
n o t e s :  m o r e  s t m o s p h e r e — d r a w  r e a d e r  i n  t h r o u  s e n s e s  

f 7 — w h e r e ,  w h e n ,  b a c k ,  d o w n ,  e v e n ,  h e a d  ?  n o w  j  *  

M i n n i e  a n c  3 u n  

G r a n s a l l i e  n e v e r  w a s  w h a t  y o u  m i g h t  c a l l  " n o n - v i o l e n t .  A f t e r  

a l l ,  s h e  h a d  l i v e d  o n  t h e  f a r m  a l l  h e r  l i f e ,  u p  u n t i l  a b o u t  1 9 5 0  w h e n  

s h e  w e n t  a w a y  t o  F l o r i d a  t o  w o r k  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e .  S h e  h a d  s h u t  

p o s s u m s  c a u g h t  s t e a l i n g  h e r  c h i c k e n s  s m a c k - d a b  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  b l a « _ k  

m a r b l e  e y e s ;  s h e  h a d  b a s h e d  t h e  h e a d s  o f  d i a m o n d b a c k s  i n  t h e  

b r i a r b e r r y  t h i c k e t s  a n d  l e f t  t h e m  f o r  t ; , h e  b u z z a r d s  t o  p e c k  t h e  . j e w e l s  

f r o m  t h e i r  h i d e s .  C o m e  S u n d a y ,  s h e  w o u l d  w r i n g  t h e  n e c k s  o f  c h i c k e n s  
V - ̂  

l / s h e  h a d  h a t c h e d  f r o m  e g g s  a n d  f r y  t h e m  f o r  p r e a c h e r s ^  a n d  w h i l e  m /  

d a d d y  w a s  a w a y  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  G r a n s a l l i e  w i t h  h e r  s h o t g u n  s t o o d  

g u a r d  o v e r  m y  p r e g n a n t  m o t h e r  a n d  m y  o l d e r  s i s t e r .  G o d  h e l p  t h e  t r a m p  

t h a t  s t e p p e d  f o o t  u p  t h e  b a c k  d o o r s t e p s  w h e r e  G r a n s a l l i e  w a s  f e e d i n g  

h i m  f r o m  a  t i n  p i e  p l a t e .  

B u t  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n - s e v e n t i e s ,  a f t e r  G r a n s a l l i e  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  

F l o r i d a  E a s t  C o a s t  H o s p i t a l ,  i n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  a n d  c a m e  b a c k  t o  l i v e  

o n  t h e  o l d  h o m e p l a c e ,  s h e  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a  t h i n g  o r  t w o  a b o u t  

m o r e  c i v i l i z e d  m e t h o l d s  o f  s e t t l i n g  d i s p u t e s — m a i n l y  w i t h  h e r  m o u t h  

a n d  c o u l d n ' t  a b i d e  g u n s .  I  m e a n ,  s h e  m i g h t  n o t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  i f  s h e  

w e n t  t o  y o u r  h o u s e  a n d  s a w  y o u r  d e e r  r i f l e  b e h i n d  t h e  k i t c h e n  d o o r ,  

b u t  s h e  w o u l d  s n e e r .  H e r  n o s e ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  s n i f f  o u t  a  d i r t y  t o w e l  o r  

s h e e t  t h a t  l o o k e d  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a n  t o  a n y b o d y  e l s e ,  w o u l d  p o i n t  
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s t r a i q h t  u p  i n  t h e  a i r  a n d  h e r  l i p s  w o u l d  t h i n  o u t  i n  a  l i n e  a t  t h e  

v e r y  s i g h t  o f  a  g u n .  A n d  i f  y o u  w e r e  g u i l t y  o f  k e e p i n g  a  p i s t o l  o n  

h a n d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  l o o k  o u t .  S h e  w o u l d  l a u g h  i n  y o u r  f a c e  f o r  b e i n g  

p r e s u m p t i o n s  e n o u g h  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  a  r o b b e r  o r  

r a p i s t  m i g h t  c o v e t .  

