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T h e  F i r s t  N u d i s t  

I t  w a s  t h e  s u m m e r  a f t e r  t h e  s p r i n g  t h a t  m y  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  a n d  I  

w e n t  t o  v i s i t  G r a n s a l l i e  i n  F l o r i d a  a n d  a l m o s t  s t a r v e d  t o  d e a t h  o n  

o n e  o f  h e r  l o w - c a l o r i e  d i e t s ,  w h i c h  I  p r e f e r  t o  r e m e m b e r  a s  a  k i n d  o f  

p r e - E a s t e r  f a s t i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a d m i t  t h a t  m y  g r a n d m o t h e r  h a d  o n c e  

a q a i n  f a i l e d . .  T o  m e ,  s h e  w a s  p r o u d l y  s t o u t  a n d  o l d — s e e m i n g  i n  h e r  

f i f t i e s ,  c o r s e t e d  a n d  c a u s t i c ,  a  s t a t e  g r a n d l y  l e n d i n g  t o  a u t h o r i t y  

t h a t  t o d a y  w o u l d  e a r n  a  w o m a n  t h e  t i t l e  o f  l o u d — m o u t h e d  s l o b *  A n d  i t  

w a s  s e v e r a l  s u m m e r s  a f t e r  t h e  s u m m e r  w h e n  G r a n s a l l i e  h a u l e d  u s  o t f  t o  

F l o r i d a  o n  a  h u n t  f o r  k i n  a n d  h a p p e n e d  u p  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  s t r a n g e r s  

a n d ,  o u t  o f  s t u b h o r n e s s ,  p r e t e n d e d  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s  s t r a i g h t  t h e y  w e r e  

o u r  c o u s i n s .  

J u l y ,  1 9 6 0 ,  t o  b e  e x a c t ,  t h o u g h  w h e n  r e m e m b e r i n g  G r a n s a l l i e ,  w h a t  

m a r k s  t i m e  i n  m y  m i n d  i s  u s u a l l y  s o m e  d i s a s t e r  c a r  w r e c k s  a n d  

g e t t i n g  s t o m a c h - a c h i n g  l o s t  a n d  t a c t l e s s  r e m a r k s  m a d e  t o  p e o p l e  w h o  

w o u l d n ' t  s p e a k  t o  h e r  a g a i n  i f  s h e  t o l d  t h e m  s h e  w a s  f r o m  t h e  T V  

s h o w ,  T h e  M i 1 1 i o n a i r e »  

F a m i 1 y — r e u n i o n  t i m e «  S o u t h e a s t  G e o r  g i a  *  W r i g h t  s  L  h a p e 1 »  

B e t t e r  t i m e s  a h e a d  b u t  e n o u g h  g o o d  t i m e s  b e h i n d  t o  w a r r a n t  s w e a t i n g  

o u t  o n e  w h o l e ,  h o t ,  g n a t - s w a r m y  d a y  t r y i n g  t o  o u t - t a l k  a n d  o u t - e a t  

a l l  t h e  W a l k e r s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s  t o  W a l k e r s  i n  t h e  s c r e e n e d  d i n i n g  



shel ter  over look ing the Walker  graveyard (graveyard:  humbler  than a 

cemetery) .  

Gransal l ie ,  in  one o f  her  f lower-spr igged dresses and s i lver  set  

ha i r ,  was a lways more congenia l ,  less apt  to  hur t  fee l ings,  before 

she a te  and whi le  she a te-  I  watched her  ga i ly  parading the a is le  

between two lunch—room s ty le  tab les,  scooping cake and p ie  s l ices 

that  would end up puddled on her  p la te  in  the ge la t inous gravy o f  

ch icken and dumpl ings,  a  d ish now hav ing been thoroughly  tasted and 

tested—dumpl ings overcooked—and wondered how long i t  would take her  

to  f ind out  that  her  favor i te  n iece,  Ophel ia ,  f rom Miami ,  F lor ida,  

who she yd long he ld  up as an example o f  c lean l iv ing and 

indust r iousness,  had been caught  swimming naked wi th  her  boyf r iend in  

the bapt ism hole o f  the Alapaha River ,  located a shor t  Sunday walk  

down a  woods path east  o f  the l i t t le  country  church-

News o f  the scandal  was spreading l ike sp i l led Je l lo ,  and my 

cous in  Mary Grace and my s is ter  Maggie were he lp ing i t  mel t -  I  

should go ahead and te l l  Gransal l ie ,  before she got  fu l l  and cross,  

that  her  favor i te  n iece a lso was l i v ing at  a  nudis t  camp- But  to  

te l l  Gransal l ie  now,  I  would have to  speak too loud over  the ch iming 

o f  meta l ,  g lass and ice,  and jabber ing l ike ha i l  on a  brush arbor  

tent -  Bes ides,  I  didn ' t  want  to  be in  the l ine of  sp i t  when 

Gransal l ie  found out .  And,  have no doubts  about  i t ,  she would f ind 

out» 

