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your convenience; and thus, with apparently good 
impressions and resolutions, you may remain destitute 
of the power of religion. You are "almost per
suaded and here you rest. Will this satisfy your 
consciences ? Or can you seriously expect, in such 
a state, to inherit the promises of God ? O why will 
you not consent to advance a little further, and be 
" altogether" what you know you ought to be? 
There are those, of a sound understanding and solid 
judgment, who can tell you of the blessedness which 
they have found in the service of Christ. They argue 
rightly that it is not a vain illusion of the fancy, but 
a delightful reality, by which they are supported and 
comforted in severest dangers and distresses. With 
tender compasBion and «xU©ob 
press you to make the trial, that you may partake of 
their happiness. O, credit their testimony, and reject 
not your own mercies! May He, who alone can 
subdue the human heart to himself, render the ex-
hortation effectual, and persuade you to embrace the 
Gospel without reserve! May the mighty influence 
of his grace enable you to break through all your 
difficulties, and make you not only almost, but alto
gether, Christians! Amen. 

SAINT 

S A I N T  P A U L .  

SECT. 6. 

Paul sent as a prisoner to Rome—experienced great 
difficulties in his voyage—shipwrecked on the island 
of Melita—wrought miracles there, and received 
kindness—proceeded to Rome—dwelt and preached 

in his own house under custody—released—travelled 
and laboured as before—was again imprisoned, and 
at last beheaded. 

THE promises of God in due season will be ful-
filled though the events to which they refer may 
seem'to us in the highest degree imprObable. Wh^ 
we call difficulties cannot possibly defeat or obstruct 
He divine counsel. A firm persuasion and.practical 
application of this acknowledged truth will 

U  f , S i  
kingdom*. The hl f"the divine faithfulness was 
this strong "Td let us thentake h*ld of the 
not disappointed L in jesus Christ; 
covenant which Godhath esta for gQod and 

^,rlU »r,ay ;-fast "u °ur care up 
Him for he careth for us t* 

' * 2 Tim. »v. 18. tRoin.vip.38. J Pet. v. 7• 
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St. Paul bad appealed to Caesar against the mali
cious accusations of the Jews. As a Roman citizen, 
he claimed the privilege of bringing his cause before 
the emperor ; for it seemed that justice was denied 
him at the inferior tribunals. The preceding circum
stances which led to this demand were so ordered, 
through the controlling influence of God, as to be 
the means of fulfilling the declaration, that the 
Apostle must bear witness to the Gospel at Rome. 
He was accordingly sent thither as a prisoner, toge
ther with some others in similar circumstances, 
under the care of Julius, a centurion *. They went 
by sea, and the voyage proved extremely distressing 
and dangerous. Paul was accompanied by two 
Christian friends, Luke the beloved physician, and 
Aristarchus a Macedonian, who cheerfully partook 
of his sufferings, and, as his faithful associates, af
forded him peculiar consolation f. He was, also, 
treated with much kindness by the Roman officer; 
and therefore at Sidon, where they called, he was 
permitted to visit his pious acquaintance, and pro
cure refreshment. From this place they proceeded 
to Myra, and, having there changed their ship, they 
were afterwards so retarded by contrary winds, that 
with great difficulty they reached the Fair Havens, a 
port in the island of Crete. 

As the season was far advanced, the Apostle ad
vised the managers of the vessel not to prosecute the 
voyage before winter, and solemnly warned them of 
the extreme danger attending it, which had, pro-
bably, been intimated to him by revelation. But, 
his precaution not being regarded, they again set 
sail, and soon perceived their folly. They were 
overtaken by a violent storm, and driven to the ut
most distress, even so as to be in constant expecta
tion of perishing. For several days they saw neither 
sun nor stars to guide them, and of necessity aban
doned the ship to the winds and waves. They cast 
overboard the articles of merchandise with which 

* Acts xxvii. j, See, ^ Col. iv. 10, 11. Philem. 24. 
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they were laden, and, what seemed far more valu
able in their circumstances, their very tackling: 
they apprehended that they themselves also should 
be overwhelmed in the deep. 

How then did it appear that Paul was under the 
immediate care and protection of Heaven? Un
belief might have suggested that the promise failed, 
and that God had forgotten to be gracious *. But 
that season of extremity rendered the divine interpo
sition, in favour of the Apostle, the more conspi
cuous, and showed to all the company the peculiar 
excellence and worth of this prisoner. He stood 
forth before them, and, while he blamed their con
tempt of his former advice, exhorted them to dis
miss their fears, on the ground of the Lord's express 
declaration to him in the preceding night. With 
firmness and courage, lie avowed, in the presence of 
idolaters, his relation and devotedness to the true 
God, affirming, " His I am, and Him I serve." 
He told them how he had been assured by an angel 
that he must certainly be arraigned at Caesar's tribunal, 
and that, though they must suffer shipwreck, the 
whole number of persons with him, amounting to 
more than two hundred and seventy, should be spared 
for his sake. Thus, then, a peculiar honour was put 
upon the Lord's minister; and the careless navigators 
surely were constrained to attend to his voice. They 
could not but perceive that he was supported and 
comforted by a God whom they knew not, and 

- whom the winds and seas obeyed. They saw him 
composed and cheerful amidst the roaring of the 
waves, while they themselves were oppressed with 
terrible fear. Who would not wish to enjoy the same 
confidence of the divine favour ? 

Trials and dangers manifest the advantage of ge
nuine piety. For this end the Lord afflicts his 
people, that they may prove the tenderness of his 
regard and the power of his grace. He is glorified in 

! them, when, through a dependence on his word, 
* Psal. lxxvi. 8, 9. 

they 
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they can submit, trust, and rejoice, amidst storms 
and tempests. This is what others know not, and 
cannot attain. We ask, Can you of a truth declare, 
as St. Paul, " His I am, and Him I serve?" Or, are 
you not ashamed to avow your attachment to him in 
the presence of his enemies ? If you do indeed con
fide in his mercy, his promise to you will be sure: 
" He will never leave you, nor forsake you." Though 
you may seem to be tossed upon a troubled ocean, 
nothing shall separate you from his love, or prevent 
the accomplishment of his purposes in your behalf. 
Like the Apostle, " believe God, that it shall be 
even as it is told youyou need not desire any 
better security for your hopes. You should also feel 
compassion, and offer many prayers for those around 
you, in the same town or family, who know not the 
Lord; perhaps they will he spared for your sakes. 

After thirteen days of perplexity and distress, the 
mariners suspected, about midnight, that they were 
approaching to some land, and were alarmed by the 
fear of being dashed to pieces upon rocks. They 
formed the scheme, therefore, of escaping in the 
small boat; but Paul prevented them, by declaring 
to the centurion that their continuance in the ship 
was necessary to the safety of the whole. Though 
assured that no lives could be lost, yet he thought it 
absolutely requisite to hinder their flight: and, if we 
do not remember that the events which God hath 
promised are inseparably connected with the means 
which he hath ordained, our faith will lead us to 
presumption. The boat was abandoned: and, while 
they were eagerly wishing for the light, he expressed 
his confidence that all should be preserved, and en
couraged them to take food for their refreshment, as 
their strength was nearly exhausted. He looked up 
to God, in their presence, with devout adoration 
of his goodness for the bread which yet remained: 
he himself did eat, and they were induced to follow 
bis example. 

The day came on, and they perceived that they 
were 
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were approaching to the shore. They endeavoured 
to direct the ship into a creek ; but through the vio
lence of the current they were driv^h upon the sand, 
and by the force of the waves the vessel was broken 
in pieces. All was confusion. The soldiers, dread
ing the escape of the prisoners, proposed to despatch 
them ; but, for the Apostle's sake, they were spared. 
Unwilling to consent to his death, the centurion in
terposed to prevent the scheme, and gave orders that 
all might be permitted to consult their own safety ; 
and thus the whole company were preserved by dif
ferent means, and conveyed to land. 

We perceive the hand of God overruling these 
various circumstances, for the protection ot his faith
ful servant, and with a view to the propagation of the 
Gospel. In like manner He will render all events 
subservient to the final deliverance of his people; 
but in the mean season He proves their sincerity by-
making them pass through much tribulation. We 
would encourage your expectation of a happy issue, 
if you be truly reconciled to him by Jesus Christ, 
Many and formidable dangers may seem to obstruct 
your path; hut you shall surely reach the promised 
inheritance. In your own apprehension you may 
escape with much difficulty, like the shipwrecked 
mariners before us, who were borne to the shore, 
« some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the 
shipyet the Lord whom you trust will bring you 

J to your desired haven. 
rfhe scattered company were again collected OYV 

the island of Melita, where, in their distress, they 
met with remarkable kindness from the inhabitants *. I 
Some circumstances also, upon their landing, drew I 
the general attention to St. Paul, and perhaps pre- 1 
pared the way for a favourable acceptance of the 
Gospel in that place. Whilst he was employed in 
assisting to kindle a fire, a viper suddenly fastened 
upon his hand. 

He had been preserved from the violence of a tern-
* Acts xxviii, j, &c, 

VOL. XV. R PEST 
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pest and the rage of the sea; and now the venomous 
bite of a little animal was thought likely to be fatal. 
Ah 1 what is our life ? To how many dangers are we 
exposed 1 No sooner are we delivered from one than 
another succeeds; nor is there a moment in which 
we are not liable to a fresh attack. Any trifling 
event, as well as that which appears most formidable, 
may prove destructive. But the serpent could not 
hurt the Apostle when the God of heaven was en
gaged to protect: he shook it into the fire, and felt 
no harm. The natives beheld and wondered. They 
expected his immediate death from this poisonous 
creature, and considered him as a murderer whom 
divine vengeance had marked for its object. But, 
when they saw that no bad effect followed, they 
were ready to adore him as a deity. 

I A miraculous influence was exerted by the Apos-
Kle, not for himself alone, but for the relief of others, 
fublius, a principal person, probably the governor of 
Ihe island, entertained the shipwrecked company with 
(singular hospitality ; and he was well repaid for his 
(kindness. His father being afflicted with a disease 
which threatened his life, Paul prayed for him, and 
instantly restored his health. Different cures being 
also wrought upon other inhabitants, they were dis
posed to revere this man of God, and to provide both 
him and his associates with every thing necessary for 
their voyage. During their stay, which was three 
months, he doubtless took the opportunity of recom
mending the Saviour to their notice and acceptance, 
and improved the time of his abode amongst them for 
the most valuable purposes. Such was his fervent 
zeal that he could not refrain his lips from proclaiming 
the rich mercy of God in Jesus Christ. And perhaps 
this shipwreck proved the happy means of healing 
the souls as well as the bodies of many of these 
courteous islanders, and of extending salvation to 
them who were ready to perish. 

At length the company departed from the place; 
and, after touching at Syracuse and Rhegium, came 

to 
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toPuteoli, where, at the request of certain Christians, 
Paul and his friends obtained permission to remain a 
week. Afterwards he proceeded by land towards 
Rome The account of his approach had reached 
that famous city; and in such estimation was he there 
held among them who had embraced the taith, that 
they went out to meet him, some to the distance of 
fifty, others of more than thirty miles, and conducted 
him on the road. . _ 

Their kind attendance in such circumstances af
forded him peculiar pleasure; it excited gratitude to 
God, and inspired him with fresh lite and vigour. 
Perhaps he began to droop; but, when he saw the 
dear brethren, to whom he had written his invaluable 
epistle a few years before, and over whom he hat 
rejoiced as fellow-heirs of the kingdom, e was 

cheered and animated. " He thanked God, and took 
courage." Then he was willing that Nero should do 
his worst: he shrunk not from danger or death when 
he perceived some of tb'. glorious effects of divine 
grace among the inhabitants of Rome; and he gave 
vent to the noblest affections, while he felt a warm 
attachment to these followers of his Lord, and the 
strongest emotions of delight in their society. We 
ask, Is this the kind of happiness which you have ex
perienced ? Do you " love-the brotherhood or 
know any thing of " the communion of saints ? 
Would the very sight of them revive your hearts, 
when oppressed with trouble? We pity you, as 
strangers to the most exquisite sensibility, 11 yp** 
have not tasted the sweetness of Christian friendship. 
But, if you enjoy that inestimable privilege, we ex-
hort you to improve it for mutual edification and 
comfort. Value your opportunities of intercourse with 
pious persons, and, hy your conversation and prayers, 
endeavour to inspire each other with a holy fortitude, 
though you are travelling together, as Paul and his 
companions were, to meet a powerful and malignant 
enemy. ^ . , 

When they came to Rome, the prisoners were de. 
r 2 livered 
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1 livered to the proper officer; but the Apostle, being 
separated from the rest, was permitted, by peculiar 
favour, to dwell in a habitation of his own, under the 
custody of a soldier, to whom probably he was 
chained. In this new situation he showed the same 
zeal and courage for the defence and propagation of 
the Gospel as before. Three days after his arrival he 
sent for the principal persons among the Jews who 
resided there, and explained to them the true cause 
of his imprisonment. He assured them that he was 
brought into those circumstances, not for any real 
offence committed, but only for maintaining " the 
hope of Israel," and publishing that salvation which 
had been promised to this people, and was then pro
cured for them by their long-expected Messiah. 

They had nothing to allege in reply except the 
genera/ prejudice which has always been urged as an 

Iobjection to the religion of Jesus when its powerful 
influence appears: " This sect is every where 
Ispoken against." Many desired to hear his account 
of Christianity: a time was set; and for a whole day 
together he continued to expound and prove the doc
trines of the Gospel from their own Scriptures, and 
earnestly persuaded them to accept the Saviour. The 
effect was different upon different persons; some of 
them embracing the faith, but others rejecting it with 
contempt. While they contended among themselves, 
the Apostle dismissed them with that prophetic ad
monition which was once delivered to their fathers, 
denouncing a judicial blindness and obduracy of heart 
as a punishment for slighted mercy *. He then de
clared, that, having proposed to them the offer of 
salvation, he should turn to the Gentiles, and doubted • 
jsot of a favourable reception. 

In this state of confinement St. Paul remained two 
years, his cause being neglected or deferred by the 
.emperor. But, even there, he obtained peculiar in
dulgence, and was eminently honoured as an instru
ment of extensive good. Though a prisoner, he met 

* Isa. vi. 5, 10, 
with 
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with no interruption: his labours were more private 
and contracted than before, but they were still 
unceasing. All who chose had free access to him for 
instruction; and he continued, without fear or re
straint, to exhibit the glorious character of the 
Redeemer, and inculcate a cordial submission to the 
government of his grace. Yet, wise and earnest as 
his exhortations were, we wonder not that they were 
despised by many on account of the ignominous 
Stion of the preacher. Whilst he appeared as a 
criminal, chained by the hand to a tommon soWier, 
there must have been a strong prejudice against him, 
and a considerable difficulty in believmg that he was 
so distinguished a messenger of Heaven, appointed to 
declare the way of salvation. But some were disposed 
by a divine influence to look beyond the meanness of 
his external circumstances, and to receive his wr 
with reverence and obedience, as the wo 
living God. O, how great is the mercy, moa 
livered from all those carnal regards and cjmmoa 
objections, which unfit the mind for a 

t'<We^learnTrom several of St. Paul's epistles, that 
his labours^t Rome were attended with Success, 
There had been, indeed, for some years, asocietyot 
Christians in that place, whose ^ faith W'ls pokra 
ofthroughout the whole world *. But at this time 
they became more confirmed in their principles, an 
saw their numbers increase- The Lord God 
make his cause and his people to P/°*Pe* "Violent 
heaviest pressures, and in sp,ve^ olAhe most violent 
opposition. We might ha^e thoug 
Apostle was a prisoner for the Gospel s sake,, that 
men would have been afraid or ashamed 
any attachment to him or bis 'P® 
contrary effect appeared; and it wonderfully dis
played the band of God. " Many of the brethren, 
waxing confident by bis bonds, were much more bold 
to speak the word without fear +." Fresh converts 

* Rom. i. 8. t Phil- i. ^ 
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were added to the church. Onesimus, who, it should 
seem, had been a dishonest servant of Philemon, 
heard the preacher in his confinement, and, being 
brought to repentance, became " a faithful and be
loved brother*." Then also the Gospel found ad
mission, where we should have imagined it impossible 
to succeed, even in the court of Nero. That profane 
prince hated and persecuted this new religion; but 
some of his attendants or domestics were led to ex
amine and embrace it, in consequence of the im
prisonment of its most strenuous advocate, and proved 
an honour ro their profession +. 

How mysterious are the ways of God! He ac
complishes his purposes by such means as we should 
never have devised. What situation could be more 
unfavourable to Christianity than the palace of the 
emperor ? But Jehovah " will work, and who shall 
let it J?" An Apostle is sent to Rome under cri
minal accusations, and pleads his cause before Caesar, 
itf order that some of the household may hear and be 
converted. The dark dispensation was big with 
mercy. The events which we should have lamented 
as most deplorable were designed to confirm and pro
pagate the Gospel. Let us cheerfully leave the care 
of the church in the Lord's hands. He reigneth; 
and he best knows what is most expedient for his 
own glory. 

The various societies of Christians in different parts, 
and even to this very day, have reaped great advan
tage from the bonds of St. Paul. Had he not been a 
prisoner, he might not have written so large a portion 
of the sacred volume. Some of the rich fruits of his 
confinement we perceive in those excellent epistles 
which are addressed to the Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, and Hebrews : and we praise God that 
the leisure afforded him at Romve was employed 
for our profit. It appears, from those animated and 
inspired compositions, that he rejoiced in his suffer-
ings, and was so far carried above the fear of death as 
* Philem. 10. Col. iv. 9. f Phil. i. 13. iv. 22. % Isa- xIiii- 13' 

to 
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if fhA nrnsnprt * It has been thought that 

fe" S'SL ..ertte blessedness of to 
S « n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a n d  e n j o y e d  a  p e c u h a r l , S ^ f  
soul O let us not shrink from affliction* . y 
mavbe designed to confirm and increase our ex
perience of the power and comforts of true reli-

§'°The distresses of the Apostle gave occasion to 

HiTrece'ived1 seasonable ISpp^tes^r^his fupport from 

awav from' me§." Many of his former friends were 
so mfluertced by selfish Nay , 

X'ea',e Sfto sr. 
beyond measure afflrctree. ^'^SLrted in 

bis^eotstte* Where the brethren, who travelled fifty 

be mw ereaT reformer Archbishop Cranmer, and m 
Anostle Peter. Perhaps the very persons, who 

behaved in this disgraceful manner at Rome, were 

» Col. i. 84. Phil. 20—94- || j l6, JjPsal'/cxviii. 8. 
X 2 Tim, 1.16. <j is- II >'• 1D' 1 afterwards 
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afterwards recovered, and enabled to give decisive 
proofs of integrity, fortitude, and zeal. 
A. D. At the end of two years, St. Paul, being 

65. arraigned before the emperor, was honourably 
acquitted, and restored to his liberty. That cruel 
and haughty tyrant seemed unlikely to favour the 
prisoner ; but Nero's fury was restrained, because it 
was designed that the life of this faithful ambassador 
for Christ should be spared a little longer for the be
nefit of tbe church. Hear his own account: "The 
Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by 
me the preaching might be fully known, and that 
all the Gentiles might hear : and I was delivered out 
of the mouth of the lion O be encouraged to 
persevere with holy fervour and intrepidity, if you 
serve the Lord Christ! Your divine Master will 
surely protect you against all the machinations of your 
opponents, and support you in your place till the 
work assigned you be completed. 

After his release, the Apostle travelled as before, 
and continued with his usual assiduity to propagate 
the Gospel. During that time, which was two or 
three years, he made a journey to Spain, and, as 
some have thought, to France, and, possibly, to this 
island f. Perhaps he took another circuit among the 
Asiatic churches, established Christian societies in 
Crete, which be committed to the care of Titus, and 
again visited the Philippians, as he had intimated, 
" for their furtherance and joy of faith f." This, at 
least, is evident, that he was not ashamed or weary 
of the service in which he had embarked, and that 
lie ceased not from his labours of love till he put off 
his earthly tabernacle. He returned to Rome, with 
the view, probably, of confirming his former testi
mony in that city and, on some pretence or other, 
was.once more cast into prison. St. Chrysostom re
lates that a concubine of Nero being converted by 
means of the Apostle, the tyrant was exasperated, com-

+ T>I 1 * 2 ^.m' *v + Rom. xv. 24. 
X 111", i. 25. ii. 2 4 .  Titus i. 5. Philem 22. Heb. xiii. 23. 

manded 
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manded him to be taken into custody, and soon 
afterwards put him to death. 

In that last confinement he wrote his second 
epistle to Timothy, under the expectation ot suffer
ing: and for that reason it contains his most de
liberate sentiments and most solemn views of eternity. 
It appears that he did not repent of his exertions in 
the service of his Lord, did not fluctuate in his 
opinions, or stagger in his hopes. The strain m 
which he writes, the language of victory over death 
and hell, abundantly manifests that he still wished 
to encourage others in the iaith, and exulted in his 
own prospects of heaven. How animated are his 
expressions! " I am not ashamed; for I know 
I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day*." "I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
thl faith? Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righte
ous Judge, shall give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto all them also that love his appear-
inet" The knowledge and the love of Christ will 
enable us likewise to speak the same language and 
inspire us with confidence and joy, though we should 
see death approaching in the most tremendous forms. 
Ah' how few have felt the full influence of the 
Gospel, or attained its exalted privileges ! This may 
teach us to account for our sloth and cowardice. 
While we are strangers to the grace ot Jesus, it is 
no wonder that we decline every arduous service, 
and tremble at the intimations of our dissolution. 
A n St Paul closed his life in the most honourable 
67.' manner, and sealed with his blood the doctrines 

which he had long so zealously maintained. He suf
fered about the same time as St. Peter but not by 
crucifixion: being a Roman citizen, he was he-
headed. It is surprising, not that he was cut off by 

* 2 Tim. i. is- c t h. 6—8. 
R 5 tlIC 
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the hand of violence at last, but that so firm an ad-
vocate for the Gospel should be spared so long, in 
the midst of powerful and malignant opposers. How 
eminent does his character appear 1 How valuable 
his labours! How glorious his death! Do we not 
consider his crown of martyrdom as an enviable dis
tinction ? Let us fight the good fight of faith ; and 
we also shall conquer, as he did, when taking leave 
of the world. 

