are thought trifling: they may lead 
to the most fatal events. 

Such cases are most lamentable; and yet the Lord 
God sees fit to permit them, and even renders them 
subservient to his own gracious purposes. His 
offending people are more deeply abased, while their 
painful experience testifies their total depravity and 
entire helplessness: they learn to walk more circum
spectly, perceive more of the excellency and value 
of redemption, and become more cordially attached 
to the Saviour. There are persons, indeed, upon 
whom these instances have a bad effect: but they 
must answer for their own perverse abuses. If they 
are encouraged to sin, here is nothing which can 
justify their conduct. They prove their own 
rate wickedness while they plead the examples 
others.; so that their very excuses will be turn— 
against themselves. 

The fall of Peter was scandalous, but not of long 
continuance. 
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continuance. The same night, and almost the same 
hour, he was restored and brought back to God as a 
weeping peninenl. Immediately after his last pro
fane declaration, the cock crew the second time; and, 
it should seem, that sound, which so exactly fulfilled 
the previous admonition given him, deeply affected 
his heart. But, more especially, he was awakened 
by the eye of his injured Master, who had been 
within the hearing of some of his impious speeches. 
" The Lord turned, and looked upon Peter; and 
Peter remembered his word/' That look pierced 
his very soul: and yet, we apprehend, it was a look, 

(not of indignation, which would have driven him to* 
despair, but of the most compassionate regard: it 
upbraided him forJiis treachery, but. encouraged his 
hope of forgiveness. Then he beheld the heinous-
ness of his transgression; and, under the strong in
fluence of shame, confusion, and pungent sorrow, he 
bought where he might hide his head, and vent the 
distresses of'his mind. " He went out and wept 
bitterly." Where then is the promised sweetness of 
sin? Rather, what complicated miseries does it 
produce! Hew deep the wound which it leaves 
upon the conscience! Many,-alas! are almost over
whelmed with anguish on account of their back-

I slidings, and cry out, day and night, with a painful 
I remembrance of what they have lost, " Restore unto 
I me the joy of thy salvation Yet let them not 
I say " There is no hope," since we here refer them 
[ to one who was recovered from his fall, pardoned, 

and again established with equal, if not with greater, 
| strength. 

We read no more of this Apostle till the morning 
of the resurrection. The interval must have been 
to him a season of extreme affliction, spent in prayers 
and tears. But, upon the first tidings that the Lord 
was risen, Peter, who was in John's company, ran 
with eager haste to see the sepulchre f. A celestial 
messenger, proclaiming the joyful event to certain 

* Psa1. li. J2- t John xx. 1—10. 
pious 
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r oftpA them to inform the disciples 

pious women, directed the them, and made 
of their Master's des.gn to mceyne , 
mention of ***%»*»* * fconveyed an intima, 
calculated to comfoit hini, as R co 
„„„ that he wat aot ™'Xwed Uimself 
afterwards, on the .erne. y, Apostles had aa^SSsbia-t: 
him with peculiar^ ' + He appeared to Peter, SaSSsSfefiSSS 
attachment. They dined together, and then a most 
affecting discourse ensued. 

The former professions of the Apostle might seem 
to be rendered dubious, if not entirely falsified, by 
h-s late misconduct. Probably with a reference to 
t h i s  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  J e s u s  n o w  i n q u i r e d b u  
love was indeed greater than that ofotheis,as 'he 
had once boasted. The interrogation conveyeda 
tender reproof, to which Peter replied only by ap
pealing to Jesus, as acquainted with the state^ of bis 
heart for the sincerity of his legaid. -"-e 1 . 
commanded to give evidence of it by attending to hm 
pastoral office, and feeding the meanest 
of the flock. This contained, in efiect,.a rencvval ^ 
his apostolic commission, and therefore 
mony of forgiveness. Thrice was the que. p 
posed, and thrice did he call upon the ^testation 
whom his inmost soul was open, for the at estation 
of his integrity. But, having become moie d<ftident 
of himself, he presumed not to intimate that he felt 
a stronger affection than the rest. As the charge, 

* Mark xri. 7. t  Lukexxiv. 34. I Cor xv 5. 
J John xxi. 1, &c. 



SAINT 

224 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

also, was thrice repeated, there could not remain a 
doubt that he was reinstated in his place. Jesus 
predicted that in his old age he should suffer a 
violent death, and glorify God in the pains of cruci-
fixion, and concluded his prophecy with an injunc
tion to follow the steps of his Master. Peter wished 
to be informed what would become of John, but 
received for answer, that, leaving the concerns of 
others, he must attend to his own, and labour to 
imitate the example set before bim. 

Here we pause, and stand in admiration of that 
grace, which can pardon, restore, and save, even the 
most heinous backsliders. " Return unto the Lord 
your God," you who " have fallen by your iniquity." 
He himself declares, "I will heal their backsliding, 
I will love them freely*." O confess your baseness, 
and weep with genuine contrition for your aggravated 
offence! But consider, also, if you have obtained 
mercy, and God be pleased to employ you again in 
his service, what grateful acknowledgments of his 
love, what vigorous exertions to promote his cause, 
are due from you more than from others! You 
cannot expiate your guilt, or repair the mischief you 
have done; but desire, at least, to prove your re
covery, exhort your brethren to maintain their stead
fastness, and labour to bring again those, who, like 
yourselves, have been driven away. Let your great 
Exemplar be ever before your eyes. Follow him 
more closely and constantly than before: follow him 

unto death, and you shall finally reign with him 
glory. Amen. 

* Ho9.xiv.l_, 4. 
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SECT. 2. 

ofter vrovosed the election of a new Apostle—•preached 
on the day of Pentecost—healed a and 
addressed the people—imprisoned—pleaded before 

the sanhedrim-detected Ananias-was again im
prisoned, brought before the 
—went to Samaria, Lydda,Joppa, and Gesa^ 
defended his conduct towards 
from Herod—attended the council at Jerusalem— 
reproved by St. Paul at Anwritings, and 
death. 

THOSE VOWS and professions of repentance, which 
are not accompanied with its genuine fruits, deserve 
no credit. St. Peter received a particular injunction 
to prove his recovery by confirming the faith of Ins 
brethren, and feeding the flock of Christ , and an 
evidence was given, through the whole succeeding 
part of his life, of a zeal unquestionably pure, and 
of a diligence which knew not, or complained not, 
of fatigue. " The Acts of the Apostles" have put 
his character beyond a doubt: the twelve first chap
ters chieflv relate to him, and demonstrate, by the 

ongesVtestimonies, that his contrition „«s stncer. 
and his subsequent conduct consistent and honour
able. Many circumstances may be concealed from 
us: but enough is recorded to show that he obtained 
forgiveness, and continued for many years an ex ten-
sivl blessing to the church. As he lived so we have 
reason to believe that he died, in the bold profession 

jll. T 1 JJ Ort Tr\Vin vvi 1 * Luke xxii. 32. John xxi, 15-
r. & and 
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and defence of the Gospel. May they, whose cases 
resemble his, learn in like manner to walk more cir
cumspectly in future, labour more abundantly to be 
useful in their generation, and exhort others" to be
ware of those miscarriages which have brought such 
anguish upon themselves! 

When our Lord ascended into heaven with great 
triumph and glory, it is probable that Peter was one 
or those who followed him with their eyes till a 
cloud received him out of their sight; it is certain 
he was one of that faithful, though little band 
which remained at Jerusalem, in a state of holy 
fellowship, and anxious expectation of (he pro
mised blessing*. He it was who addressed the 
church upon the apostacy of as, showing that 
the Scriptures were fulfilled in him, and that his 
place among the Apostles should be supplied by a 

|lresh election. J 

On the day of Pentecost the Holy Ghost descended 
Iwith miraculous influence upon all the twelve- but 
our attention is directed to St. Peter more than to the 
others f. Though it does not appear that he was 
distinguished above the rest by superior powers, yet 
he stood forward with peculiar courage. He first 
opened the grand commission of the Gospel, and 
the effect of his preaching, on that memorable occa-
sion, was most visible and extensive. In his solemn 
discourse to the people, he replied to the scandalous 
reproach cast upon him and his brethren, and alleged 
that the gift of tongues, which excited such astonish
ment, ought not to be ascribed to intoxication but 
to the extraordinary effusion of the Spirit, which had 
been expressly foretold. By a most decided testi-
mony, he maintained that Jesus had wrought various 
unquestionable miracles, and, after being injuriously 
put to death, had been raised from the grave, accord-

urPaVu S Pr?Ph,etlcal description. He argued, 
attLi-^hT h0 e?P'/^d T1 thecross- taken his seat at thenghthand of God, and, having fulfilled his own 

* Acts i, 9, 139 See. f iu J4, &c. 
promise 
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promise iivcommunicating so large a measure of the 
Holy Ghost, had proved himself to be the trueMesiah, 
the very Saviour who should come into the world. 

An immediate and deep impression was made upon 
the minds of the audience. Many expressed the 
most pungent anguish and terror, while they ear
nestly implored direction from the Apostles. Peter 
instantly called them to the exercise of repentance, 
required them to be baptized in token of their sub
mission to Jesus and dependence on his merits, and 
encouraged tbem to expect from Him the gift of the 
Spirit. How venerable did the preacher appear, 
when, with a holy fervour of zeal and love, he .stood 
and besought the surrounding multitudes to be saved 
from that perverse generation! O that all the mi* 
nisters of Christ possessed the like ardour, and that 
the labours of those who do exert themselves in the 
same honourable service were crowned with similar 
success 1 Let them lift up the standard of the cross, 
and doubt not that God will prosper their efforts for 
the enlargement of his kingdom. 

We insist not in this place on the various miracu~ 
lous operations performed by the Apostles, nor on 
the happy state of charity, peace, and piety, in 
which the primitive church lived together, as their 
very enemies observed with astonishment. That 
description would exhibit a pleasing picture, and 
strongly recommend our religion; but it does not 
immediately relate to the character of St. Peter. 

Soon after the feast of Pentecost, he is again 
brought forwards on a very interesting occasion*. 
He went to the temple, in company with* John* 
at the usual hour of prayer, when a poor man, who 
had been a cripple from his birth, solicited relief; 
" Silver and gold have I none," said this messenger 
of peace, " but such as I have give I thee: in fhe 
name of JesusChrist of Nazareth, rise up,and walk " 
A perfect cure instantly succeeded; and so publi^ 

* Acts Hi i, &<?, 
waa 
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was the case, that it excited general notice. Crowds 
of people flocked together, that they might see the 
wondrous persons whose words had given feet to the 
lame. 

Peter sought not their applause, and therefore 
eagerly seized the opportunity of turning off their 
attention from himself to his dear Lord and Master, 
whom he affectionately commended to their regard. 
He boldly charged them with the most heinous guilt 
in having crucified the Prince of life, and exhorted 
them to repent and believe on Him, who was raised 
from the dead, that they might receive pardon and 
peace. He argued that Jesus had fulfilled their an
cient prophecies, and justly demanded their submis
sion. He stated the nature and excellence of the sal
vation proposed, declaring that their long-expected 
Messiah was- sent to bless them, in turning away 
every one of them from their iniquities." A similar 
mode of address, from those who labour in the Gos
pel, will be at all times proper. They also " preach 
not themselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord It is 
©f necessity that they endeavour to fix upon the 
minds of their hearers a conviction of sin, without 
which the offer of deliverance will not meet with 
any cordial acceptance. They must cry aloud, 
"Repent ye, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord." They pro
claim that " the Redeemer is come to Zion," and,, 
while they exhibit his inestimable benefits, they 
maintain that those only can enjoy them who " turn 
from transgression f." 

The zealous, exertions of the two Apostles pro
voked the resentment of the priests and rulers, and 
occasioned their own arrest and imprisonment {. But 
they were greatly honoured,, though cast into a dun
geon. They had preached to good effect, as it ap
peared that the church received a large increase 

* 3 Cor. ir. 5. f Is*. Jix. 20, J Acts iv. 1, &c. 
through 
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through their word.. On the day following they 
stoodDarraigned before the sanhedrim, being called 
to answer for their conduct. Peter was the speaker 
and displayed an uncommon degreeof courage .but 
at this we do not wonder when informed that he 
acted immediately and entirely under the influence 
of the Holy Ghost. He declared that the cure of the 
lame man had been wrought by the power, and 
through faith in the name, of Jesus. Forgetting his 
own situation as a prisoner at the bar, or disregard
ing his safety, he charged his judges-with the murder 
of his Lord, whom he asserted to be raised from the 
dead, and warned, them that by Him alone salvation. 
could be obtained. . , 

Such undaunted fortitude, in one whom they had 
despised as a low and illiterate person> confounded 
the council, and they knew not what steps to take,. 
However, they strictly enjoined him not to presume 
to propagate the Christian doctrine: and, had the 
scheme been of human contrivance, it is probable 
that it would have been instantly defeated. But, as-
the work was of God, they could not overthrow it ; 
their rage was vain, their threatenings ineffectual. 
Peter and John stood unmoved, and declared their 
determination never to desist from the cause in which, 
they were engaged, appealing even to this malignant 
assembly for the justification of their conduct. 
" Whether it be right/' said they, " in the sight of 
God, to hearken unto you more than unto Goda; 
judge ye.'* For that time they were dismissed, but 
with fresh menaces; and, when they had joined theis 
brethren, the whole company united in prayer^ 
They spread their case before the Lord, and entreated 
Him still to support and prosper them in the propa
gation of the Gospel. Their petitions obtained aa 
immediate and favourable answer: the Holy Spirit 
came upon them, perhaps with some external tokens 
as before, and enabled them with renewed vigour ta 
persist in the service of their Master. 

Do not such examples make us ashamed of our 
own-
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own timidity ? Is it not necessary for us to be as firm 
and undaunted in the profession of the truth as 
St. Peter was? Or will it be right, in any instance 
to hearken unto men more than unto God'? Yet are 
we not doing this while by dishonourable compli-
ances we seek to evade persecution ? You, who love 
the Lord, being persuaded of the excellence of your 
cause, should possess an unshaken courage. What
ever your enemies may threaten, by prayer and faith 
commit yourselves to Him, whose you are, and whom 
you serve, and then you need not dread any conse
quences. He w ill communicate to you more abundant 
grace, which shall be sufficient to sustain you in 
the severest conflict. 

The church continued to increase and prosper; 
though the hypocrisy of some professed members pro
duced a painful trial *. Ananias and Sapphira were 

convicted by St. Peter of the basest dissimulation 
and instantly struck dead at his word. This circum
stance however, tremendous as it was, turned out 

to the furtherance of the Gospel," which more 
evidently appeared to be the cause of Heaven. Our 
Apostle, in particular, was held in profound vene
ration : lie wrought various wonderful cures, which 
are not minutely described; nay, his very shadow 
proved to many persons the means of miraculous 
recovery. Who, then, could refuse to be convinced 
livfficr God men Were indeed the messengers- of the 

Still the Jewish rulers opposed, and, being filled 
with violent indignation, cast all the Apostles toge
ther into the common prison. Yet no bonds could 
silence these witnesses of God's truth. An 4nsel 
rescued them from their confinement; and by his 
direction they proceeded to preach the same doctrine 
Mp«bLd*and as earnestly as before, Again they 
^ere brought before the sanhedrim, when the high-
hid H P *™Pre®s®^ keenest resentment because they 
had despised the injunctions and threatenings of the 

Alt. A - J. - -* Acts v. j, 
council, 
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council. Peter undertook to answer, in the name of 
his brethren; and maintaining, as on a former oc
casion, that no commands of men would exempt 
them from obedience to God, he boldly declared the 
grand principles of the Gospel before his judges. 
He was evidently more solicitous to save their souls 
than procure his own deliverance, while he stated 
that the very Person whom they had crucified as a 
vile malefactor, being raised from the dead, and 
exalted to the highest glory, as a Prince and a 
Saviour, was ready to dispense the blessings of 
repentance and forgiveness. 

His address increased the rage of the audience; 
and a proposal was made to take away the life of 
these troublesome men. But after some consultation 
they were dismissed, having been first scourged, and 
again charged to preach no more in the name 
Jesus. This violence, however, damped neither 
' their courage nor their joy. They accounted them

selves peculiarly honoured in suffering for such a 
Master, and continued to declare his truth both m 
public and private, though with great apparent 
danger to themselves. 

A more striking picture of Christian fortitude* 
faith, and zeal, cannot be exhibited. Do we not aU 
most envy the chains and stripes of St. Peter and his 
companions? He has assured us that, " if we be 
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are we ; 
for the Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon us*.'* 
But have we ever felt the influence of the love of 
Jesus, so as to be willing to give up ease, liberty, 
and life, for his sake? Do we regard him, according 
to Peters doctrine, as " the Stone which is become 
the head of the corner?'* Do we look up to him as 
seated on his throne in heaven, and imparting to 
every humble petitioner on earth repentance and re
mission of sins? 

The intrepidity of the Apostle in the transactions 
now related forms a strong contrast to that part of 

* 1 Pet. ir, 14. 
his 
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his conduct when he was ashamed to confess his 
Lord before a servant-maid. And to what shall we 
ascribe this difference? In his base denial of Christ 
we see the weakness and depravity even of good 
men, and their liableness to fall by those very tempta
tions of which they are warned, and against which 
they have most strenuously resolved. But in his 
bold defence before the council we behold not so 
much the natural impetuosity and constitutional 
courage of his mind as the power of divine grace: 
we perceive that God can qualify his servants for the 
work assigned them, and support them in every 
danger. O, let us learn to maintain an entire de
pendence upon Him, and he will help us according 
to our need ! : 
A. d. After some time the Apostles at Jerusalem, 

34. having heard that the inhabitants, of Samaria 
had embraced the Gospel, sent Peter and John for 
the purpose of establishing them in the faith, and 
imparting to them some spiritual gifts *. Upon that 
occasion a singular case occurred. Simon, a noted 
magician, observing that the Holy Ghost was con
ferred by these two eminent teachers, ignorantly 
and impiously proposed to purchase the same power 
by a sum of money. Peter immediately rejected the 
offer with disdain, reproved his base hypocrisy,, 
warned him of his danger, and earnestly exhorted 
him to repentance and prayer. He addressed him
self to the sinner's conscience with plainness and 
fidelity. And will it not be allowed that succeeding 
ministers should in like manner, without reserve, 
" declare all the counsel of God?" 

Having preached in different parts of Samaria, he 
returned to Jerusalem. During his continuance in 
that city he received a visit from the young convert 
and Apostle, St. Paul; yet neither then, nor at any 
other time, w7as such a supremacy acknowledged in 
Peter as the church of Rome pleads forf. No ex
ternal persecution preventing him, he soon after-

* Actsviii. 14—25. t 2?' Gal.i. 18-
wards 
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wards took an extensive circuit, that he might spread 
the Gospel from town to town. " He passed through 
all quarters," testifying of Christ, and working mira
cles? so illustriously were the grace and power of 
God exhibited in him*! . . . 

To Eneas, a poor afflicted paralytic, he spake in 
the name of his divine Master; and health and vigour 
were instantly restored. The astonishing cure was 
rendered more remarkable by the effects which 
produced : the inhabitants of the town, which was 
called Lydda, " turned to the Lord. He was^sent 
for to Joppa, which lay in that neighbourhood, on 
occasion of the death of an eminently pious woman, 
Tabitha, or Dorcas; and at his word, after solemn 
praver to God, she revived. This extraordinary mi
racle also tended to the enlargement of the church. 
Many were convinced, and received the Christian 
doctrine: Peter, therefore, continued with them for 
some time, that he might confirm them in the faith. 
How honourable and useful his employment! In 
some measure resembling his dear Lord, he " went 
about doing good," administering relief to the diseased 
in body, with a view to promote their spiritual and 
eternal welfare. O, may we live under the influence 
of this holy and benevolent principle! Though we 
possess not miraculous powers, yet something may 
be effected, in our respective places, for the honour 
of Christ, and the salvation of our fellow-creatures. 
A.D. From Joppa St. Peter removed to Cesarea 
4i. upon a singular occurrence, which introduces a 

most important history. The Gospel of the cir
cumcision was committed to himt," hut it pleased 
God to distinguish him, also, as the first instrument 
of carrying the glad tidings to the Gentiles. And 
now the grand dispensation, the mystery which had 
been kept secret for ages, began to be unfolded, 

*' that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the 
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ J." 
The Apostles themselves were with difficulty per-

* Acts ix. 32, kc.f Gal. ii. 7. J Eph. iii. 6. 
suaded 
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suaded to believe it, though it had been so expressly 
predicted by the ancient prophets. A particular re
velation prepared the mind of Peter for propositi* 
these high privileges to the Heathens, and removed 
his objections. 

When he had retired for prayer about the middle 
of the day, according to the practice of devout per
sons, the Lord taught him by a visible representation, 
three times repeated, that "the distinction of clean 
and unclean, appointed by the ceremonial law, was 
about to cease, and that what God had sanctified he 
must not reject as common or polluted*. Just at 
that instant certain messengers from Cornelius, who 
had been sent by divine direction, inquired for the 
Apostle: and, that his Jewish prejudices wight not 
prevent him, he received express instructions from 
the Spirit to go with them. If God evidently lead 
the way, we ought not to hesitate, Yet, alas! 
through perverseness, obstinacy, and many corrupt 
tempers, we are often unwilling to follow, even 
where the line of duty ts accurately marked out. 
May the grace of our God render us obedient to his 
will, by whatever means it is made known! 

Peter went to Cesarea, and there showed that he 
sought not his own glory, but that of his Master: 
sensible of what was due to him, and conscious of 
his own demerits, he declined the homage which 
Cornelius imprudently offered. Many of the cen-

friends were assembled to hear the doctrine 
this extraordinary teacher. Accordingly, after 

stating on what grounds he had undertaken the 
journey, he proceeded to preach the Gospel to them 
without reserve. He declared his full conviction that 
a way of access to God was opened for men of every 
nation: he insisted on the character and work of 
Jesus, on his life, death, resurrection, and the future 
ilV ,^rrlent; .^ le ma 'ntame(L that, agreeably to God's 
revetat'ons by his prophets from the beginning, re
mission of sins could now he obtained by all who 

* Acts X. 1, &c. 

believe 



believe in the Saviour's name. U pleased God to 
f fVvc» wnrrl and Drove undeniably that he 

descended upon all the ^oostlecould 
attestation of divine acceptance, the ApGsUe com 
nut he unwilling to receive them as his cnrisuan 
brethren. He commanded them, therefore, to be 
baptized and, at their earnest request,! foi their 
further instruction and advancement, he continued 

V 'we'rejoice that the same blessed message of salva-
tion is come even unto us, who were once in Pagan 
darkness, and that God still gives testimony to the 
preaching of his truth by the demonstration of his 
Spirit, though not in so extraordinary a manner. 
Pardon and peace are offered in the name of Jesus, 
and, by the faith of him, many among us, who 
•were some time alienated, are now reconciled to 
God. We should be glad to observe that others, as 
well as ourselves, are recovered, irom whatever 
state and by whatever means, they may be called. 
Though they were once of a different religion, or of 
no religion at all, we should exult >d their salvahon, 
like the angels in heaven. If the Lord God has sealed 
them for his own by the Holy Ghost who are we, 
that we should refuse them " the right hand of feliow-

The free communication ofSt. Peterwith the Gen
tiles, as here related, gave offence to some ot bis 
Jewish brethren at Jerusalem*. But, upon his re
turning to that place, and explicitly declaring re 
matter, their vehement prejudices were m a great 
measure removed, and they adored the graces ot God, 
which was imparted to the uncircumctsed. loo 
frequently, alas! good men, through haste or bigotry, 
take umbrage at the conduct of others, whom thev 
would cease to censure if they properly understood 
their situation, and the grounds on which they act. 

» Actsxi. 1—18. 

U 
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A. D. After some time a violent persecution arosi 
44. against the church. Herod Agrippa, that proud 

and cruel tyrant, having put James to death, casl 
Peter into prison, and commanded him to be kepi 
under a strong guard till he should be brought forth 
to public execution, for the entertainment of the 
people*. The Apostle, however, had numerous 
friends, who made continual intercession for him, 
not at the court of Herod, but before the throne oi 
God; and their prayers procured his deliverance, 
Vain were all the precautions and means used for his 
confinement: the king's intention was frustrated, 
the expectation of the profane multitude disap
pointed. The very night preceding the day ap-
pointed for Peter's suffering, while he slept with 
composure, not dreading the event, an Angel ap
peared to rescue him. Instantly his chains fell off, 
the iron gates gave way, and, under the conduct of 
n i< ?  '  J  _  f  .  .  i  

#  . o  —  q  —*  ^  * '  *7  5  y  l i  i i  l .  l  t n  v> i  11  j |  L I^  |  

his heavenly guide, he went out through the midst 
or sentinels without interruption. 

Just at that time many pious persons were actually 
engaged in offering up their supplications for the 
Apostle, when they were assured by his arrival 
amongst them that they had obtained acceptance. 
After indulging his grateful and devout sensations 
with his friends and brethren, praising God for this 
extraordinary dispensation, he retired from them, 
seeking probably a more convenient retreat. His 
disappointed enemies were enraged at his escape, 
and the guards, who had been set over him, put to 
death in his stead. " Great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty : just and true are thy 
ways, thou King of saints! Who shall not fear thee, ~  o  ouau  UUL ICd l  l l JCf .  

O Lord, and glorify thy name f ?" He is " wonder
ful — 1 • .. . „ '"counsel, and excellent in working," who 

pleadeth the cause of his people J." He may suf-
to, be °PPressed through tyrants, vet in 

many remarkable cases he has displayed his regard 
tor them, and proved that « their Redeemer is 

Acts xii. i .j. Rev. xv. 3, 4. f Isa. xxviii. 29. Ii.22, 
strong." 
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vincing token of his gracious attention to prayer. The 
importunate cries of the poor persecuted saints opened 

' { the prison-doors, and delivered an Apostle. O let us 
, | be encouraged, in every distress, to make known our 

requests unto God with greater frequency and fervour, 
and we shall surely prevail! 

• A. D. St. Peter is again introduced to our notice in 
ss. the grand council of the church at Jerusalem. 

When the question was there agitated, whether obe
dience to the Mosaic law should be urged upon the 
believing Gentiles, he rose up and declared how 

| God had commissioned him to preach the Gospel to 
the uncircumcised, had given them the Holy Spirit, 
and purified their hearts by faith f. He argued, 
therefore, that, being received to the divine favour 
without ceremonial observances, they should be left 
to their full liberty; and he maintained the important 
doctrine, that none can be saved any otherwise than 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Yet, on one occasion afterwards, he acted incon
sistently with his professed principles. At Antioch 
he lived on terms of Christian fellowship with the 
converted Gentiles, but at length withdrew from 
their society, through the fear of displeasing certain 
Jewish zealots who came to that place J. This wa
vering conduct produced bad effects. Many, through 
the influence of his example, betrayed the same ti-

y midity; and, while he endeavoured to conciliate one 
side, he grieved and staggered another. St. Paul, 
therefore, sharply reproved him, representing that, 
from his behaviour, it might seem as if he did not 
consider the believing Gentiles in a state of accept
ance, or had renounced the fundamental doctrine 
of justification by faith alone. 

What shall we say to this instance of unsteadiness? 
We presume not to defend it, " because he was to be 
blamed." It does not appear that he offered any ex
cuse for himself, and we should hope that he frankly 

•Jei\ ]. 34. f Acts xv. 6-*n. f Gal. ii. n, &c. 
confessed 
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confessed and immediately repented of his fault. '11 
most eminent Apostles are not proposed as perfe 
patterns. They all discovered failings, and we 
liable to be again and again overcome by temptatioi 
even as we are. Let us beware tor ourselves. A 
there not those among us who are guilty of me: 
compliances, and who, not merely in one instant 
but habitually, counteract the dictates of conscienc 
through fear of temporal inconveniencies ? Do we n 
too much consult the world, how far they will allc 
us to associate with serious Christans ? Let us abh 
dissimulation, and act an open and upright pa 
Whatever we may suffer, let us determine to " wa 
according to the truth of the Gospel," and not he 
tate to show our cordial attachment to the people 
God. . 

