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MW
OF THE 

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 
OF THE

PRIMITIVE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
^elirwitl) ^rbsperitn dljurcl), Decatur ®o., (Georgia, 

From the 25th to the 27th of October,

1st. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by brother Eli Hol­
land, from Matthew, 28th chapter, 19th verse and part of the 20th : 
“ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”

2d. After a short intermission, thp delegates convened in the house, 
where the Association was opened by singing and prayer by brother 
Buie.

3d. Invited ministers of our faith and order .to seats with us.
4th. Called for, received and read letters from 29 churches.
5th. On motion, agreed that the delegate from Hopewell Church, 

brother Henry Nelson, be received as a member of this body without 
a. letter.

6th. The Association now being in order to go into an election for 
Moderator and Clerk, brother Lewis rose, and requested not to be 
re-elected; after which, brother Eli Holland was elected Modera­
tor, and J. B. Singletary, Clerk.

7th. Appointed the following committees :
On Business.—Brethren J. Connell, G. Hunter, P. Lewis, W. 

Harrell, together with the Moderator and Clerk.
To Receive Contributions, tyc.—Brethren W. Pearce, J. Yates, H. 

H. Hurst and D. Aiderman, (see report,) and to act in concert with 
the delegates of this Church in arranging preaching during this As­
sociation.

8th. Called for correspondence from sister Associations, and re- •
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ceived from Suwannee. River a letter and packet of minutes, by the 
hand of the messengers, brethren Cornelius Buie, Moses Westberry 
and David McCall ; from the Harmony, a letter anil packet of minutes, 
by the hand of their messengers, brethren Abner Belcher, Joseph A. 
Johnson and Ezekiel Hawkins.

9th. Called for petitionary letters from newly constituted churches, 
and received from Antioch a letter, by the hand of their delegate, 
brother Lewis Ward, who was received by the Moderator extending 
to him the right hand of fellowship.

10th. Adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o’clock. Prayer by 
brother Connell. ,

MONDAY MORNING.
11th. Met according to adjournment. Prayer by brother Belcher.
12th. Read the decoruin.
13th. Called for report of the Committee on Business, which was 

read and received.
14th. Appointed brother B. Manning to write a corresponding let­

ter.
15th. Called lor the circular letter, which was read and received.
16th. Appointed correspondents to sister Associations, as follows :
7b the Suwannee River—Elders Eli Holland, W. G. Hunter and 

J. Connell.
7b the Harmony—Elders Eli Holland, B. Manning and W. Har­

rell, and brethren J. A. Blanton, N. Pope, R. Chastain and A. W 
C. Trice. The Suwannee River to convene with Newhope Church, 
Columbia County, Georgia, on Thursday before the fourth Sunday in 
September, 1852, about 10 miles from the Upper Springs. The 
Harmony t<|convene with Mars Hill Church, Early County, Georgia, 
on Saturday before tfie second Sunday in October, 1852, 23 miles 
east of Fort Gaines, on the road leading to Albany.

17th. If the Lord permit, our next Association will convene with 
Poplar Spring Church, Thomas County, Georgia, on Saturday before 
the fourth Sunday in October, 1852, about 30 miles cast of Bain- 
biidge, and 12 west of Thomasville.

18th. Elected brother Hunter to preach the next introductory ser­
mon, brother Connell his alternate, brother Harrell to write the next 
circular letter, brother Manning his alternate.

19th. Called for report of Committee on Contributions, who re­
port as follows : Received from the churches, 860 82. From Clerk, 
88 20—869 02. That we have 1,000 copies of these minutes 
printed, Clerk to have 820 00 tor his services, and that 815 00 be 
appropriated to our corresponding ministers for defraying their past 
expenses to sister Associations.

