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IVIINUIES

OF THE

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION

OCKILOCKONEE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

Held with Prosperitn Chureh, Decatar Co., Georgia,

From the 25th to the 27th of Ootober,

LiEple

e e

1st. The Introductory Sermon was delivered by brother Eli Hol-
land, from Matthew, 28th chapter, 19th verse and part of the 20th :
“ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, haptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”
2d. After a short intermission, thg delegates convened in the house,
where the Association was opened by singing and prayer by brother
Buie.
8d. Invited ministers of our faith and order to seats with us.
4th. Called for, rececived and read letters from 29 churches.
5th. On motion, agreed that the delegate from Hopewell Church,
broiher Henry Nelson, be received as a member of this body without
a letter.
6th. The Association now being in order to go into an election for
Moderator and Clerk, brother Lewis rose, and requested not to he
re-elected ; after which, brother Eli Holland was elected Modera-
tor, and J. B. Singletary, Clerk.
7th. Appointed the following committees :
On Business.—Brethren J. Connell, V. G. Hunter, P. Lewis, W,
Harrell, together with the Moderator and Clerk.
To Receive Contributions, &c.—Brethren W. Pearce, J. Yates, 11.
H. Hurst and D. Alderman, (see report,) and to act in concert with I
the delegates of this Church in arranging preaching during this As-
sociation.
8th. Called for correspondence from sister Associations, and re- -
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ceived from Suwannee River a letter and packet of minutes, by the
hand of the messengers, brethren Cornelius Buie, Moses Westberry
and David McCall ; from the Harmony, a letter and packet of minutes,
by the hand of their messengers, brethren Abner Belcher, Joseph A.
Johnson and Ezekiel Hawkins.
9th. Called for petitionary letters from newly constituted churches,
and received from Antioch a letter, by the hand of their delegate,
brother Lewis Ward, who was reccived by the Moderator extending
to him the right hand of fellowship.
10th, Adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o’clock. Prayer by

brother Connell. a

MONDAY MORNING,

Hth. Met according to adjourninent.  Prayer by brother Belcher.

12th. Read the decorum.

13th. Called for report of the Committee on Business, which was
read and received. .|

Lith. Appointed hrother B. Manning to write a corresponding let-
ter.

15th. Called for the circular letter, which was read and received.

16th. Appointed correspondents to sister Associations, as follows :
| T'o the Suwannce River—Elders Eli Holland, W. G. Hunter and o
J. Connell.

To the Harmony—Elders Eli Hollaud, B. Manning and W. Har- '
rell, and brethren J. A. Blauton, N. Pope, R. Chastain and A. W
C. 'I'rice. The Suwannce River to convene with Newhope Church,
Columbia County, Georgia, on IPhursday betore the fourth Sunday in
September, 1852, about 10 miles from the Upper Springs. The
Harmony tg convene with Mars Hill Church, Early County, Georgia,
on Saturday before the sccond Sunday in October, 1852, 23 miles
cast of Fort Gaines, on the road leading to Albany.

17th. If the Lord permit, our next Association will convene with \
Poplar Spring Church, Thomas County, Georgia, on Saturday before
the fourth Sunday in October, 1852, about 30 miles cast of Bain-
bridge, and 12 west of Thomasville.

18th. Elected brother Hunter to preach the next introductory ser-
mon, brother Connell his alternate, brother Harrell to write the next
civeular letter, brother Manning his alternate.

19th. Called for report of Committee on Contributions, who re-
port as follows : Received ffomn the churches, 860 &2. From Clerk,
3 20—%69 02. That we have 1,000 copies of these minutes
printed, Clerk to have $20 00 for his services, and that 815 00 be
appropriated to our corresponding ministers for defraying their past
expenses to sister Associations.

|

20th. Called for business of a gencral nature, and e¢oming to the !
knowledge of the union being broken between two of the churches

|
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|

|
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of our hody, viz : Poplar Spring and Piedmont— Resolred, therefore,
to ask of the following churches, viz: Elim, Bethany, Bethel,
Lowndes. Mount Zion, (Florida,) Mount Moriah, Paramore, Pilgrim’s
Rest and Mizpah, to send two or more delegates from each church,
to meet the said two churches at Tired Creck meceting house, on
Monday after the fifth Sunday in May, 1852, to act as a committee
to labor with the said churches, and investigate the case, and heal the
breach, if possible, and report to our next Association.