Soppy paper  p la te  bowed wi th  sugary desser ts ,  she p icked her  way 

among the p lague of  Walkers—pious men in  s tarched sh i r ts  and p lump 

women w i th  babies on the i r  h ips—headed for  the bench on the nor th  

end o f  the d in ing ha l l  where Ophel ia  sat  w i th  a p la te  on her  lap and 
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her long auburn hair over her eyes- Fork raised to her mouth with a 

nervous sliver of chocolate cream pie. Gransal lie wedged between one 

of her sisters and famished Ophelia in a sheer green puckered shift 

and gold earrings peeping from that screen of hair- Between bites, 

Gransa'll ie would pleat Ophelia's skirt on her knee or pat her hand or 

tuck her hair behind one ear- You could figure when Gransallie was 

getting on to Ophelia for being too skinny, because she would lean 

left and gaze down at Ophelia's snake waist and shake her head—I 

guess Gransallie couldn't tell Ophelia wasn't wearing a bra. Then 

she was up and off to get some more banana pudding for Ophelia-

Like Christ bestowing blessings on the multitudes, Gransallie 

would wave her fork over the heavenly throng of Walkers, sometimes 

singling out and signaling one over to kneel before Ophelia—former 

Christmas angel in coathanger wings for the church play—while behind 

her, Ophelia's boyfriend, in hacked off denim shorts and Jesus 

sandals, picnicked alone under sacred shade of the great liveoak-

If Gransallie should turn, if she should look through the 

screen, she wonId behold the hoyfriend with hair a little 1 onger, a 

little stronger than Ophelia's, but with the same oxblood ruff and 

br ownish r oot s- Cen t er ed on his hair1 ess, muse1e—bunched ch est, 1ik e 

a surgeon's tarqet, was a vein—blue heart. He looked eyeless behind 

the lens of his silver sunshades that bounced off warped images of 

sunned tombstones and pines, Uncle E*ud in bib overalls and Aunt Hilda 

in her church dress-

I was used to seeing men at reunions, or any other gathering, go 

out and stand around their true ks, kicking tires to check for air 

leaks, or cleaning their nails with their pocketknives, while the 
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women inside gabbed and worried with babies. But Ophelia's fellow 

wasn't doing any of that; he was propped proudly on the trunk of his 

red Corvette with his long baked legs turned out and his hook nose 

turned under, eyeing us all as if we were the freaks. 

Knowing Ophelia and her boyfriend were nudists, which could bear 

up under .just about any definition, I seemed to see more skin folds 

than were showing, to smell ripe musk rinsed with sweat, and hear 

alien whispers I couldn't give source to. Ophelia had covered her 

nudism pretty well, I supposed, but her boyfriend reminded me of one 

of the circus people who stopped off in Cornerville each summer and 

set up on the vacant lot in front of the Baptist church. People we 

ogled while standing in line before marching in for Bible School. 

People we prayed for but didn't mean it. 

Why had Ophelia brought him? (It was obvious why she hadn't 

introduced him.) What would Gransallie say when she saw him? Why, 

on one hand, did Gransallie seem to see everything, then on the other 

hand seem to miss what was right before her eyes? 

No matter. I could rest now. Glass bowls of field peas and 

butterbeans were filming over with pot liquor; rose crescents on bone 

platters were peeking through eyes of roast beef fat. Fried chicken 

wings and necks were scattered on dishes of crust bark. The women 

were boxing up leftovers to take home for supper. Babies fussing, 

fisting gnats from their eyes; boy cousins wearing wood buttons of 

watermellon seeds on their bare bellies. And Gransallie and her 

sisters were strolling toward the graveyard for their annual cry-in 

over the graves of their mama and daddy, strolling right past the 

nudists folding into their slooped red Corvette and circling the sin-

c hr i st ened oak. 
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G r a n s a l l i e  d i d n ' t  k n o w .  S h e  w o u l d  n e v e r  k n o w .  I _  w o u l d  n e v e r  

k n o w .  T h e  n u d i s t s  w e r e  g o n e .  W e  w e r e  g o i n g .  W h i l e  G r a n s a l l i e  w a s  

k i s s i n g  h e r  s i s t e r s ,  M a r y  G r a c e ,  M a g g i e  a n d  I  c a r t e d  c a r d b o a r d  b o x e s  

W a k i n q  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  I ' d  s e e n  m y  d a d d y  o u t  c h e c k i n g  G r a n s a l l i e ' s  

r  s ,  y ~  f o r  s i  q n s  o f  h e r  l a t e s t  w r e c k .  A n  o d d  1  i f t  t o  t h e  1  i p  o f  h e p  v  

f r o n t  b u m p e r ,  a  n e w  d i n g  l i k e  a n  e y e  i n  t h e  l e f t  d o o r ,  a  c u r i o u s  d i p  

i n  t h e  r o o f  t h a t  d i d n ' t  f i g u r e  u n l e s s  s h e  h a d  r o l l e d  t h e  c a r .  D i d  h e  

p l a n  s o m e d a y  t o  c o n f r o n t  h e r  w i t h  a l l  t h e  e v i d e n c e ,  r n a y b e  t a k e  a w a y  

t h e  c a r  t h a t  s y m b o l i z e d  h e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  h e r  s t r i k i n g  o u t  f r o m  t h e  

f a r m  t o  w o r k  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e  a t  t h e  F l o r i d a  E a s t  C o a s t  h o s p i t a l  

i n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ?  M a y b e  h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  t a l l y  s h e e t  o f  

a c c u m u l a t i n g  d i p s  a n d  d i n g s  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  s h e  s t a r t e d  l o a d i n g  u s  u p  

f o r  o n e  o f  h e r  " e d u c a t i o n a l  t r i p s "  t o  F l o r i d a .  W e  c o u l d  b e  h a l f - d e a d  

f r o m  s o m e  w r e c k ,  w a l k i n g  d a z e d  a n d  b l e e d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  