20th. Called for business of a general nature, and coming to the 
knowledge of the union being broken between two of the, churches 



of our body, viz : Poplar Spring and Piedmont—Resolved, therefore, 
to ask of the following churches, viz: Elim, Bethany, Bethel, 
Lowndes. Mount Zion, (Florida,) Mount Moriah, Paramore, Pilgrim’s 
Rest and Mizpah, to send two or more delegates from each church, 
to meet the said two churches at Tired Creek meeting house, on 
Monday after the fifth Sunday in May, 1852, to act as a committee 
to labor with the said churches, and investigate the case, and heal the 
breach, if possible, and report to our next Association.

21st. On motion, the minutes were read, and the Association ad­
journed to the time and place of our next. Prayer by brother Buie.

ELI HOLLAND, Moderator.
J. B. Singletary, Clerk.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.
•

“ 1st. We believe in one only true and living Cod, and that there 
arc three persons in the God-head—the Father, the Son, and the Ho­
ly Ghost.

“ 2d. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
are the Word of God, and the only rule of faith and practice.

“ 3d. We believe in the doctrine of eternal and particular elec­
tion.

“ 4th. We believe in the doctrine of original sin.
“ 5th. We believe in man’s impotency to recover himself from the 

state he is in by nature, by his own free will and ability.
“ 6th. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of God 

only by the imputed righteousness of Christ.
“ 7th. We believe that God’s elect shall be called, regenerated 

and sanctifiiMl by the Holy Ghost.
“ Sth. We believe that the saints shall persevere in grace, and 

never finally fall away.
“ 9th. We. believe that Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordi­

nances of Jesus Christ, and true believers are the only subjects of 
those ordinances; and we believe the only true mode of baptism is 
immersion.

“ 10th. We believe that the punishment of the wicked will be 
everlasting, and the joys of the righteous will be eternal.

“ 11th. We believe that no minister has a right to the adminis­
tration of the ordinances, only such as are regularly called, and come 
under the imposition of hands of the Presbytery.

“ 12th. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and a general 
judgment.”

ELI HOLLAND, Moderator.
J. B. Singletary, Clerk.
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RULES OF DECORUM.

1st. The Association shall open and close by prayer.
2d. Those members who are regularly chosen by the churches in 

our union shall compose the Ocklockonee Primitive Baptist Asso­
ciation ; two-thirds of whom shall form a quorum.

3d. The members thus chosen, shall produce letters from their re­
spective churches, certifying their appointment, together with their 
number in fellowship, those received by experience and baptism, or 
otherwise, dismissed, excommunicated, restored and dead, since our 
last Association.

4th. This Association shall have no power to lord it over God’s 
heritage, nor infringe upon the internal rights of any church.

5th. The Association shall have a Moderator and Clerk, who 
shall be chosen of the members present.

6th. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preserve order, ex­
plain, and put questions. He may have the same right of speech as 
another member, provided the Chair be filled—but shall not vote ex­
cept the body be equally divided.

7th. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a fair record of the 
proceedings of this Association ; and the minutes taken shall be read 
and amended if necessary, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk, 
before the Association rises, and the Clerk shall also keep a file of 
the minutes, to be present at each Association ; and shall take charge 
of the Association fund, and pay out any sum upon the order of the 
Association ; and shall be accountable for all moneys deposited in his 
hands by the Association.

8th. Any Church applying by letter and delegates for admittance, 
who. upon examination, is found orthodox and orderly, shall be re­
ceived by the Association, and manifested by the Moderator’s giving 
the right hand of fellowship to its delegation.

9th. Each Church shall have a right to send two delegates to the 
Association and no more.

10th. Every query presented shall be from Church authority, and 
fairly stated in writing.

11th. Every motion made and seconded, shall claim the action of 
the Association, except withdrawn by the person who made it, with 
the consent of the Association.

12th. Every person who speaks in debate shall rise from his seat 
and address the Moderator, and shall not be interrupted while speak­
ing, except he depart from the subject.

13lh. No person shall speak more than three times on the same 
subject, without leave of the Association.

14th. There shall be no talking or whispering in time of public 
speech, nor reflections cast upon the speaker.