21st. On motion, the minutes were read, and the Association ad-
Journed to the time and place of our next. Prayer by brother Buie.

ELI HOLLAND, Moderator.
J. B. SiN¢LETARY, Clerk.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.

“ 1st. We believe in one only true and living God, and that there
are three persons in the God-head—the Father, the Son, and the Ho-
Iy Ghost.

“ 2. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
are the Word of God, and the only rule of faith and practice.

“3d. We helieve in the doctrine of eternal and particular elec-
tion. :

« 4th. We believe in the doctrine of original sin.

*5th. We believe in man’s impotency to recover himself from the
state he is in by nature, by his own Iree will and ability.

“6th. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of Gl
only by the imputed righteousness of Christ.

“7th. We helieve that God’s elect shall be called, regenerated
and sanctifiad by the Holy Ghost.

«8th. We believe that the saints shall persevere in grace, and
never finally fall away.

«“9th. We believe that Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordi-
nances of Jesus Christ, and true believers are the only subjects of

those ordinances ; and we believe the only true mode of baptism is
immersion.

“ 10th. We believe that the punishment of the wicked will be
everlasting, and the joys of the righteous will be eternal.

“11th. We believe that no minister has a right to the adminis-
tration of the ordinances, only such as are regularly called, and come
under the imposition of hands of the Preshytery.

“12th. We helieve in the resurrection of the dead and a general
Judgment.”

: ELI HOLLAND, Moderator.
J. B. SincLETARY, Clerk.
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RULES OF DECORUM.

Ist. The Association shall open and close by prayer.

2d. Those members who are regularly chosen by the churches in
our union shall compose the Ocklockonee Primitive Baptist Asso-
ciation ; two-thirds of whom shall form a quorum.

3d. The members thus chosen, shall produce letters from their re-
gpective churches, certifying their appointment, together with their
number in fellowship, thuse received by experience and baptism, or
otherwise, dismissed, excommunicated, restored and dead, since our
last Association.

4th. This Association shall have no power to lord it over God’s
heritage, nor infringe upon the internal rights of any church.

5th. The Association shall have a Moderator and Clerk, who
shall be chosen of the members present.

6th. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preserve order, ex-
plain, and put questions. e may have the same right of speech as
another member, provided the Chair be filled—but shall not vote ex-
cept the body be cqually divided.

7th. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a fair record of the
proceedings of this Association ; and the minutes taken shall be read
and amended 1f necessary, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk,
before the Association rises, and the Clerk shall also keep a file of
the minutes, to be present at each Association ; and shall take charge
of the Association fund, and pay out any sum upon the order of the
Association ; and shall he accountable for all moneys deposited in his
hands by the Association, .

8th. Any Church applying by letter and delegates for admittance,
who. upon examination, is found orthodox and onderly, shall be re-
ceived by the Association, and manifested by the Moderator’s giving
the right hand of fellowship to its delegation. - :

9th. Each Church shall have a right to send two defegates to the
Association and no more. ¥

10th. Every query presented shall be from Church authority, and
fairly stated in writing. )

11th. Every motion made and seconded, shall claim the action of
the Association, except withdrawn by the person who made it, with
the consent of the Association. .

12th. Every person who speuks in debate shall rise from his seat
and address the Moderator, and shall not be interrupted while speak-
ing, except he depart from the subject.

13th. No person shall speak more than three times onthe same
subject, without leave of the Association.

14th. Ther~ shall be no talking or whispering in time of public
speech, nor reflections cast upon the speaker.

15th. Whenever a case is decided by vote, there shall be no more
debating on that subject.
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16th. No member shall absent himself from the Association, with-
out leave of the Moderator.

17th. This Association is in favor of preaching the Gospel, the
circulation of the Scriptures, and the advantages of education; and
she recoinmends temperance and morality in general, but to her mem-
bers in particular. Notwithstanding, she is opposed to all the mod-
ern institutions of men—such as Missionary, Bible, Tract, and Sun-
day School Union Societies, together with Baptist State Conventions
and Theological Schools, and such like—because their connection
with the Church.of God is unauthorized by Scripture ; as such, we
cannot followship them, nor admit to our Church privileges any per-
sons that are therewith connected, in any wise ; helieving all such to
be speculative in their nature, and a fruitful source for corrupting the
Church.

