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-^- —> i$JH l~x~zL\̂  J/ls jfc^yU— 

sezir&sr 

04 .̂ 



Janice Daugharty Route 1, Box 595 Stockton, GA 31649 912-242—5917 

This Time Next Year 

It's a real come-down, if you ask Cammie Lawson, to have to move 

back to this hick town and enroll her daughter Temple in this hick 

school, just so she can compete in another Little Miss contest. No 

talent, no swimsuit or personality competition, only pageant dresses 

in the one coming up tonight. But that's the way of it: 1994's Little 

Miss Valdosta, and 1993's Little Miss Sweet Potato Princess, is now 

too old—old! at seven!—to compete on the Little Miss circuit. By 

moving to Cornerville, where the school board has permitted Temple to 

be held back in first grade—emotional immaturity, Cammie claims— 

Cammie is delaying Temple having to compete in the Junior Miss 

category in which the older you are the better you do. 

Of course, the same is true for the Little Miss category? Cammie 

figured that out from watching Temple progress year after year from 

precious to sophisticated. Not that the Swanoochee County Little Miss 

contest^ call for sophistication. Quite the opposite. 

Cammie's eyes light on Temple's fair doll face in the beauty 

shop mirror, those v -lashed brown eyes, without mascara. Thouah 

combined. Now she is tonguinq a loose front 

1 
her head for her to stop. 

she is seven years old, she looks four, and 



C h a n e l  1 ,  t h e  b e a u t i c i a n  i n  C o r n e r v i l l e ,  i s  w i n d i n g  T e m p l e ' s  

s h e e r  b l o n d  h a i r  o n  p i n k  r o l l e r s .  C h a n e l  1  i s  d a r k ,  b u s t y  a n d  l o u d  i n  

^ - f a d e d  b l u e  . j e a n s  a n d  a  w h i t e  s w e a t s h i r t ,  i n  p e r f e c t  c o n t r a s t  t o  b o n y ,  

b l o n d  C a m m i e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  w a l l  m i r r o r ,  w h i c h  i s  f r a m e d  

i n  s i l v e r  t i n s e l  f o r  C h r i s t m a s .  " S u g a r ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h o  t h a t  t o o t h ' s  

b o t h e r i n g  m o r e , "  C h a n e l l  s a y s  t o  t h e  s m a l l e s t  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  m i r r o r ,  

" y o u  o r  y o u r  m a m a . "  S h e  a l w a y s  t a l k s  t o  h e r  c u s t o m e r s '  i m a g e s  i n  t h e  

m i r r o r ,  a n d  n o w  s h e  i s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  m o t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a u g h t e r ,  a s  

i f  s h e  c a n  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  s u c h  j a b s  i f  s h e  d o e s n ' t  l o o k  y o u  s t r a i g h t  

i n  t h e  e y e .  

C a m m i e  l a u g h s  a n d  s i t s  o n  a  w o o d e n  s t o o l  b e t o r e  t h e  o n l y  w i n d o w  

i n  t h e  n a r r o w  s h o p .  S h e  i s  u s e d  t o  c o m m e n t s  l i k e  t h a t !  f r o m  h e r  

h u s b a n d ,  W e n d a l l ,  a  C P A ,  w h o  n e v e r  s t o p s  g r i p i n g  a b o u t  m o v i n g  f r o m  

V a l d o s t a  t o  C o r n e r v i l l e  a n d  h a v i n g  t o  d r i v e  o n e  h o u r  r o u n d  f c r i p  e a o h  

d a y  t o  a n d  f r o m  h i s  o f f i c e  ( p l u s ,  h e  i s  o n  h e r  b u t t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  

a b o u t  n o t  t a k i n g  h e r  L i t h i u m ! ' ?  f r o m  h e r  m o t h e r ,  i n  B i r m i n g h a m ,  

A l a b a m a ,  w h o  a c c u s e s  C a m m i e  o f  t r y i n g  t o  r e l i v e  h e r  l i f e  t h r o u g h  

T e m p l e ?  a n d  f r o m  h e r  d a d d y ,  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h o  i s n ' t  m a k i n g  l i k e  a  

p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  b u t  w h o  b l e w  u p  w h e n  T e m p l e  w o r e  d i a m o n d  c l u s t e r  

e a r r i n g s  a n d  a  s t r a p l e s s  g o w n  i n  B i r m i n g h a m ' s  L i t t l e  M i s s  p a g e a n t .  

