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keep original idea of moving to cornerville so child can still ^yu, 

-huspand has to drive to valdosta 

worka a cpa—Jamm^ has toljd t to tell 

about the other contests, not to give away her tr^atfe secrets 

daughter, d i^moh cf c 1 us^er notfes from datel inesx^artners, mother 

Aits, /tap shoes, french twists, 

olines, glamour, hair pinned back, 

ft fed jeyes rotating with heat, slow slow 

check spelling of chanell y s name ̂  >̂ t̂C (qlA jjLfiyuc. <es 
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1 Little Biq Girls 

It's a real come-down, if you ask Cammie Lawson, to have to move, 

to this hick town and enroll her daughter Tammie in this hick school, 

.just so she can compete in another Little Miss contest. No talent, nc 
p' c£rul^<Ze^s 

swimsuit- or personality competition, .just evening wear in the one 

coming up tonight. But that's the way of its 1996's Little Miss 

Valdosta, and 1995's Little Miss Sweet Potato Princess, is now too 

old—old! at seven!—to compete on the Little Miss circuit. E<y moving^ 

to Cornervi11e ywhere the school board will permit Tammie to be held 
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b a c k  i n  f i r s t  g r a d e — e m o t i o n a l  i m m a t u r i t y ,  C a m m i e  c l a i m s — C a m m i e  i s  

d e l a y i n g  T a m m i e  h a v i n g  t o  c o m p e t e  i n  t h e  J u n i o r  M i s s  c a t e g o r y  a ' ,  i  u  1 1 .  b H  

dUei1—you—arLe_^__the better you do. 

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  s a m e  i s  t r u e  f o r  T T H ^ L - i t t  1  e  M i s s  c a t e g o r y ;  C a m m i e  

f i g u r e d  t h a t  o u t  f r o m  w a t c h i n g  T a m m i e  p r o g v ^ ^ S x ^ y ^ a ^ ^ a T f t e r  y e a r  f r o m  

^ ^ ^ ^ C L i ^ ^ ^ ^ s c t p h i s t  i c a t e d .  N o t  t h a t  t h e  S w a n o o c h e e  C o u n t y  L i t t l e  

M i s s  c o n t e s t  c a l l s  f o r  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  Q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  

C a m m i e ' s  e y e s  l i g h t  o n  T a m m i e ' s  f a i r  d o l l  f a c e  i n  t h e  b e a u t y  

s h o p  m i r r o r ,  t h o s e  w h i t e - l a s h e d  b l u e  e y e s ,  w i t h o u t  m a s c a r a .  S h e  i s  
6 ?  t o n g u i n g  a  l o o s e  f r o n t  t o o t h ,  a n d  C a m m i e  w a g s  h e r  h e a d  f o r  h e r  t o  

s t o p ,  ( s m e l l s ,  e t c )  
( l/l 

C h a n e l  1 ,  t h e  b e a u t i c i a n  i n  C o r n e r v i l l e ,  ^ p ' a a r t : ,  b u s t y  a n d  l o u d  

i n  f a d e d  b l u e  J e a n s  a n d  a  w h i t e  s w e a t s h i r t ,  i n  p e r f e c t  c o n t r a s t  t o  

, , / n J v t t / ) J v t / b  t t y x ,  

b o n y ,  b l o n d e  C a m m i e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  Unf/t f  t h e  w a l l  m i r r o r .  C h a n n e l — a r s  

Vi'i nrl ng—T a m m i e  L s — h a i r—©n—pink—y=-ol lore. " S u g a r ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h o  t h a t  
n  

t  o o t h y  b  b o t h e r i n g  m o r e ,  s a y s  t o  omal^- oswtf) per son Th the mirror, 

k " y o u  o r  y o u r  m a m a .  "  S h e  a l w a y s  t a l k s  t o  h e r  c u s t o m e r s ' ' i m a g e s  i n  t h e  

m i r r o r ,  a n d  n o w  s h e  i s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  m o t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a u g h t e r ,  a s  

i f  s h e  c a n  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  s u c h  j a b s  i f  s h e  d o e s n ' t  l o o k  y o u  s t r a i g h t  

i n  t h e  e y e .  