O r l a n d o  o r  T a m p a ,  b u t  w e  w o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  L o n g  a s  w e  c o u l d  c a t c h  a  

r i d e  p a s t  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  C o r n e r v i l l e ,  G e o r g i a ,  l o n g  a s  w e  w e r e  

q o i n g ,  w e  d i d n ' t  c a r e  w h e r e  o r  w h a t  s h a p e  w e  w o u l d  b e  i n  w h e n  w e  g o t  

t h e r e .  

H o t  w i n d  b a t t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n d o w s  o f  t h e  B e l a i r ,  G r a n s a l l i e  

' w i t h  h e r  b e a u t y — p a r  1  o r  s e t  h a i r  . d r o v e ,  u p -  t h e  w o o d e d  l a n e  t o  t h e  f o r k  

o f  t h e  n e x t  d i r t  r o a d ,  t u r n i n g  r i g h t  a l o n g  f i e l d s  o f  h e a t — w r u n g  g r e e n  

c o r n ,  a n d  a u g e r i n g  e a s t  i n t o  t h e  f l a t w o o d s  o f  S w a n o o c h e e  b o u n t y .  

T a l k i n g ,  t a l k i n g ,  a s  i f  s h e ' d  b e e n  l e f t  s w i t c h e d  o n ;  R e u n i o n  

S t a t i o n .  R e h a s h i n q  t h e  d a y — w h o l e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  r e p l a y e d  b e e w e e n  

e m p t y  d i s h e s  f r o m  t h e  T a i l  t o  G r a n s a l l i e ' s  b u n g e d ~ u p  g r e e n  

B e l  a i r .  
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a n d  O p h e l i a ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  s i g n  l a n g u a g e — t h e  f o d d e r  s h e  w o u l d  f e e d  

o n  t i l l  n e x t  J u l y -  A u n t  W a n n i e  M a e  c o u l d  r e s t  i n  p e a c e  k n o w i n g  s h e ' d  

r a i s e d  s u c h  a  f i n e  d a u g h t e r s  f i r s t - g r a d e  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  f o r  D a d e  

C o u n t y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  c h o i r  m e m b e r  a t  t h e  F i r s t  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  

e n g a g e d  t o  a n  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t .  

a r y  G r a c e  i n  t h e  r e a r  v i e w  m i r r o r ,  " l e t  O p h e l i a  b e  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  

y o u  c o u l d  t u r n  o u t -  H e a r ? "  

" Y e s  m a  ' a m , "  t h e y  s a i d .  

H e r  b r o w n  e y e s  t u r n e d  o n  m e -  " Y e s  m a * a m , "  I  s a i d -

T h e n  s h e  t o l d  u s  w h y  a g a i n ,  l e t t i n g  t h e  B e l a i r  t u r n  w h e r e  i t  

w o u l d -  J u s t  k e e p i n g  i t  b e t w e e n  t h e  d i t c h e s ,  y o u  m i g h t  s a y -  W h y  m y  

d a d d y  d i d n ' t  c o m e  t o  t h e  r e u n i o n  w a s  a  " m y s H r y "  t o  h e r .  I  c o u l d  

t e l l  h e r -  I  c o u l d  t e l l  h e r  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  t o ,  h e  s a i d -  N o t h i n g  

h e ' d  h a v e  l i k e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  s p e n d i n g  h i s  o n l y  d a y  o f f  i n  W a l k e r  

h e l l !  T h e n  s h e  w o u l d  s a y  h e  h a t e d  h e r  f o r  l e a v i n g  t h e  f a r m ,  t h e n  s h e  

w o u l d  c r y ,  t h e n  s h e  w o u l d  s t a r t  i n  o n  h o w  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  m a d e  

s o m e t h i n g  o u t  o f  h i m s e l f ,  g o n e  t o  c o l l e g e — a n y  d e g r e e  w o u l d  d o ,  a n y  

t i t l e  o t h e r  t h a n  " f a r m e r " — w h i c h  w o u l d  l e a d  b a c k  i n t o  t a l k  o f  t h e  

r e u n i o n  a n d  w h o  a m o n g  t h e  W a l k e r  c l a n  h a d  g o n e  a w a y  a n d  m a d e  g o o d  

s i n c e  l a s t  y e a r -  O p h e l i a ,  o f  c o u r s e .  

G r a n s a l  l i e  w a s  a l s o  b i g  o n  " f i r s t s " s  f i r s t  m a n  o n  t h e  m o o n ,  

f i r s t  w o m a n  t o  f l y ?  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  n u r s e .  