18th. We recommend to the Churches composing this body to re-
ceive members who went off with the Missionary Baptists at the
time of their separation from us; provided they bring satisfactory
evidence of a legal baptism, with a suitable confession of faith, and
not otherwise in disorder ; and not to receive any who have heen bap-
tized by them since said separation—only by experience and baptism.

19th. It is the duty of this Association to provide for the general
union of the Churches, to give her best advice in matters of difficulty,
and if the union be broken between any of the sister Churches, to
inquire into the cause of the breach, and to use her hest endeavors
to remove the difficulty ; but if the breach cannot be healed, to with-
draw from any Church or Churches that may be deemed unsound in
faith, or immoral in practice, until they be reclaimed.

20th. To invite visiting brethren from sister Associations, and
ministers of our faith and order, to seats with us.

21st. To keep a correspondence with other Associations of the
same fiith and order, that a chain of connection may be preserved
throughout the denomination.

22d. If any member shall break the rules of this decorum, he
shall be immediately reproved by the Moderator.

23d. These rules shall be read at every Association previous to
entering on business.

ELI HOLLAND, Moderator.
J. B. SineLETARY, Clerk. -

CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Ocklockonee Primitive ‘Baptist Association to the Churches of
whom she is composed, grace lo you, and peace be multiplied, from
God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ :

Dearry Berovep BrerureN,—Through a well-ordered train
of goodness, our lives have been spared to meet you at the twenty.
fith session, and we cite youto a passage of sacred writ, recorded
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in_the apostle Peter’s first epistle, fifth chapter, and sccond verse :
“ Feed the flack of God which is among you, taking the oversight
thercof—not by constraint, but willingly—not for filthy lucre, but of
a ready mind—ncither as being lords over God’s heritage, hut en-
samples to the flock, and when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye
shall receive a crown of glovy, that fadeth not eway.”” Now, be-
loved brethren, the commandment is to feed the flock, which he has
purchased with his own blood. “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me
more than these 2 feed my lambs ; Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou
me ? feed my sheep.”  ‘FThus it appears this flock, which Christ has
purchased with his own blood, must be fed with the sincere milk of
the word, that they mmay grow therehy, “as calves of the stall”’—
[ Malachi, the fowrth chapter and second verse ;]—and we are told
hy the prophet Daniel, that < they that turn many from darkness unto
light, shall shine as the stars in the firmament forever and ever.” And
we fully helieve there are many going whoin the Lord has no more
sent than Ahimaaz was legally sent to bear the message to the King
that Absalom was dead; but still there are many anxious to go from
many motives—some for applause, and others for profit, and they ery,
¢ Lo hers, and lo there, and if the trumpet gives an uncertain sound,
who shall prepare himself for the battle 2”2 But there are some who
feel that there is a necessity laid upon them, “ und wo is unto them,
if they preach not the gospel ; for itis the power of God unto sal.
vation to every one that believeth”—the power of God is in his gospel
or word, and not the power of man or men. For the encourage-
ment of his servantz, he will send them where he hinself intends to
come. and that is the reason that they feel it to he their duty to feed
the flock that is among them ; for the Heavenly Shepherd has placed
them among the flock in its scattered situation, and those under shep-
herds in themselves have no provision for the flock, and, therefore,
similar to old Jacob, when fleeing from the presence of Esau,tries to
get a long day’s journey from God and duty, dwells in deep 1nedita.
tion, and God is pleased to show them that ladder, or gospel king.
dom, that he has set up, and the top or glorious arrangement reach.
ing unto Heaven, and the angels ascending and descending on it.
And now, beloved brethren, when you have your minds thus exer-
cised, and God has laid the weight and worth of souls to your hearts,
accompanied with his own glory, then it is they wish to feed the
flock with the sincere milk—or, in other words, ¢ that bread that
came down {rom leaven, that if a man eats thercof, he shall never
die, but shall be in Him as a well of living water, springing up unto
life eterhal ;™ which may it be our happy lot, is our prayer for Christ’s
sake.

And now, dear brethren, we believe the bread and milk, and the
water and the flock, is all the Lord’s, and the servants ; and God, in
his own way, will deal out by his Holy Spirit to accomplish the tem-
poral and eternal salvation of all his elect, which he has given his
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own dear Son, “and ke shall see of the travail of his soul and be sat-
isfied, and has saved and called them, not according to their own
works, hut according to his own purpose and grace, that was given
them in Christ before the world began;” therefore, we teel confident
that where he has “began a good work, he will carry it on and per-
fect it until the day of Jesus Christ, and that he did love them in his
Son long hefore the world began,” and .

