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l i v e s  o n  f i s h .  > l a s  r a i s e d  a  b i q  f a m i l y  o n  f i s h  c a u g h t  o u t  o f  t h i s  
JL 0 . 

h o i  e .  f t  T h a t ,  a n d  t h e  c o r n  a n d  p e a s  a n d  s u c h  h e  g r e w  o n  h a l v e s ,  

c o o n s  h e  t r a p p e d  i n  t h e  m u d d y  s l e w s  a n d  h a m m o c k s  o f  S w a n o o c h e e  

C o u n t y .  U n w i n d i n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  h i s  p o l e ,  h e  l i s t e n s  f o r  s o u n d s  t h a t  

b e l o n g - ' - t h e  r i v e r ' s  r i l l i n g ,  a  c r o w ' s  s o r e - t h r o a t e d  c a w — s o r t i n g  
I ' \ '  y  }  ' '  

t h e m  f r o m  s o u n d s  t h a t  d o n ' t  b e l o n q - f r t h e  c l a n k  o f  w o o d  o n  m e t a l ,  i \ 

y-—* 
H e  g o e s  d e a d  s t i l l ,  h i s  k e e n  s h a d o w  m e r g i n g  w i t h  t h e  s h a d o w s  

w h i c h  l i k e l y  m e a n s  s o m e b o d y  i s  f i s h i n g  f r o m  a  b o a t  u p r i v e r  

n e r g i n g  w i t h  
(D f\s kc-

o f  m a p l e  s w i t c h e s  o n  t h e  s u n - s p o t t e d  w a t e r y  t a ^ f c - s w y - ^ a r r d  g a z e s  

u p r i v e r ,  h i s  c a t a r a c t e d  e y e s  p i c k S S i g  u p  t h e  b l u r  o f  b o a t  a n d  m a n  

s p i r i t i n g  f r o m  t h e  t e a - t i n t e d  s h a l l o w s  t o w a r d  t h e  s m o k y  d r o p - o f f  o f  

D u m p ' s  f i s h i n g  h o l e .  ^ 5  

CTln~~a m i n u t e ,  t h e  b o a t  w i l l  p a s s ,  a n d  i n  a n o t h e r  m i n u t e  D u m p  
Vve^x. y-

w i l l  b a i t  u p  w i t h  t h a t  w o r m  h e  c a n ' t  y e t  s e e  o n  t h a t  ^ y a iwa.cka-r red-

s t e m m e d  m a p l e  b r a n c h .  I n  s p r i n g ,  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b r i n g  b a i t .  A  
-  f .  4  

s m a r t  f i s h e r m a n  c a n  f i n d  b a i t 9  a  s m a r t  f i s h e r m a n  c a n  w h i t t l e  c o r k . ,  
4r~ —— —. — -*vr,. \ 

f r o m  t h e  d r  i  f t  w o o d  1  w a'»hFeictrn,ag^i^UrCTd^''l*i!i|luiig' •1 "ITI 'pgcMC-.y Helps when 
\  r c  ^  

you jas^se old and poor and on your own. 
• n f t  K t -

T h e  b o a t  t r o l l s / i n t o  D u m p ' s  f i s h i n q  s p a c e ,  n o t  t w o  f e e t  f r o m  
A " ? •  

h i m /  b u t  b l o c k e d  f r o m  v i e w  b y  t h e  w a l l - l i k e  t u p e l o .  M e t a l  s i d e s  
v-oat-z^ 

s c r  u b t a i f r a w g -  a g a i n s t  t h e  c u r b  o f  c y p r e s s  k  r i e M B f f i  i r  ^ c a r i n g  o f f  t h e  
'  / '  

f i s h .  W h i l e  t h e  m a n  f i s h e s ,  D u m p  l i s t e n s .  F ' h o o f  !  ' " ' T a b  o n  a  c a n  o f  