C a m m i e  s t a r e s  o u t  a t  t h e  b l o w i n g  m o s s  i n  t h e  1 i v e o a k s  a l o n g  t h e  

s l o p e  o f  T r o u b l e s o m e  C r e e k .  S u n n y  b u t  c o l d ,  t h e  c o l d e s t  D e c e m b e r  i n  

S o u t h  G e o r g i a  i n  h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  a n d  w h e n  i t  i s  c o l d ,  T e m p l e  t e n d s  

t o  s t i f f e n  h e r  n e c k  a n d  g r i t  h e r  t e e t h ,  w h i c h  j u s t  m i g h t  c a u s e  t h e  

l o o s e  t o o t h  t o  l e t  g o  t o n i g h t .  

Daugharty 2 



# 

# 

Usually, before a contest, something like that would make Cammie 

feverish, but not this contest, not with these daddies* little 

darlings in sweet pastels- Pastels, you can bank on it, for a Little 

iss Christmas contest! Cammie should be relieved that she can relax^) 

but she misses the tension, the edge—contest fever- In fact, in the 

honeysuckle—shampoo aura hanging over the walled—in front porch shop, 

she feels almost limp, and hopes it's not a bad sign you never can 

tell about these hick—town judges—and almost believes that her 

previously hiked shoulders have bolstered Temple through her recent 

winning streak. 

She pushes up the left sleeve of her red Lacoste parka old 

enough to look rich but not pretentious, though she doubts anybody 

will notice around here- Truth is, she cannot afford fashionable 

clothes, even if she had the time or desire to dress fashionable- She 

still wears her bleached hair in the classic curled do from her own 

pageant days (she was Miss Valdosta in 1962 and went on to compete in 

the Miss Georgia contest!)- All pageant mothers dress down, at least 

by a decade, as if attempting to stop time when they were at their 

best- But with the high cost of pageant entry fees, outfits, 

training, and travel, pageant mothers settle for looking^jprlV 

presentable and understated^nough to keep from heaping shame on 

their dressed-up daughters. 

Cammie checks her watch« It is now 5s 20^ the contest will start 

at seven- Chanel 1's dark sloe eyes in the mirror shift from Templets 

sproutinq cr op of pink r o11ers t o Cammie chec king her wat ch. Lammie 

doesn't care if Chanel 1 feels she is rushing her- She is- She should 

have taken Temple to her regular hairdresser in Atlanta. But in 

^ ! Cornerville, all the little girls come to Chanel1 on beauty contest 
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d a y  s ,  a n d  t h e  . j u d g e s  m i g h t  l i k e ,  a c t u a l l y  1  i  k  e  »  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  b a n g s  

a n d  b o w s  o f  C h a n e l 1 ' s  s w e e t  c r e a t i o n s -

" O K ,  s u g a r f o o o g e r , "  C h a n e l 1  s a y s  t o  T e m p l e ,  " y o u  c a n  h o p  d o w n  n o w  

a n d  g e t  u n d e r  t h e  d r y e r - "  

T e m p l e  c l i m b s  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  p i n e  p l a n k  a c r o s s  t h e  s h a m p o o  c h a i r  

a r m s  a n d  k i t t e n — w a l k s  i n  h e r  r e d - p l a i d  j u m p e r  a n d  w h i t e  b l o u s e  t o  t h e  

d r y e r  c h a i r  d i r e c t l y  b e h i n d  C h a n e l 1 .  S h e  l o o k s  l e f t  a t  h e r  m o t h e r ,  a s  

^  i f  e x p e c t i n g  a  s c o l d i n g  f o r  t h e  m i s m a t c h e d  h e a d d r e s s ,  t h e n  s i t s  

y w a y  a n d  s c o o t s  b a c k  t i l l  h e r  w h i t e  K e d s  a n d  r e d  s o c k s  s t i c k  o u t  •  

l i k e  a  d o l l  t w i s t e d  t o  s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n .  

C h a n e l  1  l o w e r s  t h e  p e e n e d  c h r o m e  h o o d  o v e r  t h e  h o o d  o f  r o l l e r s  

a n d  t u r n s  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  a n d  t i m e  k n o b s  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  c h a i r ,  

a n d  t h e  o l d  d r y e r  s t a r t s  w i t h  a  w h i n e ,  t h e n  l e v e l s  o f f  t o  a  r o a r ,  

g u s t i n g  p e r f u m e d  h e a t  l i k e  f a b r i c  s o f t e n e r  f r o m  a  c l o t h e s  d r y e r .  

" W o n ' t  t a k e  l o n g , "  s a y s  C h a n e l  1 ,  h a n d s  o n  h e r  s i d e s  a n d  a r c h i n g  

h e r  s p i n e ,  " n o t  t h i n  a s  h e r  h a i r  i s .  

