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FIRST METHODIST CHURCH

The history of the constitution and beginnings
of what is now the First United Methodist Church
of Cairo (Ga.) coincides with the beginnings of
the community of Cairo, the background for which
dates back to 1818 when William Hawthorne
blazed a trail through Southwest Georgia from
North Carolina to what he termed a Garden Spot
area about the Florida-Georgia line, whence he
led a band of a number of very sturdy North
Carolina families to establish the community of
Calvary (first called “the North Carolina Settle-
ment”) in 1828. He then planted the seeds for the
full flowering of the Cairo community to begin
in 1867 when Cairo became a station on the old
Atlantic & Gulf Railroad (now the Seaboard Coast
Line), rails for which were laid from Thomasville
to Bainbridge for trains to begin operating in
November, 1867. Cairo, which subsequently be-
came a post office, was incorporated as a town
in 1870 and as a city in 19086.

Records of Cairo Church clearly emphasize that
it grew out of the efforts of “three good women”
and the Sunday School they first organized. The
three were Mrs. D. H. Wilmot, her sister, Miss
Lizzie Evereite (later a Mrs. Dickey) and Mrs.
Julia Hall. The church and Sunday School services
were held at the home of the latter until the first
edifice, described as “a beautiful little white
wooden sanctuary with Grecian arched windows,”
was completed in 1873. Records show there were
20 charter members, but do not list all of them.
However, they included, in addition to “the three
good women,” the following: Tom W. Brown, the
first S. S. superintendent, Stephen A. Chester,
Rev. P. C. Harris, listed as pastor both of Bold
Springs and Cairo Church, James H. Hayes, Wil-
liam Powell, an accredited lay preacher who
largely supervised the construction of the first
edifice and helped to organize other Methodist
churches in the area. Benjamin (Doc) Powell, who
later taught the Fellowship Class in the S. S. for

33 years, and Capt. E. A, Vanlandingham.

Cairo Church grew rather steadily in member-
ship and influence, and, in a few years, when the
Wight families moved to the developing town of
Cairo from Wightville (Sofkee), about six miles
to the southwest, to swell its roster, the beloved
Little White Church, in the southwestern corner
of the present church site, was given an imposing
addition, a steeple, “towering in four separate and
matchless tiers above the tree tops, covered with
slate roofs,” which came to be known as “Henry’s
Steeple,” because it was built and largely paid
for by Henry Wight, who felt that a church was
not a church without a steeple. By 1886, mem-
bers increased to 206, then to 300 by 1897, where-
upon a larger brick edifice was authorized. It was
built on the northeast portion of the site, toward
the intersection of South Broad Street and what
is now 3rd Ave. S.W. Construction difficulties
were encountered but Bishop C. B. Galloway in
1901 specially assigned to the church as pastor
Rev. W. M. Blitch, a native of this section, known
as an outstanding church builder. Under his
leadership, in 1902, the church finished a well-
built edifice of deep red brick, with stained-glass
windows, and it served the church well during
the second distinet phase of its history, until 1927
—except that by 1908 the Sunday School, with
attendance at upwards of 500, had outgrown its
facilities, and a large Epworth League Hall and
S. S. annex, a wood structure just west of the
brick church, was built.

With this glance anew at the church’s history,
which makes its members aglow with their great
heritage, this church is now well into its second
100 years of service as a great factor for good in
this community and area, with a strong mission
outreach that extends helpfully to many parts of
the world. Under Rev. Henry K. Erwin, the pres-
ent pastor, is leading it to still greater heights
of service in the mission and the general fields.
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MEMBERS OF CAIRO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH met in a
called conference Monday night and voted to purchase the former home of Mr.
and Mrs. ). Carl Minter, located at 1433:13th Street N.W.,, for a new parsonage.
The home was sold at the discounted price of $175,000 to the church by the
Minter heirs.The church's current parsonage is located just across the street
from the church and was constructed in 1952 by local contractor Ralph A.
Brown as part of a church expansion program. Church members are hopeful
that by providing its minister with a home in a neighborhood away from the
church and the downtown commercial district will make the church more at-
tractive to a younger minister with children. Plans for the future use of the ex-

isting parsonage building have not been finalized.
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Some Historical Notes On

WILLIAM POWELL BIBLE CLASS

1915 ===
of the First Methodist Church, Cairo, Georgia

(compiled from the best available records on the occasion of the
50th Anniversary Dinner of the class, November 9, 1965)

The William Powell Bible Class has had quite an interesting history, to
be sure, but records have not been found available for most of the time it has served to
promote God's Kingdom in this community. This is, therefore, an effort simply to compile
some of the more important historical data from the records that have been found, and
not to prepare a complete history.

There appears to be little if any reason to challenge the accepted date,
1915, as the year when the class came to be known by its present name, although some re-
cords indicate that the present class stemmed from one organized about 1906, What is now
the First Methodist Church here, of which the class is a part, was constituted in 1867,
and is, as of this year, some 98 years old. The church, from its beginning until 1900,
was, in a material sense, a "Little White Chapel," which stood in the scuthwestern por-
tion of the original church land. It was succeeded by the first brick edifice in 1900.
The main portion of the present facilities was built in 1927, but enlarged and modern-
ized several times since that date. This is pointed out to explain that what came to be
the William Powell Bible Class in 1915 may well have had its actual origin before 1906.

For many years, or from about 1906 until Feb. 1, 1931, it was a class
of both men and women, a '"mixed class," with up to 150 members on roll, but with an
average attendance probably less than half that number. From about 1906 until he resign-
ed due to failing health in November, 1928, the teacher and great spiritual leader of
the class was Rev. Walter C. Jones, who had served in the South Georgia Methodist Con-
ference, and the best information is that it was generally known all through those 25
years as the "Brother Walter C. Jones Class.'

Available records are meager as to just when or why the class toock the
name of William Powell, although there can be no question whatsoever about the worthi-
ness or distinguished career of the manfor whom it was named. Dr. W. A. Walker, in a
scholarly address in December, 1934, when the family presented to the class a portrait
of William Powell, a portrait that is still in excellent condition, paid a glowing tri-
bute to the life and career of our namesake, and copies of that address, containing
much other church and community history of his era, are still in existence. He was a
member of one of several families who migrated to this section from North Carolina,
first settling in what probably may best be identified as the old Sofkee community,
southwest of Cairo, a community also known as Wightville. After Cairo came into exist-
ence in the late 1860s, the Powells, Wights and others moved here., Cairo became a sta-
tion on the old Atlantic & Gulf Railroad, now for many years the Atlantic Cozst Line,
when trains began operating, about December, 1867, and William Powell became the first
agent for the railroad at Cairo, a position he held until his death on Dec. 22, 1894,
at the age of only 60, March 5, 1834 having been his birth date. As Doctor Walker re-
vealed, it was in his adulthood that he gave himself completely to God, and he became
so active and influential in promoting the Kingdom that he was not only one of the
prime movers in establishing what is our First Methodist Church, in 1867, but in es-
tablishing other churches and Sunday Schools in this area. He became a local preacher,
licensed by the church here that he helped to establish. As Doctor Walker said of him
in his address, he had "an irresistible urge" to spread the Gospel and dedicated his
life most commendably to bringing countless others to dedicate their lives to the
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service of God and humanity. So it is that his works follow after him and that his good
name is perpetuated in the lives of countless others, as members of the class through
the years, and as countless visitors to the class, and the kin of members, to continue
the contributions he so ably began.

W. Albert Walker, Jr. (a grandson of our namesake), from Jan. 1, 1928,
to Feb. 1, 1931, as secretary of the class, efficiently kept and still has in his posses-
sion, complete minutes of the business sessions of the class, held each first Sunday.
These minutes include the class roll of 150 members as of Jan. 1, 1928, and at other
times during the period, along with many detailed records of the class activities. It
is interesting to note that the class first sponsored operation of automobile trucks and
later two busses to transport people to Sunday School for a long period in those days.

It will be well if the class can arrange for a permanent depository to preserve class
records and what-have-you, so that class members in the years ahead might share them.

It was the concluding class business session of the period covered by
these minutes, on Feb. 1, 1931, that the action was taken to make the class one for men
only, "including all men 24 years of age, and above." The secretary was also thought-
ful enough to add the class roll when it became a class of men only. That roll follows:

J. A. (Sandy) Aldredge, Forest G. (Folly) Brown, Ira Carlisle, Arthur
C. Dickey, E. R. Duke, Robt. L. Forrester, Ed Farnell, John E. Hall, W. C. Ham, Henry
Herring, Ira Higdon, Sr., Bill Hurst, Rev. W. C. Jones, Doctor Matthews, John Muggridge,
Alex Maxwell, D. F. Oliver, John A. Powell, lst, J. W. Pelham, J. M. Poulk, Lem Fowell,
L. M. (Shorty) Powell, Dr. J. V. Rogers, J. W. Southall, Judge J. Q. Smith, Judge John
R. Singletary, J. M. Strange, T. C. Teate, Roscoe Van Landingham, Ronald Watson, W. Al-
bert Walker, Jr., and Alvin B. Wight. Total: 33.

Robert P. Wight has endeavored to compile a list of members of the class
during the time it was a '"mixed" class, for both men and women, who are still living,
and lists the following: Mrs. J. A. Aldredge, Chas. L. Browne, Sr., Mrs. W. Y. Bryan,
Ira Carlisle (a past president), Mrs. Ed Farnell, J. E. Forsyth (a past president),
Earley Gandy (a past president), Mrs. W. C. Ham, Mrs. Ira Higdon, Sr., John R. King,
L. M. (Shorty) Powell, W. Albert Walker, Jr. (a several terms past president), Mrs. J.
S. Weathers, Mrs., Thomas Wight, Mrs. J. R. White, and Ed L. Vanlandingham.

It is regrettable that records have not been found to permit compila-
tion of a roster of the past presidents. However, while it may not be fully verified
for the entire period, the following roster of the class teachers may be about correct:

As previously noted, Rev. Walter C. Jones was the regular teacher from
1906, about the time of its origin, until he resigned due to failing health in November,
1928. Brother Jones, a towering man of God, was born in Brooks county on Jan. 6, 1855,
and passed to his Eternal Rest on Aug. 1, 1948, at the ripe age of 93. Judge J. Q. Smith
was his first assistant and Dr. W. A. Walker was his second assistant.

When Brother Jones resigned as of November, 1928, Judge Smith assumed
the duties as teacher and served "about two years," with Doctor Walker as assistant,

Available records show that he was succeeded in the early 1930s by Dr.
Albert W. Rehberg, who served faithfully, despite his professional duties, almost alone,
for several years, with Dr. J. V. Rogers as his assistant. Doctor Rehberg was then join-
ed in 1937 by louis A. Powell, and these two rotated on a monthly basis regularly for
some 16 years, until 1953, when Doctor Rehberg resigned because of failing health. Doc-
tor Rehberg, one of the outstanding Bible students in this section's history, was born
Sept. 20, 1899 and died Sept. 16, 1955. After his resignation, Louis A. Powell contin-
ued alone for a few months but was later joined by Adron Rosser and others whose ser-
vice available records do not reveal, but including Mrs. C. B. Urick, Rev. Fred Meyer.
For some time, now, Kelly C. Freeman, Ernest H. Herring and Louis A. Powell have been
serving in rotation every three months, with Adron Rosser as reserve teacher.
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THE PASTOR’S MESSAGE

To serve as pastor of this good church is both a privilege and an honor.
I am grateful that my name may be added to the illustrious roster of
pastors, good and faithful men, who have served here during the
one-hundred year history of this church.

This church grew up with Cairo. It began its life of service when and
as Cairo began. From its inception until now it has lived to serve this
community and the world. Faithful men and women, who loved God and
His church, through sacrificial giving and dedicated service have made
possible so much for us all to enjoy and use. We today can not be true to
God or our rich heritage unless we bring the best we have to the highest
we know. This we are all expected to do.

Though all of the bills of the church are paid, thank God, let us
remember that we are in debt! The only way we can possibly pay our debt
to the past is to so live that we are making a better today and are
contributing toward a better tomorrow. Our children, our community, our
world, our church, our God are counting upon us. We dare not fail the
future. We must dedicate ourselves anew to the task ahead.

Yours faithfully,

Henry S. Brooks




The Wesleys In Georgia

John Wesley Charles Wesley

It was a strange company which embarked on the small ship, the “Simmonds,” in October 1735. Under
the leadership of General James E. Oglethorpe, this company set sail for Georgia. Here was to be established
a colony which would offer new opportunities for freedom to those who came with him. Two of the pass-
engers on board the ship were John and Charles Wesley, the former coming to serve as the religious leader
and missionary to the colonists, and the latter in the capacity of secretary to Gen. Oglethorpe. In January
1736, they landed at what is now the City of Savannah, Georgia, which at that time was a small village of ap-

proximately forty residences.

After landing at Savannah, Charles Wesley proceeded with Gen. Oglethorpe to Fort Frederica, to serve
as secretary to the colonists there. It was soon apparent to Gen. Oglethorpe that he had made an unwise
choice in the selection of Charles Wesley and in 1736, Charles Wesley returned to London.

John Wesley began his ministry with great promise. His first sermon was delivered in the courthouse,
which also served as the Church. The building was filled to capacity to hear Mr. Wesley preach. For a short
period of time Mr. Wesley’s ministry among the colonists gave promise of bearing much fruit. But, before
long, it was apparent that he was failing in his work among both the Indians and the other settlers. He was
being constantly involved in quarrels and disputes among the people. The climax of his work came when he
fell in love with one of his parishoners, Miss Sophia Hopkey. When she would not return his affection, he
refused to let her partake of the sacrament of the Holy Communion. This incident created such a situation
that in 1737, John Wesley, with three of his companions, boarded the ship and set sail for England.

It was not until the experience in 1738 at Aldersgate Street Meeting House that John Wesley really found
himself. In Georgia he had been a strict ritualist. After his heart-warming experience, he preached with a
new fervor, and multitudes flocked to hear him. The Wesleyan revival soon swept England and saved it from
a revolution. Out of this came the Methodist Church.

Some two hundred and twenty years after his laborers in Savannah, there are now to be found Metho-
dist Churches and congregations. They bear proudly the name of Methodist, and thank God for their heri-
tage and tradition and rise up to call John Wesley, the human founder of their Church, blessed.

(Reproduction from the 20th Anniversary Brochure Aldersgate Methodist Church, Savannah, Ga.)




First Edifice Of Cairo Methodist Church
1873 —— 1900

Described in historical records as a “beautiful little white wooden sanctuary with Grecian arched
windows,” which stood toward the southwestern portion of the present site. William Powell, a
charter member and accredited lay preacher, largely superintended construction. Note the steeple,
added later by Henry Wight. (old photo supplied by Mrs. Francis Brannon.)




Bishop John Owen Smith

Bishop John Owen Smith was
consecrated a Bishop of The Me-
thodist Church at the Jurisdiction-
al Conference which met in Jun-
aluska N. C,, in 1960 and was then
assigned to the Atlanta Area. He
has been our Bishop since that
time, and has become one of the
truly great bishops of the Church.
We are proud of him and regret
that he and Mrs. Smith, due to
a prior assignment to a world tour
of “mission stations,” could not
be with us for this celebration.

Rev. Frank E. Jenkins

The Rev. Frank E. Jenkins was
transferred from the North Geor-
gia Conference to our Conference
in June of 1965 and was assigned
immediately to the superinten-
dency of the Thomasville District.
He is capable, systematic, effi-
cient. He and his lovely wife,
Polly, have endeared themselves
to us, and we appreciate their
splendid leadership.

DEDICATION

Thou, whose unmeasured temple stands,
Built over earth and sea,

Accept the walls that human hands
Have raised, O God, to Thee!

Lord, from Thine inmost glory send.
Within these courts to bide,

The peace that dwelleth without end
Serenely by Thy Side!

May erring minds that worship here
Be taught the better way;

And they who mourn, and they who fear,
Be strengthened as they pray.

May faith grow firm, and love grow warm,
And pure devotion rise

While round these hallowed walls the storm
Of earthborn passion dies.

Dr. Albert S. Trulock

Dr. Albert S. Trulock is a native
of Whigham of this County, mar-
ried a Cairo girl, Miss Sammie
Stubbs, for four years served as
a popular pastor of this Church
and is one of the outstanding lead-
ers of Methodism. At present he
is serving as superintendent of
the Valdosta District. How for-
tunate we are to have him as our

guest preacher today!

—William Cullen Bryant




Cairo Methodist Church, 1901-1927

Present Parsonage

The Cairo Methodist Church edifice as it was
from 1901 to 1927, on the same site as the present
First Methodist Church. The church was estab-
lished with 20 members in 1867 and first used an
attractive wooden structure with Grecian arched
windows, painted white, on about the same site.
It was torn away in 1900 and a brick structure
was begun but construction difficulties were en-
countered. The late Bishop C. B. Galloway then
for 1901 sent the late Rev. W. M. Blitch, a native
of this area who was buried here, to be pastor,
to untangle the troubles. He had the first walls
torn away and closely supervised the construction
of the edifice shown, finished that year. When
he left in 1903, the new church was paid for.

The present parsonage was the first phase
of a well - planned $100,000 Expansion Program
activated in 1952 during the latter part of the
four - year pastorate of Rev. G. N. Rainey. It
replaced a wooden parsonage built in 1894.

The property where the parsonage is situat-
ed was long the site of the home of the late Kedar
Powell Wight, for many years a leader in this
church. The spacious lot has been extensively
landscaped to accentuate the beauty of the par-
sonage, built of brick to harmonize with the church
edifice. It has three bedrooms, a living room and
den, along with two baths and other facilities
usual to such modern structures. It was dedicated
by Bishop Arthur J. Moore, September 13, 1953,
during the pastorate of Rev. L. E. Williams.