Peter betrayed a wrong spirit, and Paul was I 
reprover; a circumstance which strongly con fir 
the doctrine which they preached. If there had be 
any collusion, any cheat practised upon roankii 
it would certainly have been discovered when i 
two great champions differed. Yet even then t\ 
perfectly agreed in matters of opinion, and afterwa 
continued to maintain the same principles, and p 
mote the same work, as "labourers together w 
God/9 

The life of St. Peter was protracted to a consid 
able length, and spent in active exertions for the 
nourof his Master. It should seem that his v 
accompanied him in his travels, and that they b 
subsisted upon the bounty of others *. Some preci 
remains of his writings are transmitted to us, and 
these he yet speaketh, and will speak to the enc 
time. His two epistles were addressed to the ( 
persed Christians, for the purpose of comforting tb 
in their troubles, confirming them in the fai 
warning them against seducers, enlivening.their hop 
and regulating their conduct. Let us study these 
spired exhortations with serious attention, till tb 

* l Cor. ix. S. 



ST. PETEK. 239 
have produced their full influence upon our hearts. 
Surely we cannot refuse to listen to so venerable u an 
elder," who was " a witness of the suflerings ot 
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 
revealed*." Both these epistles were composed in 
his old age, and they seem to be marked with its 
character: in the second, especially, his language is 
that of one who considered his dissolution as at hand, 
and who was taking leave of the world. Here, then, 
he has delivered his most solemn thoughts, in the 
near view of eternity. And did he waver in his 
mind? Did he renounce his principles? No: far 
otherwise. He desired most earnestly that his in
structions might be always remembered after his de
cease f: and having described, with an astonishing 
grandeur and majesty, the destruction of the earth, 
and the appearance of Christ as the universal Judge, 
he added, " What manner of persons ought ye to be, 
in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the day of God X ?" 
A. d. At length he finished his course in an honour-
about able manner: he died a martyr (it is thought 

67* when he was about seventy-five years old), and 
sealed with his blood the truth which he had preached. 
His Lord had foretold that he should be taken off by 
a violent death, even that of crucifixion § ; and this 
came to pass under the tyranny of Nero. It is be
lieved that both he and St. Paul suffered at Rome 
about the same time, and that St. Peter was crucified 
with his head downwards, at his ow n desire, as if he 
thought himself unw orthy to resemble his Master. 
Be that as it may, he now appears in glory, where, 
amongst all " the noble army of martyrs H," he will 
admire and praise his God and Saviour, and reign 
with Him for ever and ever. 

Many Prophets, Apostles, and ministers, have lost 
their lives in vindication of the Gospel; but, while 
we lament the removal of such able advocates, \ye 

* J Pet. V. i. t 2 Pet. 1. 15. t H# *2. 
§ Johnxxi. 18, 19. (f Te Deum, 

rejoice 
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veioice that God will plead his own cause, and mat 
the word of his grace to prosper from age to age 
"We would inquire of every reader, and entreat bin 
earnestly to put the question to himself, Is not tha 
system of faith, for which St Peter died, worthy c 
attention ? Or, " how shall we escape, if we neglec 
so great salvation ?" Desire, then, to know and fee 
the excellency of those principles, for the defence c 
which so much has been done and suffered : accord 
ing to the exhortation of this inspired writer, " giv 
diligence to make your calling and election sure 

* 2 Pet, i. io. 
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T H E  A P O S T L E  A N D  E V A N G E L I S T .  

CHAP. VI. 
4 

John, his parentage and occupation—called by Christ 
—appointed an Apostle—teas present at the transji-
guration—forbad otic casting out devils -propose 
to consume the Samaritans—petitioned for the highest 
place—attended his Lord at the last passover in Get/i-
semane, and at the cross—ivas the first ivho believed 
the resurrection—laboured with Peter at Jerusalem, 
and in Samaria—banished toPatmos preached and 
died at Ephesus—his Gospel, Epistles, and Revela* 
tions. 

ALL the Apostles of Jesus, excepting the traitor, 
possessed a real excellence of character, yet in some 
of them we may trace a difference. They 
and felt the same principles, and were endowed with 
equal integrity, whilst the natural temper of each 
gave a bias to his conduct and a trait to his manners, 
which distinguished him from the rest of his brethren, 
and which enhanced or diminished the value of his 
friendship. God gives his grace to men whose incli
nations and habits are unlike, and they are blessed 
with the same salvation; yet, as the ordinary va
rieties of the human mould still remain in them, 
their virtue is more or less engaging and attractive. 
The eleven were all, but. not equally, dear to their 
Master: some obtained marks of bis peculiar esteem. 
We presume not to censure his conduct, or to de
mand the reasons on which he acts. If Christ, who 
took our nature, yielded not to those sensations which 
incline us to prefer one companion to another, yet he 

VOL. IV# M 18 



242 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

is the sovereign Lord, and has a right to bestow his 
favours when and as he pleases. Three of those 
whom he had chosen out of the world were honoured 
above the rest by his attention : and, of these three, 
one was admitted to a nearer intimacy, and a larger 
share of his regard. This was he whose history is 
now introduced to our notice, and who is so fre
quently described by that expression, " the disciple 
whom Jesus loved." St. John, it is allowed, pos
sessed ail uncommon sweetness of temper; and per
haps, as we have hinted, that strong affection and 
close union which subsisted between him and his 
Lord may be ascribed to their reciprocal feelings, oc
casioned by the similarity of their dispositions. Cer
tain it is that, in proportion as we cultivate the 
spirit of love, we shall enjoy a familiarity of inter
course with Christ. An imitation of this favoured 
Apostle will likewise bring credit to our profession 
of the Gospel, and add much to the peace and hap
piness of our own souls. 

The followers of Jesus were chiefly such as ob
tained not any high distinction among men. He 
makes no account of the embellishments which catch 
the notice and admiration of the world: he passes 
by many of elevated rank, and " exalteth them of 
low degree/' The parentage of John was mean; 
his situation in life obscure. His brother James and 
he were sons of Zebedee, a fisherman at Bethsaida, 
in Galilee, and brought up to the same occupation. 
These two were partners with Peter and Andrew in 
the concerns of their trade, and commenced their at
tendance upon the Saviour at the same time*. Be
ing struck with amazement at the miraculous draught 
of fishes which had been taken under the direction 
of Jesus, they were instantly disposed to obey his 
call. At his word they forsook their father, their 
vessels, and employment; and, becoming his stated 
followers, were prepared for the apostleship, to 
which they were soon afterwards appointed. The 

* Matt iv, 21, 22- Luke v. ]0, u. 
summons 
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summons pronounced by Christ, being accompanied 
by the influence of his Spirit, prevented or removed 
from their minds every objection. Thus, also, in 
general, the people who enter upon his service are 
" willing in the day of his power*" to undergo every 
difficulty for his sake. Let us pray, with our church, 
that, after this example, we may forsake all worldly 
and carnal affections, and be evermore ready to follow 
God's holy commandments through Jesus Christ our 
Lord f. j , , 

The two brothers probably resembled each other 
in disposition, and are so frequently mentioned to
gether, that we shall find many of the same things 
related of them both. When ordained to the Apos-
tlesbip, tbev were called by one name, " Boanerges," 
or " The sons of thunder }." The appellation, we 
presume, does not imply that the manner of their 
address was terrific, which would be inconsistent 
with the gentle and loving spirit of St. John ; but it 
denotes rather the fervour of their zeal, and the effi
cacy of their preaching, which, like thunder, shook 
many hearts, and overcame the strongest opposition, 
O for men of this description, to stand forth as ad
vocates for Christ in the present age! 

John is supposed to have been the youngest of the 
Apostles, and appointed to the sacred function when 
he was not more than twenty-six years old. It is 
truly desirable to give up the heart to God, and begin 
his work, in early life, that our best days, and the 
vigour both of body and mind, may be devoted to 
his service. How much mischief might thus be pre
vented ! what extensive usefulness promoted! 

St. John was one of the three honoured compa
nions of Christ who were admitted to behold him in 
his glory on the mount of transfiguration §. Probably 
from that heavenly vision he was led with greater 
earnestness to contemplate and admire his divine 
Master, of whose dignity he had received such a 

* Psal. ex. 3. f Collect for St. James the Apostle, 
i Mark iii. 17. § Matt. xvii. 1. 
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transcendent proof. He recommended him, there
fore, to the regard of others, from a clear knowledge 
of his person, and an attentive consideration of his 
excellency. Thus he writes, " That which was from 
the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seenwithoureyes,which we havelooked upon,and our 
hands have handled, of the word of life declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us 

Yet even in John, who enjoyed the most intimate 
communications with the Saviour, we perceive the 
depravity of human nature. He felt the conflict 
arising from " the flesh lusting against the spirit," 
and discovered some failings that we should not have 
expected in an Apostle, and especially in one so 
much distinguished for his meekness and love. What 
other conclusion can we draw than this, " Let no 
man glory in men f ?" 

On a certain occasion, whilst Jesus inculcated hu
mility, John seemed to be convinced of acting un
suitably to his temper; at least, he desired to know 
whether his conduct had been consistent. He ob
served that he and some other of the disciples had 
seen a person casting out devils in the name of Christ, 
and forbidden him to prosecute that service, merely 
because he belonged not to their company t. This 
evidently betrayed a narrowness and bigotry of mind, 
and, as it deserved, met with a reproof. Theadmo-

whicli was now delivered teaches us that those 
a real regard to, and dependence on, the 

1 who promote his cause, ought not to 
be rashly censured or discouraged, though they as
sociate not witlrus, and though in some respects 
they differ from our sentiments. Alas! there are 
few who possess that extensive liberality which our 
religion calls for. Are we not all prone to condemn 
such as accord not exactly with our system, and 
comply not with our forms, even where we are 
forced to acknowledge that they obey the same Mas-

* iJohn i. 1—3. t 1 Cor. iii. 21. 
J Mark ix. as—40. Luke ix. 49, 50. 

ter, 

SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 



ter, and-exert themselves for the subversion of Satan's 
1'upon our Lord's journey to Jerusalem, certain 
Samaritans refused to entertain him, through their 
hatred of the Jewish nation *. John and his brother 
considered this insolent treatment as deserving of 
the severest punishment, and proposed, after the 
exampje of Elijah, to call down upon the offenders 
fire from heaven. Doubtless they acted under the 
habitual influence of love to Christ, and zeal for his 
name; yet at that time they were instigated by re
sentment, and a warmth of passion which cannot be 
justified. Jesus, therefore, sharply rebuked their 
rashness and impetuosity, as inconsistent with the 
nature of his religion and the benevolent object of 
his mission. " The Son of man is not come to de
stroy men's lives, but to save them." And shall his 
followers be furious and vindictive, or pursue their 
adversaries with bitter execrations ? Will any insults 
or injuries vindicate such a temper ? Will you plead, 
under a vehemence of this sort, that you are actuated 
by a pure regard to God and his truth ? Alas! you 
deceive yourselves: " ve know not what manner 
of spirit ye are of," Far different are the weapons 
which you should use in contending against infidels 
and heretics. " The wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God f." O, study the genius of the 
Gospel, and the tendency of its principles! Is not 
its main design to promote peace and salvation ? And 
has not the great Founder of your faith exhibited an 
astonishing example of forgiveness and kindness to 
enemies? How, then, does it appear that you have 
learned Christ, while you burn with resentment and 
indignation ? 

The warmth of our Apostle upon this occasion 
must be ascribed, in part at least, to his prejudice 
against the Samaritans, whom he had been taught to 
hate from his youth. He had often seen his Master 
insulted, and treated with greater contumely, by the 

$ Iaikeix. 61—56. f James i. 20. 
Scribes 
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Scribes and Pharisees; and yet he had never expressed 
a wish to call down fire upon them. So great is the 
force of education! Still, it must be allowed, the 
furious proposal coming from one of so sweet a dispo
sition as St. John is perfectly unaccountable, except 
we acknowledge the corrupt state of human nature, 
even in the regenerate. Thus, also, it appears, that 
many of the saints of God, in certain circumstances 
of temptation, have acted in direct opposition to 
those habits and tempers for which they are most 
distinguished. When we read of intemperance in 
Noah, anger in Moses, impatience in Job, cowardice 
in Peter, shall we wonder that some sparks of re
sentment remained even in John ? Let us beware for 
ourselves, and consider by what principles we are 
influenced: "He that trusteth in his own heart is a 
fool 

We are obliged to take notice of another instance 
in which the lustre of this eminent character was ob
scured. When our Lord was travelling to Jerusalem 
for the last time, and had just foretold his approaching 
passion, the Apostles James and John preferred a pe
tition, through the mediation of their mother, that 
they might be appointed to the highest posts in his 
kingdom f. The request arose from their carnal no
tions of the Messiah's erecting a temporal dominion, 
and evidently savoured of an ambitious spirit. It was 
particularly strange and preposterous that they should 
lay their schemes for worldly advancement, when 
informed that their Master was about to suffer the 
utmost extremity. A reproof was necessary ; and 
accordingly the Saviour reprehended them, though 
with peculiar mildness. " Ye know not," said he, 
" what ye ask." Ah ! how often do we come under 
this condemnation! Through the prevalence of wrong 
affections " we ask amiss;" and God in great mercy 
refuses to grant our supplications. 

Jesus inquired of them, " Are ye able to drink of 
* Prov. xxviii. 26. 
f Matt. xx. 17—23. Mark x. 32—40. Luke xviii. 31—34. 

the 
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the cup that 1 .hall drink of, a»d to V 
the baptism that I am baptized with . J. trp 
words, " Can you take part with me in those tre
mendous afflictions which I am going to endure. 
They did not wish to decline the most painful service ; 
but it was probably ignorance and self-confidence 
which dictated the reply, " We are able. He 
warned them to expect the severe conflict, and ob
served, that the disposal of future honours must be 
left to the sovereign pleasure ot God. Agreeably to 
this prediction, they were honoured with a stiare in 
their Master's sufferings: John with bonds, stripes, 
imprisonment, and exile; and James with a speedy 
martyrdom. , , . 

Christians, you perceive, from this example, tnat 
though in the sincerity of your hearts you have relin
quished all for the Gospel's sake, you may still be 
tempted to entertain improper thoughts and desires 
through covetousness or ambition. Can you so boast 
of your own strength as to suppose yourselves inca-
pableof being actuated by any carnal motives? Rather, 
do you not feel such corrupt affections as cover you 
with confusion, and almost overwhelm you with dis
tress ? This part of our history may afford you some 
relief. We do not vindicate what is in any measure 
opposite to a holy spiritual frame of mind. But it 
may still encourage your hope to observe, that those 
who were dear to God, and eminent in his service, 
sometimes betrayed strange inconsistencies. Let the 
subject,however,produce real humiliation, and excite 
you to constant circumspection. Being apprized of 
your danger, you should implore assistance. 

There are those who seem to exult in the failings 
of good men, as if they proved the whole system of 
religion to he a cheat and delusion. But how unfair, 
as well as impious, is such a conduct! We allow that 
even the Apostles felt some degree of prejudice, am
bition, and resentment: but does this concession 
detract from the general excellence of their charac
ter? On the contrary, does not true candour require 
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us to say that they have evinced their integrity by-
declaring their own defects? 

Will you maintain, that, because the saints of God 
are not perfect, you, who resolutely persevere in the 
practice ot sin, are^ as safe as they? Is there not an 
essential difference? Their habitual aim and delight is 
to do the will ot God ; yours to gratify your corrupt 
nature, in opposition to Him. They are humbled 
and grieved for their failures in duty ; you justify a 
continual system of transgression, and imitate them 
only in those things which they deeply lament, and 
consider as a disgrace to their profession. How to
tally dissimilar ! The comparison cannot flatter your 
pride: it shows the odiousness of your prevailing 
temper, and the danger to which your souls are 
exposed. 

Jesus .reproved the improper desires of his beloved 
disciple, but did not withdraw his kindness. John 
still remained his constant attendant., and most inti
mate friend. He was sent in company with Peter to 
prepare the passover * : and, during the last solemn 
celebration of that festival, it is rem asked that John 
leaned on the bosom of his dear Lord; that is, ac
cording to their posture at table, he sat the nearestf. 
In that place, which was granted him as a token of 
peculiar affection, he could propose questions, unper-
ceived by the rest; and accordingly, having asked 
who was the traitor, he first received the intimation 
that Judas was the man. 

St. John was admitted into the garden of Gethse-
mane at the time when the Saviour, retiring for secret 
prayer, endured his tremendous agony J. There also, 
like Peter and James, this favoured Apostle betrayed 
a very sinful remissness, and spent in sleep the pre
cious moments which ought to have been improved 
in holy watchfulness and fervent devotion. It is ac
knowledged, too, that, when his Lord was appre
hended, he, as well as the other disciples, forsook 
him and fled, in violation of the rriost solemn pro-

* Luke xxii. 8. f John xiii. 23—26. J Matt. xxvi. 36—46. 
mises. 
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mises *. Yet, being soon recovered from bis fears, 
he followed him to the place of trial, and stood there 
a silent witness of the contempt and cruelty with , 
which he was treated. 

When Jesus was nailed to the cross* exposed to all 
the insults and outrage of the people, John had the 
fortitude to continue by him, even to the la^t, and, 
probably, was the only Apostle who did sof. His 
constancy and fidelity were well compensated. His 
dying Master looked on him, and gave him a signal 
token of regard. He requested his dear mother to 
consider this beloved disciple as her own son, and 
commended her also, in her disconsolate state, to the 
care of John.. There is, at all times, a claim in 
wretchedness to protection and relief. But the pre® 
sent was a peculiar affliction, exciting peculiar sym
pathies. The parent of the holy Sufferer, in those 
moments when every bequest is sacred, was com
mitted to the Apostle, as a mother claiming his 
support. He acknowledged the obligation and the 
trust, received her to his house, and treated her with 
all filial tenderness and respect. Shall not we, like
wise, learn to maintain a firm attachment to the 
Saviour, be mindful of his solemn injunctions, and 
esteem ourselves honoured in fulfilling them? 
Though we can show no personal kindness to him or 
his parent, yet he has constituted the poor as his re
presentatives, and intrusted them to us. Let none 
of his people refuse or neglect the charge. 

When Christ was risen from the dead, our Apostle, 
accompanied by Peter, ran with eager haste to ex
amine the sepulchre, upon the report of Mary Mag
dalene. It should seem that from his view of the 
place, and of the orderly disposition of the burial-
clothes, he was the first who believed the important 
fact of the resurrection J. On the evening of the 
same day he was one of the assembly to whom Jesus 
appeared; but probably he was not. favoured with 

* Matt. xxvi. 56. + John xix. 26, 27. 
t Johnxx. 1—JO. See Weston the Resurrection* 
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any separate vision of him ; nor could that be need
ful, if, as we suppose, his faith was sufficiently con
firmed. When lishing with certain disciples, on the 
sea of Tiberias, he first recollected the person of his 
Lord, who called to them from the shore *. A re
markable interview ensued, at the close of which we 
are struck with one circumstance, which evinced his 
humility, love, and zeal. When Peter received an 
injunction to attend the Saviour, John waited not for 
any such express direction, but instantly rose up, as 
if eager to show his attachment, • and with silent 
meekness followed f. Let us examine whether we 
possess a readiness of this kind, to go after Christ 
wherever he shall lead the way. When he is pleased 
to intimate his will, are there no hesitations, no 
delays or misgivings? Our conduct, more than our 
professions, should declare our desire to enter on his 
service. 

The curiosity of Peter, respecting John's future 
destination, was immediately checked by that sin
gular reply ; " If I will that he tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee?" It was concluded, from this ex
pression, that the Apostle should not die: but the 
opinion arose from a mistaken interpretation. It 
seemed, however, to be implied, that he was designed 
to be spared in the church till the coming of Christ 
for the destruction of Jerusalem. The event, at least, 
was such: he was one of those who did not taste of 
death till the kingdom of God, in that awful dispensa
tion, was accomplished J. Whatever changes may 
await us, let us leave ourselves and all our concerns 
to our Lord's disposal. Only let us follow him with
out reserve, as did this man of God, and endeavour 
to employ our time usefully and honourably, whether 
a longer or a shorter space may yet remain. 

After the ascension of Christ, St. John appeared 
more conspicuous, and probably shone with greater 
splendour than before. He is described as continuing 

* John xxi. j, Sec. f See Doddr. Expos. Vol.ii. Sect. 201. 
£ Matt. xvi. 28. 
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in holy fellowship with his brethren, resolutely ad
hering to the cause of his Master amidst formidable 
dangers, boldly and vigorously pursuing the grand 
objects of his sacred function. On the day ot 
tecost, he, together with the other Apostles, received 
the miraculous effusion of the Spirit, and was em
ployed in gathering in the remarkable harvest, when 
three thousand souls were converted. He is exhibited 
to our notice as the companion of St. Peter in many 
of his labours and persecutions. They two were 
going up to worship at the temple, when the lame 
man attracted their benevolent regard, and expe
rienced their power of healing *. They were preach
ing to the people, when the priests and rulers appre
hended them, and cast them into prison f. With 
undaunted courage they stood together before the 
council, despised their threatenings, and expressed a 
firm determination " to obey God rather than men." 
Again they were thrust into a dungeon, and rescued 
by an Angel +. Being scourged and menaced, they 
rejoiced in the honour to which they were called, 
" and daily in the temple, and in every house, they 
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ." 

St. John, likewise, was commissioned, as the asso
ciate of Peter, to go down from Jerusalem to confirm 
the young converts in Samaria §. There they im
parted spiritual gifts, and declared the tidings of 
peace and salvation, through the Redeemer's name, 
in many towns and villages. The chief residence of 
our Apostle was at Jerusalem, where St. Paul dis
tinguished him as one of the main pillars of the 
church 1|. But after some time he removed to Ephesus, 
and thence took his circuits for the promulgation of 
the Gospel in Asia, " labouring in word and doc
trine," and establishing many Christian societies IT. 
At length, when the Roman emperor Domitian 
raised a violent persecution, it is said that John was 
sent to Rome, that he might be put to death, 

* Actsiii. l,&c. f iv. 1, &c. J v. 17, Sec. § viii. 14—25. 
|J GaJ. ii, 9. See Cave's Lives of the Apostles, 
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being plunged into a caldron of boiling oil, came out 
unhurt. Whether or no that tradition be well found-
ed, he was banished to Patmos, a small island in the 
Egean sea, condemned, as he himself affirms, " for 
the .W(^rd of God, and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ . In that dreary situation he continued for 
nearly two years, and then, upon Domitian's decease, 
returned to his charge at Ephesus, where he long 
remained a blessing to the church, a faithful wit
ness and strenuous advocate for the truth of the 
Gospel. 

It is recorded, that, at a very advanced age, beino-
unable to walk or preach, he was constantly carried 
to the public assemblies, and there exhorted the 
people by that short sentence, so expressive of his 
general spirit, "My little children, let us love one 
another. At last, though in his life he had suffered 
severer agonies than the pains of martyrdom, he 
died in peace, having been wonderfully preserved 
from violence, for the benefit of others, till he had 
attained almost a hundred years. 

Let us admire and praise the grace of God, ex-
hibited in this eminent Apostle, and consider our 
obligations to imitate his example. There are those, 
peihaps, who plead that they are not called to the 
same high function. But do you, therefore, justify 
your carnal affections and pursuits? Or do you 
think it allowable, in a private situation, to be proud, 
selfish, indolent, and revengeful ? If you profess 
Christianity, you ought to be followers of St. John, 
so far as to manifest similar dispositions. In your 
place, and according to your measure, you should 
be kind and gentle, bold and active, faithful and 
persevering in the service of Christ. But if the cor-
rupt desires of the flesh predominate in your minds, 
if you love the world and the things of the world, if 
you are ashamed of, or averse to, the exercises of 
devotion, your pretences to religion are vain. 

Uur Apostle lived to see the Gospel propagated to 
* Rev. i, 9. 

a largo 
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a large extent, yea, through the greater part ot the 
known world. But he beheld, also, the corruption, 
•as well as the increase, of the Christian church. 
Many pernicious errors were, even in that early age, 
broached and disseminated, relating to the person ot 
the Redeemer! among other talse doctrines, that was 
the chief which denied his divinity. An opinion so 
dangerous could not but excite the notice and grief 
of this venerable preacher of the faith : and accord
ingly, in the ardour of his love to God and men, he 
set himself to oppose it with firmness. T. his, said 
he, " is that spirit of antichrist, whereof you have 
heard that it should come; and even now already is 
it in the world V Ought we not to lament that 
ancient heresies are revived in the present day, arid 
threaten to deluge our land? Or shall we be in 
different about the consequence ? Is it of no import
ance in what light the Saviour is regarded,—whether 
he be worshipped and adored as God over all^ or de
graded into a mere man like ourselves? "Where is 
our fidelity ? where our zeal for the truth ? 

We bless God for the writings of the Apostle, 
which will enable us to resist and confute the erro
neous and destructive representations of perverse 
and ungodly men. He was honoured in being 
employed as one of the sacred authors ot the New 
Testament: and, while we confess that ''all 
ture is given by inspiration of God," and clai 
regard, we perceive a peculiar sweetness, 
tuality, and sublimity, in St. Johns composi 
Probably for the clear and comprehensive revelations 
with which he was favoured, the profound mysteries 
which he has delivered, and the heavenly manner 
in which he has treated them, he has been called the 
Divine. 

His Gospel was published after all the others, not 

ST. JOHN. 
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only for the purpose of recording many things which 
they had omitted, but with an especial view to op
pose the heresies of the Gnostics, and to assert the 
Godhead of Christ. He introduces the history with 
an elevated preface, in which he has explicitly de
clared the excellency and deity of his Master; and 
he relates many of those wonderful discourses, which 
prove and display the supreme perfections of Jesus. 
He bears a decided testimony, even towards the 
close of life, not only that the Word, which was 
made flesh, originally was with God, and was God, 
but also that he himself " beheld his glory," and' 
"received of his fulness Let us pray for more 
enlarged conceptions of " the great mystery of god
liness and, as we advance in the knowledge and 
love ofChrist, these authentic memorials will become 
more and more precious in our estimation. 

The epistles of St. John discover the distinguishing 
part of his character. Every reader must acknow
ledge that the inspired author breathed nothing but 
love. And is not this allowed to be the peculiar 
badge of our profession ? Yet, alas ! we lament that 
contrary dispositions prevail in the Christian world. 
"What confusion is produced among us by envy, 
strife, and revenge! We would, therefore, enforce 
the exhortations of the Apostle: "Beloved, let it 
love one another: for love is of God; and every one 
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God: He 
that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is love f." 
According to this decision, but few have attained the 
right knowledge of the Gospel; and those who have 
made the greatest progress have yet much more to 
learn. 

The sublime and mysterious book of the Revela
tions was written by St. John during his banishment 
in the isle of Patmos. The Lord God vouchsafed to 
favour him with singular visions and discoveries, and 
to place him, as it were, on the verge of heaven, 
when excluded from human society. The counsels 

* John i. 1—1$. + j John iv. 7, 8. 
Of 
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of Jehovah, respecting future ages, were deckred to 
him ; and these he has faithfully recorded. Here, 
then, is exhibited a series of prophecy, which un
folds the grand schemes of Providence, even to the 
end of the world. May we read and contemplate 
with holy reverence and admiration ! 