" M a k e s  t h i r t e e n  l i t t l e  h e a d s  o f  h a i r  I ?  v e  d o n e  t o d a y ,  a n d  I  g o t  

L i n d a  G a y  c o m i n g  a n y  m i n u t e  w i t h  h e r  l i t t l e  g i r l - "  S h e  s t a n d s  

s t r a i g h t ,  s t a r i n g  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  o v e r  t h e  f a k e - m a r b l e  s h a m p o o  b o w l ,  

a n d  l i f t s  h e r  s h o u l d e r - l e n g t h  b r o w n  h a i r  f r o m  t h e  c r o w n  w i t h  h e r  

f i n g e r s -  S h e  l e a n s  i n  c l o s e r ,  a s  i f  c h e c k i n g  f o r  s i g n s  o f  d a m a g e  t o  

h e r  t h i c k  f a c e ,  b u t  h e r  e y e s  s o o n  d r i f t  t o w a r d  C a m m i e .  A n d  l i n g e r .  
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C a r n m i e  w o n d e r s  i f  C h a n e l  1  i s  c u r i o u s  a b o u t  h e r ,  m a y b e  e n v i o u s  o f  

h e r  f o r  g o i n g  a w a y  a n d  m a r r y i n g  a  C P A .  S h e  f e e l s  a  s u d d e n  b r i g h t e n i n g  

b e h i n d  h e r  e y e s  a t  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  C h a n e l  1  a g a i n .  B u t  

t h e  g l o s s  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  m e m o r i e s  d u l l  w h e n  s h e  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  

C h a n e l  1  i s  N o b o d y  n o w ,  o r  t h a t  m a y b e  C h a n e l  1  h a s  h e a r d  t i ^ ^ t  s h e  i s  

c r a z y  a n d  f e e l s  s o r r y  f o r  h e r .  O r  i s  a f r a i d  o f  h e r V  

" I  t h i n k  I ' l l  g o  g e t  m e  a  g l a s s  o f  t e a , "  C h a n e l  1  s a y s .  " Y o u  w a n t  

s o m e ? "  

C a r n m i e  s h o v e s  u p  h e r  j a c k e t  s l e e v e s  o n  h e r  p a l e  p l a n e d  a r m s .  " N o  

t h a n k s ,  I ' m  n o t  t h i r s t y - "  C h e c k s  h e r  w a t c h  a g a i n  t o  l e t  C h a n e l 1  k n o w  

s h e  i s  t i m i n g  h e r ,  t h a t  s h e y s  n o t  c h a r m e d  b y  C h a n e l 1  * s  c h a t t i n e s s .  

S h e  e x p e c t s  t h e  n e x t  q u e s t i o n  t o  b e ,  H a v e  y o u  f i n i s h e d  y o u r  C h r i s t m a s  

s h o p p i n g  y e t " ?  S h e  c r o s s e s  h e r  a r m s .  C l o s e d  t o  q u e s t i o n s .  C h a n e l  1  

g r a b s  a  d a m p  w h i t e  t o w e l  f r o m  t h e  s h a m p o o  c h a i r  a n d  h e a d s  o u t  t h e  

d o o r  w i t h  h e r  w h i t e  a t h l e t i c  s h o e s  t o e i n g  i n  a n d  h e r  r o u n d  b u t t o c k s  

p u s h i n g  o u t .  

W h i l e  w a i t i n g ,  C a r n m i e  t r i e s  t o  c o n j u r e  u p  t h e  o l d  c o n t e s t  f e v e r  

b y  m e n t a l l y  l i s t i n g  t h i n g s  t o  p a c k ,  t h i n g s  t o  d o ,  p r i o r  t o  p a g e a n t -

t i m e .  I n s t e a d ,  s h e  e n d s  u p  l i s t l e s s l y  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  w h a t  s h e  d o e s r r  t  

h a v e  t o  p a c k — t h e  D a l l a s  c h e e r l e a d e r  o u t f i t ,  t h e  g o l d  1  a m e ^ '  s w i m s u i t  

w i ' t h  o s t r i c h  p l u m e s ,  h i g h - h e e l  s h o e s ;  w h a t  s h e  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t o  d o  

c o a c h  T e m p l e  o n  t h a t  t r i c k y  s i o w — b u t — b r i s k  w a l k ,  i n c l u d i n g  h e a d  

r o t a t i o n s  a n d  p i v o t s .  A l l  i n  t h e  e v e s  a n d  r o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  h e a d — s l o w ,  

s l o w  a s  i f  a c t i v a t e d  b y  h e a t .  S m i l e  a n d  b l a r e  t h o s e  b r o w n e y e s  a n d  

n e v e r  q 1 v e  o u t  y o u r  t r a d e  s e c r e t s ,  b a b y .  C a r n m i e  d o e s  m a n a g e  a  f a i n t  

t u q  o f  t h e  g u t  w h e n  s h e  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  s h e  h a s  f o r g o t t e n  t o  r e m i n d  

T e m p l e  t o  f o r g e t  a l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  a n d  s i m p l y  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  l o o k i n g  

g i r l i s h  a n d  s w e e t .  J u s t  f o r  t o n i g h t .  