H i s t o r i c a l  t i d b i t s  g a r n e r e d  f r o m  R e a d e r s  D i q e s t  a n d  T V -  S h e ' d  j u s t  

b o u g h t  u s  a  T V ,  o u r  f i r s t .  

o u  g i r l s ,  "  T J *  a i  i s d l  1  l e  s a i d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a d d r e s s i n g  M a g g i e  a n d  
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W i n d i n g  d o w n  n o w ,  t h o u g h  t h e  B e l  a i r  w a s  w i n d i n g  u p  o n  t h e  s a m e  

d u s t y  l o n e s o m e  r o a d s ,  Q r a n s a l l i e  b e g a n  e y e b a l l i n g  t h e  s u n  w a l l o w i n g  

l o w  o v e r  t h e  p i n e  t o p s .  S h o u l d  w e  b e  h e a d i n g  s o u t h : - '  S h o u l d n ' t  w e  

h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h e  h i g h w a y  b y  n o w ?  T w e n t y  m i n u t e s  c o m i n g  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  

a n d  a n  h o u r  g o i n g  t h i s  e v e n i n g ?  I  c o u l d  a l m o s t  h e a r  h e r  m i n d  

c l i c k i n g  o f f  q u e s t i o n s ,  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  r e v e a l  h e r  m a i n  w e a k n e s s -

— c o n f u s i o n — q u e s t i o n s  n e v e r  t o  f o e  a s k e d  o u t  1 o u d .  

I  l o o k e d  b a c k  a t  t h e  p o w d e r y  r o l l  o f  p i n k i s h  d u s t ,  a t  l i a r y  

G r a c e ,  o n  t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  d o z i n g  w i t h  h e r  s h e e r  l i p s  p a r t e d .  M a g g i e  

w i t h  h e r  f a w n  h a i r  b l o w i n g — c h i l d i s h  r i n g l e t s  n o w  r e l a x e d  i n t o  s p i r a l  

w a v e s — w a s  s n a p p i n g  g u m  a n d  g a z i n g  o u t  t h e  o t h e r  w i n d o w .  L a r d b o a r d  

b o x e s  c r a m m e d  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  T h e y  w e r e  w e a r i n g  i d e n t i c a l  n a v y  p r i n t  

d r e s s e s  w i t h  g a t h e r e d  s k i r t s  a n d  f r o t h i n g  w h i t e  c r i n o l i n e s .  L o n g  a ^ -

t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g ,  t h e y  d i d n y t  c a r e  w h e r e  o r  w h a t  s h a p e ^ f ^ ^ w u u  1  d  b e  i n  

w h e n  w e  g o t  t h e r e .  

G r a n s a l l i e  w a s  s i l e n t  n o w ,  t h i n k i n g ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  c o u p l e  o f  

m i l e s ,  b r a k e d  a n d  b a c k e d  i n t o  t h e  r i g h t  d i t c h ,  s p u n  o u t  a n d  p o i n t e d  

t h e  B e l  a i r  n o r t h ,  p l o w i n g  t h r o u g h  h e r  o w n  d u s t .  

A t  t h e  n e x t  f o r k ,  s h e  t u r n e d  w e s t ,  b a c k t r a c k i n g  o v e r  t h e  

B e l a i r y s  t r a c k s  a n d  m e e t i n g  t h e  s u n  n o w  s l a n t i n g  l a z i l y  t h r w u g h  t h e  

p i n e  n e e d l e s .  A  l o w  w h i t e  h o u s e  w i t h  a  h o g  p e n  o n  o n e  e n d  o f  t h e  

f r o n t  y s ^ r d u  A  f a t  m a n  i n  a  w h i t e  t - s h i r t  w a t c h i n g  t h e  l o n e  c a r  a s  i f  

i t  w e r e  a  f l y i n g  s a u c e r .  

" I  t h i n k  w e  o u g h t  a  s t o p ,  G r a n s a l l i e ,  1 1  I  s a i d .  " A s k  t h a t  m a n .  .  .  

" H u h ! "  s h e  s a i d ,  d r i v i n g .  " W h a t  w o u l d  h e  k n o w ? "  
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We had already juddered past him anyway, heating up the road 

rough as a railroad track, toward a deadend wall of blackgums draped 

in vines. Right or left? Right. Shooting straight east through 

stripes of sun. 

"Uh huh!" she said, sitting high behind the wheel of the 

Bel air. "I got it now. This is where I oughta turned in the first 

pi ace." 

Ahead, another dust ribbon unraveled from a side road and 

whorlec! behind another automobile, indistinguishable in the dust-

cloud making up and parting and powdering the palmettoes and myrtle 

bushes where katydids stashed their shrieks. Gransallie stepped on 

the gas with her square-toed bone shoe. (She owned three pairs of 

the same style of shoess black, for winter; white for spring and 

summer; and bone for autumn—a true sign that summer was turning to 

autumn when she began wearing the bone shoes on linking weekend 

visits to Georgia.) She was either trying to overtake the automobile 

ahead or follow it out of the woods. Getting closer, close, dust 

furling like smoke over the hood of the Belair, sifting inside and 

coating the lens of Gransallie?s blue-plastic framed glasses. 

"Move over, Buddy," she said, peering into the dust. So, she was 

trying to pass. Out to show "Buddy" that she knew her way around, 

that this woman behind him was no stranger to these woods, that this 

woman—driver was no average woman-driver. Daddy's fault. 

Suddenly, with one swift inward-driving whoomp and a series of 

rattles, like Coke bottles dumped from a crate, all motion ceased 

except for the dust and bodies shot forward like dummies from cannons 

and cardboard boxes pitching dishes while remaining right side up. 