Church

John Owen Smith e
Frank E. Jenkins e

Directory

Resident Bishop
District Superintendent
Minister

Henry S. Brooks

Mrs. C. B. Urick . |

Jack L. Hutcheson

Director of Christian Education and Secretary
Director Of Music

Mrs. Dwight Brown
John D. Powell, Jr.

,,,,,,, Organist

Youth Worker
Custodian

Luther White
John J. McClenny ..

Chairman Official Board

Dr. C. K. Singleton

Chairman Board of Trustees

Lay Leader

E. H. Herring
John A. Powell, 2nd

Treasurer and Chairman Commission on Steward-

Ralph W. Brandon

ship and Finance
Church School Superintendent and Chairman

Commission on Education
Chairman Commission on Membership and Evan-

W. L. Oliver, Jr.

W. A. Lundy

gelism
Chairman Commission on Missions

_Chairman Commission on Christian Social Con-

John W. King

Louis A. Powell

cerns
Chairman Commission on Worship

Mrs. J. Richard Porter, Sr.

President Woman’s Society of Christian Service

Miss Elizabeth Dickey

President Wesleyan Service Guild

D. F. Oliver, II

President Methodist Men

Mrs. Louis A. Powell

Communion Steward

S. P. Cain ool S S

Frank C. White

....... Recording Steward

District Steward

Robert L. Sellers, Jr.
Francis E. Allen
M. M. Singletary

J. Norwood Clark

Secretary of Stewardship

_______ Associate District Lay Leader
_______ Hospital and Homes

Higher Education

Mrs. C. B. Urick

Christian Vocation

Frederick L. Perkins
Miss Ivy Bussey

_______ Membership Cultivation Superintendent

Children’s Division Superintendent

Francis E. Allen

_Youth Division Superintendent

Edwin Maxwell

Mary Evelyn Davis

,,,,,,, Adult Division Superintendent

Senior High MYF President

Kenny Brandon

Junior High MYF President

Trustees

Charles R. Beale
S. P. Cain

Noel Gainey
John McClenny

C. K. Singleton
J. T. Sumner, Jr.

Mrs. J. Slater Wight, Sr.
Frank C. White




Stewards

Francis E. Allen
Ralph W. Brandon
Ralph E. Carlisle
Edwin A. Carlisle
Edd L. Childers
Mack Chastain

J. Norwood Clark
J. Albert Collins
Randall O. Corbett
Jesse Crew

Henry Davis

Jim Duncan

Billy Elkins

Jack Ellington

W. Audrey Gandy
Early A. Gandy
Ernest H. Herring
Ira Higdon, Jr.
Walter James
Charles Manny

James L. Martin
Larry Massey

Edwin C. Maxwell
Dan Mitchell

Carter Morton, Jr.
Howell McKinnon, Jr.
D. F. Oliver, II

W. L. Oliver, Jr.

J. L. Oliver

J. Richard Porter, Sr.
Louis A. Powell
Reuben L. Robertson
Robert L. Sellers Jr.
W. Albert Walker, Jr.
Charles Whatley
John B. Wight, Jr.
T. J. Williams

Stacy Williams
Elmer Wilcox
Herbert W. Wind

J. Byron Wight Youth Chapel
Dedicated February 17, 1946, during the pastorate
of Rev. J. W. Hitch.




YEAR

1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1874
1872
1873

1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884

1885

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926

BISHOPS, PRESIDING ELDERS AND PASTORS

BISHOP

George F. Pierce
George F. Pierce
H. H. Kavanaugh
George F. Pierce
W .M. Wightman
Enoch M. Marvin
Robert Paine
George F. Pierce
David S. Doggett
George F. Pierce
George F. Pierce
H. N. McTyiere
H. N. McTyiere
George F. Pierce
George F. Pierce
H. H. Kavanaugh
John C. Keener
John C. Granberry
A. W. Wilson

E. R. Hendrix

H. N. McTyiere
W. W. Duncan
Robert K. Hargrove
Atticus G. Haygood
John C. Keener

O. P. Fitzgerald

C .B. Galloway

A. W. Wilson
John C. Granberry
‘W. W. Duncan
Joseph S. Key
Robert K. Hargrove
A. W. Wilson
Eugene R. Hendrix
C. B. Galloway
W. A. Candler

Jos. S. Key

W. W. Duncan

W. W. Duncan
Seth Ward
James Atkins

C. B. Galloway
A. W. Wilson

H. C. Morrison
H. C. Morrison
A. W. Wilson

W. A. Candler
A. Candler
hn Kilgo

. Candler
Candler
Candler
Candler
Candler

. Candler

. Ainsworth

. Ainsworth
Ainsworth

. Ainsworth
Beauchamp
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CAIRO METHODIST CHURCH

1867-1967

PRESIDING ELDER

George C. Clarke
George C. Clarke
George C. Clarke
George C. Clarke
B. Lester

B. Lester

B. Lester

B. Lester

A. H. McGahee
A. H. McGahee
A. H. McGahee
A. H. McGahee
W. Dixon

W. Dixon

. Christian

. Christian

. Christian

. Branch
Branch
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Branch

. Branch
Hinton
Hinton
Hinton
Hinton

. Branch
Branch
Branch
Branch
A. Cook
A. Cook
A. Cook
Branch

. Branch
Branch

. Cook

. Cook
Cook
Cook
Williams
Williams
Williams
Williams
Outler
Outler
Outler
Outler
Morgan
Morgan
Morgan
Morgan
Overby
. Overby
. Overby
. M. Overby
. R. Jenkins

. B. Chester

. B. Chester

. B. Chester
ascom Anthony
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PASTOR

. J. Colquitt
F. Evans
C. Harris
C. Harris
C. Harris
C. Harris
J. Giles
. W. Jackson
T. J. Ainsworth
T. J. Ainsworth
Wesley Lane
. C. Hines
. C. Hines

S. Jordan

S. Jordan
. C. Fentress
. C. Fentress
. B. Ousley
. B. Ousley
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W. Stubbs
W. Stubbs
W. Stubbs
T. Ainsworth
T. Ainsworth
H. Olmstead
D. Bateman
D. Bateman
D. Bateman
M. Outler
M. Outler
. D. Strong
obert Kerr
obert Kerr

W. W. Seals
W. W. Seals

W. M. Blitch
W. M. Blitch
Geo. P. Reviere
L. W. Colson

J. C. Parker

1. E. McKellar
N T. Pafford

W. E. Towson
W. E. Towson
W. E. Towson
W. L. Wright
W. L. Wright
W. L. Wright
W. L. Wright
J.
J.
J.
J.
0
T.
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A.
A.
A.
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T. Ryder

T. Ryder

T. Christian

T. Christian

E. Davenport
E. Davenport
E. Davenport
H. Robinson

H. Robinson

H. Robinson

Leland Maore

W. Arnold, Assoc.



1927
1928
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1952
1953
1954
1954
1955
1956
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1964
1965
1966
1967

W. B. Beauchamp
W. B. Beauchamp
W. B. Beauchamp
W. B. Beauchamp
John M. Moore
John M. Moore
John M. Moore
John M. Moore
W. N. Ainsworth
W. N. Ainsworth
W. N. Ainsworth
W. N. Ainsworth
J. Lloyd Decell

J. Lloyd Decell
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore

Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore
Arthur J. Moore

John Owen Smith
John Owen Smith
John Owen Smith
John Owen Smith
John Owen Smith
John Owen Smith
John Owen Smith
John Owen Smith
John Owen Smith
John Owen Smith

Bascom Anthony
Bascom Anthony
Bascom Anthony
Bascom Anthony
Osgood F. Cook
Osgood F. Cook
Osgood F. Cook
Osgood F. Cook
N. H. Williams
N. H. Williams
N. H. Williams
N. H. Williams
W. M. Haygood
W. M. Haygood
W. M. Haygood
W. M. Haygood
W. M. Haygood
Anthony Hearn
Anthony Hearn
Anthony Hearn
Anthony Hearn
E. McTier

E. McTier
E. McTier
E. McTier
E. McTier
E. Scott
E. Scott
E. Scott
. E. Scott
ohn S. Sharp
B. Smith

B. Smith

B. Smith

B. Smith

B. Smith

B. Smith

C. Fullerton
(e

C.

C.

(e

C.

C.
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Fullerton
Fullerton
Fullerton
Fullerton
Fullerton
Fullerton
. C. Fullerton
Frank E. Jenkins
Frank E. Jenkins
Frank E. Jenkins
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W. A. Tyson

J. B. Johnstone (9 months)
Roy Sampley (3 months)
C. A. Jackson

J. E. Sampley

J. E. Sampley

J. E. Sampley

Albert S. Trulock
Albert S. Trulock
Albert S. Trulock
Albert S. Trulock
Leland Moore

Leland Moore

Leland Moore

W. E. McTier

W. E. McTier

W. E. McTier

M. P. Webb

M. P. Webb

J. W. Hitch

J. W. Hitch

Frank Nalls

Frank Nalls (to June)
. N. Rainey

. N. Rainey

. N. Rainey

. N. Rainey

. N. Rainey (to June)
. E. Williams

. E. Williams

. E. Williams

E. Williams

E. Williams

E. Williams (to June)
C. Varnell, Jr.

C. Varnell, Jr.

C. Varnell, Jr.

C. Varnell, Jr.

C. Varnell, Jr. to June)
E. Miller

E. Miller

E. Miller

E. Miller

E. Miller (to June)
S. Brooks

S. Brooks

S. Brooks

. S. Brooks
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Present And Pr(i)posed Buildings




Centennial Observance Program

1967

Sunday. November 5:
11:00 A. M. Worship Service, Home-Coming and Picnic Dinner. Dr. Albert S. Trulock,

guest minister.
7:30 P. M. Worship Service, Rev. Frank Nalls, guest minister.

Monday, November 6:
7:00 P. M. Dr. John Lawson, guest speaker. Dr. Lawson is visiting professor at Candler

School of Theology, Emory University, and is an authority on Wesleyana on
loan to Emory from British Methodism.

Tuesday, November 7:
7:00 P. M. Dramatization of Highlights of the first 100 years of local Methodist History.

Wednesday, November 8:
7:00 P. M. Family Supper, Variety Program and Hymn-Fest, sponsored by the Woman’s

Society of Christian Service; concluded with devotional and re-dedication.

Ground-breaking for Children’s Division Build-
ing. Second phase of 1952 Expansion Program.
Completed in June, 1955, during the pastorate of
Rev. L. E. Williams.



Allen, Francis

Allen, Mrs. Francis
Allen, Annette

Allen, Everett Alex
Allen, Faye

Allen, Miss Virginia
Allen, Thomas

Allen, Mrs. Thomas
Alligood, Mrs. E. Otis
Anderson, Mrs. Carole Jean
Arline, T. Alton
Arline, Mrs. T. Alton
Arline, James Alton
Baker, Mrs. Clayton
Baker, Susan Clayton
Balcerack, Mrs. L. L.
Bannister, Mrs. Don
Barber, William
Barber, Mrs. William
Barber, Robert Knight
Barber, Roscoe

Barrett, Jewel T.
Barrett, Mrs. Jewel T.
Barineau, Mrs. D. B.
Barineau, David Laque
Bass, Mrs. Leo

Bass, Reuben

Beale, Charles R.

Beale, Mrs. Charles R.
Beale, Calvin Alexander
Beckett, Mrs. B. W.
Bell, Carson

Bell, Mrs. Carson

Bell, Mrs. Mary

Bell, R. Arthur

Bell, R. Arthur

Bell, Robert Lamar
Bell, R. A., Jr.

Bell, Mrs. R. A, Jr.
Bell, Earl

Bell, Mrs. Earl

Bell, Wynburn

Bell, Mrs. Wynburn
Bell, Bruce

Bell, Willard
Blackman, Dennis
Blackman, Daniel Arthur
Blackman, P. Hobson
Blackman, Mrs. P. Hobson
Blackman, Walter M.
Blanton, Mrs. Ethel
Bonner, Henry B.
Bonner, Theodore
Brandon, Ralph W.
Brandon, Mrs. Ralph W.
Brandon, Kenneth Ralph
Brandon, Donna Marie
Brannon, Francis
Brannon, Mrs. Francis
Brannon, Clara Margaret
Brannon, Wight
Brannon, Mrs. Wight
Brannon, George
Brannon, John
Brannon, Joy

Membership

Brawner, Mrs. Fred
Brinson, Earl U.
Brinson, Mrs. Earl U.
Brooks, Mrs. H. S.
Brock, Mrs. M. E.
Browne, Mrs. Charles
Brown, Russell

Brown, Mrs. Russell
Brown, Mrs. Aleyne
Brown, Mrs. Dwight F.
Brown, Billy P.

Brown, Mrs. Billy P.
Brown, Thomas B.
Brown, Mrs. Joseph Franklin
Bryant, W. W.

Bryan, Mrs. William Yancy
Bussey, Edward Clayton
Bussey, Miss Ivy
Bussey, Miss Ethel
Bussey, Miss Eileen
Bussey, Mrs. P. Weyman
Butt, Mrs. Thomas J.
Butler, Mrs. Elizabeth
Butler, Mrs. Janey C.
Camp, Mrs. Jim
Carlisle, Ira

Carlisle, Mrs. Ira
Carlisle Edwin A.
Carlisle, Mrs. Edwin A.
Carlisle, Emelyn
Carlisle, Ansley
Carlisle, Ralph

Carlisle, Mrs. Ralph
Carlisle, Robert

Cain, Sam P.

Cain, Mrs. Sam P.

Carr, Frank S.

Carr, Mrs. C. W,

Carr, Mark

Carr, Hull

Carter, Jimmy
Chapman, Mrs. W. S.
Chapman, Martha Carolyn
Chapman, Mrs. Woody
Chappell, Earnest
Chappell, Mrs. Earnest
Chappell, Carolyn
Chappell, Kathryn
Chason, Willard
Chason, Mrs. Willard
Chastain, Mack
Chastain, Mrs. Mack
Chastain, Howard
Chastain, Stewart
Chastain, Madge
Cheney, H. L.

Cheney, Mrs. H. L.
Chester, Mrs. Anne
Childers, Eddie Lee
Childers, Mrs. Eddie Lee
Childers, Chester Nolan
Childs, George Floyd, Jr.
Childs, Mrs. George Floyd Jr.
Childs, George Floyd, III
Childs, Stanley Carlton

Roll

Clark, J. Norwood
Clark, Mrs. J. Norwood
Clark, Charles Frederick
Clark, Ernest Culpepper
Clark, M. L.

Clark, Mrs. M. L.
Clark, Sylvia

Clements, Mrs. John, Jr.
Clifford, Mrs. Joe
Collins, Aubrey Herschel
Collins, J. Albert
Collins, Mrs. J. Albert
Collins, James Albert, Jr.
Collins, Edwin

Collins, Mrs. Edwin
Collins, Miss Mattie Lee
Connell, Buell

Connell, Mrs. Buell
Connell, Buell, Jr.
Connell, Charles
Connell, Sandra

Connell, Corbett M.
Connell, Miss Wessie
Corbett, R. O.

Corbett, Mrs. R. O.

Cox, Eugene

Cox, Mrs. Eugene

Cox, Jerry Lee

Cox, Ronnie

Cox, Mrs -Ronnie
Crapps, Mrs. John W, Sr.
Crapp , J. W. Jr.
Crapps, Mrs. J. W. Jr.
Crapps, J. W., III
Crapps, Florrie

Crew, Jesse

Crew, Mrs. Jesse

Crew, Miss Juanita Elizabeth
Crine, Mrs. William
Crosby, Dennis W.
Crosby, Mrs. Dennis W.
Crosby, Lamar

Curby, Mrs. Lona
David, Mrs. T, D.

Davis, Henry

Davis, Mrs. Henry
Davis, Kay

Davis, Mary Evelyn
Davis, Susan

Davis, Mrs. Walter
Davis, Leon

Davis, Mrs. Leon
Deaton, Cecil

Deaton, Mrs. Cecil
Deaton, Glenn Edwin
Deaton, Mary Cecelia
Dennard, Mrs. B. R.
Dickey, Miss Elizabeth
Dixon, Mrs. J. G.
Dixon, Mrs. Belle

Drew, Mrs. W. E.
Duncan, James K.
Duncan, Mrs. James K.
Duncan, Richard
Duncan, Gary L.




Duncan, Mrs. Gary L.
Durham, Bobby Jean
Eason, R. A.

Edwards, Angus

Elkins, William

Elkins, Mrs. William
Elkins, Hubert

Elkins, Mrs. Hubert
Elkins, Gary Wayne
Ellington, Jack
Ellington, Mrs. Jack
Etheridge, Mrs. J. H.
Evans, C. P.

Ferrell, George Crestial
Ferrell, Mrs. George Crestial
Ferrell, Monty Crestial
Ferrell, Susan Jill
Fewell, Mrs. John
Fewell, J. R. Jr.
Fewell, Mrs. J. R. Jr.
Fincher, Willie B.
Forsyth, J. E.

Forsyth, Mrs. J. E.
Forsyth, Wallace
Fowler, Mrs. Harvey
Freeman, Carey
Funderburke, M. L.
Gainey, Mrs. Mack
Gainey, Noel

Gainey, Mrs. Noel
Galbreath, Gelon
Galbreath, Mrs. Gelon
Gainous, Russell
Gainous, Mrs. Russell
Gainous, R. B.

Gainous, Mrs. H. Dewayne
Gainous, Herbert
Gainous, Mrs. Sherwood W.
Gainous, William Shelby
Gandy, Irvin Anthony
Gandy, W. Audrey
Gandy, Mrs. W. Audrey
Gandy, Curtis I
Gandy, Mrs. Curtis I.
Gandy, Early A.
Gandy, Mrs. Early A.
Gandy, Hugh

Gandy, Sharon Gayle
Gandy, David Earl
Gandy, J. R.