] 5th. Whenever a case is decided by vote, there shall be no more 
debating on that subject.
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16th. No member shall absent himself from the Association, with­

out leave of the Moderator.
17th. This Association is in favor of preaching the Gospel, the 

circulation of the Scriptures, and the advantages of education; and 
she recommends temperance and morality in general, but to her mem­
bers in particular. Notwithstanding, she is opposed to all the mod­
ern institutions of men—such as Missionary, Bible, Tract, and Sun­
day School Union Societies, together with Baptist State Conventions 
and Theological Schools, and such like—because their connection 
with the Church of God is unauthorized by Scripture ; as such, we 
cannot fellowship them, nor admit to our Church privileges any per­
sons that are therewith connected, in any wise ; believing all such to 
be speculative in their nature, and a fruitful source for corrupting the 
Church.

18th. We recommend to the Churches composing this body to re­
ceive members who went off with the Missionary Baptists at the 
time of their separation from us; provided they bring satisfactory 
evidence of a legal baptism, with a suitable confession of faith, and 
not otherwise in disorder ; and not to receive any who have been bap­
tized by them since said separation—only by experience and baptism.

19th. It is the duty of this Association to provide for the general 
union of the Churches, to give her best advice in matters of difficulty, 
and if the union be broken between any of the sister Churches, to 
inquire into the cause of the breach, and to use her best endeavors 
to remove the difficulty ; but if the breach cannot be healed, to with­
draw from any Church or Churches that may be deemed unsound in 
faith, or immoral in practice, until they be reclaimed.

20th. To invite visiting brethren from sister Associations, and 
ministers of our faith and order, to seats with us.

21st. To keep a correspondence with other Associations of the 
same faith and order, that a chain of connection may be preserved 
throughout the denomination.

22d. If any member shall break the rules of this decorum, he 
shall be immediately reproved by the Moderator.

23d. These rules shall be read at every Association previous to 
entering on business.

ELI HOLLAND, Moderator.
J. B. Singletary, Clerk.

CIRCULAR LETTER.
The Ocklockonee Primitive 'Baptist Association to the Churches of 

■whom she is composed, grace to you, and peace be multiplied, from 
God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ ;
Dearly Beloved Brethren,—Through a well-ordered train 

of goodness, our lives have been spared to meet you at the twenty, 
fifth session, and we cite you to a passage of sacred writ, recorded
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in the apostle Peter’s first epistle, fifth chapter, and second verse : 
“ Feed the flock of G<xl which is among yon, taking the oversight 
thereof—not by constraint, but willingly—not for filthy’ lucre, but of 
a ready mind—neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but en- 
samples to the flock, and when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away.” Now, be­
loved brethren, the commandment is to feed the flock, which he has 
purchased with his own blood. “Simon, son of Jonas, Invest thou me 
more than these ? feed my lambs ; Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me ? feed my sheep.” Thus it appears this flock, which Christ has 
purchased with his own blood, must be fed with the sincere milk of 
the word, that they may grow thereby, “as calves of the stall”— 
[Malachi, the fourth chapter and second verse ;]—and we are told 
by the prophet Daniel, that “ they that turn many' from darkness unto 
light, shall shine as the stars in the firmament forever and ever.” And 
we fully believe there are many going whom the Lord has no more 
sent than Ahimaaz was legally sent to bear the message to the King 
that Absalom was dead; but still there are many anxious to go from 
many motives—some for applause, and others for profit, and they cry, 
“ Lo hero, and 1() there, and if the trumpet gives an uncertain sound, 
who shall prepare himself for the battle ?” But there arc some who 
feel that there is a necessity laid upon them, “ and wo is unto them, 
if they preach not the gospel ; for it is the power of God unto sal­
vation to every one that believeth”—the power of God is in his gospel 
or word, and not the power of man or men. For the encourage- 
ment of his servants, he will send them where he himself intends to 
come, and that is the reason that they feel it to be their duty to feed 
the flock that is among them ; for the Heavenly Shepherd has placed 
them among the flock in its scattered situation, and those under shep­
herds in themselves have no provision for the flock, and, therefore, 
similar to old Jacob, when fleeing from the presence of Esau, tries to 
get a Jong day's journey from God and duty, dwells in deep medita­
tion, and God is pleased to show them that ladder, or gospel king­
dom, that he has set up, and the top or glorious arrangement reach­
ing unto Heaven, and the angels ascending and descending on it. 
And now, beloved brethren, when you have your minds thus exer­
cised, and God has laid the weight and worth of souls to your hearts, 
accompanied with his own glory, then it is they wish to feed the 
flock with the sincere milk—or, in other words, “ that bread that 
came down from Heaven, that if a man eats thereof, he shall never 
die, but shall be in Him as a well of living water, springing up unto 
life eternalwhich may it be our happy lot, is our prayer for Christ’s 
sake.