He was exalted above others by his wisdom, zeal, 
and success; by gifts, visions, and revelations of the 
Lord. " He was caught up into paradise, and heard 
unspeakable words He "was not a whit behind 
the very chiefest Apostles f:" nay, he "laboured 
more abundantly than they all and, probably, pos
sessed peculiar powers aud authority in his high func-

K'on §. But, notwithstanding his honourable privi-
ges, his sufferings were extreme; and even in these 
t seemed more especially to exult. Let us hear his 
vn account: "We are troubled on every side,— 
erplexed,—persecuted,—cast down,—always bear-
ng about in the body the dy ing of the Lord Jesus ||" 
6 in all things approving ourselves as the ministers 
>fGod in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, 
n distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, 
n labours, in watchings, in fastings f." "Of the 
sws five times received I forty stripes save one, 
hrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, 
irice 1 suffered shipwreck; a night and a day I have 

|

>en in the deep: in journeyings often, in perils of 
vaters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own 
countrymen, in perils by the Heathen, in perils in 
he city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 
ea, imperils among false brethren; in weariness and 
sinfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, 
i fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside 
lose things that are without, that which cometh 
pon me daily, the care of all the churches**." 
* 2 Cor. xii. 4. f xi. 5. { i Cor. xv. 10. § 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. 

Cor. x. 8. xiii. 10. |j 2 Cor. iv. 8—io» <f[ ri. 4, 5. ## xi. 24—28. 
He 
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He had one particular trial, of which a clear ac" 
count is not given us. He calls it <« a thorn in the 
flesh * which implies that it was something as 
painful to his mind as a sharp orpomtedinsrument, 
continually piercing him, would be to his body. 
Some suppose it to have been a deformed appearance 
or difficulty of elocution; to his enemies a handle 
for reproach, and to himself the occasion of distress, 
as it rendered his preaching less acceptable. The ob-
iectionwas urged; "His bodily presence is weak, 
and his speech contemptible +." 1 his seemed hkely 
to obstruct his usefulness, and might e^cite lii hi 
the keenest anguish. But, whatever the affl.ction 
was, his spiritual adversary took the advantage and 
made it the ground.of a severe temptatmn. it was 
" the messenger of Satan to buffet him. 
permitted it for his good, and designed it to prevent 
or counteract any bad effect which his ^meuce m 
the church might produce uP°n his m,°d-
given to him, "lest be should be exalted above 
measure, through the abundance of the revelations 
In this, however, as in other trials, he sought re ef 
from Heaven. He prayed with peculiar 
and obtained that remarkable assurance from the 
Saviour, " My grace is sufficient for thee,^for my 
s t r e n g t h  i s  m a d e  p e r f e c t  1 1 1  w e a k n e s s .  B p  > n l .  
his fears were dispersed : and, perceiving p 
suitableness and mercy in the appointment, he de
clared, " Most gladly therefore will I rather glory m 
my infirmities, that the power of Christ re®* 
upon me." The example is highly- instructive . it 
shows us the nature, necessity, arfosalutary tend
ency, of those calamities and temptations by which 
advanced believers are frequently oppressed ; and t 
likewise teaches us with what temper-of mindI we 
should suffer, and what strong s"PP°rJ a"d con
solation we may expect it we confide in the Re-

d6Mt£ all, the most distinguishing lineaments in 
* 2 Cor. xii. 7—10' t *• 1°' 
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the Apostle's character were an unshaken and affeo 
tionate attachment to his Lord,-an extensive and ge
nerous benevolence to men, and an ardent desire to 
save their souls, whatever dangers he himself might 
sustain. The warmest professions seemed too weak 
to express the fervour of his heart. What words are 
those ! " The love of Christ constraineth us*." " I 
will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though 
the niore abundantly Hove you, the less I be loved f." 
" Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and ser
vice of your faith, I joy and rejoice with you all +." 

We are aware that even a distant resemblance and 
imitation of the pattern here exhibited would now 
be laughed at as the sure mark of madness and en
thusiasm. But the fear of such reproach ought not 
to deter us: it will bean honourable badge, in which 
we may glory. Few, alas! are in danger of coming 
tider that censure. Are not we very remote from 
at peculiar excellency of temper and conduct for 
hich the Apostle has been so justly celebrated? 
nd will it avail us any thing to admire this bright 

xample, or that of any other saint, if we persist in 
hose practices which are totally dissimilar and oppo-
ite? No: we shall thereby betray, more evidently, 
ur own baseness, and render more sure our final 
ondemnation. But if, with sincerity of heart, we 
esire and endeavour to follow St. Paul, as he fol-
wed Christ, we may triumph in the hope of being 
here he is, and of joining the glorious company of 
ose who are redeemed to God from the earth, and 
ho shall surround his throne for ever. 

* 2 Cor. v. 14. t xii. 15. % Phil. tt. 17. 

i' qjj %'pl. 

CORNELIUS. 

C O R N E L I U S .  

CHAP. X. 

Cornelius a Roinan centurion—his devotion and id)e~ 
rality—was encouraged by an Angel, and directed 
to send for St. Peter—received the Apostle, and de
sired his instructions—was endued ivith the Holy 
Ghost,.and baptized—requested Peter s continuance 
—probably retained his situation in the army• 

THE calling of the Gentiles and their admission 
into the Christian church is an event of great import
ance in ecclesiastical history; and a distinct account 
is given us of the way in which that gracious dispen
sation was introduced. The Apostles had been 
charged to teach all nations, and to receive by bap
tism those who should profess the faith ; but so 
partial were their views, so bigoted their minus m 
favour of their own countrymen, that a particular 
revelation seemed necessary to explain to them the 
extent of their commission, and dispose them to ac
cept the Gentiles as fellow-heirs. At length, the di-

1 vine will being manifested in such a manner as to 
exclude all doubt, the partition wall was broken 
down: those who had been aliens trom the com
monwealth of Israel" were taken into the chuich 01 
Christ, and admitted to its full privileges. 

Cornelius, a Roman centurion, was selected trom 
the Pagan world, as the first instance of this aistin-
guished mercy, and, by the express appointment of 
Heaven, enrolled among the number ol the iaithtulf. 
It is in vain for us to demand the reason why he ob
tained this honourable preference, since God distri
butes his favours as he pleases; but such was his. 

* Matt, xxviii. 19. + Acts x. i, &c, 
amiable 
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amiable character before this extraordinary call, that 
he seemed less likely than many others to excite the 
prejudices of the Jews. He was a man of integrity 
and seriousness, under the guidance and renewing in
fluence of the Holy Ghost: his views, indeed, were 
imperfect and dark, but he walked uprightly, accord
ing to the light which faintly glimmered on his path. 
Ke had been led, perhaps in a gradual manner, to 
seek reconciliation with God; and therefore, though 
ignorant of the particular dispensation revealed in the 
Gospel, he possessed a previous preparation of mind 
for its reception. With his convictions and impres
sions, he could not but be ready to accept the salva
tion of Christ, when fairly proposed. 

In all cases conversion is effected by the agency of 
God, " from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works, do proceed*." The very first 
tendency to real spiritual religion, its beginning, as 
well as its continuance, progress, and perfection in 
the soul, must be ascribed to him; " for it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do, of his 
good pleasure + " But the methods of his grace are 
different with different persons. With some a sudden 
change is produced; their darkness is almost in
stantly dispersed; hope and comfort break in upon 
them; and they soon attain a clear and decisive evi
dence of their acceptance. But others discover a 
gradual alteration, and, though seriously disposed 
and truly devoted to God, remain in much ignorance 
-and perplexity. It may be difficult, for some time, 
to pronounce concerning their state: yet of this we 
are assured, that the seed of God implanted in the 
soul is incorruptible, and will spring up to ever
lasting life J. Whatever delays or obstructions there 
may be, the final issue will be safe and glorious. 

Cornelius, as being uncircumcised, and a " stranger 
from the covenants of promise," was deemed unclean 
by the Jews; yet, as we have suggested, he had 

* Collect at Evening Prayer. 
f Phil. ii. i30 -j- | pet 33t j John iii. 9. 
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been brought under good impressions, and delivered 
from the foolish and wicked practices of idolatry. 
Though a Roman soldier, he did not worship the 
gods of his country; but, in consequence probably of 
his residence in Judea, be had become acquainted 
with the Scriptures of the Old Testament, and was 
led to revere the God of Israel. Even then he is said 
to have been " a devout man, and one that feared 
God with all his house." Being sincerely desirous to 
know and do the will of God, he was strictly attentive 
to the duties of religion, as far as his information 
carried him; and, feeling a serious concern for the 
souls of his domestics, he engaged them in the same 
holy exercises with himself. He discovered, also, a 
liberal disposition in relieving the distresses of the 

' poor as well as a peculiar fervour of mind towards 
God'by the constancy of his prayers. His benevo
lence and piety were beautifully connected; and they 
added a lustre to each other. How excellent and 
lovely the character 1 . . , , 

If we truly understand the Christian faith, we have 
received clearer light, and are laid under strongei ob
ligations ; but do we surpass or even imitate the pat
tern here exhibited? Are we impressed with an 
awful sense of the majesty of God, and an earnest 
desire to please him ? Do we enforce the principles 
of religion in our respective habitations, and en
deavour to communicate the knowledge which we 
have attained to those who are immediately subject 
to our influence ? Do we direct and accompany 
them to the throne of grace ? Ah I how many fami
lies never associate together, to own their dependence 
upon God, in their domestic capacity 1 And is not 
the neglect disgraceful to the profession of the 
Gospel? . _ -

A serious attention should be paid to different du* 
ties, so that all may have their proper place and pro
portionable regard. While you show a generous soli
citude for the 60uls of others, convince them that 
vou are ready to relieve their bodily necessities. True 
' - piety 
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piety cannot consist with covetousness. If there be 
any pretenders to devotion, who " shut up their 
bowels of compassion," they will be condemned by 
the example of Cornelius, even before he knew the 
Gospel. Yet, on the other hand, the most liberal 
contributions to the poor will not compensate the 
want of godliness. We ask, then, if you " give much 
alms to the people," what are you offering to God? 
Are not his claims denied or withheld ? Do you 
«' pray alway," or seize upon every opportunity to 
" pour out your heart before him? ' You plead, per-
haps, your numerous engagements, the peculiar 
snares and difficulties of your situation, as if they 
rendered the performance of religious duties impos
sible. But we refer you to the case of Cornelius, 
who though a soldier, in the midst of occupations • 

and ' connexions extremely unfavourable to every 
thin** of a serious tendency, yet maintained a course 
of solid and exemplary piety. Your neglect arises not 
so much from want of opportunity as a secret a version 
to the service of God, and therefore you are inexcu-
ssble. 

An improper vise of the excellent character before 
us has been made by some, who deny the necessity 
of revelation, under the absurd idea that what they 
call natural religion is sufficient. It is argued, that 
men, by the light of reason and their own moral 
powers, may attain to such a state as to want no 
further information or assistance. But this is a con
clusion which the present history does not warrant. 
Cornelius, probably, as we have intimated, was in
structed in the principles of the Jews, and in
debted to the sacred writings for all his know
ledge of the true God. It is allowed that he was 
upright, and his goodness conspicuous. But the 
whole account shows that his righteousness was 
defective: he was taught to seek remission of 
his sins through the dispensation of the Gospe 
and ascribe his acceptance with God to Christ 
alone. This case, surely, ought not to be ap-

CORNELIUS. 

pealed to by those who would set aside the media
tion of the Son of God. 

Through the influence of divine grace, Cornelius 
had been excited to seek the Lord with unfeigned 
sincerity and devotedness of heart : and persons of 
such a character shall not be left to perish, or to 
"grope in the dark without light." He whom they 
serve will look upon them with gracious regard, com
passionate their ignorance, and raise up some instru
ment or other for their further instruction and ad
vancement. The desires which he hath implanted 
are pleasing to him ; and, though they meet with 
impediments, they shall not be disappointed. 

On a certain day, while the pious centurion was 
waiting before God with peculiar solemnity, in fast
ing and prayer, an Angel appeared, to assure him of 
the favourable notice of Heaven. Cornelius began 
to tremble upon seeing the bright form stand before 
him, and hearing himself summoned by name. The 
celestial messenger, however, encouraged him by an 
explicit declaration thatjiis acts both of devotion 
and benevolence were recorded in the divine le-
membrance, and considered as a decided maik of his 
sincerity. 

This circumstance has been thought to counte
nance the doctrine of human merit. "W e allow that 
it furnishes a powerful inducement to abound in 
works of piety and mercy, and we would inculcate 
the performance of them by every scriptural argu
ment. If they are done from truly spiritual motives, 
they shall not be forgotten before God. But they 
will not entitle us to the glories of heaven, or pro
cure the remission of our sins. It seems an egie-
gious absurdity to appeal to the New Testament in 
support of such a scheme as would render the whole 
system of the Gospel needless and inconsistent. Ac
cording to that supposition, Cornelius was completely 
justified by his own obedience; and faith in the 
Son of God was, to him at least, perfectly unne
cessary. Yet it appears from the history that^iee^^ 
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directed by the Angel to send for the Apostle Peter, 
for the express purpose of being instructed in those 
principles, " whereby he and all his house should 
be saved This account, surelv, does not favour 
the presumptuous notion of claiming the divine re
gard as a matter of debt; for it represents the re
demption of Christ as indispensably requisite for 
persons of the most amiable character. 

The Angel himself did not explain or declare the 
nature of salvation. That honour was reserved lor 
one of our fallen race. The Lord has not " com
mitted the word of reconciliation" to those holy 
spirits, who, as they are not subject to our temp
tations and infirmities, could not address us, per
haps, with proper feeling and compassion. But it is 
intrusted to them who stand as much in need ot par-* 
doning and sanctifying grace as any of their hearers, 
and are therefore better qualified to enter into their 
cases with tenderness, and accommodate themselves 
to their distresses. Those, however, who would 
preach Christ with good effect, should be truly ac
quainted with him, and be able to testify his power 
and mercy from their own experience. Otherwise 
they will probably deliver the declarations of the 
Gospel with as much indifference as if these were 
not to be depended on, or were of no importance. 
But, being enriched with all spiritual blessings in 
Christ Jesus, they will, with a peculiar fervour, com
mend him, who is the object of their warmest affec
tions, to the notice and acceptance'of others. The 
sacred ministry is of divine institution, and is designed 
to accomplish, even by weak instruments, the most 
glorious purposes. It pleases God by this his ap
pointed ordinance to awaken the careless, to instruct 
the ignorant, to subdue the rebellious to obedience, 
to produce and increase in his people repentance, 
faith, hope, love, and joy, through the influence of 
his Spirit. Let us learn to venerate the function 
which He hath so highly honoured, and expect from 

# Acts xi. 14. 
it 
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it the most solid advantages, while we read that an 
Angel referred the centurion to St. Peter, to be taught 
t h e ° w a y  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  . . . .  ,  

Cornelius instantly complied with the heavenly 
mandate. Having called some of his pious attendants 
(for such he had engaged in his service), he related 
the extraordinary vision, and sent them to invite the 
Apostle to his house. So prejudiced was Peter against 
the uncircumcised Gentiles, that he would have re
volted at the proposal, had not the Lord prepared his 
mind, and overcome his objections in such a manner 
as to furnish a sufficient vindication of his conduct 
even before others. He saw in a trance a miraculous 
and emblematical representation, by which he learnt 
that the ceremonial distinctions of clean and unclean 
were designed to be abolished, and that he ought not 
to retain any exceptions against those whom God was 
pleased to receive and sanctify. This occurred 
just before the messengers arrived; and he was then 
directed, by an immediate impulse of the Spirit, to 
accompany them without hesitation. 

In the mean time, such was the meek and teach
able disposition of the centurion, and such his earnest 
desire to know the way of God more perfectly, that 
he waited with much anxiety for the coming ot his 
illustrious teacher. He had also collected his re
latives and intimate acquaintance (with whom, it 
should seem, he improved his influence for the best 
purposes), that they might share the blessing o 
Peter's instructions. This circumstance reminds us o 
what we owe to our near connexions in lite. e 
profess affection, and a readiness to serve them •• but 
how should our friendship appear ? Should we not 
be most solicitous to promote their spiritual and 
everlasting welfare? For that end, we should en
deavour to bring them under the ministry ot the 
Gospel, if we know its value, and expect any ad
vantage from it ourselves. But, while we feel no 
such concern, and "say, as Cain, " Am 1 my 
brother's keeper ?" we prove that we are destitute ot 

true 



380 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

true benevolence, and ignorant of the unspeakable 
worth of salvation. 

Upon the Apostle's entering the house, Cornelius 
met him, and by the lowest prostration testified bis 
reverence for the person who came with an express 
commission to declare the counsel of God. Peter, 
however, refused the homage, as unsuitable to a 
mere human being, and then inquired tor what pur
poses they had requested his attendance. 1 he cen
turion, in reply, related with great simplicity the 
directions he had received trom Heaven, adding, 
" Now therefore are we all here present before God, 
to hear all things that are commanded thee of God. 

How solemn the occasion! and how amiable the 
disposition of the pious soldier! He considered him
self in the presence of God, and felt an earnest desire 
to know and do his will, while he stood as an bum
ble scholar to listen to the instructions of tbe inspired 
preacher. How much more promising would appear
ances be among ourselves, if all our congregations, 
assembled for public worship, possessed the same 
temper when the ministers of Christ stand forth to 
declare the truth! Is it not allowed to be our 
bounden duty to yield an unfeigned regard and unre
served subjection to the revealed word of God, how
ever opposite it may be to our former notions? But 
with what contemptuous indifference do many sit in 
our churches! With what pride and petulance do 
some cavil at every doctrine which suits not their 
preconceived systems 1 With what a rebellious ob
stinacy do others reject those holy precepts, which 
require their carnal affections to be subdued \ Few, 
therefore, are truly solicitous, like Cornelius, to 
learn and obey the whole will of God. 

St. Peter addressed his attentive audience with so
lemnity and earnestness. He observed, the present 
occasion had convinced him that the blessings of the 
Gospel were not designed to be limited to any people; 
that, according to this gracious dispensation, as none 
could obtain favour for any external distinctions or 

advantages, 
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advantages, so none would be excluded from mercy 
for the want of them ; and that, without exception 
of rank or nation, the Lord receives all those who 
possess a reverential regard to his majesty, and ren
der unfeigned submission to all his righteous com
mands. But, lest their imperfect obedience should 
be considered as the ground of their acceptance, he 
stated, in a clear and decided manner, the appointed 
method of justification through theLord Jesus Christ. 
The character of the Saviour, his person, work, and 
offices, his life, death, and resurrection, his coming 
to judgment, and the attestation of all the prophetic 
writings to the free forgiveness of sins through faith 
in his name;—these were the grand topics on which 
the Apostle insisted. These also are the subjects, 
which, above all others, are necessary to be under
stood and kept in our view; and to an honest decla
ration of them, in every age of the church, the divine 
blessing is promised. t 

Cornelius and his company listened with fixed at
tention: and, while they gladly received the record 
which God gave of his Son, the Holy Ghost de
scended, probably with some external manifestations 
of his power, confirmed the truth of the word, and ac
companied it with an efficacious influence to the hear
ers. They were endued with such miraculous powers 
as might qualify them to be witnesses and preachers 
of the Gospel. They spake in languages which they 
had never learnt, and with ardent gratitude proclaimed 
the sovereign and distinguishing mercy of the Lord. • 
When He had thus evidently accepted them, his 
people could not refuse to admit them into their com
munion. They were all, therefore, taken into the 
society of believers, by the initiating rite of baptism ; 
they made an open profession of attachment to Christ, 
and solemnly dedicated themselves to his service. 
Nothing more is related concerning them, but that 
thev requested the continuance of Peter a few days 
longer, being desirous to enjoy some further benefit 
from his ministry, to be established, edified, and 

comforted 
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comforted in their holy faith. Those who know the 
worth of the Gospel will esteem and solicit the com-
uanv and conversation of such as are more advanced 
in grace, and are able to communicate the most salu
tary instructions. But, when connexions of this sort 
are disregarded, it is obvious that the truth and ways 
of God are not properly esteemed. . 

Probably the centurion retained his situation in 
the Roman army: at least he was not commanded to 
relinquish it; nor is the occupation of a soldier any 
where condemned in the Scriptures as absolutely 
sinful in itself. It was indeed unfavourable to pure 
religion, yet perhaps it furnished him with opportu
nities of doing extensive good. The apostolica di
rection is, " Let every man, wherein he is called, 
therein abide with God It is possible that a good 
conscience may require us to abandon our pos ,, 
let us not quit it merely to avoid difficulties. Rather 
let us inquire, if, by a faithful and honourable dis
charge of our duty, we may not glorify God and 
benefit our fellow-creatures. We may expect pe
culiar support in the place to which we are ap
pointed; and, perhaps, we are not quali.ied tor any 

Whatever we may be disposed to think of the 
state of Cornelius towards God before his extra
ordinary call, it is evident that the Scriptures de
scribe this call as a dispensation of peculiar mercy, 
from which both he and others received singular ad
vantages. If he had previously obtained acceptance, 
lie was then taught that he owed it entirely to the 
interposition of the Lord Jesus Christ: and doubtless 
the clear discovery of redemption tended to till his 
soul with peace andjoy, and to excite him to higher 
degrees of holiness. Nothing, therefore can be 
concluded from the case before us to the dispai age-
IP en t of the Gospel: nay, rather, we may here per
ceive the blessed fruits of the Saviour's mediation, 
and in this view should say, with the Apostles, 

* 1 COFi vii. 24C 
" Then 
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"Then hath-God also to the Gentiles granted re
pentance unto life and " purified their hearts by 
faith f." May we be encouraged to seek for a par
ticipation of the same grace ! 

A public testimony was now given that in the 
church of Christ the'distinctions between Jew and 
Greek, bond and free, male and female, are done 
away, and that believers " are all one in Christ 
Jesus J." And, " if we be Christ's," it matters not 
from what parentage we are descended, " we are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise." 
The door of mercy continues open, and we are au
thorized to exhort all, without respect of persons, 
that they earnestly solicit an admission. The same 
blessing which Peter proposed to Cornelius is still 
offered to us: it is ours also to hear of remission of 
sins through faith in the Son of God. It is gene
rally allowed that notorious offenders stand in need 
of it; nor should we hesitate to tender it in the fullest 
manner to the most abandoned. But some appear 
to reject it with disdain, as if, on account of their 
amiable temper and moral character, it were unne
cessary for them to seek redemption through the 
blood of the cross. Alas! they deceive themselves. 
If they be as exemplary as Cornelius, which perhaps 
may be doubted, yet this case will teach them to 
place a high value upon the salvation exhibited in the 
Gospel, and will condemn their proud contempt of 
this mercy. 