The glories of the celestial state were, in some 
measure, disclosed to the Apostle's view. He saw 
the throne of God, and heard the high praises of the 
Redeemer, which are continually chanted by innu-
merable myriads of saints and angels. No other part 
of the Bible contains such exalted descriptions of God 
and his kingdom as this inspired book. Do they not 
excite wonder, love, and joy ? Should we not exult 
in the prospect of that felicity which is here brought 
before us? Or can we be content with that poor sor
did satisfaction which the earth affords? Rather, 
are we not weaned and disgusted with its best pos
sessions? And do we not long to join " the glori 
company of the Apostles," who are now admitted 
into the beatific presence of God? We dare not say 
who out of this number is accounted first in dignity: 
but we presume that he, who, by way of eminence, 
was styled " the Disciple whom Jesus loved," 
placed near to his adorable Lord. 

However bright were the views of St. John in 
life, yet they were comparatively faint and obscure. 
He saw " through a glass darkly ;" but now he sees 
"face to face Now he is favoured with clearer 
and larger discoveries of the glory of God and tne 
mystery of redemption: and now he better under
stands the excellency of " the holy Jerusalem," in 
which is " the throne of God and of the Lamb j*.' 
That exalted state is prepared, not for the Apostles 
only, but, as we trust, for many among ourselves. 
Do you aspire to that high honour? You niust pos
sess a meetness for it: you must have the seal of 
God in your foreheads ; you must wash your robes, 
and make them white in the blood of the Lamb 

# i Cor. xiii. I S -  f Rev.xxii. 3 .  J vii. 3, 14. 
Like 



Like St. John, cultivate an intercourse with Jesus 
and apply for fresh communications out " of his ful' 
ness," even " grace for grace Be willing to labour 
and to suffer tor him till you finish your course on 
earth and then you shall shortly join with Prophets 
and Apostles in that elevated song, "Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever +." Amen. 

* John i. 16. f Rer. v. 13. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Herod Antipas, his rank and character—his incestuous 
marriage—imprisoned John Baptist—yet revered 
him—heard him gladly—and made a partial refor
mation—was restrained from destroying him, through 
fear of the people—at length beheaded him—was 
afraid of his being raised from the dead—threatened 
Jesus—examined and insulted him—died in exile. 

HUMAN nature will be found the same under all 
the variety of circumstances in which it can be 
placed. If, therefore, we compare past and present 
times, or take a view ot different situations in life, 
we may expect that similar characters will occur to 
our observation. But, while we remark in what re
spects others have failed, or by what temptations 
they have been overcome, may we be warned from 
their examples, and avoid those snares which have 
already proved so fatal 1 

One of exalted rank is now introduced to our no
tice; yet, possibly, a near resemblance ofhirn may 
be traced in persons of a lower condition. It is 
Herod, surnamed Antipas, of whom certain particu
lars are related by the Evangelists. He was the son 
of that Herod, called the Great, who sought the 
destruction of the infant Saviour, and massacred the 
children at Beth-lehem. This man possessed only a 
part of his father s dominions, over which he presided 
merely as the vicegerent of the Roman emperor, 
with the title of Tetrarch or King of Galilee. His
torians are agreed that he was a prince of licentious 
and abandoned conduct, of which, indeed, sufficient 
proofs are given. We shall confine ourselves to those 
circumstances which the Scriptures have recorded : 



and, agreeably to this short account, he will appe; 
to have opposed the most solemn warnings an 
strong convictions, and sacrificed every principle t 
the gratification of his lust. May we be aware of 01 
own danger, and learn to restrain those sensual de 
sires " which war against the soul !" 

tie rod had divorced his own wife, and joined birr 
self to another by an adulterous and incestuous cor 
nexion: he had married the wife of his brothe 
Philip, after having basely seduced her from h< 
husband. This led to various enormities, and pr( 
duced complicated troubles. John the Baptist, bein 
sent for to Herod's court, probably from motives < 
curiosity, perceived, and dared not to connive at, tl 
sinful practices of the king. The preacher sougl 
not his favour, and feared not his displeasure. As 

j| bold advocate for God, not " having respect to pe 
sons, he brought a heavy charge of guilt again* 
the royal hearer, and reprehended him, with fidelit 
and plainness, " for all the evils which he ha 
done*.' This was not a general invective agains 
his immoralities; a particular application was mad 
to his conscience for the continued commission o 
adultery and incest. John declared his connexioi 
with Herodias to be highly criminal, and called upoi 
him to put away the woman, with whom the law; 
both of God and man forbad him to cohabit. 

This honest address produced not the desire( 
effect. Alas! reproofs are seldom well received 
Most persons rise with anger against him who is si 
much their friend as to tell them of their faults 
What, then, could be expected from an imperioui 
and licentious prince ? There are few who dare t( 
rebuke sin in a palace: it is the unhappy prerogativt 
of dign ity to be considered as above control. Those: 
W JO possess an exalted station, are apt to spurn with 
pQnp?n'°n at any restraint which an inferior, and 

y a Preache^ attempt to impose. Bui 
en , on such occasions, is not confined to 

Matt. xiv. 3—^, Mark vi. 17—20. Luke iii. 19, 20. 
kings; 
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kings; we perceive that many in lower life are in
capable of bearing any sharp reprehension. Have we 
not been displeased with the faithful admonitions of 
a companion or minister? Have we not desired to 
hear no more of such unpleasant subjects, and, in
stead of profiting by the serious counsel, meditated 
revenge against its author? But surely we are 
own enemies when we quarrel with those who h?1*1 

pure benevolence point out to us " all the evils which 
we have done," and charge us to relinquish what 
cannot lawfully retain. 

Herod was enraged, and his officers were immedi
ately commissioned to bind and imprison the Baptist. 
It is remarked that he " added yet this above all, as 
if it were the greatest of all his enormities, " that he 
shut up John in prison." The persecution of God s 
servants, for the upright and zealous performance of 
their duty, is an offence peculiarly heinous ; and He, 
whose cause they plead, will avenge the injury. The 
opposition, as in the case before us, generally arises 
from the uneasiness which sinners feel upon a bold 
and unreserved representation of their guilt and dan
ger. O that their anger were turned against them
selves, and not against their reprover; that they 
would endeavour not to silence him, but to reform 
their own evil conduct! If Herod had understood 
his true happiness or interest, he would have em
braced John as his best friend; and the ministry of 
that good man might have been continued for a much 
longer period. 

Yet there were some favourable appearances in 
Herod; and it may seem a matter of wonder that 
the strong convictions which he felt were so transient 
or inefficacious. His adulterous queen was more 
incensed than he, and, from the first, wished to de
stroy the Baptist. Probably she apprehended, that, 
through the preacher's admonitions, she should lose 
her influence, and be dismissed with disgrace. She, 
therefore, urged the king not merely to imprison out 
to kill him, that they might no longer be troubled 

with 

m 
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with his insolence. To t.his proposal, however 
Herod would not yield an immediate compliance 
he was restrained by a powerful impression upon hi 
mind. " He feared John, knowing that he was ; 
just man, and an holy." This circumstance de 
mauds our attention. The Lord God put an honou 
upon his faithful servant, and made him respectabl 
in chains, even before the most enraged enemies 
isuch a power very frequently accompanies eminen 
examples of godliness. It keeps in awe, and oftei 
terrifies, the persons who are disposed to persecute 
Herod was struck with reverence for the man whon 
he had cast into a dungeon, and, under the viev 
of John's singular holiness, probably perceived hi 
own baseness, so as to be distressed with painfu 
apprehensions. 

The prisoner, it should seem, was not afraid of tb 
king. What have those to dread who have the Lor< 
Jehovah on their side? They possess a never-failim 
source of confidence and joy, and may therefori 
exult in defiance of their most violent opposers 
though rucks and tortures be prepared for their de 
struction. Be of good courage, you who follow the 
Lamb, and be " not terrified by your adversaries," 
whatever strength or authority tbey may boast of. 
I hey themselves, perhaps, may be inwardly dis

mayed, at the very time when they appear most 
formidable. That furious prince and persecutor, 

haul, was afraid of David, because the Lord was 
with him *. Only let your enemies perceive in 
you a consistent and exemplary conduct, and then, 
however they may affect to reproach, they cannot 
really despise you. We may appeal to them if there 
is not. one or another whom they dislike for his reli
gion, and yet cannot look at without a secret awe 
and terror on their minds, " knowing him to be a 
Jjistnian and an holy." At some times it appears, 
inat, under this impression, they would relinquish 

" ^oi Idly enjoyment, if they might exchange 
* I Sara, xviii. jg. 

conditions. 
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conditions. O that they would yield to their own 
convictions, drop their opposition against those whom 
in their consciences they believe to be the objects of 
divine regard, and cordially join with them in zealous 
exertions for the cause of God and his tru,th ! 

Herod was not merely restrained from violence by 
a reverence for the Baptist; it should seem that he 
listened to his instructions, even after his imprison
ment. Probably he sent for him, as Felix did for 
Paul *, " and communed with him." We conclude, 
also, that he paid attention to his doctrine; for it is 
expressly said that he " observed him," and, what 
is still more remarkable, that he " heard him gladly." 
On certain occasions, at least, his affections were 
much moved: lie could not but commend and ad
mire the honesty of the preacher, arid perhaps would 
have shown no resentment if one particular subject 
had been avoided. 

Some may inquire, How can persons of such a 
character as Herod receive any pleasure from the 
plain and faithful declarations of God's word? Pos
sibly the speaker may be approved; his abilities, 
address, or elocution, may excite notice and applause, 
even where the principles he maintains, and the 
practical exhortations he delivers, are not regarded. 
The novelty, importance, and sublimity of the things 
chiefly insisted on, may seem for a time to entertain 
and interest the hearers, who may, therefore, be in
duced to take great pains in frequenting the divine 
ordinances. This may be the case where no spiritual 
affections are exercised, where the grand peculiarities 
of the Gospel are not understood, and 110 effectual 
application made to the conscience. O, beware of 
resting in such a superficial attendance! Think it 
not enough to distinguish truth from error, or to 
discover a fervour of zeal for right doctrines; be not 
satisfied in feeling admiration and delight while the 
awful mysteries of redemption are exhibited, and 
" good tidings of great joy" are announced. If you 

* Acts xxiv. 26. 
experience 
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experience no godly sorrow for sin, no warm attach
ment to the Saviour, uo renovation of heart by the 
Spirit, the sermons which you hear may afford you 
entertainment, but will not promote your salvation. 

This is indeed a tremendous case; and yet it has 
frequently occurred. Of such auditors the Lord 
God thus warned the Prophet Ezekiel: " Lo, thou 
art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath 
a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: 
for they hear thy words, but they do them not*" 
Many of like description attended on the Saviour. 
Multitudes of men and women expressed such de
light in listening to his doctrine, that they travelled 
after him with much weariness and expense: yet 
many of them entirely forsook him; and some, who 
had, probably, sung Hosanna to his name, soon after
wards cried out, with extreme malignity, " Crucify 
him, crucify him." John the Baptist had other 
hearers of this sort besides Herod, who, as our Lord 
testified, " were willing for a season to rejoice in 
his lightt" At first they were so struck with his 
solemn declarations of the Messiah's approach as to 
be transported with wonder and joy. But, when he 
boldly reproved their iniquitous conduct, and called 
them" to the practice of mortification, they basely 
calumniated his ministry, and exclaimed, " He hath 
a  d e v i l  t " '  

Herod, however, advanced further than merely ex
pressing an admiration of the preacher; he was roused 
to action, and attempted a reformation. Convinced 
of the necessity of a change, " he did many things,' 
relinquished many of his evil habits, and applied 
himself to the performance of various duties. This 
appeared promising indeed. But Herodias was still 
retained : he would not renounee his connexion with 
that infamous woman; and thus he betrayed the un
soundness of his heart. The real convert rests not 
in a partial amendment of life ; he will abhor and 
forsake one sin as well as another, and yie4d a sin-

• Erek. xxxiii. 82^ f John v. 35. J Luke ril 33. 
cere 
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sere and uniform regard to every knownprecept lf, 
then under the awakening influence of the word ot 
God vou profess to be penitents, examine faithfully 
whether you are « new creatures." Has an universal 
renovation been produced? Are you determine^ 
by divine grace, to put away all ungodliness ? Have 
you made no reserve? Do you plead for ^ ex
ception ? Is there not a " sin which easily besets 
vou " and to which, from your constitution or situ
ation, you are most exposed? Is this what you are 
unwilling to abandon ? This is, more than any 
other the Herodias which must be divorced : for, 
if the favourite passion still retain its ascendancy, 
where is your deliverance from the love and power 

Perhaps there is no carnal affection more insnaring, 
or more generally fatal, than lust. To what horrible 
ravages has it given rise! Many have been gradually 
allured bv It from one transgression to another, till 
thev have been led into such enormities ot conduct 
as thev once thought themselves incapable ot com-
mining. What will not men sacrifice to the grati
fication of their libidinous desires? They will dis
regard their interest, health, and reputation, violate 
the strongest ties and engagements, despise every 
admonition, oppose their own convictions, and, even 
while they feel the worth of their immortal souls, 
obstinately plunge into final perdition. vv hat a 
crievous infatuation is this! Herod is but one, out 
of thousands, who will have to lament for ever a 
fond attachment to a shameless woman. How just 
is that description of the adulteress: " She hath cast 
down many wounded; yea, many strong men have 
been slain by her. Her house is the way to liell, 
going down to the chambers ot death • 

Let us mark the event with the king of Galilee. 
Highly as he reverenced the Baptist, he was at length 
persuaded to consent to his death, probably through 
the importunate entreaties of Herodias. let, for a 

* Prov. vii. 26, 27. 
time, 
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time, he was prevented from proceeding to any act 
of violence. " He feared the people," who univer-
sally regarded John as a prophet, and might have 
raised a general sedition, to avenge his murder. 
What! did he not fear to wound his own conscience, 
to shed innocent blood, provoke the fierce anger of 
the Lord, and destroy his precious soul? No: but 
he dreaded the resentment of a mob. A poor motive, 
indeed! Yet it is well for society that sinners are, 
in any way, restrained from effecting their purposes. 
Frequently, when good principles fail, some mer
cenary worldly considerations have a strong influ
ence. Thus one. evil passion keeps down another; 
and no persons, perhaps, feel themselves at liberty 
to do all that is in their hearts. Were it otherwise, 
the utmost confusion would prevail; and, such is our 
hatred of true religion, the church itself would be 
soon extirpated. How wonderful is the government 
which is maintained over the human race! 

After some time, however, an occasion offered for 
the accomplishment of Herodias's wish. In an hour 
of temptation she carried her point: the compliant 
king was induced to give up his objections. At a 
splendid banquet, prepared for the celebration of 
his birth-day, when the daughter of his queen had 
danced before him and his nobles with great ap
plause, he declared with an oath that he would grant 
her some mark of his favour, whatever she would 
ask, though it were the half of his dominion *. This 
was an instance of extreme rashness, and produced 
the most terrible effects. Alas! what can we ex
pect from entertainments which are calculated to 
inflame and gratify the passions? The young wo
man was persuaded by her mother to claim the head 
of John the Baptist, who had excited her resentment. 
How strange the proposal! But a vindictive mind 
wiU give up every consideration for the sake of 
wreaking- its vengeance on an enemy. 

Herod himse l f  appeared to be struck with horror 
* Matt. x i v .  6 —11. Mark vi. 21—28. 

at 
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at the thought of perpetrating the atrocious deed, 
and vet had not firmness enough to resist. How
ever his conscience migh t remonstrate, he determine 
not to exasperate Herodias by a refusal, and argued 
absurdly, that, unless he complied, he would 
despised by bis nobility for weakness and mcon-
stancv. He consented, therefore, to the request, 
though with visible reluctance, and instantly com
manded the head of the Lord's prophet to be severed 
from the body, and introduced into the company, as 
an object, probably, of their profane sport and con
temptuous ridicule. Yet, if we make a right esti
mate of things, we shall be disposed to envy the 
condition of the Baptist, expiring by the hand of 
violence, rather than that of Herod, exalted upon d 
throne of iniquity. 

It should seem the king pretended a regard to 
veracity in this base transaction: he was unwilling 
to violate his oath. What vile dissimulation was 
this ! To avoid the chaTge of perjury, he committed 
a murder of peculiar enormity. No declarations, 
however confirmed by an oath, could have bound him 
to act in direct opposition to the clearest commands 
of God. It was his indispensable duty to depart 
from the promise, and repent of the rashness from 
which it proceeded. Probably the pretext was false. 
He perpetrated the crime, not to satisfy his con
science, but to preserve his credit among the courtiers, 
to silence the importunate clamours of his queen, 
and perhaps with a view of procuring ease to himseli, 
by removing so troublesome a reprover. 

Here we remark the ruinous tendency and progress 
o f  s i n .  T h e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  l u s t  i s s u e d  i n m u r d e r ;  
and, we fear, it is no uncommon event. When men 
abandon themselves to the indulgence of their sen
sual desires, no hounds will be sufficient to restrain 
them. They may be hurried from one base action 
to another, and be determined to persevere even while 
they themselves recoil at every step they take. Let 
us beware of yielding to those solicitations, wbic -

VOL. IV. n 
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will be encouraged by our compliance to increase 
their demands upon us, and may produce the most 
tremendous consequences. We may be exasperated 
by the rebukes of a faithful mouitor, and induced 
to adopt some violent measures against him. But, 
though we should succeed in that point, still we 
may not be able to sin without restraint: we may 
carry about with us an inward tormentor, and, like 
Pashur, become a terror to ourselves *. 

Herod was freed from John's reproofs, and per* 
sisted in his iniquity; but he could not forget that 
innocent blood had been shed, and under that con
viction was rendered miserable. Some time after
ward, having heard remarkable accounts of Jesus, he 
was filled with perplexing fears lest this should be 
the very person now restored to life whom he had 
beheaded. Did the oppressor expect the retaliation 
of his cruelty; the murderer, the approach of an 
avenger? It should seem the remembrance of the 
Baptist haunted him as a continual accuser. How 
powerful is the voice of conscience \ Amidst all the 
pomps of a palace it will speak, and make the king 
upon his throne tremble. The mind of Herod could 
not be quieted by all the blandishments of his 
amorous queen, nor by his own libertine principles. 
He is generally supposed to have embraced the Sad-
ducean notion of the soul's mortality, and to have 
disbelieved a resurrection. But, in the present case, 
he could not act the infidel: recollecting the violence 
he had committed, he was troubled by the appre
hension of John's returning to life. Let us learn to 
reverence that monitor which we feel within us ; 
for, if we attend not to its dictates in due season, it 
may prove a severe tormentor. 

The uneasiness of Herod had no good effect. As 
be afterwards threatened to destroy Jesus, it is ob
vious that he remained an " enemy of all righteous-

Our Lord despised his menaces, and, in reply, 
calling him a fox, has justified the conclusfbn that 

* Jcr.xx.  3,  4.  
the 
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the king possessed the subtle and voracious dispose 
tion of that wild and detested animal*. It was the 
same Herod before whom the Saviour stood snugged 
as a criminal, just before his crucifixion t- He was 
Sadofthe opportunity to examine so remarkable a 
prisoner; but his motive was no better than a curious 
desire of seeing some miracle performed by 
worker of wonders. He proposed a variety ot ques
tions to which Jesus returned no answer. Our Lord 
well knew his character, what opportunities of in
formation he had neglected, what convictions he had 
resisted, and therefore refused to afford htm any fur
ther instructions. This circumstance conveys a so
lemn admonition. " Behold, now is the accepted 
time- behold, now is the day of salvation +. 1 he 
gracious offers which are yet made, if contemptuously 
reiected, may never be repeated. „ , , 

Unhappy Herod! Had he been property affected, 
even then, with a sense of his condition,-had he pos
sessed an honest, humble, teachable disposition, 
that interview with the Saviour would have been a 
blessing indeed. But, as the case stood, it tended 
only to aggravate his guilt and condemnation. He 
treated the Lord Christ with insolent contempt, as if 
his pretensions to royalty were absurd in the ex
treme He " set him at nought, and mocked him, 
and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him 
again to Pilate." Those two unrighteous governors, 
who had been at variance, were reconciled on that 
occasion, and then, probably, joined their counsels 
together, in opposition to the Redeemer. It is not 
uncommon for sinners, who are incensed against 
each other, to lay aside their private quarrels and 
party distinctions, that they may unite with greater 
Ibrce against the Gospel. O Lord,» Of a truth, against 
thv holy Child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles^ and 
the people of Israel, were gathered together §. 

At last the judgment of God overtook this proud 
• Luke xiii. 31,32. fxxiii.7-W. JaCor.vi.2. §AetsW^27 
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offender. He suffered such a total defeat in battle 
from Avetas, king of Arabia, whose daughter he 
had married and divorced, that the Jews them-
selves considered it as the effect of divine venge
ance upon him, for the murder of John the Bap
tist* . He was afterwards driven from his high 
station with disgrace, and both he and his adulterous 
queen died in exile at Lyons in Gaul. 

Such was Herod : but now, turning our attention 
to ourselves, let us inquire, What is our own cha
racter? Will any persons undertake to justify the 
licentious conduct which is here exhibited ? Sinners, 
do you not perceive the ruinous tendency of your 
evil passions ? What fruit have you received, or are 
you likely to receive ? Is not the faithful servant of 

1 Christ, under all his contempt and persecution, 
more truly honourable and happy than the king of 
Galilee? And, if we look beyond the present scene, 
how tremendous a prospect opens upon all those 
" that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ f!" O "repent, and turn 
yourselves from all your transgressions ; so iniquity 
shall not be your ruin i !" "Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world § 1" 

1" For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life 11." 

* Josephus, f 2 Thess. i. 8. $ Ezek. xviii. 30. § John i. 29. 
(| iii. 16. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Stephen chosen a deacon his and 
founded certain disputants—arr t . 
sanhedrim-shone with a miraculous 
on his defence-incensed the 
opened—commended his soul to Jesyst / , * 
his murderers—died—was buried and lamented. 

Tn different ages the church of Christ hassti uggletl 
with extreme violence of opposition. This has tended 
7o exhibit the enmity of the human heart against 
true religion; but it has also given occasjorv to the 
brightest displays of the power, love, and faithful 
ness of God, in administering support and Comfort 
tn his suffering people. In the mean time tl 
pel has received abundant confirmation, while many 
have cheerfully endured contempt and to"ures; anJ 
laid down their lives, in its defence. May every 
reader be encouraged " to follow the Lamb through 
severest difficulties, and learn from the present ex
ample to exercise prudence and meekness, as wel 

7pfil and courage, in his service. 
We are now called to contemplate the character 

of one who imbibed much of the Saviour s spirit 
trod in his steps with singular firmness, and, after 
eminent usefulness, obtained, before any others in 
the Christian church, the honourable crown of mai-

-tvrdom. Amongst that illustrious company who 
have fought and bled in a glorious manner for the 
testimony of Jesus, none shines with greater splen
dour than St. Stephen. In his dying beliav.our es-
necialiy, we perceive a rich assemblage of giaces, 
which we should keep in view for our own imitatv 
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He is introduced to our notice as one of the seven 
first deacons at Jerusalem. That the Apostles might 
be relieved from the care of the poor, and give 
themselves entirely to the spiritual duties of their 
function, proper persons were chosen for the regular 
and impartial distribution of the public money; 
though it is presumed their attention was not con
fined merely to temporal concerns *. None, doubt* 
less, were invested with this office, but such as were 
of known integrity, piety, and discretion. The di
rection of the Apostles was, " Look ye out from 
among you seven men of honest report, full of the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over 
this business." Of this description was St. Stephen, 
He stands the foremost in the list, and probably sur
passed the rest in his gifts and attainments. "They 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith, and of the Holy 
Ghost." 

O, how desirable it is that all the departments in 
the church were occupied by persons of similar en
dowments! Those who are not previously possessed 
of spiritual knowledge and experience, in private 
life, are not likely to discharge any public trust with 
credit and advantage. Preferment generally proves 
a snare and a curse to those who do not sincerely de-
rote themselves to the service of God, and exert 
their abilities, whatever they may be, for his glory: 
and such cases stamp reproach and infamy on our 
holy profession. Let us pray that God would raise 
up among us faithful witnesses for his truth, and 
open the way for their admission to those sacred 
functions for which he is pleased to qualify them 
by his Spirit. Thus we may hope that his work will 
be revived, and the general languor which we now 
iarnent succeeded by real fervour of devotion. 

At the period to which we here refer, we con
template the church in a prosperous state. Its mi
nisters were all diligent and vigorous, and the con-

* Acts vi. 1, Ac. 
duct 
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duct of iti various 
Me. Accordingly,, ™ ®umbe? of 'the disciple, 
of God increased, a _Qi.iv » Their external cir-
multiplied in Jerusalem gr Gamaliel's ad-
cumstances, also, were: f cation for a season. 
vice had stopped the ra0e p faith, through 
But the amazmg propagation , characters, 
the zealous exeil ° Such a man as 
again excited a furious pp • ^ service, 
St. Stephen, so 

fn'hiSlfTe'lTeSS of̂ r̂elĵ uU 
the more earnestly and confirmed his doc-
preached with peculiar fer » SDirit which 
L„,» „s the ? Itfcfrlde to 
lerSi «*»» 

truth before these subtle disputants. In this come* 
he Gained through divine assistance, a dec.dedv.c-
tr>rv He'sDake by a wisdom superior to his oirn, 
winch astonished and irresistibly is 

of attack. When reasoning failed, they triea tuc 
effect of slanderous and malicious invectives, if general »e disposed to misrepresent and re.de 
what they have in vain endeavoured to confute. A 
citations were sought for, and 
hired to assert a base calumny. The minds ot tne 
people were inflamed, and even 
of the city engaged in the opposition. Steph J 

w-

if 
If 

H 
It 

I i§ 
r 4 
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apprehended, ana with rage and violence dragged 
before the grand council of the sanhedrim. A show 
of justice was preserved: the prisoner was put upon 
his trial, and witnesses called, who declared, "We 
have heard him speak blasphemous words against 

< Moses, and against God." In support of their accu
sation it was alleged that Stephen had predicted the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, and a 
change of the Mosaic law, through the interposition 
of that Jesus whom he had preached. 

The charge was false: probably he had not spoken 
all that was asserted, and the prediction in itself, in 
its utmost extent, was far removed from blasphemy 
or profaneness. He might have used certain expres
sions concerning the vengeance which the Lord 
would execute upon them for their unbelief: and 
these they maliciously misconstrued and perverted, 
adding somewhat of their own, and inferring from 
them more than could justly be concluded. In the 
same way the characters of religious persons more 
frequently suffer by oblique insinuations, unfair de
ductions, and wrong interpretations, than by direct 
lies. We need not be surprised, if, in our defence 
of the truth, our words be wilfully mistaken, and 
" our good be evil-spoken of." We owe it to the 
overruling influence of God's providence, wonder
fully restraining the malevolence of bis enemies, that 
we are at any time preserved from the poisonous 
attacks of false tongues. If we consider-how soon 
our reputation, substance, liberty, or life itself, might 
be taken away, only by "setting up false witnesses," 
as in the case of Stephen, we shall see abundant , 
reason to admire and praise the power and wisdom of 
God, by which he keeps the world in awe. 