And now, dear brethren, we believe the bread and milk, and the 
water and the flock, is all the Lord’s, and the servants ; and God, in 
his own way, will deal outby his Holy Spirit to accomplish the tem­
poral and eternal salvation of all his elect, which he has given his
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own dear Son, “and he shall see of the travail of his soul and be sat­
isfied, and has saved and called them, not according to their own 
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, that was given 
them in Christ before the world began;” therefore, we feel confident 
that where he has “ began a good work, he will carry it on and per­
fect it until the day of Jesus Christ, and that he did love them in his 
Son long before the world began,” and

“ They the seal of this receive, 
When in Jesus they believe.”

Therefore, “we commend you to God and the word of his grace, 
which is able to keep you from falling,” world without end. Amen. 
And

“ How can we sink with such a prop 
As our eternal God ?”

Let brotherly love continue, live in peace, “ and may the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”

ELI HOLLAND, Moderator.
J. B. Singletary, Clerk.

CORRESPONDING L V TTE R .

The Ocklockonee Primitive Baptist Association to sister Associations 
with whom she corresponds :

Beloved in the Lord,—We have had another tolerable harmo­
nious session, for which we feel thankful to the Lord ; we had nearly 
a full representation from the Churches, which are generally in peace, 
with but few exceptions. We have had a full correspondence 
from our sister Associations to the cheering of our hearts, as we be­
lieve the Lord has enabled our ministering brethren to preach to a 
tolerable large congregation in spirit and power, with good effect.— 
Dear brethren, we solicit a continuation of your friendly and Christian 
correspondence, and desire an interest in your prayers; and may the 
God of all Grace be with you, and us, is our sincere desire, for Christ’s 
sake, Amen.

ELI HOLLAND, Moderator.
J. B. Singletary, Clerk.

The following ministering brethren occupied the stand during the 
session, in the order of their names : Saturday in the forenoon, 
brother Eli Holland ; in the afternoon, M. Westberry. Sunday in the 
forenoon, brother Buie ; in the afternoon, brethren Belcher and West- 
berry. Monday in the forenoon, brethren Buie and W. C. Lester; 
in the afternoon, brethren J. Edmondson and M. Westberry.
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(■entorsie of thia, the Double Branch B-iplmt . hurvh. He < ub 
tinned in thia pastorate until hn> removal from the stare

Although his sdncatiotjal advantag** were limited, hr war 
quite diepmed to study, tn which be «r»« greatly brl|ai1 by Prof 
PnlHam. under whom he purawed surcrmfully anu-ng other studies 
matl*ematH-w up to and iucludihg trig-'001110117 As a comwqueocr, 
be Iwamr a utadnl nnvyur in after life, and a tinmt nccrptatde 
teacher in country uehonia. in conneetion udth hi« pren< hiug but 
hi 1S71 he gave tip teaching t< devote tn* a lode iiint the 
nitnixtn