c o l a  o r  b e e r .  S o u n d s  o f  s w i q q i n q .  A  p l a s t i c  t a c k l e  b o x  s n a p s  o p e n  
7 k  

a n d  c l a c k s  s h u t ,  ^ ^ u r s i n g - — t h e  b i t e  o f  a  h o o k  m a y b e ^  A — r e d - a n d  

w h i t e  c o l a  c a n  t u m b l e s  d o w n s t r e a m ,  t h e s t e r j — t + f e  b o a t  s c r u b s  

a l o n g  t h e  c y p r e s s  k n e e  b o u n d  a r  ^ n 9  t h e  t r e e  t r u n k ,  D u m p  

s i d l e s  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k  o f  s n a k y  r o o t s ,  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  t r i p ,  
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c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  p r y  h i s  s h a d o w  f r o m  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  t h e  t u p e l o  n o w  

f a l l i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  b o w  o f  t h e  b o a t .  
I  T h e  m a n ' s  f i s h i n g  l i n e  s i n g s ,  s n a p s — , l s b n c r f ' a b  i  t  c  W  !  "  p a  * ** * * * 

D u m p  d r a w s  b a c k  a s  i f  , f t ^ E ^ £ E t t 3 e ± n  s t u n g  b y  a  y e l l o w  j a c k e t -  H e  
^ ^ 0*4, Pewclcsf. 

k n o w s  t h a t  v o i c e — t h a t  h a r p y ,  q r u f f  b o o m — a  v o i c e  h e  h a t e s -  / / F e a r s  
±i VXN ~ c; A T/v^- >" -W ' c.A t h a t ^  v o i c e  i s  a l l  i n  h i s  h e a c j ^  1  h e  h e a r s  i t  s o  

o f t e n  * d ,  w a k i n g  a n d  s l e e p i n g ,  h e  m i g h t /  b e \  o n l y / c o n j u r  i n g  

i t  f r o m  n o t h i n g  n o w ^ \ h e  m i g h t  b e  l o s i n g  h i s  m i n d .  

" W h e n  y o u  g e t  d o n e  t u r n i n g  u n d e r  t h a t  b a c k  f i e l d s  g o  o n  o v e r  

t o  t h e  o l d  W a t s o n  p l a c e  a n d  f e r t i l i z e  t h a t  c o r n -  R a i n ' s  o n  i t s  

w a y  -  "  

B u t  i t ' s  s u n d o w n  n o w ,  D u m p  w o u l d  s a y  t o  h i m s e l f ,  t i p p i n g  t h e  

s w e a t - s o p p e d  b r i m  o f  h i s  h a t  a n d  p e e r i n g  w e s t / s o u t h w e s t  t o w a r d  t h e  y ^ * * —- -
G u l  f f p  P B ' b t i ' i '  ' * , ! a w W u d h c » l ' U .  N o  c l o u d s  s c r o l l i n g  u p ,  . j u s t  a  b u t c h e r e d  

s u n  l e a k i n g  b l o o d  o n t o  t h e  p i n e l i n e  ( h e  n e v e r  s a i d  t h a t  t o  R e n d e r ,  

n e v e r  t a l k e d  b a c k  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  m e n  h e  f a r m e d  f o r ) .  B u t  o f  c o u r s e  

s u n d o w n  w a s  t h e  w h o l e  p o i n t :  k e e p  i n g _ J D u m p  o n  a  j o b  t h a t  w o u l d  
/ c a r r y  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  n i g h t  a n d  s t a l l  h i m  f r o m  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e , — —  h o m e  

b e i n g  a  s m a l l  g r e e n ,  d o g t r o t  h o u s e  t h a t  D u m p  c o u l d  c a l l  h i s  o w n  
— »v (VS I Or-*.' S 

i ' -bs O'"" 
o n l y  a s  l o n g  a s  h e  s h a r e c r o p p e d  f o r  P e n d e r - F ' e n d e r  c o u l d  d o  

' ' ' ' ' 

w h a t  h e  h a d  i n  m i n d  t o  d o  w i t h  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  s h a r e d  p r o p e r t y /  ( H E g s r m p  
yA' 

frrrnjn'iTT'Tltit'*' i r1TT^'i?ff hiiiwiiliT. 