I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  G r a n s a l l i e  w a s  b r a v e  o r  i g n o r a n t ,  b u t  s h e  

k n e w  n o  f e a r .  M a y b e  s h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a n g e l s  w a t c h e d  o v e r  h e r  b e c a u s e  

s h e  w e n t  t o  c h u r c h  a n d  s e n t  m o n e y  t o  O r a l  R o b e r t s .  B u t  I  t h i n k  s h e  

s i m p l y  d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n  a r o u n d  h e r ,  a l l  t h o s e  k i l l i n g  

l o o k s  f r o m  d r i v e r s  w h o s e  c a r s  s h e  h a d  c a u s e d  t o  c o l l i d e  w h e n  s h e  

p u l l e d  o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e m  ( s h e  a l w a y s  h a d  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y ! ) .  

M y  q r a n d m o t h e r ' s  h a l l — d i v i d e d  f a r m h o u s e ,  b u i l t  b e f o r e  t h e  t u r n  

o f  t h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  c e n t u r y ,  h a d  l o n g  s i n c e  b e e n  t o r n  d o w n  b y  m y  

d a d d y ,  b y  t h e  t i m e  s h e  c a m e  h o m e ,  a n d  t h e  s e a s o n e d  h e a r t  p i n e  h a d  

b e e n  r e c y c l e d  i n t o  a  l i t t l e  w h i t e  f i f t i e s  h o u s e  f o r  m y  f a m i l y  i n  

S t  a t e n v i 1 1 e ,  t w o  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  o l d  h o m e p l a c e .  L a t e r  s t i l l ,  w h i l e  

m y  g r a n d m o t h e r  w a s  i n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  m y  d a d d y  d e c i d e d  t o  b u i l d  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y  a g a i n ,  w h e r e  h i s  u n c l e s  a n d  c o u s i n s  l i v e d ,  d i e d  a n d  g o t  

b u r i e d  o n  t r u e  S t a t e n  l a n d ,  a n d  w e  m o v e d  b a c k  o u t  t o  t h e  t a r m  a n d  

p l a n t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  3 0 0  a c r e s  i n  p i n e s .  

S o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w h e n  G r a n s a l l i e  r e t i r e d  f r o m  n u r s i n g ,  s h e  m o v e d  

b a c k  t o  S o u t h e a s t  G e o r g i a  t o  b e  n e a r  h e r  o n l y  c h i l d  w h o  s h e  d i d n ' t  

e v e n  l i k e — a n d  h i s  f a m i l y .  S h e  h a u l e d  i n  a  m o b  i  1  e  h o m e  t h a t  

l o o k e d  l i k e  a  b a n d e d  E a s t e r  e g g  n e s t l e d  i n  t h e  p i n e s  o n  

t h e  s o u t h e a s t  e n d  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  B u t  b e f o r e  s h e  e v e n  g o t  s e t t l e d  

i n ,  w i t h  h e r  n e w  S e a r s  T V  a n d  t o a s t e r  o v e n  y  m y  c o u s i n  M i n n i e ,  j u s t  u p  

t h e  h i g h w a y ,  p u t  i n  f o r  G r a n s a l l i e  t o  s t a y  n i g h t s  w i t h  h e r »  M i n n i e ' s  
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h u s b a n d  R o y  w o r k e d  t h e  g r a v e y a r d  s h i f t  a t  a  p u l p m i l l  n e a r  V a l d o s t a ,  

a n d  s h e  w a s  a f r a i d  t o  s t a y  b y  h e r s e l f -  A n  e d g y ,  f r a i l  w o m a n ,  M i n n i e  

h a d  t a k e n  a n  e a r l y  r e t i r m e n t  f r o m  t e a c h i n g  s c h o o l ,  a n d  h e r  o n l y  

c h i l d ,  J i m m i e ,  h a d  r  i  e d  a n d  l e f t  h o m e .  