Gandy, Mrs. J. R.
Gaya, Mrs. Frank

Gee, W. D. Jr.
Geheber, Mrs. George
Gerald, Mrs. Lindsey
Giddens, John Franklin
Giddens, Mrs. John Franklin
Giddens, John Franklin, Jr.
Giddens, Charles
Giddens, Brenda Lois
Gilbert, Mrs. Fred
Goodman, Clarence H.

Goodman, Mrs. Clarence H.

Goodman, Kay
Gregory, Mrs. Jack
Griner, Hubert B.
Griner, Mrs. Hubert B.
Grover, Mrs. Ernie
Hall, Ronald

Hall, Mrs. Ronald

Hall, Roy, Jr.

Hall, Mrs. Roy, Jr.
Hall, William Wayne
Ham, Mrs. William C.
Ham, Miss Charlotte
Ham, Miss Lucy Cora
Haney, Mrs. Richard
Harper, Bert

Harper, Mrs. Bert
Harrell, Julian
Harrell, Mrs. Melvin
Harrell, Thomas Edward
Harrell, Mrs. Ralph
Harrington, Mrs. J. C.
Harrison, Calvin
Harrison, Mrs. W. O.
Heath, Mrs. R. E.
Heath, R. E. Jr.

Heath, Mrs. L. E.
Hester, William H.
Hester, Mrs. William H.
Herring, Ernest H.
Herring, Mrs. Ernest H.
Herring, Mary Belle
Herring, Martha Jo
Herring, John Patrick
Herring, Mrs. John Patrick
Herig, Mrs. Richard
Higdon, Mrs. Ira Sr.
Higdon, Jack

Higdon, Ira, Jr.
Higdon, Mrs. Ira Jr.
Higdon, Lawrence I.
Hinson, Mrs. John B.
Hogg, Timothy James
Holton, Mrs. G. F.
Howard, Mrs. Dazzie
Hudson, Julian

Hunter, Harry H.
Hunter, Mrs. Harry H.
Hughes, Mrs. Henry L.
Hughes, Louis Alonzo
Hughes, Mrs. Louis Alonzo
Hurst, Miss Lucille
Hurst, Mrs. E. H.
James, Walter

James, Mrs. Walter
Johnson, Judson
Johnson, Mrs. Judson
Johnson, Sara Jo
Johnson, Bill

Johnson, Mrs. Robert
Jones, Mrs. Thomas W.
Jones, Mrs. Thomas W. Jr.
Jones, James Thomas
Jones, Gary Lemuel
Jones, Powell

Jones, Mrs. Powell
Jones, Richard Powell
Jones, William Randolph
Jones, Roy

Jones, Mrs. Roy

Jones, Mrs. Dorothy S.
Jones, Mrs. Sara Jane
Joyner, Mrs. V. S.
Joyner, Mrs. C. I.
Joyner, Mrs. Jerry
Kelly, A. L., Jr.

Kelly, Mrs. A. L., Jr.
Keller, E. W.

Keller, Mrs. E. W.
Keller, Kay

Key, Ollie B.

Key, Mrs. Ollie B.

King, Miss Cynthia
King, J. Albert

King, Mrs. J. Albert
King, John R.

King, Mrs. John R.
King, John W.

King, Mrs. John W.
King, John Swanson
King, Mrs. William
Knight, Albert

Knight, Frank

Knight, Joe

Knight, Mrs. Joe
Knight, Joe, Jr.

Knight, Mrs. Paul
Kravig, Charles

Laing, Raymond

Laing, Mrs. James A.
Lambert, Linda

Lashley, Mrs. Ellen Walker
Lashley, Miss Bob
Layton, C. E.

Layton, Mrs. C. E .
Layfield, C. A.
Layfield, Mrs. C. A.
Layfield, Charles A., Jr.
LeGette , Mrs. H. T.
LeGette, James H.
LeGette, John

LeGette, Mrs. John
LeGette, Chloe Malone
LeGette, Thomas
LeGette, Mrs. Thomas
Lewis, Paul T.

Lewis, Mrs. Paul T.
Little, Julian

Logue, Harvey L.

Logue, Mrs. Harvey L.
Logue, Debra Lee
Lundy, W. A.

Lundy, Mrs. W. A.

Lyle, J. C.

Lyle, Mrs. J. C.
McClenny, Mrs. W. J.
McClenny, John
McClenny, Mrs. John
McClenny, John Jarrell
McGahee, Mrs. Wayne
McQuire, Mrs. Willie
McKinnon, Mrs. Howell E.
McKinnon, Howell E. Jr.
McKinnon, Mrs. Howell E. Jr.
MacQuiddy, Mrs. Adolyn
McManeus, Mrs. M. Cullie
McManeus, W. O.
McManeus, Mrs. W. O.
Maddox, Eugene T.
Maddox, Mrs. Eugene T.
Manny, O. C.

Manny, Mrs. O. C.
Manny, Charles P.
Manny, Mrs. Charles P.
Martin, James L.
Martin, Mrs. James L.
Martin, Phillip Edgar
Martin, Miss Mollie



Mason, E. L., Jr.
Mason, Mrs. E. L. Jr.
Mason, John

Mason, J. W.

Massey, Larry

Massey, Mrs. Larry
Mathews, Earl

Mauldin, Miss Clara
Mauldin, Hugh E.
Maxwell, Betty Janette
Maxwell, Miss Crummie
Maxwell, Norman
Maxwell, Mrs. Norman
Maxwell, Michael Wood
Maxwell, Anthony Bruce
Maxwell, Edwin
Maxwell, Mrs. Edwin
Mayfield, Mrs. Lee
Meyer, Mrs. Fred C.
Miller Ralph

Miller, Mrs. Ralph
Miller, Jane

Miller, Robert W.

Miller, Mrs. J. Sanford
Miller, Hansel

Miller, Mrs. Hansel
Mills, Miss Geraldine
Mills, Mrs. Doris Miller
Milner, John Jr.

Milner, Mrs. John Jr.
Mitchell, Dan

Mitchell, Mrs. Dan
Mize, Arthur

Mize, Mrs. Arthur
Mixon, Mrs. Aris

Mixon, William Aris Jr.
Mixon, Mrs. Ralph
Mixon, Mike

Mockbee, H. A.
Monahan, James Howard
Monohan, Charles Walker
Montgomery, Mrs. J. F. Sr.
Montgomery, Mrs. Alvan
Montgomery, Gail
Montgomery, Steve Alvan
Moore, George

Moore, Mrs. George
Moore, Frazier

Moran, Mrs. Johnny
Morrison, Eddie

Morton, Carter, Jr.
Morton, Mrs. Carter, Jr.
Morton, William
Morton, Mrs. William
Morton, Cindy Lillian
Moye, Mrs. Russell

Muggridge, Mrs. Cornelius N.

Muggridge, Mrs. Ola
Muggridge, Mrs. William L.
Muggridge, Edwin
Murphy, L. B.
Murphy, Mrs. L. B.
Nazareth, Jerry
Nelson, Mrs. Bernard
Newman, George
Newman, Mrs. George
Nowell, Billy

Nowell, Vinson

Oates, Mrs. James
Oliver, Mrs. Dess F.

Oliver, D. F. II

Oliver, Mrs. D. F. IL
Oliver, James L.

Oliver, Mrs. James L.
Oliver, Jimmy

Oliver, Lewis Blackwell
Oliver, William L.
Oliver, Mrs. William L.
Oliver, W. L. Jr.

Oliver, Mrs. W. L. Jr.
Palmer, Aultman
Palmer, Mrs. Aultman
Palmer, Billy

Palmer, Mrs. Billy
Palmer, Mrs. Robert L.
Paulk, Mrs. Joe

Paulk, E. Joseph Jr.
Pelham, Mrs. J. Wright
Pelham, Miss Mildred
Pelham, Glenn

Pelham, Mrs. Glenn
Perkins, Frederick L.
Perkins, Mrs. Frederick L.
Perkins, Mrs. Roy
Pierce, Mrs. Agnes Walker
Pippin, William H.
Poole, Mrs. Wilton
Pope, Mrs. Jeff A.
Porter, J. Richard
Porter, Mrs. J. Richard
Porter, J. Richard Jr.
Porter, Mrs. J. Richard, Jr.
Posey, Sammy Eugene
Powell, Mrs. Charles E.
Powell, Mrs. Leslie
Powell, Louis A.
Powell, Mrs. Louis A.
Powell, John A. II
Powell, Mrs. John A. II
Powell, Robert

Powell, Mrs. Robert
Powell, William Young
Pridgen, Mrs. John Randall
Prince, Mrs. Grover
Pyles, Miss Essie Mae
Rahn, Mrs. George P.
Randall, Jack

Randall, Jill Ann
Rawlins, Mrs. Charles
Rehberg, Mrs. Albert W.
Reynolds, A. B. Jr.
Reynolds, Mrs. A. B. Jr.
Reynolds, Eleanor
Reynolds, Mrs. R. A.
Richards, John R.
Richards, Mrs. John R.
Richenburg, Mrs. Ouida
Robertson, Reuben
Robertson, Mrs. Reuben
Robertson, John
Robertson, Mrs. Roy D.
Robertson, Roy D. Jr.
Roberts, Mrs. N. Frank Sr.
Robbins, Mrs. Ann
Rogers, Mrs. James V.
Rosser, Mrs. O. G.
Rosser, Adron

Rosser, Mrs. Adron
Rosser, Tommy

Rosser, Miss Lorene Olivia

Roundtree, Mrs. W. E.
Rudd, Mrs. Major E.
Ryan, Mrs. Florence
Samford, Mrs. G. M.
Samford, Harrell
Samford, Jean

Samford, Garrett Vaughn
Sapp, Marvin

Sauls, A. C.

Scholes, Mrs. Edison Earl
Schrock, Galen

Schrock, Mrs. Galen
Sellers, Robert L. Jr.
Sellers, Mrs. Robert L. Jr.
Sellers, Elizabeth Ann
Sellers, Becky

Sheehy, Mrs. John W.
Sims, Ross

Sims, Mrs. Ross
Singleton, C. K.
Singleton, Mrs. C. K.
Singleton, Mary
Singleton, Shirley
Singleton, Charles K. Jr.
Singletary, Milton M.
Slade, J. H.

Spears, Miss Mary R.
Spivey, Alonzo

Stephens, Mrs. Glenn
Stephens, Callie Glenn,
Stephens, Mrs. Ronny
Strang, Mrs. Greg
Strickland, Willie H.
Strickland, Mrs. Willie H.
Strickland, Herman
Strickland, David Ralph
Strickland, Jessie L. Jr.
Strickland, Mrs. Jessie L. Jr.
Sumner, J. T. Jr.
Sumner, Mrs. J. T. Jr.
Sumner, Katherine
Sutton, Mrs. J. P.
Sutton, Russell

Takles, Lowell

Takles, Mrs. Lowell
Takles, Lowell Jr.

Teate, Mrs. T. C.

Tillman, Mrs. Mervin
Thomas, Charlie

Thomas, Mrs. Vascoe
Thomson, Mrs. Richard
Thompson, Mrs. Lloyd
Tommerlin, Mrs. Joe
Tyus, Miss Bobbie Lee
Tyus, J. D.

Tyus, Miss Susan Edna
Tyson, Mrs. Wallace
Tyson Mrs. Max

Tyson Lola

Tyson, Margaret

Urick, C. B.

Urick, Mrs. C. B.
Valentine, Richard L.
Valentine, Mrs. Richard L.
Van Brunt, Wesley Walter
Van Duzee, Charles William
VanLandingham, Ed. L.
VanLandingham, Mrs. R. R.
VanLandingham, R. L.
VanLandingham, Mrs. R. L.



VanLandingham, Robert S.
VanLandingham, Richard D.
VanLandingham, Tommy
VanLandingham, W. M.
VanLandingham, Mrs. W. M.
VanLandingham, Max
VanLandingham, Marcia E.
VanLandingham, Wendell
VanLandingham, Gerald
VanLandingham, Mrs. Gerald
Vann, Leon B.

Vann, Mrs. Mabel Colley
Vickers, C. J.

Vickers, Mrs. C. J.
Vickers, Alford

Vickers, Elaine

Vickers, Carey Anne
Vickers, Miss Earnestine
Walker, W. Albert Jr.
Walker, W. Albert Jr.
Walker, John Wythe
Walker, Mrs. John Wythe
Walker, Becky

Walker, Jerry

Walker, Mrs. Jerry

Ward, Mrs. Graham
Ward, Preston R.

Ward, Mrs. Preston R.
Ward, George Robert
Watkins, Edsel

Watkins, Mrs. Edsel
Watkins, Edsel Earl Jr.
Watkins, Brenda Joyce
Watkins, Joe Grady

Weathers, Mrs. Jesse S.
Weathersby, Harry
Weathersby, Mrs. Harry
Weathersby, Ellen
West, J. A.

West, Mrs. J. A.
Whatley, Charles B.

Whatley, Mrs. Charles B.

Whatley, Charles B. Jr.
Whatley, Mellie Lucy

Whatley, Mrs. Warren P.

Whittle, L. A.

Whittle, Mrs. L. A,
White, Franklin

White, Mrs. Franklin
White, Franklin Jr.
White, Mrs. Joseph R.
White, Mrs. J. T.
White, Mrs. T. W. Jr.
Wight, Alvin B.

Wight, Mrs. Alvin B.
Wight, Alvin Butler Jr.
Wight, Harriet

Wight John B. Sr.
Wight, Mrs. John B. Sr.
Wight, John B. Jr.
Wight, Mrs. John B. Jr.
Wight, Mary Elizabeth
Wight, Sally

Wight, Mrs. J. Slater
Wight, J. Slater Jr.

Wight, Mrs. J. Slater Jr.

Wight, Robert P.
Wight, Mrs. Robert P.

Wight, Robert P. Jr.
Wilcox, Elmer

Wilcox, Mrs. Elmer
Wilcox, Sue

Williams, Mrs. Arthur
Williams, Bill

Williams, Don Henderson
Williams, Miss Clara
Williams, Mrs. Johnnie
Williams, Mrs. Roland L.
Williams, Stacy
Williams, Mrs. Stacy
Williams, T. J.
Williams, Mrs. T. J.
Williams, Mrs. Walter
Willis, Jack K.

Willis, Mrs. Jack K.
Wind, Herbert W.
Wind, Mrs. Herbert W .
Womble, Mrs. Frank
Womble, Marvin
Womble, Mrs. Marvin
Wood, Wilbur

Wood, Donald Morris
Woody, Everett

Woody, Mrs. Everett
Woody, Kathy Marshela
Woody, Millie

Worthy, W. B.

Worthy, Mrs. W. B.
Worthy, Mary Beth
Worthy, Carol

Worthy, Susan

Zant, Miss Beulah

I AM THE CHURCH
All the love of God, the Great Architect,
All the sacrifice of Christ, the Great Builder,

All the dreams of dauntless prophets,
All the faith of hopeful pioneers,

All the hope of countless millions,
All the joy of conquering Christians, are enclosed

within my walls,
Without me, civilization must crumble!

With me is eternity!

—Hughes



Some Former Pastors

J. B. Johnstone
1928

W. E. Towson
1909-1912

Frank Nalls
1947-1948

Leland Moore
1926
1937-1939

P, E. Miller
1960- 1964

G. N. Rainey
1948-1952

L. E. Williams
1952-1956



A Brief History of
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH, Cairo, Georgia
1867 —— 1967

(Largely a Compilation of Highlights from “A Short History of the Cairo Methodist Church,” Published in
1952 by Mrs. Ruth Harley (W. E.) Young, Use of Which Is Generously Acknowledged. Plus Additions To
Centennial Year.)

“The history of the Cairo Methodist Church is written in the lives of those Christian men and
women who have poured the full measure of their faith, their time, their talent, their ingenuity
and their means into the founding and establishing of a Methodist Church in this community — a
beacon light to all it has served and a glory to God, whom it honors . . . . . ”—Mrs. Ruth Harley
(W. E.) Young.

The history of the constitution and beginnings of what is now the First Methodist Church of
Cairo coincides with the beginnings of the community of Cairo, the background for which dates
back to 1818 when William Hawthorne blazed a trail through Southwest Georgia which he termed
a short route from North Carolina to Northwest Florida, and he planted the seeds for the full flower-
ing of the Cairo community to begin when Cairo became a station on the old Atlantic & Gulf Rail-
road (now the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad), rails for which were laid from Thomasville to
Bainbridge for trains to begin operating late in 1867. Cairo, which subsequently became a post
office, was incorporated as a town in 1879 and as a city in 1906.

As of 1867, Methodism in this general area was the Bold Springs Circuit, with Bold Springs, some
six miles northeast of Cairo, as the Mother Church. The fledgling Cairo Church first became a
unit of the circuit at a time when it included, in addition to Bold Springs, Tired Creek, Pumphries
(or Pumphrey) and Pine Hill. (At the time, Bold Springs is recorded as having had three well-
attended prayer meetings weekly.) The circuit was in the Bainbridge district of the South Georgia
Conference (also created in 1867) at the time but in 1873 was transferred to the Dawson district for two
years. It was transferred to the Thomasville district when it was created in 1875 and has remained
there since. The Journal of the conference shows that Rev. T. J. Colquitt was the first pastor with
Bishop George F. Pierce presiding over the Conference. In the 1890s Cairo Church was a half sta-
tion with Whigham for a time but it became an independent charge about 1900.