D u m p  w a i t s  n o w  t i l l  h e  h e a r s  t h e  b o a t  r i s p i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  

c u r r e n t ,  t h e n  p e e p s  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o l e  o f  t h e  t u p e l o  a t  B o s s  P e n d e r ' s  

p a d d e d  b a c k  a n d  s i l v e r  h e a d  g l i d i n g  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  b r o o m e d  

w i l l o w  s h a d o w s  d o w n r i v e r .  T h o u g h  D u m p  b e l i e v e s  h e ' l l  h a v e  t o  w a i t  

a n o t h e r  h o u r  o r  s o  b e f o r e  h i s  f i s h  w i l l  c o m e  b a c k ,  h e  t i p s  t o  t h e  

m a p l e  t r e e ,  l e f t  o f  t h e  t u p e l o ,  a n d  p l u c k s  a  c o u p l e  o f  w o r m s ^  
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D e p o s i t s  t h e m  i n  t h e  P r i n c e  A l b e r t  c a n  i n  h i s  s h i r t  p o c k e t -  T h e n  
4(vC, IsJAsUlSg? 

h e  p e r c h e s  o n  ^  b e n c h  o f  t r e e  r o o t s ^ / p bovo^-t^h-e^iaul-dron^of<~~f-ish 

s-M-m©rrS t e^p^g^i^vt c^the^r o k y wiamp.. 
o  *  ^  

Sunday/^ .Worst day of the week for running into ^fie^3?ows 

f i s h i n g  t h e  A l a p a h a .  S e e m s  l i k e  D u m p  s p e n d s  t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  
h ̂  1 

d a y s  d o d g i n g  t h e m .  T h e y  d o n ' t  g o  t o  c h u r c h .  /  D u m p  d o e s n ' t  b l a m e  
- •? 

t h e m .  C h u r c h  i s  h e r e .  G o d  i s  h e r e /  , 0 n  t h i s  s u n n y  m o r n i n g .  A  
\ F 

b r e e z e  r u f f l e s  t h e  t r e e  t o p s ,  t h e n  w r i n k l e s  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  

w a t e r  1  i k e  s i l k .  

S u d d e n l y  D u m p  h e a r s  t h e  b o a t  c o m e  b a n g i n g  b a c k - ^ o a r  o n  m e t a l ,  

oar on metal—and then it shows in the sun-blared strip of black 
^ -  ( r >  ,  

w a t e r  o f f  t h e  f a r  b a n k .  T o o  l a t e  t o  g e t  u p  a n d  h i d e ^ - 4 o  

R i d i n g  h i g h  a n d  h e a v y  o n  t h e  j a c k e d — u p  s e a t ,  P e n d e r  c l a n k s  h i s  

p a d d l e  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  b o a t ,  g r u n t s  h i m s e l f  f o r w a r d ,  a n d  f e e d s  

u p  a  r o p e  t i e d  t o  t h e  b o w  f r o m  t h e  m a n g l e  o f  t a c k l e  b o x e s > a s d  r o d s  

a n d  a ^ s r t c w ~ y £ s 4 ' e e r r c h e s t ^ a r T d s w h a t  o a k s - » l - i - k « - i * a  b r o w n  p a p e r  s a c  k /  e r f  

Dump is so still, he's barely breathincf? he can 

f e e l  t h e  p a i n  f e s t e r i n g  i n  h i s  j o i n t s . y  . / H i s  m i n d  n e v e r  s t r a y s ^ - f N a r ' " " ' " '  

f - i > t i i l - I I . I ' D  b o d y "  S h o u l d e r s  t u c k e d ,  k n e e s  c r o s s e d ,  s h r u n k e n ,  h e  

w a t c h e s  h i s  s h a d o w  o n  t h e  b u r n i s h e d  b o w e r  o f  r o o t s ,  b a r e l y  t h i c k e r  

t h a n  t h e  c a n e  p o l e  i n  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d .  