The prisoner stood at the bar, and, the charge 
being brought, the eyes of the court were fixed upon 
him. And what did they behold? Were there any 
signs of guilt, any terror or confusion, discoverable 
in his countenance? No: they saw him not only 
composed and undaunted, but filled with lively joy, 
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' TO, was mo;e 
the natural effects of a good conscience, ofI a pu 
zeal for God, or an assurance of his love, though 
these will afford support and comfort in extreme 
dangers. Here a miraculous, a divine splendour 
was diffused, which was a singular honour conferred 
upon St. Stephen, and which his enemies ought t 
have acknowledged as an evident token that God 
was with him. They " saw his face asithad been 
the face of an angel," majestic and glorious. Were 
they not, then, s°o struck with the phenomenon as 
to desist from the prosecution, "lest they should be 
found even to fight against God ? Adas. such »s 1 

blindness and obduracy of the human heart, 
external evidence will, of itself, produce any proper 
religious convictions: not the vision of an angel t om 
heaven; nor the testimony of a miserable spirit, u 
released from its confinement in hell*. 

Accordingly, the court, disregarding "ncom-
- nl0n appearance, proceeded in the trial, and the high-

pnest as president of the council, put the prisoner 
upon his defencef. Then Stephen spake in his own 
vindication. Yet perhaps, upon viewing the strain 
of the holy advocate, we may view him as an orator 
who brought, rather than repelled, an accusation. 
More solicitous to save his audience than procure his 
discharge, he solemnly warned them not to reject the 
gracious proposal of God by his faithful servants, as 
manv of their forefathers had done. We cannot here 
enlarge upon the different parts of this animated ad
dress, which beaTS the clearest marks of profound 
wisdom. He endeavoured to fix their attention by 
giving a short detail of their history; and, while he 
showed the various dispensations of mercy to their 
nation the tendency ot his discourse was to deliver 
them from a blind attachment to their external pr 
vileges, their boasted forms and ceremonies, 

v Luke xvi. 31. + Acts Vii. i, m. 
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observed, that the Lord had called and blessed their 
ancestors before their law was published or their 
temple built. Yet he expressed himself in such 
terms, both of their ritual and place of worship, as 
evinced his high veneration for them, and refuted 
the charge of blasphemy, for which he had been 
arraigned. He proved that the base spirit of op
position to God and his plans, which they then dis
covered, had appeared at different times among 
their progenitors, and intimated their danger of 
incurring a tremendous condemnation. 

The sermon is not to be considered as complete: 
it is only a part of what he seems to have intended, 
if they would have given him a patient hearing. 
But, probably, as he opened his design, they began 
to show marks of violent commotion, so that he 
might perceive, from their countenances, a purpose 
of interrupting his discourse. He endeavoured, there
fore, to draw towards a conclusion, by making a 
warm and pointed application to his audience. He 
boldly charged them with imitating the perverseness 
of the ancient Israelites, obstinately resisting the 
Holy Ghost, murdering the very Saviour whom their 
own prophets had foretold, and contemptuously vio
lating that law of which they boasted. This was 
more than they could bear: " they were cut to the 
heart," not with godly sorrow, as the converts on 
the day of Pentecost*, but with indignation and 
rage. They could not preserve even an external 
decorum, through the violence of their resentment; 
u they gnashed upon him with their teeth," like 
beasts of prey, ready to tear and devour him. 

St. Stephen, then, had nothing to expect but im
mediate destruction: yet he remained undaunted. 
The Lord God conferred upon him a more signal 
honour than before. Such abundant consolations 
were administered to the poor persecuted saint as 
enabled him to be collected in the face of his furious 
enemies, though he seemed to lie at their mercy. 
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The glories of the J0!»?thTnhis"enrapWred 

striking cont^fiS Y felt diabolical tempers, which his adversaries! THET teitaiauu ^ e 

constitute a part of L'"Sas if he had been 
peace and joy unspe;akab ,, Gf God. Un
translated into the he disre-

hand of the divine Majesty, engaged for his defence, 

"T"m»o?oSf«-*'"«ith a holjr transport, and 
not^attending to his own situation, declared the de-
not auenuu g believer, when favoured with 

Sbt thatsinners vr.ll credit 
not with their own experience. Thus the pers<ecuiior 
of St Stephen, so far from being convinced by his 
relation of the wondrous fact, were the more incensed 
Confirmed in their former opinion, they concluded 
that he was a blasphemer, who ought not to be per
mitted to live. The council broke up in the utmost 
confusion: they stopped their ears, that they might 
not be shocked by his profaneness rushed upon h m 
with furious rage, and hurried him out of the city, 
that thev might destroy him by stoning. 

It Is remarked, that, among those who encouraged 
this violent outrage, was a young man named Saul, 
who soon afterwards became a principal pillar of the 
church and preached the faith which he then hated 
and opposed. He gave consent to Stephfen s ^atta, 
and, in testimony of approbation, took ^ charge t 
garments of those who shed his blood. How 
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able their blind and intemperate zeal! They sup
posed that they were doing God service*, and pre
tended a regard to his law. But, alas! they knew 
not what were their real principles. O Lord, deliver 
us from such grievous delusion: and, while we pro
fess to contend for thy truth and glory, suffer us not 
to be carried away by the tempers of Satan! 

We turn our eyes from the madness of the mur-
dereis, to contemplate the conduct of the dying saint. 
With unshaken courage, with sweet composure, with 
lively faith and fervent love, he closed his valuable 
life, and left a bright pattern for the admiration of 
the church in every succeeding age. While they 
hurled upon him the instruments of destruction, he 
looked up in prayer, and commended his soul into 
the hands of the Saviour, whom he beheld in glory, 

i " Knowingin whom he had believed, and being per-
i suaded that be was able to keep that which he°com-
Imitted unto him against that dayf," he exclaimed, 
I" Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 
I We remark to whom his solemn petition was ad

dressed, and we are at no loss to collect his opinion 
f of the divine nature of Christ. He considered him, 

evidently, as possessed of power to preserve the 
sacred deposit then intrusted to him, and as "the 
true God," who demands supreme reverence and 

[ worship- None will presume to insinuate that this 
leminent saint, "being full of the HolyGhost," could 
• die in the commission of idolatry. But this horrible 
I position must be maintained, if it be not allowed that 
I Jesus Christ is God, equal with the Father. It is 

observable that Stephen here paid the same adoration 
to the Redeemer, in delivering up to him the care of 
his departing soul, which the Redeemer himself 
offered to the Father, when he said, " Into thy 
bands I commend my spirit f. 

^olleys of stones, which were cast upon his 
• j r<° Stephen continued unshaken in his 

Confideut of his own security, he .felt the 
John xvi, 2, "f s Tim. ii,J2, f xxiii. 4(5. 

tenderest 

ST.STEPHEN, 2/7 

tenderest compassion for the persons who were 
bringing upon themselves the guilt of innocent blood, 
and prayed aloud upon his bended knees that their 
heinous offence might not rise up in judgment to 
their condemnation. He cried, " Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge." How amiable the temper here 
manifested'. What an illustrious display of the power 
of divine grace! What a striking resemblance between 
Uie dying conduct of this holy martyr and that of 
the blessed Redeemer, who likewise ,n h.sjastmo
ments, thus interceded for his murderers, I at , 
forgive them ; for they know not what they do . 

The whole of St. Stephen's deportment proved 
that he was superior to all the menaces and cruelties 
of his enemies. When he had offered up ^devout 
supplications for them, " he fell asleep: he met his 
dissolution with as much composure as ifHie were 
retiring from the fatigues of the day, and seeking 
rest and refreshment in sleep for his weaTy body. 
Such is the close of life to the believer in Jesus. 
Surely we are constrained to say, " Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
labours; and their works do follow them 
" Them, also, which sleep in Jesus, will God 
with him +." . . . 

The departure of this illustrious saint, so glorious 
and happy to himself, appeared a heavy loss to the 
church, especially in such a season of violent perse
cution. As a testimony of the high estimation in 
which he was held, " devout men carried Stephen to 
bis burial, and made great lamentation over him fc. 
It is not wrong to desire that useful lives may be 
spared, or, when they are taken away, to grieve for 
the many inconveniences which we may sustain, and 
the obstruction which may be apprehended to the 
work of God. But is it thus that the enemies of true 
religioh die? Their removal is 
knowledged blessing to society. 
• Lukexxiii.34. + Rev. xiv. 13. $ J Thess. iv. 14. § 

driven 
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driven away in his wickednessand " when the 
wicked perish, there is shouting*." 

A serious review of this singular narration will 
suggest various instructions. 

1. It will confirm us in the belief of the Gospel. 
Among other evidences in support of our holy faith, 
we may produce the sufferings of its primitive teach
ers, as furnishing a very strong argument. They 
surely, who had the best opportunities of examining, 
were persuaded of its truth and excellency, since 
they cheerfully endured the severest tortures in its 
defence. Stephen was the first who died in the 
cause; but many others soon followed his example. 
Could they be actuated by interested views? Did 
they conduct themselves like impostors ? The holy 
martyr, whom we here contemplate, plainly found 
in his last moments the reality and blessedness of 
that religion which he so powerfully maintained. 
By the peaceful and triumphant manner of his death, 
in such circumstances of bodily pain, he has left an 
unquestionable proof that our Redeemer is mighty. 
Many private Christians, likewise, at the hour of 
their departure, though they suffer not by the hand 
of violence, yet put it beyond a doubt, by their hea
venly tempers and lively joys, that their system is 
not a " cunningly devised fable," or their faith a 
'ain delusion. O let us listen to their testimony, 
nd be animated by their example! May our last 
nd be like theirs ; and, when we are closing our 
yes upon every thing below, may we be able to say, 
" I know that my Redeemer liveth!" 

2. It will teach us how to meet the fiercest op
position for the truth's sake. Our observations on 
this head may be thought ill suited to the present 
state of things. We grant that the same violence of 
ersecution which occurred in former time does not 
ow prevail. We allow the candour of the age: we 
re thankful for the mild and equitable laws which 
revent or punish any outrage upon our persons. 

# Pror. xiv. 39. xi. to* 
But 
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Rut there is still " the strife of tongues," the " trial 
of cruel mockings," which cannot be restrained: and 
thesehave considerable influence in during men 
torn » Salous profeBion of rel,g.on. Though we 
are not called to martyrdom, it must be felt ^e?V 
tremelv painful to be despised and calumniated by 
those wtrnse friendship we are anxious to preserve 

We learn, however, from Stephen s example, to 
resist our enemies with prudence and courage. It, 
like h^m we would « put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men," we should be able to give a consistent 
account of our faith, and defend our principles. 
Much wisdom, also, will be requisite, in order 
adapt our discourse to the circumstances in which 
we may be placed. Yet let us beware of^cowardice, 
and, while we behold Stephen's .ntrep.d. y deter-
mine never  to desert the cause of truth for the saite 
of conciliating the esteem of its opposers. What have 
we to fear if we serve the Lord Christ. 

The present history teaches us, likewise, to unite 
with an immovable firmness the exercise of meek
ness and love. Stephen complained not of the in-
iurious treatment which he received. Instead of 
throwing out bitter invectives, he testified his readi
ness to pardon, by commending his murderers to 
the mercy and forgiveness of God By such a sin
gular displav of forbearance and kindness he brought 
more credit" to the Gospel than he could have done 
by any other arguments. Have we learnt to 
with a similar disposition ? Ah I how much do we 
dishonour the cause of Christ by the peevishness of 
our spirit, and the keenness of our resentment against 
those who approach or insult us 1 Do we not prove 
that we have not yet understood the extent of that 
holiness which our Teligion requires , 

3 It encourages us to expect sufficient strength 
and'comfort under all our persecutions for righteous
ness sake. This primitive martyr stands as a wit
ness for the grace and faithfulness of his divine M 
ter, who will never abandon or deceive hisOJPJJ 
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servants. That ancient promise is verified in t&e 
case of every sincere believer: " As thy days, so 
shall thy strength be*." And will not this suffice 
us. It the world frown, yet Jesus will smile: if 
they curse, He will command a blessing. Whatever 
may be taken from us for our attachment to him, He 
will make us abundant compensation. Though the 
most numerous and powerful ad versaries declareacainst 
us, we may exult in dependence 011 his veracity 
and say, " The Lord is on my side, I will not fearf." 

We need not, we ought not, to stagger at the 
most terrible appearances of death. We perceive in 
ot. Stephen s countenance how Jesus can lighten the 
dark valley, and even in that tremendous passage 
fall our souls wrth peace and joy. Why should we 
not hope to maintain such a holy confidence? This 
at least, the grace ot our God can bestow. Indeed 
without a vision, we are sure of what is beyond the 
present scene: the veil of the heaves is even rent 
to us, and we contemplate the Saviour waiting to 
receive us to mansions of eternal blessedness. Let 
us persevere in faith and patience, and soon shall the 
portais be thrown wide open for our honourable ad-
mission. " If we suffer, we shall also reign with 

Dim+. For thus he addresses Christian sol-
f'Z T 'ft ur"ier his , « Be thou faithful 

'1 death, and I will give thee a crown 
I P™y therefore with our Church; 
• Grant, O Lord, that in all our sufferings here 
lupon earth, for the testimony of thy truth, we may 
f steadfastly look up to heaven, and by faith behold 

the glory tnat shall be revealed: and, being filled 
with the Holy Ghost, may learn to love and bless 
our persecutors by the example of thy first martyr, 
O bwSw6?' ° I™**6for llls murderers to thee, 
3od fn t USf y*10 standest at the right hand of 
NV MeZTorl all?hi°Se Wh° 8uffer thee> 0" 

# T> . Advocate. Deut. XXKiii, 05 + r». 1 ... 
§ Rev. iu XQi " t 1? 6. % 2 Tim. ii\ 12. 

I I  C o l l e c t  f o r  S t .  S t e p h e n D a y .  
SAINT 

SAINT PAUL. 

CHAP. IX.—SECT. 1. 

Paul, his extraction and educat bigoted Pharisee 
persecuted the church—suddenly stopped by an 

appearance of Christ—brought to acknowledge and 
submit to him—struck blind—recovered his sight 
baptized by Ananias—preached Christ— 
on his conversion. 

T HE Lord God frequently accomplishes his purposes 
by such instruments as are thought weak and con
temptible, and thus proves that his cause is not in
debted" to any human abilities for support. But, a 
some times, and for special purposes, He is pleased to 
select persons of admired endowments, whom infi
delity would gladly have classed among its advocates, 
and to render them ofextensive service to the interests 
of Christianity. Alas! how often do splendid gift 
become a snare and a curse, not to the P°®®es®° f 
only, but to society, being employed in defence of 
erroneous and destructive principles! Howdifferent 
is the case when they are consecrated to the Lord, 
and devoted to the use of the sanctuary! Then indeed 
they appear truly excellent, deserve our highest 
esteem, and contribute to the temporal and eternal 

^USuch reflections arise from the consideration of the 
character now before us. St. Paul was furnished with 
large intellectual powers,and ample attainments in li
terature, which would have done credit to any cause. 
But it is our province to contemplate the Cnristian 
rather than the scholar, and to admire, not so much 
his natural genius and abilities, as « the exceevhhg 
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grace of God in him." That grace stamped a dignity 
and worth on all his qualifications, and gave them 
their proper direction and employment. Let us hear . 
his own grateful acknowledgment: " By the graceof I 
God I am what I am*." None ever shone with 
greater lustre than he did, after he had once entered 
on the service of Christ: none seem to have arrived 
at a higher degree of perfection, or to have been 
honoured with more extensive usefulness in the world. 
We thank God for the amazing effects of his preach-
ing, and especially for his inspired compositions, 
which constitute a considerable part of the New 
Testament, and which will descend as an inestimable | 
blessing to ages yet unborn. May we all partake 
of the same spirit, and learn from his example and 
exhortations to yield ourselves to the Saviour with 
the warmest affections, and with unreserved obe
dience ! 

Saul (for such was his name originally) was born at 
Tarsus inCilicia, and, through peculiar favour granted 
to the natives of that place, entitled to the freedom 
and privileges of a Roman citizen f. He sprang 
from Jewish parents, and boasted that he could trace 
his descent from Abraham, and had conformed to all 
ritual injunctions; "circumcised the eighth day, of 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew 
of HebrewsHe was taught the common busi
ness of a tent-maker§; but we cannot on that ac
count conclude that he was confined to any servile 
labour, or placed in a mean situation|(. He enjoyed 
the advantages of a liberal education, being well in
structed in the learning of the times, and furnished 
with a considerable share of reading in the Greek and 
Latin writers. 

Probably at an early age he went to Jerusalem, to 
* 1 Cor. X V .  10. t Acts xxii. 3, 28. 
t 2 Cor. xi. 22 Phil.iii. 5. § Actsxviii. 3. 
If It was customary with the Jews, even the most opulent, to 

train up their children to the knowledge of some trade, by which 
they might be able to earn their support in life, if they should be 
reduced to difficulties. 

acquire 
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the celebrated Doctor, Gamaliel, and, as nis pupi , tne cei 99 rp^pr~ ue made consider-

under his care a rigid bigoted cSemonies: 
unrliip stress on the observance of Jewish ceremonies 
S as he coKot bear to hear of their abolition or 
insufficiency, he imbibed with 
spirit of opposition to the Gospel. He thought ana 
it seemed to be a firm conviction, that nis 
bounden duty to exert himself against the Chnstian 
faith; " that he ought to do many things contra y 

%Tcut»rolNgreSy"UanoWed,,mcerelv, 
and according to the dictates of his conscience, while 
he p3c3«dwW»a, it.posfl., to e*K. 
the professors of this new religion. But the plea ot 
sincerity and conscience will not excuse him. 
his sin, as it is the sin of many, not to be better in
formed : a blamable and corrupt temper of mind pre
vented him from giving the Gospel a serious attention 
and fair examination. He must have had many oppor-
tunities of being acquainted with its evidence, durir g 
hiSenceaf Jerusalem; but he »»X™hKS 
to see the truth of a system which totally subverted 
his proud principles; he obstinately refused to admit 
the light which was offered. Hence he ^a™e 

blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious +' Pre
sumptuously uttering profane speeches against^the 
Lord Christ, setting himself in opposition to all who 
called upon his name, and treating them with every 
species of violence. He concluded that he was 

• Acts xxvi. 5,0. Gal. i. 14. + lTim.i.l3. ^ 
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doing God service; a sentiment that betrayed an 
extreme blindness and depravity*. 
a.d. The sacred history first introduces his name 

34 • upon the death of St. Stephen. When that holy * 
martyr was stoned, Saul, who had probably been 
present at Stephen's solemn sermon, gave his appro
bation and assistance to the perpetration of the 
horrid murderf. He proceeded much further. With 
a furious and voracious disposition, like a beast of 
prey, he pursued the disciples of Christ, that he 
might tear and devour them. He went great lengths 
indeed before it pleased God to stop his mad career, 
" He made havoc of the church, entering into every 
house, and haling men and women/' paying no ; 
deference to sex or age, " committed them to 
prison J." He confesses that he " imprisoned and 
beat in every synagogue them that believed § " that 
he " punished them oft in every synagogue, and 
compelled them to blaspheme, and, being exceed
ingly mad against them, persecuted them even unte 
strange cities ||." It is obvious that he sought 
nothing less than their total extirpation. "He 
breathed out threatenings and slaughter Has if, with 
every breath he drew, he denounced vengeance and 
destruction to the poor saints. He applied for the in
fluence and authority of the high-priest, who pro
bably was not backward to countenance and promote 
his plans, that he might carry his persecution even 
to the distant city of Damascus. And on this ex-! 

pedition he set out, in company with others, who 
were commissioned to assist him in his purposes, or 
whom similar fury and malice prompted to attend him. 

After such an account, can any doubt be enter
tained of the real state of bis mind at that time: 
Whatever may be said of his integrity or good inten
tions, is it not evident, from this description, that he 
was then " in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond 

* John xvi. 2, 3. -f Acts vii. 58. viii. 1. Xxii. 20. f viii. 3. 
§ xxii. ig. (I xxvi. li. ix. l, 2. , 

of iniquity?" Shall we not allow his own confession, 
that he was "the chief of sinners," " not meet to be 
called an Apostle, because he persecuted the church 
of God*?" The principles by which he was actu
ated, and the conduct he pursued, were highly offen
sive toGod ; so that we cannot but consider him, in 
that period of his life, as obnoxious to the divine in
dignation. We grant that he preserved a strict regu
larity of manners; that his deportment was moral, m 
the common acceptation ot morality, and even blame
less before men. He was also constant and exact in 
all the offices of external devotion: but his religion 
was the offspring of pride and ignorance. ̂ He" went 
about to establish his own righteousness," and main
tained a confident assurance of his safety. Alas! he 
" was alive without the lawf:" he understood not 
the extensive and spiritual demands ot God s precepts, 
or the tremendous consequence of the least deviation 
from duty. He was therefore elated with a conceit of 
his goodness; though, at the very time, his obedience 
was not only partial, but wrong throughout. VV ith 
all his fair appearances and high pretensions, he" was 
in the flesh, and the motions ot sins which were by 
the law, did work in his members to bring forth fruit 
unto death+." 

Some have supposed, that, on account or his sin
cerity, he possessed a previous disposition to receive 
the Gospel." But men of such a Pharisaical spirit as 
he showed are the most unwilling to " submit unto 
the righteousness of God." Others have represented 
his state and character in so favourable a light, that 
no considerable change could be necessary, nay, that 
he deserved the grace which was afterwards bestowed, 
as a reward for his integrity. How contrary to this 
were his own sentiments! In all his writings he de
scribes his guilt as extremely heinous and aggravated, 
and speaks with astonishment of the mercy of God, 
from which he seemed to be further removed than 

• i Tim. i. M. i Cor. xv. 9. t R0111. vii. g, 



286 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

any other sinner : he is always ready to produce his 
own case as the most extraordinary instance of for
giveness extended to an atrocious offender. 

Yet we allow that his ignorance, though it forms 
not an excuse, is in some sense a palliation*. Had j 
he proceeded the same lengths in opposing Christ, | 
against clear information and strong convictions, we 
apprehend that he would have been given up to a 
judicial hardness, beyond the possibility of pardon. 
Let none flatter themselves that the want of instruc
tion will be a sufficient security. The most awful 
denunciations are levelled against those who know 
not God and his truth f. You may be confident of 
your own rectitude, and yet be grievously deceived. 
Even a misguided conscience may prove destructive. 
Though you abstain from gross immoralities, and be 
admired for your punctual attention to religious 
duties, your prevailing tempers may be such as to 

i render you odious to God. Come, and learn from the 
I example before us the necessity of a total renovation, 
f There is an universal depravity of nature, which 

Tequires to he subdued. You must " put off the 
old man, and be renewed in the spirit Of your 
mind X *" and, till this be effected, your pretended 
obedience is detestable, as proceeding from corrupt 
motives. 
A.  D . Such a change took place in Saul when he was 
35. about the age of twen ty-four years, as is gene

rally supposed, and within two or three after the death 
of Christ. Young as he was, he had given full proof 
of a decided and bitter opposition to the Gospel. He 
had, indeed, been " separated from his mother's 
womb§," in the counsels of God: but the call was 
long deferred, that the riches of divine grace might be 
more gloriously exhibited. We are now to behold 
the Lord Jesus, who had shown all long-suffering, 
taking to himself his great power, subduing in an 
instant the fierce enmity of the rebel, and attaching 

# l Tim. 1 13. f, i Cor. xv. 34. * 2 Thess, i. 8. 
t  £ I>h .  i * .  22,  23 ,  §  Ga l .  i .  IS .  

him 
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him by the strongest ties of affection to his own per
son and service. 

Saul had come into the neighbourhood ol Damas
cus with murderous rage against all the disciples ot 
Jesus, and, possibly, was anticipating the pleasure he 
should receive in binding and torturing them *. He 
was within view of the city, when suddenly the 
appearance of an uncommon brightness and glory 
shining from heaven, which far exceeded the splen
dour of the sun, checked his progress. This occurred 
at mid-day, which rendered the phenomenon the 
more singular. Both Saul and his companions were 
instantly struck to the ground, dazzled and con
founded. The voice of insulted Majesty reproved 
him with peculiar solemnity, and thus called him to 
account for his injurious conduct; " Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me ?" 

It should seem that not only was this remarkable 
address distinctly heard, but some august Personage 
was exhibited to bis view. Saul inquired, Who art 
thou, Lord?" Probably Christ manifested himself 
in human form, encircled with that lustre which he 
possesses in his present exaltation, while the answer 
was returned, " I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest: 
it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks." As if 
he had said, " I, who appear before thee with such 
marks of elevated dignity, am no other than the de
spised Nazarene, against whom thy rage is ultimately 
directed. I consider the insults and oppression which 
my faithful people suffer as offered to myself. But 
thy furious attempts, in the final event, cannot hurt 
me or my cause: thou art only wounding thyself. 
Cease, then, from thy foolish and wicked oppo-

SltWonderful indeed was the condescension of the 
Lord, in arguing with one so full of enmity ! It was 
amazing forbearance and compassion that he did uot 
« make bare his holy arm," destroy the persecutor, 
and leave him a monument of righteous vengeance. 

• Acts ix. 3—32. xxii. 6—16. xxvi. 12—20. 
But 
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But be spoke in mercy, and yet spoke effectually. 
Saul instantly submitted with unfeigned contrition, 
and presumed not to allege any thing in his ownde- > 
fence. A sudden conviction of his enormous guilt, | 
and a sight of the glory of the Redeemer, whom he I 
had so daringly provoked, almost overwhelmed him 
with fear and astonishment. Perhaps doubting 
whether there could be any hope for him, yet re
solved to try the effect of an humble application, he 
cried out, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 
Thus resigning himself into the hands of Jesus, he 
obtained forgiveness. He was directed to go into the 
city for further instruction, and encouraged by an 
assurance that he should be appointed a minister of 
the Gospel, with a divine commission, under the im
mediate protection of Heaven. It was declared that 
he should be the favoured instrument of carrying the 
glad tidings of salvation to Heathen lands, and ex
tending to many souls the various blessings of the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

The vision being ended, Saul arose; but the stu
pendous lustre which had shone upon him deprived 
him of sight. His eyes were closed in darkness; an 
emblem of the former blindness of his soul. Unable, 
therefore, to guide himself, he was conducted to 
Damascus, where he continued, probably in extreme 
confusion and distress, for three days, without be-
holding any object or receiving any food. That 
season he employed in serious recollection and fer
vent prayer, humbly waiting for further deliverance, f 
The Lord graciously remarked the change, and said 
of him, " Behold, he prayeth 1" He had, even from 
his youth, repeated forms of devotion; but never 
before that period had his heart been raised to Heaven 
with earnest supplication. It pleases God, in general, 
to afford young converts opportunity for the exer
cise of penitential sorrow and importunate cries for 
rn&rcy before he pours in upon them the clear light 
^n/J?ACOmfons of the Gospel. This may be a 

leaviness, but it furnishes an useful and ne
cessary 

ST. PAUL. 289 
cessary preparation of mind ; and joy at length will 
certainly succeed. 

A disciple at Damascus was sent by express reve
lation to restore to Saul bis lost sight, and confirm 
him in the Christian faith. The coming and design 
of that messenger had also been intimated to Saul by 
a previous vision; and this coincidence of circum
stances proved more evidently that the whole tians-
action was the mighty work of God, and not a 
delusion or imposture. Ananias was the person 
commissioned to visit the " chosen vessel; and by 
his means Saul was instantly delivered from blind
ness, filled with the Holy Ghost, furnished with 
miraculous powers, and admitted by baptism into 
the church of Christ. . 