To men of all characters the good tidings are ad
dressed. The Lord Christ is preached unto us for 
the forgiveness of sins. Is not this the blessing which, 
is indispensably requisite? Then let us obey the 
great evangelical precept without cavilling, and be
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, as having made peace 
for us. So will the word of God come unto us, as it 
did to Cornelius, <s in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power." The Holy Ghost is not now com
municated in those extraordinary operations which 

» Actsxi. is. f xv. 9. t fia). 28.29. 
were . 
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were once expedient; but he descends, as certainly 
as he did in the primitive ages, on all who cordially 
accept the message of grace. He enlightens, sanc
tifies, and comforts them, and thus gives them an 
unquestionable evidence that they have not " be
lieved a lie." Let us look up in fervent prayer for 
this efficacious influence, that he may accomplish in 
us " all the good pleasure of his goodness." Then, 
like the devout centurion, we shall shout aloud for . 
joy, whilst we magnify God for his mercy, and cele
brate the praises of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. . 

HE ROD 

H E R O D  A G R I P P  A .  

CHAP. XI. 

Herod persecuted the church—ldlled James—impri
soned Peter—was disappointed by that Apostle's 
miraculous escape—-flattered, as if he were a deity 
—suddenly destroyed for his pride. 

THE faithful followers of Christ, though called to 
maintain a severe warfare against an evil world, are 
not every moment engaged in actual conflict. For 
gracious purposes they may be at certain times ex
empted from all external disturbances, and permitted 
to enjoy a state of ease and prosperity. " The Lord 
maketh even their enemies to be at peace with 
them Such a season occurred after the conversion 
of St. Paul. Perhaps some of the violent opposers of 
the Gospel were discouraged when they saw so bold 
a champion desert them. "Then had the churches 
rest throughout all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, 
and were edified -, and walking in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multi
plied f." At length, however, a furious persecutor 
arose, and threatened them with terrible devastation. 
The result indeed was, that be was -suddenly cut 
down by the band of God, whom be .had provoked, 
yet for a while he was suffered to show the malignity 
of his heart, for the vindication of the stroke of the 
Avenger. 

The contemplation of such characters may excite 
many painful sensations, but suggests profitable re
flections. We shall here perceive that our depraved 
nature is filled with enmity against God and his peo-

#Pro*, xvi. 7. t Acts ix. 31-
VOL. IV. s pie; 
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pie ; that the fiercest adversaries of the truth are not 
to be dreaded or envied, in the height of all their 
pomp and power; and that their triumphing is short. 
We shall learn also, from the instance before us, to 
fear before that holy Lord God, who is jealous of 
his honour, and whose anger is tremendous when he 
ariseth to take vengeance. _ 

The person now introduced to our notice is Herod, 
surnamed Agrippa, grandson of that Herod who 
massacred the children at Beth-lehem, nephew to 
him who murdered John the Baptist, and the father 
of that prince who was " almost persuaded to be a 
Christian." He was the king of Judea, which he 
governed as a Roman province. He is said to have 
been zealous for the religion of the Jews: but per
haps he professed it only with a view of conciliating 
their favour; at least, he showed in his general con
duct a fondness for popularity. His avowed oppo
sition to the Gospel may in some degree be ascribed 
to that principle, whilst it is obvious, from the 
haughtiness of spirit which he possessed, that he 
must himself have been totally averse to the hum
bling doctrines of our religion. 

" Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex 
certain of the church*." We lament that power 
should ever be exercised for such purposes ; and that 
they, who are appointed for the " punishment of 
evil-doers," should exert their authority to harass 
and destroy them that do well. The flock of Christ 
was the object of this tyrant's indignation: he re
garded not their inoffensive and benevolent disposi
tion, but, like a ravenous wolf, sought to scatter 
and devour them ; and they, like defenceless sheep, 
were obliged to fly, or were doomed to the slaughter. 
They were afflicted in different ways, not by reproach 
and contempt alone, or by the deprivation of their 
worldly substance, but by imprisonment, tortures, 
and death. It should seem that their religion was 
their only offence, and the true cause of that malig-

* Acts xii. l, &c. 
aity 
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nity with which they were treated. Christians may 
be guilty of imprudence and misconduct: but it is 
their attachment to their divine Master which prin
cipally excites persecution against them. Thus 
Jesus declared, " If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own : but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you V 

Probably many persons in a private situation fell 
under Herod's resentment ; but these were not of 
consequence enough to satiate his fury. He turned 
his hand against some of the leading characters in 
the church, and, of course, the Apostles were first 
marked out for destruction. James, the brother of 
John, was seized and slain with the sword : thus he, 
who had been so dear to Jesus, soon finished his 
labours, and, the first of the twelve, received the 
crown of martyrdom. The loss of so valuable a life, 
when Christianity stood in need of every support, 
was an afflicting dispensation. But, perhaps, the 
violence and cruelty of the oppressor, instead of 
checking, promoted the progress of the Gospel. Did 
it not appear more glorious through St. James's readi
ness to suffer in its defence, and through the subse
quent perseverance of his associates in the ministry, 
who continued to despise the menaces of their en
raged persecutors ? The Jews, however, felt them
selves gratified by the king's sanguinary conduct, 
and probably flattered him for the fervour of his re
ligious zeal. With a view, therefore, to recommend 
himself and his administration, he proceeded to fur
ther acts of severity against the Christians. Alas! 
to what lengths of folly and wickedness have men 
been hurried by a fondness for vain applause ! Let 
us beware of indulging a passion which is of so de
structive a tendency. 

The assiduous and unwearied exertions of St. Peter 
in propagating the truth rendered him particularly 
obnoxious. Accordingly, the tyrant marked him 

* John xv. 19. 
* 2 out 
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out for the next victim, apprehended and imprisoned 
him. It was intended that his death should be a 
public exhibition, as a sight which would afford 
peculiar pleasure to the people. But the celebration 
of the passover interfered with the execution. These 
murderers were exact in their ceremonial observances, 
like the murderers of Jesus, who, while they con-
trived his crucifixion, paid a scrupulous attention to 
the holy feast. It was decreed, therefore, that the 
Apostle should be brought forth to suffer at the con
clusion of the solemnity. But his hour was not then 
come. Whatever our enemies may threaten, we pos
sess an infallible security under the care and protec
tion of our Almighty Lord, so long as he shall please 
to employ us in his service, or retain us in our ap
pointed post. Let us leave to him the determination 
of every event, and be solicitous, not so much to 
escape the hand of violence, as to answer some use
ful purpose, " whether it be by life or by death. 

Herod, determined to make sure of his prisoner, 
not only kept him in close confinement, but com
mitted him to the custody of four quaternions at 
soldiers, lest a rescue or an escape should be at
tempted. But no strength or contrivance can prevail 
against the counsel of the Lord. If He should say, 
" Go forth," no gates or chains, nor even all the 
armed force of the most potent monarch, can hold 
one weak defenceless saint in bondage. The inces
sant prayers of the church, which were offered up for 
the Apostle, procured the divine interposition for 
his release, and effectually defeated the kings in
tention. " The Lord sent his Angel, and delivered 
Peter out of the hand of Herod, and from all the ex
pectation of the Jews." Yet his miraculous preser
vation was delayed till within a few houis ot e 
time appointed for his execution. On this account 
it was the more conspicuous, and calculated to le-
commend the Gospel to the favourable notice, at 
least to restrain the fury, of its adversaries. God, as 
it were, publicly declared the cause of the prisoner 
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to be his own, and all who paid any serious atten
tion to that testimony must have perceived that op
position was vain, foolish, and wicked. Who shall 
presume to fight against Him ? 

The multitude were disappointed of the entertain
ment which had been promised them in the tortures 
and death of the Apostle. The bloody persecutor 
commanded diligent search to be made for his in
tended victim ; but Peter was secured from nis rage : 
the Lord concealed him as lie had done Baruch an 
Jeremiah on a similar occasion *. Thus the pride 
of the tyrant was mortified when he found himself 
robbed of his prey, but his heart refused to be hum
bled. He ought to have confessed his own iniquity 
for having designed to take away an innocent lite. 
But, alas! in what numerous instances are we con
strained to remark the blindness and obduracy of 
men in a state of impenitence! " Lprd, when thy 
hand is lifted up, they will not see; they will not 
believe or regard the manifest interpositions ot Hea
ven : but the time is coming when " they shall see, and 
be ashamed for their envy at the people +. Whatever 
might be Herod's view of the matter, he doubtless 
wished to discredit the miracle, and prevent its in
fluence upon the public mind. He slew the guards, 
to whose care Peter was committed, that the escape 
of the prisoner might be ascribed to theii negligence^ 
It has been a common device with the enemies ot 
Christianity to spread false reports, and give a wrong 
statement of real facte, in order to prejudice others, 
and obviate the probable effect of the truth. We 
should therefore be afraid of listening to any misre
presentations of the religion of the Gospel. Let us 
examine with strict impartiality, and judge with the 
most serious deliberation. We shall be inexcusable 
if through inattention we suffer ourselves to be im
posed on, and tricked out of our salvation,^ by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive +." 

* Jen. xxxvi. 8.6. t Isa* ****• n' J iv* 14; Perhaps 



390 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

Perhaps Herod declined all further persecution of 
the church: but the cries of them whom he had op
pressed entered into the ears of the Lord of sa-
baoth." The blood which he had shed, and that 
also which he had designed to shed, demanded 
vengeance against him. Yet he was spared for some 
time, God is patient and exerciseth much forbear
ance towards his enemies. Why else is not the 
common course of events obstructed, and the world 
itself destroyed ? Considering the daring provoca
tions of his creatures, we may wonder that He doth 
not make bare his arm, and consume them in his 
anger. But his justice will strike at the last. " If 
the wicked turn not, He will whet his sword; 

I he hath bent his bow, and made it ready. He 
hath also prepared for him the instruments of 

I death; he ordaineth his arrows against the perse-
1 cutors 
I Herod removed from Jerusalem to Cesarea, to ce-
llebrate certain games, as Josephus reports, in honour 
ilof the Roman emperor. Here we shall behold him 
'I at one moment in a state of high dignity and glory, 
I at another debased even to the dust. During his re

sidence at Cesarea, the Tyriansand Sidonians, whom 
I he had threatened with war for some offence, sent a 

deputation to him, professing submission, and de
precating his anger. Through the influence of the 
king's chamberlain, they obtained the desired recon
ciliation ; and the plan of hostilities was relinquished. 
But Herod, for the gratification of bis own excessive 
vanity by a pompous display of his greatness, gave a 
public audience to the ambassadors, and endeavoured 
to impress them with an idea of his abilities, mag
nificence, and power. He had provided for the pur-

' pose a splendid robe of richest texture, which, ac
cording to Josephus, was so exquisitely wrought with 
silver, that, when the sun shone upon it, the eyes of 
spectators were dazzled. Thus arrayed, he entered 
the crowded theatre, and seated himself upon a 

* Psal. vii. 12, 13. 
throne 
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throne of state, desirous to attract the general notice, 

^Heexhibited alfthe grandeur of his majesty. and 
it should seem that he was also ostentatious of his 
eloquence. He addressed the assembly in a speech 
prepared for the occasion, the purport of which was, 
most probably, to celebrate his own power and cle
mency before the gazing multitude. They were not 
backward to pay him the deference he wished for. 
They might be struck with a pleasing astonishment, 
or, perceiving his design, were disposed to gratify 
his pride by expressions of gross adulation. I hey 
gave a shout, declaring their high admiration; and, 
as if they were ready to exalt him above the rank 
of mortals, by giving him divine honours, they cried 
out, " It is the voice of a god, and not of a man. 
This was profane language indeed, and the more so 
as many of the company had been instructed to wor
ship none but Jehovah. The king himself was suffi
ciently acquainted with the sacred Scriptures to be 
convinced that such adoration was impious in. the 
extreme, and he ought to have rejected it with ab
horrence. But he was evidently delighted, and, 
being elated with vanity, consented to receive that 
homage which should be paid only to our Almighty 
Creator. " He gave not God the glory he did not 
refer the people to Him; and, as if he forgot his own 
entire dependence, acknowledged not his obligations 
to the sovereign Lord of all, for the distinguished 
eminence to which he was raised. 

Such was Herod; set up as something more than 
human, revered as a deity by flattering parasites, and 
foolish enough to be pleased with their idolatrous 
oblations of praise. The absurdity as well as wicked
ness of the king in this transaction may surprise us; 
but we shall cease to wonder if we seriously attend 
to the state of our fallen nature. Pride is most un
suitable to us as creatures and sinners; yet, though 
" not made for men," it is interwoven in our very 
frame. We are not unwilling to be extolled for ex

cellencies 
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cetlencies which we do not possess; we wish to re* 
nounce our subjection to Him who made us, and claim 
a consequence and respect which are due only to 
Divinity itself. There are peculiar snares and dangers 
attendant on persons in an elevated rank: they are 
more especially liable to be puffed up with a conceit 
Of their own importance. "Man, being in honour," 
not only " abideth not," but " is like the beasts that 
perish *." Such a situation too often stupifies the 
mind, and renders it incapable of proper discern
ment; and then he, who is the object of general ad
miration and applause, is not himself, and cannot 
make a fair estimate of things. Or, like the brute 
animals, he is engrossed with such matters as are 
immediately within his view, to the neglect and con
tempt of such as are remote. Accordingly, the his
tory of mankind will furnish many, instances of those, 
who, having risen to great power, claimed and re
ceived titles and professions of homage, which are the 
unalienable and exclusive right of the Lord Almighty. 
Let none among ourselves presume that we, if placed 
in eminent stations, should be secured from such 
effects. Let us all, rather, suspect our own hearts* 
and pray earnestly that God may subdue our natural 
vanity, and keep us humble under a sense of our in
significance, weakness, and depravity. 

An exemplary punishment was inflicted on the 
haughty king. In the midst of all his splendour, 
while he was elated with the notion of his own su
perior excellence, as if he were a god, he felt a mor
tifying conviction, and exhibited a melancholy proof, 
of his helplessness and mortality. He was instantly 
seized with excruciating pains, forced to confess his^ 
folly and wretchedness to his idolatrous admirers, 
and, after a few days of extreme suffering, became a 
loathsome corpse. Many learned solutions, probably, 
may be given, and physical reasons assigned, for his 
extraordinary death. But St. Luke, the sacred his
torian, though himself a physician, ascribes it solely 

* Peal. xlix. 12. 
1# 
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to the immediate vengeance of Heaven: " the Angel 
of the Lord smote him." We ask not for any othef 
explanation; and we lament that so many seem e.e-* 
termined to ascribe every event to natural principles 
and second causes, unwilling to acknowledge the first 
great Cause of all, or to allow the God of nature 
anv influence in the government of the universe. 

The visitation of God in this case was the more 
remarkable, as it followed immediately upon the sin 
which had provoked his anger. " Because sentence 
against an evil work is not executed speedily, theie-
fore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to 
do evil *." But here justice overtook the offender 
with swift steps, and exhibited him to public view, 
even in the moment of his highest exaltation and 
triumph, as a signal instance of the divine vengeance 
against pride and persecution. Thus, while Nebu
chadnezzar boastingly exclaimed, " Is not this great 
Babylon, that I have built, for the house of the king
dom, by the might of my power, and for the honour 
of my majesty ?" there fell a voice from heaven, say
ing, " The kingdom is departed from thee f. . Bel-
shazzar, also, in the very act of" lifting up> hunse t 
against the Lord of heaven," was confounded by-the 
hand-writing* which declared, that, being weighed 
in the balances, and found wanting, he should soon 
be deprived of his dominion J. 

The particular nature of Herod s punishment 
seems designed to show the odiousness of his sin. 
He was presumptuously elated, and therefore boa 
determined to reduce him to the lowest state 01 
abasement. As he received with complacency the 
impious adulation* of the people,, and probably in
dulged the conceit that he was advanced above the 
lot of humanity, he became a weak ana detenceless 
prey to the meanest and most loathsome veimin. 
M He was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost. 
Bred in the putrefaction which seized his frame, they 

- Eccles. 1* t Dan. W. 30, 31. t * 2^n!y 
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suddenly attacked his vitals, and rendered him an 
object of misery and abhorrence. Who could then 
envy or admire his splendour and greatness ? Who 
could any longer bow the knee to worship him ? He 
cried out in the anguish of his heart; his pampered 
body was soon turned into corruption; and all his 
pomp and dignity were laid in the dust. 

" Lord, what is man!" "Verily, at his best 
estate, he is altogether vanity His mental fa
culties, glorious and excellent as they are, afford no 
ground for boasting, since in a moment they may be 
impaired or deranged. His outward form may be 
comely, but it is a short-lived flower, and may be^in
stantly blasted in the height of its gaiety. When 
thou Lord, with rebukes dost correct man for ini
quity, thou makest his beauty to consume away like 
- moth: surely every man is vanity +." Let those 
yho pride themselves in a vigorous constitution, a 
'raceful person, or an e\oc\uent address, contemplate 
Lhe case of Herod, and be ashamed of their foolish 
ostentation. Can you bear to be told that not only 
shall worms devour your flesh in the grave, but pos
sibly those loathsome creatures may receive a com
mission against you, and render you, in your most 
prosperous state upon earth, a terror to yourselves 
and others ? O, seek for something better than any of 
those decorations or accomplishments, of which you 
may be so soon deprived ! The grace of Jesus is a sure 
and never-failing treasure to the sincere believer. O, 
labour to obtain the " one thing needful!" It is 
« that good part which shall not be taken away +. 

This history will teach us to be thankful for the 
outward peace and security which the church ot 
Christ, established among us, now enjoys. The re
ligious privileges afforded us in this country are 
singularly great. Let us praise God that we are 
the subjects, not of a furious and persecuting tyrant, 
but of " a nursing father" to our Zion. Let us give 

* Psal. xliv. 3. xxxix. 5. + Psal.xxxix.il. J Luke x. 42. 
diligence 
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diligence to improve our inestimable advantages to 
good purpose, and be afraid lest our negligence or 
discontent should provoke God to withdraw them. 

Yet those who " suffer for righteousness sake 
have no real cause to dread their most violent and 
powerful opposers. The strength of your enemies 
when exerted against the cause of God is feeble and 
contemptible. While we refer you to Herod we 
ask, " Who art thou, that thou shouldest be at raid 
of a man that shall die, and of the son of man, which 
shall be made as grass ?—and hast feared continually 
every day because of the fury of the oppressor, as if 
he were rnadv to destroy ? And where is the fury of 
the oppressor * ?" The Lord will surely maintain 
his own truth; and perhaps the persecution, which 
appears most formidable, may eventually promote 
its advancement. Herod, who " stretched forth,his 
hands to vex certain of the church, was cu » 
« but the word of God grew and multiplied U 
learn to trust your concerns with your faithful an 
Almighty Protector! "Cry out and shout thou 
inhabitant of Zion, for great is the Holy One of 
Israel in the midst of thee t" " No weapon that is 
formed against thee shall prosper; and ®v^ry S 
that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt 

^From^he character and tremendous punishment 
of Herod a suitable occasion is given to warn others 
of his spirit and conduct. Many in private lite are 
disposed to deride and oppress those who appear 
zealous for the faith and practice of the Gospe . 
would argue with them concerning the unreason
ableness and danger of their opposition, and ask. 
Who are you, that you should wish to direct another 
man's conscience ? Whatever influence or authority 
you possess, presume not to set yourselves up in the 
place of the supreme Judge, or to usurp dominion 
" over God's heritage." Your persecution is as 
foolish as it is base. It may, probably, deter hypo-

* lea.li. 12, 13. txii.6. tuv.17. ̂  
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crites, but it will render sincere believers more firm 
and courageous in their profession. They who truly 
understand the worth of Christ and his salvation 
will not desert his service on account of the dilficuU 
ties which you may throw in their way. Yet, while 
you are endeavouring to keep men in ignorance and 
sin, the tendency of your conduct is to deceive and 
ruin their immortal souls; and in this view you must 
be ranked amongst robbers and assassins of the most 
heinous kind. If you consider,, likewise, that your 
opposition is in fact levelled against God himself, 
your guilt will appear peculiarly enormous. You 
exert your influence to prevent a due subjection to his 
authority, and therefore you are promoting rebellion 

I in his government.. And do you not tremble for 
[ the consequence? He will assuredly reckon with 
I you for your profane derision of his word, and in-
I/iirious treatment of his people. Perhaps you may 
•be made, like Herod, a monument of vengeance; for 
•we have heard of many similar cases. At least, the 
•time is coming, when, if you repent not, Jehovah 
I" will speak unto you in his wrath, and vex you io» 
I his sore displeasure*." 

We caution our readers, also, to beware of that 
haughtiness of spirit which the king of Judea be
trayed. " God resisteth the proud," and determines-
that " they shall be abased." Yet are we not all, in 
one respect or another, chargeable with this sinfc 
Has it not been our aim and study to display ours elves, 
our abilities, possessions, or performances, in am 
ostentatious manner? Have we not claimed the 
credit, and refused to " give God the glory ?" There 
is no superiority, mental or corporeal, which we can, 
enjoy, but pride will find in it occasion of boasting 
and triumph., We are continually in danger of ex
alting the creature, to the neglect of the Creator.. 
0, let us look with a holy jealousy on our most ad
mired advantages; for, whatever they may be, if 
God be not acknowledged and served in them, they. 

Psal. ii. 5. 
wilh 
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will prove the means of aggravated guilt and ever
lasting destruction! . 