C a m m i e  l a u g h s  a n d  s i t s  o n  a  w o o d e n  s t o o l  b e f o r e  t h e  

w i n d o w J ^ S h e  i s  u s e d  t o  c o m m e n t s  l i k e  t h a t :  f r o m  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  W e n d - a l l ,  

a  C P A ,  w h o  n e v e r  s t o p s  b e l l y a c h i n g  a b o u t  h a v i n g  i h D  m o v ^ J f r o m  V a l d o s t a  

t o  C o r n e r v i l l e  a n d  n o w  h a v i n g  t o  d r i v e  o n e  h o u r  r o u n d  t r i p  e a c h  d a y  

t o  a n d  f r o m  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  V a l d o s t a ?  f r o m  h e r  m o t h e r ,  i n  B i r m i n g h a m ,  

A l a b a m a ,  w h o  a c c u s e s  C a m m i e  o f  t r y i n g  t o  r e l i v e  h e r  l i f e  t h r o u g h  

T a m m i e ?  a n d  f r o m  h e r  d a d d y ,  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h o  i s n ' t  m a k i n g  l i k e  a  



p s y c h o i o q i s t  ,  b u t  w h o  b l e w  u p  w h e n  T a m m i e  w o r e  d i a m o n d  c l u s t e r  

e a r r i n g s  a n d  a  

C a m m i e  s t a r e s  o u t  a t  t h e  

^ t ^ i n  B i r m i n g h a m ' s  L i t t l e  M i s s ^ p a g e ^  

m o s s  v  o  n  t  v ~  "  
^ . G0V£jî , 

p e  o f  '  

O ^ o u b  1  e s o m e  C r e e k -  S u n n y  b u t  c o l d ,  t h e  c o l d e s t  M a r c h  e v e n i n g  i n  S o u t h  

G e o r q i a  i n  h e r  r e c o 1 1 e c t i o n ^  a n d  w h e n  i t  i s  c o l d ,  T a m m i e  t e n d s  t o  

s t i f f e n  h e r  n e c k  a n d  g r i t  h e r  t e e t h ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  j u s t  c a u s e  t h e  l o o s e  

t o o t h  t o  l e t  g o  t o n i g h t .  

U s u a l l y ,  b e f o r e  a  c o n t e s t ,  s o m e t h i n q  l i k e  W r a t  w o u l d  m a k e  L ^ m m i e  
(jjiM*;. , . .  

f e v e r i s h ,  J b u £ _ n o t  g t f r  i s  c o n t e s t ,  n o t  w i t j ^  t h e s e  LU LU/'iT .L u u — 4-S-

Jr\ y «=»= c: pc ^1 , r\ '\ 1 >• 4rl 

^ = v e r  b e e n  t a u g h t  e v e n  h o w  th w a l k -  U a m m i e  s h o u l d  b e  r e l i e v e d ,  

,  b u t  s h e  m i s s e s  t h e  t e n s i o n ,  t h e  e d g e  c o n t e s t  f e v e r .  I n  

f a c t ,  i n  t h e  h o n e y s u c k l e - s h a m p o o  a u r a  h a n g i n g  o v e r  t h e  w a l l e d - i n  

f r o n t  p o r c h  s h o p ,  s h e  f e e l s  t o o  r e l a x e d ,  a l m o s t  l i m p ,  a n d  h o p e s  i t ' s  

n o t  a  b a d  s i g n — y o u  n e v e r  c a n  t e l l  a b o u t  t h e s e  h i c k — t o w n  j u d g e s  a n d  
J  

a l m o s t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h e r  < s h i k e d  s h o u l d e r s  h a v e  b o l s t e r e d  

T a m m i e  t h r o u g h  h e r  r e c e n t  w i n n i n g  s t r e a k .  

S h e  p u s h e s  u p  t h e  l e f t  s l e e v e  o f  h e r  r e d  L a c o s t e  p a r k a  o l d  

e n o u g h  t o  l o o k  r i c h  b u t  n o t  p r e t e n t i o u s ,  t h o u g h  s h e  d o u b t s  a n y b o d y  

w  i  1 1  n  o t  i c e  a r  o u n d  h  e r  e * ^ ~  a  w a t c h .  I t  i s  n o w  5 «  X L O  5  t h e  

c o n t e s t  w i l l  s t a r t  a t  s e ^ / e n .  C h a n e l l ' s  d a r k  e y e s  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  s h i r t  

f r o m  T a m m i e ' s  h e a d  f u ^ I  o f  p i n k  c u r l e r s  t o  U a m m i e  c h e c k i n g  h e r  w a t c h .  