Gransal1ie's glasses rocked to the tip of her nose, and Mary Grace 
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m 
s p r a w l e d  a c r o s s  m y  l a p ,  l i k e  a  d o g  c o o l i n g  i t s  b e l l y  i n  t h e  d i r t -

G r a n s a l 1 i e ? s  i m p o r t a n t  t r i a n g u l a r  b o n e  p o c k e t b o o k ,  o n  t h e  h u m p  o f  t h e  

f r o n t  f l o o r ,  w a s  s p i t t i n g  u p  c h a n g e  a n d  p e n s  a n d  r e c e i p t s  a n d  

l e t t e r s .  T h e  b a c k  o f  m y  h e a d  t h r o b b e d  f r o m  b e i n g  c r a c k e d  l i k e  a n  e g g  

a g a i n s t  M a g g i e * s  f o r e h e a d ?  m y  t o n g u e  s t u n g ,  t a s t e d  o f  o r a n g e  K o o l -

a i d -  A  w h i t e  p l a t t e r ,  s h e e n y  w i t h  c h i c k e n  g r e a s e ,  w a s  s h e l v e d  n e a t l y  

b e t w e e n  m y  s e a t  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  d o o r «  

I n  t h e  d u s t  s c r i m  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n d s h i e l d ,  I  s p i e d  a  m a n  

m a t e r i a l i z i n g  b e h i n d  a  r e d  C o r v e t t e ,  l i k e  t h e  d e v i l  w a d i n g  t h r o u g h  

t h e  s u 1 f u r  f i r e s  o f  h e l l s  l o n g  b r o o m e d  h a i r  a n d  r a i s i n  s k i n ,  t h e  

s h a d e  o f  w h i c h  c a r r i e d  s e a m l e s s l y  d o w n  t o  a  f l a r e  o f  d a r k  h a i r »  T h a t  

b r u i s e - b 1 u e  h e a r t  t a t t o o ,  c e n t e r  c h e s t ,  l i k e  a  S w a s t i k a -

" H e y ,  l a d y ! "  h e  y e l l e d ,  h e a d i n g  f o r  G r a n s a l 1 i e y  s  s i d e  o f  t h e  

c a r -  " A n y b o d y  h u r t ? "  

"  I -  u h - -  -  ,  "  s a i d  G r  a n s a l  l i e ,  d a z e d l y  g a z i n g  d o w n  a t  h e r  

p o c k e t b o o k ,  t h e n  a t  u s -  " Y o u  y o u n g u n s  h u r t ? "  s h e  a s k e d -

M a r y  G r a c e ,  w i t h  h e r  h a n d  c a p p e d  o v e r  h e r  n o s e  t o  c a t c h  t h e  

b l o o d ,  s h o o k  h e r  h e a d  n o -  W e  a l l  s a i d  n o ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  d u s t  c l e a r e d ,  

; h e  m a n  h a d  a  g u n -

s c r a m o i  m g  t o w a r d  m e  a n a  n a r y  u r  d t t :  w x t , n  n w r  J.  t r «  c * r m  o v e r  h e r  e y e s ,  

y a n k i n g  o n  t h e  d o o r  h a n d l e  a n d  s h o v i n g  u s  o u t .  

I  t u m b l e d  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  s a n d w i c h e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  c h i c k e n  p l a t t e r  

b e n e a t h  m e  a n d  M a r y  G r a c e  o n  t o p  o f  m e ,  a n d  l a y  w a i t i n g  w h i l e  

G r a n s a l l i e  s n a t c h e d  M a g g i e  w i t h  h e r  h a n d  o n  h e r  f o r e h e a d  f r o m  t h e  

b a c k  s e a t  a n d  M a r y  G r a c e  w i t h  h e r  h a n d  o v e r  h e r  n o s e  f r o m  o n  t o p  o f  

m e ,  a l l  o f  t h e m  t r o o p i n g  o v e r  m e  l i k e  a  d i t c h  r a m p  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  

w o o d s -  G r a n s a l l i e  s e n t  t h e m  r u n n i n g  w i t h  s l a p s  o n  t h e i r  h i n d s i d e s ,  

a n d  b e g a n  
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then reached down and yanked me to my feet and sent me trotting after 

them into cat—claw briars and gallberry bushes and rustling 

pal mettoes that reminded me to look out for snakes. Mary Grace and 

Maggie were loping zigzag down rows of tall yellow pines and 

starveling scruhoaks. Mute faces shadow-stippled by pine fronds, and 

full skirts whipping at their quick white legs. 

Behind us, the man kept yelling, "Wait! Hey, where are you 

going?" 

I looked back and saw Cousin Ophelia step out of the Corvette on 

the other sides boyish breasts and legs, legs, legs, green dress 

fanning out the door. 

"Don't look," said Gransallie, behind me, "run." 

Now and then I'd hear her stumble and grunt, up-grunts and down-

grunts, but she was keeping pace with me, though I must admit at 

times I was lagging—I had to tell her, I had to stop her. What if 

she had a heart attack? She was running faster than I'd ever 

believed possible. How many times had we ambled behind her along 

some Florida beach, down the streets of Bt. Augustine, gaining a 

seaward surfer or a city block every hour or so? 