How many are cut down, like Herod, in the rrpdsl 
of their vanity and profaneness! Do not the fre
quent instances of the sudden deaths of profligate 
offenders excite an alarm amongst us ? We entreat 
the attention of the careless and impenitent to this 
tremendous subject. Any other sin, as well as those 
which appeared in the character before us, will, it 
persisted in, expose you to the fierce anger of Al
mighty God. His hand is lifted up; and, perhaps,, 
he may shortly strike the fatal blow. What, then is 
your hope, « when God taketh away your soul * ? 
Ah! " where shall the ungodly and the sinner ap-
pearf?" The acute disease by which Herod pe
rished was only an omen and warning of that infi--
nitely more terrible misery which awaited him. He 
was eaten of worms-." but there is a worm " which 
dieth not," and which will be for ever gnawing the 
consciences of them " that obey not the Gospel ot 
God." Is not this more than you can bear to think 
of? Yet remember it is decreed,.that, " though hand 
join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished 
And, perhaps, the irrevocable sentence may instantly 
go forth, " This night thy soul shall be required of 
thee §0, seek forgiveness by the blood of the 
cross! Seek the renovation ol your hearts* in righte
ousness, by the grace of the Spirit! " To-day, if ye 
will hear the voice of God, harden not your hearts ||. 
Submit to him without reserve, and you shall know 
that He, who is terrible in his anger, " delighteth m 
mercy. He will subdue your iniquities, and cast all 
your sins into the depths of the sea % 

* Job xxvii. 8, + 1 Pet. iv. 18~„ X ^J?v* *?' 2*' 
VLukexii. 2.0. 11 Heb. Wv 7» ^ Mlc* ™' 18> 

ONESIMUS, 
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O N E S I M U S ,  

CHAP. XII. 

Onesimus, the servant of Philemon—-robbed his master 
—fled to Rome—there converted through St Paul's 
ministry—returned to his master with the Apostle's 
recommendation—was affectionately received by the 
church as a brother—and probably admitted into 
the sacred ministry. 

WHILE we are considering the characters of men 
we ought to perceive and admire the glory and per
fections of God in his conduct towards them. The 
government which he exercises over our fallen race 
exhibits an astonishing view of his love, no less than 
of his power. Such a view is given us in every in
stance of the conversion of a sinner. Cases of this na
ture are always to be regarded as events of peculiar 
magnitude. They discover the exceeding greatness 
of that grace which can pardon and sanctify the re
bellious ; and therefore, as far as they are made known 
to us, demand our serious attention. 

The person who is here proposed as the subject of 
our meditations claims our notice on this ground. 
The sacred volume, indeed, does not contain a large 
account; but the few circumstances recorded of him 
will furnish us with important instruction. He had 
been placed in a mean situation, and his conduct had 
been infamous, but, the doctrine of the cross having 
reached his heart with a mighty energy, he became 
an honourable and useful member both of society and 
of the church of God. May we, like the holy angels, 
rejoice over the repenting sinner! May we contem
plate the change with gratitudeand delight, and prove 
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k,„„, future obedience that we tore obtained the 
same mercy! common slave, but 

Onesimus was no more thw« J co™ ^ attend_ 
probably did not fee th h<? wag favoured with 
ant on such a condition » knowledge and im-
opportunitieso garni g professed and 
provement. His masiei x house, 
domed the Gospel, having a churchm 

,„d being tTtlnAnd toward all saints." It 
toward the Lord Jesus c faithful preacher, 
should seem, also, tha dearly beloved and 
lor St. Paul addresses him ^s^st se„a0t, in nucha 
fellow labourer . - , peculiar advantages 
pious family, donbttess external means can change 
of a spiritual kind. Butn his situation without the heart Onesimus retained h.situa . 
any apparent benefit from the^prayersin 
admonitions, or example of his • a a. 
and on this account his tent, under 
rated. To continue careless and W^a^bappy 

the constant observation o ,. deepest de-
influence of real religion, „ross ignorance, an 
pravity; it implies ^cJon of God and his truth, 
avowed contempt and lej bersof such ahouse-

0 consider, ifyou®re the impr0vement are 
hold as that of Philemcm, What M»P afforded 
yon making of the valuable opportumtms 
you ? Have you not yet to learn me wy ? ^ 
ousness, though you have ong warned 
not neglect your souls,& §m0nedto the worship 
of your danger ? xouaie home: but do you 
of God, both at church an ^ ? What account, 
not still remain strangers p > ? "sbould you die in 
then, shall you be able to g • tg wboSe exhor-
u n b e l i e f ,  y o u r  m a s t e r s  .  ̂ P  w i t n ^ g s  a g a i u s t  y o u :  
tations you have desP f h' ;„bt have proved an mes-
and that situation, which might** ]P heavie&t 
tunable blessing, will eventually j 
curse. 

* PWiem. i, &c. onesimus 
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Qnesimus was not merely thoughtless, but destitute 
of all principles of probity. He betrayed his trust 
in Philemon's service, and then absconded with the 
pilfered property. Is the heinousness of dishonesty, 
sufficiently considered? Are you, to whom the 
concerns of others are committed, strictly attentive 
to your obligations ? Do you hate robbery, even in the 
smallest degree ? And are all your transactions such 
as you could bear to produce to the public view? 
O, remember there is a God in heaven, who narrowly 
inspects your private dealings, and will expose every 
fraudulent practice at the day of judgment. Will 
not this be to ydur unspeakable confusion ? Deter
mine, then, to suffer any difficulties, rather than 
waste or embezzle what is deposited with you. Let 

"no man go beyond and defraud bis brotherin any 
. matter: because the Lord is the avenger of all such 

From this view of Onesimus's state and conduct 
ive should have apprehended every thing bad: and 
mad he received the just recompense of his iniquity 
for been left to follow, without restraint, the devices 
[of his own heart, the consequence must have been, 

tatal. But a difleTent scene opens upon us; and we 
turn from the profligacy of the sinner, to behold the 
rich and sovereign grace of our God in Jesus Christ. 

Gnesimus, having basely deserted his master, pro
bably became a wanderer and a vagabond. In that 
state, under the controlling influence of divine Provi
dence, bis steps were directed to Rome; and there 
by some means or other, he was brought under the' 
ministry of St Paul, who, though a prisoner, was-
pemitted to preach the Gospel in his own house. 

. What were Onesimus's motives for attending the 
Apostle we know not; but the event was blessed. 

I I he wretched rambler was suddenly arrested: an 
lu'rcMV of conviction from the Lord pierced his heart; 
Iwq • sed his £uilt' and obtained mercy through 
Khon S1"' ?f whomhe then heard- A total reno-
I pIace within him: he " renounced the 

* l.Thess. iv. 0. 
hidden* 

QNESIMUSo  401 

hidden things of dishonesty," and desired to serve 
God in righteousness and true holiness. He was 
more than reformed; he was made " a new creature. 
ThiS) said Paul, is " my son Onesimus, whom I have 

^Here" thenf isT'striking instance and undeniable 
nmnf of the extensiveness and power of that grace 
whkh God has exhibited in the Gospel. He can save 

fluence of his Spirit on those whom He is pieasea to 
visit with his salvation. On thisground we may be 
encouraged to entertain a pleasing hope tor others,. 
and to offer importunate gj Lo7d per-Some are disposed to ask, Why does the J^ord per 
mit the objects of his. 'evU^ourses^ Why does 
continue so long in their evil bring upon 
he not prevent the mischief w i ^rav but, O 
themselves and their connexions . nst God*?" 
man, who art thou that rephest against^od ^ 
Instead of giving way to cunou *di ation8f 
sumptuous cavillings concerni g unfeigned 
we should rather bow before him vvithuntmgnea 
humility, and confess that wesave °.oceedings„ 
tion the wisdom or the equity * ^nt that 
Many of his reasons are/:0£c(L , 1 r0ndescended to part of his conduct which he has condescendea ^ ^ 
explain demands our admination, » us strange 
and, even when his appointmen s PPassure(} that He 
and unaccountable, we shou - will be in-

mall his ways, and holy m a pie has 
We grant that He to gratify their 

« thoughts of peace and not of evil^ J 
# Rom. ix. 20. 1 own 
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own perverse desires, and make a daring progress in 
wickedness. Thus he takes occasion to humble 
them more effectually, after they have given full 
proof of their depravity by their atrocious conduct. 
He exhibits in a more conspicuous light the sove
reignty of his mercy, while he convinces them by 
their own experience that they deserve to perish, 
even as others, and that they are indebted to His 
almighty grace for the salutary change which is pro
duced. It is observable, too, that persons of this 
description, when they have embraced the Gospel, 
generally possess a stronger and livelier sense of the 
value of redemption, and their obligations to the 
Saviour, than those who have not run into the same 
irregularities. They feel the more fervent love, as 
being more deeply impressed with the persuasion 
that they have much forgiven *, Are there not evi
dent marks of the divine wisdom and goodness in 
this procedure? We confess, however, that the 
subject involves difficulties which we pretend not to 
explain ; and we caution our readers to suspect their 
own reasonings and conclusions which are not ex
pressly warranted by the Scriptures. While we 
maintain and rejoice in the full liberty of the Gospel, 
let us beware of abusing it to the purposes of licen
tiousness. i( Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound.—What shall we say then ? Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound ? God 
forbid f." We reject such an inference with abhor
rence. 

It is the high perogative of Him, " who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own willij:," to 
bring good out of evil, and to glorify himself even by 
the disobedience of his creatures: yet this does not 
in any measure palliate their guilt. The wickedness 
of Joseph's brethren, in conspiring against him and 
selling him into Egypt, was eventually the means of 
great and numerous advantages, and designed to be 
so by the divine appointment. But, as they acted 

* Luke vii. 47. f Rom. v# 20# vi Jf Q j El)h i n 

from 
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from the basest motives, they were perfectly mex-
msable. " Ye thought evil against me, said Joseph, 
"but God meant it unto good*." It pleased the 
lord likewise, to render the dishonesty of Onesimus, 
though truly detestable, subservient to the most 

fous purposes. This, at least, led the way to 
1 conversion; and who shall say that it was not 

oermitted, in order to fix upon his heart a deep con
viction of his depravity ? What else could be the 
sense of the Apostle when he observed to Philemon, 

•'Perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that 
thou shLdst receive him for ever?" This> givesus 
an astonishing view of the dispensations of God. He 
preserves his own holiness; and yet the very-sins 
which are most hateful to him form a part ot his 
plan, inasmuch as he intends to make use of them, 
in various instances, for the recovery of the offenders 
They follow their own perverse inchnations^ whiL 
he secretly conducts them to those places an^L «> 
nexions in which a blessing awaits them These 
cases frequently occur; but many of them at present 
mav be wisely concealed from public view, sume 
men of corrupt minds would thence take occasion to 
blaspheme the truth, and harden " disDlaved " 
iniquity. But hereafter they will all ^displayed 
and furnish the redeemed of the Lord with additional 
reasons for admiring, loving, an p g 

he can never be at a loss for means to p ^ , 
own purposes. He " waits to be gr * 
sends repeated calls and offe*s °\™®gC/ot he cannot 
persist in their rebellion. Yet I reducing 
be, disappointed: if 
them to obedience, another is master but 
fled from the admonitions of his pIOUS master Due 
in his flight, though this was no °™ls int<in . 
he came under the ministry of St.Paul.and Mbera 
received the blessing of a new heart. The Lord uoa, 

, Gen- 1. 20. tbcmgh 
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though not confined in his agency, generally honours 
the ordinances of his own appointment; and, while 
men seek to evade those exhortations which are pain
ful to them, he is often pleased to* bring them under 
the sound of his word in a different situation, and to 
produce in them such a change as they neither ex
pected nor desired. But, by whatever instrument a 
spiritual renovation is effected, the whole glory 
should be ascribed to Him, 44 who worketh all in 
all*." 

This is not a subject of mere speculation. Con
version extends not to the judgment only, but to the 
inward principles and tempers, and will appear in 
the outward conduct. In some instances sufficient 
time may not be allowed to give a public and decisive 
proof of its reality. We do not assert that in these 
cases there is no evidence to be depended on, but 
none of that sort which we are authorized to require 
as indispensably necessary, where life is spared, and 
opportunities of doing good are afforded. " This I 
say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye hence
forth walk not as other Gentiles walk f." " Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is-
w heaven J." 

St. Paul without hesitation pronounced Onesimus 
a convert; and doubtless the change was evinced to 
his satisfaction. The poor fugitive slave felt a deep 
conviction of his guilty and especially of the theft 
which he had committed. He opened his distress, 
and made a frank confession to the Apostle, that 
through him he might implore forgiveness from his 
much-injured master. Repentance is always accom 
panied with a painful remembrance of sin, a sense of 
its evil, and a readiness to acknowledge both to God 
and men every wrong which we have done. If the 
mischief which we have occasioned cannot be re
paired, yet we should prove our godly sorrow by an 
honest and unreserved declaration of our baseness. 

* 1 Cor. xiL 6. f Eph. iv. 17. J Matt. v. 16. 
An 
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An anxious endeavour to deny or conceal, to justify 
or palliate our misconduct, will give sufficient ground 
for suspecting an unsoundness of heart. 

Onesimus was willing to return to the post which 
be had so shamefully deserted, and desirous, by a 
strict attention to his duty, to be useful to that ho
nourable person who had suffered through his former 
treachery. This was a favourable sign. It ought 
never to be forgotten that true religion will direct 
our regard to the respective places in life which we 
have forsaken or neglected, and dispose us to dis
charge our appointed offices for the benefit of those 
to whom we have been injurious. 1 he sincere P^n*~ ^ 
tent will inquire, How may I serve and glorify God * 
in my situation ? How may I now fulfil those ob
ligations which I have basely violated in time past? 
I have wronged and grieved my nearest connexions, 
my parents or master, my children or servants: in 
what way may I now be enabled to promote their 
advantage and comfort ? But those who feel no such 
concern about their future conduct, who are not so
licitous to answer some more profitable purpose than 
they have already done, know not the grace of God 
in truth: their religion is vain. 

I11 order to probe the wound more perfectly, we 
observe, that, if your consciences be distressed by 
the recollection of any trespass or injury which you 
have committed, you must endeavour to make repa
ration according to the utmost of your ability. Li 
you refuse this, your professions of penitence are 
hypocritical. Onesimus probably could not restore 
to Philemon what he had stolen ; but he acknowledged 
his obligation to do it. St. Paul admitted the de
mands of the master, and, taking the obligation o 
the servant upon himself, expressly confirmed the 
intentions and the duty of his convert. Thus the 
Apostle writes, " If he hath wronged thee or oweth 
thee aught, put that on mine account: 1 Paul have 
written it with mine own hand, I will lepay it. 

Onemisus, having obtained forgiveness with • 
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was cordially received by the church, and from that 
time held in considerable reputation. St. Paul com
mends him to the notice of the Colossians as " a faith
ful and beloved brother, who was one of them*." 
And ecclesiastical history relates that he was after
wards admitted into the sacred ministry, and laboured 
diligently for the conversion of others. What an 
astonishing and happy change then was here ac
complished! How excellent is that system of faith 
which is calculated to produce these glorious effects! 
" Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree: 
and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an ever
lasting sign that shall not be cut off f." After such 
a representation it will not surely be objected that 
the doctrines of the Gospel are of a licentious ten-

i dency. Through the gracious provision which God 
I has made in Jesus Christ, there is free and plenteous 
I redemption for those who have been most abandoned 
I in principle and conduct. But, consistently with 
I this truth, we maintain, that those, whom the Lord 
[ pardons, He also sanctifies, and that believers must 

prove their sincerity by abounding in all the fruits of 
I righteousness. Do we not then effectually secure 

the interests of morality and holiness ? 
Some, perhaps, object to the kindness and cor

diality with which such converts are usually received 
among Christians: but this very circumstance, which 
excites disgust, displays the strong influence of our 
religion. If there is joy in the presence of the an
gels of God over repenting sinners i, shall not the 

I saints on earth participate of the same generous af
fection and disinterested pleasure? Shall not all who 
love the Lord show the tenderest regard for those 
who are reconciled to him, without exception of 
rank, or even of their former character? If he 
vouchsafe to admit them into his family as his sons 
and daughters, who are we, that we should treat 
them with contempt or neglect? The grace of God 

* Co!, iv. 9. -j- jsa. Iv. 13. t Luke xv. 10. 
will 
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will teach us that " we were by nature the children 
of wrath, even as others and dispose us to love 
all those as brethren who appear to be renewed by 
the same spirit. " It is meet that we should make 
merry and be glad: for this our brother was dead, 
and is alive again; and was lost, and is found f." 

Paul, though an Apostle, rejoiced over Onemisus, 
who was no better than a poor slave, and whose con
duct had been infamous. He did not urge against 
him his mean condition, or his atrocious crimes; 
but, believing him to be born of God, he embraced 
him as a fellow-heir, earnestly interceded for him 
with Philemon, and with the overflowings of pa
rental affection exulted in him as his own child. 
Do we not feel very forcibly our obligations to Chris
tian love, while we observe with what tenderness 
and fervour St. Paul commends this young convert 
to the favourable notice of his master: " I beseech 
thee," says he, " for my son Onesimus ;—thou there
fore receive him that is mine own bowels;—not now 
as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, 
specially to me, but how much more unto thee, 
both in the flesh, and in the Lord ! If thou count me 
therefore a partner, receive him as myself." Pro
bably Philemon complied with the request tn its full 
extent, pardoned the returning slave, treated him 
with affectionate regard, and rejoiced at the change. 
Let us likewise learn to lay aside our envious re
sentments, and, without adverting to past circum
stances, if only we are now united together in the 
bonds of the covenant, and " called in one hope of 
our calling,!" let us, as brethren of the same Father, 
" love one another with a pure heart fervently 

But, while we contend for the exercise of an en
larged benevolence towards all Christians, we main-
lain that the Gospel does not reduce the different 
ranks and orders of society to a level, nay, rather 
Ibat it requires the observance of those distinctions. 

* Eph. ii. 3. t Luke xv. 02. 
Onesimus 
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Onesimus might possibly resume his post in Phile
mon's household, and yet be treated, on a spiritual 
account," not now as a servant, but above a servant, 
a brother beloved." This spiritual regard we may 
pay to our pious labourers and meanest dependents, 
as the children of God, and the heirs of glory, while 
we continue to insist on their subjection and obe
dience. We lament the forwardness of some, who 
seem to think they are exempted from subordination, 
in consequence of their religious knowledge and at
tainments. They obtrude themselves with a degree 
of insolence on the notice of their superiors, as if in 
a civil sense there must be a perfect equality among 
those who are one in Christ. Surely this betrays 
gross misconceptions of our religion, or much haughti
ness of temper. " Let as many servants as are under 
the yoke count their own masters worthy of all 
honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be 
not blasphemed. And they that have believing 
masters, let them not despise them, because they are 
brethren" (as if they were all on a level); " but ra-
ther," remembering the appointments of Providence, 
" do them service*." 

Persons of higher rank should also learn to cor
rect their proud and disdainful behaviour towards 
their inferiors. They have a right to use their la
bours ; yet they should treat them with all gentleness 
of manners. These worldly distinctions will soon 
cease, and only that grand discrimination of charac
ters which the grace of God produces will last for 
ever. If, therefore, we discover the image of the 
Saviour in them who are subject to our authority, 
they should be particularly dear to us for his sake, 
and we should rejoice over them from the delightful 
expectation that we shall meet them in heaven. 
There Onemisus and Philemon, with their beloved 
Paul, are worshipping in the same company. There 
may we also, and our respective families, make up 

* 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2. 
thr 
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the household of faith, and join in the same acclama
tions of praise before the throne of God and of the 
Lamb! 

The example before us may encourage the most 
atrocious sinners to return to God with the hope of 
finding mercy; but the subject is shamefully per
verted if it embolden any to persist in their evil 
courses. Shall you dare to say, For the present I 
will give a loose to my heart's desires, but on some 
future day I will repent, and doubt not of obtaining 
forgiveness, even as Onesimus ? Does the work of 
conversion lie within your own power ? Or can you 
claim the grace which alone is able to effect it? Are 
the instances of such a change, in persons rejecting 
the Gospel, so numerous as to warrant your con
clusion that you shall certainly be recovered? On 
the contrary, do you not see many suddenly taken 
away in their iniquities? and do not others, who 
are spared a longer time, become more and more ob
durate, till, as we fear, they " fill up their sins,** 
and perish with aggravated ruin for their contempt 
of salvation ? Presume not, then, on distant oppor* 
tunities, which may never be granted: resist not 
your present convictions, lest they should return no 
more. You have trifled too much already: O give 
the remainder of your short life to Him, for whose 
service you were made: thankfully accept his offered 
mercy, and endeavour to improve every succeeding 
day for his glory ! 

vol, IV. HOLY 



H O L Y  ANGELS. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Angels, their nature, character, and situation—art 
God's ministers, and perform his purposes study 
and admire the plan of redemption—announced the 
birth of Jesus—worshipped him—attended him 
declared his resurrection—rejoice in the conversion of 
sinners—watch over believers—will accompany Jesus 
to the last judgment—summon the world—approve 
and execute the different sentences—will be for ever 
employed in praising God—confirmed in their holy 
and happy state—and united witfe redeemed saints. 

IN contemplating the various characters ofmen we 
perceive much cause to mourn for the sad effects 
which sin has produced upon the earth. Some of 
these characters exhibit noth.ng but evil. Others 
discover a real excellency °f disposition conduc. 
but such are their defects, so interrupted their o 
dience, that even in them the purposes of He 
seem as yet, to be imperfectly answered. Our 
species evidently appears in a fallen state; an ex
treme depravity universally prevails, which i;s o 
fensive to God, obscures his glory, and spreads con-
fSS and misery through the whole system of 

^ Possibly there may be other worlds, where no 
such apostacy has taken place, and where Jehovah, 
fhe great Lord of all, is" continually receiving.the 
full tribute of honour, love, and service, from 
sands of intelligent and holy creatures. We ha 
certain information that there is one bless y 
of this kind, the angels of God in heaven, w^urnish 
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furnish us with matter of useful and delightful me
ditation, when we are distressed by a view of our 
own unhappy circumstances. 

Theseexalted beings are, as much as ourselves, the 
workmanship of God, and as entirely dependent upon 
him. It should seem that they were brought into 
existence before the human species; but they were 
made, even as we, in subjection to the holy law of 
God, and are required always to do his will, and show 
forth his praise. "Thou art worthy, OLord, to 
receive glory, and honour, and power: for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and 
were created *." 

They are spirits possessed of large intellectual fa
culties; and though they have not flesh and bones f, 
nor any corporeal form like ours, they can become 
visible to us, when commissioned for special purposes. 
They are also endued with vigour of a superior sort; 
and accordingly they have produced effects to which 
no human exertions would be equal. They are called 
" mighty Angels," and aresaid to " excel in strength J." 
Their chief residence is in heaven, where the ever-
blessed God manifests the splendour of his majesty; 
and where they are permitted " to behold the beauty 
of the Lord." Whilst, however, it is their privilege 
to appear in his immediate presence, they display his 
sovereignty and glory by bowing at his footstool. 
The society is extremely numerous. When Daniel 
saw "the Ancient of days" sitting on his throne, 
such was the Prophet's computation of his attendant 
armies: "Thousand thousands ministered unto him, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
him§." Our Lord declared that he could have pro
cured for his assistance " more than twelve legions 
of angels ||and it is further asserted that their 
company is " innumerable If." They are distin
guished into different orders, and possess different 
degrees of glory and perfection: this seems to be im-
* Rev. iv. 11. f Luke xxiv. 39- f 2 Thess. i. 7. Psal. ciii. 20. 