P e n d e r  s w i v e l s  l e f t  i n  t h e  e l e v a t e d  s e a t  a n d  w r a p s  t h e  r o p e  

a r o u n d  a  c y p r e s s  k n e e ,  s w i v e l s  r i g h t  a n d  p i c k s  u p  a  r o d ,  r e a r s  a n d  

c a s t s ^  a n f i l  a  g l i t t e r y  r e d  a n d  b l u e  s p l i t - t a i l  p l a s t i c  w o r m  p i  o o p s  
— a, I ^I $ f 

i n t o  t h e  w a t e r / a t  Dump ' s  f e e t .  B o s s  P e n d e r  i s  s q u i n t i n g  i n t o  t h e  
A  i  • £ / "  

s u n  n o w ,  f a c e  r e d  a s  a  r i p e  t u p e l o  b e r r y . ,  ̂ S i l v e r  h a i r  s h i n i n g  l i k e  

s u n  o n  f r o s t .  
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Dump has .just about decided that Boss can't see him because of 

the sun in his eyes, or maybe because Dump, bunM'i'vsrtvcd • Uiw —loint "trf 
x- t o f / l  

the~-root-s^lrrs—brogart-s^-rub-,ever-ydayy^b 1 ends/into the background. 

Pender reels in and casts again, this time downstream of the 
A-vs /C-

tupelo, ̂ veri shades his eyes with his hand, gazing right at Dump? 

"Hey," he hollers, "you wouldn't happen to know a man goes by 

the name of Dump Sanders, would you?" 
/ 

Dump clears his throat, spits--he's been dying to spit for God 

knows how lonqJ- "Can't say as I do," he calls back. 
" irY\ 

"Well," says Pender, shifting and bracing one hand on his 

bloated waist, "I'm from the IRS. Been looking for a feller owes 

us some money." His great haunches spread on the boat seat, his 

gut settles on his lap. 

Dump tee-hees into his hand. 

Boss laughs. "How you, Dump?" 

"Ain't no qood," says Dump and wipes his mouth with the back 
T 

of his hardened hand, then crosses his wrists on his crossed 

thighs. The—way a woman—wourld-sit. 

"Come by here a second ago, didn't see you," says Pender. No 
wly.'V <"-VtY u ,. | <r 

mention of fishing in Dump's hole. 
fv 

"I been right here," says Dump. 
i /W/f t/t S 

The tip of Pender's rod d ips, / bendsy creaks, he/reel© in, 
/ t jy A As 

watchinq the water dash and fish lunge and 
< I 

wallow-; then sul 1 on its side for Pender to w^nch it tso the boat. 

"Old mud fish," says Pender. "You want him?" 

"Can't say as I do," says Dump. When his wife was living she 

would make mud/-fish balls—Dump loved them--fried brown. 
vL? 1 • 

Daugharty 5 



P e n d e r  l i f t s  t h e  f i s h  b y  i t s  b o t t o m  l i p ,  y a n k s  t h e  h o o k  f r e e ,  

a n d  d r o p s  t h e  f i s h  f l a p p i n g  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  b o a t .  P o l e s  a n d  

c a n s  r i n g i n g  a n d  k n o c k i n g .  " O l d  m a m m y  f i s h  l i k e  t h a t ' l l  e a t  u p  a l l  

your bassA" Uc . 
A,I £ /  I All *  !•( C  A t/CV-* II t boH ' f ic ;-. <<,f A 

h i s  t a c k l e  b o x ^  f i n d s  h i s  p o c k e t - k n i f e ,  

t h u m b n a i l s  a  b l a d e  t o  o p e n  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  g e t s  a  g o o d  g r i p  o n  t h e  