C a m m i e  d o e s n ' t  c a ^ e  i f  C h a n e l  1  f e e l s  s h e  i s  r u s h i n g  h e r  S h e  s h o u l d  

h a v e  t a k e n  T a m / r f i e  t o  h e r  r e g u l a r  h a i r d r e s s e r  i n  A t l a n t a .  B u t  i n  

C o r n e r v i l l e /  a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  q i r l s  c o m e  t o  C h a n e l  1  o r u ^ e a u t y  c o n t e s t  

s w ^ » t ~ l  i t t l e  A ™ d a y ,  a n d  j h e  . j u d g e s  m i g h t  l i k e ,  a c t u a l l y  1  i  k e ,  

y-vZtL 
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creates each year for the Swanoochee County Little 

Miss contest. 

"OK, sugarbooger," Chanel1 says to Tammie, "you can hop down now 

and get under the dryer." 

Tammie scoots from the pine plank perch on the shampoo chair and 

steps one, two, three to the dryer chair behind Chanel 1, pivots and 

sits and ^<f^^ts back with her white Keds and red socks sticking out 

iike a doll twisted to sitting position. 

Chanel 1 lowers thSP^pood over the curlers and sets the 

temper at ure and tfr£? time g a u g e.&> J&1 d like a storm blow in 

shampoo smpal 1 v;^X44h<g-Nj:"ipir fijme Sl"*ie straddles her stocky legs and 

st i f fens her knees andjshakes her thick brown hair down 1^5 screen . 

over her,i face. "'T-h-i-e—won't ^taki?—long,—Fhgrt~ thiH—srs ammle' s-TT̂ u.; J 1 
OJ I» Mfev- ' * % T**L V 

I ..at: m P. got- c i i i ij • • r 1. . • i f > 1 I'll hr right bacf:.—I go- Linda Gay ̂  

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Sauls coming with her little girl in about five minutes. You want Kl 

some t=^=K'n she asks Cammie jiqw chcc i•: ing—h«r— it "h ~\n ̂  i n 

Cammie pushes her jacket sleeves on her.bony tanned arms, 
% 

'No 

thanks, Ipll jList sit here." Checks her watch again to let Chanel 1 

know she is timing her. Chanel 1 just grabs a damp white towel/ from 

the shampoo chair^r^ heads out the door with her broad round rLimp 

I 4 
torturing the seat of her faded jeans. 



njirie looks outsat the blowing moss a gain, at the ̂  s h  a d o  w  s  

swLtctf i nig 

b r i c / k  . j a i l h o u s e  n e x t  

ioor . s-i t s on—a 

wooden Ih \/ thp — w  n  1 1 -  h :i n g t h e h 1 n '..J -i n q—OttOS-S—11'111 UUtfh tTTe-^ 

r e  g i n s P m b t a  1 1 -y. chee-klist of things to do before 

8 - s - # Q p a g e a n t  t i m e :  m a k e u p ,  d r e s s ,  e t c h ,  c o a c h  T a m m i e  o n e  m o r e  t i m e  

about looking sweet and qrilish instead of n1 a •- •" 'r-. -

A 1 1  i n  t h e  e y f e A ' a n d  t h e  r o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  h e a d ,  

The shop door opens and Linda Gay in her same-old-blue gabardine 

s u i t  u s h e r s  h e r  l i t t l e  g i r l  i n s i d e .  S a m e  f r a i l  d o l l  t y p e  a s  T a m m i e  

b u t  w i t h  t h i c k  b l o n d e  h a i r  

o f  i t »  B u t  

c1 asses. 

pk / t i m i d  a n d  t e n t a t i v e  a s  

l o w  o n  h e r  f o r e h e a d »  A  h e a d  f u l l  

m i e  u s e d  t o  b e  b e f o r e  m o d e l i n g  

£ * -
i^W^says. Say hey to Miss C< " T u r n i n g  c o l d  o u t  t h e r e ,  s ^ W ^ l i a y s .  S a y  h e y  t o  M i s s  C a m m j e ^  "  ̂ 1  J . n d a  

Look who's®fento' the drydy^^l_inc G a y  t e l l s  h e r  l i t t l e  g i r l .  " A n d  rr i d a  

G a y  s p a n k s  T a m m i e  o n  h e r  r i g h t  a n d  s p e a k s  l o u d e r s .  " S o  p r e t t y .  
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P r e t t y  a s  a  l^^CLe__£i«Art-5 " T h e n  t o  C a m m i e ,  " I  b e t  y o u / ^ l  1  u p  i n  t h e  

a i r  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t e s t  t o n i g h t ,  h u h ? "  

" I ' m  . j u s t -  a n x i o u s  t o  q e t  i t  o v e r  w i h t , "  / 2-cL,^ (^yrwru^- d 

" A r ^ n  t / w e  a l l ? "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y .  S h e  t u r n s ,  s p e a k s  l o w  t o  
i 1/ -:  " C h a n e l l ,  c o m e  o n  h e r e . "  A n d  a s  i f  C h a n e l  1  h a s  h e a r d  h e r ,  s h e  „ ^ v . .  

s t e p s  t h r o u g h  t h e  d o o r  w i t h  a  . j e l l y  g l a s s  o f  t e a .  