§ Dan. vii. 9,10. |] Matt, xxvi, 53. Heb. xii. 22-
^ 2 plied 
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plied when they are represented as " thrones, domi
nions, principalities, and powers*." Two of the 
celestial hierarchy are mentioned under the names ot 
Michael and Gabriel; and, from the transactions in 
which they bore a part, we may consider them as 
obtaining a preference, and as filling the places of 
peculiar eminence and dignity f. . 

But, however they may be discriminated by various 
measures of excellence, they are all adorned with a 
splendour which human eyes, in our present state, 
could not bear. Some of the most advanced saints 
on earth have been confounded by their appearance. 
There is no defect in any of them. They are com
pletely holy, and completely happy: being in all 

Irespects conformed to the of God, they enjoy the 
constant assurances of his love. They c,an therefore 
tell, from their own experience, that " in his presence 
is fulness of joy; at his right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore In them let us admire the great 
Creator, from whom they have derived whatever 
they possess, and who alone is " the perfection of 
beauty." To him let us look in fervent prayer for 
the communications of his grace, if we wish to 
resemble these blessed spirits. 

Let us inquire, . 
I. What is their employment in the present admi

nistration of the divine government ? The Lord him
self, by his continual and sovereign agency, upholds 
and regulates every part of the universe which he hath 
made. He wants no assistance; yet he is pleased to 
accomplish his purposes by various instruments which 
he uses, not through weakness, as earthly monavchs 
do, but lor the display of his power and the glory ot 
his majesty. The holy angels are called his cna-
riots;" and " the Lord is among them," riding, as it 
were, in great state and triumph §. They surround 

'• his throne with unceasing songs of praise and adora
tion, and stand ready to fly wherever he shall appoint. 

# Coi, i. 16. f Jude 9. Luke i. 19. J Psal. xvi. 11. 
4 lxviii. 17. xviii. 10. . , 
' They 

HOLY ANGELS. 413 
They are called his " ministers and, when commis
sioned by him for the execution of any plan, they 
proceed without hesitation upon the first intimation 
of his will, being lively, quick, and penetrating, as 
" a flaming fire *." They " do his commandments,^ 
perfectly fulfilling all his pleasure, and esteeming it 
their honour to be employed in his service; yet they 
wait for his injunctions, " hearkening unto the voice 
of his word f:9 A revolt, indeed, has taken place 
among them, in consequence of which many of their 
company were driven out of heaven. But these of 
whom we now speak have uniformly and in every 
instance maintained their obedience. 

They are interested in the concerns of this lower 
world. When the Lord 44 laid the foundations of 
the earth," they " sang together, and shouted for 
joy Jand from the beginning, as the instruments 
of divine Providence, they have borne a part in the 
administration of human affairs. Throughout the 
Scripture history we remark the interposition of 
angels. By them the saints of God have been directed 
in their duty, warned of impending dangers, relieved 
under distresses, and rescued from enemies. We 
need not be particular in referring to examples. 
"The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them §." To 
such the promise is express, 44 He shall give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 
They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou 
dash thy foot against a stone H." But they have been 
commissioned also to execute judgment, as well as to 
perform acts of kindness. Thus " an angel stretched 
out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it If." Thus 
the camp of the enemy of God was once visited by 
the sword of an avenger: at midnight the cry of 
death was heard in the hosts of Sennacherib, and, 
when morning rose, the slaughter of thousands tes
tified to the haughty monarch the stroke of an invi-
* Psal. civ. 4. t ciH. 20, 91. % Job xxxviii. 4,7. § Psal.Jtxxiv. 7. 

|) xci. 11, 12. % 2 Sam. xxir, 
sibie 
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Bible arm*. To a similar agency we are taught also to 
ascribe the sudden destruction of that tyrant Herod, 
who was smitten with a mortal disease in the moment 
©f his profane exultation f. 

Such are the facts which ancient history records: 
and what reason can be assigned why we should not 
believe these celestial messengers to be employed 
among ourselves as they were in former times. 
Though we do not discern their intervention, and 
cannot ascertain its extent or effects, yet it ought 
not to be denied. And, if it be allowed, does it not 
give us most exalted ideas of the divine Majesty. 
Is it so, that, in every part of God's dominion where 
we can be placed, we are surrounded by angels; 
and that this innumerable company is continually 
occupied in carrying on the purposes of bis admim-

Istration ? Then how unspeakably great and. glorious 
must he be! Will it not also fix a serious and 
useful impression upon our minds to be assured that 
these boly beings are about our path, watch over us, 
interest themselves in our happiness, and narrowly 
inspect our conduct? If only the veil of flesh and 
blood were removed, we should perceive ourselves 
in the midst of many witnesses. We know not how 
much we are indebted to their kind and active ex
ertions in our favour. But what do they observe in 
our deportment ? Are we not guilty of those actions 
before them, from which we should be deterred by 
the presence of any human creature? Are we not 
then afraid, lest, while they attest our folly and per-
verseness, they should be commanded to relinquis 1 
their charge? 

We proceed to consider, 
II. What attention they pay to the concerns of our 

salvation. Having preserved their original purity, 
they stand in no need of a Redeemer; yct> 13 

generous disinterested affection, they rejoice in the 
grace which is extended to us. It should seem tha 
the great plan exhibited in the Gospel is the subject 

* 2 Kings xix. 35. "f Acts xii. 23. ^ 
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of their holy meditations, and excites their praise and 
wonder. They do not treat it with contempt, as 
many of those evidently do whose everlasting state 
depends upon it. Probably they understand much 
of its glory, while they stoop down with eager soli
citude to discover more. Though the lustre which 
attracts their notice prevents by its radiance their 
closer inspection, and compels them to confess that it 
" passeth knowledge/' yet they still long for a fuller 
revelation of the divine counsel: (f they desire to 
look into the things" which are thus hidden from the 
view by their own incomprehensible excellence *. 

They could not but feel astonishment when first 
informed that the exalted Personage, who is their 
Lord and God, was about to assume our nature, and 
become a suffering inhabitant of the earth, that he 
might rescue us from destruction. Even to the pre
sent hour they are unable to fathom this deep mystery# 
But they admire the divine perfections of wisdom, 
power, love, truth, and holiness, as displayed in the 
cross of Christ: and perhaps in no other instance 
have they seen so much the character of Jehovah. 
Accordingly it is declared to be one part of the grand 
design," that now unto the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God f." 
" When the fulness of the time was come that 

the Saviour should appear, they were employed in 
various ways. They announced his incarnation t© 
Zacharias, Mary, and Joseph +, proclaimed " the 
good tidings" of his nativity to the shepherds, and 
then, in a numerous company, praised God " for his 
unspeakable gift§," They cried aloud, « Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men." Then indeed was " Jesus seen of 
angels ||:" they contemplated the incarnate God with 
fixed attention and holy admiration, and were re
quired to acknowledge his divine character by ren-

* 1 Pet. i 12. t Eph. id. 10. t Matt *• and Luke *• 
§ Luke ii. s—14, 11 1 Tim. iii. l6. . 

dering 



416 SCRIPT LI HE CHARACTERS. 

dering him unfeigned homage. When the Father 
bringeth the First-Begotten into the world, he saith 
•« Let all the angels of God worship him *." 

During the whole of the Redeemer s abode on 
earth, even through his deepest humiliation, they 
waited upon him as their Lord. After his seveie 
conflict in the wilderness, " Behold, angels came, 
and ministered unto himf." When he was leady 
to faint by means of the agony and bloody sweat 
which he endured in the garden of Gethsemane, 

there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, 
strengthening him J." It was one of this illustrious 
society who rolled away the stone, that his disciples 
might be permitted to examine his sepulchre; and 
it should seem that several of these holy beings were 
employed in attesting his resurrection §. Upon his 
ascension into heaven, two of them in shining forms 
presented themselves to his apostles, and predicted 
their Lord's triumphant return at the last day 1|: and 
when he, in human nature, entered into glory amidst 
the acclamations of all his numerous host, his pre-emi
nence over them was declared; " Angels, and ^tho 
rities, and powers,being made subject unto him i|. 

As the servants of Jesus, they not only join in his 
praises with the church above, but promote the pur
poses of his mercy in the church below, by ways 
which we pretend not to explain. They are not sent 
forth to preach the Gospel; this honour being re
served for sinners, who feel their own need or that 
*alvation which they propose, and are more likely to 
avmpathize with their hearers in all the various cir
cumstances of distress and temptation. But these 
blessed spirits attend our religious assemblies as wit
nesses of our devotions, and with a peculiar eagerness 
of desire for the success of the ministry . I here 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth ftas if every new conver 

* Heb. i. 6. f Matt. iv. 3 1. J Luke xxii. 43. § Matt, xxriu. 
9—7. Markxvi.s—S. Lukexxiv.4—7. Johnxx. 12. ||Actsi.lQ, • 
rn 1 Pet. iii. 22. ** 3 Cor. xi. 3 0. Eccles. v. 6. t+ Luke xv 10* ^ was 
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was an addition to their happiness. "Whilst they 
praise God for such an instance of his goodness, they 
exult in the victory obtained over the powers of 
darkness, and in the enlargement of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. They receive the young believer under 
their care, being commissioned to watch over him for 
his protection and comfort. Thus we are assured, 
with respect to the weakest and most inconsiderable 
members of the church, " Their angels," or those who 
are deputed to be their guardians, are no less than the 
exalted spirits who stand near the throne, and " al
ways behold the face of God in heaven None of 
them are too great to be exempted from these services; 
" Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation f ?" 

Soon they will deliver up their charge, and con
duct the souls of those who were committed to them 
" through the valley of the shadow of death" to their 
glorious and best abode. Thus, when Lazarus died, 
he " was carried by the angels into Abraham s bo
som Believers, then, on their dismission from 
the body, are attended by these holy beings, and 
enter into a state of immediate and delightful inter
course with them ; so that they will join together, 
in one company, to ascribe " Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever §." 

We profess to admire the excellency of this celestial 
host; but should we not also cultivate a similar dis
position? While they, who are so eminent in wis
dom, are giving all serious regard to the work ot 
redemption, shall we think it a mark of good sense 
and superior understanding to turn from the consi
deration of it with disdain ? Is it beneath us to imi
tate their example, and " desire to look into the 
same important subject? We would therefore ask 
our readers, Do you, like the angels, contemplate 
the incarnate God and Saviour with astonishment 

» Malt, xviii. 10. t Heb. i. 14. % huke xvi, 22. 
§ Rev. v. 13. 

T 5 ana 
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and fervour of affection, and bow before him with 
deepest reverence and adoration ? Do you adopt 
tbeir rapturous anthems, and praise God for the 
lairth of his Son? How can you be unconcerned 
about this amazing transaction, with which the ho
nour of God and the salvation both of yourselves and 
others are immediately connected? Do you feel a 
generous solicitude for the souls of your fellow-
creatures, and rejoice " over one sinner that repent-
eth ?" Rather, have you not, on such an occasion, 
shown a malignant displeasure, and thrown out 
virulent reproaches ? Have you not exerted your 
influence to obstruct the progress of the Gospel ? 
While you possess such tempers, these immaculate 
spirits cannot look upon you with favourable regard, 
however you may be esteemed and applauded by 
your gay and dissolute companions. O, be persuaded 
to pay a deference to the opinion and example of 
those whose wisdom and goodness stand unimpeached, 
and unite with them in the most vigorous efforts to do 
the will of God, and promote bis glory! 

In our attention to the character of angels, it will 
"be proper to examine, 

III. What concern they bear in the solemn pro
ceedings of the last day. The grand scheme of re
demption being completed, the Saviour will appear 
as the supreme and universal Judge, and by his ir
revocable sentence declare the everlasting state of 
the whole human race. How important the decision! 

The Scriptures do not represent these holy beings 
as called to account for their conduct before the tri
bunal of Christ; but it should seem that they will 
be employed, for various purposes, at his advent. 
When he shall descend from heaven, they will attend 
him as his faithful servants, and grace his triumph. 
" The Son of man shall come in his glory, with ten 
thousand of his saints, and all the holy angels with 
him* so that heaven shall pour forth its inhabit
ants, to display the majesty of the King, and exe-

* Matt, xxv, 31. Jude 14. 
cute 
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cute his orders. They shall give the summons for all 
mankind to stand at his bar. " The voice of the 
archangel," announcing his approach, shall be parti
cularly distinguished on that awful occasion . And 
he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other + .  The  tremendous sound will * 
deepest recesses of the grave; and each individual 
of Adam's posterity must obey the call. 

All nations being now assembled before the Judber 
and the different characters separated, arraigned, 
and tried, " every man's work shall be made mani
fest" and every secret thing be brought forth tor 
public inspection $. Then shall these illustrious 
spirits who surround the throne not only stand as 
witnesses, but even be appealed to for the equity of 
the solemn proceedings. This, at least, seems to be 
implied in oSr Lord's declarations: " Whosoever shall 
confess me before men, him shall the bono! man also 
confess before the angels of God : but he 
me before men, shall be denied before the angels of 
God S." They likewise will be commissioned to carry 
the decisive sentence into immediate execution. They 
are "the reapers," to whom the Lord of the harvestwilt 
say," Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them 
inbundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my 
barn II " When, therefore, the Judge shall pronounce 
"Come, ye blessed," and " Depart from me, ye 
cursed f," they, acknowledging and approving the 
just award, will conduct the righteous withi great 
triumph to their mansions of bliss and glory, 
Slwn to impendent, with shame and ever-
lasting contempt, into the fire prepared for the 
devil and his apostate company. ^ 

Who anion" us can read or hear of these things 
.ill, indifference > Let u» not forget ho» much we 
are interested in the transactions of that day. We 
• l These, iv. 16. t Matt. xxiv. 31. t 11 Cor. in. 13. W. 5. 
§ Luke x». 9, 9. II Matt- *"'• 30> 39' * 3 ' must 
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must all obey the summons of the archangel's trum
pet, and stand before the great tribunal. But how 
shall we bear the strict examination when our actions 
and principles shall be sifted and exhibited to 
public view before the inhabitants of heaven as well 
as those of earth ? Are there none who will wish to 
hide their heads, or fly from the presence of the 
Judge? But an escape or concealment will be im
possible. The most stout-hearted sinner must await 
his doom : nor can he resist or retard the affliction 
of his punishment. When the tremendous sentence 
shall be pronounced, " Cast ye the unprofitable ser
vant into outer darkness*," the word will be pow
erful, and the execution instantaneous. No accusa
tion, however, shall prevail against those who are 
justified by the faith of Jesus. They shall go into 

; life eternal, attended by all the hosts of heaven, be-
l fore whom they shall receive the high distinctions of 
I the crown of righteousness and the palm of victory : 
I they shall be clothed with white raiment, and even 
f seated with the Saviour in his throne. Such honour 

will the saints of God obtain, in the presence, and 
by the ministration, of angels. 

In relation to these bright spirits, it remains only 
that we observe, 

IV. What will be their situation in the kingdom of 
glory for ever. We have already remarked that they 
are admitted to view the full and unveiled splendour 
of the Deity, and, while they wait in readiness to 
perform his pleasure, are continually offering up the 
song and sacrifice of praise. We presume not to ex
plain the nature of their worship: but some general 
account Is given us by the Prophet. Isaiah tells us 
that he " saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up ;" that u above it stood the seraphims, 
and one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of hosts : the whole earth is full of 
his glory Such, we conclude, will be their state 
and employment through eternity; for, as they are 

* Matt. xxv. 30. f Isa- vi. 1—8. 
called 
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called " the elect angels*," they will never be dis
possessed of their present happiness and exaltation. 

We know not that any particular change will be 
made in their condition at the last judgment; but it 
is probable that they will experience an increase of 
felicity. Being confirmed in their purity and obe
dience, and united as one family with all redeemed 
saints, they will join with one heart and voice in 
praising and adoring God and the Lamb. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is the centre of this union : in Him they 
meet and are incorporated into the same society. 
Accordingly St. Paul declares it was the grand purpose 
ofGod, " That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth, even in Him f." The object of their worship 
is the same, and a perfect agreement in sentiment 
and affection will subsist between them. Yet a dis
tinction must be made. The angels, who never 
sinned, cannot be considered as the purchase of the 
Saviour, and are not indebted to his sacrifice and 
intercession for the honourable situation in which 
they are placed. They are struck with the view oi 
his grace and glory, and constrained to sing, Y/rth a 
rapturous admiration, " Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain." But those of our fallen race, whorn he 
hath ransomed from sin and hell, will feel their 
superior obligations, and endeavour to express their 
gratitude and affection in strains peculiar to them
selves; for they will add, " He bath redeemed us 
to God by his blood This, indeed, is a song 
" which ho man can learn" but those' who follow 
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth §." 

The faithful disciples of Christ may look forwards 
with unspeakable delight to that time when they 
shall join the blessed society above. Perhaps you 
are now surrounded by those who despise and blas
pheme the God of heaven; but soon shall you be 
united to them who love and serve him without wean* 
* 1 Tim. t. 21. t Eph. *<>• t Rer- v ^ xiv* 
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ness or imperfection. You carry about with you, for 
the present, an infirm, vile, corruptible body, and, 
what is more painful, a depraved mind; but after 
a few days you shall be rescued from this state of 
degradation and bondage, when you shall resemble 
the angels themselves in purity, happiness, and 
glory*. Even here, indeed, you worship and obey 
the same Lord, and the thought may afford you some 
consolation, when you are ready to conclude that 
you are left alone, and that there are none to take 
your part. Thousands of these spotless beings stand 
round about you, approve your conduct, and are 
commissioned to minister to your relief. Could you 
draw aside the veil which conceals the invisible 
world, what a scene would be displayed! Enough 
to render you superior to all the insults and cruelties 
of an opposing world. Like Elisha, when com
passed with threatening enemies, you would see 
these chariots of fire sent down from heaven in your 
defence; and, possessing your souls in peace, you 
would exclaim, with the Prophet, " Fear not; for 
they that be with us are more than they that be with 
them +." 

But, while you rejoice in their friendship and pro
tection, you should propose their bright examples of 
goodness for your own imitation. At least, you 
should not be satisfied with any thing short of their 
obedience. Your Lord himself has taught you to 
pray that the will of God may be done on earth, 
" as it is in heaven." You are not to regulate your 
practice by the defective standard of human righte
ousness, but must press forwards to attainments, 
which may, in some measure, resemble the holiness 
of angels. They serve God perfectly, without ex
ception of one duty; constantly, without intermis
sion ; and cheerfully, without compulsion; nay, 
with fervent love and supreme delight. This, also, 
you should aspire after; and therefore earnestly 
covet and implore increasing communications of that 

* Matt. xxii. 30. f 2 Kings vi. 15—17. 
grace, 
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grace, by which you will finally be brought into a 
state of complete conformity with them. But, on 
comparing yourselves with the pattern here 
bited, are you not deeply ashamed and humbled ? 

Those pure and exalted creatures in every respect 
answer the end of their being. Many, alas ! of our 
corrupt race, are hot merely defective in righteous
ness, but totally opposite to this character. Do we 
not live among those who are actuated by tempers 
and principles as contrary to those of angels as dark
ness to light ? We, therefore, solemnly appeal to 
them, and ask, Of what sort will be your society 
hereafter? Disposed as you now are, you cannot 
have fellowship with the host of heaven, nor they 
with you. Their employment is what you will never 
relish: you detest and put away from you what is their 
highest delight. It is not possible that they should 
accommodate themselves to your depraved taste; tor 
this would involve an opposition to God and ex
clusion from happiness. Your prospect is indeed 
tremendous. You must dwell with those whom you 
resemble, and with whom you are confederate m 
rebellion against Jehovah. Is this what you can 
bear to think of? Yet most assuredly you must 
have your portion with evil spirits, unless you e 
created anew in Christ Jesus. 

May the Lord God, in sovereign mercy, pour out 
his sanctifying influence upon all orders and ranks ot 
men! May he form us to be a people for his name, 
and make us of one heart and mind with the church 
above! So shall we understand and feel the meaning 
of those exalted anthems which we are taught to use. 
With sincere and ardent devotion we shall cry aloud 
to the God of our salvation, " With angels and arch
angels, and with all the company ot heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy glorious name; evermore praising 
thee, and saying, Holy, holy holy Lord God of 
hosts; heaven and earth are full of thy glory : Glory 
be to thee, O Lord most high * 1 Amen# 

• Communion Service. EVIL 
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E V I L  S P I R I T S .  

CHAP. XIV. 

Evil spirits, their existence, fall, and exclusion from 
heaven—tempted our first parents—maintain large 
influence in the earth, among the impenitent—once 
were permitted to possess men's bodies—opposed the 
Saviour—still resist the progress of the Gospel—as-
sault believers—yet their agency does not extenuate 
our guilt—will soon be confounded—summoned to 
judgment—and doomed to eternal punishment. 

AFTER the strong proofs which we have seen of 
man's apostacy from God, perhaps the question may 
arise, Is this the only order of intelligent beings who 
have revolted from their obedience? Or, where did 
sin originate? The sacred records have informed us 
of another system of creatures who were the first: 
transgressors, and are the authors and abettors of 
that rebellion which has prevailed in our own world. 
We proceed, therefore, to observe, that there are 
devils in hell, as well as angels in heaven. There is 
a numerous company of wicked spirits who discover 
a blasphemous contempt of God, and are continually 
endeavouring to defeat the purposes of his govern
ment. The contemplation of their wretched con
dition may excite many painful sensations; but the 
subject seems properly to come under our plan, as 
being closely connected with Scripture history; and 
it may be productive of solid advantage, if we con
sider it with true seriousness of mind. 