Most significantly, Cairo Church in the final analysis grew out of the efforts of THREE GOOD
WOMEN and out of the Cairo Methodist SUNDAY SCHOOL which they first organized! The three
were Mrs. D. H. Wilmot, her sister, Miss Lizzie Everette (later Mrs. Dickey) and Mrs. Julia Hall
Services were held at the home of the latter until the first edifice, a beautiful little white wooden
sanctuary with Grecian arched windows, was completed early in 1873. Official records show that
there were 20 charter members but do not list all of them, although they included, with the “three
good women,” the following: Tom W. Brown, who became the first male superintendent of the Sunday
School, Stephen A. Chester, Rev. P. C. Harris, also listed as having been a pastor of Bold Springs
Church, James H. Hayes, William Powell, an accredited lay preacher, who supervised the erection
of the first sanctuary, Benjamin Franklin (Doc) Powell, who later taught the Fellowship class in
the Sunday School for 33 years, and Capt. E. A. Vanlandingham.

Cairo Church grew rather steadily in membership and influence and in a few years, when the
Wight families moved here from Wightville (Sofkee), about five miles to the southwest, to swell
the roster, the beloved Little White Church was given a steeple, an imposing addition, “towering in
four separate and matchless tiers above the treetops, and covered with a slate roof,” which became
known as “Henry’s Steeple” because it was built and paid for largely by Henry Wight, who felt that
a church was not a church without a steeple. By 1886, members increased to 206, then to 300 by 1897,
whereupon the need for a larger brick edifice gained the spotlight.

The Little White Church was situated toward the southwest corner of the site, so, when the plans
for the larger brick edifice took shape ample space for it was found more toward the northeast
corner of the site and the intersection of what is now South Broad and 3rd Ave., S. W. The larger
brick edifice from which the second distinct period of church history dates, was begun in 1900 but
in 1901 Bishop C. B. Galloway sent to Cairo Church as pastor Rev. W. M. Blitch, a native of this
section, known as an especially able church builder. He immediately had torn down the “poorly
constructed” brick walls erected the year before and in 1902 he had finished a well built sanctuary,
which was dedicated by Bishop Warren A. Candler.



By 1905, the edifice (with a large bell and tower) was valued at $7,500, and the parsonage, first
built in 1893 at a cost of $1,000, just south of the sanctuary, was expanded and improved with value
listed at $2,000. By 1908, the need for a Sunday School annex developed, so a wooden Epworth
League Hall and Sunday School annex was built to the west of the sanctuary. It was completed
at a cost of $2,000 and paid for when finished. The first parsonage was again enlarged and remodel-
cd in 1917 at a cost of $2,100.

The third distinct period of history of Cairo Church began in 1926, when, with Rev. Leland Moore
as pastor and Rev. Bascom Anthony as Presiding Eider, the cornerstone of the present edifice was
laid. At that time, the church had a building fund of $21,000 in cash and subscriptions of $27,000
on hand. Those were very busy times for the church and the great “venture in faith” progressed
steadily. During the months of construction, Cairo Presbyterian Church graciously lent the use of
its sanctuary for worship services and prayer meetings—and the Cairo High School building was used
for Sunday School.

One of the greatest days for Methodism in Cairo was Easter Sunday, 1927, when Bishop William
B. Beauchamp came and dedicated, debt-free, the magnificent new church (although there was an
indebtedness on the parsonage of $4,980.) Rev. W. A. Tyson was the pastor and reported to the
Annual Conference in the fall that year that the church property and equipment had increased to
a total value of $90,000; that the budget for the year of $54,234 had been met; and that the member-
ship had increased to 610 with a Sunday School enrollment of 523. The final financial push was
inspired by an added gift of Dr. W. A. Walker toward a handsome $6,000 Pilcher pipe organ con-
ditional upon a successful fund rally. The fourth aad stiil current distinct period of history of Cairo
Church began in the era of the mid-1950s when another very ambitious program of expansion and
modernization was carried out on a three-phase plan: the construction and equipment of a handsome
two-story Educational (Children’s Division) Building just to the southwest of the sanctuary; the con-
struction and equipment of a handsome brick parsonage on a spacious site across South Broad
street from the sanctuary; and the extensive remodeling and modernization of the sanctuary itself
with air-conditioning for year-‘round comfort, the addition of modern, dimmer-controlled lighting
for the sanctuary itself and various other improvements, including those to the Pilcher pipe organ
and red carpeting for the sanctuary. Planning began during the pastorate of Rev. G. N. Rainey
and Rev. L. Emmett Williams (1952-56) and most of the work was during that of Rev. James C.
Varnell, Jr. (1956-60) when a unified budget of record proportions included provision for syste-
matic payments to the Expansion Fund and excited another marvelous response by the membership.

The zeal for continued expansion and improvement led a few years later to the purchase of the
Pelham property to the west of the sanctuary and as of the Centennial Year still another improve-
ment program won hearty approval to provide for hard-surfacing and drainage for the vehicle park-
ing areas, covered walkways to link the main building with the Educational Building and hard-
surfaced drives for greater convenience of everyone in rainy weather, projected for completion
during the 1967-68 church year, with funds on hand therefor.

As of Annual Conference in June of the Centennial Year, the Journal listed all church property
to have a total value of $456,000, with no indebtedness, including a $2,700 D. F. Oliver Trust Fund.
It showed a grand total paid for all causes of $55,966. It also showed total membership of 759 with
a Church School enrollment of 540.

Following the unification of various branches of the denomination in 1939 to create The Meth-
odist Church, there was in the Centennial Year a move toward its union with the Evangelical
United Brethren Church, to create The United Methodist Church, final action on which was sche-
duled for spring of 1968.

So, with this glance anew at our rich history, which makes us aglow at our rich heritage, and
a great Centennial Year season of Christian fellowship together, we can, and shall, set our steps to
still higher ground in rededication to the future, to spur our growth in good works and in new
church unity and zeal, for the second 100 years.



Appreciation

As we come to the actual celebration of the Hundredth Anniversary of our church, we are reminded
of all those who helped to make this possible. The Centennial Committee would like to express
their appreciation to each of you for accepting responsibility in preparing for the Centennial cele-
bration. It has been a pleasure working with such a cooperative group and we want to thank

everyone who has given their time and talents to make this a great time in our church.

Centennial Observance Steering Committee

Mrs. J. Richard Porter, Sr., co-chairman

W. L. Oliver, Jr., co-chairman

Dr. H. S. Brooks

John J. McClenny

Louis A. Powell

Mrs. R. P. Wight

Mrs. C. B. Urick

(All members of church assigned to some committee)



February 12, 1958
(Photographed by W. L. Oliver, Jr.)
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History of Cairo First United Methodist Church

The Methodist Church in Cairo began as a result of the interest of three
women: Mrs. D.H. Wilmost, Miss Lizzie Everett, and Miss Julia Hall, who
conducted a Sunday school in their homes. In 1867, the group became a
unit of the Bold Springs Circuit. The journal of the conference shows that
Rev. T.J. Colquitt was the first pastor. The first house of worship was
completed in 1873. It was a white wooden structure built on the southwest
corner of the present church lot. A small parsonage was also constructed.
There were 20 members. Official records do not list them all, although they
included the three above women and the following: Tom W. Brown,
Stephen A. Chester, Rev. P.C. Harris, James H. Hayes, William Powell,
Benjamin Franklin (Doc) Powell, and Capt. E.A. Vanlandingham.

The Cairo church grew steadily in membership. Mr. Henry Wight built and
paid for a steeple addition to the Little White Church because he believed a
church was not a church without a steeple. By 1886, members increased to
206, then to 300 by 1897. By 1900 the congregation had outgrown the
small building, so plans were made for a larger brick building. The Little
White Church was situated toward the southwest corner of the site, but the
new brick building was housed in the northeast corner of the site at the
intersection of South Broad and 3™ Ave SW. In 1901 the “poorly
constructed” brick walls were torn down and rebuilt. The building was
dedicated in 1902. The sound of the church bell could be heard all over the
town, calling the people to worship. By 1908, the need for a Sunday School
annex developed and a wooden Epworth League Hall and Sunday School

annex was built to the west of the sanctuary.



These facilities were used for 25 years until expansion was again needed.
During the months of construction, Cairo Presbyterian Church graciously
lent the use of its sanctuary for worship services. The present sanctuary was
completed in 1927 and was dedicated debt-free on Easter Sunday.
Membership was 610, with a Sunday school enrollment of 523.

The next project was a new parsonage, which was built in 1953. It was
constructed on the present site, across from the sanctuary. Expansion
continued with construction of an educational building for the children’s
ministry. The 1950s also brought extensive remodeling and modernization
of the sanctuary itself including air conditioning. By the time of our
Centennial celebration in 1967, all church property was valued at $456,000,
free of debt. Membership was 759 and Sunday school enrollment was 540.

The final building on campus to be constructed was the fellowship hall and
chapel building. It was dedicated on September 8, 1974. This very useful
building provided a kitchen, dining hall, small conference room,
classrooms, and a chapel. Continued renovations and refurbishments
continued through the 1980s with membership being 791 in 1983. In
September of 1997, the Clark family generously donated a building and
portion of land commonly called the pool house. The youth were the main
benefactors of this new space as they used it for Sunday School and youth
fellowship. In May of 2004, the church, along with Clark’s Funeral Home,
purchased the lot next to the parsonage that was formerly owned by Autrey
Petroleum. It was converted into a parking lot for use by the church and
Clark’s Funeral Home. The opening of First United Methodist Church
Preschool, housed in the children’s building, was another important event in

2004.

Today, on Heritage Sunday, we remember the hard work and perseverance
of those who came before us. While this summary gives us a glimpse into
the physical changes of our church, the spiritual growth and renewal cannot
be measured. Our current church roll is 752 and we hope to continue to
reach for our full potential in Christ. We are challenged to enlarge our faith
and fulfill His vision every day. God bless Cairo First United Methodist

Church!

May 2010
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MEMO TO: Mr. R. S. Roddenbery, Jr.

I have been back to the Library to check the few points you mentioned in
your memo about the Cairo Methodist Church. I notice this History was written
by Mrs. W. E. (Ruth) Young .

From this history I wish to add the following:

Earliest written record register 1886 listing 206 members, with the Rev.
William Powell heading the list, and including: Dr. W. P. Clower, E. A. VanLandingham,
Lucretia Powell, Mellie Powell, Emily McManeus, Dr. J. L. Oliver, Alice Oliver,
Jessie B. Powell, Mary VanLandingham, Mattie Dickey, Kedar Powell, Susie E. Wight,
and others.

My other memo mentioné&d thaet Bold Springs Methodist Church was the mother
church. 1In the beginning of Mrs. Young's history she tells that the Bold Springs
Methodist Church met first in a log building, then their present house of worship
built at a cost of $800 not including the painting. The builder was Tom Bullard.
Partly finished upstairs, to be entered by outside stairway on northeast end of
church, that room was used for Sunday School, and often for the Masonic Meetings
and the Grange. The Bbld Springs Church paid the minister half salary and had
him two Sundays each month. At that time Mr. George Wight was recording steward.
This paragraph concerns only the Bold Springs Church. See comments later from
Dr. Walker's talk about Bold Springs. g

™
Back to Cairo Methodist Church: 1895 report mhewed recorded the death %
during the year of "Brother G. A. Wight, our faithful and efficient reciiiif§//)
steward, who was also a member of the Board of Trustees." ———

o

The same 1895 report recorded that another great loss was suffered by
the @airo Methodist Church in 1894 in the death of the Rev. William Powell on
Nov. 22, "He was a Lay Preacher of great spirituality, power and infludnce."

So in regard to your comment that I listed in 1895 these names, and that
both died in 1894, is explained in that the report was for 1895, and likely
their reports were mid-year, meaning for the 1894-95 year.

You say "Undoubtedly, William Powell was a Steward for years before his death,
etc." Since he is referred to as "Reverend William Pow&ll" and is listed as
a Lay Preacher, likely he was somewhat an honorary member of the Board of Stewards
since he was a Lay Preacher. I found his name mentioned several times, followed
by the initials "L.P." meaning Lay Preacher. G. A. Wight was listed in the Board
of Stewar#ts in the 1895 report, and William Powell and J. B. Wight were listed as
Lay Preacher and Trustee.

I regret I could not find the name W. A. Chester listed as Sunday School
superintendent, but this history did not list any Sunday School Superintendents
in the early years except Mr. Tom Brown, as its first.

In the quarterly conference minutes of July 23, 1893,"the names of William
Powell, C. A. Jackson, J. B. Wight, and W. F. Watts called, their characters
passed and their licenses renewed."
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Membership showed increase of 87 members in 1895, total 221, loss of 21 in
1896, leaving total 200, in 1898 membershpp 204, and 1899 showed a loss 11,
making total then 193 members; 1900, 211.

Quarterly €onference minutes date back 6o 1892, with Rev. J.0. Branch, P.E.,
Rev. D. D. Bateman, Pastor in Charge. At that time Cairo still on a circuit.

Present at the Cairo meeting, Jan. 16, 1892 were:

D. D. Bateman, P. C.; J. B. Wight, L. E.; W. F. Watts, L. D.; Wm. Powell, L. P.;
B. F. Powell, T. W. Brown, Joseph Herring, G. A. Wight, W. P. Clower, C. W. Johnson,
G. W. Gainous, Henry Gainous, Joseph Sasser, David J. Williams, J. W. Dixon,
John J. Paulk, J. B. Wight, Secretary, K. P. Wight, Henry Wight, E. A. VanLandingham,
J. L. Oliver.

Then the names of J. B. Wight, L. E., Wm. Powell, L. P., Casper Walker,
Exhorter, were called and their characters passed and licenses renewed.

At this 1892 conference, resolutions submitted by Dr. W. P. Clower and
unanimously adopted, included:

"RESOLVED First, that it is the sense of this Quarterly Conference
that all Christians stand in the protest against the opening of

the Columbian Exposition on the Sabbath Day, and also in the earnest
protest against the sale of any intoricaming drinks on the Exposition
grounds."

Back to 1887, heading the list is the name of Henry Wight, followed by
A. C. Dickey, K. P. Wight, J. C. Evans, Dr. W. A. Davis, Maud Roddenbery, and others.

The above, with my other memo, gives practically all the pertiment information
prior to 1900, from Mrs. Young's Ei§E9Ezife—r—-————-—~—____,, N L e

I also found two other clippings that gave interesting information, and
there may be a conflict in some dates. This is from an article in the Cairo
Messenger of May 23, 1952, captioned "Bold Springs Church Built 77 years ago;
Met in Log Cabin Prior so that." (Dr. W. A. Walker recalls early history of
Cairo and Grady County.'" This was a write up about a talk Dr. Walker made on
that date, or just prior to the issue of the Messenger on that date, at a Cairo
Kiwanis Club meeting, which was held in the Bold Springs community.

As of 1952: Dr. Walker joined the Bold Springs Methodist Church 77 years ago.
The church was built in £all of 1873 and spring of 1874.

He recalls eating dinner at Bold Springs when his family moved from near the
river when he was a small boy, in 1869. He remembered the community of two stores

and a barroom.

He mentioned the church circuit known as Bold Springs Circuit, but when the
Cairo Methodist Church was built in 1872 the name of the circuit was changed to

Cairo @Gircuit .

Three churches built on the Cairo Methodist Church location: the first building
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in 1872, and in 1904 the wmmd brick building, and %8 1928 the present building.

: Dr. Walker remembers the Baptist Chufich was erected in the fall of 1873 and
spring of 1874, at the same time the Methodist Church was built, or practically so.

_ The first postoffice was put in Cairo in 1867 and named Jule Drufus as first
postmaster. Drufus (I think this should be Dreyfus) resigned in less than three
months, J. E. Hall appointed. Hall resigned after about six months. The "first"
real postmaster, according to Dr. Walker, was Dr. S. A. Roddenbery who took over
the reigns after Hall and served until his death in 1891, from then J. B. Crawford
took the appointment.

% ke vk

Also I found a brief history in the Wesleyan Chhistian Advocate, July 28, 1944:

"After the coming of the railroad through this section in 1867, Cairo became
a thriving village and about 1870, we hear of a group of women meeting in the
home of one of the members to organize a Sunday School. Very soon thereafter,
this group with a half dozen men became the charter members of the Cairo Methodist
Church. It was made a part of the Bold Springs Circuit, of which Rev. P. C. Harris
was pastor, and a building was erected where the present church stands.

"There was a great forward movement in the church in 1882 when the pastor,
Rev. H. C. Fentress, conducted a revival and preached the doctrine of holiness.
In 1895 another revival, far reaching in spiritual value, was led by Rev. J. M.
Outler, who was pastor four years.?

YIn 1903 the brick church was built under supervision of Rev. W. M. Blitch.
This was replaced in 1927.)

NOTE BY MCA: The first two paragraphs are quotations from the article. The
last paragraph is not an entire quotation, but note made by me of the dates.

An article in Cairo Messenger dated April 4, 1958 mentioned that the
church was constituted in 1867.

-~ e SEES

Myrtle C. Allen

N



June 23, 1965

MEMO TO RSR, JR.

Miss Myrtle has gotten some good information on the Cairo Methodist Church,
and I will send you her copy. .

Uncle Bob likely remembers the Fentress, Ousley, Arnold, etc. 1In fact,
I have heard Mamma speak of Ousley and they have been in our home many times.

I have an idea Uncle Bob will enjoy reading this.
I believe this will answer every question you ask in your June 21lst memo,

or all that's available from this good source, and of course if they couldn't
get it when they wrote the history of the church, I don't expect it's available,

JBR
LA —
Dictated not read 9_0 Wﬁ‘/' ! g /'\U'V-h]‘“‘\m
JUN 26 1965

The accompanying information is splendid.

Papa remembers practically all of Preachers, starting with the elder Ainsworth,
and thins Ousley and the younger Ainsworth were later Presiding Elders (in a
Methodist circuit).