h a n d l e  i n  h i s  r i g h t  f i s t .  T h e n  h e  r a m s  t h e  b l a d e  i n t o  t h e  

f l o u n c i n g  f i s h ,  r i n s e s  t h e  k n i f e  i n  t h e  w a t e r ^  a n d  p u t s  i t  b a c k  i n  
l-l a 

h i s  t a c k l e  b o x .  . W e  p i c k s  u p  c h i s  r o d ^ a w  c h e c k s  h i s  g l i t t e r y  

s p l a s t i c  w o r m ^ a n d  c a s t s  i t  u p r i v e r /  D u m p ' s  s i d e .  T h e  l i n e  
I -rtvfc Kc^SrC, i-s / h fey 

s w i n q s  d o w n  - t  o  D u m p ' s  h o l e  a s  i  f  f a  m a q n e t  i ' S w d r - a w A - n - q — t k e - h - e o k  < ?  
/ v  *  "  

"Been catching much this spring?" asks Pender. 

"None to speak of." 

P e n d e r ' s  r o d  b e n d s ,  g o e s  s t r a i g h t .  S i l e n c e .  T h e n ,  " S e a r s  i s  

g o t  a  1 ? 1  o l e  t r o l l i n g  m o t o r  I  b e e n  l o o k i n g  a t .  I  a i n ' t  m u c h  f o r  

a l l  t h i s  p a d d l  i n q  a n d  i t  q e t t i n q  h o t . "  H e  s q u i n t s  u p  a t  t h e  s u n  
a * , - C  

at Dump posing in the shade fcctee-he's been planted 

t h e r e .  

"Course my knees in the shape they in," says Pender, "won't be 

many more trips for me. That old gout! Can't hardly put in and 

t a k e  o u t  n o  m o r e . "  
) 

H e  r e e l s  i n ,  c h a n g e s  l u r e s ^  t h i s  t i m e  a  y e l l o w  p l a s t i c  w o r m  
. 1  

w i t h  a  g r e e n  h e a d  a n d  b e a d  e y e s / , ' " , a r i d  s w i n g s  i t  o u t ,  w a t c h i n g  w a t e r  

r i n q s  f o r n u  .  H e  h a s  c a s t  m i d j - r i v e r ,  h a l f w a y  
O ^ (  I  Icava<; b;v^<L_ 

b e t w e e n  h i m  a n d  D u m p .  " T h a t  o u g h t a  d o  i t , "  h e  s a y s ,  a n d  ^ e a r s  t i l l  

t h e  b o a t  s e a t  g r o a n s .  " I  h a d  t o  p u t  i n  u p  t h e r e  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  t h i s  

t i m e .  M y  l a n d i n g  w a s h e d  o u t  l a s t  w i n t e r  w h e n  t h e  r i v e r  c o m e  u p . "  
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~rZ 5 
Dump knows/ and^/suspects Pender knows he know/^that Pender no 

longer owns a boat landing, no longer owns even the land the 

landing was on. 
^V-Y. At • +4e- waits,  reels in a bit .  "Looks l ike this old river's 

qetting wider,  don't it?" He rests one hand on his tree-trunk 

thigh, staring up and down the c r«eek^ w ftMrh river.  

"Yessir,  i t  do." Dump has been watching the river widen for 

many years—current skivinq away the sandy banks and 
N 

lashinq at the t iers of trees t i l l  the treeline that used to stand 

mid/bank has stepped up to the edge to meet i ts  doom, naked roots 

anchoring to the riverbottom. He's been watching the river change, 

.just as he's been watching Boss Pender change, from rich man to 

poor man. All  that farm and timber^ land the seventies,  

dwindling to nothing. Over - /taxed, undervalued, lost,  j Not that 

Dump could gloat over Pender and the others losing their inherited 

farms; without therny^their land, Dump was out of work, out of 

house,  out of money——not pride,  since he couldn't lose what he 

never had. But Los-ihad almost been worth «i 

Pender lose it  all .  Watching Pender grow fat and feeble 
Apfcv ^ cay'S j7 . O C> ̂  $"0 

and foolish^ "bessm- lean and mean and proud. 