Their influence in human affairs, and even their 
existence, have been denied. But, if we allow the 
inspiration of the Bible, we ought implicity to receive 

its 
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its testimony in every particular. We attempt to in-
validate its authority, if we think ourselves at hbery 
to reject those declarations, however clear and ex
cess which cannot be accommodated to our systems 
or wishes. Now, no account can be de ivered m 
plainer terms, none more repeatedly asserted ^ con
firmed, than that which is given of the fallen angels. 
It is no good objection to this history that it does not 
c o n t a i n  s o  f u l l  a n d  m i n u t e  a  r e l a t i o n  a s  < c u n o s . t y  
might desire; for it never was designed that we should 
understand every thing, or obtain Fe^ectsaUsfaction 
in our speculative inquiries. But, if we admit wh 
the Scripture hath revealed concerning thestate, ch -
racter, and employment of evil spirits, we shall have 
aconsistent explanation of what we observe both in 
ourselves and others. A serious attention to the 
world around us, and to the wild and irre^,ar 

ings, of which we cannot but be conscious. in oui 
own minds, would incline us to believe, even it we 
had no Bible, that we are subject to a fojeign n-
fluence of a malignant kind. Universal exp.e"« -
verifies what the inspired volume has a&rmed. May 
we be led to admire and adore that grac ^ut 
only restrains the malice ot these unho y g , • 
is effectual to rescue us from their power! May our 
great Deliverer break the bonds by w i 
our sinful race are still enslaved, and give them 
know that his service is the most perfect freedom. 

In the history of wicked spirits we ^ consider 
I. Their fail. A total and lamentable change^^ 

laken place both in their situation nnl;tv an(j 
Originally they were possessed oft y^h 
happiness, which they have now ,eu y equai 
were ranked amongst theangels in' ' „ k not 
to them in excellency and gl°ry;. nup(Uence to God 
their first estate renouncing thei^ driven out 
they « left their ownare failed " prin-
with shame and confusion • bgen „ in 
cipalities and powers, ana are sai 

* Jude high 



426 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

high places* which shows that they were endued 
with eminent faculties, and distinguished among the 
superior orders of the celestial hierarchy. But their 
exaltation was no preservative ; they have suffered a 
tremendous degradation. A numerous company, com
bined under one leader, who is named Satan or 
Beelzebub, joined in rebellion against Jehovah. We 
do not inquire into the particular nature and circum
stances of their transgression. But it should seem 
that they were instigated by ambition, or a vain de
sire of knowledge or pre-eminence beyond the divine 
appointment; for, when St. Paul speaks of one " lifted 
up with pride," he describes him as " falling into 
the condemnation of the devil f." It is sufficient, 
however, to say that they sinned. 

Having then cast off their allegiance to God, they 
could no longer associate with those whose whole 
delight is to do his will, and worship at his feet. 
Having lost their holiness, they could not retain 
their felicity ; for misery is the necessary consequence 
of depravity and guilt. Every good principle was 
banished, every vile affection admitted : they became 
a torment to themselves. But their wretchedness is 
not to be considered merely as the unavoidable effect 
of their apostacy; it is the righteous infliction of 
their incensed Sovereign. His authority being de
spised, hisanger was provoked, and his justice armed 
with terrors against them. He could not suffer them 
to remain in heaven with a spirit of disobedience or 
independence. He appointed them a new place, and 
consigned them to a state of extreme and endless 
punishment in hell, where they are exhibited as an 
example of the malignant nature and destructive 
tendency of sin. How astonishing a change was this ! 
Let us learn from it to revere the holiness of God, 
who " cannot look on iniquity," and the strictness of 
his government, which guards his law by so tremen-

AXT a Penajty as " the vengeance of eternal fire." 
** Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 

*  B p h. v i .  i a .  f i Tim. iii. 6. 
4 name T 
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name?" Thou art indeed " a consuming fire" to all 
who presume to resist thy power. While we hear of 
thine awful dispensations towards the rebellious an
gels, "our flesh trembleth for fear of thee, and we 
are afraid of thy judgments 

In considering the case of these apostate creatures, 
we must proceed to remark, , T. 

II. Their present situation and employment. It 
was not possible that by any exertions they should re
cover their former abode and purity, and we appre
hend that they have never really wished it. hey 
could not deliver themselves from torment, or return 
to their former allegiance. They retain f ̂ ™iable 
rooted enmity against God; and it should seem tha 
ever since their fall they have been a ^nptrng to 
overturn or obstruct his government. Su nf omr 
appeared to be their disposition at the cr®atlon °f 

world. Perhaps the happiness of our f st parenU 
excited their envy. Certain it is that uponthemthey 
fixed their malicious eyes, and co"*"\te,d ' ^em 
cast them down from their eminence, wjth 
into the same state of disobedience . which 
themselves Tbev contrive a temptation, wrnc , 
" rte-ubtleLnagement of their 

succeeded. He took the opportun.tyofspread.ng 
the snare before Eve, when she was alone. ̂ He 
solicited her compliance by P10P exalted con-
gratification of appetite, and a m _ wpre couched 
ft ^M^ntidraid then prevailed 

spirits probably triumphed m that calamuo 

* Psai. cxix. mo. seemed 
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seemed to be defeated; and had not God, in sovereign 
mercy, interposed to repair the breach, the whole 
human race must have remained for ever alienated 
from him, and exposed to his fierce indignation. 

We perceive by what tempers these unholy beings 
are influenced. A proud opposition to God, and 
hatred of all goodness, assiduity and zeal in promoting 
evil, falsehood, and treachery, an envious disgust at 
the happiness or excellence of others, and a desire to 
spread sin and misery to the greatest possible extent, 
—these are some of the leading principles which 
mark the character of Satan and his associates. " He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not 
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own : for he is 
a liar, and the father of it " The devil sinneth 
from the beginning f he was the original trans

gressor, and has ever since been practising iniquity 
with unceasing activity and vigour. This is " our 
adversary," whom we are required to " resist, stead
fast in the faith," " because, as a roaring lion, he 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour J." 
All his apostate company are of like description. 
They are called "spiritual wickedness or wicked 
spirits: they are themselves most corrupt and abo
minable, and unwearied in their endeavours to ren
der others equally depraved. 

Their stratagems, alas! have been fatally success
ful among the human race. For which reason it 
should seem Satan is styled " the prince" and " the 
god of this world fl." He cannot possess any right
ful authority ; yet he meets with general submission, 
though he is a base usurper. We speak of him as the 
representative of all the fallen spirits, and ascribe to 
him whatever they effect or attempt, since he directs 
their movements. Let us examine what influence 
he has exercised and what mischief he has produced 
among the posterity of Adam. The account may 

* John viii. 44. f 1 John iii. 8. J l Pet. v .  8 ,  9. 
§ Eph. vi. 1 2 .  || Johnjtvi. 11. 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

be 
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be offensive to our pride ; but, without wishing to 
conceal or palliate the truth, we must give a faithful 
representation of the case. . . , 

In the Old Testament Satan was €t the lying spirit" 
by whom the false prophets were instigated * ; and, 
in the New, those preachers who pervert right 
doctrine are said to be his ministers f. Nay, it is ex
pressly declared that all those, who, like him, are 
actuated by pride, envy, malice, or deceit, are his 
children, and " will do the lusts of their father J. 
He it was who tempted Judas to sell and betray the 
Saviour, and, having taken full possession of the per
fidious wretch, deserted him not till he had accom
plished his utter destruction of body and soul §. The 
same infernal agent filled the heart of Ananias to 
" lie to the Holy Ghost \\and, wherever any per
sons reject salvation, the effect is in some measure to 
be ascribed to Satan's malignant interference. lie 
" hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious Gospel ot Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto them *il. He 
is "the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience **. 
Sinners may not be aware whom they serve, and 
under whose instigation they act. But from the 
Scriptures we learn that Satan maintains dominion 
over them, and that, however they may seem to differ 
from each other, they all follow his guidance, and 
bear his image. He stirs up antichrist to oppose or 
pervert the purity of the Gospel ft; and " takes captive 
at his will" those who resist the truth ++. ^ e readily 
allow, perhaps, that such atrocious offenders as 
11 Cain, who slew his brother," may be "of that 
wicked one but it is equally certain that he that 
comraitteth sin," though it be in a less scandalous 
way, « is of the devil §§." Such declarations should 

* 1 Kings xxii. 21—23. t 2 Cor. xi. 15. t o°Co> \> 4^ 
§ John xiii. 2,27. 11 Acts v. 3. ~ ^ 
** Eph. ii. 2. tt 2 Thess. 11. 9. $ J 2 Tim it. 26. 
ftl John iii. 8,12. exc;te 

\ 
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excite us to inquire, with real earnestness, " To 
whom do we yield ourselves servants to obey ?" 

Various are the devices by which our spiritual 
adversary prevails. He tempts men to the practice 
of evil, by exhibiting to their view a flattering pro-
spect of its pleasure, and concealing the danger. He 
suggests to them, as he did to our first parents, 
" Ye shall not surely die* and it seems to be the 
masterpiece of his subtlety to induce them to believe 
that there is no future punishment. Thus he endea
vours to lull them asleep and st upify their consciences, 
not from a benevolent desire of rendering them happy, 
but that he may more effectually secure their obe
dience to himself, and accomplish their final destruc
tion. He is " the strong man," who gains pos
session of the sinner's heart, and there being 
« armed keepeth his palace; and his goods are in 
peace f." 

Yet his malignity has appeared in other forms. 
At the time of our Lord's incarnation, he was per
mitted, for special reasons, to exercise a peculiar 
power over the bodies of many persons, who were, 
in consequence, miserably afflicted and tormented. 
In their distressful cases we perceive that he studies 
to torture and destroy by every possible method. 
It has been thought that those, who, by apostolical 
censures, were " delivered unto Satan," suffered in 
the same way; and that the evil spirit, as the exe
cutioner of divine justice, inflicted upon them certain 
diseases, or excruciating pains }. But, be that as it 
may, such is his malice, that, if he were left without 
restraint to gratify his own mischievous disposition, 
we should no longer experience a moment's ease, or 
enjoy our faculties either of body or mind: the earth 
would be a resemblance of hell. O, how great are 
our obligations to our Almighty Preserver! 

It becomes us, in an especial manner, to adore the 
God of all grace, who proposes in the Gospel com
plete and final deliverance from our infernal adversary. 

•Gen. iii. 4. fLukexi. 21, t l Cor. v. 5. iTini. i. 20. 
The 
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The Lord Jesus Christ has lifted up a standard against 
him, and undertakes for ail believers to defeat his 
purposes. He has interposed to ransom them by the 
might of his Spirit, and at the expense of his own 
precious blood. The merciful design was revealed to 
our first parents immediately after their revolt, when 
it was declared that the Seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent's head *. Satan is unwilling to 
renounce the dominion which he has usurped, and 
with violence opposes the intentions of the Redeemer. 
There are, therefore, two contending parties: a sharp 
conflict has been maintained from the beginning; 
and it is not possible that any reconciliation between 
them should be effected. This circumstance exhibits 
another feature in the character of the fiend: he re
sists the Saviour, and labours with the utmost vigour 
to prevent or obstruct the influence of his grace. O, 
let us be afraid of bearing any the most distant re
semblance to such a horrid disposition ! 

During our Lord's abode on earth he endured ex
treme distress from the violent assaults of this anta
gonist. Forty days he was harassed by his tempta
tions in the wilderness : and then the devil, when 
vanquished and obliged to retire, departed only " for 
a season ft' Probably the attack was renewed, 
though without success. Jesus observed to his ene
mies, near the close of his life, " This is your hour, 
and the power of darkness J whence it should seem 
that Satan was then permitted to make his fiercest 
onset, and to try what his malice could do. But, 
with a reference to^that onset, the Saviour exclaimed 
in a delightful exultation, " The prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in me §." The foe, indeed, 
*o far prevailed, as to procure the crucifixion, and 
to enioy a temporary triumph in the completion ot 
his wishes; but that event proved the ruin of his 
own kingdom. We are encouraged to rejoice that 

* Gen. iii. 15. t Luke iy. 13. X 53. 
& John xiv. 30, 

ouy 
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our victorious Redeemer " through death destroyed 
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil*/' 

Consistently with his character as 44 the enemy of 
all righteousness/' Satan has uniformly endeavoured 
to obstruct the Gospel. This being the most effec
tual instrument for 44 the pulling down of his strong 
holds," and the emancipation of his captives, he may 
be expected to oppose it with all his strength and 
subtlety. Wherever, therefore, the word of grace 
and salvation is preached, he watches for an oppor
tunity to prevent its success. Like a bird of the air, 
he hovers about the place in which the good seed is 
sown, and takes it out of men's hearts, 44 lest they 
should believe and be saved f." He is the enemy 
which soweth tares in the field, with a view to de
feat the designs of its proprietor }. If we are fa
voured with an evangelical ministry, the considera
tion of such a malicious intruder should awaken a 
holy circumspection and fear. As it is his plan to 
keep us in ignorance and unbelief, he will endeavour 
to cast reproach upon the truth, and fill our minds 
with prejudice. Let us suspect and guard against 
his influence. The most violent persecutors of the 
church are his instruments; he assists them in the 
contrivance and execution of their schemes. Even 
the imprisonment of the saints is ascribed to him, 
because it is effected under his instigation §. He is 
active, likewise, in promoting false doctrines and 
divisions among Christians, as the probable means of 
obstructing the work of God. How solicitous should 
we be, lest, through our folly or perverseness, 44 he 
get an advantage of usI" We ought to be constantly 
aware 44 of his devices ||." 

Those who are rescued from his dominion, and 
devoted to the service of Christ, must look for a se
vere attack, since the tyrant will not quietly resign 
his prey. Young converts generally experience a 

* Heb ii, 14. -f- Luke viii, 12. f Matt.xiii. 37—39. 
§ Rev. ii. 10. |] 2 Cor. ii. 11. 

peculiar 
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peculiar degree of his malice. He seems to practise 
upon them every method of temptation by which he 
may shake their religious principles, and subject 
them again to his own authority. When these fail, 
and they, who were once his-willing captives, are 
evidently brought into the glorious liberty o» the 
children of God, then indeed the power of the 
usurper is broken, but his enmity remains the same. 
He will continually endeavour to disturb the peace 
of believers, and distress those whom he cannot 
destroy. This malignant influence alone will ac
count for the strange commotions which are excited 
in their minds. Difficulties, doubts, and fears, are 
suggested, by which their faith is staggered; and 
with a kind of violent importunity they are solicited 
to act in opposition to their better judgment and de
sires. Such is the warfare which they must be pre
pared to maintain through life. Satan is a restless 
opponent; when one scheme fails, he will try the 
effect of another. He is constantly aiming to harass 
and seduce the servants of the Lord by some new-
device, and with every fresh circumstance he varies 
his mode of attack. 

He it was who tempted David to transgress, pro
bably through motives of ambition, by numbering 
the people*. By his malevolent interference, Job, 
that eminent saint of God, was reduced to a state of 
extreme distress, confusion, and horror. When 
" Joshua the high-priest," as the representative of the 
church, 44 stood before the Angel of the Lord," 
pleading for acceptance, 44 Satan stood at his right 
hand to resist him f " This is a striking picture of 
our adversary's employment: lor he is 44 the accuser 
of our brethren, who accuseth them before our God 
day and night }." The Apostles of Christ were once 
induced to forsake their Lord; but he himself ac
counted for that strange event when he said,44 Satan 
hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as 
wheat St. Paul was perplexed and almost over-
* 1 Chron. xxi. l. t Zech. iii. 1- J Rev. xii. 10. § Luke xxii. 3 y  

VO L . iv. u whelrae 
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whelmed by a severe affliction, which he calls "a 
thorn in the flesh but the sharpness of the trial 
was owing to the influence of this wicked spirit: it 
was " the messenger of Satan to buffet him After 
such instances, who shall expect to escape an attack? 
Every believer is called to be a soldier, and expressly 
required to be prepared for the combat, by " putting 
on the whole armour of God," in order " to stand 
against the wiles of the devil f." It is spoken of as 
probable that the foe may shoot his " fiery darts" 
into the soul, whilst an assurance is given that " the 
shield of faith" will quench them +. There is there
fore only one method of safety: " Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you §." 

It should be remembered, that, notwithstanding 
the power of the tempter, our moral liberty is not so 

> impaired as to render us in any degree the less ac-
wountable for our actions. He may propose the com
mission of sin, and solicit our compliance; hut he 
jlcannot succeed, except by our own voluntary con-
Isent. Yet, alas! how prone are we to yield to his 
• suggestions! Such is the depravity of our nature, 

that it is always ready to second his attempts; and 
therefore his ascendancy over us will not furnish us 
with an excuse; nay, rather, it shows the greatness 

' of our guilt. We are his willing vassals; and his 
service, though most oppressive, is what we choose. 
We must blame him, but we cannot acquit ourselves. 

I Let us lie down ashamed, and earnestly deprecate 
that wrath which we have deserved. 

In attending to the scriptural declarations concern
ing apostate spirits, we have only to remark further, 

III. Their future doom. They are already con
signed to a state of extreme punishment, as the due 
reward of their transgression, without hope of deli
verance. Their character and situation are fixed and 
determined for ever. A Saviour is provided for us, 
but not. for them : and yet there was nothing in our 

• 2 Cor. xii. 7. f Eph. vi. II. J 16 
§ James iv. 7, 

case, 
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ease, any more than in theirs, which could encourage 
an expectation pf forgiveness. Criminals can have 
no claim to favour. Here, then, we behold the asto
nishing grace and distinguishing love of our Re
deemer. They are dealt with in the way of strict 
justice, and cannot complain of suffering wrongfully. 
But rich mercy is displayed towards our species. 
The Lord Jesus " took not on him the nature of 
angels;" he did not interpose for the rescue of those 
miserable beings, who were once angels in heaven ; 
" but he took on him the seed of Abraham," pledging 
himself for the salvation of all those of the human 
race who should partake of that Patriarch's faith*. 

The present system exhibits a conflict between the 
evil spirits and our exalted Redeemer: but it is 
drawing to a close, and the final issue will be for his 
glory and their everlasting confusion. In the prospect 
of this complete victory, Jesus at one time exclaimed, 
" I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven + 
and at another, " Now shall the prince of this^ world 
be cast out J." St. Paul also thus encourages be
lievers to triumph on the same account, " 1 he God 
of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly §.' 
The malignant fiend will be permitted to maintain h is 
influence among men a little longer. Rut soon he 
shall be bound for a thousand years ||, and during that 
period confined to his own place, without exercising 
the destructive power upon earth which he now pos
sesses. His dominion shall be subdued, and 44 the 
kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ H." Afterwards he shall be 
suffered to regain his ascendancy for a short season, 
in which, as it should seem, iniquity will prevail more 
generally than it has ever done **. But u the end ot 
all things" will immediately succeed, and exhibit a 
tremendous scene. . , , 

Satan and his vile associates will be summoned to 
the tribunal of Christ, and examined in the last judg-
* Heb. ii. 16. f Luke x. 18. J John xii. 31. § Rom. xvi. 20. 

1) Rev. xx. 2. * Al.- ^ 
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ment. However haughty and unwilling, they must 
beud their necks before the injured majesty of God, 
and the malignity of their characters and the justice 
of their punishment will be publicly evinced. They 
are now " reserved in everlasting chains under dark
ness," and there can be no possibility of escape: but 
they will be brought forth " to the judgment of the 
great day*," that their conduct may be submitted to 
the inspection of the assembled universe. The horrid 
stratagems by which they deceive the world and harass 
the church of God will then be unfolded, and greatly 
aggravate their condemnation. Believers, who are now 
the object of their malice, will triumph in their destruc
tion, being admitted to preside as the assessors of Christ 
in that solemn trial. They will approve, rejoice in, and 
in some sense pass, the sentence. " Know ye not," 
said St. Paul, " that we shall judge angels f?" 

The book of judgment being closed, these apostate 
spirits will be " cast into the lake of fire and brim
stone where their misery will surpass our utmost 
conceptions, and whence there can be no release. 
Impenitent sinners also shall have their portion with 
them. Though the fire was " prepared for the devil 
and his angels §," because they were the original 
transgressors, yet there shall they all, the deceived 
and the deceiver, in one horrible company, " be tor
mented day and night for ever and ever. This tor
ment will in no respect tend to change or soften their 
obdurate minds. They will retain their hatred of 
God, " blaspheme his name, and not repent, to give 
him glory ||." The justice of God, therefore, will 
not remove or mitigate the punishment throughout 
eternity. It is declared, in the most express terms 
of which language is capable, that it shall be " ever
lasting." And who shall presume to objector pre
scribe to God the proper measures of his government, 
as if we were more competent to decide what his 
own righteous perfections may demand ? 

* Jude 6. f l Cor. vi. 3. J Rev. xx. 10. 
§ Matt. xxv. 41. 11 Rev, xvi. 9. 

The 

EVIL SPIRITS. 437 
The awful subject naturally gives rise to various 

reflections. . . 
1. Let " the redeemed of the Lord rejoice and 

triumph in their great Deliverer. While you con
template the character and state of the infernal host, 
you cannot but be deeply impressed with.your im
mense obligations. Are you not constrained to cry 
out, with devout admiration of your distinguished 
mercies, " Behold what God hath wrought! How 
much has Jesus done; how much has he pledged 
himself to accomplish in your behalf! Already you 
are " delivered from the power of darkness , and 
"have overcome the wicked onef- ,e 

present you may expect to feel very painful attacks 
from your malicious foe, though you shall not tall by 
his hands. His purposes against you shall finally be 
baffled, and even rendered subservient to your spri
tual and eternal welfare. Only remember whence all 
your strength is to be derived: you will ' overcome 
him by the blood of the Lamb fc" To your faith you 
must likewise add a diligent attention to du y. ou 
are required to wrestle and fight, to watch and pray: 
and this should be your daily, your unceasing, em
ployment. You have ratified the solemn vow, that 
you will " renounce the devil and all his works §. 
never then dare to think ot returning to is in amous 
service. Lift up your supplication to the God ot all 
grace, that He may " deliver you from evil I, fiom 
the wicked one, " from his crafts and assaults, and 
" finally beat down Satan under your teetlU 

2. Let penitents, who feel their own weakness^ 
and dread the power of these spiritual enemies be 
encouraged. We allow that there would be jusl 
cause for fear and despondency if 
administer support. But the Lor ^ 
have laid help upon One that is migl y • 
refer you to Jesus, who can dispossess the stron 
man, and take from him all his armour, wherein h-

+ "Rpv xii. 11. ^ Catechisn 
* Col. i. 13. t 1-T°I^t1a1^y psal. lxxxix. 1.9. i| Lord's Prayer. % Litany. trusted. 
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trusted .' O, fly to this Saviour, and entreat his 
gracious assistance and protection ! " Surely He shall 
deliver thee from the snare of the fowler: He shall 
cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings 

• ^alt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and 
bucklerf." The horrid temptations by which you 
are assaulted, and which excite distressing apprehen
sions in your minds, are a favourable sign. We 
conclude, from the violence of your adversary, that 
you are rescued from his dominion ; for, if you were 
still held in subjection, he would not alarm, but 
quiet your fears, and lull your consciences asleep, 
rersist, then, in a determined opposition to the 
prince of darkness, and indulge the pleasing hope 
that Jesus has broken the yoke of your oppressor, 
and will shortly give you complete deliverance. 