He says the first church was a white painted wooden structure, very plain, but

he doesn't remember it with arched windows and arched doors. He says that the
Presbyterian Church was the only one with any special -architectural design or
beautification. But that is immaterial as I do not intend to particularly
describe it.

B. F. Powell and Benjamin Franklin Powell was one and the same person, a half-
brother of William Powell and called "Dock"_Powell., He, too, was a S.S. teacher
of ReSReSr.

Of course Mrs. D.W. Wilmot was wife of Dr. Wilmot, himself a Baptist.

"Uncle Tom Brown" (overseer of I, Roddenbery farms) lived "on the hill" (northeast
Cairo) and, rain or shine, hot or freezing, the whole family walked to church
every time there was meeting,

Ezxcept for the fact I would like to know for certain that W. A&, Chester (son
of Stephen A,) was an early S.S, Supt., we now have all information we need on
Cairo Methodist Church (the first in the village of Cairo). W. A. Chester (later
moved to Whigham) was one of early Aldermen and was Town Clerk of Cairo. W.B.R.Sr.,
named him as one of the outstanding leaders in earliest days of Cairo.

J. H. Hayes who helped start the church was Justice of the Peace and built

the first two-story building in Cairo, immediately south of railroad on

east side of S. Broad St.

Papa does not remember initials of Watts but says there were two of them, called
"Bull" Watts andd "Stud” Watts. "Bull" Watts had a fine bull, and "Stud" Watts
had a stud horse, for which they charged for services.
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ALBERT S, TRULOCK
MINISTER

Tuesday, Sept. 1llth, 195i.

Mr, Julian B. Roddenbery,
Beox £°
Coiro, Georgia.
Degr Julian:

Thanks for your gracious note. I will
alweys be grateful for the privilege of paying a
genuine and hcart-felt tribute to Cousin Mellie, for,
she meant a great deal to me in my l1life,

I was speaking entirely without notes and had no
written rec;rd of my tribute. Nevertheless, I think
I hg%e accurately put down exactly what I did say.

I did not dictate the three pages which I enclose
and the typing will be far from perfect.

Sincerely,

Wltses]






Cairo Methodist Church

The first church established in what is now Cairo, and the first to
have a meeting house of its own, was the Cairo Methodist Church which was
organized in 1867, the same year the railroad was built from Thomasville to
Bainbridge. That was three years before the Town of Cairo was incorporated
as a municipality. In 1873 they erected the first church building in the
town, a plain wooden building painted white, located at the corner of South
Broad and old Ochlochnee St.A(now named S.W. 3rd Ave.), which has ever since
been the site of this Church,

¥re, D, W. Wilmot (wife of Dr. Wilmot), her sister, Miss Lizzie Everett
(later ¥rs. W, J. Dickey), and a widow, Mrs. Julia Hall (mcther of Jim Hall),
are credited with starting the organizational movement and the first services
were held in the home of Mrs. Hall until the first church buildirg was erected
ir. 2873, The first Cairo school-house was immediately south of this church
property and the home of Mrs. Julia Hall, an unpainted hcuse, was immediately
south of the school building. Worxing with thsse zood women in corganizing
the church were: William Powell (2nd Mayer of Cairo), Stephen A. Chester and
his sor W. A. Chester, Eenj. F. (Dock) Powell, Capt. E. A. Vanlandingham,.
J. ¥. Hayes, Tom W. Brown, and others, Before erection cf any church building,’ "
Suncay School for all denominations was held in the school-house.

An incomplete history of Cairo Methodist Church, comriled in recent
years by Mrs. W. E. (Ruth) Young, is on file in Roddenbery Memorial Library.
¥Mrs. Young had lived in Cairo but a short time when this work was done and
she relied on information furnished her by older persons and whatever church
records were available to her. While there may be some iraccuracies in dates
and otherwise, this compilation contains much valuable information. She did
not record the names of the first Board of Stewards, ror all superintendents
cf the Sunday School, and it is understandable that names of some early members
were unknown to her and omitted. It is recorded that Tom W. Brown, affectionately
known as "Uncle Tom" [who was overseer of farms of Dr. 3. A. Roddenbery], was
the first male superintendent of the Sunday School. For a2 rumber of years there-
after william Fowell was the superintendent, and his half-brother Benj. F. Powell
was for many years a Sunday School teacher,

The recorded church history states that in the early days this area or
territory was known as Bold Springs Cireuit and that RBold Springs Church was
the mother church, and Tired Creek Methodist, Pumphreys and Pine Hill were
alsc in this circuit. Bold Springs Methadist (also called Wesleyan) and Bold
Springs Baptist Church are both in the southeastern part of the 17th land
district of present Grady County and near Barnett's Creek.

Up to 1890, the pastors of Cairo Methodist Church, in order and with
dates of pastorates in parentheses, were as follows: T. J. Colguitt (1867),
R. F. Evans (1868), P. C. Harris (1869-1872), J. J. Giles (1873), J. W.
Jackson (1874), J. T. Ainsworth (1875-1876), Wesley Lane (1877), R, C, Hines
(1878), J. S, Jordan (1880-1881), H. C. Fentress (1882-1883), W. B. Ousley
(1884), J. W. Arnold, Jr. (1885), Samuel W. Stubbs (1886-1888), and J. T.
Ainsworth (1889-18905. Perhaps the last was son of Ainsworth who was pastor
in 1875-760
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ir addition to above named pastors, there were a number £ av. 7 reachers
anc zxhorters, among them being William Powell, J. Dyron Wight, W, F, Watts
ard Casper Walker [uncle of Dr. Wm. A. Walker]. There was frequent reference
to "Reverend William Powell"™ but his princival vocation was that of railroad
agent ard he was not a regularly ordained Minister.

b At a conference in 1887, heading the list of those present was Henry
w1gh} (sen of G. A. wight), followed by A. C. Dickey, K. P. Wight, J. C. Evans,
Dr, W. A. Davis, Mrs. Maude (Bostwick) Roddenbery, and others,

At the quarterly conference, Jan. 16, 1892, the following were present:
Rev. J. C. Branch, Presiding Elder, Rev, D, D. Bateman, Pastor 4n Charge,
W. F. Watts, William Powell, B. F. Powell, T. W. Brown, Joseph Herring, G.A.
Wight, Dr. w. P. Clower, C. W, Jchnson, G. W. Gainous, Henry Gainous, Joseoh
Sasser, DJavid J. williams, J. %, Dixon, John J. Paulk, J. B, Wight, K. P.
Wwight, Henry Wight, E. A, Vanlandingham, and J. L. Oliver.

At -a quarterly conference in 1824 the following were named to serve for
the year 18y4-95: William Powell, J. Byron Wight and W. ¥, Wat*s, Lay Preachers

-

and Trustees, and the following were named as Stewards of the Church: DIr. W, ¥.
Clower, 2, F. Powell, Kedar Powell Wight, T. W. Brown, J. W, Dixon, T. A.
Williams, Kedar Powell (born 1859), W. R. Singletary, J. B. Bryant, J. J. Fsaulk
(called "Little John™ Paulk tc distinguish from John L. Poulk), Joseph 3asser,

Wm. wiley Fearce, Miles Vanlardingham, Geo. A. Wight (senior), Joseph Herring,
Richard Merritt, C. W. Johns-n, and G. W. Gainous.
[William Powell and G. A. Wight, Sr., both died in 1894].

Starting with 20 members ir 1867, the chureh records listed 206 members
in 188€, and in 1895 the tctal membership was 221. From the beginning to the
present it is believed that the Cairo Methodist Church has had more members
than any other individual church in Cairo, The following is quoted from
"Wesleyan Christian Advocate™ of July 28, 1044: "There was a great forward
movement in the church [Cairo Methodist] in 1882 when the pastor, Rev. H. C.
Fentress, conducted a revival ard preached the doctrine of holiness. In 1895
_another rsvival, far reaching in spiritual value, was led by Rev. J. M. Cutler,
who was the pastor four years." '

About 1900 the original wooden building of 1873 was replaced by a then
commodious brick building and church school, and in 1927 the present handsome
buildings were erected, all at the same location.

Through all its history the churches of Cairo of all denominations have
worked in harmony and close cooperation, though individual members were stead-
fast and loyal to their respective churches. As examples of diversity in
beliefs but cooperation in practice, in the beginning Mrs. D. W. Wilmot was
a moving spirit in the Methodist Church, while Dr. D. W, Wilmot was a devout
Baptist and a leading member of his church, B. F. (Dock) Powell was a Steward
and Sunday School teacher in the Methodist Church, while his wife, Mrs. Emma
Martin Powell, daughter of a Baptist Minister, was a mainstay in the Baptist
Church throughout her long life. And while Walter B. Roddenbery was a pillar
in the Baptist Church and superintendent of the Sunday School, his wife, Mrs,
Maude Bostwick Roddenbery, who was a Methodist from childhood, remained loyal
to and supported the Methodist Church until death at the age of 96.

e e e
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first Methodist Church building in Cairo. It stood

at the present church site but south of the present building and was replaced
by a small brick church building in 1902. (Photo by Hugh Gandy).

History Of Cairo First
United Methodist Church

“The history of the Cairo
Methodist Church is written
‘in the lives of those Christian
men and women who have
poured the full measure of
their faith, their time, their
talent, their ingenuity and
their means into the founding
and establishing of a Method-
ist Church in this community -
a beacon light to all it has
served and a glory to God,

m it honors ...” -Mrs.
h Harley (W. E.) Young.

The history of the constitut-
ion and beginnings of what is
now the First Methodist
Church of Cairo coincides with
the beginnings of the
community of Cairo, the
background for which dates
back to 1818 when William
Hawthorne blazed a trail
through Southwest Georgia
which he termed a short route
from North Carolina to
Northwest Florida, and he
planted the seeds for the full
flowering of the Cairo
community to begin when
Cairo became a station on the
old Atlantic & Gulf Railroad
(now the Seaboard Coast Line
Railroad), rails for which were
laid from Thomasville to
Bainbridge for trains to begin
operating late in 1867. Cairo,
which subsequently became a
post office, was incorporated
as a town in 1879/ and as a city
in 1906. "0

s of 1867, Methodism in
general area was the Bold
rings Circuit, with Bold
Springs, some -six miles
northeast of Cairo, as the

Mother Church. The fledgling
Cairo church first became a
unit of the circuit at a time
when it included, in addition
to Bold Springs, Tired Creek,
Pumphries (or Pumphrey)
and Pine Hill. (At the time,
Bold Springs is recorded as
having had three well
attended prayer meetings
weekly.) The circuit was in
the Bainbridge district of the
South Georgia Conference
(also created in 1867) at the
time but in 1873 was
transferred to the Dawson
district for two years. It was
transferred to the Thomas-
ville district when it was
created in 1875 and has
remained there since. The
Journal of the conference
shows that Rev. T. J. Colquitt
was the first pastor with
Bishop George F. Pierce
presiding over the Confer-
ence. In the 1890s Cairo
Church was a half station with
Whigham for a time but it
became an independent char-
ge about 1900.

Most significantly, Cairo
Church in the final analysis
grew out of the efforts of
three good women and out of
the Cairo Methodist Sunday
School ‘which they first
organized! The three were
Mrs.D. H. Wilmot, her sister,
Miss Lizzie Everette (later
Mrs Dickey) and Mrs. Julia
Hall. Services were held at
the home of the latter until
the first edifice, a beautiful
little white wooden sanctuary
with Grecian arched windows,

was completed early in 1873.
Official records show that
there were 20 charter
members but do not list all of
them, although they included,
with the “three good women,”
the following: Tom W. Brown,
who became the first male
superintendent of the Sunday
School, Stephen A. Chester,
Rev. P. C. Harris, also listed
as having been a pastor of
Bold Springs Church, James
H. Hayes, William Powell, an
accredited lay preacher, who
supervised the erection of the
first sanctuary, Benjamin
Franklin (Doc) Powell, who
later taught the Fellowship
class in the Sunday School for
33 ,years, and Capt. E. A.
Vanlandingham.

Cairo Church grew rather
steadily in membership and
influence and in a few years,
when the Wight families
moved here from Wightville
(Sofkee), about five miles to
the southwest, to swell the
roster, the beloved Little
White Church was given a
steeple, an imposing addition,’
“towering in four separate
and matchless tiers above the
treetops, and covered with a
slate roof,” which became
known as “Henry’s Steeple”
because it was built and paid
for largely by Henry Wight,
who felt that a church was not
a church without a steeple. By
1886, members increased to
206, then to 300 by 1897,
whereupon the need for a
larger brick edifice gained the
spotlight.

The Little White Church
was situated toward the
southwest corner of the site,
so, when the plans for the
larger brick edifice took shape
ample space for it was found
more toward the northeast
corner of the site and the
intersection of what is now
South Broad and 3rd Ave,, S.
W. The larger brick edifice
from which the second
distinct period of church
history dates, was begun in
1900 but in 1901 Bishop C. B.
Galloway sent to Cairo
Church as pastor Rev. W. M.
Blitch, a native of this section,
known as an especially able
chureh builder. He immediate-
ly had torn down the “poorly
constructed” brick walls
erected the year before and in
1902 he had finished a well
built sanctuary, which was
dedicated by Bishop Warren
A. Candler.

By 1905, the edifice (with a
large bell and tower) was
valued at $7,500, and the
parsonae, first built in 1893 at
a cost of $1,000, just south of
the sanctuary, was expanded
and improved with value
listed at $2,000. By 1908, the
need for a Sunday School
annex developed, so a wooden
Epworth Ledgue Hali and
Sunday School annex was
built to the west of the
sanctuary. It was completed
at a cost of $2,000 and paid for
when finished. The first
parsonage was again enlarged
and remodeled in 1917 at a
cost of $2,100.

The third distinet period of
history of Cairo Church began
in 1926, when, with Rev.
Leland Moore as pastor and
Rev. Bascom Anthony as
Presiding Elder, the corner-
stone of the resent edifice as
laid. At that time, the church
had a building fund of $21,000
in cash and subscriptions of
$27,000 on hand. Those were
very busy times for the
church and the great “venture
in faith” progressed steadily.
During the months of
construction,. Cairo Presby-
terian Church graciously lent
the use of its sanctuary for
worship services and prayer
meetings—and the Cairo High
School building was used for
Sunday School.

One of the greatest days for
Methodism in Cairo was
Easter Sunday, 1927, when
Bishop William B. Beauchamp
came and dedicated, debt-
free, the magnificent new
church (although there was an
indebtedness on the parson-
age of $4,980.) Rev. W. A.
Tyson was the pastor and
reported to the Annual
Conference in the fall that
year that the church property
and equipment had increased
to a total value of $90,000;
that the budget for the year of
$54,234 had been met; and
that the membership had
increased to 610 with a
Sunday School enrollment of |
523. The final financial push !
was inspired by an added gift |
of Dr.W. A. Walker toward a
handsome $6,000 Pilcher pipe
organ conditional upon a
successful fund rally. The
fourth and still current
distinct period of "history of
Cairo Church began in the era
of the mid-1950s. when
another very ambitious pro-
gram of expansion and
modernization was carried out
on a three-phase plan: the
construction and equipment
of a handsome two-story
Educational (Children’s Divi-
sion) Building just to the
southwest of the sanctuary;
the construction and equip-

(Continued on page 6C)
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PRESENT CAIRO FIRST UNITED CHURCH was built in 1927 and since that time a Sunday School
Iding and a fellowship hall have been added. (Photo by Hugh Gandy). TR

The Little White Church
was situated toward the
southwest corner of the site,
so, when the plans for the
larger brick edifice took shape
ample space for it was found
more toward the northeast
corner of the site and the
intersection of what is now
South Broad and 3rd Ave., S.
W. The larger brick edifice
from which the second
distinct period of church
history dates, was begun in
1900 but in 1901 Bishop C. B.
Galloway sent to Cairo
Church as pastor Rev. W. M.
Blitch, a native of this section,
known as an especially able
church builder. He immediate-
ly had torn down the *“‘poorly
constructed” brick walls
erected the year before and in
1902 he had finished a well
built sanctuary, which was
dedicated by Bishop Warren
A. Candler.

By 1905, the edifice (with a
large bell and tower) was
valued at $7,500, and the
parsonae, first built in 1893 at
a cost of $1,000, just south of
the sanctuary, was expanded
and improved with value
listed at $2,000. By 1908, the
need for a Sunday School
annex developed, so a wooden
Epworth Ledague Hali and
Sunday School annex was
built to the west of the
sanctuary. It was completed
at a cost of $2,000 and paid for
when finished. The first
parsonage was again enlarged
and remodeled in 1917 at a
cost of $2,100.

The third distinet period of
history of Cairo Church began
in 1926, when, with Rev.
Leland Moore as pastor and
.8’/) " "."C Rev. Bascom Anthony as

By "p : Presiding Elder, the corner-
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IS A DRAWING of the first Methodist Church building in Cairo. It stood 1aid. At that time, the church

at the present church site but south of the present building and was replaced had a building fund of $21,000

by a small brick church building in 1902. (Photo by Hugh Gandy). in cash and subscriptions of
$27,000 on hand. Those were
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‘-HSTORY OF CAIRO FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

(Continued from page 3C)

ment of a thandsome brick
parsonage on a spacious site
across South Braa' street
from the sanctuary; «id the
extensive remodeling and
modernization of the sanct-
uary itself with air-condition-
ing for year-round comfort,
the addition of modern,
dimmer-controlled lighting for
the sanctuary itself and
various other improvements,
including those to the Pilcher
pipe organ and red carpeting
for the sanctuary. Planning
began during the pastorate of
Rev. G. N. Rainey and Rev. L.
Emmett Williams (1952-56)
and most of the work was
during that of Rev. James C.
Varnell, Jr. (1956-60) when a
unified budget of record
proportions included provis-
ion for systematic payments
to the Expansion Fund and
excited another marvelous
response by the membership.