"Hate l ike the devil .  Dump, to have to leave you with next to 
. ... JL , . 

nothinq.yyiqht~'here at the end of the year and Christmas coming, y- _ 
You with Hhat big drove of youru^uns to buy Santy L'laus for .  But 

you know how it  is---I got that ferti l izer bil l  to pay. Seed bil l . .  
7-

and what-have-vou. Looks l ike farming's going to nothing. Maybe. 

next veaW.^. " 
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<U^> «s GXULLMf . -
ender 's  rod t ,  h is l in^ s i r igs, /arrd he/reels '  wi tn-- the /  J 

le i isure of  a sat is f ied fat  man. A ten-* l  

s i lyer  beneath the umber sur face,  s t reaks le f t  then r ight ,  f l ips 

n—the /  y  

£fc»/e^ pound bass shines 

f rom\the churning water  wi th i ts  s leek body arched,  then bel ly— 
-f"P ^-vv d 

f lops\ t#t  the r iver  bot tom. The l ine whips/  • .KtanJci1 lu i  L ||^.L> 
\  i  P^^sLci-

•f-Q, ^The boat rocks, balanc^ itself like scales, grins, 
K \ x  

1aughs, \  whoops,  holds t te  l ine t ight  and h. f tah.  and t rawls the b ig 

f ish in" I  got you,  boy!"  he says 
o«Ar\ v c.Are-t«uy 

l i f ts ; the f ish wi th i ts  notched ta i l  fur l ing.  He lowers f  
T  

ic-k-l-e—teFe-w-es-y—•r-a't-t-l-e—o i the boat ,  

Both h^ands spread on h is  knees now, Pender presents h is  

g leefu l  face \ to Dump. "Man,  I 'm burning up,"  he says.  The f ish 

wr i thes and drums on the boat  bot tom, sounds v ibrat ing across the 

/2^V b-et+Fer^h r iver. 

^  _ "Reckon I ' l l / r  
• A 
I  M 

&&• and rsachi 

on in , "  says Pender^ swivels"  h is  seat  
)AC i 

ye lps,  
J < r K s  

)  ̂ 5 jA , (V«.v 
e rope wourTd av uund the cypress k neeT /  /He .  '  

cA v A ' v"( J j 
V 5  

hand wi th h is  le f t .  The boat  p i tch 
% 

spraddle^his legs,  t r^4^g^tip steady i t .  Too late. One more pitch x^/ 

of  the stern and wa^ i r v b o  t h e  b o a t ^  r e c r w — k O W - ^ - ' r ^ d  1  

Dump ̂ iBjfijTi I  wat  c hes Pender t  i l t  /"s idelong,  hol ler ing 

"Snake!  1 1  in  that  voice that  counts in  Swanoochee County,  then 
hK* _ 

gurgl ing as he goes under,  ^^ ' i lver^ \i  h« b 1 u l  kT^l  r -^a l - r r r  

^hai r  s t reaming over h is  red open face,  he bobs among the 

scat ter  of  tackle boxes and ice chest ,  rods and empty cola cans,  
5 / n /<> wr >T<CUaS* - Y 

®wn{/paper sacl t f  ce l lophane-wrapped jgoo^pies and sal t ine 

cracker^)  t-4-Rfroyd^&gHc^l i - -n es-~a-R-d p o The b loody carcass of  
I  
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t h e  m u d  f i s h  w h i t e  b e l l y  u p  y h T n a r  b  1  i n g  l a  r  o w n -^at o'fr-t 

i a r t S T r o m  t h e  f r e e d  b a s s  p o i n t  t o w a r d  D u m p ' s  h o l e -