3. Let careless sinners be persuaded to consider 
vhose servants they are, and how their schemes of 
niquity must terminate. It appears from the Scrip
ture account, however unwilling you may be to ac-

I now ledge it, that, while you are alienated from 
Ood, you are in subjection to Satan. You yield a 
ready compliance to the proposals of that evil spirit; 
you act as his confederates, under his influence, and 
are conformed to his likeness. And does he not ex-

I cite in your hearts such tempers and affections as 
render you wretched in yourselves, and mischievous 
to society? Where then can you expect your final 

I portion . 4 If God spared not the angels that sinned 
but cast them down to hell is it to be imagined 
that he will spare you, who despise and reject that 
mercy which was never offered to them? You 

J " count the blood of the covenant an unholy thing, 
and do despite unto the Spirit of grace §:" but this 
is a degree of iniquity with which they are not 

| c )a^geable. What can equal the heinousness of your 
£!' ~^?,w y°u escape, if you neglect so great 
io Jn IOn I ' Persua^ed, while opportunity 
Js allowed you, to « flee from the wrath to come!" 

Eukexi.22. f Psal. xci. 3,4. f si Pet. ii. 4. §Heb.x. 29. jfii. 3. 
CONCLUSION. 

C O N C L U S I O N .  

CHAP . XV. 

Self-examination recommended, as a proper improve-
ment of " Scripture Characters."—Inquiries pro
posed : Are ice among the saints, or the impenitent ?— 
What is our state, conduct, and principles ?•—Are toe 
" in the faith," and conformed to Jesus Christy by 
virtue of a spiritual union with him ? 

HAVING finished our plan of deducing' practical 
reflections from Scripture examples, we may now 
close the subject by calling upon every reader to 
inquire whether he has made a suitable improvement. 
Religion does not consist in curious speculations: it 
is a personal concern. We ought not, therefore, to 
be satisfied with collecting or^tnalyzing th$ historical 
accounts recorded in the sacred volume, or deciding 
upon the different people whose cases have passed in 
review before us ; we should seriously consider what 
is our own spiritual state, and under what description 
we -ire to be classed. As the knowledge of ourselves 
is of far greater consequence than any other, we 
should direct all our studies to the attainment of that 
important object. How forcible, and how exactly 
adapted to our purpose, is the exhortation of the 
-Apostle! " Examine yourselves, whether ye be in 
the faith ; prove your own selves. Know ye not your 
own selves, how' that Jesus Christ is in you, except 
ye be reprobates * ?" Let us attend to this solemn 
counsel, and pray that He, " unto whom all hearts 
he open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid f," may search and try us, deliver 

* 2 Cor. xiii. 5. t Communion Service. 
m 
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us from all hypocrisy, " and lead us in the way ever-
lasting." 

It seems to have been the design of God, in allot-
ing so large a portion of his word to the description 
of various characters, to fix our regard upon our
selves; and, without such a particular application, 
it is not probable that we shall reap any solid ad
vantage from Scripture history. While we are form
ing an opinion concerning the celebrated names of 
antiquity, let each one ask, What am I to be ac
counted of? " Enoch had this testimony, that he 
pleased God *but do I possess any evidence of a 
similar kind? I read that " Abraham was called the 
friend of Godf;" but am I a child of Abraham? 
Moses is represented as peculiarly eminent for his 
meekness ot spirit: am not I carried away by the 
influence of pride, envy, and revenge? While I be-

( hold the holy life of Jesus, the Son of God, is not 
the tenour of my conduct totally opposite? Though 
I perceive and approve the zeal, courage, and assi
duity of liis Apostles, am not I destitute of fervent 
love to his name and concern for his glory, being 
indolent, fearful, and unbelieving? 

If we pursue these inquiries through the Scriptures, 
to what conclusion will they lead us ? But the scrutiny 
proposed is unpleasant, and most persons start back 
from it as conscious of a defect, and aware that their 

accounts are bad. We apprehend that many study 
the sacred writings merely to gratify their curiosity 
in speculating upon the various characters there ex
hibited, and indulge a proud censorious disposition in 
passing sentence upon them, while they are averse 
to a serious examination of their own hearts. Are 
we then at liberty to neglect the repeated injunctions 
given us to " search and try our ways and " prove 
our own work §?" Or is the examination of no con
sequence? If our state be safe, it will have a happy 
tendency to fill our minds with confidence and joy: 
and on this ground it seems highly necessary, even 

* Heb. xi.fi. f James ii. 23. f Lam. iii. 40. § Gal. vi. 4. 
to 
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to advanced Christians, in order that they may be 
preserved in peace, and encouraged to pursue the 
great object of their high calling with increasing 
ardour. But, granting that we may possibly remain 
under the divine displeasure, is it not peculiarly de
sirable to be apprized of our danger ? And are we not 
most likely, by a faithful inquiry, to discover our 
mistakes, and the way of obtaining deliverance? 
In such a case, surely, a supine indifference about 
the event is unpardonable, and must be expected to 
terminate in final destruction. The duty here recom
mended may appear difficult; but it ought not there
fore to be declined. The chief difficulty to be 
removed is our disinclination to every thing truly 
spiritual; and this circumstance, so far from being 
an excuse, furnishes an additional reason for applying 
to the work in the most vigorous manner,... 

In the sacred records we meet with different and 
opposite descriptions of men. Some were confessedly 
dear to God and eminent in holiness, " a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works," The question, then* 
arises, Do we resemble them in temper, principle, 
and practice ? If we compare ourselves with Noahr 
Daniel, and Job, whatr likeness do we discover? 
Noah maintained his integrity, and " walked with 
God," in a time of general depravity, when the earth 
was deluged with wickedness. The conduct of 
Daniel was so circumspect and unblamable, that his 
malignant accusers were constrained to say, We 
shall not find any occasion against.him, except we 
find it concerning the law of his God: and sucn 
was the fervour of his piety, that he chose rather to 
be cast into a den of lions than abandon his religion. 
Job was perplexed and almost overwhelmed with ac
cumulated afflictions and violent temptations; but, 
in the midst of his sharpest distresses, he possessed 
a firm dependence on his God, and showed an un
common measure of meekness and submission, 
we turn to the New Testament, we^ behold the 
Apostles of the Lord, men who spent their strength. 
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and cheerfully hazarded their lives for the name of 
Jesus: we follow them to their deaths, and see 
many sealing the faith with their blood. Do we 
trace in any of these persons a representation of our 
own character? Are we actuated by similar disposi
tions ? It otherwise, if we be in every respect totally 
opposite, how can we hope with them to inherit the 
promises? 

The Scriptures exhibit instances of those who were 
the avowed adversaries of the Lord, and lived in 
open disobedience to his government. Cain is de
scribed as the enemy of true religion, the persecutor, 
and at length the murderer, of his righteous brother. 
Pharaoh appears as a daring rebel, unhumbled under 
the most tremendous judgments, and hardening his 
heart in defiance of the God of heaven. Judas, the 
apostate disciple of our Lord, is introduced as an 

iexample of the pernicious tendency of covetousness, 
Ibetraying his Master for a sordid bribe. In Herod, 
[the bloody king, who harassed the church, we behold 
a proud and presumptuous sinner suddenly checked 
in his career, and stripped of his glory. While we 
mark their prevailing tempers, let us ask, Are we 
Rot under the influence of the same vile affections, 
or of others equally detestable ? Let us, then, not be 
satisfied with condemning them, but pass an impar
tial judgment upon ourselves; and, whereinsoever 
we have perversely violated our duty, let us with 
shame and contrition acknowledge our own baseness. 
. From these considerations we shall be led to 
inquire, 

1. What is our state? There is an immense dif
ference between the condition of a child of God, who 
is an heir of heaven, and that of an impenitent sinner, 
obnoxious to eternal wrath. We should examine, 
therefore, with w hich of these we may expect our 

portion. We are all by nature depraved and 
th°ne \° evJ'" are we renewed in righteousness, 

1 rough the efficacious, but mysterious, agency of the 
*loly Spirit? We are transgressors of the divine law, 
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and, as such, liable to suffer everlasting misery. Is 
the sentence cancelled ? Or is there any plea with 
which we can arrest the arm of justice ready to take 
vengeance ? Who shall interpose in our behalf ? 
There is One, of high dignity, who " bath made 
peace through the blood ^of his cross," obtained 
" reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in ever
lasting righteousness." Are we truly acquainted 
with his character? Or have we applied by faith 
for the blessings of his salvation ? It were absurd 
and presumptuous to conclude favourably concern
ing our own state, unless i6 we have fled for refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set before us *. But if, 
through the merits of the Saviour, we possess an 
humble confidence towards God, we should ask 
further, _ , 

2. What is the tenour of our conduct? Is it such 
as to prove indisputably the strength and excellence 
of our religious principles? We should judge ac-
cording to our Lord's rule, " By their fruits ye shall 
know them t;" and therefore it will be proper to 
inquire, What do we bring forth ? Do we produce 
the fruit of a good or of a corrupt tree ? Are we so 
impressed with the importance of eternal things as 
evidently to " seek first the kingdom of God and h s 
righteousness?" Does it appear from ouractions 
that we "set the Lord always before us, and live 
as in his presence? Do we show by an uniform 
consistent behaviour, that we are ^ devoted to. 
Him, and desirous to do Ins whole will'? Do we 

transgress by general cmtom, woryconv 

ZZS. SlcSans After ranging * proper 

* IIel>. vi. is. * pure/* 
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pure*." If any thing short of this high attainment 
satisfy our consciences, if there beany iniquity which 
we determine to hold fast, any kind or measure of 
holiness to which we do not aspire, let us not pre
sume on our professions ; our religion is vain. 

Though we are persuaded that our outward conduct 
will stand the test, we should examine, likewise, 

3. What are our motives and affections ? This is 
a necessar}' scrutiny, in order to determine the nature 
of our obedience; since no action can be good, or 
acceptable before God, which springs not from a 
right principle. " Man looketh on the outward ap
pearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart f." 
With respect, therefore, to formalists and hypocrites, 
44 that which is highly esteemed amongst men is abo-

Imination in the sight of God }." The tremendous 
declaration should put us upon searching our inward 
parts, however painful the task may be. Do we not 
there discover treachery and corruption? But let 
us inquire whether the grace of God has subdued 
the depravity of our fallen nature, and implanted 
holy dispositions. What is the end which we pro
pose to ourselves in forming our habits or regulating 
our conduct ? Under what influence do we practise 
those things which we know to be required ? With 
what views do we frequent the divine ordinances? 
Are we actuated by an unfeigned regard to God? 
Whence proceed our honesty, temperance, and fru
gality ? Are we in these respects serving God, or 
consulting our own interests and reputation ? What 
disposes us to works of benevolence ? Are we con
strained by the love of Christ, and not induced by 
pride or fashion ? The apostolical direction is, 44 Whe
ther ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God § are we living by that exalted 
maxim ? It is. allowed that eminent Christians 
experience a severe conflict from the corrupt desires 
of the flesh ; but these they are unable to resist* If 
carnal principles and tempers possess an habitual 
* Jt John iii. S, f 2 Sam, xvi. 7. J Luke xvi. 15. § 1 Cor. x. 31. 

ascendancy, 
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ascendancy, it will avail us nothing that we possess a 
fair character; our hearts are unsound, and what we 
boast of as duties are rather to be put down in the 
list of transgressions, for which we should implore 
forgiveness. May He, " who searcheth the reins," 
enable us to pass a right judgment! 

It may be useful to pursue the inquiries which 
St. Paul has suggested, and to examine, 

1. " Whether we be in the faith*" It is not enough 
that we assent to the truth of revelation in general, 
or maintain the whole system of Christian doctrines. 
If such an external profession had been sufficient, 
the Apostle's exhortation to the Corinthians would 
have been unnecessary. But, alas ! nominal believers^ 
as we perceive in numerous instances, may be desti*-
tute of the true saving knowledge ot the Redeemer; 
and therefore we should ever be reminded that 44 the 
form" without 44 the power of godliness" is unavail
ing. We must understand and feel the influence 
of our principles. It is of importance that we hold 
fast the form of sound words," and 44 contend earnestly 
for the faith :" but the Gospel requires more than 
mere speculative opinions. It commands us to pos
sess a supreme regard to the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
the Saviour of sinners, and an entire dependence 
upon him for all spiritual blessings. To be 44 in the 
faith" is to live in the habitual exercise of such a 
disposition towards Christ, expecting pardon, peace, 
holiness, and heaven, as the gift of his love, and as 
the purchase of the biood of his cross. 

This is the distinguishing temper of a Christian, 
and is of "all others most indispensably requisite. 
Without such an attachment to the Son of God, we 
must renounce our claim to the precious promises of 
the new covenant; tor they ate given on y o 
that believe. Without it our best morality is essen
tially defective ; and, however valuable 
society, it cannot be acceptable to t0 • TP P... 
foundation being wanting-, the superstructurewd 
fail. Do we, then, feel that our  warmest affections 
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are placed upon the Saviour ? and are we continually 
looking to him for renewed communications of his 
grace? Do all our hopes centre in him ; and do we 
derive from him, by fresh applications, increase of 
light, strength, and comfort? Can we adopt St Paul's 
declaration, and say, " The life which 1 now live in 
the flesh, 1 live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me * ?" 

We should search still further, and inquire, 
Whether "Jesus Christ is in us." This doubt

less implies that we possess his temper and dispo
sition ; and such will be the effect of a right know
ledge of his character, and dependence on his grace. 
Those who " behold his glory are changed into the 
same image f." They " have put on Christ};" and 
" as He is, so are they in this world §." For this 
reason, " He that saith he ahideth in him, ought 

i himself also so to walk, even as he walked \\." Let 
us seriously contemplate the perfect Pattern of all 

' righteousness, and " learn of him^." We have seen 
many bright examples among the ancient saints; but 
their glory vanishes before the superior lustre of this 
splendid Luminary, as the stars before the sun. 
Have we been so struck with the view of his excel
lence as to be filled with admiration, and transformed 
into a holy suitable resemblance ? 

He was "meek and lowly in heart;" " sought not 
h is  own glory ,"  and mainta ined an  uninter rupted 
fervour of devotion and secret communion with God. 
He was  "  not  of  the  world ,"  but  "  separa te  f rom 
sinners," and yet touched with the tenderest com
passion for the miseries of mankind; he was mer
ciful, patient, forgiving, and even prayed for his 
murderers. He yielded a perfect and cheerful obe
dience, and, through the ardour of his zeal, accounted 
it " his meat to do the will of Him that sent him, 
and to finish his work." Such was the Saviour: but 
is this the pattern which we have proposed for our own 
* Gal. ii. so. t 2Cor. iii. is, J Gal. iii. 27. -,§1 John iv. 17. 

|| J John ii. 6. $ Mdtt. xi. 29. 
imitation ? 
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imitation ? If we -have " received Christ Jesus the 
Lord," do we " walk in him * ?" Is the same " mind 
in us, which was also in Christ Jesus + i" Are we 
so conformed to him, that those who look at us may 
behold his likeness? How many, alas! are totally 
opposite ? The proud, the covetous, the lustful, the 
profane, the sensual, the contentious, and revengeful, 
will not pretend, surely, that tliey are among the 
followers of the Lamb. May they feel a deep con
viction of their guilt, and confess with godly sorrow 
that they are entire strangers to the religion of the 

But, when the Apostle says to believers, " Jesus 
Christ is in you," the words imply more than a mere 
imitation or resemblance of his character. We ™ay 
fairly infer from them that his people are joined to 
him by the agency of the Spirit, and favoured with 
his gracious residence in their hearts. JN o man, in
deed, attains a likeness of disposition tothe Saviour, 
hut " by the renewing of the Holy Ghost. Thi 
divine influence is the more to be insistedi°n, be
cause it is denied by many, who boast of the efficiency 
of their own unassisted strength. 1 he Proul* 
cates for what is improperly termed a rational &yste 
of theology sneer at the notion of a spiritual union 
with Christ, as if it existed only in the wild 'igni 
tions of enthusiasts. Let us however without 
dreading reproach, receive the doctrine; 01n 
authority of the inspired wr'ters' .an JP hJarts bv 
St. Paul, « that Christ may dweUinour heartsby 
faith J." Let us rejoice in those kind assurances ot 
our Redeemer; for they are y bi00d 

° o Z t o  b i n . ,  a n d  . 1 1 1  

sup with him, and he ^ai^delightful intercourse 
Believers, then, maintain & 

* Col. ii. 6. tPhil.ii. 5. ^ph.Ui.17. § John .i. 56. 
(1 Rev. m.2°. uh 
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with their exalted Lord. He guides and conduct! 
them in the way wherein they should go: he 
strengthens them with might for the work assigned 
them; he purifies them from their corruptions, for 
his service and glory, and comforts them by decided 
tokens and clear manifestations of his love. Is this 
what we can testify from our own knowledge? 
Have we such an evidence of true religion in our 
souls ? Our doubts and apprehensions should excite 
us to greater earnestness in making and pursuing 
these inquiries : nor should we rest till we perceive 
good reason to conclude that "Christ is lormed in 
us*." The precept, which requires us to examine 
ourselves, implies that it is possible to arrive at such 
a conclusion on satisfactory grounds. "Know ye 
not your own selves ?" said the Apostle. An ig
norance of this kind, we observe, is spoken of as 
disgraceful to Christians. What will it avail us to 
be acquainted with the whole of " Scripture Cha
racters ?" The grand inquiry now is, and will be at 
the last, What is our own ? 

Is it thought that the matter here insisted on is of 
trivial moment? It should be recollected, that, " if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
ofhisf." It is also solemnly declared that " Jesus 
Chr is t  i s  in  you,  EXCEPT Y E BE R EP R OBA TES 
The supposition is indeed alarming: yet let not the 
expression be perverted. None are rejected of God 
as " reprobates," or doomed to eternal misery by an 
absolute decree, without regard to the state and 
disposition of their hearts. We must however mam* 
tain, agreeably to this description, that those, who 
are " alienated from the life of God," cannot be 
acceptable to him: after much trial, they are dis
approved, like refuse metal, which is so full of dross 
as to be unfit for use; and therefore they are aban
doned, and finally cast away. Who shall presume 
to object to such a procedure ? Is it not consistent 
with every principle of truth and equity ? It is 

* Gal. iv. 39. f Rom. viii. 9, J 2Cor. xiii. 5. 
evident, 

CONCLUSION* 449 
evident, that, without a renovation of mind, through 
the influence of the Spirit, we must necessarily be 
excluded from the presence of God tor ever. O, let 
us pray that He would " make us meet to be par-

i takers of the inheritance of the saints in light • 
s We attempt not to deny or conceal the tremendous 

sentence that " the wrath of God cometh upon the 
children'of disobedience f." But, " knowmg^ the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men to embrace 
the offers of his mercy. We solemnly warn them 
of imDendin" destruction, and entreat them, witn 
tTi no. to trifle »».y thei, po»«t.t oppor-

tunities. Through the whole of these practical 
reflections we have endeavoured to keep in ™evJheir 
sad case of impenitent sinners, an ^ r 

attention .0 the neriou."^u^o rtese 
And, if any su. h should cant .he y„ f [he,,, 
pages, we now again,,n ^ be Summoned to 
to examine themselves betoie ^ , judgment-seat 
that strict and decisive scrutiny at the jt"Scter be 
of Christ. Then ,adTj^" decern between the 
clearly discovered : we sh ^ then also will the 
righteous and the wicked +. , ne{j beyond the 
state of every individual be de « ® > tQ flee 

possibility of a change. > A obtain " inheritance 
from the wrath to come, an , faith that is in 
among them which are sanctified by laitn 
Jesus Christ §!" readers are among 

It is presumed that many . . ^ tbe subjects 
the faithful disciples ot the Saviour' ^ promote 
here treated seem especia y rpbe wrjter will re-
their edification and ' ds tbeir spiritual ad-
joice to be instruments neculiar manner, he 
vancement; and therefore, -bjv yOU may be un-
bespeaks their atten.t10"; m;dst of a sinful genera-
noticed and scorned in the m dst 011 a in 
tion. But be encouraged to hold "The 
defiance of all difficu i because it knew not 
„o,14 kuoweth you oot bee^ ^ 
* Cot i. IS- fEph. v. 6. T Him 
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Him *" whom you serve. In this view you will not 
complain of contemptuous treatment. Consider, also, 
the examples of the most eminent saints. You are 
followers of them who are now inheriting the pro-
mises. Their holy conduct will instruct you, their 
present happiness will enliven your hopes. 

Soon shall you be admitted to a state of delightful 
intercourse with those exalted personages whose cha
racters you have been contemplating. You shall 
join with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, with Moses and 
Elijah, with Peter, John, and Paul, in admiring and 
praising the God of your salvation. You shall come 

to the general assembly and church of the first
born, which are written in heaven f," and unite with 
angels and archangels, as well as with the illustrious 
company of martyrs, prophets, and apostles, in 
ascribing " blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever J." Will not the 
prospect support and animate you, while you press 
torward with determined vigour ? Let it be your 
great concern to recommend religion, both by your 
life and death. And may God grant that he who 
writes and all who read these pages may be able to 
say with St. Paul, in the view of an approaching dis
solution, 441 have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith : Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, hut unto all them also that love 
his appearing § V9 Amen. 

* 1 John iii. i. f Heb. xii. 23. J Rev. v. 13. § 2 Tim. iv. 7, 
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THE TWO LAST VOLUMES. 

The numeral Letters refer to the Volume, the Figures to 
the Page. 

Almsgiving, duty of, III. 143, 366, 379,426. IV. 39, 197-
ANDREW became a disciple of Jesus, III. 65, and alterwai 

his stated attendant, 116. 
A N G E L S , holy, their nature, character, and situation, 

IV. 411—are God's ministers, and perform his purposes, 
412 *tudy and admire the plan of Redemption, 414— 
announced the birth of Jesus,—worshipped him, 415— 
attended him—declared his resurrection—rejoice in the 
conversion of sinners, and watch over believers, 41 wi 
accompany the Lord Jesus to the Jast judgment, 418— 
summon the dead, approve and execute the ddteren*; 
sentences, 41 y—will be for ever employe in piaisin& 
God, 420—confirmed in their holy and happy state, 
and united with redeemed saints, 421. 