The zeal for continued
expansion and improvement
led a few years later to the
purchase of the Pelham
property to the west of the
sanctuary and as of the
Centennial Year still another
improvement program won
hearty approval to provide for

hee mp . lpe e ges e Mae e e e B W PR = gm Joc o B o
r-—*—**- B, o Sipe - ma s e B o il M

THE CAIRO MESSENGER, FRIDAY MAY 25, 1984

hard-surfacing and drainage
for the vehicle parking areas,
covered walkways to link the
main building with the
Educational Building and
hard-surfaced drives for
greater convenience of every-
one in rainy weather,
projected for completion
during the 1967-68 church
year, with funds on hand
therefor.

As of Annual Conference in
June of the Centennial Year,
1967, the Journal listed all
church property to have a
total value of $456,000, with
no indebtedness, including a
$2,700 D. F. Oliver Trust
Fund. It showed a grand total
paid for all causes of $55,966.
It also showed total member-
ship of 759 with a Church
School enrollment of 540.

In more recent years the
Fellowship Hall and Chapel
have been added and Sunday

School rooms have been
renovated.
Today the Cairo First

United Methodist Church, as
it has throughout its history,
plays a vital part in the life of
the community.

At the present itme it is
served by Rev. W. G. (Bill)
Brown who is completing his
first year as the church’s
pastor.

TIMESAVERS

Place timesaving appli-
ances and frequently used
utensils within easy reach of
the kitchen counter and
you’ll use them more often,
say experts in the Georgia
Extension Service.

“ME Investments, Inc,
corporated on May 9, 1
a Certificate of Inco;
Secretary of State in
applicable provisions
Business Corporations
registered office of the
N. Broad Street, Cairo,
initial registered agen
is Jarrell McClenny."”

GEORGIA,
GRADY COUNTY.

All creditors of the E
DeLeon Shiver, decease(
County, are hereby notif
their demands to the und
ding to law, and all pers
said Estate are require
mediate payment to us.

This 17th day of May,

SUSAN E. !
ecutrix and

RAY W. DOLI
Estate of Spe!
Shiver

316 First Stre,
Cairo, Georgil

GEORGIA, GRADY CO)

All creditors of the
Brown Blanton, deceas;
County, are hereby n
their demands to the w
ding to law, and all
said estate are requ
mediate payment to u

This 22nd day of M.

PROBATE COURT
GRADY COUNTY:



Cairo Methodist Church

The first church established in what is now Cairo, and the Tirst to
have 2 meeting house of its own, was the Cairo Methodist Church which was
crganized in 1867, the same year the rzilroad was built from Thomasville to
Bainbridge. That was three years before the Town of Cairo was incorpcrated
as 3 municipality. In 1873 they erected the first church building in the
town, a plain wooden building painted white, located at the corner of South
Broad and old Ochlochnee St. {(now named S.W. 3rd Ave.), which has ever since
tsen the site of this Church,

Mrs. D. W. Wilmot (wife of Dr. Wilmot), her sister, Miss Lizzie Everett
(later Mrs., W. J. Uickey), and a widow, ¥rs, Julia Hall (mother of Jim Fall),
are credited with starting the organizatioral movement and the first services
were held in the home of Mrs. Hall until the first church buildirg was erected
ir 1873. The first Cairo school-house was immediately south of this church
croperty ard the home of Mrs, Julia Hall, ar urvainted house, was immecdiately
soutt of the school btuilding, Workirg with these good women in organizing
the church were: William Powell (2nd Mayor of Cairo), Stephen 4. Chester and
nis son W, A. Chester, Benj. F. (Dock) Powell, Capt. E. A, Varlandingham,

. H. Hayes, Tom W, BErown, and others., Refore erection of any church building,
Sunday School for all denominations was held ir the school-hcuse.

An incomplete history of Cairo Methodist Church, comriled ir recent
years by Mrs. wW. E. (Ruth) Young, is on file in Roddenbery Memorial library,
¥rs. Young had lived in Cairo but a short time when this work was dcne and
she relied on infermation furnished her by older persons and whatever church
records were available to her. While there may be some inaccuracies in dates
and otherwise, this compilation contains much valuable infcrmation, She did
not record the names of the first Board of Stewards, nor all superintendents
of the Sunday School, and it is understandable that names of some early members
were unknown to her and omitted., It is recorded that Tom W. Erown, affectionately
known as "Uncle Tom" [who was overseer of farms of Dr. S. A. Reoddenbkery], was
the first male superintendent of the Sunday School. For a rumber of years there-
after William towell was the superintendert, and his half-brother Renj. F. Powell
w38 for many years 2 Sunday Schoeol tezcher,

The recorded church history states that in the early days this area or
territory was known as Bold Springs Circuit and that Bold Springs Church was
the mother church, and Tired Creek Methodist, Pumphreys and Pine Hill were
also in this circuit. Bold Springs Methodist (also called Wesleyan) and Bold
Springs Baptist Church are both in the southeastern part of the 17th land
district of present Grady County and near Barnett's Creek.

Up to 1890, the pastors of Cairo Methodist Church, in order and with
dates of pastorates in parentheses, were as follows: T. J, Colouitt (1867),
R. F. Evans (1868), P. C. Harris (1869-1872), J. J, Giles (1873), J. W.
Jackson (1874), J. T. Ainsworth (1875-1876), Wesley Lane (1877), R. C. Hirnes
(1878), J. S. Jordan (1880-1881), H. C. Fentress (1882-1883), W. B. Ousley
(1884), J. W, Arnold, Jr. (1885), Samuel W. Stubbs (1886-1888), and J, T.
Ainsworth (1889-1890). Perhaps the last was son of Ainsworth who was pastor
in 1875-76 o'
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ir addition to s“cve named pastors, there wer . vl 1 i2v Freachers
and zxborters, among thwm being William Powell, «. Sy:or wight, W, F. Watts
and Casper walker [uncle of Dr., Wm. A. Walker]. There was freduent reference
to ®Reverend William Powell™ but his principal vocation was that of railroad
agert and he was not a regularly ordained Minister.

At s conference in 1887, heading the list of those present was Henry
Wight (son of G. A. Wight), followed by A. C. Dickey, K. P. Wight, J. C. Evans,
Dr. W. A. Davis, Mrs. Maude (Bostwick) Roddenbery, and others,

At the quarterly conference, Jan. 16, 1892, the following were present:
Rev. J. C. Branch, Presiding Elder, Rev, D. D. Bateman, Pastor in Charge,
W. ¥, Watts, William Powell, B. F. Powell, T. W. Brown, Josech Herring, G. A.
Wign:, Or. W. P. Clower, C. W, Johnson, G. W, Gainous, Henry Gainous, Joseoh
Sesser, David J. Williams, J. W. Dixon, John J. Paulk, J. B, Wight, K. P.
Wight, Henry Wight, E. A. Vanlandingham, and J. L. Qliver.

T 2 quarterly conference in 1894 the following were named to serve for

the vear 1894-95: William Powell, J. Byron Wight and W. F. Watts, lLay Preachers
ard Irustees, and the following were named as Stewards of the Church: OIr. W. P.
Clewer, 2, F. Powell, Kedar Powell Wight, T. W. Brown, J. W. Dixon, T. A,
Williams, Kedar Powell (born 185G), W. R, Singletary, J. ®. Bryant, J. J. Paulk
(czalled "Little John" Paulk to distinguish from John L. Poulk), Josevh 3asser,
wm. wiley Fearce, Miles Vanlandingham, Geo. A. Wight (senior), Jossbvh Ferring,
Richard Merritt, C. W. Johnson, and G. W. Gainous.

William Powell and G. A. Wight, Sr., both died in 1864].

e

Starting with 20 memters in 1867, the church records listed 206 members
in 1238¢, and in 1895 the tctal membership was 221. From the beginnirng to the
present it is believed that the Cairo Methodist Church has had more members
thar any other individual church in Cairo. The following is quoted from
"aeslevan Christian Advocate™ of July 28, 1944: "There was a great forward
movement in the church [Cairo Methodist] in 1882 when the pastor, Rev. H. C.
fenriress, conducted a revival and preached the doctrine of holiness. In 1895
another revival, far reaching ir spiritual valuve, was led by Rev. J. M. Cutler,
who was the pastor four years."

Acout 1900 the original wooden building of 1873 was replaced by a then
commcdious brick building and church school, and in 1927 the present handsome
buildings were erected, all at the same location.

Through all its history the churches of Cairo of all denominations have
worked in harmony and close cooperation, though individual members were stead-
ast and loyal to their respective churches. As examples of diversity in
beliefs but cooperation in practice, in the beginning Mrs, D. W, Wilmot was
a moving spirit in the Methodist Church, while Dr. D. W. Wilmot was a devout
Baptist and a leading member of his church. B. F. (Dock) Powell was a Steward
and Sunday School teacher ir the Methodist Church, while his wife, Mrs. Emma
Martin Powell, daughter of a Baptist Minister, was a mainstay in the Baptist
Chureh throughout her long life. And while Walter B. Roddenbery was a pillar
ir thae Baptist Church and superintendent of the Sunday School, his wife, Mrs,
Maude Bostwick Roddenbery, who was a Methodist from childhood, remained loyal
to ard supported the Methodist Church until death at the age of 96.

—==z======
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Cairo Methodist Church

The first church established in what is now Cairo, and the first to |
have 2 meeting house of its own, was the Cairo Methodist Church which was
organized in 1867, the same year the railroad was built from Thomasville to
Bainbridge. That was three years before the Town of Cairo was incorporated
as a muricipality. In 1873 they erected the first church building in the
town, a plain wooden building painted white, located at the corner of South
Broad and old Ochlochnee St. (now named S.W., 3rd Ave.), which has ever since™
been the site of this Church,

*rs. D. W, Wilmot (wife of Dr. Wilmot), her sister, Miss Lizzie

Everett (later Mrs, W, J. Dickey), and a widow, Mrs, Julia Hall (mother of
Jim -ail)’ are credited with starting the arganizational movement and the
i ervices were held in the home of Mrs, Hall until the first church

building was erected in 1873, The first Cairo school-house was immediately
scuts ¢f this church preperty and the home of Mrs. Julia dall, an unpainted
house, was immediately south of the school building. Working with these

good wcmen in organizing the church were: William Fowell (2nd Mayor of Cairo),
Stephen A. Chester and his son W. A. Chester, Reni. F. (Dock) Powell, Capt.

E. A. ¥arlandingham, J, H, Hayes, Tom Brown, and others,

An incomplete History of Cairc Methodist Church is on file in Rodden-
bery Memorial Library and it contains much valuable information but it does
not record the names of the first Board of Stewards. Tom Brown, affectionately
known: as "Uncle Tom" (who was overseer of farms of Dr. 3. A. Roddenbery), is
named as the first male superientendent of the Sunday School. For a number
of years thereafter william Powell was the superintendent, and his half-
brother Benj. F. Fowell was for many years a Sunday School teacher. Prior
to 1894, william Powell and J. Byron Wight were recorded as Lay Preachers
and Trustees. Also prior to 1894, the following were Stewards of the Church:
Dr. w. P. Clower, B, F. Powell, Kecdar Powell Wight, T. W. Brown, J. W, Dixon,
T. A. williams, Kedar Powell (bern 1859), W. R. Singletary, J. B. Bryant,

J. J. Faulk (called "Little John"™ Paulk to distinguish from John L, Poulk),
Josepn 3asser, W. W, Pearce, Miles Vanlandingham, Geo. A. Wight (senior),
Joseph Herring, Richard Merritt, C. W. Johnson, and G. W. Gainous,
({The exact dates for service of above Stewards can nct be stated with
certainty but we know thet William Powell and G. A, Wight, Sr., both
died in 1894].

The recorded church history states that in tﬁé/early days this area
or territory was known as Bold Springs Circuit and that Bold Springs Church
was the mother church, and Tired Creek Methodist, Pumphreys and Pine Hill
were also in this circuit. Bold Springs Methodist (also called Wesleyan)
and Bold Springs Baptist Church are both in the southeastern part of the
17th land district of present Grady County and near Barnett's Creek.

Up to 1890, the pastors of Cairo Methodist Church, in order with
dates of pastorates in parentheses, were as follows: T. J. Colquitt (1867),
R. F. Evans (1868), P. C. Harris (1869-1872), J. J. Giles (1873), J. W,
Jackson (1874), J. T. Ainsworth (1875-1876), Wesley Lane (1877), R. C. Hines
(1878), J. S. Jordan (1880-1881), H. C. Fentress (1882-1883), W. B, Ousley



(1884), J. W. Arnold, Jr. (1885), Samuel W. Stubbs (1886-1888), ard J. T.
Ainsworth (1889-1890). Perhaps the last was son of Ainsworth who was pastor
in 1875-76 °

Starting with 20 members in 1867, the church records listed 206
members in 1886. From the beginning to the present it is believed that the
Cairo Methodist Church has had more members than any other individual church
in Cairo.

In 1900 the original wooden building of 1873 was replaced by a then
commodious brick building and church school, and in 1927 the present handsome
buildings were erected, all at the same location.

Through all its history the churches of Cairo of all derominations
have worked in harmony and close cooperation, though individual memters were
steardfast and lcyal *c their respective churchas., As examples of diversity
in beliefs but cooperation in practice, in the beginning Mrs. D. W. Wilmot
was a moving spirit in the Methodist Church, while Dr, D, W, Wilmo: was a
devout Baptist and a leading member of his church. B, F. (Dock) Fowa2ll was
a Steward and Sunday School teacher in the Methodist Church, while his wife,
Mrs, Emma Martin Powell, daughter of a Baptist Minister, was a mzinstay in
the Baptist Church throughout her long life. And while Walter E. Bcddenbery
was a pillar in the Baptist Church and superintendent of the Suncay School,
his wife, Mrs, Maude Bostwick Roddenbery, ds st ¥in =1
remained loyal to and supported the Methodis:/;hurch until death at the age

of 96.
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/Mrs, Julig Hall, widow, lived south of Methodist Ch
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« S. Roddenbery, Sr.

the school house being between her house and the church

/¢
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Her son Jim Hall was one of closest boyhood friends

Powell and some 20 members about 1873. That first church building in Cairo was

Nozes rfrom the Methodist Church History in Roddenbery Memorial Library.

Bistory of Cairo Methodlst Church falls into three periods:

The years in the white wooden building = 1867 - 1900

The years in the first brick building - 1900 - 1927

The years in the present building ==1927 -
In early days this section was known as Bold Springs Circuit, as Bold Springs
wzs the mother church. Completing the circuit were: Tired Creek, Pumphries

znd Pine Hill.

First record of Cairo Church in {955?31 of ¢t the South Georgia Conferenc =
gecerred in 1869 /
wfb

Early ministers listed were: zrgjr)u
The Rev. T. J. Colquitt < 1867 (5 W

The Rev. R. F. Evans - 1868 "VJ,

The Rev. P, C. Harris - 1869 - 1872

The Rev. J. J. Giles - 1873 fﬂ\""'\,)/"q';:g:w*')m/
The Rev. J. W. Jackson - 1874

The Rev. J. T. Ainsworth - 1875-1876 (first within memory of R.S.R.3r.)
The Rev. Wesley Lane - 1877

The Rev. C. C. Hines - 1878

The Rev. J. S. Jordan - 1880-1881

The Rev. H. C. Fentress - 1882-1883

The Rev. W. B. Ousley - 1884

The Rev. J. W. Arnold, Jr. - 1885
The Rev. Samuel W. Stubbs 1886-1888
The Rev. J. T. Ainsworth 1889-1890 (perhaps son of first J.T.A.)

It is interesting that the Cairo Church grew out of the efforts of three
good women, Mrs. D. W. Wilmot, her sister, Miss Lizzie Everette (later Mrs. W. J.
'fckey), and a widow, Mrs. Julia Hall. Ihe first services were held in the home
f Mrs. Hall until the first church bulldlng erected in 1873 Working with
these consecrated women were: William Powell, Stephen A. Chester, B. F. Powell,
Benjamin Franklin Powell, Rev. P, C. Harris, Captain E. A. VanLandingham, J. H.
Bayes, Tom Brown, and others. _Tom Brown, affectionately known as }'Uncle Tom"

was _first male superintendent of Sunday School. This Tom Brown was overseer
of farms of Dr. S.A. Rodden;EEQZ)

First small wodden church building grec: under leadership of William

a beautiful little wooden sanctuary with Grecian arched windows and a wide and
friendly arched door inviting all who would EEme to come and worship within.
Services continued in that building until 1900, when it was torn down to be
replaced on that game cormer of Broad Street and Third Avenue, S.W., by a larger

brick building.

Stephen A. Chester (deaf & used ear trumpet) wa

father of W. A. Chester.

Earliest written record register 1886 listing 206 members.

Parsonage built 1894, valued at $1,000.




«S. Superintendent

N, Moore as his

W.B.R,,5r. named W. A. Chester as S

(

and Miss Lizzie Everett and Mrs.

#2 Tirst Methodist Church, Cairo

-

In 1892 Cairo was still on a circuit, and later became a half station
witih Whigham, then about the turn of the century became an independent charge

I noticed the name D. D. Bateman, P.C. following several quotatioms.