In Ktf! he married Mias Mat' E " alter This dn t*-d hu» 
hand and wife were hl«*eed with ar’i-n ‘hildrru namely Geoqje 
"al’ti Hje}*li«i»on. Mm, Surah (’ n'harle« SiH*r* Mr? I^inrs 
E Jo* T Sherrod, t’yms -I Rtrf'lwusoii. Mrs Mm V A I. 
Ke rwdy. and Aau Law rvniv Stephens- -n , aII living

Shortly .ifter hu marriage he remove*! 10 HrK «lb County Ala 
n h- <•» he liw -l until the comm* moment of ihe " »r Between the 
■*•»!« when he mnme*! to Franklin t'onnty, Ga letter he 
, nli*mf ns a *ddi«*r -d the Georgia State Tn->pw. wax ' lerrt-d 
»• -■ ra-t -if < ■' 'A ” Fourth Rrgitoen.t Georgia Militia Philli]'*- 
Br’gad* on Ibr night of duh 2<i. I^f-l. after pai ibipnung in the 
bat'le of Peachtree Ovek. near Atlanta, that day he war •trn-krn 
w Ji typhoid fever, which left him ar rhe close of X«w-ml<>r. ■*» 
d 'alnr-'l he could not return to the arm* During his military 
service when not engaged in hatt’r w h.-re hr was always among 

oT*Hctiii«v n- hi* iiimrade* hi arm* and bap- 
ri. mg those professing faf’h in Christ
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On nh-ount »t the health of hi* wife in I**?. lie removed io 
Houih Georgia. and nettled in Thmua* county. ■ biam ho •.■•’epi.-i 
the pastorate of Big (’reek cbur< l». Thomaa omntr, b indlttg 11 
divided In opinion uj>oo *onie tnauer, be iwon brought bnrttioo.i 
and cooperation among the memliervbip. He remained partor of 
fin* church for many yearn, and the Lord bleared the hdiore 
the rburcii nod partor,' and a notable work wa* done a* dnriug 
one vear he baptize,) into that chunk owe hundred niemla-ra. and 
in all 4» members It wa* in JK7I that Pastor Stephen*.* <1 
tied on Big Greek, siamt two mile* north «d ths: church and near 
the prvaetH town of Merrillville, iu the wood*, where be built Imo 
a home and cleared a -mall farm. •here now. hr and hi- d. voted 
wife -tore hie children have all married and left them, live al’ 
Slone.

I 
mireiotiarv. for man' ie*r* Thia branch of hiajiaefnL hf> nn* 
I-,.,, narrated tn another |«rt of thi. Ixaik. He ha* Iwvo pnmn 
nent in rhe nnraniMnon of man* rburebre. lowH Mku. k“<1* 
tK-hha bonee. Big<»' hlochouee. Ml. Carmel, Freduwta. Enon. Hope 
• ell, Muqihy a CU*|»el, now called < >*k Grove, and the Fitwt Bap 
tto»t church of Moultrie.

At the organisation of The Mercer Baptist Awwianou. in 
J<4, he took a prominent |»art and preached the introductory

Hi. devotion to The Mercer A^oeiati.m la ■ •oarer of -olid 
comfort to the rhnrrbea of our awmeiation, and only a aeoae ot 
duty fortified hi* leaving thi* body.

Voder hi* own vine and fig free. with hie ever faithful wife, 
with hi* children to low and lire for. be ie • pend lag the evening 
of „ well orders! life, calmly awaiting the Maater • iDvnatnm 
“It i* enough, come up higher “ • ° M‘Lau.