What a change was this! He, who had intended 
to harass and torment the disciples, joined himself to 
them as their friend and brother, and esteemed it the 
highest honour to become a follower and preacher 
of Jesus the Nazarene, whose name he had Seated 
with blasphemous contempt. Having received full 
information both of the facts and doctrines of the 
Gospel, by direct communications from Heaven, he 
"conferred not with flesh and blood*," consulted 
not the dictates of worldly prudence or carnal incli
nations, but immediately began to declare and main
tain, in the synagogues of Damascus, what he had 
learnt by revelation, and proved, to the astonishment 
of those who had known his former character, that 
Jesus is indeed the promised Saviour. Thus he 
"preached the faitli, which once he destroyed t, 
and soon appeared to be « a vessel unto honour, 
sanctified and meet for the Master s use +• Snail 
we not " glorify God in him ?" " Blessed be the 
Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth won
drous things: and blessed be his glorious name for 
eVer §•** 

The continuance and good effects of this change 
demonstrate that it was no fiction, nor the produc-

» Gal. i. 16. t i. 23- t 2 Tim. ii. 21. § Pssl. Ixxii. 18,19-
vol. iv. o 
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lion of terror or of fancy, but a real conversion, 
accomplished by the immediate»interposition of the 
Lord from heaven. From the moment that Saul was 
first struck to the ground, what an astonishing dif
ference did he manifest in his whole spirit and con
duct! Where is now the fury of the persecutor? 
and what is become of all his murderous designs 
against the believers at Damascus? "The wolf 
dwells with the lamb, and the leopard lies down with 
the kid," no longer seeking to" hurt" or " destroy*." 
Where is the tongue of the blasphemer, so accus
tomed to utter profane speeches against Christ? 
The very mention of Jesus of Nazareth would have 
provoked his indignation: but no sooner does the 
Saviour reveal his grace and glory, than the fierce 
adversary relinquishes all further plans of opposi
tion, is ashamed of his former enmity, and, alarmed 
for his future safety, he cries for mercy, acknow
ledges the divine character, and desires to follow the 
directions of Jesus. " O Lord, what 1 know not, teach 
thou me; guide me into that way in which I have 
foolishly refused to walk; rescue my guilty soul from 
deserved wrath, and show me what thou requirest to 
be done. I give myself to thee, and desire to live in 
cheerful and unreserved obedience to thy precepts.' 
Such is the purport of his devout exclamation, 
"Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" This is 
the language of conversion; and this effect could no 
more be produced by natural causes than the sun 
could be obstructed in its course, or the rivers made 
to flow backward in their channels, without a mira
culous interference. 

At the period heje referred to, as we apprehend, 
" the commandment came, sin revived, and he diedf." 
While his mind was deeply impressed with a con
viction of the purity and extent of the law, he felt 
within him self the powerful working of a corrupt 
nature, and saw that as a transgressor, under con
demnation, he was liable to perish. The haughty 

* Isa. xi. 6—9. f Rom. vii. 9. 
Pharisee, 
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Pharisee, therefore, was turned into a weeping pe
nitent. " Through the law," he became " dead to 
the law*;" he gave up all the proud expectations 
which he had entertained from his own obedience; 
and " whaUhings were gain to him, those he counted 
loss for Christ f." The ground of his former de>-
pendence failing, he relinquished it, and surrendered 
himself to Jesus, in whom he then trusted for sal
vation, and to whose service he devoted the whole 
of his future life. From that moment he continued 
zealously attached to the cause of Christ, though 
under the strongest possible temptations to desert it, 
and laboured more abundantly than any others. 
Shall we not say, with devout affections, " This is 
the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes $ ?" 

But the benefits were not confined to St. Paul 
alone. We are not told how his companions were 
affected, who probably were equally ignorant, or 
equally malevolent, with himself. For some time 
they remained speechless, under an impression of 
great terror; but we know not thatany of them be
came true converts. Yet there were others, for 
whose advantage this singular interposition was evi
dently designed. Many saw, confessed, and admired 
the change: many were convinced of the truth of 
the Gospel, and turned to the Lord. This new 
preacher, in his zeal to propagate the faitb, travelled 
from city to city, from one kingdom to another; 
and thousands, believing his testimony, were added 
to the church. No menaces or sufferings from men 
could deter them from entering on the service of 
Christ, in whom they found a sufficient compen
sation, and a never-failing source of joy. They 
" shone as lights in the world, holding forth the 
word of life," and thus proved that the Apostle " had 
not run in vain, neither laboured in vain §." 

What shall we say to such effects as these ? They 
could not proceed from mere imagination; they de
monstrate incontestably that the Christian system is 
* Gal. ii. 19. f Phil. iii. 7- t psal- cxriii. 23. § Phil, ii, 15, l6. 

o 2 not 
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not a delusion or a cheat. Let the declarations of 
St. Paul be regarded as they ought to be, and it must 
be allowed that our faith is divine. He affirms that 
he received it by the inspiration of the Almighty, 1 

and not by human teaching *. He preached it with 
zeal and success before he had any communication 
with the other Apostles; and they all perfectly coin
cided in their account both of facts and doctrines. 
Now to what shall we ascribe this exact agreement, 
if not to the influence of Heaven? 

Shall Paul be deemed an impostor + ? What mo
tive could induce him to change his party, and con
trive such a plan of deception ? Did he seek for 
wealth, honour, power, or sensual gratification? No: 
all these he cheerfully renounced; and, while he pa
tiently endured extreme afflictions, he proved, at 
least, that he firmly believed the Gospel. But was 
he not an enthusiast? No; the furthest from it 
possible. He betrayed no mark of an enthusiast, 
except his zeal should be represented in that light. 
We observe, however, that it was not the blind and 
furious zeal of a bigot or fanatic, but the generous 
ardour of one who knew the truth and felt the un
speakable importance of his commission. Besides, 
no supposition of enthusiasm can ever account for 
the success of his labours, which, of itself, evinces 
that the hand of the Lord was with him. 

If it be said, that, though sincere, he might yet be 
deceived by others, we ask, By whom ? By the dis
ciples of Christ? They were" hardly persuaded to 
credit his integrity, and the reality of his conversion; 
uor could the change originate from them, with 
whom he had no previous intercourse. And it will 
not surely be alleged that he was imposed on by his 
former associates, who sought his life for deserting 
their cause. The only fair conclusion is, that he 
was constituted an Apostle by the Lord Jesus, and 

* Gal. i. 11, &c. 
See tbis subject clearly stated in Lyttleton's Obserrations en 

the Conversion and Apostlesbip of St. Paul. 
that 

ST. V A . V L .  2m 

that the doctrine which he 
from, heaven. Let us rejoice and g _ th(, 
interesting event, and pray that tn 0 

«t Paul's conversion. We cannot but perceive iu iv 
the sovereignty of God, who, without being account-
able to us^raiL „p what ins.tua.eat, he^see to, 
his own service and glory. Let us p 
mav " He will have mercy on whom he willhave 
mercy It becomes not us to quarrel with bis 
appointments. " Who art thou that raphe..again t 
God f ?" The case before us shows how Leb ^ 
the strongest opposition to Him.^ sitteth 
most furious persecutors effect. have them 
in the heavens shall laugh ;; the Lord shall have them 
in derision i." He can suddenly confound their p 
pose,Strike tetto, into their heart., abase and horn-
ble them, and even render t h e m  zealous advocates 
for his truth. "There is none like unto thee, O 
Lord; neither are there any works like unto y 

W Thewisdom of God, also, appears wonderful m 
selecting a person of St. Paul's former character, 
whom we should have thought most unlikely to be 
employed in the church of Christ On many accounts 
he must be allowed to be a desirable and unex
ceptionable witness for the Gospel. Such had been 
his violent prejudice against it, and, afterwards,.such 
was his patient submission to suffering, so firm the 
courage and unwearied the assiduity which ̂ howed 
in its support, that, without considering his strong 
natural abilities, we admire the suitableness ofhis 
appointment to the ministry, though he was before 
a blasphemer, a persecutor, and injurious. 

In a most signal manner the rich mercy of our God, 
and the sufficiency of his grace in Jesus Christ, are 
here exhibited. St. Paul represents his own case as 
so remarkable in this view, that it may furnish en-

* Rom. ix. 15. t 20. J Psal. ii. 4. §Ixxxvi.8. 
courageme 
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couragement to penitents in every age, whatever their 
former character may have been. He obtained for
giveness for this very purpose, that none might de
spair. The Saviour, who rescued him, can recover 
you who have departed the furthest from God: he 
can subdue your depravity, sanctify your polluted 
heart, and pardon your numerous and aggravated 
sins, even your fierce opposition to his Gospel, and 
profane blasphemies against himself. O, rejoice in 
that " faithful saying," which is indeed " worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners* and, like the Apostle, " count all 
things but dung, that you may win Christ, and be 
found in Him f!" 

f Phil Hi. 6, g. 

SAINT 

JISp-1 !>; • I">4L 
S A I N T  P A U L .  

SECT.  2. 

Paul driven from Damascus, and 
salem fled to Tarsus—accompan Barnabas to 
Antioch in Syria,and thence to Jerusalem-sent forth 
iithhim to preach to the Gentiles, 
Cyprus—went to Perga, Antioch in Pisidia, 

l ustra Derbe—returned to Antioch inSyiw. 
tJnded' the council at Jerusalem-reproved Peter-

separated from Barnabas. 

Religion consists not in a system of 
speculative notions: the sentiments and affection 
which it excites in the heart produce such excellent 
fruits in the life as evince its holy nature and divine 
orieinal Who will not allow that this was emi
nently the case with St. Paul ? We have already 
intimated that the truth of his conversion appeared 
by its efTects: we must now appeal to the(whole of 
his subsequent conduct for the proof of this obser
vation We shall perceive him, to the last moment, 
invariably and zealously attached to the cause of 
Christ, exerting himself not only as a soldier, but ad 
a principal leader and commander, in ^e armtes of 
the faithful. We cannot but remark with admira
tion his activity, courage, fervour, and perseverance : 
vet at the same time we may propose him as a bright 
pattern of meekness, patience, contempt of the 
world, purity, and spirituality of mind, i^et it be 
our pleasing employment to accompany him from 
DjaCe to place, and contemplate the important pur
poses for which he was called and ordained to the 
Apostolic function. 
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The lovers of history may here find enough to 
engage their attention and excite their wonder. We 
invite them to study the records of the primitive 
church, which abound with facts most curious and 
interesting, and are particularly entitled to regard, 
as proceeding from the pen of inspiration. Come 
and see the great Apostle, by his indefatigable la
bours, planting, watering, enlarging, and protecting, 
many Christian societies. Come and observe the 
kingdom of Satan shaken and subverted, and upon 
its ruins the kingdom of peace and righteousness 
established. 

St. Paul began, immediately after his conversion, 
to declare the revelations he had received, and to 
preach Christ in the synagogues at Damascus*. 
There he continued for three years, excepting the 
time which he spent in Arabia, whither he retired 
for a season, and where, probably, he was favoured 
with clearer discoveries of divine truth t- Heshowed 
a particular concern for his unbelieving brethren 
among the Jews, and endeavoured with unremitting 
zeal to recommend the Gospel to their acceptance. 
Did they not credit his testimony ? We might have 
supposed that such a witness would have removed 
every objection. But, alas! through the perverse-
ness of nature, men are disposed to resist every effort 
for their salvation. Instead of listening to his argu
ments and exhortations, the Jews conspired against 
his life, and thus exhibited to his view a picture of f 
what he himself had been. A formidable combina- | 
tion was entered into, and the governor of the city, ! 
together with his garrison, was employed to appre
hend him. But their scheme failed; for what could 
all their counsels and preparations avail against the 
man whom the Lord of hosts defended ? " Through 
a window in a basket he was let down by the wall, 
and escaped their hands J." 
A I>' ^Pori that occasion he fled to Jerusalem, and 

38- there sought for the society of those very dis-
* Acts ix. 20, &c. f Gal, i. i f ,  J 2 Cor. xi. 32, 33. 
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tin Barnabas interfered, and related the important 
change which had taken place. For a few days he 
had free communications with the church, but was 
not indebted to the most eminent oF^e Appstles for 
bis knowledge of the Gospel*. At Jerusalem ne 
had been known as a violent enemy to the Christian 
faith; and therefore it might seem that his testimony 
in its support would there meet with peculiar regard. 
YetTpr& otherwise. His zeal for the honoor 
of the Saviour soon excited tlie indignaiion of h. 
countrymen; and, being again obliged to fly for his 
life, he was conducted with haste to Tarsus, 
native city.^ ^ obtained a safe retreat, and probably 

42.' applied himself with diligence to the work ot 
the ministry, but what was his success we are not 
informed. Nothing further is recorded of him during 
the three or four following years. BaInabas',.^ 
length, in great want of his assistance, found him 
at Tarsus, and prevailed on him to go to Antioch, 
the capital of Syria, where they laboured together for 
the space of a year with good effect +. Our Apostle, 
as we may conclude from his repeated visits, felt a 
peculiar attachment to the large and Aounshipg 
church which was gathered in that place: and there 
the disciples of Jesus first received the honourable 
appellation of Chhi.tiaw. The name was; once 
reproachful: we, perhaps, glory m it, but do we 
seriously consider, according to this Pr̂ esslo°* 
what is our relation to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
what the ties which bind ns to hts person, and call 
for an inflexible attachment to his Gospel ? Are we, 
what the title imports, his followers and servants. 

# Gal. i. 18, ]£. Perhaps to this period ofhis history we ifco.uia 
r e f e r  t h e  t r a n c e  w h i c h  h e  m e n t i o n s ,  A c t s  x x i i .  i f .  

+ Acts xi. 25, &c. o 5 Paul, 
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Paul, and bis intimate companion Barnabas, were 

sent from Antioch with certain charitable col-
lections to the poor saints at Jerusalem, who were at 
that time distressed by famine: and, having faith
fully executed their commission, they returned to 
Antioch, taking with them John Mark as their asso
ciate and assistant*. 
A.D. At length, those holy men, filled with zeal 
45. for God, went forth to propagate the Christian 

faith, upon a more extensive plan. In obedience 
to an express revelation from God, they were set 
apart by the solemn prayers of certain teachers in 
the church, and a peculiar influence of the Holy 
Ghost qualified them for carrying the glad tidings 
of salvation among the Heathens f. They had pre
viously committed themselves to the Lord; and, in 

I consequence of their engagements with him, consi-
I dered themselves at his disposal. Without hesita-
I tion or reluctance, therefore, they obeyed the call, 
I not declining the most painful services, nor shrink-
I ing from formidable dangers. They accounted it suf-
I ficient that the Lord was with them, and had assigned 
' them their work. Ah! where shall we now find 

such an unfeigned regard to God and his cause ? Do 
I not " all seek their own, and not the things which 

are Jesus Christ's J ?" 
They went out like the Patriarch of old, "not 

knowing whither they went §," depending upon their 
Lord for guidance and protection. The other Apos
tles, also, were sent forth to evangelize the world; 
but little is told us concerning their labours. The 
sacred history of the church, from this period, is 
confined chiefly to the exertions and sufferings of 
St. Paul; and yet it does not relate the whole, or 
give us even the closing scene of his life. 

Paul, therefore, and his beloved Barnabas, set 
out from Antioch upon their momentous embassy. 
Having arrived at Cyprus, a large island in the Me
diterranean sea, they travelled through it, preaching 

* Acts %\l 25. f xiif. t, Ac. t Phil. ii. *1, 4 Heb si 8. 
by 
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, , A t-Pibhos a principal town, a singular 
by the way. At rap > P Paulus the deputy 
occurrence happened. Se g discovered a 

Kto -iile op^olr c/ihe faith, who laboured to 

of high rank. They, whose '"te'e5t of 
likeiv to be subverted by an admission ot the lios 
pel may always be expected to resist it ; and 
fore Satan, doubtless employs 
rvwsihle to exclude religion from couits and palace.. 
But our God, who is mighty, can suddenly confound 
the purposes of his enemies, aud render them subser 
lient to his counsels. In due time, through the strong 
influence of his Spirit, even « kings shall fall down 
before him," and become " the nursing fathers 

hiSFromCCyprus Paul and his companions went to 
Perga in Pamphylia; and there they were deserted 
by John Mark, who very dishonourably declined the 
service, and returned to Jerusalem. He did n 
nounce the faith; but his conduct was highly hlaum-
ble and produced bad consequences. Ah! what 
pain do sincere persons feel on account of such ca,t s . 
Yet considering what human nature is, we may^ ex
pect to suffer, not only through the apostacy ot false 
brethren, but also through the imprudence, sloth, and 
cowardice, of real Christians. We ought to mourn 
for the discredit brought upon our profession, and 
yet at the same time remember that ttxe foundation 
of God standeth sure f." 

The zealous preachers whom we clie here 
* Psal# Ixxii. il. La. xlix. 23. t 2 Tim. ii. 
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plating continued their progress. At Antioch in 
Pisidia (a different town and far distant from the 
Antioch before mentioned) they attended the public 
worship of the Jewish synagogue on the sabbath-day. 
After the usual service, being permitted to address 
the people, Paul arose and spake in a most animated 
manner, declaring and enforcing the grand truths of 
the Gospel. To impress their minds in favour of his 
doctrine, he began with explaining some of the di
vine dispensations towards their ancestors, particu
larly in promising the Saviour, and gradually pre-

them for his reception. He then proceeded 
it Jesus as the Christ who had been pre

dicted. He represented him as despised and rejected 
by the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and there most in-
juriousiy suffering the death of the cross. But he 
maintained that the whole of these transactions had 
occurred agreeably to their own Scriptures, and that 
according to express prophecies, which they them
selves acknowledged, Jesus had been raised from the 
grave, and proved to be the very Saviour whom they 
professed to look for. He solemnly entreated them 
to consider that full and free redemption which was 
proposed to every believer, and warned them, by a 
tremendous denunciation, not to reject the gracious 

'offer. Let us learn from the Apostle's sermon to be 
thankful for the clear light of the Gospel with which 
we are favoured. " To us is the word of this salva
tion sent." But do we truly understand its import? 
or do we cordiaily embrace it? O let us beware, 
lest we come under the condemnation of the de-
spisers, who shall perish with aggravated ruin! 

What was the effect of Paul's address ? The ge
nerality of the congregation appear not to have been 
properly impressed : but certain Gentiles, who were 
present, requested that they might have an oppor
tunity, on the following sabbath, of hearing the 
same truths enforced. Many of the Jews, also, and 
proselytes to their religion, after the dismission of 
the assembly, accompanied Paul and Barnabas, who 
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in their private exhortations endeavoured to persuade 
them to persevere in a steadfast attachment o 
Gospel. On the subsequent sabbath, the immense 
crowds of people who were collected excited the en
vious displeasure of the Jews ; and accordingly they 
began to oppose and blaspheme the doctriuedeliveretl. 
Not discouraged, however but rather animated by 
the violence of these objectors, Paul declared, 
that though the first offer of mercy had been ten
dered to them, yet upon their refusal the invitation 

be gU to the Gentiles. Many of the latter 
description rejoiced at the intimation, and, throug 1 
the rich and sovereign grace of God, pe^^a^ed ,thef 
Christian faith. From them, likewise, the truth ot 
God was disseminated throughout all the neighbour-

The success was great; but that very circumstance 
Tendered the adversaries more furious; and a for
midable host of persecutors conspired together. 1 he 
result was, that Paul and his beloved associate were 
forcibly driven from the place. Yet, even under 
that severe storm, the sincere converts remained un
shaken, and experienced a season of peculiar happi
ness While their enemies raged and threatened, 
«' the disciples were filled with joy, and with the 
Holy Ghost." , , ... 

Surelv that violence is not to be dreaded, how ex
treme soever it may be, which cannot prevent us 
from receiving the lively comfort of religion, and 
which mav have a tendency to promote these very 
comforts in our souls. Let us " be strong, and of a 
good courage." Let us pray that we, like the 
Christians at Antioch, may be favoured with an 
abundant measure of inward peace and consolation 
from the divine Spirit, and then we shall not be 
moved by the vehemence and menaces of opposers. 
Wherever the Gospel meets with any signal success, 
it may be expected to produce contentions and se-
parations among those who were intimately united. 
It draws forth from maDy persons that enmity ot uie 
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heart against real godliness which had been before 
concealed, and covered perhaps with the garb of 
piety. Among the persecutors were " DEVOUT" as 
well as " honourable women and frequently those 
who have made a show of sanctity, and been ad
mired on that account, are the first to raise objec
tions. Many, also, among ourselves, like those of 
old, are disgusted with the large congregations 
which generally attend the zealous preachers of the 
word of God. They often think and mention it as 
an upbraiding reproach that such assemblies consist 
chiefly of the poor. That which ought to be matter 
of rejoicing, excites envy and displeasure. Let those, 
however, who labour in the Gospel, be content to 
follow the steps of the Apostles, " by honour and 
dishonour, by evil report and good report: as de
ceivers, and yet true 

Paul and Barnabas departed from Antioch, and 
upon quitting the place shook off the dust of their 
feet, as a testimony against the unbelieving inha
bitants, agreeably to the directions of Jesus to his 
disciples t- Thence they proceeded to Iconium, 
and there opened their message with remarkable suc
cess J. In that city they continued for a considerable 
time, and with great courage declared the truth of 
God, which He was pleased to confirm by various 
miracles, and to make effectual to the conversion of 
many persons. But a furious opposition was raised 
against them, exactly simiiarto what they experienced 
at Antioch. They had numerous friends among 
the people; but others calumniated their characters 
and doctrine, and endeavoured to draw the public 
odium upon them. A party was formed, and a 
scheme laid, in which the men of chief power were 
engaged to harass and by violent death destroy these 
new preachers. They, however, being apprized of 
the design, made their escape to Lystra, and both 
there and throughout the neighbourhood, notwith
standing their past and the prospect of fresh dangers, 

* 2 Cor. vi. s. f Mark vi, II* % Acts xiv. J, be
laboured 
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laboured with unremitting ardour for the propagation 

°f MLvTtraa poor cripple, who had been lame from 
his birth received an instantaneous cure by the word 
K Pair The miracle, being openly perfome* 
excited general attention. But such was the blind-
ness and wretched stupidity of the P^ ̂  ' " 
etpi<\ of desiring to he instructed by these eminent 
Si™,They big,* to deity then. J P-
oared for them idolatrous sacrifices. VV ith wild 
Eat ons they cried out, " The gods are come down 
Jo us in the likeness of men." Barnabas they called 
J-ipiter as being of the most stately appeaiance, an 
PaSl obtained the title of Mercury, because he was 

not but greatly distress 
them who sought no vain applause, and wished to 
dSThe regard of all to their Lord and Master 
They were struck with horror at the offer of divine 
honours, and doubtless felt more pam onthataccount 
than for their severest persecutions. 1 hey rent tneir 
clothes in abhorrence of the profaneness, ran among 
the multitude with peculiar eagerness, reproved them 
for their folly in worshipping men of tne same infir
mities with themselves, and exhorted them to turn 
from such senselesspractices to the service of the hvirig 
God, the Creator and Preserver of heaven and earth. 
This bold and animated address was scarcely suf
ficient to divert them from their purpose. It appears, 
then, that these primitive assertors of the Christian 
faith were not actuated by selfish views or worldly 
expectations: they could and did declare, with the 
greatest sincerity, "We preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord God forbid that any, who 
sustain the ministerial office, should aim at their own 
exaltation, or be pleased with the flattering speeches 
and admiration of their hearers! They should de
sire to obtain the approbation of their fellow-creatures 
no further than as it may give them an opportunity 

* 2 Cor. iy, 
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of recommending the Saviour. Being chiefly con-
cerned for his glory, they will be grieved when He 
is overlooked, and they themselves are extravagantly 
praised. 

Popular favour is a poor acquisition: " it is a 
vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away The people at Lystra, who had 
proposed to worship St. Paul as a deity, being soon 
afterwards prejudiced by the objections of certain 
furious persecutors from Antioch and Iconium, rose 
up with violence against him, and stoned him. They 
then dragged him out of the city, with marks of 
extreme contempt, and left him as one dead. Here, 
therefore, the history of our Apostle was, to all human 
appearance, concluded. But the Lord God, who 

I designed him for more extensive usefulness in the 
I church, interposed for his deliverance. He suddenly 
1 and miraculously restored him to his former strength, 
I and the Apostle, undismayed by his enemies, re-
I turned to the city, and the next day travelled with 
' Barnabas to Derbe. It were easy for the Lord to 

rescue his servants from every danger and distress. 
Let us learn to commit ourselves cheerfully to his 
disposal, desirous only, whatever events may await 
us, that " Christ may be magnified in our body, 

I whether it he by life or by death f." 
I At Derbe they preached with vigour and success, 
I and there finished their progress for that time, ad-
I vancing no further into the country. They went f 
I back by the same road, and again visited the places 
| in which they had met with such violent opposition. 

Trusting in divine Providence, they dreaded no con-
I sequences to themselves, and they were solicitous to 

confirm and comfort those who had received by their 
ministry the good word of God. They exhorted the 
disciples, therefore, throughout that region, to main
tain their Christian profession under all their afflic-

, | tions, and reminded them that God has appointed his 
people to pass through many trials in the road to his 

* James iv. 14. f Phil. i. 20. 
j kingdom. 
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L • rrAnm At the several towns where churches were 
SfeS; th£ort£S ministers over them, for therr 

S3! i s 2 SSbSK £i,Sg cS. 

to persevere through all opposit.on and tol^ttaat 
fast which thou hast, that no man take thY croJ" u 
Be not unwilling to suffer: ^ 
Dresent portion; it is your duty to bear it cheertuuy, 
fn tlm expectation of receiving « the crown of life 

At length these indefatigable labourers returne 
Antioch in Syria, from which place they had first^set 
out on their important expedition. There they fixed 
their abode for some time, that they might enjoy he 
society of the faithful, and to them they recounted the 
various instances of support and success wv fcic~ 
thev had been favoured in their ministry among the 
Gentiles. Shall not we also cultivate an intercourse 
with those who know and love the Lord . And, 
when admitted to their friendship, shall we not em
brace the opportunity of declaring, or inquiring after, 
the enlargement of the church ? Hath God opened 
the door of faith" to those who were in darkness? 
Let this be proclaimed with grateful adoration: tor 
no information can be more interesting or delightful. 
Compared with this, how trifling and foolish are the 
subjects which generally occupy conversation. How 
grievous is the stupidity of men, who, though eager 
to hear or relate every idle occurrence, have no desire 
to be acquainted with the glorious work which God 
is carrying on by the Gospel of his Son! 
v D St. Paul and his companion were now called 
52.' to different trials, not to contend with furious 

adversaries, but to oppose and correct some dange
rous mistakes among the brethren. A dissension 
arose, in consequence of certain Jewish zealots main-

* Rer.iii. 11. . . 
taming 



306 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

taming that circumcision and the observance of the 
ceremonial law were absolutely necessary for the 
salvation of Gentile believers*. Our Apostle con. 
sidered the sentiment as a destructive error, subvert
ing the very foundation of the Gospel, and set himself 
to resist it with great firmness. It implied that the 
obedience and sacrifice of Christ are not a sufficient 
ground of dependence towards God ; that we cannot 
be completely justified by faith alone, however sin
cere ; and that our own qualifications or perform
ances have a share, at least, in procuring our favour
able acceptance. 

We might have thought that positions so directly 
contrary to the fundamental principles of the Christian 
system would have gained no credit But many 
were staggered; and therefore, from a desire of satis-
fying their consciences, and restoring the peace of 

the church, it was agreed that Paul and Barnabas 
1 should go to Jerusalem, and take the opinion of the 

Apostles and elders upon the subject +• Accordingly 
' a solemn council was there held, and the matter se

riously discussed. A full account of the work of God 
among the Gentiles was given; and it was decided 
that real believers among the uncircumcispd should 
not be required to conform to the Mosaic rites, but 
be considered as complete in Christ Jesus. With 
this decree the ambassadors returned to Antioch; and 
their intelligence produced great joy among the dis
ciples. For that time the dispute was settled ; but it 
broke out afterwards in other places, as appears from 
several of St. Paul's epistles, especially from that to 
the Galatians. 