( w h a t  i s  p r i s s y  d o i n g )  

" I  t h o u g h t  h e a r d  i n / 1  GQVG C h a n e l  1  »  
ll/JCfc. a -  ' I 

" T e l l  M i s s  C h a n e l l  a b o u t  y o u r  r e p o r t  c a r d ,  P r i s s y . "  _  

4 

4 

4 

4 



} II«._! f hair,  f iddling with the 
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/ 
under the ar/Tis.  

Prissy .just stands there by the shamp 

l ift  1 ever.  

"All  A's,  I bet," says Chanel 1 and 

"Smart 1i  kL .your Mama," she adds.  "Couldn't none of us ever keep up 

M i  1 d'  s  f acre in 

xth Linda bayji/H? Cammie?" 

Cammie's eyes are suddenly fiy-ed on the *k4j=iQde chi 

the mirror,  the blue eyes and 

win? Nah, not possible.  No presence.  

"You 

shampoo bow/ 

What i f  she should 

Cammie?" says Cahnel 1; Wppir^g the child's head back in 

'Don't even ask her," says Linda Gay. "You wouldn't know and you 

with no children what us fathers go through to get ready for these 
/ /fNZ '<w— . ~ 

contests.  I'm not doing it  next year,  -ag.d I  don't care how hard -f-/ 

Prissy begs." —K I U A  

Chanel 1 laugh^s. "I heard that last year." 

"I mean i t ." Linda Gay faces the mirror.  "Sugar, tel l  Miss 

Chanell  what Mama said." 

Chanel 1 turns on the sprayer,  dousing the thiQj< blonde hair t+r&% 

nM'y 
1. ow +• he fc"-"1  '1" —for chad. "Listen, /f iake my l i fe a whole lot 

easier I can tel l  you if  the school did away with these contests." 

Linda Gay .jabs Chanell  in the ribs.  "You love it ,  girl ,  don't 

s a y  y o u  d o n ' t . "  

I do.  I tel l  the world I dc> " Chanell  hoots k her /I 
"E Ever winner I take the credit for« Ever year." And then to the 

l i t t l e  g i r l  w i t h  a  w h i t e  t o w e l  l i k e  a  m a n t l e " o V e r  h e r  h e a d ,  " I ' m  g o n e  

set you up now, honey. 

» 

M  



" C o u r s e  y o u  d o  t h e  l o s e r s '  h a i r  t o o , "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y -  " E v e r  

t h i n k  a b o u t  t h a t ? "  

I  c a n  t a k e  i t , "  s a y s  C h a n e l  1  a n d  t u r n s  t o  t h e  d r y e r  c h a i r  t o  
L  

c h e c k  T a m m i e ' s  h a i r -  " J u s t  a n o t h e r  m i n u t e ,  b a b y , "  s h e  s h o u t s ^  

" Y o u  k n o w  w h a t ,  C a m m i e ? "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y ,  t u r n i n g  t o  f a c e  C a m m i e  

o n  t h e  s t o o l -  " I  w o u l d n ' t  p u t  i t  p a s t  C h a n e l  1  t o  h a v e  a  p i c k  a n d  m e s s  
.ui-

u p  t h e  o t h e r  l i t t l e  g i r l s '  h a i r  s o  t h e  o n e  s h e  w a n t s ^ w i n s .  

" H a i r  i s n ' t  a l l  t h e r e  i s  t o  f t f l ,  "  s a y s  C a m m i e .  

" W e l l ,  I  k n o w  t h a t , "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y .  

" I f  y o u  a s k  m e ,  I  t h i n k  t h e y  o u g h t a  h a v e  t a l e n t  t o o .  I  k n o w  f o r  

a  f a c t ,  P r i s s y — p r e t t y  a s  y o u  a r e ^ b a b y — w o u l d  s t a n d  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  

o f  w i n n i n g  i f  s h e  c o u l d  p l a y  h e r  p i a n o  r e c i t a l  p i e c e . "  

C a m m i e  w a t  A c h e s  C h a n e l  1  c o m b  o u t  P r i s s y ' s  b J L - o r  J  e  h a i r  .  

A b n o r m a l  l o j t h i c k  f o r  a  c h  i  1  d '  s  , +ra .h' » ~ 11 the I  i u I I i  be. b u l d .  