The writer would be glad to devote thia entire chapter. «w 
more, to a eolle.-fi.Hi of M-igrii phical uotea < <a»cermng thnae who 
were foreinurt in the work of mir denoiuinufion in thew earh.- 
dais of our ^wmtion - history, begmuing with tho-e wide Ac 
brethren who were om-t active in preparing for and nn-umtuaiu<g 
its orgafiiwtKMi. including tb.wv who cooperated In 'i-*”'"* 1 
uixm ita useful career and continuing on to embr.re the faithful 

who haw aiih-d. each new group, their prederetwom. in nmk 
ing for H and. an. enviable record. He would leave no one on 
noticed but. to hi* great •orrvw. lie baa found it imj—ible to











MEMO TO RSR

June 22, 1965

I note your final draft which you head as "Churches", and I suppose 
there will be a continuation of paragraphs of different churches and not a 
particular title to each church. And I think that a very good idea for that 
will make necessary, of course, in each paragraph you mention the name of 
the particular church. And there being a succeeding paragraph ties it in 
with the introductory paragraph.

I know I won' t catch youiji many errors in arrangement—or~_s tatements of 
facts, but I'm somewhat trained on hunting for discrepancies in bookkeeping, 
letter writing, and in sales papers. For instance, I thought I had found 
one error in continuity in this, and that you were not mentioning what church 
it was that Dr. SAR joined in the paragraph you recited that fact. But you did, 
so that then ties it with the introductory Long Branch paragraph, two paragraphs 
above.

I think you have given interesting reading in these six paragraphs about 
churches, and no doubt there will be many other paragraphs under that title, 
"Churches." "77^

And I suppose you put it first under churches, because it is the oldest 
one, namely, constituted in 1845; that is tied closely to Cairo, for its 
members formed the Cairo Baptist Church. And though the Cairo Methodist Church 
was in Cairo before the Cairo First Baptist Church from which it sprung we 
don't know. And even if the Tired Creek Methodist Church, that was about 1860 
as far as you know, I guess. However, that's another subject so don't go to any 
trouble to correct me on this statement if I am incorrect.

As far as I can see that could be the final draft on the Long Branch
Baptist Church, for I see nothing in error about it.

JBR

Dictated, not read



CHURCHES WITHIN THE CITY OF CAIRO

Legend
1. Bethlehem A.M.E. Church
2. Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church
3. St. Thomas Primitive Baptist Church
h. First Born Church of Living God
5. Greater New Corinth Missionary Baptist Church
6. Church of God of the Apostles' Doctrine
?. Beautiful Light Missionary Baptist Church
8. The House of God Which is the Church of the 

Living God the Pillar and Ground of the 
Truth Without Controversy

9. Beulah Missionary Baptist Church
10. St. John Freewill Holiness Church
11. Faith Temple Church of God in Christ
12. Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
13. Wilson Chapel Missionary Baptist Church
lb. Little Bethel A.M.E. Church
15. Friendship Primitive Baptist Church
16. Mount Pilgrim Temple Church of God in Unity
17. Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church
18. Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church
19- The Church of Christ Written in Heaven
20. Full Gospel Holiness Church of Deliverance
21. Christ Gospel Church of Cairo

Photographs and church histories follow the same 
numbering system.
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^CLiro -6lax\ O)ur cty jhistori e$
"The Black Church is a viable institution 

in the Black community today because of its 
historic strengths.... they contributed to 
those strengths which represent the vitality 
and the viability of the church....... they
were interpreters of the Bible and of religious 
truth, and their interpretations were designed 
to meet the needs of Black people.........Their
concern was to comfort and strengthen and guide 
their hearers.

"The Black Fathers were powerful preachers 
and proclaimers. Theirs was a highly imaginative 
approach to the gospel, which permitted them to 
see the gospel's relevance to them and their 
people. They were especially effective in 
reaching the Black man's spiritual needs...."

Black Preaching
-Henry A. Mitchell



IT
CHURCH HISTORY

1. Bethlehem African Methodist Episcopal Church 
bth Ave. and 2nd St. S.W.

Present Pastor: Rev. J. L. Raven
Founding Pastor: Rev. Ben W. Wilson
Founding Date: 1873
Chairman of Board of Stewards: Sampson Bell

2. Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
Uth Ave. S.W.