“They the seal of this receive,
When in Jesus they belicve.”

"Therefore, “we commend you to God and the word of his grace,

\.;'hgch is able to keep you from falling,” world without end. Amen.
An

“ How can we sink with such a prop
As our cternal God 7’
Let brotherly love continue, live in peace, ¢ and may the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”

ELI BOLLAND, Moderator.
J. B. SineLETARY, Clerk.

CORRESPONDING LETTER.

The Ocklockonee Primitive Baplist Association to sisler Associations
with whom she corresponds :

BeroveDp 1N tHE Lorp,—We have had another tolerable harmo-
nious session, for which we feel thankful to the Lord ; we had neurly
a full representation from the Churches, which are generally in peace,
with but few cxceptions. We have had a full correspondence
from our sister Associations to the cheering of our hearts, as we be.
licve the Lord has enabled our ministering brethren to preach to a
tolerable large congregation in spirit and power, with good effect.—
Dear brethren, we solicit a continuation of your friendly and christian
correspondence, and desire an interest in your prayers; and may the
God of all Grace be with you, and us, is our sincere desire, for Christ’s
sake, Amen.

ElI.l HOLLAND, Modecrator.

J. B. SincLETARY, Clerk.

The following ministering brethren occupied the stand during the
session, in the ovder of their names: Saturday in the forenoon,
brother Eli Holland ; in the afternoon, M. Westberry. Sunday in the
forenoon, brother Buie ; in the afternoon, brethren Belcher and West.
berry. Monday in the forenvon, brethren Buie and W. C. Lester;
in the afternoon, hrethren J. Edmondson and M. Westberry.
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1 Bivruey or Manrwa Harrie Aseciufius.

At The Quitman srsaloe:, The Forcign Mamen Jowrnel was, T=r
the first time, droughl (= the attemtion of 507 peesle: 3 nainl=
of cuplen being distribeted v Rro, lrwia

Dr. Irwin, aa st Hickory Head. urged the utilizatian of a2 o '
turces sad I'r. Manning. ae chairman uf the Committer on 7
siuma, need (hewe worde in bie repusrt:  “lat ench church upy- o
iwe or more brethren asd mstovs—a ¥ imgiom Cosmunlitive, =te” -.,

The nlirs crpservntive brotber might have smid, “Bopeiv, “The
Bwiers” have arrived ' Abd he would have been corvect !

At thet wasion. tbe Fxrentive Committee reparied huving ""I
played Kiders A. C. Hiephbeuson and B F. Biltch. esch, for halt 1y
time, a1 & stated salary. as sseuciation misdeasries, during 1l
vemr thew chwing. aud Elder T. A. White, from ~Jane. in ier
Olive churvh, “which. «a acccont of deaths and reseo7aln, bad ¥
rune mismlunary groand” —all. with perfertly saiisfac: re remu 4

The wmmion was adjunreed, aftor swm uf the were.  'ay : L
Missinnry Heriime: Lavizg bem | roveched 'y Ridor Jooa ~~ i
Kryde, a1 1] selork, 2 w

Here i» avw premsnted s biographical sketch of Elder A. C.
Pueplnnann, ose of the Airvt wwcintivs mismbmaries 1 The Murver.
as prrpered by 1, 4 G. McCall. |

Eum isa C. MrErEenNsns.

Flder Ase C dirpheasnn wan borm March 28, 1536, In Ander
mm District, B (. e |» of Irish drereml oB both sidex of the ]
family, and his fuiber wae bovn [ Amerira. His mnther was the
dumghier aof Jumew Hurress, n noted Baptig ministre In hin dav,

Al the age «f twrive yeors, this hoy reennwd with the Funlly
o the comntry, near Cernvevilie. Prasklin Cognty, Qu. This young
maD v very devesed to his grandmother, 8 strvag minded wmnn,
deeply pines, and a derided Bilile student. whone nawe ‘wis M

Joboswe 1George! Bitephensma. -Bbe, dosbtless, mure thao
any other. whajrd the rharacter of Ang. Be it ssid to ber rredit.
that rach wes ber fumillanty with the marbings of the Rible und
the corrertiam of ber interpeetntios of it, that amoag hrr brethren
of the ministry. s» well a2 of ber own church mmubersbij, she was

rded a» an aphelinte rourt, snd ber opinioms werr of lust
remrt. Hible Imowhdge makes 3 weful member of soclety. It
may be safd of this.good woman, as of Absl: “Thoagh Ased ohr
b koth © €l Bzl T speciai mervice for ber, even in great
-F.zlt:ﬁs' the age of 82

@,zgi// PEPh % ) s %c&/
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Hi<sromy cw Mysie b 28 fpua _— j_F.