D a u g h a r t y  5  



T h e  s h o p  d o o r  o p e n s  a n d  L i n d a  G a y  i n  h e r  s a m e - o l d - b l u e  g a b a r d i n e  

s u i t  t i p t o e s  i n ,  l i k e  s o m e b o d y  s l i p p i n g  i n  l a t e  f o r  c h u r c h .  F ' r  i s s y ,  

i n  n a v y  t i g h t s  a n d  s w e a t e r  t o  m a t c h  / t i e r  e y e s ,  f o l l o w s  i n  t h e  t a n -

s t o c k y ,  s t r o n g  a n d  d u c k -

n g  l o w  o n  h e r  f o r e h e a d .  A  h e a d  

u e d e  l o a f e r  t r a c k s  o f  h e r  m o t h e r . A ]  

c h e s t e d  w i t h  t h i c k  s a n d y  h a i r  g r o w  i n  

f u l l  o f  i t .  B u t  s h e  i s  a s  t i m i d  a n d  c l u m s y  a s  T e m p l e  u s e d  t o  b e  

b e f o r e  m o d e l i n g  c l a s s e s .  

" G e t t i n g  c o - o l d  o u t  t h e r e , "  L i n d a  G a y  s a y s  a n d  f a k e  s h i v e r s  a n d  

g o e s  b a c k  t o  s h u t  t h e  d o o r .  " S a y  h e y  t o  M i s s  C a m m i e , "  L i n d a  G a y  s a y s  
• 

t o  P r i s s y ,  w h o  i s  s t a n d i n g  n e x t  t o  t h e  s h a m p o o  c h a i r ,  g r i n n i n g  a t  

T e m p l e .  L i n d a  G a y  p l a c e s  h e r  m u l t i - p o c k e t e d  b o n e  p u r s e  o n  t h e  c o u n t e r  

b y  t h e  d o o r .  " A n d  l o o k  w h o ' s  u n d e r  t h e  d r y e r ,  w i l l  y o u . "  L i j i V f a f '  

t i p t o e s  o v e r  a n d  s p a n k s  T e m p l e  o n  h e r  r i g h t  l e g  a n d  s p e a k s  h i g h -

p i t c h e d  i n  a  t i n y  v o i c e .  " M y ,  d o n ' t  y o u  l o o k  C h r i s t m a s y  i n  t h a t  r e d  

d r e s s !  W h a t ' s  S a n t y  C l a u s  b r i n g i n g ? "  T h e n  t o  C a m m i e ,  " I  b e t  y o u ' r e  

a l l  u p  i n  t h e  a i r  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t e s t  t o n i g h t ,  h u h ? "  

" I ' m  j u s t  a n x i o u s  t o  g e t  i t  o v e r  w i t h , "  s a y s  C a m m i e  a n d  r i s e s  

f r o m  t h e  s t o o l  t o  g e t  a  m a g a z i n e  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e  b e s i d e  t h e  d r y e r .  

" A r e n ' t  w e  a l l ? "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y .  " H a v e  y o u  f i n i s h e d  y o u r  

C h r i s t m a s  s h o p p i n g  y e t ? "  

C a m m i e  p r e t e n d s  n o t  t o  h e a r .  

L i n d a  G a y  t u r n s  t o w a r d  t h e  d o o r ,  s p e a k s  l o w  t o  h e r s e l f s  

" C h a n e l  1 ,  c o m e  o n  h e r e . "  

A s  i f  C h a n e l  1  h a s  h e a r d  h e r ,  s h e  s t e p s  t h r o u g h  t h e  d o o r  w i t h  a  

j e l l y  g l a s s  o f  t e a .  " I  t h o u g h t  I  h e a r d  y o u r  b i g  m o u t h ,  L i n d a  G a y . "  

S h e  k i c k s  t h e  d o o r  s h u t  w i t h  o n e  f o o t .  

" T e l l  M i s s  C h a n e l  1  a b o u t  y o u r  r e p o r t  c a r d ,  P r i s s y . "  
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Prissy .just stands there, fiddling with the lift lever on the 

shampoo chair. 