He must have been one of the carlier clerks, whatever they might be called in
the Methodist Church:X (Think P,C, meant Pastor in Charge
or_Preacher in Charge‘SD e

Stewards in 1895: (I did not find the Board of Stewards listed earlier
than this, though there were several names mentioned of leaders in the church

ittle John" Paulk;

distant kin of John L. Poulk.

called "L

\ (;i. w.P.Clower, father oi Dr, Bugene Clower)

\ . P, Clower, B. F. Powell, K. P, Wight, T. W. Brown, J. W. Dixon

| T. A, Williams, K. Powell, W. R. Slngletary, J. B. Bryant .
Joseph Sasser, W. W. Pearce, Miles VanLandingham,(G. A. Joseph
Herring, Richard Merritt, C. W. Jchnson, G. W. Gainous,
and also listed at that time (1895) were:
William Powell, Lay Preacher & Trustee

A J. B. Wight, Lay Preacher & Trustee L

t W. L. WEEES.’ ._Ii‘_ .D'
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g,l spent only a few minutes getting the above, and scanned the entire history

«\3 ut only read the first few pages in detail. I did not find mention of:

3

£ First Board of Stewards_-—loj MWMW'

)

05}

= Complete list of first members, although names in various capacities

@ |were mentioned at differemnt times

g early

n ames of/Sunday ol Superintendents after mention of Tom Brown as first,

+f (R.5.R.,5r. remembers William Powell as Superintendenty)

L ame of builder of either first or second church L d %

Pall Name u e ’V.o:" 1 ,

* %k k k k ok k% kX %%

Mention was made of Mr. Henry Wight giving a steeple after the church
was built, but I do not remembex now @hether it ,was fhe white wooden church or
the brick building. /Q:.wél/cﬁ j 2 4/( mu(gux—&uj Gt ool
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I enjoyed scanning the history, and would be glad to read it in more detail
if other information is desired.

An amusing incident was that Mr. Watts, L, D., was ''called on the carpet"
so to speak, for doing work on Sunday. The next conference at Bold Springs cleared
him of the charge but reprimanded him and warned him not to let it happen again.
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Some: E. storical Notes On
WILLIAM P-© ﬂ’E 1630 B SB ENE CLLEA SES

///2915 —

of the First Methodist Church, Cairo, Georgia

(compiled from the best available records on the occasion of the
50th Anniversary Dinner of the class, November 9, 1965)

The William Powell Bible Class has had quite an interesting history, to
be sure, but records have not been found available for most of the time it has served to
promote God's Kingdom in this community. This is, therefore, an effort simply to compile
some of the more important historical data from the records that have been found, and
not to prepare a complete history.

There appears to be little if any reason to challenge the accepted date,
1915, as the year when the class came to be known by its present name, although some re-
cords indicate that the present class stemmed from one organized about 1906, What is now
the First Methodist Church here, of which the class is a part, was constituted in 1867,
ard is, as of this year, some 98 years old. The church, from its beginning until 1900,
was, in a material sense, a "Little White Chapel," which stood in the scuthwestern por-
tion of the original church land. It was succeeded by the first brick edifice in 1900.
The main portion of the present facilities was built in 1927, but enlarged and modern-
ized several times since that date. This is pointed out to explain that what came to be
the William Powell Bible Class in 1915 may well have had its actual origin before 1906.

For many years, or from about 1906 until Feb. 1, 1931, it was a class
of both men and women, a "mixed class," with up to 150 members on roll, but with an
average attendance probably less than half that number. From about 1906 until he resign-
ed due to failing health in November, 1928, the teacher and great spiritual leader of
the class was Rev. Walter C. Jones, who had served in the South Georgia Methodist Con-
ference, and the best information is that it was generally known all through those 25
years as the "Brother Walter C. Jones Class."

Available records are meager as to just when or why the class took the
name of William Powell, although there can be no question whatsoever about the worthi-
ness or distinguished career of the manfor whom it was named. Dr. W. A. Walker, in a
scholarly address in December, 1934, when the family presented to the class a portrait
of William Powell, a portrait that is still in excellent condition, paid a glowing tri-
bute to the life and career of our namesake, and copies of that address, containing
much other church and community history of his era, are still in existence. He was a
member of one of several families who migrated to this section from North Carolina,
first settling in what probably may best be identified as the old Sofkee community,
southwest of Cairo, a community also known as Wightville. After Cairo came into exist-
ence in the late 1860s, the Powells, Wights and others moved here. Cairo became a sta-
tion on the old Atlantic & Gulf Railroad, now for many years the Atlantic Cozst Line,
when trains began operating, about December, 1867, and William Powell became the first
agent for the railroad at Cairo, a position he held until his death on Dec. 22, 1894,
at the age of only 60, March 5, 1834 having been his birth date. As Doctor Walker re-
vealed, it was in his adulthood that he gave himself completely to God, and he became
so active and influential in promoting the Kingdom that he was not only one of the
prime movers in establishing what is our First Methodist Church, in 1867, but in es-
tablishing other churches and Sunday Schools in this area. He became a local preacher,
licensed by the church here that he helped to establish. As Doctor halker said of him
in his address, he had "an irresistible urge'" to spread the Gospel and dedicated his
life most commendably to bringing countless others to dedicate their lives to the
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service of God and humanity. So it is that his works follow after him and that his good
name is perpetuated in the lives of ‘countless others, as members of the class through
the years, and as countless visitors to the class, and the kin of members, to continue
the contributions he so ably began.

W. Albert Wwalker, Jr. (a grandson of our namesake), from Jan. 1, 1928,
to Feb. 1, 1931, as secretary of the class, efficiently kept and still has in his posses-
sion, complete minutes of the business sessions of the class, held each first Sunday.
These minutes include the class roll of 150 members as of Jan. 1, 1928, and at other
times during the period, along with many detailed records of the class activities. It
is interesting to note that the class first sponsored operation of automobile trucks and
later two busses to transport people to Sunday School for a long period in those days.

It will be well if the class can arrange for a permanent depository to preserve class
records and what-have-you, so that class members in the years ahead might share them.

It was the concluding class business session of the period covered by
these minutes, on Feb. 1, 1931, that the action was taken to make the class one for men
only, "including all men 24 years of age, and above.'" The secretary was also thought-
ful enough to add the class roll when it became a class of men only. That roll follows:

J. A. (Sandy) Aldredge, Forest G. (Folly) Brown, Ira Carlisle, Arthur
C. Dickey, E. R. Duke, Robt. L. Forrester, Ed Farnell, John E. Hall, W. C. Ham, Henry
Herring, Ira Higdon, Sr., Bill Hurst, Rev. W. C. Jones, Doctor Matthews, John Muggridge,
Alex Maxwell, D. F. Oliver, John A. Powell, lst, J. W. Pelham, J. M. Poulk, Lem Fowell,
L. M. (Shorty) Powell, Dr. J. V. Rogers, J. W. Southall, Judge J. Q. Smith, Judge John
R. Singletary, J. M. Strange, T. C. Teate, Roscoe Van Landingham, Ronald Watson, W. Al-
bert Walker, Jr., and Alvin B. Wight. Total: 33.

Robert P. Wight has endeavored to compile a list of members of the class
during the time it was a 'mixed" class, for both men and women, who are still living,
and lists the following: Mrs. J. A. Aldredge, Chas. L. Browne, Sr., Mrs. W. Y. Bryan,
Ira Carlisle (a past president), Mrs. Ed Farnell, J. E. Forsyth (a past president),
Earley Gandy (a past president), Mrs. W. C. Ham, Mrs. Ira Higdon, Sr., John R. King,
L. M. (Shorty) Powell, W. Albert Walker, Jr. (a several terms past president), Mrs. J.
S. Weathers, Mrs. Thomas Wight, Mrs. J. R. White, and Ed L. Vanlandingham.

It is regrettable that records have not been found to permit compila-
tion of a roster of the past presidents. However, while it may not be fully verified
for the entire period, the following roster of the class teachers may be about correct:

As previously noted, Rev. Walter C. Jones was the regular teacher from
1906, about the time of its origin, until he resigned due to failing health in November,
1928. Brother Jones, a towering man of God, was born in Brooks county on Jan. 6, 1855,
and passed to his Eternal Rest on Aug. 1, 1948, at the ripe age of 93. Judge J. Q. Smith
was his first assistant and Dr. W. A. Walker was his second assistant.

when Brother Jones resigned as of November, 1928, Judge Smith assumed
the duties as teacher and served "about two years," with Doctor Walker as assistant.

Available records show that he was succeeded in the early 1930s by Dr.
Albert W. Rehberg, who served faithfully, despite his professional duties, almost alone,
for several years, with Dr. J. V. Rogers as his assistant. Doctor Rehberg was then join-
ed in 1937 by louis A. Powell, and these two rotated on a monthly basis regularly for
some 16 years, until 1953, when Doctor Rehberg resigned because of failing health. Doc-
tor Rehberg, one of the outstanding Bible students in this section's history, was born
Sept. 20, 1899 and died Sept. 16, 1955. After his resignation, Louis A. Powell contin-
ued alone for a few months but was later joined by Adron Rosser and others whose ser-
vice available records do not reveal, but including Mrs. C. B. Urick, Rev. Fred Meyer.
For some time, now, Kelly C. Freeman, Ernest H. Herring and Ilouis A. Powell have been
serving in rotation every three months, with Adron Rosser as reserve teacher.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE
First Methodist Church, Cairo, Georgia, Sept. 8, 1951
Mrs. Walter C. (Mellie Powell) Jones

Pastor: Bro. G. N. Rainey, assisted by Rev. Albert Trulock, Valdosta, Ga.

SCHRIPTURES, by Bro. Rainey:
John 11:25-26:

I am the resurrection, and the life; he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live;

And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die,--

John 14:1-3:
Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in me., In my

Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you: I
go to prepare a place for you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Psalm 23:

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want,

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they coufort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou annoint—
est my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

John 14: 15,16,18,19,27:

If ye love me, keep my commandments,

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever;

I will not leave you comfortless; I will come to you. Yet a little while, and
the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.——
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth,

give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid -

PRAYER: Bro. Rainey -
SONG: Charles Beale: "HOJ FIRM A FOUNDATION":

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

In every condition, in sickness, in health,

In poverty's vale, or abounding in wealth;

At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea,

As your days may demand, shall you strength ever be.



« Julig Hall, widow, lived south of Methodist Church

the school house being between her house and the church
Her son Jim Hall was one of closest boyhood friends
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Notes from the Methodist Church History in Roddenbery Memorial Library.

History of Cairo Methodist Church falls into three periods:

— e —

The years in the white wooden building - 1867 - 1900
The years in the first brick building - 1900 - 1927
The years in the present building - 1927 -

In early days this section was known as Bold Springs Circuit, as Bold Springs

was the mother church. Completing the circuit were: Tired Creek, Pumphries
and Pine Hill.

First record of Cairo Church in Journal of the South Georgia Conferenc T
it cd o 1862, )

o ' ; e
Early ministers listed were: A S s T
The Rev. T. J. Colquitt el 8y %;%W
P> e

The Rev. R. F. Evans - 1868 "”J, \

The Rev. P, C. Harris - 1869 - 1872 5 q.r"t

The Rev. J. J. Giles - 1873 m\‘ﬂ\,\r"‘:ﬁz% /
The Rev. J. W. Jackson - 1874

The Rev., J. T. Ainsworth - 1875-1876 (first within memory of R.S.R.Sr.)
The Rev. Wesley Lane - 1877 A\

The Rev. C. C. Hines - 1878

The Rev. J. S. Jordan - 1880-1881

The Rev. H. C. Fentress - 1882-1883

The Rev. W. B. Ousley - 1884

The Rev. J. W. Arnold, Jr. - 1885

The Rev. Samuel W. Stubbs - 1886-1888

N
1889-1890 (perhaps son of first J.T.A,)

The Rev. J. T. Ainsworth

It is interesting that the Cairo Church grew out of the efforts of three
good women, Mrs. D. W. Wilmot, her sister, Miss Lizzie Everette (later Mrs. W. J.
Dickey), and a widow, Mrs. Julia Hall._The first services were held in the home
}Qf Mrs. Hall until the first church building erected in 1873. Working with <
these consecrated women were: William Powell, Stephen A. Chester, B. F. Powell,
Benjamin Franklin Powell, Rev. P, C. Harris, Captain E. A. VanLandingham, J. H.
Hayes, Tom Brown, and others. _Tom Brown, affectionately known as }'Uncle Tom"

was _first male superintendent of Sunday School This Tom Brown was overseer
of farms of Dr., S.A. Roddenééé&i)

First small wodden church building grected Under leadership of William
Powell and some 20 members about 1873. That first church building in Cairo was

of R. S. Roddenbery, Sr.

E

a beautiful little wooden sanctuary with Grecian arched windows and a wide and
friendly arched door inviting all who would =EmeE to come and worship within.
Services continued in that building until 1900, when it was torn down to be
replaced on that same corner of Broad Street and Third Avenue, S.W., by a larger
brick building. , =

Stephen A. Chester (deaf & used ear trumpét)

father of W, A, Chester.

Earliest written record register 1886 listing 206 members.

Parsonage built 1894, valued at $1,000.



#2 First Methodist Church, Cairo

In 1892 Cairo was still on a circuit, and later became a half station
with Whigham, then about the turn of the century became an independent charge

I noticed the name D. D. Bateman, P.C. following several quotations.
He must have been one of the earlier clerks, whatever they mlght be called in
the Methodist Churchy(Think P.C. meant Pastor in Charge
or_Preacher in Charge. )/
Stewards in 1895: (I did not find the Board of Stewards listed earlier
than this, though there were several names mentioned of leaders in the church

distant kin of John L. Poulk.

called "Little John" Paulk,

Herring, Richard Merrltt C. W. Johnson, G. W. Gainods,

and also listed at that time (1895) were:

«S. Superintendent

Dr. Moore as his

William Powell, Lay Preacher & Trustee
J. B. Wight, Lay Preacher & Trustee
W. L. Watts, L., D.

F I S S S R S S

I spent only a few minutes getting the above, and scanned the entire history
but only read the first few pages in detail. I did not find mention of:

First Board of Stewards ——m"‘j M 6"'“/""‘"’ (? 5 ‘re ¢ 5

Complete list of first members, although names in various capacities

were mentioned at different times
early
ames of/Sunday School Superintendents after mention of Tom Brown as first,

eDeRe,Sr, remembers William Powell as Superinten&gﬁf‘)
build iE th first d church 1 k
Name of ui er o el er irs or secon Cc urgpta:'_ ‘_1 .

R.ySr. named W. A. Chester as S
and Miss Lizzie Everett and Mrs.

first Sunday School teachers.

"W.B.

e ok %Rk E % K RE %

Mention was made of Mr, Henry Wight giving a steeple after the church
was built, but I do not remember now whether it was the white wooden church or

the brick building. /;{L,«u le /[é/v-ef KM »C/ Aw(éu»c ) 5

% % Xk K ke kR RiRIE R R

I enjoyed scanning the history, and would be glad to read it in more detail
if other information is desired.

An amusing incident was that Mr. Watts, L. D., was ''called on the carpet"
so to speak, for doing work on Sunday. The next conference at Bold Springs cleared
him of the charge but reprimanded him and warned him not to let it happen again.

74 . 244,
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(1884), J. W. Arnold, Jr. (1885), Samuel W. Stubbs (1886-1888), and J. T.
Ainsworth (1889- 1890) Perhaps the last was son of Ainsworth who was pastor

in 1875-76. 7“._,_,1“ lqu’d_L'fMMwme 2 20

D Starting,with 20 members in 1867, the church records listed 206
| members in 18864’ From the beginning to the present it is believed that the
Cairo Methodist Church has had more members than any other individual church
in Calro.ak

= 1900 the original wooden building of 1873 was replaced by a then
commodious brick building and church school, and in 1927 the present handsome

&' buildings were erected, all at the same location.

Through all its history the churches of Cairo of all denominations
have worked in harmony and close cooperation, though individual members were
steadfast and loyal to their respective churches. As examples of diversity

ﬁ/ in beliefs but cooperation in practice, in the beginning Mrs. D. W, Wilmot
was a moving spirit in the Methodist Church, while Dr. D, W. Wilmot was a
devout Baptist and a leading member of his church. B. F. (Dock) Powell was

a Steward and Sunday School teacher in the Methodist Church, while his wife,
Mrs. Emma Martin Powell, daughter of a Baptist Minister, was a mainstay in
the Baptist Church throughout her long life, And while Walter B. Roddenbery
was a pillar in the Baptist Church and superintendent of the Sunday School,

his wife, Mrs. Maude Bostwick Roddenbery, daughter-of-a-Methodist-Minister,
remained loyal to and supported the Methodist Church until death at the age

of 96,

K oA : &:w ’/wb‘l‘a«-‘»m‘w

TS W awﬁﬁl ady @{L " E'Man_

) :Ir RS /ES?S 7 4LLT7£LL4A-F:éh€12
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KINGDOM. IN RETIREMENT, HE LOCATED IN CAIRO, WHERE EARLIER IN HIS
MINISTRY HE HAD MARRIED THE LOVELY MELVINA POWELL WHO MADE THE PERFECT
COMPANION HELPER, AND HOMEMAKER. THOUGH BROTHER JONES WAS RETIRED, HE
BLESSED THIS COMMUNITY BY LABORING IN THE HOME AND RURAL CHURCHES,
WHERE HE PREACHED MANY SE.MONS, CONDUCTED HUNDREDS OF FUNERALS AND
MARRIAGES, AND TAUGHT THE WILLIAM POWELL BIBLE CLASS.

BROTHER JONES AND MISS MELLIE DEDICATED THEIR BEAUTIFUL HOME TO
GOD, AND AS SUCH, IT BECAME THE CENTER FOR FRIENDS, KINSFOLK AND YOUNG
PEOPLE TO GATHER: FOR WALTER JONES WAS A NEIGHBOR LOVED BY ALL CLASSES,
RACES, AND CREEDS. HE CARRIED SUNSHINE WHEREVER HE WENT. 1IN THE HOME,
ON THE STREETS, IN THE FIELD, ALWAYS HIS SWEET SMILE AND KIND WORDS
WERE A BOON AND A BLESSING TO EVERY HEART THAT TOUCHED HIS LIFE DURING
THOSE 46 YEARS OF HIS SUPERANNUATE YEARS IN OUR MIDST.