P was through the éffeet of theg M ! siey con B¢ this P
wOATN T TN A T, NETpeiend, w e @RI T [epsend 00T T
rl L aomrt 1o Yund anuder Fw e« room o f Eldm Lda 673 Yark oA
el while afterwgrds, in IR Wiy Hae SSnctly dekyla b IS oL
e nge of 17, veung Stepheneon with thivay aix ofbers wne Bap
tized o iumerseste into the nate of the Eathes e <o el the
Hiny tetuimts ‘He arome vo 0 nen e and Sioning wg ois of e
witer Lo eghorted his friends (0 oot The st By oangiressed
o The Double Heatieh Mikescnary Bipoost churn with thie @ging

auy e Se a1 innthe oitnintyy  tha! o mwtereto e ape Cnlleel gav! =
prnclufion passsd authoriring Brodher 'epibe Swk le wXopcise b
O wihen be was tmr 17 vesrs ol Thae b ned the etigps

wnn baptized, nnd licensed 10 presch —at) oi the soie: das rlg
wecynd Runday in Jaly, [ (w Friday befos the aqobd Saudas an
duly; 1553, he war ordsised an 9 Bapriss npieter nod cajled to tee
juntiersie of this, the Duuble Branch DBaptiat clusch.  He (ou
tinved (m this pastorate wntil bis removal from rhe state

Although his educational advantages were limited. he war
quite disposed to stedy, In which be was greatly beljadd by Prof.
Palliam. under whom he pursued sucrvenfully among other etudien
mathematics up to and including trigosonetry. As 4 aonmsience,
be hecanwe: a mednl surveyor in after hife. and @ mimt acvepitabie
teacher in conntry sehoola, in connection with hire prenchiug | hnt
- INTY he'gave op teavhing te devote bie whaole tiime 25 the
ministr

In 1<56 he married Miews Mars B Walker  This dey ofend huw
hanud and wife were blessed with aven children namels Grevirpe
Waltoy Rjephennon. Mra Barnh . 10 hurkes: Subers, Mra [ uars
E dee @ | Rierrod, €yros 1 Qtepbenson, Mes. Maep V(A L
Kegoedy and Asa Lawrence Rtephenson, all hviug

Shortty after his niarriage. he rewoved 1o DeRalb County, Ala
ap-rwy be lives) wotil the commencvient if the War Retwwn the
mruiem. whed he retmrned 1a Franktin Connes, 'Ga Later, he
dnlistent an » soldier of the Grorgia “Rrave Triepm ™ was vierted
pmzanie af (L “A " Ponrth Beginent levrgba Militia, Phillip»
Herwadn  Umn the mght of dJuly 20, 1981, «fter pmrtiaipanng o the
hatile of PPeachtres Creek. near Atlanta, that day. he was wtricken
with ty phaid 1ever, which Jeft him atr the close of Navember, o

Wollsablexd he rould not peturn ta the cemy.  Daripg hin anlitary

wryive, when not engagesd in hattle where he was slwuys amang
e it - b wux prearhing Fo bis‘comrndeos fi-neme-#od-bap-
theing those professing fairh in Christ




86 Hivron: oF Momi g Rarrisr Amsie g

On seevunt of the bealth of his wife, in 1N87, he remnvead
woulh Georgia, and nettled in” Thiuas county. - Doou he aviw el
the pastorsie of Big Creek church, Thomas countr. Finding o
divided ip opinivn upon some wmauer, be soon brunght hartnonk
and covperation amoug the mnbership. He remuined pumtoe of
thie church for many yearn. and the Lord blemed the labore it
the church nod pustor, and a pontable work wam done  as during
ofie year he baptiznt into that church vae bundred nwinbers, s
in all 430 members. 11 was in IRT] that Pastor Stephetiaon st
tied on Big (reek, shout twe miles nurth of that church and bear
the: present towy of Merriliville. iu the wounda, where be butlt ham
u howwe und cleared a small farm. where now, he and his dewotesd
wife-. winty his children bave all married and feft thew, live al?
mlote.