"All A's, I bet." Chanel 1 pats the pine plank for Prissy to sit 

there. "Smart like your mama," she says. "Couldn't none of us ever 

keep up with Linda Gay in school, could we, Cammie?" 

Cammie's eyes are suddenly fixed on the child's cheeky, bisque 

face in the mirror, the deep blue eyes and pink bow lips. What if she 

should win? Nah, not possible. No presence. 

"You OK, Cammie?" says Chanel 1, rotating the chair with the 

child in it and tipping her back to the shampoo bowl. 

"Don't even ask her," says Linda Gay. "You wouldn't know, and 

you with no children, what us mothers go through to get ready for 

these contests. I'm not doing this one next year, not with Christmas 

shopping and all, I don't care whether or not the churches meet their 

quota for needy children's Christmas toys. And I don't care how hard 

Prissy begs." 

Chanell laughs. "I heard that last year." 

"I mean it." Linda Gay's raddled, earthern face fills the tinsel 

lodged mirror; her limp beige hair looks like damp linen. "Sugar, tell 

Miss Chanell what Mama said." 

Chanell snicks on the water sprayer, dousing Prissy's hair. 

if the churches did away with the contest at Christmas and the school 

did away with the one in the spring." 

Linda Gay .jabs Chanell in the ribs and snorts. "You love it, 

girl, don't say you don't." 

Daugharty 7 



I  d o .  I  t e l l  t h e  w o r l d  I  d o .  1 1  C h a n e l  1  h o o t s  a n d  t o s s e s  h e r  

n y l o n y  b r o w n  h a i r .  " E v e r y  w i n n e r  I  t a k e  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r .  E v e r y  y e a r . "  

A n d  t h e n  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l  w i t h  a  b l u e  t o w e l  d r a p e d  o v e r  h e r  h e a d  

l i k e  M a r y ' s  m a n t l e  i n  a  C h r i s t m a s  p l a y ,  " I ' m  g o n e  s e t  y o u  u p  n o w ,  

h o n e y . "  

" C o u r s e  y o u  d o  t h e  l o s e r s '  h a i r  t o o . "  L i n d a  G a y  l a u g h s  a n d  n o d s  

a t  C a m m i e - i n - t h e - m i r r o r  f o r  r e a f f i r m a t i o n .  " E v e r  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h a t ? "  

" I  c a n  t a k e  i t , "  s a y s  C h a n e l l  a n d  s t e p s  t o  t h e  d r y e r  c h a i r  t o  

c h e c k  T e m p l e ' s  h a i r .  " J u s t  a n o t h e r  m i n u t e ,  b a b y , "  s h e  s h o u t s  a n d  

l o w e r s  t h e  d r y e r  h o o d  a g a i n .  T e m p l e  r e m a i n s  s t i l l ,  a s  i f  i n  a  t r a n c e ,  

t h o u g h  h e r  b l i s t e r e d  f a c e  l o o k s  l i k e  a  r i p e  p e a c h .  S h e  n u d g e s  t h e  

l o o s e  t o o t h  w i t h  h e r  t o n g u e  a n d  g l a n c e s  a t  C a m m i e .  

" Y o u  k n o w  w h a t ,  C a m m i e ? "  L i n d a  G a y  f a c e s  t h e  o t h e r  w o m a n ,  w h o  i s  

b a c k l i t  b y  t h e  c o l d  s u n .  " I  w o u l d n ' t  p u t  i t  p a s t  C h a n e l l  t o  h a v e  a  

p i c k  a n d  m e s s  u p  t h e  o t h e r  l i t t l e  g i r l s '  h a i r  s o  t h e  o n e  s h e  w a n t s  

C a m m i e  w o n d e r s  i f  a n y o n e  i n  M e m p h i s  e v e r  s u s p e c t e d  h e r  o f  d o p i n g  

t h a t  l i t t l e  g i r l ' s  S p r i t e  w i t h  S y r u p  o f  I p e c a c  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  a g o .  

" H a i r  i s n ' t  a l l  t h e r e  i s  t o  i t , "  s h e  s a y s  a n d  l i f t s  h e r  k e e n  f a c e  

f r o m  t h e  m a g a z i n e  o n  h e r  l a p .  