" L o o k  a t  a l l  t h a t  h a i r ! "  s a y s  C h a n e l  1  l i f t i n g  i t  f r o m  t h e  b a c k .  

" Y o u ' r e  b l ^ e s s  # \ a b y  .  I  d o  l o v e  d o i n g  t h i s  h a i r . "  

y  C a m m i e  f e U s  l i g h t ,  f l u s h e d ,  

" S u r e  d i d n ' t  q e t  i t  f r o m  f n a m a ,  d i d  y o u  b a b y ' ? "  s a y s  C h a n n e l  1 .  
J-iarT • 

" P r i s s y , "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y ,  " t e l l  M i s s  C h a n e l l  i f  s h e ' d  g e t  M a m a ' s  

p e r m  r i g h t ,  M a m a ' s  s c a l p  w o u l d n ' t  s h i n e . "  A n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w s  

w i t h ,  " C a m m i e ,  w h a t  k c o l o r  i s  T a m m i e ' s  d r e s s ? "  

" P i n k , "  s a y s  C a m m i e ,  t h o u g h  T a m m i e ' s  d r e s s  i s  r o y a l  b l u e  w i t h  a  

s i l v e r  o v e r  s k i r t s — ^  

" Y o u ' r e  k i d d i n g ! "  s q u e a l s  L i n d a  G a y ,  t u r n i n g  t o  P r i s s y .  " S u g a r ,  

t e l l  M i s s  C a m m i e  w h a t  c o l o r  y o u r  d r e s s  i s . "  

" P i n k y "  s a y s  t h e  c h i l d , f a r i n g  h o p e f u l l y  a t  T a m m i e  u n d e r  t h e  

d r y e r .  



" J u d g e s  i s  g o n e  h a v e  a  h a r d  t i m e  o f  i t  t o n i g h t , "  s a y s  C h a n e l l ,  

r o l l i n g  P r i s s y ' s  h a i r  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  p i n k  c u r l e r s  a s  T a m m i e ' s .  S a m e  

s t y l e .  

" H o n e y , "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y  t o  C a m m i e ,  " t h e y ' r e  g o n e  l o o k  . j u s t  

a l i k e .  I  t o l d  J o y  B e t h  . j u s t  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  i f  P r i s s y  c a n ' t  w i n ,  I  h o p e  

T a m m i e  d o e s ,  t h e m  b e i n g  b e s t  f r i e n d s  a n d  a l l . "  

T h e  d r y e r  b u z z e r  s o u n d s  a n d  t h e  L i t  s  o f f .  C h a n e l  1  t u r n s  

a n d  l i f t s  t h e  h o o d »  " S L i g a r ,  y o u  w a n t a  j u s t  w a l k  a r o u n d  a n d  r e s t  a  

l i t t l e .  O r  g o  i n  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  w a t c h  T V ?  
/ 1 vjCt 

c  u r  1  e r  J a m m i e  l o o k s  a t  P r i s s y ,  s m i l e s ,  
f -v v ___ 

e s  t o  t h e  w h i t e  t i l e  f l  o o r  ^ W r i r s l T e r  a  t  a c e  a T T d  s c - a j j s  

" T a m m i e ! "  s a y s  C a m m i e ,  p i c k ^ f j u p  t h e  c u r l e r  a n d  t o s s ^  i t  i n t o  v (J I calliiil X tr . »ciys> «. 

b i n  l i e x  1  
j  

< t  t h e  C h a n e l  1  

o  C h e  2  k  t  o  b e  s u i r  e  • < d r y  f o r  m e , "  s a y s  C h a n e l l  < f c j o _ J - 4 4 = r d - » -

Mst 
L i n d a  G a y  s t i c k s  a  f i n g e r  i n s i d e  t h e / y f c u b e d i )  c u r  1  »  " D r y  a s  c a n  

b e , "  s h e  s a y s .  " O n e  g o o d  t h i n g  a b o u t  h a v i n g  t h i n  h a i r ,  r i g h t  ^  

s w e e t i e ?  

"pjf). t, ^iss^riss, it?s your tLirn," says Chanel 1 and lifts 

o w n  »  T h e  t  w o  g i r l s  e y e  e a c  h  o t  h e r  ,  s n  i  g g e r  ,  h a  i  

C h a n e l l  s t a r t s  b r u s h i n g  o u t  T a m m i e * s  h a i r .  

L r  s .  