Erroneous doctrines of a like dangerous tendency 
are propagated in the present day. Circumcision in
deed is not insisted on ; but, as if the merit of the 

* Acts XV.  1 ,  & c .  

i fh '+ supposed that the Apostle refers to this journey when he 
jf .f he " went up by revelation." Doubtless he then acted 
mlpr^fn ie#iln^li,enre Spirit, and the consultation was orer-
oftbe Gospel Ga^iunderstanding a,ld raore explicit declaration 

Saviour 
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Saviour were not sufficient for our justification, it is r 
S?.SS church, corrupt 
its members " from the simplicity that is m Christ . 
He i^ the fa the r of lies and it is ^ g^nd^ufice ̂  
spread false opinions. It is remarkable that the un 
scriptural sentiments advanced in modern times 
made their appearance vary early; e J 
to do so that they might receive a full confutation 
from the Apostles themselves. Let us beware of the 
subtle devices of our adversary; and, in divine 
successfully to resist him, let us study the <}i 
oracles, which will furnish us with weapons ot defence 
against all the attacks of error. HP bad 

During St. Paul's continuance at Antioch, he had 
occasion to speak in language of s h a l p re pre e 
to St. Peter, who visited the place, and j 
from the Gentile converts through a tear °1 dis
pleasing the Jewsf. Paul stood forth as a bold ad
vocate for the liberty of the Gospel, 
the Gentiles, who were turned to God by faith, weie 
as secure, through the grace t 
Jews themselves. It was a painful task to reprove a 
beloved bfother; but, where the purity of Gods 
truth is likely to suffer, we should make no compli
ances, nor show any partialities; we should earnestly 
contend for the honour of the Gospel, even against 
our dearest friends. , . 

The church at Antioch enjoyed the society and the 
labours of St. Paul for some time. But being eager 
to extend his usefulness, and confirm the disciples at 
a distance, he proposed to Barnabas that they should 
again visit the people to whom they had preached, 
and inquire into their state. The scheme was readily 
agreed to; and yet it gave occasion to a warm con
tention, which issued in a separation of these two 
affectionate companions. We contemplate this cir
cumstance with wonder and grief. But, when we 

* 2 Cor. xi. 3, t Gal. ii. 1I> &c. 
perceive 
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perceive the evident signs of wrong tempers in per- j 
sons so confessedly eminent, we should learn to place 
no confidence in the most exalted of human cha-
racters, and to keep our own hearts with diligence 
and care. The cause of the difference appears tri- 1 

fling ; but there is nothing, however inconsiderable, 
which may not excite and draw forth some latent j 
corruption of the mind : nay, probably, we are most 
liable to fall by the smallest temptations; for these do 
not awaken our fears, or compel us to stand upon 
our guard. 

Barnabas was attached to his nephew John Mark, 
and desirous that he should be received again as 
their associate. Paul 9tated the impropriety of taking 
with them such an attendant as had shamefully de
serted them on a former occasion. Each of the dis
putants might urge various reasons, and, possibly, 
both were influenced by right motives. But we 

not to justify every thing even in the Apos« 
:les. They were men, and sometimes openly be
trayed that depravity which they continually la
mented in secret. In the present case, we apprehend, 
the two parties felt a blamable warmth of temper. 
O let us watch, and, remembering what is in our 
hearts, always suspect some danger nigh! We are 
exposed in the company of dearest friends, as well as 
in that of our most decided enemies. 

But we admire the overruling providence of God, 
which in various ways brings good out of evil. This 
very disagreement became^ the means of enlarging 
the church, and promoting the salvation of many 
souls. The two preachers, who went different roads, 
carried the message of the Gospel to different quar
ters. Though parted from each other, they still con
tinued to publish it to an ignorant and unbelieving 
woi'Id; and their temporary division became the 
cause of its more speedy and extensive propagation. 
It appears, also, that, whatever resentment might 
be felt at the time, a perfect reconciliation was soon 
effected. Paul himself afterwards spoke in the 

highest 
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highest terms, not only of his beloved Barnabas, but 
of Mark also, whom he received as bis assistant. . 
Christians may be seduced from the path ot duty, but 
their sincerity will be evinced by their recovery. 

The example before us does not afford any just 
encouragement of sin ; it furnishes the strongest ar
guments for holiness. Well may we blush, and 
hide our faces in the dust, upon a comparison ot 
ourselves with St. Paul. Do we not perceive in him 
an excellence of character of which we are destitute f 
If it was right for him to labour with such unwearied 
assiduity, to spend and be spent in the service of 
Christ, shall we think ourselves at liberty to lead an 
unprofitable and a sensual life, to take our ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry ? No we must be conformed 
to the spirit of the Apostles and primitive believers 
and learn, like them, to " deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world, looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ t>" 
* 1 Cor. ix. 6. Col. W. 10. 2 Tim. iv. 11. + Titus ii. 12,13. 
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S A I N T  P A U L .  

SECT. 3. 

Paul circumcised Timothy at Lystra—came to Irons 
—thence to Philippi, where Lydia and the gaoler 
were converted—proceeded to 1hessalonica, Boeii, 
Athens, and Corinth—visited Jerusalem, and then 
returned, confirming the churches. 

T H O U G H  Chr i s t ians  are indebted to the grace of 
God for every particle of excellence which tbey 
possess, the effects of this grace are not equally con
spicuous \u them all. Frequently they, whose former 
spirit and conduct have been most opposite to the 

'Gospel, shine with peculiar lustre after conversion, 
A larger experience of their own folly and perverse-
ness renders them more humble and watchful: a 
stronger sense of their vast obligations to God, for 
pardoning and subduing their iniquities, excites 
them to more lively and vigorous exertions in their 
holy profession. Such was the great Apostle whose 
character we are contemplating. It is not spoken to | 
the disparagement of other believers when it is as
serted that we have known none more eminent in 
every Christian disposition and practice than St. Paul: 
nor was it the language of vain confidence or pre
sumption when he said of himself, " In nothing am 
I behind the very chiefest Apostle.s Being con
strained to mention his own case, he expressed an 
earnest desire that the praise of all bis attainments 
and usefulness might be ascribed to God alone. He 
declared "By the g race qf God I am what I am: 

-. *2 Cor. xii. J l. 
and 
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and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not 
in vain : but I laboured more abundantly than they 
all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me May the consideration of his example rouse 
and animate our dull and inactive minds; and may 
the same blessed Spirit, which wrought effectually 
in him, enable us, also, to " adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things !" 
A D Upon his separation from Barnabas, having 
53.' chosen Silas as his companion, he departed 

from Antioch with the prayers and benedictions of 
the church, and travelled through Syria and Cilicia, 
eon firming the faith of the disciples "j*. AiVhen he 
came to Lystra, he met with Timothy, a pious and 
amiable youth, who afterwards attained considerable 
eminence St. Paul being desirous of taking him 
as an associate in his further progress, and setting 
him apart for the work of the ministry, judged it ex
pedient that he should submit to the rite of circum
cision. The performance of this ceremony was, in 
itself, a matter of indifference, but might in the 
present instance prevent some objections against 
them and their doctrine. Notwithstanding the liberty 
allowed to the Gentiles, it was still generally thought 
that all persons of Jewish extraction should conform 
to the Mosaic law. Now as the mother of Timothy 
was a Jewess (though his father was a Greek) it 
seemed probable that his case would be narrowly 
observed, and that^ if circumcision were omitted, he 
would be unacceptable to the Jews, and Paul s in
timacy with him give them great offence. 

The conduct of the Apostle on another occasion 
•was very different, and has excited some surprise. 
He firmly opposed the circumcision of Titus; evi
dently because it was insisted on as necessary to sal
vation, though Titus was a Gentile. On this ground 
Paul would not consent to it, lest the doctrine of 
justification by faith in Jesus Christ should appear to 
be denied or renounced §. He had the largest views 
* I Cor. xv. 10. f Acts xv. 40, 41. | xvi. J, &c. § Gai. ii. 3-!-5. 
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of Christian liberty, and was a zealous advocate for 
it; yet, in order to recommend the truth which he 
preached, he was willing to conform to the prejudices 
of others in matters not essential. The case of Ti
mothy was one instance out of several in which 
" unto the Jews he became as a Jew, that he might 
gain the Jews*." We admire his meekness, self-
denial, and disinterested regard to the credit and ad
vancement of the Gospel. Such compliances are truly 
honourable, and may greatly add to a person's use
fulness in the world. But let us take heed lest we 
pervert this example, by making concessions clearly 
sinful or of a dangerous tendency, or by yielding, 
even in things lawful, through covetousness or am
bition. . 

While Paul and his beloved companions travelled 
from place to place, and scattered the good seed, they 

saw the blessed fruits of their labours. Under their 
care the churches daily increased in numbevs, and be
came more and more established in the faith. These 
messengers of Heaven were guided in their various 
removals, as well as in their preaching, by the imme
diate direction of the Holy Spirit. They opened 
their embassy in one district, where they were re
ceived as the angels of God f* hut were forbidden to 
do it in another, at least for a season. Having tra
versed a large part of Asia, and arrived at Troas, they 
collected, from a vision in the night, that they were 
called to cross the water into Europe, and preach » 
the Gospel in Macedonia. They obeyed without 
reluctance or delay, being prepared to pass over 
lands or seas, wherever the Lord should mark out 
their course. 

The first town of note to which they came was 
Philjppi; and, during their continuance there, some 
occurrences happened which demand particular at
tention. The sacred historian minutely records the 
conversion of an individual, which proved the begin
ning of a large and prosperous church. On the sab-
* 1 Cor. ix. £o—S3. See also Acta xxi. 21—34. >v 14,15. 
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bath-dav they took the opportunity of addressing 
certain women, assembled together in a place set 
apart for prayer. Many, it should seem, were pre
sent, but we read only ot one person, named Lydia, 
who received real advantage. She listened with 
eagerness: " The Lord opened her heart. I his 
favourable disposition is, indeed, accounted tor; 
but let us mark its influence and blessing. Imme
diately she felt the efficacy of the Gospel; both she 
and her family were baptized, and her house was 
opened for the accommodation of those who had 
brought her the glad tidings of salvation. Ah! why 
is it that others refuse even an attentive hearing ? 
Because ignorance, prejudice, pride, and sensuality, 
render us all averse to such subjects. Our minds are, 
as it were, closed against the truth of God, and resist 
its admission. O let us pray that the Loid would 
remove the obstruction, and open our hearts! Thus 
only will the doctrine ofGhrist find a ready entrance, 
and make a lasting impression. 

How various are the methods of grace! Lydia, 
probably, was wrought upon in a gentle manner.with
out any strong terrors or violent emotions. But we 
proceed to consider another conversion of a different 
sort, and one in which the hand of God was more 
visibly exerted. Some singular circumstances which 
preceded were evidently ordered by the divine Pro
vidence with a view to this event. 

A certain damsel at Philippi, under a demoniacal 
possession, pretending to a power of divination, bore 
a public and repeated testimony to St. Paul and his 
associates, as the servants of the most high God, and 
teachers of the only way of salvation. The multi
tude might imagine from such an attestation that she 
was in league with the preachers of the Gospel, and 
that they wereall impostors of the same kind, equally 
deserving of neglect and contempt. That there might 
be no ground, however, for the suspicion, the Apostle 
commanded the evil spirit to depart. The damsel 
was a slave, and her owners had reaped large pe-

VOL. IV- p cuniarv 
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cuniary advantages from her magical art. They now 
found that their gain was at an end, and with great 
indignation dragged Paul and Silas before the magi-
strates of the city, accusing them of sedition. Thus 
it frequently happens that interested persons, whose 
dishonest profits are likely to suffer, bitterly inveigh 
against the zealous preachers and professors of our 
holy religion, and charge upon them that very disturb-
ance of which they themselves are the authors. By 
slanderous reproaches and malicious calumnies Satan 
and his agents may so far prevail as to bring the faith
ful servants of God into temporary danger and distress. 

The populace rose up with fury against these am
bassadors of Christ. The magistrates themselves 
treated them most injuriously, condemned them with-
out any fair examination, tore off their clothes, 
caused them to be scourged with many stripes, cast 
them into prison, and left them in the hands of an 
austere and inhuman gaoler. He, too, as if he were 
glad of his commission, thrust them into one of the 
closest cells, and secured their feet in the stocks. 
Yet, behold the situation and conduct of the servants 
of God! Where distress and dejection are usual, there 
we find them maintaining their wonted reliance on 
His power; where the heart of the stoutest com
monly fails and is afraid, there they are rejoicing, 
•nd at peace. The darkness and horrors of the dun
geon could not exclude the light of God's counte
nance: though their wounded bodies suffered sharp 
anguish, divine consolations flowed in upon their 
minds. At midnight they were heard to pray aloud, 
and to sing hymns of praise. Their case, then, may 
encourage us to " commit the keeping of our souls 
to God in well-doing," whatever dangers may threaten 
us. S( In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence; 
and his children shall have a place of refuge They 
possess a never-failing source of peace and joy, of 
which they cannot be deprived by stripes, chains, 
and tortures. 

* Pror. xir. 26. 
It 

ST* TA-VL. 
It soon appeared that this painful dispensation was 

appointed to accomplish the most gractous designs. 
TPfe Lord interpose/for the vindicationrand delwe; 
ance of his oppressed servants. While they were 
engaged in exercises of devotion, the earth rembled 
the prison was shaken to its foundation, the doors 
thrown open, and all the fetters of the prisoners in
stantly broken. In this awful scene our attention^ 
chiefly directed to the gaoler. Alarmed and terrified, 
under an apprehension that all the persons committed 
to him had escaped, he was about to despatch himself 
with his own sword. Paul, however, knowing his 
purpose, happily diverted him from it -. yet the alarm 
given to his spirits did not end here. Upoftbearmg 
the voice of the Apostle, the stout-hearted sinm , 
overwhelmed with fear and consternation, ran iM™ 
down at  the feet  of  the very men whom hehadso 
lately treated with insult  and cruelty,  and cried ou,  
in deep concern for his soul, « Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?" Astonishing change indeed, accom
plished by no less a power than that which produced 
the miraculous convulsion of the earth. 

Paul and Silas could not but listen to his words 
with peculiar delight. They were ready to instruct 
the inquiring penitent, and, forgetting their 
stripes, were most eager to heal his wounded con-
science. Immediately they preached Christ to^ him 
and his family, assuring them that on their believing 
they should obtain salvation. The effect was won
derful. Tlie gaoler was converted, and, while t>y 
faith he committed himself to Jesus divine peace and 
joy sprang up in his heart. How different, also, his 
outward behaviour, as well as his inward affectionsi 
He brought out Paul and Silas from their confine
ment, washed their lacerated bodies, and gave them 
food for their refreshment: both he and his domestics 
were baptized, and probably his house became a 
church for God. Thus the violent opposition eventu
ally promoted " the furtherance of the Gospel. 
why should you fear, if you are engaged in the caus 
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of God and his truth ? But, if you are fighting against 
Him, you cannot possibly prevail, however strong 
may be your party, however subtle and protound 
your schemes. 

In the morning, the magistrates, probably terrified 
by the earthquake, ordered the prisoners to be dis
missed. But Paul, with the confidence of an up
right man, remonstrated against the injurious treat-
ment they had received, and observed that as Roman 
citizens they were entitled to peculiar privileges, and 
might demand satisfaction. After this bold repre
sentation they obtained a proper concession from the 
officers, and an honourable discharge. They did not 
rigorously insist on their rights, but showed that 
they were men of peace; for, as soon as they had vi-
sited and comforted the brethren, they quitted the 
town, lest further tumult and disturbance should be 
excited. Such was the first planting of the church at 
Philippi, of which the most favourable testimony is 
iven in the sacred records: and from such small be-
innings, under the blessing of our God, works of 

extensive usefulness often take their rise. 
Not discouraged by the violence they had met with, 

our Apostle and his associates pressed on to other 
services. Having passed through some considerable 
cities in Macedonia, they came to Thessalonica, a 
place of peculiar note *. There also, according to 
his custom, St. Paul resorted to the synagogue of the 
Jews, addressed his countrymen on the grand topics 
of the Gospel, and proved, from their own Scriptures, 
that Jesus is indeed the promised Messiah. Nor did 
he speak in vain; many believed his report, and 
joined his company. But others soon discovered a 
different spirit. The Jews, who rejected his word, 
raised a violent and furious opposition; they collected 
certain low and profligate fellows, and threw the 
whole town into commotion. The house where Paul 
lodged was assaulted ; and, though he escaped, Jason, 
who was his host, and some of the brethren, were 

* Acts xvii. i, Sit*. 
dragged 
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dragged before the magistrates, and accused as per
sons disaffected to the government, and as general 
disturbers of the peace, who " had turned the world 
upside down." The prosecution indeed was 
dropped, but it became necessary for Paul and kuas to 
fly from the place under cover of the night. 

It may be asked, Is this the pure doctrine of Jesus 
Christ, which is every where spoken against, which 
causes divisions and animosities in families, towns, 
and neighbourhoods? Can that system which breathes 
nothing hut benevolence, and is calculated to pro
mote universal happiness, be liable to such objections, 
and produce such consequences? Yes, these are 
the very calumnies, these the effects, which we are 
taught will usually attend the faithful declaration of 
the Gospel: but they are to be ascribed to the per-
verseness of its opposers, and not to the nature or 
tendency of its principles. We ought not, therefore, 
to be staggered in our belief or profession of the 
truth. Shall the ministers of Christ dread the re
sentment of the world ? There is a way to avoid it; 
there is a method of preaching which gives no dis
turbance. But is this the scheme you would recom
mend ? Would you have them accommodate their 
message to men's vitiated taste, and say " Peace, 
peace, when there is no peace?" Then, indeed, 
there might be no persecution: but the prospect 
hereafter would be tremendous; the deceived and 
the deceiver would perish together *. 

St. Paul did not continue long at Thessalonica; 
but the fruits of his labours were glorious and lasting. 
His two epistles to the church in that place evidently 
show that the Gospel prevailed and triumphed in 
the midst of opposition. He speaks of the Christians 
there in higher terms than of any other society. He 
thus writes: "Our Gospel came not unto you in 
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance: having received the word 
in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost, ye 

* Matt, xy. 14. 
were 
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were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and 
Achaia How are the hands of ministers strength
ened, and their hearts comforted, when they can 
give such an account of the people under their 
charge! 

His letters, likewise, prove how great was his 
tenderness among the Thessalonians, how strong his 
affection for them, how irreproachable his conduct 
It should seem that with difficulty he procured com
mon provisions ; or that he refused the offers of sup
port from his friends, for the sake of recommending 
the Gospel by his disinterested spirit, and exhibiting 
a pattern of diligence. " He did not eat any man's 

j bread for nought; but wrought with labour and tra-
I vail NIGHT AND DAY, that he might not be charge-
1 able to any of them f." Sometimes he received 
I relief from the Philippians: but this he neither 
'1 sought nor desired J. What an example of generosity, 
• patience, and self-denial, springing from the most 

Im exalted motives V Such were the lessons which 
J our Apostle had learned at the feet of Jesus §. Are 
f we thus instructed ? What have we been enabled to 

do, or relinquish, or endure, in the service of Christ? 
Justly may we be ashamed to mention our own dif
ficulties, when we read those of St. Paul. 

After his departure from Thessalonica, he fled to 
the neighbouring city ofBerea, and there also opened 
his commission in the synagogue of the Jews. The k 
appearances were pleasing: the people discovered a 
much nobler disposition than the Thessalonians. They 
were willing to hear, and with great diligence and 
seriousness compared the Apostle's doctrines with 
the Scriptures: nor do we wonder that many em
braced the Christian faith. It challenges and de
serves inquiry, and to the humble and teachable, as 
it promises, so it communicates knowledge and hap
piness. Those who reject it are generally too indo
lent or too bigoted to give it a fair examination : and 

• 1 Tfaess. i. 5—-7. f 2 Tbess. iii. 8. J Phil. ir. 16, 17* 
§ 11, IS. 

yet, 
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yet, with much arrogance, they call themselves free-

'h But The labours of St. Paul were soon closed at 
Berea. He was followed by the storm which had 
been raised at Thessalonica. The Jews pursued him 
with indignation, and stirred up a violent commo
tion. It therefore became necessary for him once 
more to consult his safety by flight; though Silas 
and Timothy, as being less obnoxious, ventured to 
continue there for a time, that they might carry on 
the work of God. Thus the opposition, as before, 
contributed to a more extensive propagation ot the 
Gospel, and Satan defeated his own purpose. I he 
unbelief and resistance of some were the means ot 
sending salvation to many others. 

Paul was conducted to Athens, a city the most 
celebrated for the study of philosophy and all polite 
literature. But, even here, profound ignorance of 
God, and stupid idolatries, prevailed, evidently proving 
the Apostle's assertion, that " the world by wis
dom knew not God*." His mind was deeply af
fected by viewing the gross superstitions of men who 
boasted of their superior discernment. Though he 
possessed a fine taste and improved understanding, 
he attended not to the learned curiosities and dispu
tations of the place, which as a scholar he might 
have relished. But he felt a strong desire to correct 
the fatal errors universally received, and to diffuse 
the knowledge of his God and Saviour. To this end 
he bore his testimony in various parts of that re
nowned city. His sentiments, however, suited not 
the notions of proud philosophers. They despised 
him as a trifling contemptible fellow, a mere babbler, 
who had nothing to offer deserving of their notice. 
Others represented him as an advocate for certain 
foreign deities when he preached Jesus and the re
surrection. He was therefore summoned to answer 
for himself, and give an account of his doctrine 

* 1 C»r. i. 31. 
before 
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before the high court, which assembled on the famou 
hill of Areopagus. 

In such a formidable situation our Apostle stood 
forth to declare the grand principles of true religion. 
His address upon that occasion was masterly, and 
admirably adapted to the circumstances and cha
racter of the audience. He began with an observation 
on their uncommon attention to the worship of in
visible beings,, and said that, in his view of their 
devotional rites, he had particularly remarked an 
altar inscribed t€ TO THE UNKNOWN GOD." While 
they, therefore, evidently confessed their ignorance, 
he avowed himself ready to give them instructions 
in this important subject. He then insisted on some 
of the perfections of that God whom they knew not, 
the God of creation and the God of providence ; and 
proved, by an appeal to his works and to the con

fessions of their own poets, that he is the Maker, 
Supporter, and Governor, of the world. From these 
principles he argued with great strength against thei? 
idolatrous notions and practices.. He affirmed that 
this God had long borne with the folly of men, and 
suffered them to follow their own devices: but that 
repentance was now universally and indispensably 
required by the authority of Heaven. He further 
enforced the duty by the awful consideration of a 
day of future retribution and general judgment, of 
which, he declared, the Lord God had given an as
surance by the resurrection of the Saviour from the 
dead. 

There was a peculiar wisdom and dignity in the 
Apostle's address: but it should seem that his au
dience interrupted him just as he was entering on the 
most important topics. Conceited of their own eru
dition, they refused him a serious and patient hearing, 
and, as it frequently happens, rejected with a con
temptuous sneer what they could not confute. 
Though many, however, made light of his doctrine, 
there were some who believed and showed a strong 

attachment 

f 
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attachment to him, and of these one or two of con-
siderable rank. , 

It is supposed that there was scarcely any place m 
which St. Paul met with so little success as in this 
celebrated city, among these accomplished scholars 
and acute philosophers. Justly may we cry out, 
" Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is 
the disputer of this world? Hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world ?' In other ages 
and countries, many persons,admired for then sagacity 
and superior attainments in learning, have been among 
the bitterest opposers of the Gospel. And no wonder, 
since this system strikes at the root of our pride, 
and can find admission with those only who are willing 
to become fools, that they may be wise f. It is no 
argument against Christianity that it was rejected by 
these vain pretenders to science at Athens: nay, 
their rejection of it can be readily explained. But it 
is a strong evidence in its favour that Paul was not 
afraid to propose and maintain it in such a philo
sophic city, and that some were brought over to his 

Let us inquire, who among ourselves have cordi
ally submitted to the faith of Christ? It is worthy of 
the acceptation of the highest ranks: but if you who 
fill an exalted place in society are disposed to embrace 
the Gospel, like Dionysius and Da maris at Athens, 
how great are your obligations to that God who has 
removed your prejudice and subdued your pride! Are 
there not some, who, with a show of wisdom, are 
obliged to confess that they worship an unknown 
God ? We entreat you to listen to those who would 
declare him unto you. Your past times have been 
" times of ignorance," notwithstanding a superstitious 
performance of the formalities of devotion. O praise 
the Lord, who has been patient and long-suffering 
towards you; and now hear his voice, for he calleth 
you to repentance L We remind you of the final advent 
of the Saviour, and the solemnities of the universal 

# l Cor, i. 20. • f iii. 18. 
p 5 judgment. 
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judgment. These things are too important to be 
dismissed with a sneer. Consider them with fixed 
attention: believe, and be saved. 

From Athens our Apostle proceeded to Corinth*, 
This large and flourishing city, which abounded in 
wealth and magnificence, was infamous even to a 
proverb for its general spirit of dissipation. It might 
seem, therefore, an unlikely place for the reception of 
the Gospel: but the ministers of Christ must " preach 
to every creature," depending upon God to make his 
own word effectual. When he is pleased to send it 
forth as " the rod of his strength +," it accomplishes 
great events. It is " mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds f." At Corinth a nu
merous society of Christians was gathered, as we may 
learn from the two epistles addressed to that church; 
and some of these had once been of an abandoned 
character. 

Here he met with two pious persons, Aquila and 
his wife Priscilla, who had lately been banished from 
Rome for their religion. With them he took up his 
abode, and laboured for his support as a tent-maker; 
for they had all been instructed in the same occupation. 
At first, probably, this attention to his trade was ab
solutely necessary; and afterwards he thought it ex
pedient, that he might prevent or remove prejudices 
and objectionsA and prove that he sought not his own 
ease or interest §. His grand aim was to spread the 
knowledge of divine truth, and to " win souls." On 
every sabbath he stood forth in the Jewish syna
gogue as an advocate for the Gospel. Especially when 
Silas and Timothy came to him from Macedonia, 
and enlivened him by their presence and good ac
count of the churches, he felt a peculiar earnestness 
of spirit for the honour of his Master, and preached 
with fresh vigour. The Jews rejected his testimony, 
and blasphemed the Lord Christ, whom he com
mended to their regard. He, therefore, solemnly 

* Acts xriii. i, Sec. m f psaJ. ex. 2. f 2 Cor. x. 4. 
§ I Cor. ix. 12—19. 2 Cor. xi. 7—12. 
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warned them of their condemnation, charged their 
destruction upon their own heads, and then 
from them to the Gentiles. He no more renewed his 
instructions in their synagogue, but, from that time, 
addressed the people, who were disposed to hear him, 
at the house of one Justus, in the neighbourhood.^ 

His labours were not ineffectual. Crispus, a man 
of some rank as being " the ruler of the synagogue 
and many of the Corinthians also, came forth and 
made profession of the Christian faith. Yet it was a 
season of distress with the Apostle; and it should 
seem that he gave way to an improper dejection ot 
mind. He declares that he had been with them in 
weakness and in fear, and in much trembling*. A 
view of the prevailing wickedness in that opulent 
city a sense of his own infirmities, the contempt 
with which both he and his doctrine were treated, 
and an apprehension of danger, combined probably 
to discourage him ; and it appears as if he was ready 
to take his flight, or decline his work. At that juncture 
the Lord graciously interposed, commanded him to 
persist in his service with diligence and intrepidity, 
and promised him the divine presence, protection 
from enemies, and great success in his ministry among 
the Corinthians. He thus addressed him in a vision 
of the night, " Be not afraid, but speak, and hold 
not thy peace : for I am with thee, and no man shall 
set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in 
this place." 