" W e l l ,  I  k n o w  t h a t , "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y  a n d  c r o s s e s  h e r  a r m s  o v e r  

h e r  b l u e  s u i t  c o a t  w i t h  h e r  s t o m a c h  p o o c h e d  o u t .  " I f  y o u  a s k  m e ,  I  

t h i n k  t h e y  o u g h t a  h a v e  t a l e n t  t o o .  I  k n o w  f o r  a  f a c t  P r i s s y — p r e t t y  

a s  y o u  a r e ,  b a b y — w o u l d  s t a n d  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f  w i n n i n g  i f  s h e  c o u l d  

p l a y  h e r  p i a n o  r e c i t a l  p i e c e . "  

w i l l  w i n  

LX C a m m i e  w a t c h e s  C h a n e l l  c o m b  o u t  

A b n o r m a l l y  t h i c k  f o r  a  c h i l d ' s  h a i r ,  i n  h e r  e s t i m a t i o n .  
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"Look at all that hair!" says Chanel 1, hefting it the nape. 

"You're blessed, baby- I do love doing this hair-" 

Cammie feels light, flushed, her old self. 

"Sure didn't get it from Mama, did you baby?" says Chanel 1« 

"Prissy," says Linda Gay, "tell Miss Chanel 1 if she'd get Mama's 

perm right, Mama's scalp wouldn't shine-" And immediately follows 

with, "Cammie, what color is Temple's dress?" 

"Pink," says Cammie, though Temple's dress is royal blue with a 

silver net overskirt and none of her business. 

"You're kidding!" squeals Linda Gay and places one hand on 

Prissy's arm- "Sugar, tell Miss Cammie what color your dress is-" 

"Pink?" says Prissy, staring hopefully at Temple under the dryer 

in the mirror-

"Judges is gone have a hard time of it tonight," says Chanel1, 

winding the front of Prissy's hair on the same pink rollers as 

Temple's- Same style-

"Honey," says Linda Gay to Cammie, "they're gone look just 

alike- I told Joy E<eth just this morning, if Prissy can't win, I hope 

Temple does, them being best friends and all-" 

The dryer timer buzzes and the motor shrieks, hums, dies- No 

sounds, save for the click of rollers inside the piastic bin and 

Linda Gay's nasal breathing-

Chanel1 steps back and raises the dryer hood. "Sugar, you wanta 

walk around and rest a little- Or go in the house and watch TV? 

Temple looks at Prissy, smiles and pries a roller from her 

parched scalp- It pops free and tumbles to the white tile floor. 

### 
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"Temple!" Cammie stands and picks up the roller and tosses it 

into the lavender bin next the Chanel1. 

"Linda Gay, check to be sure Templets hair's good—dry for me," 

says Chanel1. 

Linda Gay sticks a finger inside the tube of hair» "Dry as can 

be," she says. "One good thing about having thin hair. Right, 

sweetie?" 

"OK, Miss Priss, it's your turn," says Chanell and helps Prissy 

down. The two girls eyeball each other, snigger, swap chairs-

Chanel 1 resets the dryer, then begins unwinding the rollers on 

Temple's hair. 

"Cammie, how old were you when you won your first beauty 

contest?" says Linda Gay. 

"Five, I think," says Cammie. "Five or six." 

"And ever year went by," says Chanell, "I thought I'd beat her." 

"Well, honey you did," says Linda Gay, standing between them. 

"Finally." 

"Yeah, once in high school. In high school I did. 

"That was just because of your big boobs." Linda Gay laughs. 

"True," says Chanell. "I pure hated them things." 

"Beauty contests or your boobs?" Linda Gay is fishing in her 

purse for a Kleenex, blowing her pinched nose. 

"Both," says Chanell. Then, "One thing I can say for beauty 

contests is, they save a pile of money for mamas and daddies in the 

long run." 
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"Ha!?" Linda Gay's watery gray eyes in the mirror seek out 

Cammie's. "You don't know what Prissy's dress cost me if you think 

that." 

"What I mean is," says Chanel1, "by the time a girl gets ready 

to qet married, she's over wanting to look like a beauty queen at her 

wedding. Generally don't want nothing to do with no fancy dress and 

big wedding." 

"Well, I tell you one thing," says Linda Gay, "that little gal 

right there is going to have a big wedding if it's the last thing I 

do. I didn't have one but I'm going to see to it, she does." 

"Linda Gay, you're just as married as anybody else, big wedding 

or not. Take me, I got married in T.P.'s Mama's living room..." 

"And now you're divorced." 

Chanel1 laughs. "And happier on my divorce day than on my 

wedding day." 