Apostacy, the tremendous consequences ot, IV. 205—zm . 

B. 
Baptism, of Christ, III. 51. p , BA R N A B A S , his labours with, and separation from, St Paul, 

IV. 298—309. c 

CO R N E L I U S , a Roman centurion, IV.3/ 3^lls^eV°^" 
liberality, 375—encouraged by an angel, 377— 
to send for St. Peter, 378-received theiA poste, and 
desired his instructions, 380—was endaedw.ththe 
Holy Ghost, and baptized, 381-probably retained his 
situation in the army, 3S2. Deity 
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I 

D. 
Deity of Jesus Christ, III. 23— 26, 75, 183—187,332, 

403, 43?. IV. 9, 38, 58, 77, 144, 158, 170, 178, 253, 
254. 

DEVIL. See EVIL SPIRITS. 

E. 
EVIL SPIRITS, their existence, IV. 424—fall and exclusion 

from heaven,425—tempted our first parents,427—main
tain large influence in the earth, among the impeni
tent, 428—were permitted to possess men's bodies, 
430—opposed the Saviour, 431—resist the progress of 
the Gospel—assault believers, 432—their agency 
does not extenuate our guilt—will soon be con
founded, 434—summoned to judgment, and doomed to 
eternal punishment, 435. 

F. 
Faith, necessity and effects of, III. 89—91, 284, 286, 

385, IV. 445. 
Falls and imperfections of saints, IV. 214, 218—222, 234. 

^45—248. 
Fasting, duty of, III. 55, 150, 

H. 
HEROD AGRIPPA persecuted the church, IV. 336—killed 

James, 387—imprisoned Peter, 388—was enraged by 
that Apostle's miraculous escape, 389—flattered, as if he 
were a deity, 391—suddenly destroyed for his pride, 
392—397. 

HEROD Antipas, his rank and character, IV. 257—his 
incestuous marriage* 258—imprisoned John the Baptist, 
259—yet revered him, 260—heard him gladly, 26l— 
and made a partial reformation, 262—was restrained 
from destroying him, through fear of the people, 264—at 
length beheaded him, 265—afraid of his being raised from 
the dead—threatened Jesus, 266—examined and in
sulted him, 267—died in exile, 268. 

HOLY GHOST, his agency in regeneration, III. 83—85— 
sin against, 225—226—promise of, 346. IV. 60, 71—72. 

House and service of God, to be attended, III. 47, 105. 

J. 
JAMES became the attendant of Christ, III. 116-—present 

at 
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his transfiguration, 305—and at his agony, IV. 85— 
suffered martyrdom, 387. 

Jerusalem, destruction of, III. 362, 445.—IV. 16—25. 
Jesus Christ, importance of his character, III. 19— 

truth of his history, 21—his pre-existence, 22—Deity, 
23—25, (see Deity)—incarnation, 26—preparations 
made for his appearance, 28. 

his humiliation, 34—and glory—miraculous 
conception, 35—name appointed, 37—nativity, 38— 
circumcision and presentation, 42—visited by Magi, 44 
-preserved in Egypt, 45—his wvsdom in childhood, 
conference with the doctors, and subjection to his 

parents, obscu,lty till his thirtieth year, 
49—prepared for entering on his ministry, by his bap-
tism 51—-!>v his fasting, 34-and by the temptations of 
Satan, 57—who urged him to distrust, 58—to presump-

S 9 ~ * ! t " ' t h e  B a p t i s t ' s  m i n i s t r y ,  a n d  

rr.r,s:r 
»<* «"»• 

demnation, throug pviaracters of believers and un
tile different states and chaiacte 
believers, 88-91. Jerusalem to Galilee, passed 

retmng " rsed wlth a woman ot 
through S«mana, 93 P dlscl le8, who brought 
Sychar, 94—97—repneu ^ Samaritans, 
him food, 98—abode tw 0_2weut to Cana, and cured 
and had many converts, _ 1 0i 
a nobleman's son at Jt\* \05—109—miracu-

"Thf ,f J ciS—. no— lously escaped—dwelt 115—took a circuit 
various miracles, V ̂ [^four disciples after a mi ra-
round Galilee, and cal 
culous draught of fishes, ^ountam in Galilee, de-

preached ono rtain characters, 119—131 
daring the blessedness cepts of the moral law, 
-expounding * autions against vain glory and 
132—141—suggesting cau » ^he 
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the love of the world, 142—155—and giving; Various 
practical directions and exhortations, 156—168. 

healed a leper, 170—retired in'o the wil
derness, 172—attended by Pharisees and doctors, 173 
—cured a paralytic, 174—called Matthew, 175—visited 
him, 177—justified the free and social manners of his 
own disciples, 1/9. 

at the celebration of the passover, cured an 
impotent man, 181—called to account, declared his 
own dignity, 183—185—stated certain proofs of his di
vine mission, 186—subjoined solemn admonitions to 
his opposers, 188. 

vindicated his disciples for plucking ears 
of corn, and himself for healing a withered hand, on 
the sabbath-day, 193—195—performed various cures, 
196—spent a night in prayer, 198—chose twelve Apo
stles, lf)9—repeated certain passages of his sermon on 
the mount, 201—205. 

healed a centurion's servant, 208—raised a 
widow's son to life, 209—testified of John the Baptist, 
211—lamented over the impenitent, 213—and encou
raged the contrite, 214—dined with a Pharisee, and 
vindicated a petiitent woman weeping at his feet, 215 
—219. 

took another circuit, 221—healed a de
moniac, 222—vindicated that miracle, 223—admonished 
and reproved the Pharisees, who objected, 224—229— 
encouraged his faithful followers, 230. 

delivered the parables of the sower, 234— 
238—the tares, the growth of corn, grain of raustard-
seed, leaven in meal, treasure hid in a field, pearl of 
great price, and the net gathering different kinds of 
fishes, 239—247. 

replied to some, who professed a regard to 
him, 248—250—appeased a storm on the sea, 251— 
cured two possessed persons, 253—rejected by the 
Gadarenes, 254—restored Jairus's daughter to life, 
and healed a woman of the bloody flux, 256—gave 
sight to two blind men, and expelled a demon, 258— 
preached again at Nazareth, and various other places, 
25.9. 

sent forth his twelve Apostles, with miracu
lous powers, and gave them a solemn charge, 262—2/3. 

withdrew with his Apostles, on their re
turn. 
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turn, 274—fed five thousand by a miracle, 275—re
tired from the multitude, 277—walked on the sea, and 
stilled the tempesr, 278—taught in the synagogue at 
Capernaum, 279—cavilled at by the Jews, 280 285— 
and forsaken by many disciples, 287. 

replied to the objections of Pharisees, 29O— 
cautioned the people against them, 291—tried the faith 
of a woman of Canaan, 293—wrought many cures* 
and fed four thousand, 296—opposed by Pharisees and 
Sadducees, 297—restored sight to a blind man at 
Bethsaida, 299—declared his character, and foretold 
his passioU, to his disciples, requiring them also to 
suffer with him, 301—304. 

was transfigured, 305—308—expelled an 
evil spirit, which his Apostles could not do, 309— 
warned them of his approaching sufferings, 311-—paid 
the sacred tribute by a miracle, 312—suggested solemn 
cautions against ambition, offence?, contempt of the 
weakest believers, and severity towards an offending 
brother, 313—318. 

reproached by his kindred, 320—went to 
the feast of tabernacles—taught in the temple, 321— 
miraculously preserved from the rage of the people, 
and officers of the sanhedrim, 323—325—appealed to 
concerning an adulteress, 326—renevved his public 
instructions, and answered various cavils, 327—3-31— 
asserted his deity, and only by a miracle escaped a 
violent death, 332. 

sent out seventy disciples to preach, 335— 
337—addressed them upon their return, 338—replied 
to a captious lawyer, 340—delivered the parable of the 
good Samaritan, 341—visited Martha and Mary, 343 -
taught and encouraged his disciples to pray, 345 dined 
with a Pharisee^ and gave severe reproofs, 347—349. 

warned his disciples of hypocrisy and cow
ardice, 350—delivered the parable of the rich fool, 353 
—gave cautions against worldliness, 354 exhorted to 
prepare for his coming, 355—foretold violent persecu
tions, 356—preached the necessity of repentance, 358— 
described the barren fig-tree — healed an infirnvwoman 
on the sabbath. 359—showed that many will be shut 
out of heaven, 361—sent a message to Herod—and la
mented over Jerusalem, 362. , , . 

dined with a Pharisee on the sabbath, 354-
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—healed a dropsy, 365—inculcated humility and a re
gard to the poor, 366—deli ven d the parable of the 
great-supper, 367—warned his followers to prepare for 
suffering, 370—vindicated his attention to sinners by 
the parables of the lost sheep, the piece of silver, and 
the prodigal son, 372—377. 

delivered the parable of the unjust steward, 
378—showed the use of money, 379—reproved the 
Pharisees, 380—described the case of the rich man and 
Lazarus, 382—exhorted to beware of offences, forgive 
injuries, and maintain faith, 384—cured ten lepers, 
386—foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, 387—de
livered the parable of the importunate widow, and that 
of the Pharisee and publican, 389—392. 

at the feast of dedication, gave sight to a 
man born blind, 393—396—to whom he declared his 
true character, 397—described himself as the Doo>*, and 
the good Shepherd, 399—401—asserted his union with 
the Father, 403—and miraculously escaped being 
stoned, 405. 

answered inquiries about marriage and 
divorces, 406—showed a tender regard to little chil
dren, 410—replied to a young ruler, 411—413— 
warned his disciples of the danger of riches, 414—de
livered the parable of the labourers in the vineyard, 
416—hastened to Jerusalem to suffer, 417—inculcated 
humility, 419—cured two blind men near Jericho, 
420. 

visited Zaecbeus the publican, who became 
a true convert, 422—427—delivered the parable of the 
ten pounds, 428-—433. 

raised Lazarus from the grave, 434—439 
—was anointed with costly perfume, 440—rode in 
triumph to Jerusalem, 443—wept over the city, 445— 
purged the temple, 446. 

instructed certain Greeks, 448—warned 
the unbelieving Jews, 451—cursed a barren fig-tree, 
454—confounded those who questioned his authority, 
456—admonished them by the parable of the two sons, 
457—.and by that of the wicked husbandman, 459. 

delivered the parable of the marriage-feast, 
IV. 2—4—replied to the Pharisees and Herodians on 
the payment of tribute, 5—confounded the Sadducees, 
by proving a resurrection, 6—answered a Scribe, re

specting 
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spec ting the first and great commandment, 7^—baffled 
the Pharisees, by proposing a question about the Mes
siah, 8—warned his disciples against the Scribes and 
Pharisees, whom he reproved and condemned in the 
strongest terms, 9—13. 

commended the liberality of a poor widow, 
15^— predicted the destruction of the city and temple of 
Jerusalem, with the concomitant signs and circum
stances, 16—23—foretold his coming to judgment, and 
exhorted to watchfulness, 24—28. 

inculcated a serious preparation for his 
coming, by the parable of the ten virgins, and of the 
talents, 29—36—gave a particular description of the 
last judgment, 37—42. 

celebrated his last passover, 44—washed his 
disciples' feet, 46—instituted the eucharist, 49—de
clared the treachery of Judas, and the approaching fall 
of Peter, 52—54. 

exhorted and comforted his disciples in the 
guest-chamber, 56—62—represented himself as the 
true Vine, 63—enforced obedience and mutual love, 
65—predicted persecution, 66. 

continued his address to his Apostles, with 
a further prophecy of their sufferings, a promise of the 
Spirit, and an assurance of his own return, 69—75— 
offered up a fervent prayer for himself, his Apostles, 
and all believers, 76—82. 

retired to Gethsemane—warned his dis-
ciples, 83—suffered an extreme agony, 85—89—be
trayed by Judas, 90—forsaken by the other Apostles,91 
—examined before the high-priest, condemned and in
sulted, 92—96- „ - TV, . 1 

examined also before Pontius P.late and 
Herod, 98—100—der ided  and sentenced, 101 — 104— 
crucified, 105—110. , , A 

prayed for bis murderers, as he handed on 
the cross, 112—was reviled, U S —comforted tlie_P^" 
nitent thief, 115—complained ot desertion, 118 ex
pired, 120—was pierced, 121-taken down and bulled, 

123-125. ,u hell? 127—rose on the third day, 
128—his resurrection proved by the te^ony of Roman 
soldiers 129 of many, also, who examined Ins 
SShS: .f &«'•, iss-b, h„... 

VOI* IV. X 
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ing to Mary Magdalene, 135—to the other Mary and 
Salome—and to Peter, 136—to two disciples going to 
Emmaus, 137—and to the Apostles assembled to
gether, 13B. 

appeared at Jerusalem for the conviction of 
Thomas, 143—at the sea of Tiberias, 145—on a 
mountain in Galilee, 148—and again at Jerusalem, a 
little before the feast of Pentecost, 149—153. 

ascended into heaven, 155—159—sitteth at 
the right hand of God, as our High-Priest, Benefactor, 
and King, 160—166. 

will return in his glory, 168—judge 
the world with righteousness, 170—176—and then re
sign his mediatorial kingdom, 176—179-

JEWS, their dispersion and recovery, IV. 22. 
JOHN the BAPTIST, the harbinger of Messiah, his high 

character, III. 3—miraculous birth, and significant 
name, 4—education and early piety, 5—office, 7—doc
trine of repentance, 8—and baptism, 9—reproofs and 
admonitions—testimony concerning Christ, 9—11— 
acceptance, as a preacher, 13—sent for by Herod— 
imprisoned, 15—directed bis disciples to Jesus, l6— 
beheaded and buried, 17. 

JOHN the EVANGELIST, his parentage and occupation— 
called to the service of Christ, III. 116, IV. 242—ap
pointed an Apostle—saw the transfiguration, 243— 
forbad one casting out devils, 244—proposed to con
sume the Samaritans, 245—petitioned for the highest 
place, 246—attended his Lord at the last passover, in 
Gethsemane, 248—and by the cross, 249—the first who 
believed the resurrection, 132, 249—laboured with Pe
ter at Jerusalem, and in Samaria, 251—banished to 
Patmos—preached and died at Ephesus, 252—his Gos
pel, Epistles, and Revelation, 253—256. 

JUDAS, a consummate hypocrite, IV. 194—attached him
self to Christ for gain, 195—was appointed an Apostle 
—dishonest, 196—censured Mary for waste of ointment, 
197—warned by Jesus, 52, 199—betrayed him for 
money, 43, 90, 201—destroyed himself, 203. 

Judgment, universal proceedings of, IV. 24«—28, 29—42, 
167—176. 

L. 
Lord's Day. See Sabbath. 
Lord's Supper, III. 285, TV. 49. 

MARY, 
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M. 
MARY, the blessed Virgin, appointed to be the mother of 

Christ, III. 35—descended from David—espoused to 
Joseph—informed of her miraculous conception, IV. 
181 visited Elizabeth, 183—brought forth Jesus at 
Beth-lehem, III. 39, IV. 185—attended at the temple for 
her purification, III. 42, IV. 186—went into Egypt, 
111. 46, IV. 187—expostulated with Jesus for remain
ing at Jerusalem—-met with a rebuke from him at Cana, 
III. 46, 69, IV. 189—accompanied him in his ministry, 
IV. 190—stood by his cross, 117, 19L" 

MATTHEW, called, III. 176—entertained Christ, 177» 
Ministers, instructed from John Baptist, HI. 

from Christ, 99, 198, 246, 266—from St. Paul, IV. 

348' Nv 
NATHANAEL, brought to Christ, III. 67. 
Nature, human, depravity, of, III. 81, 85, *49*-
New Testament, excellence of, III. 1—>l»®tra^f1by 

amples, 2—truth of, 20, IV. 19-*22, 278, 29 • 
NICODEMUS consulted Christ by ™ght'IIL 

his favour before the sanhedrim, 326^assisted iu his 
burial, IV. 123. ^ 

'on....* .he 

tezrrf.'t .ify.' «°-I03R;O„"R°405-
hi, With the » > h'0-
was affectionately received y sacred mini-
ther, and probably admitted into the sacred mm 
stry, 406—409-

Parables, of two insolvent debtors, faiS, 
ing demoniac, 229—the ' h in cf mustard-
239 the growth of corn 241-the g: ^ & ̂  ̂  
seed-i,eaven in meal, «J8 t«^ -ng different 
pearl of great price, 24 ™Prriful servant, 318—the 
finds of fishes, 245-the 
good Samaritan, 341 t h t^e piece of silver, 
great supper, ?67-~lJ*e 374JI377—the unjust steward, 
373—the prodigal son, 374 3g2_the importunate 
379—the rich man and Laz^ ^ publican, 390— 
widow, 389—the " , ^qq—402—the la-
Door, and the good Shepherd, 3yy boUrers 

X <0 
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bourers in the vineyard, 416—the ten pounds, 429— 
433—the two sons, 457—the wicked husbandmen, 459 
—the marriage-feast, IV. 2—the ten virgins, 30—the 
talents, 33—37. 

Parents, to be obeyed, III. 48. 
PAUL, his extraction and education, IV. 282—a bigoted 

Pharisee, 283—persecuted the church, 284—suddenly 
stopped by an appearance of Christ, 287—submitted 

I to him—struck blind, 288—recovered his sight—bap
tized by Ananias—preached Christ, 289—what to be 
concluded from his conversion, 291—294. 

driven from Damascus, 296—and then from Jeru
salem, 297—fled to Tarsus—accompanied Barnabas to 
Antioch in Syria, and thence to Jerusalem—sent forth 
with him to preach to the Gentiles, travelled through 
Cyprus, 298—went to Perga, 299—Antioch in Pisidia, 
Iconigm, Lystra, Derbe, 300—304—returned to An
tioch in Syria, 305—attended the council at Jerusalem* 
306—reproved Peter—separated from Barnabas, 307. 

circumcised Timothy at Lystra, 311—came to 
Troas, and thence to Philippi, where Lydia and the 

were converted, 312—315—proceeded to Thes-
:a, Berea, Athens, and Corinth, 316—324— 

visited Jerusalem, and then returned, confirming the 
churches, 325. 

came to Ephesus, 318—driven away by a 
tumult of the people, 331—visited Greece, and re
tu rned  to  Troas ,  332—ra i sed  Eu tychus  to  l i f e ,  3 3 3 —  
passed on to Miletus, whither he sent for the elders 
from Ephesus, 334—and took his leave, 335—at Tyre 
and Cesarea was dissuaded from going to Jerusalem, yet 
proceeded, 336—complied with Jewish prejudices, 337 
—assaulted by a mob, and taken into custody of the 
Romans—addressed the people, 338—but was furiously 
opposed, 339—-arraigned before the sanhedrim, 340. 

made his defence, 343—encouraged by a vision, 
344—conspired against, and sent to Cesarea, 345— 
there pleaded his cause with Felix, 346—and after
wards with Festus, 349—appealed to Caesar, 350— 
preached before king Agrippa, 351—356. 

s^nt as a prisoner to Rome, experienced great 
difficulties in his voyage, 358—shipwrecked on the 
island of Melita, 361—wrought miracles there, and re
ceived kindness, 362—proceeded to Rome, 363—dwelt 

and 

I N D E X .  
\ 

and preached in bis own house under custody, 363—366 
released—travelled and laboured as before—again im

prisoned, 368—beheaded, 369—what were his trials, 
37O and the thorn in the flesh," 371. 

PETER, a fisherman, brought to Christ, III. 66, IV. 208 
—called to a stated attendance on him, III. Il6, IV. 
210—appointed an Apostle, 211—walked on the sea, 
III. 278, IV. 212—confessed Christ, III. 300, IV. 213 
—one of bis Lord's most favoured and zealous attend-
ants, III. 305, IV. 215—warned of his fall, IV. 53, 84, 
208—slept in Gethsemane, 86, 218 — defended his 
Master, hut soon forsook and denied him, 91, 92, 9a, 
220—repented, 222—had an interview with Jesus alter 
the resurrection, 146, 223. . , , 

proposed the election of a new Apostle—preached 
on the day of Pentecost, 226-healed a lame man, 227 
—and addressed the people—imprisoned, 228—plead
ed before the sanhedrim, 229—detected Ananias— 
again imprisoned, brought before tljjq sanhedrim, 230 
and scourged, 231—went to Samaria, Lydda, Joppa, 

Cesarea, 
Cornelius, 234—delivered from He.od, 23b—his 

invited N.thanael, III. 

Prtm, his character and conduct ..ward. 

Christ, IV. 98—103. l44> 146, 159, 171, 
PT9r'27PrV276, 389- The'Lord's Prayer, 147-149, 

III'. Prayer of Jesus for himself and his disciples, I\ . 
76—32. R 

Regeneration, its nature  and necessity, III. 78-85. 
Reprobates, who are such, 

S. 
Sabbath, duty of observing, IIL 192—19 • 
Sacrament. See Lord*7—65. See EVIL SPIRITS* 
SATAN tempted Christ, 11 • * —proper to in-

Self-examination, recommen 1 'characters we are to be 
quire in what descnp state 442—what our con-
classed, "^JlSShcr .. b. in the faith, 
duct and principles, *** • -g 446. 
445—and if Jesus Christ be in > SPIRIT. 
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I N D E X: 

SPIRIT. See HOLY GHOST. 
STEPHEN, chosen a deacon—his faith and zeal, IV. 27O 

—-confounded certain disputants, 271—arraigned before 
the^ sanhedrim, 272—shone with a miraculous lustre 
—entered on his defence, 273—incensed the council, 
274—saw heaven opened, 275—commended his soul to 
Jesus, 276—died, praying for his murderers—buried 
and lamented, 277. 

Suicide, the sin of, IV. 204. 

T' Temptation. See SATAN and EVIL SPIRITS* 
THOMAS, disbelieving our Lord's resurrection, was con

vinced by his appearance, IV. 144. 

V. 
VIRGIN MARY. See MARY. 

Y. 
Young Persons, exhorted to meekness and religion, III. 

47. 
Z. 

ZACCHEUS, his conversion, III. 422—427* 
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