( s m e l l s ,  s o u n d s ,  e t c  s t o r m  o f  d r y e r )  

i e ,  h o w  o l d  w h e n  y ^ k W  w o n  y o u r  f i r s t  b  e  t  v  

c o n t e s t ? "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y .  

I  t h i n k , "  s a y s  C a m m i e .  o r  m r V .  

0* 

" A n d  e v e r  y e a r  w e n t  b y ,  "  s a y s  C h a n e l l  ,  " I  t h o u g h t  I  d  b e a t  h e v  .  

" W e l l ,  h o n e y  y o u  d i d .  F i n a l l y . "  



> 

> 

1  

1  

1  

1  

>  

" Y e a h ,  o n c e  i n  h i g h  e h  c o o l  .  I n  h i g h  s c h o o l  I  d i d -

w a s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  b i g  b o o b s , "  s a i d  L i n d a  G a y  

" T r u e ,  1 1  s a i d  C h a n e l  1 -  " I  p u r e  h a t e d  t h e m  t h i n g s - "  

" B e a u t y  c o n t e s t  o r  y o u r  b o o b s ? "  s a i d  L i n d a  G a y -

" B o t h , "  s a i d  C h a n e l  1  ( d e s c r i b e  w h a t  s h e  d o i n g . )  

( c o u l d  q o  b a c k  a n d  h a v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  r e v e a l  w h y  C a m m i e  h a s  c o m e  b a c k  

t o  C o r n e r v i 1 1 — m i g h t  c h a n g e  a l l  t h a t  a n d  n o t  g o  i n t o  h e r  h e a d  s o  

m u c h )  

j V  C h a n e l  1  p i p e s  u p :  " O n e  t h i n g  I  c a n  s a y  f o r  b e a u t y  c o n t e s t . a A r T o t * g t i _ >  

i s ,  t h e y  s a v e  a  p i l e  o f  m o n e y  f o r  m a m a s  a n d  d a d d i e s  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  

s a y s  L i n d a  G a y .  " Y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  P r i s s y ' s  d r e s s  c u s t  

i f  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t . "  

" W h a t  I  m e a n  i s , "  s a y s  C h a n e l  1 ,  " b y  t h e  t i m e  a  g i r l  g e t s  r e a d y  

t o  q e t  m a r r i e d ,  s h e ' s  o v e r  w a n t i n g  t o  l o o k  l i k e  a  b e a u t y  q u e e n  a t  h e r  

w e d d i n g .  G e n e r a l l y  d o n ' t  w a n t  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  n o  f a n c y  d r e s s  a n d  

b i g  w e d d i n g . "  

" W e l l ,  I  t e l l  y o u  o n e  t h i n g , "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y ,  " t h a t  1  i t t U  g a l ^  

t h e r e  i s  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a  b i g  w e d d i n g  i f  i t ' s  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  I  d o .  I  

\ ^ /  d i d n ' t n a v e  o n e  b u t  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  s e e  t o  i t ,  s h e  d o e s .  

" L i n d a  G a y ,  y o u ' r e  . j u s t  a s  m a r r i e d  a s  a n y b o d y  e l s e ,  b i g  w e d d i n g  

A /  , D r  n o t .  T a k e  m e ,  I  g o t  m a r r i e d  i n  T .  P . ' s / i f l ^ m a ' s  l i v i n g  r o o m . . . "  

" A n d  n o w  y o u ' r e  d i v o r c e d . "  

C h a n e l  1  l a u g h / s .  " A n d  h a p p i e r  o n j n y  d i v o r c e  d a y  t h a n  o n  m y  

w e d d i n g  d a y  p a u s e  I ' m  s m a r t e r  n o w ,  k n o w  w h a t ' s  i m p o r t a n t a . " J  

I 
C a m m i e  i s  i t c h i n g  f r o m  h e r  t o e n a i l s  t o  h e r  g u m s - ,  s o  f a r  s h e  h a s  

^  w a L a c h e d  C h a n e l  1  b r u s h  T a m m i e ' s  h a i r  o u t  f l a t ^ t h e n  u n d e r  o n e  h a n d  i n  

a sausage ro|l and now she is trying to fluff it into a boufant with 



t e n d f r  ity) c  1  i n g  i n g  a t  t h e  n a p e -  N o w  s h e  i s  p a r t i n g  i t  t o  o n e  s i d e  a n d  

s h a p i n g  a  w a v e  o v e r  T a m m i e ' s  l e f t  e y e  w h i c h  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t ^ h a s  

S t a y e d  o n  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  f a c e  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  s i n c e  s h e  s a t  d o w n -  S h e  i s  

s h a r p ,  s h a r p l y  t u n e d  t o  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  l o o k s  e v e n  w i t h  h e r  f a c e  b l a n k  

a n d  p a l e  a n d  h e r  w i d e  b r o w n  e y e s  s t r e t c h e d  a s  u s u a l .  