Present Pastor: Rev. E. C. Virgil
Founding Pastor: Rev. Ben. W. Wilson
Founding Date: 1873
Chairman of Board of Deacons: Ledford Powell

3. St. Thomas Primitive Baptist Church 
3rd St. S.W.

Present Pastor: Elder S. Simmons
Founding Pastor:
Founding Date: 1869

U. First Born Church of Living God 
Hth St. S.W.

Present Pastor: Elder Julius Moore
Founding Pastor: Deaconess Susie Sander
Founding Date: 1909
Chairman of Board of Deacons: John Walton

5. Greater New Corinth Missionary Baptist Church 
3rd St. S.W.

Present Pastor: Rev. W. R. Jenkins 
Founding Pastor: Rev. J. I. Turner 
Founding Date: 1921

6. Church of God of the Apostles' Doctrine 
620 Uth Ave. S.W.

Present Pastor: Elder Willie G. Smith
Founding Pastor:
Founding Date: July h, 1976



7. Beautiful Light Missionary Baptist Church 
1st Ave. S.W.

Present Pastor: Rev. H. Davis
Founding Pastor: Deacon Henry McKnight
Founding Date: 1939 
Deacon: Ottis Sweet

8. The House of God Which Is the Church of the 
Living God the Pillar and Ground of the Truth 
Without Controversy
10th St. S.W. (Corner of 1st Ave.)

Present Pastor: Elder (Mrs.) W.P. Mitchell 
Founding Pastor: St. Mary Magdalena
Founding Date: 1903

9. Beulah Missionary Baptist Church 
1st Ave. S.W.

Present Pastor: Rev. Dellise Cox
Founding Pastor: Rev. E.A. Neal
Founding Date: 1896
Chairman of Board of Deacons: Arthur Anderson

10. St. John Freewill Holiness Church
115 18th St. S.W.

Present Pastor: Bishop Joe Thomas
Founding Pastors: Deacon B.J. Fulgeon

Deacon Gilbert Powell
Founding Date: October 10, 19$^

11. Faith Temple Church of God in Christ 
Legion Ave. S.W.

Present Pastor: Elder John I. Davis 
Founding Pastor: Elder C.R. Willis 
Founding Date: 1961

12. Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church 
Legion Blvd.

Present Pastor: Rev. Willie L. Henry 
Founding Pastor: Rev. R.A. Bell 
Founding Date: September 1957

13. Wilson Chapel Missionary Baptist Church 
Booker Hill Blvd.

Present Pastor: Rev. W.H. Bass 
Founding Pastor: Rev. B.F. Wilson 
Founding Date: 1912



19lb. Little Bethel A.M.E. Church 
12th St. S.W.

Present Pastor: Rev. W.F. Griffin 
Founding Pastor: Rev. Robert Corker 
Founding Date: 1939

15. Friendship Primitive Baptist Church 
10th St. S.W.

Present Pastor: Elder K.C. Jones 
Founding Person: Mr. Noah Connell 
Founding Date: 1932

16. Mount Pilgrim Temple Church of God In Unity 
9th St. S.W.

Present Pastor: Elder Mahalie Potts 
Founding Pastor: Bishop Green Brister 
Founding Date: 1950

17. Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church 
1001 6th Ave. N.W.

Present Pastor: Rev. R.L. Spencer 
Founding Pastor: Rev. W.M. Johnson 
Founding Date: July 8, 1939

18. Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church
9th St. N.W.

Present Pastor: Rev. C.D. Dennis 
Founding Pastor: Rev. J.D. Cox 
Founding Date: 1953

19. The Church of Christ Written In Heaven 
9th St. N.W.

Present Pastor: Elder Eugene Williams 
Founding Pastor: Bishop Calvin Pollar
Founding Date: 1966

20. Full Gospel Holiness Church of Deliverance 
7th St. N.W.

Present Pastor: Elder Leonard Cooper 
Founding Pastor: Bishop B.J. Williams 
Founding Date: August 23, 1969



21. Christ Gospel Church of Cairo 
Pelham Hwy.

Present Pastor: Rev. Solomon Davis 
Founding Pastor: 
Founding Date:

Further information on file in the Grady County Collection t 
at the Roddenbery Memorial Library
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RELIGION
Third in a Series
Historical Society shares the church history 
of El Bethel Baptist Church in centennial feature

El Bethel Baptist Church, 
now located at 643 Old Highway 
179 South, was started on Aug. 
17, 1952, when 40 individuals 

.first met together in a vacant 
house.