St. Paul was emboldened, by this assurance from 
Heaven, to continue at Corinth a year and six months, 
during which time he laboured in the Gospel with 
much assiduity, and to good effect. There also he 
wrote his Epistles to the Thessalonians, and, as some 
think, that to the Galatians. They were probably 
the first of his compositions now remaining. He 
forgot not the concerns of his distant brethren, but 
felt a painful anxiety for them, when he heard of 

* 1 Cor. ii. 3. 
certain 
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certain instances of misconduct and declension in the 
churches. 

The faithful ambassadors of Christ may be in-
structed from the example before us. It is nothing 
wonderful' that they, like this eminent Apogtle, 
should be oppressed and discouraged by inward 
temptations as well as outward opposition. 0, let us 
not increase their difficulties by our contempt or un-
kindness ! Rather let us strengthen their hands in 
God by our cordial reception of the truth, and pray 
for them, that they may be upheld and assisted in 
the vigorous prosecution of their important work. 
May much people be turned to the Lord, through their 
labours* in those very places which they consider as 
most hopeless fin this they may be confident and re
joice, that, wherever their Master has appointed 
them a service, He wilt continue and support them; 
nor shall any violence of their enemies prevent or re
tard the purposes of his mercy. 

At length a severe storm arose at Corinth. The 
Jews were indignant: they seized the Apostle, and 
in an outrageous manner brought him before the tribu
nal of GalHo, the governor or proconsul of Achaia. 
They accused him of introducing a new religion, to 
the subversion of the law; but their accusation was 
rejected, and his defence forbidden with equal con
tempt and disregard of both. Gallio would hear no
thing on-the subject, and therefore instantly dismissed 
the parties. He considered the Jews and their law, 
the Apostle and his Gospel, as beneath his notice; 
they were left to settle, as they chose, what was to 
him a frivolous contention r " he cared for none of 
those things." 

St. Paul remained there some time longer, notwith
standing this strong opposition. It wasnot the mere 
clamour of enemies which could accelerate his depar
ture. When the time came, he took with him his 

Aquila and Priscilla: and it is remarked 
mat at Cenchrea, a neighbouring port, from which he 
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tetsa\\ he shaved his head in consequence of a certain 
vow he had made, probably for a great dehverance 
When they arrived at Ephesus, be preached^the word 
with his aLustomed zeal, but soon left hrsAear com, 
panions there, though they earnestly Vf^ed lum o 
continue. He " conferred not with flesh and blood, 
pressing on with unremitting ardour wherever his 
duty called him. He hastened to Jerusalem vvith 
charitable contributions for the church; and, having 
finished the purpose of his journey, he called at An-
tioch upon his return, and made some stay in that 
place. He then passed in a regular progress through
out the country of Galatia and Phrygia, with a vie* 
of propagating the Gospel yet more extensively, and 
encouraging believers under all their trials and du-

^How honourable the employment of the Apostle! 
Happv those who enjoyed the benefit and knew the 
value of his labours! What a glory and excellency 
distinguished his character while he travelled from 
one kingdom to another, " to turn men from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God •, 
« as poor, yet making many rich +!" Instead of 
complaining of his arduous post, he was constrained 
to utter that grateful acknowledgment, " Thanks be 
unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in 
Christ, and makelh manifest the savour of his know
ledge by us in every place J!" 

Here again we pause, and ask. Will any maintain 
that Paul could be a deceiver ? Could all these asto
nishing events, so exactly similar, which his preach
ing produced in different parts of the world, be the 
effect of mere fancy or delusion^ Let infidels credit 
this if they can. They will not, indeed, hesitate to 
admit any absurdities or impossibilities, rather than 
allow that our religion is a revelation from Heaven, 
But let us rejoice in the truth and efficacious in
fluence of the Gospel; " for it is the power of G 
unto salvation to every one that believeth §." Let 

* Acts xxri, IS. t 2 I *4* § Rom. i. 
no1 
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not be satisfied with granting the sincerity, or even 
admiring the excellence, of the Apostle. Do we re
ceive the doctrine which he propagated? Does it re
gulate our faith and practice? We are not so much 
in danger of openly rejecting the whole system, as of 
trifling under an external profession, without expe
riencing " the power of godliness." .0, let us be 
afraid, lest the word which we hear, and pretend to 
believe, should rise up to condemn us in the judgment! 

The Lord God set his seal to the declarations of 
his Apostle ; and we do not hesitate to assert that He 
continues to this day, in a most decided manner, to 
prosper the labours of those who deliver the same 
testimony. Similar effects attend the promulgation of 
the simple and unadulterated Gospel. Many, like 
the Thessalonians, are hereby " turned to God from 
idols, to serve the living and true God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven Let us offer up our fer
vent prayers that we may see more evident proofs 
among ourselves of a divine energy accompanying the 
preaching of the cross. We have many precious 
promises, which should encourage our expectations of 
glorious events. Let those who " have this ministry, 
as they have received mercy, faint notf," but be un
wearied in their exertions for the enlargement and 
prosperity of the church. May they be honoured of 
God, whom they serve in the Gospel of his Son," by 
turning many to righteousness," and then "shineas 
the stars for ever and ever i !" Amen. 

* l Thess. 1; 9, 10. f 2 Cor. iv. 1, J Dan. ^ 
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SECT. 4. 

Paul came to Ephesus—was driven away by a tumult 
of the people—visited Greece—returned to 
raised Eutychus to life—passed on to Miletus—there 
sent for the elders from Ephesits, and took his leave 

—at Tyre and Cesarea was dissuaded from going 
to Jerusalem, but proceeded thither—complied 
Jewish prejudices—assaulted by a mob—taken into 
custody of the Romans—addressed the people, but 
furiously opposed—arraigned before the sanhedrim. 

THE page of history has celebrated the characters 
of many who showed uncommon ardour in spreading 
devastation and misery whilst they passed from king
dom to kingdom. Such were Alexander and Caesar; 
who, however illustrious their names have appeared, 
were no other than the oppressors and murderers of 
mankind. How different the Apostle of Christ! 
His wisdom, zeal, and courage, were superior to 
those of the most admired heroes; and the motives 
of his conduct were noble and excellent, but theirs 
sordid and base. We observe him continually plan
ning fresh schemes, and burning with eager desire, 
to carry the Gospel from nation to nation, in defiance 
of all difficulties and dangers; and it is obvious that 
he was actuated, not by the prospect of temporal 
emolument, dominion, or any carnal gratification, 
but by the purest affection of which the mind is sus
ceptible,—love to God, and to the whole human race. 

From what we have already seen of the extreme 
violence of persecution to which St. Paul was exposed 
in the cause of Christ, it might be thought that he 

would 
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•would soon be discouraged, and decline all further 
exertions. Doubtless this would have been the case 
had be not been upheld by a divine support, and ani-
mated by a full conviction of the truth and excellence 
of those doctrines which he preached. But we shall 
still behold him pressing on to new services; like an 
undaunted conqueror, dissatisfied with former victo
ries, and eager to subdue many more and far distant 
cities and kingdoms, whatever dangers or deaths 
might seem to obstruct his way. 
A. I). We left him, after his journey to Jerusalem, 

57- confirming the churches of Asia. That object 
being accomplished, he returned to Ephesus, a place 
of considerable note, but extremely addicted to ido
latry and sensual excesses. Here be took up his 
abode for some time, and by his labours a large so
ciety of Christians was formed, to whom be after
wards addressed an invaluable epistle, which is still 
extant. 

Here he found certain disciples instructed in the 
doctrine and baptism of John, yet not acquainted 
with that abundant effusion of the Holy Spirit which 
bad been granted as the blessed fruit and evidence 
of our Lord's ascension*. But, by the imposition ! 
of the Apostle's hands, the same miraculous influences 
were conferred on them which other churches had 
received. Thus a glorious attestation was given to 
the Gospel at Ephesus; and probably others were 
thereby induced to become obedient to the faith, j 
There may be many sincere believers in a great mea
sure ignorant of the extent of those privileges to 
which they are admitted in Christ Jesus.. We inquire 
of them, as Paul of the Ephesians, " Unto what were 
ye baptized ?•' and we exhort them to pray earnestly 
that they may be favoured with large communications 
of that light, and strength, and comfort, which God 
hath promised, and is willing to bestow upon his 
people. 

The Apostle opened his commission in the syna-
* Acts xixc I, Sec. 

g ogue 
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gogue of the Jews, 
together, by argumenta?. J , of God. But such 
into subjection to the k 0 ^that at length he 
was the perverseness of that people, wwi - & 
declined all connexion with 
from the synagogue to ^ f^Xo yeats, £ 
he there continued, for the space J During: 
prosecute the great object of his iy. | 
that period opportunity was given to the nrtaMtatt 
o f  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,  a *  w e l l  a s  t o  t h < s  L p h e M ,  
to hear his testimony; and the lajowiedge of salvauon 
was diffused in an extensive mannei. It Please^Y° 
to confirm his doctrine by many surPr^g «|i ade^ 
diseases were instantly removed, and evil spirits dis 

P°CeZi wandering Jews, prelending to the power 
of expelling demons, were desirous to imitate St. Faul, 
and accordingly, in their adjurations, made use of 
the name of Jesus. They had observed the wonders 
it had wrought, whilst they knew not its true emcacy, 
or were impelled by sinister motives to apply and 
pervert it. A remarkable instance of this kind oc
curred in the seven sons of a Jewish priest; they con
spired together for the purpose, but were baffled m 
their scheme, and nearly destroyed by the man whom 
they presumptuously attempted to cure, x he Lord 
Christ is not to be trifled with. He will not give his 
sanction to the devices of hypocrites, and sooner or 
later will detect their perfidy. It is vain, it is dan
gerous, for those who are strangers to his character, 
and live in disobedience to his authority, to profess 
an attachment to his person. Though, they may seem 
to take bis part, in opposition to Satan, and to plead 
bis cause by writing or preaching in defence of the 
Gospel, they are not likely to succeed better than 
" the seven sons of Sceva.'* Their efforts, probably, 
will not avail for the deliverance of others, and will 
certainly turn to their own confusion. 

The defeat of these arrogant pretenders to a con
nexion with the Saviour engaged the public notice at 

Ephesus* 
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Ephesus, and stamped greater credit upon the Gospel 
and the ministry of the Apostle. Men were struck 
with an awful regard for the Lord Jesus, and afraid 
of provoking him by dissimulation. Convinced of 
the sinfulness of their magical arts, they burned 
those very books from which they had derived their 
former gains, and which they might then have sold 
for an immense sum. This was done in the open 
view of the town; and it is remarked as an evidence 
of the glorious efficacy and triumphant success ofthe 
Gospel. It is, indeed, " mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds V Where its power 
is felt, every profane practice will be renounced, and 
even the love of money will be subdued. Have we 
given such a proof of our submission to Christ ? Are 
we willing to forsake those occupations and habits, 
though most profitable9 which cannot be retained 
with a good conscience? Ah ! how many reject the 
word of God, and perish eternally, because they are 
determined to hold fast their unjust gainst " Fifty 
thousand pieces of silver," and the accustomed means 
of subsistence, were sacrificed by these Ephesians: 
let those who are attached to the world say if that 
principle be not most potent which can produce such 
uncommon effects. 

During St. Paul's abode at Ephesus, he was not un
mindful of his friends and brethren at a distance. He 
meditated fresh services in other places, and burned 
with an eager desire not only to visit the churches, 
which were far separated from each other, but to 
carry the glad tidings of salvation even to Rome, the 
metropolis of the world. For the present, since he 
prolonged his stay, he sent as his substitutes into 
Macedonia two of his beloved companions, Timothy 
and Erastus. About this time probably he wrote 
his first epistle to the Corinthians, in which he 
mentions his situation at Ephesus, as affording him 
^P^PrJun.'tles. °f extensive usefulness, though at
tended with violent opposition: " A great door and 

* 2 Cor. x. 4. 
effectual 
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effectual .is opened unto me, and there are ma y 
adversaries his strongest efforts, 

Satan may be expected to use 
by stirring up his zeal°u® af ° the pillars thereof 

who, from their peculiar employme^orconnexio^ 
in life, suppose theii^ emoluments, 
progress ot true religion. 1 heir cnier eni > 
and even their subsistence, may seem to dePend uP 
the folly and wickednm of others, and therefore 
when the word of God comes with power,rndtoig 
men from their evil ways, these people, perceiving 
their " craft is in danger to be set at nought, 

Ephesus. Demetrius who 
derived large profits from the idolatrous wors P 
Diana, stirred up a furious mob against Paul and his 
companions. The Apostle would have ventured into 
the midst of the tumult to address them on. the sub
ject; but be was prevailed on by his triends to o -
suit his safety : and his example teaches us that a 
prudent regard to our own preservation is consistent 
with the warmest zeal. 

At length the town-clerk or recorder of the city 
appeased the violence of the multitude, which threat
ened very serious consequences. He argued not on 
principles of religion, but, as a man whose natural 
discretion suggested the necessity of moderation, 
persuaded them through motives of interest to desist 
from their outrageous proceedings. We perceive the 
hand of God even in such events. 61 He stilleth the 
noise of the seas, and," what is equally untractable, 
" the tumult ofthe people +." His avowed enemies 
come forward to promote his purposes, when he is 
pleased to make use of them: he frequently influences 
those, who bear no good will to Zion, to plead the 
cause of his servants. Let our dependence, then, be 
fixed upon him, and not upon an arm of flesh. 

* i Cor. xvi. 8, 9. t P3»I. !**• "!• 
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With a reference, probably, to this uproar, the 
Apostle said, " I have fought with beasts at Ephe-
sus * and again, " We were pressed outofmea-
sure above strength, insomuch that we despaired 
even of life; but we had the sentence of death in ; 
ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but 
in God which raiseth the dead f ." Ah ! why do we 
shrink from danger, while we are engaged in the work 
of such a Master ? Let us contemplate the illustrious 
pattern before us, and be animated, by the view of his 
patience, faith, and courage, to endure to the end. 

A D. It became expedient for Paul to quit his 
60. situation at Ephesus, and therefore, having 

taken an affectionate leave of the disciples there, he 
directed his course to Macedonia f. Ever intent 
upon his work, he preached and exhorted from place 
to place, and thus passed on to the southern parts of 

Greece. In the midst of various distresses, inward 
as well as outward, he prosecuted his journey to 
Corinth : and, having spent three months in that 
neighbourhood, when he was prevented by a design 
upon his life from embarking to Syria, he returned 
through Macedonia, and sailed from Philippi to 
Troas. There he remained seven days, and on the 
first day of the week delivered with peculiar energy 
an address to the disciples, who were assembled for 
the celebration of the Lord's supper. It should seem, 
that, as he was " ready to depart on the morrow," 
\\e was induced, under the thoughts of leaving them, 
to protract the service to an uncommon length: "he 
continued his speech until midnight." The more 
deeply our hearts are affected with divine things, 
and the stronger are our impressions of the love of 
Christ, we shall be more eagerly desirous both to de
clare and hear the glorious truths of the Gospel. The 
m£n. *be world may wonder and revile: but, 

' they devote days and weeks to the pursuit of 
in pleasures, let us not think a few hours too much 

e empf°yed in spiritual exercises. 
* X Cor. xr. a* f 3 Cor> • ^ 9 . Mts Ky h ^ 

The. 

The Christians at Troas met in an upper room, 
and it is remarked by the historian that they had 
many lights: their religious assemblies, thereiore, 
were not held in the dark, as some have maliciously 
insinuated. On the occasion now mentioned, a 
young man, inattentive probably to the Apostle s ex
hortations, was overpowered with sleep, and, falling 
to the ground from the window in which he sat, was 
taken up dead. This circumstance produced con
fusion and distress in the congregation, till St. Paul, 
having embraced the body in faith and prayer, re
stored it to life. We lament that there are among 
ourselves such numerous instances of drowsy wor
shippers, persons pretending, at least, to join in the 
divine ordinances, but so listless and stupid, that 
much of the short time allotted to the service seems 
to be slumbered away. Some may plead their in
firmities or the prolixity of the preacher; but the 
practice is not to be justified. It betrays a want of 
true spiritual vigour, and a sad neglect, if not con
tempt, of God, which must be highly offensive to 
Him. Who would not be afraid of falling down dead 
in such a state, and where no revival, like that of 
Eutychus, could be expected? Who does not 
tremble at the thought of being thus summoned to 
the tribunal of Heaven ? 

The Apostle resumed his discourse, and was not 
willing to part from his dear friends till break of day. 
They spent the whole night in sweet communion 
with God and with each other. How rare an exam
ple of zeal and love! At length he left the place, 
and, for one stage at least, chose to travel on foot. 
He affected no pomp, and probably, in prosecuting 
his journey by himself, wished to secure some time 
for retirement. At Assos he joined his companions, 
with whom he took ship, and, having touched at 
different towns on the sea-coast, came to Miletus. 
He hastened to Jerusalem, and therefore, that he 
might not be detained by the tender importunities of 

his 
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his Christian brethren at Epbesus, he passed by that 
citv. He sent, however, for the elders of their j 
church to Miletus, and addressed himself to them in I 
a solemn and pathetic manner, giving them his las; | 
charge, and suggesting suitable instructions tor the i 
execution of their important office. 

He appealed to their knowledge and observation ot 
his conduct for a proof of his integrity, meekness, 
diligence, and zeal, in the exercise of his ministry 
amongst them. He reminded them of the fide it, 
and earnestness with which he had preached, and of 
the grand subjects on which he had insisted, repent-
ance and faith. He informed them that he was going, 
under a strong impulse of the Spirit, to Jerusalem, 
and, though ignorant of the event, had receivedM» 
sitiveand repeated assurances that bonds and afflic
tions awaited him there. Yet he declared, that, k 
from being staggered by the prospect, he valued no 
life itself, provided he could finish his course witfc 
joy, and fulfil his ministry by an extensive propa-
gation of the Gospel. 

He affirmed that thev were then looking upoc 
him for the last time, and exhorted them to consider, 
that, as he had delivered to them the whole Christian 
system without reserve, he should stand acquitted 
before God, whatever might become of the peopi? 
for whom he had laboured, and that they must an

swer for their own souls. He charged them, there
fore, to maintain a constant care over themselves and 
every part of the flock committed to them, remem
bering from whom they had received their appoint
ment, and how dear to God was that church," which 
He had purchased with his own blood." He warned 
them of false and destructive teachers, who would 
soon arise and excite disturbances, and pressed upon 
them the duty of unceasing vigilance. He then com
mended them all to God and to the word of bjs 

grace, expressing the most earnest desires for their 
spiritual advancement and final salvation, and pro-

ST. FAt5L. 

posed for their imitation his own example of dili
gence, disinterestedness, self-denial, and benevolent 
attention to the poor. 

The separation was truly affecting. Upon his 
bended knees he offered up his fervent supplications 
for tbem, whilst they with many tears wept over him 
and embraced him. We wonder not at their (Pistress, 
as they were assured that they should see his face no 
more; no more be favoured with his ministrations, 
his counsels, or prayers. They accompanied him to 
the ship, to bid him the last farewell, and then, as 
it were by violence, he was torn from them. 

May we not ask, IS there any thing in this ad
dress like the language of an impostor ? Do we not 
perceive the clearest marks of an upright man, and 
of a messenger from Heaven ? O that all the am
bassadors of Christ may partake of his spirit, be less 
attentive to the world, and more mindful of their 
important office 1 O that, like him, they may feel a 
generous concern for the people of their charge, and 
be solicitous to feed them with the wholesome doc
trines of God's word! May Jesus, their exalted Lord, 
endue them with all necessary wisdom, strength, and 
zeal, and prosper their exertions for his own glory! 
May he teach and enable them to " take heed unto 
themselves, and to all the flock!" So will they 
u not shun to declare all the counsel of God," and, 
when they close their services on earth, it will inspire 
them with gratitude and joy to be assured that they 
are " pure from the blood of all men." 

Paul sailed from Miletus, and, having passed by 
several places, landed at Tyre, where he found some 
dear followers of the Saviour, and continued with them 
seven days*. In that city certain persons, under a 
prophetic impulse, warned him of danger, and en
treated him not to proceed to Jerusalem. But, being 
confident that duty called him, he did not shrink 
from his purpose. Having taken a solemn leave of 
his friends, with whom he was not ashamed to kneel 

* Acts xxi, l, 
dowa 
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. wn Vn DTaver upon the sea-shore, he pursued his 
frr"« PT stoppeJ to pay hi. respects to the 
Christians at Ptolemais, and then advanced to to 
sarea, where he was gnest to Philip the Deacon ..4 

by tne preitiieu ^ o . rg coui<j 
of visiting Jerusalem. But, as n -
timidate his mind, he would not yield to ta 

& AccountSS! 
could not bear to see tt What 
whelmed with distress. He cried out, ' 
mean ye to weep, and to break mine heart ? for I a i 
Sy'nottobe'bonndonly Potato to d«taj. 
lem for the name of the Lord Jesus, 
that he possessed the tenderest. aflections ai d thj 
he determined to persevere inhis purpose, on y 
a aunreme regard to the Saviour, whom he serve 
The sorrowful supplicants desisted, and wit 1 um 
submission referred the event to God. 

Does not a sense of our indolence and t 
cover us with shame, while we con temp a •• 
unwearied exertions and willingness to ay 
itself in his Master's cause? Do we not valu 
friends our ease, liberty, and safety, far more loan 
the honour and favour of Christ? If his love c^-
strain us in any measure as it did the Apostl , 
do we betray so much hesitation and reluctance^ 
pursuing the plainest path ot duty, merely 
certain difficulties seem to obstruct our progres . 

St. Paul, then, arrived at his journey s en , 
took up his abode at Jerusalem with Mnason, a 
disciple. There he met with a cordial reception 
the church; and, having seized the earliest °^PP.^ 

ST. PAUL. 33? 
t u n i t y  of visiting St. James, he related to him, in 
the presence of all the elders, how the wortof God 
had been carried on by his ministry among the Gen
tiles. His account excited their gratitude and joy; 
hut they warned him, that, glorious as his success 
had been, the strongest prejudices prevailed in his 
Jewish brethren against him. It was generally under
stood that he every where encouraged the Jews to 
neglect and forsake the Mosaic law. They advised 
him, therefore, with a view of silencing objectors, to 
join'himself publicly with four persons, who were 
bound by a particular vow to certain ritual obser
vances, and to submit to all the ceremonies ap
pointed for such a purpose. The Apostle complied, 
not through a sinful fear, or a temporizing spirit, but 
in order that he might not wound any weak con
sciences, and, by conforming in matters merely in
different, might gain the more to the love and ser
vice of Christ. 

Such was his condescending and tender regard to 
the infirmities and mistakesof others. But how cul
pable was that hasty and uncharitable disposition by 
which many thousand believers were ready to take 
up an exception against a character so eminent and 
so honoured as St. Paul! Shall we wonder when we 
perceive something of the same vehemence and bi
gotry among Christians in our own day ? Yet, surely, 
we should lament that through misconception and 
rash judgment they are frequently inclined to suspect 
and condemn each other; and we ought to beware 
for ourselves, lest we entertain or receive an unfa
vourable opinion of a brother, without just grounds. 

Paul had begun to comply with the ceremonial in
stitutions iu the temple; when suddenly a violent 
tumult was raised by certain Jews from Asia, who 
with grear impetuosity exclaimed against him as an 
enemy to their nation and religion. By their base 
misrepresentations the people were excited to such 
a degree of rage that the whole city was thrown into 
confusion, and the Apostle exposed to imminent 

voi. IF. q danger. 
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danger They seized and beat him, and were actually 
meditating his death, when Lysias, the Roman officer, 
de posed with an armed body, and rescued him 

nf their hands. It was with extreme difficulty, 
even then, tha"he escaped their fu,,y. At the com. 
mand of the captain, the soldiers bound him, and 
conducted him as a prisoner and a malefactor into 
the castle, while the infatuated mob cried out, Away 

W Are Te'not constrained to lament the contumelious 
usage and confinement of this eminent servant o 
Christ ? We may be disposed to ask why the Lord 
should permit those, who are dear to himself, to be 
so insulted and oppressed, and the 
vocates for his cause to be prevented from prosecuting 
t h e i r  schemes of usefulness in his church. But, alas, 
we are short-sighted creatures, and should not pre
sume to censure or comprehend the conduct of Jeho
vah " His way rs in the sea, and his path in the 
great waters, and his footsteps are not known . 
Yet we are assured that these very afflictions, which 
for a season cut off the Apostle f rom the public ex
ercise of his ministry, eventually promoted the 
ercise Gosnel t. Our fears for the advancement ot tne laosp T rWrfullv 
.safety of the ark are groundless. Let us cheertun 
leave the care of it to God, and commit ourselves an 
the concerns of all his people to his sovereign disposal. 
Whatever unfavourable or painful circumstances maj 
arise, let us look in faith and prayer for a happy issue. 

St. Paul was now in chains; but, before he was 
committed to prison, he obtained permission ot tne 
captain to address the people in his own defence,. 
He began with declaring his extraction, education 
and manner of life, and appealed to them who had 
known him for a proof of his former hatred and vio
lent persecution of the Gospel. He delivei 
minute account of his conversion, of the apos 
commission he had received from Christ to preaci 
among ail nations, and of the injunction given him in 

* Psal. lxxvii. 19. f Pliil. i, 12—14. f Acts xxii. 1, &c. 
a trance 
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a trance to depart from Jerusalem. He had wished 
to continue in that city, expecting that hismmstry 
would be particularly successful among those who 
had been witnesses of his opposition to the faith. 
But Jesus, by his sovereign authority, commanded 
him to carry the message of peace to the Gentiles at 
a distance. . 

This open and ingenuous narrative ot the Apostle 
seemed well calculated to impress the minds of the 
audience. His boldness in maintaining the Gospel 
before them, who had once known him as a blas
phemer and a persecutor, is a strong evidence of its 
truth. But, though they could not deny his asser
tions, they were not convinced. The most striking 
facts, the most solid reasoning, and eloquent persua
sions, will not be sufficient to subdue the human 
heart, unless God himself put forth his power, and 
make use of them for that purpose. 

The Jews listened to the preacher till he men-
• tioned his mission to the Gentiles; but this they 
could not bear. Such was their contempt and hatred 
of all other people, that they concluded a teacher 
from Heaven would never he sent among the Hea
then nations. The pretension appeared to them little 
short of blasphemy. They showed every mark of 
indignation and abhorrence, tore off their clothes, 
and cast dust into the air, crying out, " Away with 
such a fellow from the earth ; for it is not fit that he 
should live.,t Then indeed he was " made as the 
filth of the earth, and the off-scouring of all things*." 
If we likewise should meet with the most injurious 
treatment, let U9 not wonder or complain, when we 
perceive with what outrageous violence this man of 
God was rejected. 

The Roman captain secured him, and, not under
standing the ground of the opposition, supposing that 
he must have committed some great offence, com-
raanded him to be examined by scourging that -> 
confession might be extorted. But Paul escaped the 

* 1 Cor. iv. 13. 
Q 2 cruel 
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cruel torture by pleading his privilege as a Roman 
citizen; and it should seem that the officer had ex
ceeded his authority in binding him. Lysias, how
ever, was desirous to obtain clearer information of 
the business, and therefore, on the day following, 
convened the great council of the Jews for the trial of 
the prisoner, according to their particular customs. 
There, for the present, we leave him, arraigned be
fore the sanhedrim, the object of theirprofane derision 
and contempt, yet not afraid of their terror, nor 
ashamed of the name of Jesus, in whom he believed. 