E v e r y  e v e n i n g  a b o u t  d a r k ,  G r a n s a l l i e ,  s h o r t ,  s o f t  a n d  s q u a r e  

w i t h  s i l v e r  h a i r ,  w o u l d  b e g r u d g i n g l y  b u n d l e  u p  h e r  s l e e p - w o r n  p i n k  

n i g h t g o w n ,  a  f r e s h  c h a n g i n g  o f  c o t t o n  p a n t i e s  t h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e  

p a r a c h u t e s  o n  h e r  c l o t h e s l i n e  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  t h e  s p e c i a l  s q u a t  

g l a s s  f o r  h e r  f a l s e  t e e t h  t o  s o a k  i n  o v e r n i g h t ,  a n d  o f f  s h e  w o u l d  g o  

t o  M i n n i e ' s  h o u s e  i n  h e r  b l u e  C h e v r o l e t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  w r e c k e d  s o  m a n y  

t i m e s  i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  d i s p l a y  a t  a  c o u n t y  f a i r — D O N ' T  L E T  T H I S  

H A P P E N  T O  Y O U .  

M i n n i e ' s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  b r i c k  h o u s e  w i t h  b l o c k s  o f  g l a s s  b r i c k s  

h a d  t h r e e  b e d r o o m s ,  b u t  s h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  G r a n s a l l i e  s l e e p  w i t h  h e r .  

G r a n s a l l i e  h a d  r a i s e d  M i n n i e  a n d  h e r  b r o t h e r  W i l m u r  a f t e r  b o t h  t h e i r  

p a r e n t s  h a d  d i e d ,  a n d  M i n n i e  w a s  l i k e  a  d a u g h t e r  t o  G r a n s a l l i e .  B u t  

b e i n g  a s  G r a n s a l l i e  n e v e r  t h e  s e n t i m e n t a l ,  s w e e t  t y p e ,  a n d  s h e  

w a s  a  r e a l i s t  t o  b o o t ,  s h e  l i k e d  t o  k e e p  s o m e  d i s t a n c e  i n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  D u t y  w a s  d u t y ,  a n d  b l o o d  w a s  b l o o d ,  b u t  b l o o d  t h i n n e d  

o u t  t o  w a t e r  t h e  f a r t h e r  d o w n  i t  r a n  o n  t h e  f a m i l y  t r e e .  B e s i d e s ,  

M i n n i e  w a s  e x q u i s i t e l y  s e n s i t i v e ,  w h i c h  I  s u p p o s e  m a d e  G r a n s a l l i e  

i n s e n s i t i v e .  N e v e r  h a d  t w o  p e o p l e  o f  s u c h  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t -

d i s p o s i t i o n s  s h a r e d  a  b e d .  

A t  d a y b r e a k ,  e a c h  m o r n i n g ,  G r a n s a l l i e  w o u l d  b e  i n  h e r  c a r ,  h e l l 

b e n t  o n  g e t t i n g  h o m e .  W h i c h  m u s t  h a v e  i n s u l t e d  M i n n i e ,  w h o  l i k e d  t o  
A |  H ^  

l i n q e r  o v e r  c o f f e e  w i t h  G r a n s a l  1  i e .  ^ S u n f a i r e s  w o e r f d  c r e e ^ J t h r o u q h  t h e  
U" " \ : 

q l a s s  b r i c k s  a n d  d a n c ^ o n  t h e  p o l i s h e d  o a k  f l o o r s  w hit&sr the two women y 
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liscussfgyhow they had slept the night before, what they had heard 

/ 
outside The windows of the air-conditioned, locked-down house. Maybe 

\ have their mofntr^ Bible devotion together. 

One week, two weeks, three weeks passed that summer, and then 

one night Gransallie got up to go to the bathroom across the hall, 

where Minnie kept a light burning from sundown to sunup. Starting 

back to the bedroom, Gransallie stumbled on a throwrug in the. hall * 

y y and fell against the bedroom door y tramming it like shutter'^' durinq a 

storm-

When she looked up, Minnie was sitting bolt-upright in the bed 

with a pistol aimed at Gransallie's head. 

Knowing my grandmother, I doubt she was silent, just kneeling 

there helpless, at the mercy of Minnie and her gun- Neither ever told 

^ Jj2%d e x act 1 y wh at was said, b u t V Br ansa r 1 i ejf'j Stayed—homo the netxt an*3 
/{jJC&iB 0. / I yirs'̂ - 'dj 

jt&ixt ̂ night with her rj^ew Sears TV and toaster oven. 