There, with Brother Dick 
Ostean as pastor, they elected 
officers and made plans to offi­
cially organize themselves into a 
local church which they named 
El Bethel Baptist Church. The 
church was organized with five 
deacons and the topic of the first 
sermon was "Heaven and the 
beauty of it."

Land was purchased for the 
new church and the construction 
of the first auditorium began 
Sept. 15,1952, and El Bethel was 
officially organized on Oct. 4, 
1952.

The first worship service was 
held on Nov. 3, 1952, around a 
campfire within the foundation 
of the new auditorium, and the 
first service was held in the new 
building on Jan. 31,1953.

On March 29, 1953, the 
church was formally dedicated 
to God. Brother N.G. 
Christopher delivered the dedi­

cation sermon with Brother 
Ostean rendering the dedication 
prayer. The church's first revival 
began that night with Brother 
Roger Long serving as the evan­
gelist.

El Bethel's first Vacation Bible 
School was held June 8-13,1953, 
with an average of 56 in atten­
dance throughout the week.

Brother J.L. Patterson became 
the pastor on June 13, 1953, and 
the first Sunday services began 
during that time on the first and 
third Sundays of each month. 
Services were previously held 
on Saturday nights. El Bethel 
was admitted to the Grady 
County Baptist Association in 
October 1953.

Brother Palmer Long was 
called to pastor May 23, 1954, 
but due to ill health resigned in 
the fall of 1954.

On Jan. 5, 1955, Brother 
Dillard Finch became the 
church's new pastor, and El 
Bethel became a full-time 
church.

Sunday School classes were 
held on concrete blocks around 
the grounds during the summer 

and in cars during the winter 
months at El Bethel. 
Construction began in the 
Sunday School rooms in May 
1955.

Brother W.H. Lovett was 
called as pastor on Aug. 6,1957, 
and for the first time the church 
was free of debt.

Brother Howard Cooper was 
called as pastor in 1961, and 
Brother Gene Miller served as 
pastor for 15 months in 1963 and 
1964.

In April 1965, Brother Ronald 
Barrett was called to serve the 
Lord. Brother Barrett stayed at 
El Bethel until 1969, when 
Brother Harold Farthing became 
pastor for a few months.

Brother Douglas Birge was 
called to pastor in August 1970.

Brother Millard Cutchens 
became pastor in October 1971, 
during which the present church 
sanctuary was built and com­
pleted in 1977, without any out­
standing debts.

Brother Wayne Meadows 
served as pastor from August 
1982 to 1987, and in May 1988 
Brother Stacy Williams was 
called to the church 

was called as pastor and stayed 
until 1995. Brother Jerry Daniel 
served in the church from 1995- 
1998. Brother Tommy McNair 
served from 1998-1999, and 
Brother Ira Crump served from 
1999-2000.

The church's current pastor is 
Brother Bob Knight.

God has truly blessed El 
Bethel through the years. For 
each of the men God sent to the 
church as pastors, the members 
are thankful.

Brothers J.L Hand, W.F. 
Dyches, Billy Majors and Roy 
Thomas also graciously served 
as interim pastors, helping dur­
ing the times when the church 
was without a pastor.

For the. spiritual guidance 
and strengths, for the Christian 
love and fellowship El Bethel 
members received from each 
man during his ministry, mem­
bers are grateful to their 
Heavenly Father.

The church's prayer is that 
God will continue to bless them, 
and that El Bethel Baptist 
Church will continue to grow 
and glorify the name of Christ 
linHl FKo Hai/ urhnn kn <->^11


