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State Park, in the Okefenokee Swamp. Keep going south on 441, or 

angle eastward onto 94 again, and you'll  wind up in Florida with all  

the seniors and palm trees.  Oh, Fargo has a few palms itself ,  and 

s e n i o r s ,  t h o u g h  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  m a n y  o f  t h e m  s t i l l  w o r k ,  a n d  a l l  

of them feel  necessary. None has a face-lift .  There's even a Gator 

Motel in Fargo, and a post office and a couple of f i l l ing stations 

with the cheapest gas and the most genuine people,  some say, in 

Geor g i a or. F1 or i da 

According to Doris Long, current owner of Carlene's cafe,  over 

span of some sixty-odd years,  numerous area people have owned the old 

street-front cafe,  beginning with Arti-% urlffis  Brooks.  

Aside from the al1-you-can-eat buffet,  featuring fried chicken 

and hopping-john (you don't have to mix your rice and peas! and the 

tenderest cornbread in southeast Georgia (Ruthie,  cook and waitress,  

i -i  i ih-it-  T l ike about Carlene's is  even taught me how to make it .) ,  what 1 I I K C  

,  j ,  H  f+• i  nn in from the deerwoods, the watching the customers: 1>_"_<*1S dritting 
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l o g g i n g  w o o d s ,  a n d  t h e  o l d  h o m e p l a c e s  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C l i n c h  

a n d  E c h o l s  C o u n t y  f l a t  w o o d s .  M y  h o m e ,  E c h o l s  C o u n t y ,  s t o p s  . j u s t  w e s t  

o f  t h e  F a r g o  c i t y  l i m i t s ,  a t  S u w a n o o c h e e  C r e e k .  I  l i k e  t h e  c o n t r a s t  

o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  w i t h  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  c o m e  t o  s c o u t  o u t  t h e  O k e f e n o k e e .  

T h e  n a t i v e s  a l r e a d y  k n o w  t h e  O k e f e n o k e e ,  h e a r t  o f  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d ®  

| _ i k e  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a n d  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  d i p p i n g  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  

g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e y  l i v e  a n d  w o r k  t h e r e , ,  T h e  f o r e i g n e r s .  .  .  w e l  1  ,  t h e y  
, ,  ~ -c a n ' t  q u i t e  g e t  o v e r  t h e s e  d o w n - t o - e a r t h  F a r g o i a n s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  t i m e  

i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  s i t  a n d  e a t  a n d  s w a p  n e w s  i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  I n d i a n  

a r t i f a c t s  a n d  c r o c h e t - w o r k  b y  t h e  g o o d  l a d i e s  o f  F a r g o  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  
v  a n  e x t r a  d i m e ^ o r  j u s t  s h a r i n g  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  s o m e t h i n g  p r e t t y  t h e y ' v e  

m a d e .  

T a b l e  o n e ,  o n  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s i n g l e - r o o m ,  w o o d - p a n e l e d  

c a f e  i s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a r s — n o  s i g n ,  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  s i m p l y  

u n d e r s t o o d — ,  h o n e s t ,  h a r d - w o r k i n g  m e n  i n  f o r  t h e  n o o n  m e a l  w e  c a l l  

" d i n n e r . "  O r  y o u  c a n  b r e a k f a s t  a t  f i v e  A . M .  a n d  s t a y  f o r  s u p p e r — y o u  

h a v e  t o  l e a v e  b y  8  P . M . ,  u n l e s s  y o u  a r e n ' t  q u i t e  t h r o u g h  e a t i n g .  

F r i d a y ,  f i s h d a y ,  m a r k s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w o r k  w e e k  a n d  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  

w e e k e n d s  m o r e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  o n  S a t u r  d a y s ^ / ^ s ^ T d  o n  S u n d a y s ,  t h e  s a m e  

c r o w d  b u t  d r e s s e ^ j n p  a f t e r  c h u r c h .  A n y  d a y  o f  t h e  w e e k ,  w h i l e  y o u  

e a t ,  R u t h i e  a n d  C a r l e n e  w a n d e r  f r o m  t a b l e  o n e  t o  t a b l e  t e n  w i t h  

p i t c h e r s  o f  s w e e t ,  s t e e p e d  t e a .  T h e y ' l l  g e t  y o u  u n s w e e t  t e a — n o  

p r o b l e m ,  m a ' a m — i f  t h a t ' s  w h a t  y o u  w a n t .  

O n e  f e l l o w ,  a t  t a b l e  o n e ,  w h o  i s  t h i n  a s  a  s u n s e t  s h a d o w  o f  a  

p i n e ,  d o e s n ' t  e a t  h i s  c h i c k e n  f r i e d  o r  h i s  g r e e n  b e a n s  s e a s o n e d  w i t h  

s m o k e d  p o r k .  S o  e v e r y  d a y ,  M o n d a y  t h r o u g h  S u n d a y ,  e x a c t l y  a t  t w e l v e  

o ' c l o c k  n o o n ,  a s  s i g n a l e d  b y  t h e  n e x t - d o o r  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  c h i m e s  

p e a l i n g  o f f  o l d - t i m e y  h y m n s ,  h i s  p l a t e  o f  b o i l e d  f o o d  i s  w a i t i n g .  
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T h e r e  a r e  b o t t l e s  o f  p e p p e r  s a u c e  o n  t h e  t a b l e s  f o r  y o u r  g r e e n s ,  a n d  

y o u  c a n  v i s i t  t h e  s p a r k l i n g  c h r o m e - a n d - w h i t e  k i t c h e n  i f  y o u  h a v e  

t i m e -  A n d  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  p i c k  y o u r  t e e t h ,  t h a t ' s  o k a y  t o o -  E v e r y b o d y  

e l s e  i s -