D u m p ,  o n  his feet now^'stiff and silent, watches as Pender dog 

p a d d l e s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  b a n k ,  d o w n r i v e r  f r o m  t h e  s n a k e - w r a p p e d  c y p r e s s  

k n e e ,  a n d  d r a g s  t e g "  a n d  o n t o  a  t o p p l e d  c y p r e s s ,  p a n t i n g  a n d  

g a s p i n g -  H e  j u s t  h a n g s  t h e r e  o v e r  t h e  w a t e r - p o l i s h e d  c y p r e s s  

i  " i  1 1  g  U . i j i i i i l  n  m i " ii^nii"h "ri, In ' H ^ y ^ h a l  f  —  i n r  h a l  f  —  o u t  o f  t h e  

a s  w a t e r -  " O l d  m o c c a s i n  g o t  m e , "  h e  y e l l s ,  

i f  i n  e x plan a t  i o n / ^ T o r  l o o k i n g  t h e  f o o l -  " W h a t  y o u  d o  \ b o u t  t h a t  • / "  p 
H e  i s  e y e b a l l i n g  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  l i k e ^ a  f a s c i n a t i n g  r o c k .  

" T h e y  s a y  i f  y o u  g o t  e r y  k n i f e , "  y e l l s  D u m p ,  " c u t  i t  a n d  s u c k  

t h e  p y s i n . "  

S t i l l  c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  c y p r e s s  w i t h  o n e  a r m ,  P e n d e r  d i g s  i n t o  
£/i?a 

h i s  r i q h t  p o c k e t ,  t h e n  q a z e s  d o w n s t r e a m  a t  h i s  t a c k l e  b o x  g ^ a i j j a g  /  
h**f-

a  s a n d  b a r .  

" Y o u  g o t  y o u r  k n i f e  o n  y o u ? "  h e  c a l l s .  

" Y e s s i r , "  s a y s  D u m p ,  a n d  f i s h e s  h i s  . j a c k k n i f e  f r o m  h i s  p a n t s  

p o c k e t .  " G o t  o n e  r i g h t  h e r e  I ' l l  l o a n  y o u . "  

" H o w  b o u t  b r i n g i n g  i t  o n  o v e r  h e r e . "  
I  

" C a n ' t  s w i m  a  l i c k , "  s a y s  D u m p .  H e  c a n — o r  u s e d  t o  c o u l d — b u t  
M A-\ 

h e ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t o .  

" D o n ' t  k n o w  i f  I  c a n  m a k e  i t  o v e r  t h e r e , "  s a y s  P e n d e r ,  

wre n c h i n q  r o u n d  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  f a r  b a n k .  " I ' m  . j u s t  a b o u t  w h i p p e d .  

D u m p ' s  h e a r t  s t a r t s  p u m p i n g  h a r d ,  a s  i f  t h e  s n a k e  v e n o m  i s  

p u m p i n q  f r o m  P e n d e r ' s  b l o o d y  s t r e a m  t o  h i s .  " W a n t  m e  t o  r u n  u p  t u  

t h e  c o m m i s s a r y  f o r  h e l p ? "  
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"I reckon," says Pendei^. «ea± rest&vhis head on t 

t r unk. 

"Hate to leave you like that." 

"I hate for you to," says Pender^ and checks his hand 

;he cypress 

L 

and stiff as a tarry work glove. 

"It's a good piece there and back," Dump calls, as if to keep 

talking is the best medicine. "You gone be awright? 

"I don't know," says Pender 
) 

ftlH I 
5 his head the 1 og<<; 

"I'll be on back," says Dump and starts his slow progress up 
bA ftc-

the bank, looking around now and then^at Boss Pende^^p&tl half-

"Man that old and fat ain't got no business,.^.j, " Dump says to 

himself^ ,Mal f way up the b anj^ 

"Hey, Dump," yells Pender, "I don't think you oughta go yet." 

"How come's that?" Dump yells back. 

"I don't want to diej.(.\.\pe/.j.y\^>y myself." 

"What you say?" 