Eldwr ragphisnwin wrodd The Morver Dapdisl Amesiytiin, ks
pimsionary, for wany vesrm This branch of kis_peeful. iifu _unn
hewti’ nirrated 10 apother part of thiv.book, He bas bheed pruaty
aen(in rhe nrganisanion of magy ¢ hunches: towit, Balem [aitle
Uvblichonee, Big OFhlochoner, M Curwel, Fredomta. Foon, Hope
well, Murphy s Chapel, now called Oak Girvve, sad the Firat Bap
tint church of Moulbtrie.

At the organization of The Merver Baptist Assciation,
1874, ‘he liwk m prominent part and preached she intrductory
o SRITTUN

1lin devotiva to The Mercer Aimociativm, is a sourre of muld
comfort io the chnrebes of vur sssnciation, and oaly & scome Of
duty justitied hix leaving this body.

Under hin own vine snd Ag tree, with his evee fuithful wite,
with his children to love and live for. be is spendiag the evening
of n wellordered life. calmly awaiting the Mawer' Enu_h-t.ﬁm.
11 is pnough, come up bigher,” . J,_ G McCans

The writer would be glad fo devate this eurire chapter, o
more, to & vollection of bingraphicsl notes cobceruing those ® e
were foreinont (0 the work of our denocinination in these earite=L
days of vor mexiation’s history. begnauing with thone wide nenie
brethren who were most actise in preparing for and eonruimualing
ifs ‘organization. including thoer who ‘cape-rated o =rarung h
upon-ite osful career and continuing o 'to embricy 1he fuithial
askw who hawe ditwd. wach new group. their predecessom, in mak
tug for 3t soch 4 enviable record. He would leave nu Ghe R
mmiiced ; but. to his greatl sorrow, he has found it Impemsibie luII

= e - . P . ;.'D'

l|_|.
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(Lgus @&UJLMWJ
B June 22, 1965

\

I note your final draft which you head as "Churches'", and I suppose
there will be a continuation of paragraphs of different churches and not a
particular title to each church. And I think that a very good idea for that
will make necessary, of course, in each paragraph you mention the name of
the particular church. And there being a succeeding paragraph ties it in
with the introductory paragraph.

MEMO TO RSR, JR:

I know I won't catch you in many errors in arrangeuent or statements of
facts, but I'm somewhat trained on hunting for discrepancies in bookkeeping,
letter writing, and in sales papers. For instance, I thought I had found
one error in continuity in this, and that you were not mentioning what church
it was that Dr. SAR joined in the paragraph you recited that fact. But you did,
so that then ties it with the introductory Long Branch paragraph, tﬁaﬁsgragraphs

above.

I think you have given interesting reading in these six paragraphs about
churches, and no doubt there will be many other paragraphs under that title, P

1" 1" . "3 £ . B B, / |
Churches. ‘;T’ oA lr__l'l)'_ o4 J{__ l.r J’r_._,q,x_-u\.—-é—L\*"?— ﬁ:}(’ }"’ 4 .-J./gvu &'\.‘IA'\ »

And I suppose you put it first under churches, because it is the oldest
one, namely, constituted in l&ﬂS; that is tied closely to Cairo, for its
members formed the Cairo Baptist Church. And though the Cairo Methodist Church
was in Cairo before the Cairo First Baptist Church from which it sprung we
don't know. And even if the Tired Creek Methodist Church, that was about 1860
as far as you know, I guess. However, that's another subject so don't go to any
trouble to correct me on this statement if I am incorrect.

As far as I can see that could be the final draft on the Long Branch
Baptist Church, for I see nothing in error about it.

JBR

Dictated, not read
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CHURCHES WITHIN THE CITY OF CAIRO

Legend

1. Bethlehem A.M.E. Church

2. Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church

3. St. Thomas Primitive Baptist Church

4. First Born Church of Living God

5. Greater New Corinth Missionary Baptist Church
6. Church of God of the Apostles' Doctrine

7. Beautiful Light Missionary Baptist Church
8. The House of God Which is the Church of the

Living God the Pillar and Ground of the
Truth Without Controversy

9. Beulah Missionary Baptist Church

10. ©St. John Freewill Holiness Church
11. Faith Temple Church of God in Christ

12, Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church

13. Wilson Chapel Missionary Baptist Church

14. Little Bethel A.M.E. Church

15. Friendship Primitive Baptist Church

16. Mount Pilgrim Temple Church of God in Unity
17. Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church
18. Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church
19. The Church of Christ Written in Heaven
20. Full Gospel Holiness Church of Deliverance
21. Christ Gospel Church of Cairo

Photographs and church histories follow the same
numbering system.
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Caivo Black

Church histories

"The Black Church is a viable institution
in the Black community today because of its

historic strengths..... they contributed to
those strengths which represent the vitality
and the viability of the church. ..... they

were interpreters of the Bible and of religious
truth, and their interpretations were designed
to meet the needs of Black people. ..... Their
concern was to comfort and strengthen and guide
their hearers.