" L e t ' s  t r y  a  b o w ,  s w e e t i e , "  s a y s  C h a n e l  1  a n d  p l u c k s  a  p i n k  b o w  

, X f r o m  t h e  s t a n d i n g  c a i o - J d  i s p l  a y  o n  t h e  c o u n t e r  a n d  s n a p s  u p  j f c h e  w a v e  

a n d  c l a m p s  t h e  b o w  t o  a  t a i l  o f  h a i r .  

N o  t i p  f o r  y o u ,  d e a r ,  t h i n k s  C a m m i e ,  f i g u r i n g  h o w  s h e  w i l l  r e j X  

d o  T a m m i e ' s  h a i r  w h e n  t h e y  g e t  h o m e .  B u t  w h a t  i f  t h e  . j u d g e s  l i k e  b o w s «  

w i t h  a  r o y ^ a l  b l u e  d r e s s ^  

T h e  b u z z e r  o n  t h e  d r y e r  s o u n d s  a n d  L i n d a  G a y  p r a n c e s  o v e r  a n d  

l i f t s  t h e  h o o d ,  p a t s  P r i s s y ' s  h e a d  a n d  s h o u t s ,  " C h a n e l  1 , d a m n !  T h i s  

d r  y e r ' s  n o t  w o r  k i n g . "  

" W h a t ? "  s a y s  C h a n e l 1  a n d  t u r n s  w i t h  t h e  b r u s h  i n  h e r  h a n d .  " W h a t  

y o u  m e a n  n o t  w o r  k i n g ? "  S h e  p a t s  i f h e a d  a n d  t h e n  r e m o v e s  a  

c u r l e r  a n d  t h e  t  h  i  c  k  1  o c  k  * 3 !  1  * =  1  i  L i a  a  a  o n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  c h e e k  

" P i l e  o f  j u n  k  !  "  C h  a n  e  1 1  s T  t  h  e l  h  o o d  -  " D o n ' t  w o r  r  y ,  b a b y , "  s h  e  

s a y s -  " I ' l l  d i f f u s e  i t .  I  d o  i t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t o  t h e  b i g  g i r l s '  h a i r . "  

C a m m i e  s u c k s  i n ,  s m i l e s ,  a n d  y e s  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  b a t -

" C h a n e l l ! "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y .  " Y o u  k n o w  b e t t e r -  A l l  t h a t  h a i r ' s  

. j u s t  g o n n a  b u s h  o u t . "  

" W e l l ,  L i n d a  G a y ,  i f  I  t r y  t o  b l o w  d r y  e a c h  c u r l e r ,  i t ' s  j u s t  

n o t  g o n e  d r y  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  c o n t e s t . "  

W h a t  m a k e s  C a m m i e  c r a z y  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l a t e s  

L i t t l e  M i s s  P a g e a n t s  i s  t h e  l i t t l e  h i g ^ g i r l  l o o k -  S c r u n c h e d  h a i r  

S h e ' s  s o  r e l i e v e d  s h e  c o u l d  c r y ,  b u t  w h a t  i f - - -



" A l l  r i g h t  ?  C h a n e l  1  f  "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y ?  1 1 1  t r u s t  y o u ,  W h a t  c h o i c e  

d o  I  S h e  e y e s  t h e  p i n k  b o w  a n d  p r e c i o u s  d o  

e n v i o u s l y .  

" T a m m i e ,  b a b y , "  s a y s  C h a n e l  1 ^  ^ j i t e p  d o w n  f o r  a  m i n u t e ^  I ' m  n o t  

d o n e  w i t h  J ^ y o u  y e t ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  a n  e m e r g e n c y .  W h a t  t i m e  i s  i t ,  

C a m m  i  e ' ?  "  

" S i x  - ^ h S x a y i r  .  B u t  n t o  p r o b l e m .  W e  u n d e r s t a n d . "  .  
i J 

T a m m i e  i s  p l u c k i n g  a t  t h e  t w i s t i n g  t h e  b o w  s i d e w a y s .  