"Lord, younguns, he's subject to...kill us," she shouted now, 

breathing hard with briars tearing at her blue-sprigged dress and 

thick stockings rolled at the knees. 

£ bad to tell her, I had to tell her that the man was almost her 

own kin by marriage. But I kept galloping ahead, listening to the 

her panting behind, to the man yelling for us to wait. "Gransallie, 

wait," I said, licking sweat. 

Daugharty 10 



" D o n ' t  s a y  n o t h i n g , "  s h e  s a i d ,  s h o v i n g  m e  o v e r  a  g o p h e r  h o l e  

w i t h  a  m o u n d  o f  e x c a v a t e d  r a w  s a n d  i n  m y s t e r i o u s  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  

r i c h  l o a m y  w o o d s  f l o o r -  " J u s t  r u n ,  h o n e y .  I  b e e n  o u t  i n  t h e  w o r l d ?  I  

k n o w  h i s  k i n d . "  

I  s t a r t e d  t o  t e l l  h e r  a g a i n ,  b u t  w h a t  c a m e  o u t  i n s t e a d  w a s ,  

" G r a n s a l l i e ,  t h e r e ' s  a  w o m a n  w i t h  h i m . "  I ' d  d e l a y  t a i n t i n g  t h e  

b l e s s e d  W a l k e r  n a m e  a s  l o n g  a s  I  c o u l d .  

" Y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  s u g a r . . . t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  g o  o n .  I  s e e n  i t  a l l  

s i n c e  I  b e e n  w t x t r  i W o m e n  t o o ,  a l l  k i n d s .  C r a z y  p e o p l e  

e v e r y w h e r e . "  

S h e  h a z e d  m e  o n  t o w a r d  a  c y p r e s s  s l e w  w h e r e  m y  s i s t e r  a n d  c o u s i n  

w e r e  h o o f i n g  t h r o u g h  r o k y  b l a c k  w a t e r ,  f e e t  s u c k i n g  i n  t h e  r o o t y -

s m e l l i n g  m u d  a n d  k n e e s  j a c k i n g  h i g h  a r o u n d  c y p r e s s  k n e e s  a n d  

t u s s o c k s .  S k i r t s  a n d  c r i n o l i n e s  t r a i l i n g  o v e r  f e l t y  g r e e n  d u c k  w e e d ,  

l e v e l  a s  a  p a s t u r e .  

" G e t  u p  t h e r e ! "  s a i d  G r a n s a l l i e ,  a s  i f  s h e  w e r e  d r i v i n g  a  t e a m  o f  

m u l e s .  S h e ' d  d o n e  t h a t  t o o .  

" B u t ,  G r a n s a l l i e , "  I  s a i d ,  t u r n i n g  t o  g a z e  a t  h e r  s t r a n g e  

r a d d l e d  f a c e ,  " w e  g o n e  g e t  l o s t  o u t  h e r e .  W e  a l r e a d y  a r e  1 o s t . "  

" K e e p  m o v i n g . "  S h e  m o v e d  m e .  

" G r a n s a l l i e , "  I  s a i d ,  h a n g i n g  b a c k  t o  j o g  a l o n g s i d e .  " W a i t .  I  

g o t t a  t e l l  y o u  s o m e t h i n g . "  

S h e  t r o t t e d  a h e a d ,  l i f t e d  h e r  s k i r t  a n d  w a d e d  i n t o  t h e e  s l e w ,  m u d  

s w e l l i n g  u p  t o  h e r  f a t  w h i t e  k n e e  c a p s .  A b o v e  t h e  b l a c k  w a t e r ,  t i n y  

s u l p h u r  b u t t e r f l i e s  t a n g l e d  l i k e  k i t e s  o n  s t r i n g s .  " T e l l  i t  w h i l e  

w e ' r e  r u n n i n g , "  s h e  s a i d .  
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"That's your own kin, Gransallie," I shouted from the hanks. 

"That's Cousin Ophelia and her boyfriend." 

Shortened by the mud bog, she stopped with her back to me, 

wheeled and held out both hands. "Hush your mouth!" 

The mud stopped burbling, water blisters popped. A lone cricket 

chirred. Maggie and Mary Grace posed as if for pictures before a 

palisade of likewise f1 are-skirted cypresses. I had loaned Mary 

Grace my dress from the set Maggie and I had bought at the Smart & 

Thrifty, in Valdosta, when we had gone through a stage of wanting to 

look alike. Now it was ruineds muddy, ripped, bedraggled. 

"Yes ma'am," I said. "I'm telling you the truth. I seen him at 

the reunion today. Her and him together." I kept adding on because 

Gransallie kept standing there with her mouth open. I had to make 

her speak. I had to make her see that a Walker could sin and be 

saved like anybody else. I didn't dare say the word "nudist", which 

now seemed maybe a condition they couldn't help, or a form of 

religion. No need telling about them practicing their particular 

persuasion in the baptismal waters of the Alapaha. 

But Maggie did, with relish and mud on her batting lashes. 

" Th ey was sw i mm i n g n e k k i d t h e r i ver , Gransallie, " sh e sa i d . 

"Everybody at the reunion was talking about it. Said they live at a 

Miami nudist camp." Enough of Ophelia the saint! 