No answer. 

fnUijat -we* 

"You ok?" Dump is scooting dowrjbank again. He'll .just have 

to try swimming, try to help. 

"I ain't ok," says ss. "Ain't ok atall. Think it's my 

heart." 
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Dump's foot slips from the rooty ledge^and he slides on his 

belly to the platform below. He grunts. On his knees, he crawls 

around till he can spot the bloated body through the warp of heat, 

"I done fell over here," he calls, "broke something. 

No answer, no movement from the log, .just water 1 ighfcs 

spiral inq up the trees on the west banl-^ 

"You ain't pulling my leg, are you?J 

CT Dump, who never saw the snake, can imagine Boss Pender and his 

fox-hunting buddies at the commissary teasing him later about 

rushing around trying to get help for Pender, who most likely is 

playing a prank on hin^URGU ul liku uHh.m' thn hnnlO— 

^They do it all the time. Once, Dump's coon dog leaped off the 

tailgate of his pickup and hung himself by his leash, and Dump 

didn't find the dog, dragging behind the truck like a butchered 

hoq, till he coasted in at the commissary for gas and saw them all 

on the porch laughing. ̂  And then "^jjfrsBecsMse* there was that other 

time: all of them gathered to .josh and lie and laugh about Pender 

sending Dump out to work at night so fasra/Pender/^oul d be with -WPSr 

/Dump's/ oldest daughter, who by rights should have been ruined/" 

but instead went on to col 1ege/-paid her own way!--and became a 

school teacher. A good daughter. Dump can depend on her to bring 

him home-cooked food and take him to the doctcrj—been twice in his 

iife—jwho even gives him Father's Day cards which he doesn't 

deserve because he never said, "Stop WWB, Pender; don't you mess 

w i t h  m y  d a u g h t e r  n o  m o r e T  t " dui i' I- need your- work 
—J— 

-ies.•" He never said that^>fot even to his wife, who 
y 

l i k e w i s e  w e n t  a l o n g  t o  t h e  f i e l d s  a t  n i g h t /  t o  o p e n  t h e  f e r t i l i z e r  
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s a c k s  a n d  d u m p  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  f e r t T l  i c e  h o p p e r .  B o t h  o f  t h e m  

k n o w i n g ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e m  s a y i n g ,  . j u s t  e y e i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r  f r o m  

w h e r e  s h e  s t o o d  b y  t h e  t r u c k  l o a d  o f  f i f t y — p o u n d  s a c k s  w i t h  D u m p  o n  

t h e  t r a c t o r ,  t h e  c h u t - c h u t - c h u t  o f  t h e  e n g i n e  s c u t t l i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  

e m e r a l d  r o w s  o f  m a r c h i n g  c o r n  a n d  r i s i n g  i n  m a r l  a n d  p o t a s h  d u s t  t o  

t h e  s t a r - p r i c k e d  s k ^ )  D u m p ' s  h a n d j o n  t h e  s w i t c h  k e y ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  

c u t  t h e  s o u n d  s o  h i s  w i f e  c o u l d  h e a r  c l e a r  w h a t  h e  h a d  t o  s a y ,  t h a t  

s h e ' d  b e s t  b e  q e t t i n q  o n  t o  t h e  h o u s e — — " S t a y  t h e r e  w h e r e  y o u  

b e l o n g ,  W o m a n ,  a n d  s e e  t o  t h e  y o u n g u n s . "  B u t  h e / n e v e r  s a i d  t h a t ^  

e i t h e r .  f  \  »  - l i r  

" Y o u  b e t t e r  s a y  s o m e t h  i n g ,  "  c a j T l  s  t o  P e n d e r ^  " I ' m  g o n e  i f  

you don't." 
_... .• __ 

T h e  s l o w  w a t e r  r  i  1 1  s g j  ' B'U 1 nar̂  ̂  h a w k  l i f t s  o v e r  

t h e  r i v e r ,  c r y i n g .  
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