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THE FINEST INVESTMENT A PERSON CAN MAKE IS
IN INFLUENCE. BROTHER JONES MADE THAT INVESTMENT THROUGH HIS INFLUENCE
THROUGH HIS CHURCH: HE ALSO MADE THAT INVESTMENT THROUGH HIS FINE
FAMILY BY HIS NOBLE PRECEPT AND EXAMPLE. TODAY MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY
ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE OF THEIR GOODLY HERITAGE AND CARRY ON THE TRADITION
AS WORTHY CHILDREN OF MATCHLESS PARENTS. MAY I MENTION THEM: DR. WALTER
JONES, SURGEON OF MIAMI, FLORIDA. DR. POWELL JONES, DEAN OF A COLLEGE
OF NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY, JOSEPﬁ1g££g§EZ;ﬁES, CORPORATION ATTORNEY
OF WASHINGTON, D. C., MRS. HERBERT HOOVER OF LINCOLN, MASS., WHO IS THE
LOVELY LUCRETIAN AND MRS. JULIEN RODDENBERY OF CAIRO, GA., WHO IS OUR
OWN MARGARET, ALREADY FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HER CHRISTLIKE MOTHER.
THERE ARE FOURTEEN GRANDCHILDREN AND TWO GREAT GRANDCHILDREN TO ARISE
UP AND CALL THEM BLESSED. AS BROTHER ALBERT TRULOCK SAID IN THE WORDS
OF JESUS, TRULY BROTHER JONES HEARD THE WORDS OF COMMENDATION:

WWELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT,
ENTER THOU INTO THE .JOYS OF THEi LORD.™
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Eairo Methodist Church

The first church established in what is now Cairo, and the first to
have a meeting house of its own, was the Cairo Methodist Church which was
organized in 1867, the same year the railroad was built from Thomasville to
Bainbridge. That was three years before the Town of Cairo was incorporated
as a municipality. In 1873 they erected the first church building in the
town, a plain wooden building painted white, located at the corner of South
Broad and old Ochlochnee St. (now named S.W. 3rd Ave.), which has ever since
been the site of this Church,

Mrs. D. W. Wilmot (wife of Dr. Wilmot), her sister, Miss Lizzie Everett
(later Mrs. W. J. Dickey), and a widow, Mrs. Julia Hall (mother of Jim Hall),
are credited with starting the organizational movement and the first services
were held in the home of Mrs. Hall until the first church building was erected
in 1873. The first Cairo school-house was immediately south of this church
property and the home of Mrs. Julia Hall, an unpainted house, was immediately
south of the school building. Working with these good women in organizing
the church were: William Powell (2nd Mayor of Cairo), Stephen A, Chester and
his son W. A. Chester, Benj. F. (Dock) Powell, Capt. E. A. Vanlandingham,

J. H. Hayes, Tom W. Brown, and others. Before erection of any church building,
Sunday School for all denominations was held in the school-house.,

An incomplete history of Cairo Methodist Church, compiled in recent
years by Mrs. W. E. (Ruth) Young, is on file in Roddenbery Memorial Library.
Mrs. Young had lived in Cairo but a short time when this work was done and
she relied on information furnished her by older persons and whatever church
records were available to her. While there may be some inaccuracies in dates
and otherwise, this compilation contains much valuable information. She did
not record the names of the first Board of Stewards, nor all superintendents
of the Sunday School, and it is understandable that names of some early members
were unknown to her and omitted. It is recorded that Tom W, Brown, affectionately
known as "Uncle Tom" [who was overseer of farms of Dr. S. A. Roddenbery], was
the first male superintendent of the Sunday School. For a number of years there-
after William Powell was the superintendent, and his half-brother Benj. F. Powell
was for many years a Sunday School teacher.

The recorded church history states that in the early days this area or
territory was known as Bold Springs Circuit and that Bold Springs Church was
the mother church, and Tired Creek Methodist, Pumphreys and Pine Hill were
also in this circuit. Bold Springs Methodist (also called Wesleyan) and Bold
Springs Baptist Church are both in the southeastern part of the 17th land
district of present Grady County and near Barnett's Creek.

Up to 1890, the pastors of Cairo Methodist Church, in order and with
dates of pastorates in parentheses, were as follows: T. J. Colquitt (1867),
R. F. Evans (1868), P. C. Harris (1869-1872), J. J. Giles (1873), J. W.
Jackson (1874), J. T. Ainsworth (1875-1876), Wesley Lane (1877), R. C. Hines '
(1878), J. S. Jordan (1880-1881), H. C. Fentress (1882-1883), W. B. Ousley
(1884), J. W. Arnold, Jr. (1885), Samuel W. Stubbs (1886-1888), and J. T.
Ainsworth (1889-1890). Perhaps the last was son of Ainsworth who was pastor
in 1875-76.

JUL 13 1905



Cairo Methodist Church
P. 2

In addition to above named pastors, there were a number of Lay Preachers
and Exhorters, among them being William Powell, J. Byron Wight, W. F. Watts
and Casper Walker [uncle of Dr. Wm. A. Walker]. There was frequent reference
to "Reverend William Powell" but his principal vocation was that of railroad
agent and he was not a regularly ordained Minister.

At a conference in 1887, heading the list of those present was Henry
Wight (son of G. A. Wight), followed by A. C. Dickey, K. P. Wight, J. C. Evans,
Dr. W. A. Davis, Mrs. Maude (Bostwick) Roddenbery, and others.

At the quarterly conference, Jan. 16, 1892, the following were present:
Rev. J., O, Branch, Presiding Elder, Rev. D. D. Bateman, Pastor in Charge,
W. F. Watts, William Powell, B. F. Powell, T. W. Brown, Joseph Herring, G. A.
Wight, Dr. W. P. Clower, C. W. Johnson, G. W. Gainous, Henry Gainous, Joseph
Sasser, David J. Williams, J. W. Dixon, John J. Paulk, J. B. Wight, K. P.
Wight, Henry Wight, E. A, Vanlandingham, and J. L. Oliver.

At a quarterly conference in 1894 the following were named to serve for

the year 1894-95: William Powell, J. Byron Wight and W. F. Watts, Lay Preachers
and Trustees, and the following were named as Stewards of the Church: Dr. W. P.
Clower, B, F. Powell, Kedar Powell Wight, T. W. Brown, J. W, Dixon, T. A.
Williams, Kedar Powell (born 1859), W. R. Singletary, J. B. Bryant, J. J. Paulk
(called "Little John" Paulk to distinguish from John L. Poulk), Joseph Sasser,
Wm. Wiley Pearce, Miles Vanlandingham, Geo. A. Wight (senior), Joseph Herring,
Richard Merritt, C. W. Johnson, and G. W. Gainous.

[William Powell and G. A. Wight, Sr., both died in 1894],

Starting with 20 members in 1867, the church records listed 206 members
in 1886, and in 1895 the total membership was 221. From the beginning to the
present it is believed that the Cairo Methodist Church has had more members
than any other individual church in Cairo. The following is quoted from
"Wesleyan Christian Advocate™ of July 28, 1944: "There was a great forward
movement in the church [Cairo Methodist] in 1882 when the pastor, Rev. H. C.
Fentress, conducted a revival and preached the doctrine of holiness. In 1895
another revival, far reaching in spiritual value, was led by Rev. J. M. Outler,
who was the pastor four years."

About 1900 the original wooden building of 1873 was replaced by a then
commodious brick building and church school, and in 1927 the present handsome
buildings were erected, all at the same location.

Through all its history the churches of Cairo of all denominations have
worked in harmony and close cooperation, though individual members were stead-
fast and loyal to their respective churches. As examples of diversity in
beliefs but cooperation in practice, in the beginning Mrs. D. W. Wilmot was
a moving spirit in the Methodist Church, while Dr. D. W, Wilmot was a devout
Baptist and a leading member of his church. B. F., (Dock) Powell was a Steward
and Sunday School teacher in the Methodist Church, while his wife, Mrs. Emma
Martin Powell, daughter of a Baptist Minister, was a mainstay in the Baptist
Church throughout her long life. And while Walter B. Roddenbery was a pillar
in the Baptist Church and superintendent of the Sunday School, his wife, Mrs,
Maude Bostwick Roddenbery, who was a Methodist from childhood, remained loyal
to and supported the Methodist Church until death at the age of 96,
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FIRST METHODIST CHURCH

The history of the constitution and beginnings
of what is now the First United Methodist Church
of Cairo (Ga.) coincides with the beginnings of
the community of Cairo, the background for which
dates back to 1818 when William Hawthorne
blazed a trail through Southwest Georgia from
North Carolina to what he termed a Garden Spot
area about the Florida-Georgia line, whence he
led a band of a number of very sturdy North
Carolina families to establish the community of
Calvary (first called “the North Carolina Settle-
ment”) in 1828. He then planted the seeds for the
full flowering of the Cairo community to begin
in 1867 when Cairo became a station on the old
Atlantic & Gulf Railroad (now the Seaboard Coast
Line), rails for which were laid from Thomasville
to Bainbridge for trains to begin operating in
November, 1867. Cairo, which subsequently be-
came a post office, was incorporated as a town
in 1870 and as a city in 1906.

Records of Cairo Church clearly emphasize that
it grew out of the efforts of “three good women”
and the Sunday School they first organized. The
three were Mrs. D. H. Wilmot, her sister, Miss
Lizzie Everette (later a Mrs. Dickey) and Mrs.
Julia Hall. The church and Sunday School services
were held at the home of the latter until the first
edifice, described as “a beautiful little white
wooden sanctuary with Grecian arched windows,”
was completed in 1873. Records show there were
20 charter members, but do not list all of them.
However, they included, in addition to “the three
good women,” the following: Tom W. Brown, the
first S. S. superintendent, Stephen A. Chester,
Rev. P. C. Harris, listed as pastor both of Bold
Springs and Cairo Church, James H. Hayes, Wil-
liam Powell, an accredited lay preacher who
largely supervised the construction of the first
edifice and helped to organize other Methodist
churches in the area, Benjamin (Doc) Powell, who
later taught the Fellowship Class in the S. S. for

33 years, and Capt. E. A. Vanlandingham.

Cairo Church grew rather steadily in member-
ship and influence, and, in a few years, when the
Wight families moved to the developing town of
Cairo from Wightville (Sofkee), about six miles
to the southwest, to swell its roster, the beloved
Little White Church, in the southwestern corner
of the present church site, was given an imposing
addition, a steeple, “towering in four separate and
matchless tiers above the tree tops, covered with
slate roofs,” which came to be known as “Henry’s
Steeple,” because it was built and largely paid
for by Henry Wight, who felt that a church was
not a church without a steeple. By 1886, mem-
bers increased to 206, then to 300 by 1897, where-
upon a larger brick edifice was authorized. It was
built on the northeast portion of the site, toward
the intersection of South Broad Street and what
is now 3rd Ave. S.W. Construction difficulties
were encountered but Bishop C. B. Galloway in
1901 specially assigned to the church as pastor
Rev. W. M. Blitch, a native of this section, known
as an outstanding church builder. Under his
leadership, in 1902, the church finished a well-
built edifice of deep red brick, with stained-glass
windows, and it served the church well during
the second distinct phase of its history, until 1927
—except that by 1908 the Sunday School, with
attendance at upwards of 500, had outgrown its
facilities, and a large Epworth League Hall and
S. S. annex, a wood structure just west of the
brick church, was built.

With this glance anew at the church’s history,
which makes its members aglow with their great
heritage, this church is now well into its second
100 years of service as a great factor for good in
this community and area, with a strong mission
outreach that extends helpfully to many parts of
the world. Under Rev. Henry K. Erwin, the pres-
ent pastor, is leading it to still greater heights
of service in the mission and the general fields.




The following history of Grady County’s school
system was compiled by Lloyd Connell, county
school superintendent in collaboration with Miss
Wessie Connell.

The southwest part of Georgia was just opening
up in the 1840’s and 50’s. It was during this period
that the first settlers came to what is now Grady
County. Georgia had at this time few, if any, free
publci schools. The interest in public education
was just beginning in Georgia. The Grady County
pioneers made no immediate attempts to establish
public schools.

The settlers may have been pioneers, but they
were Americans first, and Americans usually
built their homes, churches, schools and taverns
in approximately that order, and pretty soon
after arriving in a new area. There were no large
plantations in Grady County; the people were
simple, stalwart farmers. But there was usually
a wife in the community with enough education
to teach her own children and a few others. We
may surmise that a few of the more prosperous
settlers in this area sent their sons and daughters
to the boarding schools in Thomasville and Bain-
bridge that are recorded as having operated dur-
ing that time.

Soon afterwards came the schoolmaster, who,
perhaps, ‘“talked up” his own school—soliciting
parents to allow him to set up a school—and stat-
ing his price—room and board and $5 a month.
Records disclose that there were about two of
this type of school in what is now Grady County.
One at Calvary and another near Whigham. By
the time of the Civil War, however, there was a
schoolmaster in Cairo—for records show that he
left to fight.

These early schools were crude affairs — log
cabins or, at most, painted clapboards — hand
hewn. School was brief —four or five winter
months. Grades were not well defined, perhaps
one through eight. Of course in the eighth grade
the pupils were 16 and read Milton and Caesar,
“did” Algebra and speed Constantinople by syl-
lables.

In Georgia the first record of any state funds
being given to education was in 1958 when the
Legislature began to set aside $100,000 annually
from the income of the state-owned railway.

The Civil War marks a turning point in the
history of the Grady County area and Grady
County schools. After the war, the state embodied
in its Constitution of 1868 a caluse providing for
free schools for all children, both white and col-
ored. For funds, the poll tax was to be the chief
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source along with other various taxes.

As Cairo and Whigham were chartered towns,
each set up tax-supported schools. There were
already a few rural districts that paid self-imposed
taxes to provide for schools, but these were the
first to call themselves “high schools.”

The period of the eighties and nineties was
characterized by growth in the one-room schools.
Each rural community or electural district estab-
lished its own school.

The first high school with ten grades in what
is now Grady County was the Cairo High School.
Sometimes around the turn of the century Cairo
boasted of a three-year high school—grades eight
thrcugh ten. By this time subjects included
French, Longfellow and Algebra, still among the
old favorites.

Though the population of Grady County as a
whole has risen and fallen since its formation in
1905, the population at that time was 18,979. The
children went to school in 62 schoolhouses—32 for
white children and 30 for Negro children.  The
salaries of the teachers averaged $30 a month.
School was in session about seven months.

The first World War brought consolidation to
the school system. In 1918 the average teachers
salary had increased to $38. There were only 15
painted schoolhouses in Grady County—the total
value of school property being $49,000.

During the 1920’s brick schools were built, elec-
tric lights installed and teachers salaries continued
to increase. There were only 59 schools in the
county in 1928.

It was during the late thirties that new courses
in the schools began to appear—health, music and
art in the elementary grades—vocational agricul-
ture, home economics and industrial arts in the
high schools at Cairo and Whigham. Consolida-
tion of the schools continued on through the thir-
ties and during the second World War. The elev-
enth grade high school was shown to be inade-
quate. Grady County put the twelve grade high
school on its post-war list.

In September of 1970, the Grady County School
System was entirely integrated racially. Seven
schools are currently operating with a combined
total enrollment of 4,345 students. These schools
are:

(1) Cairo High School

(2) Whigham High and Elementary School

(3) Washington Junior High School

(4) Shiver Elementary School

(5) Northside Elementary School

(6) Southside Elementary School

(7) Washington Elementary School



Wednesday, March 8, 2023

The Qairn Messenger

United no more

Cairo First votes
to split away from
United Methodist

Grady County's largest
United Methodist Church
has followed other churches
in the county and across the
South Georgia Conference in
~ taking action to exit the de-

nomination.

After a steady drumbeat
over the past nine months of
extensive lobbying by some
church members along with
the Rev. Sam Vernon, the
current pastor of Cairo First
United Methodist Church,
the congregation met in a

church conference last
Wednesday evening led by
District Superintendent
Doreen Smalls.

The purpose of the con-
ference was to vote on disaf-
filiation from the United
Methodist Church. While no
changes have been made to
the denomination’s Book of
Discipline that local church
leaders and the Cairo con-
gregation apparently dis-
agree with, the Rev. Vernon
told parishioners that he is
convinced, and he appar-
ently convinced a majority of
the membership, that it was
necessary to vote to exit the
denomination prior to the
the UMC General Confer-
ence scheduled for April 23-
May 3 in Charlotte, N.C.

Changes to the Book of
Discipline regarding human
sexuality, same sex marriage
and gay clergy are likely to be
debated at the General Con-
ference, however Bishop
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come down after the vote of the congregation last week to disaffiliate from the de-

nomination.

David Graves of the South
Georgia Conference and
other conference leaders
have said they believe it is
unlikely changes will be ap-
proved that would alter the
church's current stance on
human sexuality.

The vote in Cairo last
Wednesday night was 159-
56, which was more than the
two-thirds majority required
to pass the measure.

Yet to be determined is
what denomination the
church will affiliate with or
whether it will remain inde-
pendent. The congregation

must also decide on a new
name for the church.

Here in Grady County,
Springhill United Methodist
Church has scheduled a
church conference for next
Tuesday, March 14, in order
to vote. Should that congre-
gation vote to disaffiliate,
that will leave Bethel United
Methodist Church as the
only UMC church left in the
county. The Bethel congre-
gation voted previously to
remain UMC.

The heritage of the Cairo
First United Methodist
Church dates back to 1867.

Last week's vote stirred pas-
sions between families,

friends and fellow church
members and has resulted in
some members leaving the
church while others say they
are trying to decide their fu-
ture.