Gransallie dropped her skirt over her muddy knees, and I figured 

she 'was getting set to run again. 
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" C o m e  o n ,  y o u n g u n s , "  s h e  s a i d ,  s l o g g i n g  f r o m  t h e  s l e w ,  u p  t h e  

b a n k  s ,  t r a m p i n g  b a c k  t h e  w a y  w e  h a d  c o m e  w i t h  u s  t r a c k i n g  h e h i n d  w i t h  

w i d e  i n n o c e n t  e y e s .  M a r y  G r a c e ' s  b l e e d i n g  n o s e  h a d  l e f t  a  H a n s e l  a n d  

G r e t e l  t r a i l  o n  b r i a r s  a n d  d o g  f e n n e l s  a n d  m y r t l e s .  

" W a i t  t i l l  I  g e t  m y  h a n d s  o n  t h a t  g i r l y "  G r a n s a l l i e  s a i d y  

m u m b l i n g  h e r  m a d  w a y  t o w a r d  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  y e l l s  o f  t h e  c o u p l e .  o h e  

s t o p p e d  o n c e  a n d  b r o k e  a  d o g  f e n n e l  a n d  b e g a n  s t r i p p i n g  i t s  l e v  n y  

d i l l  l e a v e s  w h i l e  s h e  w a l k e d .  

S h e  y e l l e d  t h r o u g h  a  m e g a p h o n e  o f  h a n d s  t o w a r d  t h e  o r a n g e  v a n  

s h i n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  p i n e s .  " Y o u  b e t t e r  g e t  r e a d y y  O p h e l i a ;  I ' m  

c o m i n g . "  

T h e y  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  d i t c h y  d r e s s e d  i n  t h e i r  

r e u n i o n  o u t f i t s ,  w i d e - e y e d  a s  w e  w e r e .  

" D o n ' t  t h i n k  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  a b o u t  y o u ,  y o u n g  l a d y , "  G r a n s a l l i e  

s a i d ,  s t r e t c h i n g  o n e  m u d d y  s t o u t  l e g  a c r o s s  t h e  d i t c h .  

O p h e l i a  o f f e r e d  h e r  h a n d .  G r a n s a l l i e  r e f u s e d  i t ,  p l a c e d  b o t h  

h a n d s  o n  h e r  l e a d  t h i g h  a n d  h e a v e d  a c r o s s  w i t h  a  c a t e r p i l l a r  l i k e  a  

f a n c y  b a r r e t t e  i n  h e r  h a i r .  

T h e  a n  t  h r  o p o l  o c j  i  s t  s t u c k  o u t  h i s  h a n d  t o o .  S h e  r e f u s e d  i t .  

D i d n ' t  e v e n  l o o k  h i s  w a y ,  j u s t  s e t  h e r  b r o w n  e y e s  o n  O p h e l i a  a n d  k e p t  

h e r  b r o w n  e y e s  o n  O p h e l i a .  S h e  h i e d  t h e  s w i t c h ,  s h a k i n g  i ^  u n d e r  

O p h e l i a ' s  h a r d  d o l l  n o s e .  T h a t  r a p t  f a c e .  

" H o w  c o m e  y o u  s h o w i n g  y o u r  p r i v a t e s  a l l  o v e r  F l o r i d a  a n d  

G e o r q i a ?  H o w  c o m e  y o u  h a n g i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h  t h a t  :  

" T h i s  i s  R o b ,  G r a n s a l l i e ,  m y  f i a n c e . "  

W e  h o p e d  o v e r  t h e  d i t c h ,  c l o s i n g  i n  f o r  t h e  s w i t c h i n g .  W e - d  

e a r n e d  i t .  
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"And whaty s he doing with his hair growed out like a woman?" 

"He likes it that way, 8ransal1ie*" 

"How come?" 

"It's the in-thing» In Miami*" 

"Miami, my hind leg- I reckon running around nekkid's the in-

thinQ too, huh?" She hacked Ophelia to the right side of the red 

ar, while the strong-eyed anthropologist walked to the rear ^4—h i z * 

^ar and bent- down to straighten his folded license plate, then 

strided to the driver's side and got in, shaking his head- His eyes, 

without the sunglasses, were the same lead shade as the lens-

"We were just swimming in the river, Gransallie- You know, like 

me and you and Mama used to do behind Grandpa Walkers' place- I 

swear «- »" 

"Don't you dare swear- Your mama'll roll over in her grave-" 

"Yes ma?am." 

"How come you to hide him from me at the reunion?" Gransallie 

sucked in to get her wind-

"I remembered how you are..-how Mama said you were-" 

"And how was that?" c ^ 

"Well"—Ophelia leaned he car—"she said you were sort 

of.«-set in your ways-" 

The anthropologist sat rubbing the steering wheel. "Get in, 

Ophelia," he said, "let's go." 

She opened her door and sat with her feet still on the ground 

and Gransallie standing before her- "I kind of thought you'd be more 

open-minded since you moved to Florida," Ophelia said. 
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11 Qpen~-rn :i- nded? I' m p 1 ent y open-minded „ .j net not about sw i mm i ng 

nekkid and running with trash.» «" 

"Rob. You'd like Rob if you'd get to know him. I was hoping 

you'd get t o know him." 