Cammie is itching from her toenails to her gums: so far she has 

watched Chanel1 brush Temple's hair out flat, then under one hand in 

a sausage roll, and now she is trying to tease it into a bouffant 

with straight bangs. Now she is parting it to one side and shaping a 

deep wave over Temple's left eye, which along with the right has been 

fixed on her mother in the mirror since she sat down. Temple is 

shar p , shar plv t uned in t o her mot her ' s wh i ms, moods, desper at i on in 

Savannah, Temple watched as her mother "accidentally" stepped on the 

hem of another contestant's dress and ripped the waist from the 

bodice), even with those brown eyes staring 1eve1 and calm in that 

hard face. Brown—eyed blonds are rare, babyv me and you,—rare, baby^ 
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" L e t ' s  t r y  a  b o w ,  s w e e t i e , "  s a y s  C h a n e l  1  a n d  p l u c k s  a  p i n k  b o w  

f r o m  t h e  s t a n d i n g  c a r d b o a r d  d i s p l a y  o n  t h e  c o u n t e r  a n d  s n a p s  u p  t h e  

w a v e  a n d  c l a m p s  t h e  b o w  t o  a  t a i l  o f  h a i r .  

N o  t i p  f o r  y o u ,  d e a r ,  t h i n k s  C a m m i e ,  f i g u r i n g  h o w  s h e  w i l l  r e - d o  

T e m p l e ' s  h a i r  w h e n  t h e y  g e t  h o m e .  B u t  w h a t  i f  t h e  j u d g e s  l i k e  b o w s ?  

P i n k  w i t h  a  r o y a l  b l u e  d r e s s !  

T h e  b u z z e r  o n  t h e  d r y e r  s o u n d s  a n d  L i n d a  G a y  p r a n c e s  o v e r  a n d  

f l i p s  b a c k ,  t h e  h o o d ,  l a y s  a  h a n d  o n  P r i s s y ' s  h e a d  a n d  s h o u t s ,  

" C h a n e l  1 ,  d a m n !  T h i s  d r y e r ' s  n o t  w o r k i n g . "  

" W h a t ? "  C h a n e l  1  w h e e l s  a r o u n d  w i t h  a  l a r g e  b l a c k  b r u s h  i n  h e r  

h a n d .  " W h a t  y o u  m e a n  n o t  w o r k i n g ? "  S h e  p a t s  P r i s s y ' s  c r o w n  o f  

r o l l e r s ,  t h e n  p e e l s  t h e  h a i r  f r o m  t h e  o n e  o n  f r o n t  a n d  t h e  h e a v y  l o c k  

u n c o i l s  l i k e  a  s n a k e  o n  P r i s s y ' s  w r i n k l e d — u p  f o r e h e a d .  S h e  w h i m p e r s ,  

s t a r t s  t o  c r y ,  t h e n  w i p e s  h e r  e y e s  w i t h  t h e  d i m p l e d  b a c k s  o f  h e r  

L / ^ j s j ^ d g y  h a n d s .  

" P i l e  o f  j u n k ! "  C h a n e l  1  s o c k s  t h e  h o o d ,  t w i s t s  t h e  k n o b s  

n o t h i n g .  " D o n ' t  w o r r y ,  b a b y , "  s h e  s a y s .  " I ' l l  d i f f u s e  i t .  I  d o  i t  a l l  

t h e  t i m e  t o  t h e  b i g  g i r l s '  h a i r . "  

C a m m i e  s u c k s  i n ,  s m i l e s ,  a n d  h e r  b r o w n  e y e s  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  s p i k e  

l i g h t .  B u n c h  o f  i d i o t s !  W h o l e  t o w n  f u l l  o f  i d i o t s  a n d  h a r d l y  w o r t h  

h e r  t i m e .  S h e  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  T e m p l e  t u r n  i n t o  a n  i d i o t  t o o .  S h e  h a s  

m a d e  u p  h e r  m i n d s  s h e  w i l l  s t a y  h e r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  l e t  

T e m p l e  s c o o p  u p  t h e  t w o  t i t l e s — b o n u s  t i m e ! — t h e n  m o v e  o n  t o  h e r  

s i s t e r  Q u i d a ' s  i n  B o u l d e r ,  C o l o r a d o ,  w h e r e  C a m m i e  h a s  h e a r d  t h a t  f o v  

t h e  r i g h t  p r i c e ,  y o u  c a n  b u y  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  w a y  i n t o  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  

y o u r  c h o i c e .  

" D i f f u s e  i t ? "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y .  " C h a n e l l ,  y o u  k n o w  b e t t e r .  A l l  

t h a t  h a i r ' s  j u s t  g o n n a  b u s h  o u t . "  
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" W e l l ,  L i n d a  G a y ,  i f  I  t r y  t o  b l o w  d r y  e a c h  c u r l e r ,  i t ' s  n o t  

g o n e  d r y  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  c o n t e s t . "  

W h a t  m a k e s  C a m m i e  c r a z y  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l a t e s t  r a g e  i n  

L i t t l e  M i s s  p a g e a n t s  i s  t h e  l i t t l e  b i g - g i r l  l o o k .  S c r u n c h e d  h a i r .  S h e  

i s  s o  h a p p y  s h e  i s  a l m o s t  c o m a t o s e ,  b u t  w h a t  i f . . . ?  