How much may we learn from this example! 
When we look at his patient perseverance in the ser
vice of Christ, and reflect on our own inactivity, well 
may we cover our faces, and hide them in the dust. 
How little are any of us dbing, in comparison of this 
zealous Apostle! And shall we not be animated, by a 
view of his conduct, to be more bold and vigorous, 
while we maintain our profession of the Gospel 
against all its opposers ? Listen not to the foolish re
presentations of those who would persuade you that 
all fervour in religion is hypocrisy, fanaticism, or 
madness, and that every thing better than lifeless 
formality is an unnecessary strictness, a weak scrupu
losity, or a dangerous innovation. If you would be 
governed by the fashionable principles of the age, 
you must keep at a distance from the least imitation 
of St. Paul, and, wherever you discover a resemblance 
of his spirit, you must condemn it as a ridiculous 
preciseness. You must give up all earnest contention 
for right doctrines, and all the ardour of devotion; 
you must affirm that faith is nothing but fancy, and 
laugh at the mention of spiritual peace, and com
munion with God through the Holy Ghost as a vain 
delusion. O how much better is it to suffer like the 
Apostle, in defence of the truth, than thus to sacri
fice conscience to interest or reputation! 

But, ifyOU are the most lively, diligent, and useful 
members of the church, the brightest ornaments of 
the Christian profession, you may learn from St, Paul 

to 
SAINT 

ST. PAUL. 

to place no dependence on your own attainments. 
Like him, you should preserve a constant sense of 
your unworthiness, and ascribe all the excellency of 
your best principles and performances to the sancti-
lying influence of God's Spirit. When he considered 
what talents he possessed, and what an eminent 
station he filled, his humble and devout acknow
ledgment was, " I am nothing:"—" not I, but the 
grace of God which was with me He renounced 
even his uncommon labours and extensive services, 
as of no avail in the point of acceptance with God: 
he gloried only in the cross of Christ, as procuring 
pardon and peace, and exulted as being complete in 
Him. It will be difficult, we allow, considering 

most for'Vhe arv&.fc0.,^. ̂ urse!ve®,t0 the. „ut; 
and yet with unfeigned humility to cast all your 
works at the feet of Jesus, trusting wholly in the 
efficacy of his sacrifice, and the merit of his obe
dience. But no otherwise can you maintain any 
well-grounded hope towards God. Your most ad
mired duties, if not done in faith, will be rejected 
with abhorrence, and it will be said at the last, 
" Who hath required these at your hands?" 

May the Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, be exalted 
in our estimation, as" the end of the law for ri^hte-
ousness!" With his holy Apostle, may we " 
joice in him, and have no confidence in the flesh!" 

Amen 
* 2 Cor. xii. 11. L-Cor. XT. 10. 
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SAINT PAUL. 

SECT. 5. 

Paul made his defence before the sanhedrim—encou
raged by a vision—conspired against—sent to Cesa-
rea—there pleaded his cause before Felix, and after-
wards before Festus—appealed to Ccesar—brought, 
and permitted to be his own apologist, before King 
Agrippa. 
IT  was predicted by our Lord that his Apostles 

should be brought before governors and kings for his 
sake* : but it does not appear that any of them was 
caWed to this honour so much as St. Paul. The 
great men of the earth, indeed, showed no desire to 
be acquainted with his doctrine, nor was he admitted 
to audience in his proper character, as an ambassador 
from Heaven ; but he was conducted into their pre
sence as a criminal. How mysterious are the ways 
of Providence! Paul was cast into bonds, in order 
that he might declare the truth of the Gospel to ma-
gistrates and princes. We shall now behold him in 
this very situation, arraigned before powerful and 
malicious enemies, yet, without timidity or painful 
anxiety for himself, most earnestly solicitous to save 
the souls of his hearers. O for the same bold and 
disinterested spirit in all the ministers of Christ! 
This would be the brightest ornament of their pro
fession, and the strongest recommendation of the 
religion which they preach. 

1 he Apostle was a prisoner at. Jerusalem, in the 
custody of Roman soldiers. He had been with diffi
culty rescued out of the hands of a Jewish mob, 

* Matt. x. 18. 
which 
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which was incensed against him; and, the sanhedrim 
being summoned for his trial, he proceeded to make 
his defence. He maintained before the council the 
integrity of his heart and conduct, though he had 
been apprehended and accused as a criminal *. His 
countenance, as well as his speech, betokened a holy 
firmness and intrepidity, the effect of conscious in
nocence, and the animating influences of the divine 
Spirit. The high-priest, the president of the court, 
commanded him, in violation of all the forms of jus
tice, to be smitten on the mouth, evidently showing 
a determination to silence him, or to hear nothing in 
his favour. The Apostle, however, not intimidated 
bv such violent and injurious usage, reprehended his 
judge, and solemnly declared that God would shortly 
pun >h him for his base hypocrisy. It seems that there 
was an improper warmth of temper in the reproof: 
Paul immediately acknowledged that he was not 
nu vr<? of directing his censure against the high- priest. 
The intemperate exercise of power was with him no 
argument for resistance to authority, or disrespect to 
office. Itet, doubtless, he spake by a prophetic 
impulse; and, according to his sentence, God did 
soon afterwards " smite that whited wall" by a sin
gular destruction. The example, as it ought not, 
so it cannot, be pleaded in justification of insolence 
or resentment towards magistrates: St. Paul himself 
was solicitous to guard against such an abuse of his 
conduct He felt and bowed in submission to the 
command of the Scriptures, « Thou shalt not speak 
evil of the ruler of thy people t." Be it our concern 
o live in all good conscience before God " and 

^ us m«*kly commit to him the event 
groundless and malicious accusations 

°f the AP°stle disconcerted the 
measures of his adversaries for that time. He 
ceived that the assembly consisted partly of 
ees and partly of Sadducees, who differed v 

•n their sentiments, especially concerning the 
* Actsxxiii. i, &c. t Exod. xxii. 28. 

rection 
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rection of the dead. He therefore declared himself 
attached to the sect of the Pharisees, and affirmed 
that for his defence of their leading doctrine he then 
stood arraigned before them. As many as were of 
this persuasion immediately showed an inclination to 
favour him,, and proposed his dismission. But so 
warm were the debates occasioned by the subject 
which he had started, that the council was thrown 
into the utmost confusion. The Roman officer began 
to fear for the safety of his prisoner, and, that he 
might not suffer through the fierceness of the dis
putants, interposed with an armed force for his de
liverance, and conducted him back again to the castle. 
The Lord secures his people, amidst violent opposi
tion, by various ways. Sometimes he protects them 
by permitting their enemies to be divided and in
censed against each other. The hatred and variances 
amongst wicked men are frequently so great, that 
they cannot unite in any schemes for persecuting the 
church, as otherwise they would. Thus " the wrath 
of man shall praise God," and promote the purposes 
of his sovereign pleasure. 

Our Apostle remained in close confinement, dis
tressed, probably, by gloomy apprehensions, as if he 
were cut off from all further opportunities of useful
ness. The following night, however, the Lord gra
ciously appeared in a vision to encourage and animate 
him, by an assurance that he should still continue 
his labours in the Gospel, and bear his testimony 
even at Rome, the imperial city. How tender are 
the compassions of our God towards his afflicted 
people! In general, when their troubles increase upon 
them, " their consolation also aboundetb by Christ*." 
What, then, have they to fear? Or, what can man 
do against them? If the Lord declare his approba
tion, and say to them, as he did to Paul, " Be of 
good cheer," they should account it a .sufficient com-

I pensation for their severest persecutions, and be 
emboldened to face a host of enemies. 

* 2 Cor. i. 5.  
Fresh 
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Fresh dangers awaited the Apostle at Jerusalem. 
Such was the fury of his opposers, that more than 
forty of them entered into an impious combination, 
and bound themselves under a curse to take away his 
lite. Even the chief priests and elders concurred in 
the murderous design. But, though the horrid plan 
might seem to he well concerted, it was detected 
and defeated by the providence of God. A young 
man nearly related to St. Paul, being apprized of the 
scheme, carried information of it to the Roman 
officer; in consequence of which the prisoner was 
immediately removed, and sen! under a strong guard 
to Cesnrea. His accusers, also, were commanded to 
follow him, that the matter might there be fairly 
investigated before Felix the governor. 

It may appear strange that one whose heart glowed 
with benevolence, and a desire of promoting universal 
happiness, should he pursued with such malignity 
and rage, as if he had been the vilest of his species 
and the pest of society. But in the opposition which 
was made to him, and other eminent saints, a striking 
proof of human depravity is exhibited. Whilst they 
were treated with contempt and abhorrence for 
righteousness' sake, it is obvious that the God whom 
they served was despised and hated: and, indeed, 
this enmity of the carnal mind against God is the 
grand source and cause of persecution, whatever 
™rbePretended. But sha the faithful followers 
Lnr.>t be intimidated? No: it is their privilege 

to maintain peace and joy, in dependence on their 
Annighty Redeemer. But " they that hate the 
: . lteo .> shall be desolate." Their wisest plans 
shall turn to their own confusion. While thev 
" n rce counsel together,—He that sittelh in the hea. 
wns shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in de
rision . Paul was rescued from his furious ad
versaries at Jerusalem by the very conspiracy 
his d^tructiou. " They thrust sore at him 
might tall: but the Lord helped him f." 

* Psal.ii.9,4. fcxviii. 13, 
Q 0 he 
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be encouraged from his case. " Cry out and shout, 
thou inhabitant of Zion ; for great is the Holy One 
of Israel in the midst of thee 

St. Paul was secured in Herod's palace at Cesarea 
till his accusers came. After a few days the high-
priest and other members of the sanhedrim, with 
Tertulius, an insidious counsellor, at their head, ap
peared against him, and produced their charge before 
Pelixf. The orator addressed the Roman governor 
in terms of the basest flattery, complimenting him 
upon the wisdom and excellency of his administra
tion, though he was notoriously infamous for his 
oppression. He then inveighed against the prisoner, 
as having excited a seditious spirit through the whole 
body of the Jews, polluted their temple, and taken 
the most active part in spreading the principles of I 

the Nazarenes, who were universally detested. 
The Apostle, being permitted to answer in his 

own defence, protested his innocence,and challenged 
them to prove their allegations. He acknowledged, 
indeed, that his religious conduct was what they 
deemed heretical, but maintained that it was con
formable to the ancient Scriptures, in which he had 
been educated, and that his hope of a general resur
rection was no other than what they themselves 
allowed. He declared that he uniformly endeavoured 
to discharge his duty both to God and men, that his 
journey to Jerusalem had been undertaken for the 
purposes of charity and devotion, arid that his ap
pearance in the temple had not been attended with 
any irregular or tumultuous proceedings. He there
fore called upon his persecutors to produce their 
evidence. 

It is not probable that you, who serve the Lord 
Christ, will escape unjust and malicious censures, 
whatever prudence or benevolence you may possess, 
reihaps the way in which you worship God may 
be reproached as heresy : but be not deterred by an 
ignominious name. It may be expedient, on certain 

* Isa. xii. 6. ^ Acts xxiy j^ &c 
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occasions, to vindicate your principles and conduct; 
for that end you should be furnished with arguments; 
and, if you are truly upright with God, you also, 
like the Apostle, may be " bold as a lion, in the 
presence of your accusers. Only be you solicitous 
" to have always a conscience void ot offence,' that 
you may not provide them with objections, or give 
them any real advantage against you. But, if your 
own hearts condemn you, and the charges of your 
enemies be well founded, what shall we say ? Though 
others attempt to justify and protect you, you will 
be a terror to yourselves, ready to flee " when no 
man pursueth 

What, then, was the issue of the trial ? Felix 
deferred the cause to another hearing, that he might 
obtain clearer information. He so far, however, 
favoured the prisoner, as to allow him some degree 
of liberty, and permit him to receive the communi
cations and visits of his friends. Nor was this the 
only privilege he met with under his oppression and 
confinement. Whilst he was in that situation Paul 
was even called on to declare and maintain the Chris
tian faith before this wicked governor and his adul
terous wife Drusilia. They showed some desire to 
be acquainted with the doctrine of this extraordinary 
preacher: yet their motive, probably, was mere 
curiosity, which the Apostle did not* endeavour to 
gratify. He aimed not to amuse them, but to fix 
an arrow of conviction in their consciences. Regard
less of the event as to himself, he addressed them 
with peculiar solemnity on subjects which seemed 
calculated to awaken in them a sense of guilt, and 
to alarm their fears. " He reasoned of righteousness" 
before the man who had practised extreme injustice 
and oppression; 44 of temperance" and chastity be
fore those who were then living in a state of incon-
tinency; 44 and of judgment to come," that thev 
might be excited to prepare for that awful accou 
which must be rendered at the tribunal of Heave 

* Prov. xxviii, j, 
Some 
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- Some may be astonished at the boldness of the 

Apostle, who endeavoured to bring -his dignified 
hearers to repentance, rather than conciliate their 
favour, and exculpate himself. But this is the spirit 
which all the ministers of the Gospel should possess. 
Without any dread of consequences, they should 
declare to the most exalted personages their guilt 
and danger, and, instead of using flattering speeches, 
" warn them to flee from the wrath to come." Who 
will not acknowledge the propriety of such an ad
dress? The careless and abandoned are often con
strained to feel t he force of divine truth. The haughty 
judge trembled under the words of the prisoner, and 
therefore hastened to close the interview. His heart 

Iwas wounded within him, and he  could  no t  conceal 
its horrors. But, alas! unhappy man! he wished 
not to pursue the consideration of the painful sub
ject; and yet he was not so obdurate as to determine 
finally to relinquish all thoughts of religion. He 
endeavoured to pacify his conscience by pleading his 
numerous engagements at that time, and promising 
a serious attention to the preacher " at a convenient 
season." 

Did that season ever come? Alas! no. He re
sisted his convictions; and, while they were stifled, 
they could not be productive of good effects. After
wards, indeed, he frequently heard the Apostle, and 
entered into conversation with him ; but we do not 
read that he trembled any more. He was actuated 
by covetousne6s, and, instead of inquiring for salva
tion, sought to obtain a bribe, for which he would 
have released the prisoner. But, as he failed in that 
attempt, he retained him in custody, though no 
crime had been proved against him ; and even after 
two years, when he was recalled from his govern
ment, he still left him in bonds, merely that he 
might recommend himself to the Jews. What com
plicated iniquity was this! How lamentable that 
tne deep impressions made upon his heart should 
serve only to aggravate his guiltl 

O, sinners, 

ST. PAUL. 

0, sinners, beware how you trifle with your con
victions, when you are awakened to a sense of your 
misery by the faithful declarations of God's word! 
Like Felix, perhaps you may be inclined to dismiss 
the preacher, and turn away from those offensive 
subjects by which your consciences are alarmed. 
Are you resolved, then, to cast off all thoughts of 
God and eternal things? No: you hope that at 
some future opportunity you shall be more at liberty 
to attend to your spiritual concerns. Ah! Sirs, 
what means this procrastination ? Is not your short 
life hastening to a close? Is not judgment approach
ing? May you not be suddenly called to the tri
bunal of Heaven ? Or may you not, by your un
willingness to submit, provoke God to leave you to 
your own devices, and to say, in righteous indigna
tion, " Let them alone." To what other season are 
you looking forwards ? Or what can be so convenient 
as the present ? Do not, therefore, delay the im
portant business. Yield to your own convictions: 
stop not your ears against the truth, but desire to 
feel its full influence ; and soon will your horrors and 
distressing apprehensions give place to the liveliest 
emotions of hope and joy. 
A. D St. Paul was left at Cesarea, and the rage of 

to- his enemies had not yet subsided. Festus sue* 
ceeded to the government of Judea, and, upon his 
going to Jerusalem, received a powerful application 
against the prisoner from the members of the san
hedrim *. They petitioned that he might be sent 
tor to Jerusalem, and intended to murder him by 
the way. But the scheme was defeated. Through 
the secret influence of God upon his mind, Festus 
would not comply with the request. He commanded 
the accusers to attend him to Cesarea, where he 
himself proposed to hear and decide the cause. 
1 here the trial was instituted, and Paul once more 
put upon his defence. The same groundless ai 
malicious charges were brought against him as beta 

* Acts xxr &c. 
and 
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and he, with his usual intrepidity, persisted in as
serting his innocence. Still justice was denied him. 
The governor was disposed not only to trifle, but 
even to give him up to his enemies; for he proposed, 
that, according to their request, the matter should 
be referred to the council at Jerusalem. 

YVhat, then, could the Apostle expect from such 
arbiters? He saw through the design, and refused to 
submit. He declared his readiness to suffer extreme 
punishment, if he had deserved it, but maintained 
that he had done no wrong. As a Roman citizen, 
therefore, he claimed the privilege of being tried be
fore the emperor, and boldly appealed unto Caesar. 
This appeal, which stopped or suspended further 
proceedings in the lower courts of the empire, was 

1 not the effect of cowardice : he did not shrink from 
I bonds, or death itself: but he has taught us that it 
• may be expedient for a Christian to assert his civil 
I rights, and demand the protection and immunities 
I which the laws of his country allow him. We should, 
I however, beware of a petulant and litigious spirit: 
i the example betore us will not justify a wanton op-
| position to government, or a propensity to contend 

i for every little grievance. 
It was determined, then, that the cause should be 

submitted to Caesar's decision, and Paul sent as a pri
soner to Rome. Thus his desire of visiting that city 
was granted, and the divine promise fulfilled, though, 
probably, in a very different way from what he had 
expected. But, before he stood in the presence of 
the emperor, another opportunity was given him for 
eclanng the truths of the Gospel to certain person

ages of exalted rank ; and on that occasion he bore, as 
usual, an honourable testimony. 

Kmg Agrippa, who possessed a large extent of do-
wit!OI1 ' "noer *')e Romans, and his sister Bernice, 
" !' , t ,s supposed that he lived in a state of 
streets toSfL°mmerCe ' came together to pay their re-

governor, Festm. During their 
" osarea, tbey were made acquainted 

9 T .  P A U L .  

with the cause of the Apostle. Festus informed 
them on what grounds he had retained this remark
able prisoner in bonds; but in his relation he evi
dently treated with contempt the Gospel which Paul 
preached, as consistingof unmeaning and superstitious 
questions concerning one Jesus, who was dead, and 
vet was affirmed to be alive. Alas! it is obvious, 
from their confused accounts, that men do not se
riously attend to the doctrines of Christianity. They 
who feel not the importance of eternal things trifle 
with the most solemn declarations of God's word; 
possibly they may consider even the death and resur
rection* of Christ as an uninteresting story, and of 
dubious authority. How different are the sent iments 
of the real believer! With what fixed regard and 
lively joy does he listen to those who testify of the 
crucified and risen Saviour! This is the subject with 
which, above all others, he wishes to be acquainted. 

Agrippa desired to hear the singular preacher of 
whom Festus spoke; and the next day was appointed 
for that purpose. The court was summoned; the 
illustrious personages, together with the principal 
officers of the army and inhabitants of the city, at
tended ; and Paul was brought forth to make his de
fence. When the cause had been opened by Festus, 
A-rippa intimated to the prisoner that he would be 
allowed the full liberty of pleading for himself *. And 
now our eyes are turned to the Apostle, and we are 
solicitous to observe how he acquits himself in such 
an ass nihly. In this difficult situation he shines with 
peculiar lustre, and exhibits the most striking proofs 
of wis lom, courage, faithfulness, and zeal. Here 
conu-n plate the Christian orator addressing his noble 
auditors with graceful eloquence, with evident 
Oi politeness and learning, yet with an artless simpli. 
cry with a tender and affectionate concern for their 
evrr.. sting salvation. He was anxious to recommend 
the Gospel, rather than himself, to their favourable 

* Acts xxri, j, Sic. 
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regard. Agrippa being his principal hearer, to him 
chiefly was this admirable speech directed. 

The Apostle, stretching forth his hand, that he 
might engage attention by his respectful and earnest 
manner, declared that he rejoiced in the opportunity 
of entering on his own vindication before so compe
tent a judge, who was acquainted with the Scriptures 
and customs of the Jews. Having requested a patient 
audience, he proceeded to state what he had once been 
as a Pharisee, and what hope he then possessed as a 
Christian. He alleged that this hope towards God, 
through the Saviour, which was the subject of pro-
mise to the ancient fathers, and the professed ex
pectation and desire of all the Jewish tribes, had been 
the sole ground of his persecution. He adverted to 

itbe doctrine of a resurrection, and the absurdity of 
rejecting it as incredible, and yet intimated that none 
could be more prejudiced against that or any other 
truth than he had formerly been against the whole 
system of the Gospel. He enlarged upon his enmity 
and bitter opposition to the Christian name, and gave 
a particular relation of that miraculous vision, in 
which Jesus had appeared from heaven, subdued his 
rebellious spirit, and commissioned him to go forth 
among the Gentiles as a preacher of the grand mys
teries of redemption. He affirmed, that, for his obe-
dience to that mandate, his countrymen were violently 
incensed, and attempted hislife. He devoutly ascribed 
to God his continued support in the discharge of his 
sacred function to that day; and maintained that 
Moses and the Prophets predicted what he taught,— 
the death and resurrection of the Redeemer, and the 
offer of light and salvation, founded on those events, 
to the Jew first, and then to the benighted Heathen. 

ot. Paul evidently considered his own conversion, 
no only as a singular display of divine mercy, but as 

proof of the truth of Christianity; 
eie ore he was ready upon every occasion to 

propose it to the notice of others, for the honour of 
his 
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his God and Saviour. And surely the account suffi
ciently justifies his conduct. Do we not allow that 
he acted a reasonable and wise part in renouncing his 
former errors, and becoming a strenuous advocate 
for Christ? But are we willing to follow his ex
ample, as far as the difference of our circumstances 
will permit ? What means our commendation of this 
illustrious character, it we dislike those sentiments, 
tempers, and practices, which constituted its chief 
excellence? 

The effect of the Apostle s address upon two of his 
principal hearers deserves our regard. Festus, con
sidering the doctrines asserted as abstruse and ridi
culous, or as enthusiastic jargon, concluded that the 
preacher, if an honest man, must certainly be de
ranged in his senses, though he allowed him the 
credit of being a scholar. He therefore interrupted 
the discourse, and cried aloud, " Paul, thou art be
side thyself; much learning doth make thee mad." 
The same objection has been often urged against all 
those who zealously contend for the grand distin
guishing characteristics of the Christian system. 
Careless inattentive persons, who take no pains to 
examine the subject, treat these sublime and heavenly 
truths as perfectly unintelligible, and the fiction of a 
disordered imagination. In vindication of themselves 
for rejecting the Gospel, they endeavour to cast an 
odium upon its advocates, and represent them, how-
ever sincere they may be, yet as men weak or insane, 
whose faculties have been injured by deep thinking 
on certain intricate points. But is the decision of 
such judges to he received? Or shall we be staggered 
by their insinuations? Then we must turn away with 
disgust from all who are of Paul's complexion, and 
conclude that, when men come to their right minds by 
submitting to the Saviour, and strenuously .maintain 
his cause, they justly forfeit their reputation for urn 
derstandmg, and are no longer to be listened to. 
W hat a wretched infatuation is this! Let us not be 
deterred by such invidious censures, but be wiUin 

t 
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to be " fools for Christ's sake*/' and welcome the 
reproach. 

The Apostle replied to the charge with great 
energy, and yet with ali proper deference: " I am not 
mad, most noble Festus, but speak forth the words 
of truth and soberness.,, He then turned to Agrippa, 
and, by a masterly and spirited address, appealed to 
him, as being convinced of the facts which he had as
serted, and of their exact correspondence with the an
cient predictions. As if he perceived the inward feel
ings ot his royal auditor, and would extort a confession, 
he said, " King Agrippa, believest thou the Prophets? 
I know that thou believest." Indeed Agrippa's mind 
appeared to be deeply impressed. He could not, 
like Festus, deride or condemn the preacher, but 
rather was disposed to become his convert. He 
doubted not of his integrity, assented to the doctrines 
delivered, and seemed on the point of yielding an 

I entire compliance with the GoepeV "He replied, 
"Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian." 
Probably he resisted the force of truth, through the 
tear of temporal inconveniences. 

This acknowledgment, though favourable, did not 
satisfy St. Paul. He was assured that such partial 
convictions could never secure the salvation of the 
soul; and therefore he prayed that neither the king 
nor any of the assembly might rest in them. With 
en eiest affection for all before him, he expressed 
is earnest desire that they might thoroughly enter 

in o his views, and resemble him, save in the chains 
which he then wore: he wished them all the happi
ness, but none of the painful trials, which he felt, 

e exclaimed, " I would to God, that not only thou, 
u also all that hear me this day, were both almost 

an a together such as I am, except these bonds." 
*iVi°Ut asP^rat^on clearly manifested his un-

n n benevolence, his full confidence of the good-
n p r i p n r p r V S * a i ? d  b l e s s e d n e s s  w h i c h  h e  ex-
P Jn the midst of sufferings. He was not 

* 1 Cor. ir. 10. 

ashamed 

ST. I'AUL. 

ashamed of being " the prisoner of the Lord , he 
envied not the king and governor their pomp OT 
power; he could not declare his best wishes for them 
in stronger terms than by praying that they might be 
brought to the same state of mind with himseh. 

The Apostle was dismissed: probably his noble 
auditors could bear no more. It was agreed, how
ever, among them* that he had not deserved any 
punishment, and might have been released, but that, 
in consequence of his own appeal, the cause must be 
referred to the decision of Caesar. 

And now, upon a serious review of this history, we 
would inquire of our readers, not what is your opi
nion of St. Paul (respecting which he himself would 
nut iiavu i/ccn auiiciiuus), Out what think you of 
your own character? What of the Saviour, whom 
he preached? Have you seriously attended to the 
doctrines which he maintained ? And what impres
sion have they produced upon your minds? Per
haps, upon the first hearing, you have been disposed, 
like Festus, to treat them with contempt, as a vision
ary system, involving only doubtful and supersti
tious questions. But if you examine more minutely, 
and with more fixed and determinate regard, you 
will discover, at least, that Christianity is capable of 
being defended by solid and unanswerable arguments, 
and that folly is justly chargeable upon those who 
affect to sneer at what they cannot confute. 

I f  you  a l low the  truth and excellency of the Gos
pel, we ask again, Have you unfeignedly complied 
with its demands? Ah I how many resemble Agrippa, 
and are inclined to resist or trifle with their convic
tions ! 1 ou grant that to be a Christian indeed is a 
high and honourable distinction, and you profess a 
desire of attaining it. But you are obstructed by 
such difficulties, and assaulted by such temptations, 
that you have not courage, for the present at least' 
to attempt the arduous work, as thinking it impos
sible to succeed. Or perhaps you may be'willing 
\ield only a partial submission, as far as may 
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your convenience; and thus, with apparently good 
impressions and resolutions, you may remain destitute 
of the power of religion. You are " almost per-
suaded;" and here you rest. Will this satisfy your 
consciences ? Or can you seriously expect, in such 
a state, to inherit the promises of God ? O why will 
you not consent to advance a little further, and be 
" altogether" what you know you ought to be? 
There are those, of a sound understanding and solid 
judgment, who can tell you of the blessedness which 
they have found in the service of Christ. They argue 
rightly that it is not a vain illusion of the fancy, but 
a delightful reality, by which they are supported and 
comforted in severest dangers and distresses. With 
tender compassion and nffcotionato **-«por4v>n..*t^-1l 
press you to make the trial, that you may partake of 
their happiness. O, credit their testimony, and reject 
not your own mercies! May He, who alone can 
subdue the human heart to himself, render the ex
hortation effectual, and persuade you to embrace the 
Gospel without reserve! May the mighty influence 
of his grace enable you to break through all your 
difficulties, and make you not only almost, but alto
gether, Christians! Amen. 

SAINT 