"Let's goy Ophelia,," said the anthropologist. 

Gransallie glanced at us, then shooed us toward the Bel air. 

One thing Gransallie hated more than sin was being made a fool 

of. She'd missed some cue in her silver head. She'd been duped. 

Still she withheld her eyes from the man; it was Cousin Ophelia who 

had shamed the Walkers, dead and alive. 

"I been hearing about such but I never expected I'd live to see 

(.(fief of my own kin...̂ *̂ *̂  1/v.wr-

We wanted to know too. Hoped/) ^Soul/dnM; drive off till 

Ophelia answered. Hoped he wouldn't leave till Gransallie had her 

say, because she might chase after i f he did, leaving Maggie 

who'd been getting driving lessons from Gransallie, to drive us home 

We listened, we didn't breathe. We watched, we couldn't hear. 

Gransallie would shake her head, then nod, then look at us, I guess 

on the good parts, to see if we'd heard. 

Daddy would love this. 

"What you reckon she's telling Gransallie?" said Maggie to Mary 

Grace, all three of us in the front seat with Gransallie's sick 

pocketbook and the reunion refuse. 

"I bet she's telling all about what fun it is to swim nekkid, 

don't you?" 

"I think Gransallie's getting to know him," I said, and they 

shrunk me with correcting looks. 
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" I  b e t  i t ' s  a l l  a b o u t  l i v i n g  a t  a  n u d i s t  c a m p ,  1 1  s a i d  M a g g i e .  

" W h a t  i f  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  b a t h i n g ? "  I  p r e s s e d  m y  h e a d  b a c k  o n  t h e  

s e a t ,  w a t c h i n g  t h e  s u n  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n d s h i e l d  o o z e  o f f  t h e  e d g e  o f  

t h e  w o r l d .  

I  w o u l d  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  n u d i s t  c a m p s  a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  i n  t h e  

c o u r t h o u s e  i n  C o m e r  v i  l i e .  F r o m  e n c y c l o p e d i a s  o r  N a t  i o n a l  

G e o q r a p h i c .  I  w o u l d  l o o k  i t  u p  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  S a m e  a s  

I ' d  l o o k e d  u p  " q u e e r "  a f t e r  o v e r h e a r i n g  G r a n s a l l i e  t e l l  A u n t  E l s i e  

t h a t  s h e  b e l i e v e d  s h e ' d  s e e n  h e r  f i r s t  q u e e r — a  m a n  w e a r i n g  a n  o r a n g e  

s c # a r  f  a r o u n d  h i s  n e c k .  B u t  a  W a l  k e r  q u e e r  w o u l d  b e  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  

a l t o g e t h e r .  J u s t  a s  a  W a l k e r  n u d i s t  w a s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  a l t o g e t h e r .  

A n d  w e  w o u l d  f i n d  o u t  f r o m  G r a n s a l l i e  w h e r e  O p h e l i a  n o w  f i t  i n  t h e  

f a m i l y  s o o n  e n o u g h — n o t  a l l  o f  i t  b u t  e n o u g h  o f  i t .  W e ' d  b e  w a r n e d .  

W e  m i g h t  h a v e  t o  o v e r h e a r  h e r  t a l k i n g  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  g r o w n u p s  a b o u t  

O p h e l i a .  B u t  o n e  t h i n g  I  k n e w  w a s  t h a t  s i n c e  O p h e l i a  w a s  a  W a l k e r ,  

s h e  w o u l d  s o m e h o w  b e  r e d e e m e d .  R o b  w o u l d n ' t .  R o b  w o u l d  b e  t h e  o n e  

w h o  g o t  h e r  h o o k e d  < a  G r a n s a l l i e  w o r d  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o u t  s m o k i n g  t o  

d r i n k i n g  t o  s e x ) .  E d e n  r e v i s e d .  

W h e n  G r a n s a l l i e  g o t  t o  t h e  c a r  l a t e r ,  w e  d r o v e  b e h i n d  t h e  (  u  

o u t  o f  t h e  w o o d s ,  e a t i n g  d u s t  t e x t u r e d  o f  t h e  v i o l e t  t w i l i g h t .  S h e  

w a s  q u i e t  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  H i g h w a y  9 4 ,  a n d  e v e n  w a v e d  a t  t h e m  w h e n  w e  

i n t o  F l o r i d a ,  a n d  G r a n s a l l i e  h e a d i n g  w e s t  t o w a r d  t h e  b l o c k  o f  h o u s e s  

b e h i n d  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  s q u a r e  t o  t a k e  M a r y  G r a c e  h o m e  f i r s t .  

" Y o u  g i r l s  l e t  O p h e l i a  b e  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  y o u  c o u l d  t u r n  

o u t . "  S i t t i n g  h i g h  i n  t h e  g r e e n  B e l  a i r ,  w a t c h i n g  t h e m  g o ,  s h e  a d d e d ,  

" Y o u  k n o w ,  I  b e t  y o u  O p h e l i a ' s  t h e  f i r s t  n u d i s t  e v e r  c o m e  f r o m  t h e s e  

p a r t s . "  

g o t  t o  t h e  C o r n e r v i l l e  c r o s s i n g ,  t h e  o  e  s t  r  i  k i n g  o u t  s o u t h  
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