O n  t h e  p i n e  p l a n j b k ,  f a c i n g  t h e  m i r r o r ,  P r i s s y  w a t c h e s  a s  

C h a n n e l  f l u f f s  a n d  s c r u c h e s  a n d  d i f f u s e s  h e r  h a i r .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  a  

n e w  s t r i n g  m o p . \  s t o r m  o ^ d r y e r ,  s m e l l s  

" I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  C h a n e l  1 , "  L i n d a  G a y  y e l l s ,  " I  r e a l l y  w a n t e d  h e r  

h a i r  m o r t l  i k e  T a m m i e *  s . \ l o u  k n o w  h o w  t h e s e  . j u d g e s . . . "  

" S h u t  u p ,  L i n d a  G a y , "  s a y s  C h a n e l  1 .  " Y o u  n e v e r  c a n  t e l l ,  t h e y  

m i g h t  g o  f o r  t h i s  l o o k .  P u t  h e r  o n  s o m e  m a k e u p  a n d . . . "  

" M A K E U P ! "  s h o u t s  L i n d a  G a y  w r i n g ^ h e r  h a n d s .  " H e r  D a d d y ' l l  d i e ! "  

" L e t  h i m . "  C h a n e l  1  l o o k s  e l e c t r i f i e d  a s  t h e  h a i r  c ^ i s w t ^ f r o m  l a n k  

l o c k s  t o  s p i r a l s  a n d  s p u r  t ^ o f  r i n g l e t s  f r a m i n g  h e r  e l f i n  f a c e .  

" L i j t s t e n ,  P r  i  s s y ^  l p j / w  ̂ X j ^ o u  g o t t a  h o l d  y o u r  h e a d  u p  h i g h  w i t h  a l l  t h i s  

h a i r ?  a n d  l o o k  s a s s y ,  s l i n g  i t .  Y o u ' r e  g o n e  b e  a  k n o c k o u t . "  

( g o  b a c k  p r i s s y  s t a r t s  c r y i n g  w h e n  t h e  d r y e r  b r e a k s ,  b o t h  g i r l s  

d r y ,  d r y e r  s o u n d s ,  l o u d  t a l k i n g ,  d u s k ,  m o s s  b l o w i n g  o u t s i d e  a s  i f  

w i n d  i s  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  b l o w  d r y e r ,  s m a l l e s  o f  h a i r  d r y i n g ,  n y l o n y )  

"Look at that little figure," Canel1 says to convince Linda Gay 

t h a t  t h e  l i t t l e  b i g  g i r l  l o o k  w i l l  d o .  

- ^^Would you want all the big boys ooql your little girl'?" 



" S h u t  u p ,  L i n d a  G a y .  I  k n o w  w h a t  I ' m  d o i n g , "  s a y s  C h a n e l  1 .  

T h e r e ' s  a  f i r s t  t i m e  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g .  T h i s  t i m e  n e x t  y e a r ,  e v e r  

l i t t l e  g i r l  i n  S w a n o o c h e e  C o u n t y ' 1 1  b e  w e a r i n g  t h e i r ^ a ^ r j ) i k e  t h i s . "  

" A n d  l o o k i n g  l i k e  h u s s i e s , "  c r i e s  L i n d a  G a y V  " D a d d y ' s  g o n e  u a t K a  

h e a r t  a t t a c k . "  CjJjjJt 

S i t t i n g  i n  t h e  d r y e r  c h a i r  w i t h  T a m m i e  o n  h e r  l a p ,  C a m m i e  b e g i r d s  

f r a n t i c a l l y  b r u s h i n g  h e r  f l o s s y  h a i r ,  

r < = >  t o  r n a k e  t h e m  

t h e  c o u n t e r ! )  ^ h e  e y e s  t h e  o t h e r  ' ( s h e  g e t s  u p  a n d  g  

c h i l d l i k e  a  d o l l  s h e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b r e a k -

C h a n e l  1  s p e a k s  t o  P r i s s y  n o w .  " Y o u  . j u s t  w a ^ i t  a n d  s e e  i f  y o u  

d o n ' t  w i n  t o n i g h t ,  P r i s s .  Y o u  j u s t  w a i t .  T h e n  y o u  t e l l  e v e r b o d y  i t  

w a s  M i s s  C h a n e l  1  m a d e  y o u  a  w i n n e r . "  s h e  t u r n s  t o  L i n d a  G a y ,  " Y O U  

w a n t  a  b o w  o r  n o t ' / "  cur] 
^ n^) v'" .nw ) 

" I  r e c k o n , "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y . ^ " B * j ( t  I  s a r - t  1  i e d  a b o u t  h e r  d r e s s  

b e i n g  p i n k .  I t ' s  r o y a l  b l u e  w i t h  a  s i l v e r  n e t  o v e r s k i r t . "  

( n o t e s :  f r o m  d a t e l i n e  