" A l l  r i g h t ,  C h a n e l  1 , "  s a y s  L i n d a  G a y ,  " I  t r u s t  y o u . -  W h a t  c h o i c e  

d o  I  h a v e ? "  S h e  g a z e s  l o n g i n g l y  a t  T e m p l e  w i t h  t h e  p i n k  b o w  a n d  

p r e c i o u s  d o .  

" T e m p l e ,  b a b y , "  s a y s  C h a n e l 1 ,  " s t e p  d o w n  f o r  a  m i n u t e ;  I ' m  n o t  

d o n e  w i t h  y o u  y e t ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  a n  e m e r g e n c y .  W h a t  t i m e  i s  i t ,  

C a m m i e ? "  

" S i x — 0 — f o u r .  B u t  n o  p r o b l e m .  W e  u n d e r s t a n d . "  

T e m p l e  i s  p l u c k i n g  a t  t h e  b o w ,  m a k i n g  m e w l i n g  s o u n d s .  

O n  t h e  p i n e  p l a n k ,  f a c i n g  t h e  m i r r o r ,  P r i s s y ,  w i t h  r e d — c r a z e d  

e y e w h i t e s ,  w a t c h e s  a s  C h a n e l  1  f l u f f s  a n d  s c r u n c h e s  a n d  d i f f u s e s  h e r  

h a i r .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  a  n e w  s t r i n g  m o p .  

" I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  C h a n e l 1 , "  L i n d a  G a y  y e l l s  a b o v e  t h e  s t o r m i n g  

d r y e r ,  " I  r e a l l y  w a n t e d  h e r  h a i r  m o r e  l i k e  T e m p l e ' s .  Y o u  k n o w  h o w  

t h e s e  j u d g e s . . « "  

" S h u t  u p ,  L i n d a  G a y , "  s a y s  C h a n e l 1 .  " Y o u  n e v e r  c a n  t e l l ,  t h e y  

m i g h t  g o  f o r  t h i s  l o o k .  P u t  h e r  o n  s o m e  m a k e ^ a n d . . . "  

" M A K E U P ! "  L i n d a  G a y  i s  " H e r  D a d d y ' 1 1  d i e ! "  

" L e t  h i m . "  C h a n e l  1  l o o k s  e l e c t r i f i e d  a s  t h e  h a i r  s w e l l s  f r o m  

l a n k ^ i r a l s  t o  s p u r t s  o f | r t n g l e t s ,  f r a m i n g  P r i s s y ' s  f a c e .  

" L i s t e n ,  P r  i s s y !  Y o u  g o t t a  h o I d  y o u r  h e a d  u p  H I G H  w i t h  a l l  t h i s  

^ ^ d r a i r p  Q ? \ d  l o o k  s a s s y ,  s l i n g  i t .  Y o u ' r e  g o n e  b e  a  k n o c k o u t . "  

Daugharty 13 



Chanel 1 steps back with the diffuser aimed at the whole child in 
/ JlAf\JLd̂  f 

the mirror and the silver tinsel t tJ* m h l n rl r. ties. "Look at that 

little figure, will you," she says to convince Linda Gay that the 

1ittle-big-girl look will do. 

"Would you want all the big boys ogling your little girl?" 

"Shut up, Linda Gay," says Chanel 1, blowing and scrunching 

F'rissy's hair again. "I know what I'm doing. There's a first time for 

everything. This time next year, every little girl in Swanoochee 

County'11 be wearing their hair this way." 

"And looking like hussies," cries Linda Gay. "Daddy's gone have 

a heart attack." 

Sitting in the dryer chair with Temple on her lap, Cammie begins 

frantically brushing her wispy hair, sweeping it back into a french 

twist and yanking at her bangs to make them look fuller. Standing 

with one arm hooked around Temple's waist, dummy—fashion, Cammie 

reaches for the hair spray can on the counter and locks eyes in the 

mirror with the other child—a doll she would like to break. 

Chanel 1 speaks to Prissy now. "You .just wait and see if you 

don't win tonight, Priss. You .just. wait. Then you tell everybody it 

was Miss Chanel 1 made you a winner." Then to Linda Gay, who is 

walking the floor and mumbling, "You want a bow or not?" 

"I reckon," says Linda Gay, posing breathless and repentant 

before Chanel 1. "But I lied about her dress being pink. It's royal 

blue with a silver net overskirt." 
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