"The Black Fathers were powerful preachers
and proclaimers. Theirs was a highly imaginative
approach to the gospel, which permitted them to
see the gospel's relevance to them and their
people. They were especially effective in
reaching the Black man's spiritual needs...."
Black Preaching
-Henry A. Mitchell




CHURCH HISTORY

Bethlehem African Methodist Episcopal Church
4th Ave. and 2nd St. S.W.
Present Pastor: Rev. J. L. Raven
Founding Pastor: Rev. Ben W. Wilson
Founding Date: 1873
Chairman of Board of Stewards: Sampson Bell

Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church
hth Ave. S.W.
Present Pastor: Rev. E. C. Virgil
Founding Pastor: Rev. Ben. W. Wilson
Founding Date: 1873
Chairman of Board of Deacons: Ledford Powell

St. Thomas Primitive Baptist Church
3rd St. S.W.
Present Pastor: Elder S. Simmons
Founding Pastor:
Founding Date: 1869

First Born Church of Living God

4th St. S.W.
Present Pastor: Elder Julius Moore
Founding Pastor: Deaconess Susie Sander
Founding Date: 1909
Chairman of Board of Deacons: John Walton

Greater New Corinth Missionary Baptist Church
3rd St. S.W.
Present Pastor: Rev. W. R. Jenkins
Founding Pastor: Rev. J. I. Turner
Founding Date: 1921

Church of God of the Apostles' Doctrine
620 4th Ave. S.V.
Present Pastor: Elder Willie G. Smith
Founding Pastor:
Founding Date: July k4, 1976

17




11.

12.

13.

Beautiful Light Missionary Baptist Church
1st Ave. S.W.
Presenl Pastor: Rev. H. Davis
Founding Pastor: Deacon Henry McKnight
Founding Date: 1939
Deacon: Ottis Sweet

The House of God Which Is the Church of the
Living God the Pillar and Ground of the Truth
Without Controversy

10th St. S.W. (Corner of 1st Ave.)

Present Pastor: Elder (Mrs.) W.P. Mitchell
Founding Pastor: St. Mary Magdalena
Founding Date: 1903

Beulah Missionary Baptist Church
1st Ave. S.W.
Present Pastor: Rev. Dellise Cox
Founding Pastor: Rev. E.A. Neal
Founding Date: 1896
Chairman of Board of Deacons: Arthur Anderson

St. John Freewill Holiness Church

115 18th St. S.W.
Present Pastor: Bishop Joe Thomas
Founding Pastors: Deacon B.J. Fulgeon

Deacon Gilbert Powell
Founding Date: October 10, 1964

Faith Temple Church of God in Christ
Legion Ave. S.W.
Present Pastor: Elder John I. Davis
Founding Pastor: Elder C.R. Willis
Founding Date: 1961

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Legion Blvd.
Present Pastor: Rev. Willie L. Henry
Founding Pastor: Rev. R.A. Bell
Founding Date: September 1957

Wilson Chapel Missionary Baptist Church
Booker Hill Bilvd.
Present Pastor: Rev. W.H. Bass
Founding Pastor: Rev. B.F. Wilson
Founding Date: 1912



1L,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

19
Little Bethel A.M.E. Church

12th St. S.W.
Present Pastor: Rev. W.F. Griffin
Founding Pastor: Rev. Robert Corker
Founding Date: 1939

Friendship Primitive Baptist Church
10th St. S.W.
Present Pastor: Elder K.C. Jones
Founding Person: Mr. Noah Connell
Founding Date: 1932

Mount Pilgrim Temple Church of God In Unity
9th St. S.W.
Present Pastor: Elder Mahalie Potts
Founding Pastor: Bishop Green Brister
Founding Date: 1950

Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church
1001 6th Ave. N.W.
Present Pastor: Rev. R.L. Spencer
Founding Pastor: Rev. W.M, Johnson
Founding Date: July 8, 1939

Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church
9th St. N.W.
Present Pastor: Rev. C.D. Dennis
Founding Pastor: Rev. J.D. Cox
Founding Date: 1953

The Church of Christ Written In Heaven

9th St. N.W.
Present Pastor: Elder Eugene Williams
Founding Pastor: Bishop Calvin Pollar
Founding Date: 1966

Full Gospel Holiness Church of Deliverance
Tth St. N.W,
Present Pastor: Elder Leonard Cooper
Founding Pastor: Bishop B.J. Williams
Founding Date: August 23, 1969



2). Christ Gospel Church of Cairo
Pelham Hwy.
Present Pastor: Rev. Solomon Davis
Founding Pastor:
Founding Date:

Further informstion on file in the Grady County Collection ,
at the Roddenbery Memorial Library
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The Caira Messenger

RELIGION

Third in a Series

Historical Society shares the church history
of El Bethel Baptist Church in centennial feature

El Bethel Baptist Church,
now located at 643 Old Highway
179 South, was started on Aug.
17, 1952, when 40 individuals
-first met together in a vacant
house.

There, with Brother Dick
Ostean as pastor, they elected
officers and made plans to offi-
cially organize themselves into a
local church which they named
El Bethel Baptist Church. The
church was organized with five
deacons and the topic of the first
sermon was “Heaven and the
beauty of it.”

Land was purchased for the
new church and the construction
of the first auditorium began
Sept. 15, 1952, and El Bethel was
officially organized on Oct. 4,
1952.

The first worship service was
held on Nov. 3, 1952, around a
campfire within the foundation
of the new auditorium, and the
first service was held in the new
building on Jan. 31, 1953.

On March 29, 1953, the
church was formally dedicated
to God. Brother N.G.
Christopher delivered the dedi-

cation sermon with Brother
Ostean rendering the dedication
prayer. The church’s first revival
began that night with Brother
Roger Long serving as the evan-
gelist.

El Bethel’s first Vacation Bible
School was held June 8-13, 1953,
with an average of 56 in atten-
dance throughout the week.

Brother J.L. Patterson became
the pastor on June 13, 1953, and
the first Sunday services began
during that time on the first and
third Sundays of each month.
Services were previously held
on Saturday nights. El Bethel
was admitted to the Grady
County Baptist Association in
October 1953.

Brother Palmer Long was
called to pastor May 23, 1954,
but due to ill health resigned in
the fall of 1954.

On Jan. 5, 1955, Brother
Dillard Finch became the
church’s new pastor, and El
Bethel became a full-time
church.

Sunday School classes were
held on concrete blocks around
the grounds during the summer

and in cars during the winter
months at El Bethel.
Construction began in the
Sunday School rooms in May
1955.

Brother W.H. Lovett was
called as pastor on Aug. 6, 1957,
and for the first time the church
was free of debt.

Brother Howard Cooper was
called as pastor in 1961, and
Brother Gene Miller served as
pastor for 15 months in 1963 and
1964.

In April 1965, Brother Ronald
Barrett was called to serve the
Lord. Brother Barrett stayed at
El Bethel until 1969, when
Brother Harold Farthing became
pastor for a few months.

Brother Douglas Birge was
called to pastor in August 1970.

Brother Millard Cutchens
became pastor in October 1971,
during which the present church
sanctuary was built and com-
pleted in 1977, without any out-
standing debts.

Brother Wayne Meadows
served as pastor from August
1982 to 1987, and in May 1988
Brother Stacy Williams was
called to the church

was called as pastor and stayed
until 1995. Brother Jerry Daniel
served in the church from 1995-
1998. Brother Tommy McNair
served from 1998-1999, and
Brother Ira Crump served from
1999-2000.

The church’s current pastor is
Brother Bob Knight.

God has truly blessed El
Bethel through the years. For
each of the men God sent to the
church as pastors, the members
are thankful.

Brothers J.L Hand, W.FE
Dyches, Billy Majors and Roy
Thomas also graciously served
as interim pastors, helping dur-
ing the times when the church
was without a pastor.

For the spiritual guidance
and strengths, for the Christian
love and fellowship El Bethel
members received from each
man during his ministry, mem-
bers are grateful to their
Heavenly Father.

The church’s prayer is that
God will continue to bless them,
and that El Bethel Baptist
Church will continue to grow
and glorify the name of Christ

1nhl tha Aavwv uhoan ha ehall ~all



