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1863-03-17 

Camp Young March 17th 1863 

Dear Father, 

I have seated myself to write you a few lines to let you know how we are getting along here. We have to 
drill a great deal in company battalion and Brigade, we have been drilling three days before the 
inspecting officer Maj. Bryan of Gen Beauregard[‘s] staff. He inspected us last December, we are under 
the command of Col. Walker, but Col. Wilson drills us on brigade. We have no new[s] of importance, 
only rumors that will not do to rely on since Gen. Van Dorns (Earl Van Dorn, 1820-1863) victory in 
Tennessee. We do not stay long at a time here, or anywhere. We are under orders to leave an hour[‘]s 
notice, since Saturday morning. I want to know where Jonathan is staying, and how he is getting if he is 
not able to come to camp, he had better send a certificate from the doctor with a certificate from a 
judge of the court. The Doctor is of good… 

standing in the county where he resides in. [I] wish he was able to be here now, for everything gets 
along better when he is here than it does when he is away. I wanted to see John when he passed 
through Savannah, but I was not able to go to town when he passe[d] through. Is there any hope that he 
will get well, if he is able. When his furlough is out, he had better come to Savannah and see Doctor 
Miller at the barrack or Doctor [Clower?]. If our Regiment is here, do you think he ever will be able to 
walk any more[sic]? What has been done with his children? Does any body[sic] stay at his place? How 
does Sally get along? Can they make enough to live on? Are you going to sell your place or go back to it 
at the end of the year? Lts. Parrish, Knight, and Baxter are well. John [Heagans?] arm is very bad yet. L. 
Griffin is not able to do duty, there are six others on the sick list here and one in the general hospital at 
Savannah have got well as usual. Your son affectionately, 

          William W Knight. 


